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Occupy Oakland protestors unofficially
rename a plaza after Oscar Grant.
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR’S

JA Veterans

A Salute to

—_

By Floyd Mori

The JACL was very much
involved with the Congressional
Gold Medal events which took
place recently in Washington,
D.C. As a member of the National
Veterans Network (NVN), the
JACL has played a big role in
the planning and execution of the
celebration. This much deserved
and long overdue recognition
honored the Japanese American
veterans of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, the 100th Battalion,
and the Military Intelligence
Service of the U.S. Army during
World War IL.

JAswere considered non-citizens
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor
by Japan on Dec. 7, 1941. The long
held prejudices they endured came
to the forefront as 120,000 people
of Japanese ancestry were uprooted
from their homes on the West
Coast in a forced evacuation and
incarcerated in hastily constructed
illegal detention camps in desolate
areas of the U.S. where they were
surrounded by barbed wire and

REPORT

armed guards facing inward,
Although there were young JAs
who wanted to serve in the military
and tried to enlist, they found that
all JAs had been reclassified and
were ineligible to join the U.S.
armed forces.

Mike Masaoka, an early leader
in the JACL, was sent by the
organization to D.C. to work
for the abolition of the camps
and to mitigate the effects of the
relocation. He suggested that the
JA community should cooperate
with the government, and they
actually had no other choice. He
worked for the reinstatement of
JAs into the U.S. military, and
the result was the creation of a
segregated unit which combined
with the 100th Infantry Battalion
of Hawaii and became the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.

Mike was one of the first to sign
up to join the Army, and he went
off to war after being married to his
bride, Etsu Mineta Masaoka in Salt
Lake City. Three of his brothers
also served with one losing his life
in the war.

At a time when they and their
families faced extreme prejudice
and discrimination, these brave
and patriotic young men served
their country in the armed forces.
They showed unusuval dedication
and sacrificed greatly, some paying
the ultimate sacrifice to prove their
loyalty and serve where needed.

On May 13, 2009, U.S.

Mori received the Congressional Gold Medal for his brother Shigeru.

Congressman Adam Schiff
from California introduced
Congressional Gold Medal Bill HR
347 to award the Congressional
Gold Medal to the 100th and
442nd. Tt unanimously passed
the House of Representatives on
May 14 with 411 votes. U.S. Sen.
Barbara Boxer also of California
introduced S 1055 in the Senate.
NVN established a grassroots
push to lobby support from the
senators who had not signed on
to the bill. The JACL supported
this effort with JACL fellows
in the D.C. office, Phillip Ozaki
and Jean Shiraki, visiting Senate
offices along with Terry Shima and
Grant Ichikawa, WWII veterans
from the JA Veterans Association
(JAVA). The Senate passed S 1055
on Aug. 1, 2010, which included
an amendment to include the MIS.
The House passed an amendment
to include the MIS on Sept. 23,

2010. President Obama signed
the bill into law on Oct. 4, 2010,
awarding the Congressional Gold
Medal collectively to the 100th,
442nd and the MIS.

The Congressional Gold Medal
events which took place in D.C.
were held to honor the JA veterans
of WWII and were attended by
over 2,500 people. There were
more than 300 JA wveterans in
attendance. The festivities were
planned and executed by NVN, led
by Christine Sato-Yamazaki.

Representing my family as a
next of kin for my brother, Shigeru
Mori, whose name is inscribed on
the wall of the National Japanese
American Memorial to Patriotism
as a killed in action soldier, I was
honored to receive the replica
medal in memory of my oldest
brother who was in the MIS.

see MORI/PAGE 16
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Update on National Director Search

By Gail Sueki

As we approach the end of
the year, many of us take time to
review and reflect upon personal
and professional successes and
take stock of areas that we can
improve upon. In that same spirit,
we, on the national JACL board,
have committed ourselves to
reviewing and evaluating where
we have been and determining
what we want to accomplish going
forward.

At the last national board
meeting at the end of October, the
board approved my report which
includes the task of completing
reviews for all staff by the end of

2011. This is a huge undertaking,
but I'd like to applaud both
Floyd Mori and Caroline Aoyagi-
Stom for their commitment to
completing the reviews for their
respective staff. National JACL
President David Kawamoto and I
have also committed to completing
evaluations for both the national
director and executive editor by the
end of the year.

Asforrecruiting candidates tofill
the position of national director, I'd
like to thank the many individuals
who have given me encouragement
and offered their assistance this
past month. 1 was pleased to see
and talk to many of you at the
JACL gala in Washington, D.C.,
the national board meeting in Los
Angeles, PSW district dinner and
the Congressional Gold Medal
ceremony held in our nation’s
capifal. Your feedback has been
appreciated.

To keep you abreast of the latest
events, [ want to highlight that the
national board made two major

decisions — one that changes the
requirements and the other which
changes the process — affecting
the national director position.
The first of these decisions is that

‘The first of

these decisions
is that the next
national director
shall be located

in Washington,
D.C.’

the next national director shall be
located in Washington, D.C.

To be forthright, T voted against
this motion because I believe that
we should focus on finding the best
candidates for the position without

imposing location restrictions that
could severely narrow the possible
pool of falented leaders. However,
I respect this decision and together
with the personnel committee and
national board continue to work
hard to find suitable candidates.
However, with this recent change,
the application deadline has been
extended until Jan. 16, 2012
Please refer to the website, www.
jacl.org, for additional information.

The second major decision was
to allow for the national board to
talk with the top candidates after
an initial review by the personnel
committee. In the past, the
interviewing committee typically
narrowed the pool of applicants
and made a recommendation to the
national board. In this case, I think
this step will allow the national
board greater insight into the top
candidates. Again, the national
board hires the national director
who ultimately reports to the
president of the board of directors.

The  personnel  committee
discussed the idea of a search
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