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Is JACL History Being Ignored?

After I read the 12 year-end ar- | zen contributing writer Christine

- McFadden for her thoughtful dis-
i cussion of the loyalty to the United
- States of those who were wrong-
After all, Japanese American civil %ﬂgnmcmcemted dusing “Wold
rights is the very core of the JACL | )
mission. I would think that JACL |
members, like me, are interested to |

know how their dues, donations and |

ticles by the national JACL board
(Pacific Citizen, Jan. 21-Feb. 3,
2011), I was struck by the lack of
any mention of civil rights issues.

loyalties are being applied to today’s civil rights issues.

ity to advocate for Asian American civil rights.

A short list of what we are not hearing about might include: assaults

are within reach of our limited resources.

Thanks to its long history of helping the JA community overcome

Allegiance Question

Congratulations to Pacific Citi- |
' the Feb. 18-Mar. 3 edition of the
' Pacific Cirizen and read it. T com-
' pletely agree with James Kum-

years ago. With the wrongful U.S.
government actions inflicted under
the Patriot Act, questions of loyalty

From the articles I cannot determine if there are any civil rights items | could continue to be difficult to an-

on the board’s current agenda. We are told about: scholarships, lead- |
ership programs, declining membership, dwindling revenues, camp |
preservations and gold medal awards. Only preservation and the gold
medals may be considered advocacy efforts, the rest are important |

structural efforts but do little to further the organization’s responsibil- Keep the Presses Rolling!

SwWer.
Henry Sakamoto

+ ok ok

Your articles are relevant, infor- |

= y r : ) . mative, educational and well-writ- |
on religious freedom, indefinite detentions and due process, fairness | i .

o, . : | ten. Your reporters write real news |
for same sex couples, and immigrant rights. These are all issues that |

reflect directly on the JACL'’s legacy. Surely some — maybe not all — . .
| festivals, restaurant reviews, etc.

with purpose! — not just fluff, i.e.

It's important to continue pub-

lishing Pacific Citizen as so many |

- Republican Viewpoint

Thankfully I finally picked up

pel’s letter to the editor. I am a

- conservative Republican. You do
- not represent me.
It was a difficult question 69

Most of the time I read the P.C.

- and am infuriated by your biased

articles. Time and time again I ask
myself why I stay a part of this or-
ganization. You wonder why your

- membership is dwindling? You
- need to make yourselves relevant
Portland, Oregon

to all Japanese Americans, not

just the liberal ones to survive.

Tracie Sasaki-Seibert
via email

ook ok

Send signed letters with your
name and contact information
to: pc@pacificcitizen.org

injustices and prejudices, the JACL has eamed the respect and legiti- Asian Ameri I fold. | or
macy of its peers, both locally and nationally. I appreciate that it is = S0 encail:fpapelj bl thh Letters
important to understand history but not be hostage to it. However, the | ed. Keep us l! otmed. Keep the Pacific Citizen
JACL should build on this legacy, not ignore it.  presses rolling! 25&%:;;; 15t-
: Patricia Akizuki |
(Iz-ﬁ_rv Schgﬁtm?n Santa Clara, Calif. Los Angeles; CA, 90012
\_ icago Chapter .

SPRING CAMPAIGN

Pacific Citizenship

By Hugh Burleson

JACLers who rely closely on their Pa-
cific Citizen newspaper for information
on Nikkei communities around this na-
tion will be up to date on issues not only
that concem Japanese Americans and
other minorities, but also issues that af-
fect the P.C.itself.

national convention, we wrestled with the

Ten months ago at the Chicago JACL

NATIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Another Busy Time for JACL

By Floyd Mori

This spring has ushered in another
busy time for the JACL. There contin-
ues to be a flurry of programs, appoint-
ments, meetings, events and issues,
There is much work to be done.

A national JACL staff meeting and
board meeting were held in April, at
which I announced my plans to retire
from the position of national JACL ex-
ecutive director effective before the end
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proposal by the national board to move
the paper lock, stock and barrel into the
JACL national headquarters in San Francisco as a money-saving mea-

of the year. Upon becoming director of
public policy in D.C. in 2005, my intent was to stay for two years. With
the subsequent appointment to succeed John Tateishi, I have been shut-

Periodicals paid at Los Angeles,
Calif and mailing office.

sure. On the convention floor, questions arose about how the costs and
impact on the paper of such a move had been calculated and factored in.

It became clear that (1) the existing staff would mostly be lost because
they cannot freely relocate (e.g., working spouses with job rights in

see BURLESON/pPaGE 16

SPRING CAMPAIGN

tling between the nation’s capital and the JACL headquarters. After only | = oo "
a short time in Washington, I could see that it is extremely valuable | |
and important for our organization to have a visible and active presence
in the nation’s capital (which I had expressed to Tateishi at the time).
Incidentally, Mike Masaoka recommended some 50 years ago that the
JACL move its headquarters to D.C. (documented in the Pacific Citizen
newspaper).

Your committed JACL staff is working hard to serve the organiza-

JACL MEMBERS
Change of
Address

If you've moved,
please send new
information to:
National JACL

Help support the Pacific Cifizen by donating today! tion and the community. We were sorry that Craig Ishii, PSW regional = 1765 SUFter St
ik director, left the post at the end of April and wish him well in his future . San Francisco, CA
endeavors. Al 964115k ¢
At the national board meeting, it was discussed that members want S O © WOSKS Tor
ADDRESS - address changes.
see MORW/PaGE 16
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