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1z with great pride ard pleasure that [ have officially stepped into

the executive editor position of the Pacife Chifzen. Having served

as interim executive editor since the end September [ am greatly
telieved to fivally mowve full-steam ahead into getting the PO back on
track 100% — where it deserves to be.

Butas [ beginmy terre atthe PO, earlier thiz month the Asian
Amernican community arnd the world lost a joumalism legend in
Harry K. Honda, a man who spert conrfless hors ard wears worling in
my very satle position to provide our readers the mostcomprehensive
AT news coverage imaginahle.

Although I have more than 20 years of jowrnalism experience —
haing spert more than 13 of thoee years worldng at The Hollwvood
Reporter — this 1z my first formy into the Asian American news
commurity ard T kave toadmit that I weas wewme of where to even
begin whenl first entered the PO doors. But right aronrd that time,
Harry Honda was horored with a “Living Legends ™ award by the TACL
P3W district council, and the PO was there to cover his achievement.
Soonafter the issue was privted, [ wes honored when Hamry came
irto cur office to personally congratulate the PO staff on the paper.
He was very surpnised, pleased ard nmmbled o be featired 1nit.

Ard imagine his shock when he discovered that he was onthe cover!

My first meeting with Harmy was memorable irdeed.

He very gracioe Iy shool my hard and told me howr happer he was o
gee gomeote heading up the PO agan He gave me a huge smile, and
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he wished our entite staff
good luck — and that he
wiould still make sure to sernd
me ks “Vers Truly ours™
column. I 1old ham that
[ gold toy my bestto
cotrtinne the worlche started,
ard he looked at me and said,
*T Yoy ot wAll.”

Even ore of s last emails was to
acknosdedge my appointiment by the JACL, wmting “About time
cotsidering all her prior years in jourralism and publications.™

Tharl: wou Harry for your faith in me. Ard on that rote, thanl: won
to the TACL for believing in my abilities, too, and o may tireless PO
staff for all that youdo. Together we will cortinne the legacy . ..

Please feel fTee to send the PO your comments, questions and
cotcerns, a8 well = rewsworthy items that voufeel should be
addressed. The F . iz here to senve you owr dedicated readers, in
alwmys covering the A8 P news and infomm ation you need to ko —
storles that affect you the community in which you live ard the
wiorld aronmd son.

Here's to a most promising future for vs all.

— Allison Haramotn,

Pacific Citizen Executive Editor
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Jearr Faul deChuzman is
absolutely correct in pointing
outm v statemernt that “the path
to raturalization was always
open o rewcomers” fails
to mention the exception of
Agianimmigrants. | intended
my comment as a statement
about economic strate gy and
should have stated it more
carefully As deCuzman
notes, the bMeCarman-Walter
&ct Fupported by the JACL)
gave the Issel natualization
rights. Mike Masaoka led the
successiul effort to overturn
President Traman’s weto, a mre
accot plishin ext, because the
TACTL had fought hard for the
passage of the legislation on
belalf of the Issei. MoCamarr
Walter may have been flawed,
as deCheman points ouf, bt
[ doe’t ko of arwye act that
isn't, some more than others.

— Joloe TmteieFit,
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By Roberta Barton

soenic Pacific Morthwest by mil car seemed an

ecrie reflection of the same jowrey tlen by
Tapanese Amenicars on their way to the Pinedale Aszem bly
Certer in Fresno, Calif, from Oregon arnd Washington
more than 70 years before. Butmytnp home to the Central
Wallew from Seattle after the Japanese American National
Migeum’s fourth rational corfererce, “Spealing Upl
Democracy Justice, Digrity ™ which commemorated the
25thanniversary of the sigming of the Chal Liberties Actof
1985, was wder very differert ciroum stances.

I e vt tom away from my home and fmends, uncertain
of m v firel destinaticn.

This was my first time atterding JANM': confererce.
Three daye of leaming ard inspimtion offered a lot to
teflect upon during my long jowrrey bacl: home.

My first day began at the Commurity Marletplace helping
staff at an information table for the Poston Community
Alliance. As an Alliaree board member, I enjosed meeting
matyy Poston detairees and their descendants. Bveryone
I grested wes very receptive to information abowt our rewr
deoror brick campaign at the Pos torn Mormanent site, and some
visitors agreed to be nterviewed for our news docum entary
hotoring mothers and their bahies born at Poston

Socr, the powerfid rhethm of tailo called eversore to
the opening geteral session More than 500 atterdees from
poirts as diverse as Carada, Japan arnd Latin Amenca
cheered the dnummers’ high-ener oy weloome. Emcee Mitch
Mald welcomed the adience and corrected the power of
taikoo ard the powrer of the conference’s theme, wging all to
“fee] the strength of spealang up.™

Mala rext paid tobute to Nildel weterars. Abost a dozen
veterane marched into the grand ballroom to the hanrting
melody of singer-songwriter Hamold Pame’s  “Ohuet

R olling past the fields, forests ard coastline of the

VIEWPOINT

My JANM Conference

Mikkei veterans sdute the flag a the JANM
conferance's opening session.

Heroes.” Az an honomary color guerd marched wap onstage,
matgy of the vets raised their hands in a poignant salute to
their flag ard fellows servicemern The power of the audierce
and the veterars reciting the pled ge of allegiance was irdeed
a special mom et

Dersho fourder-director Tom [keda was one of several
speakers who followed. Ikeda noted the many stones
msoriated with Seattle as a “place of firsts™ in the history
of the Japarese Amercan experience ard the stuggle for
redress. “We advance democracy by sharng and protecting
stories. [tis the responsibility of everyone inthis room to do
that, ™ [keda said.

The general session ended with lots of enetgy to start the
opering day The first worlslhop I atended was “Tangled
Foutes to Redress ™ which expanded on Seattle’s 1ole in
1972 as the hirthplace of the first Day of Remem braree.

Panelist Franklin &be remembered hows nmdreds of
families lired up in cars to join the evacuation re-eractmernt
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A poster with signatures of origing
parficipants from the first Day of
Fermembrance event, held in Seattle in
1978, wie displayed at a workshop.

PG Editorid Board Member Foberta Barton
ffefil reconne cted with author Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston for an autograph and "fond memoties
of Fresno” Houston spoke & a Califormnia Feads
program in Fresno last fdl.

— on Tharnlegiving Dayl Detairees finally opered up
and ingide the safety and privacy of their cars shared with
their family members aboa the teuma of camp. “Tt broke
the e, Abe gzid. [n fact reframing the re-enactment =5 a
“fam ilv activity” was ke to the event’s success and a major
strategy in fighiing negative rews coverage. “The ar was
lealdng ot of the redress balloo, ™ desenibed Abe.

»> 5aa JANM on page 16

By John Tateishi

Aot [ find myself wordenng what would have happened
if wee had never embatked on that joumey that became
the redres s campai g
What if Edison Uno had never mtroduced the resolution in
1970 that clallenged the TACL o tale up the cause o seck
vindication ard redress? What would have happerned if the
JTACL had rejected the resclution in favor of less threatering
ard peychologically safer challenges? There were so many
1zsues to deal wath, so much wiong still so mary jetices
in 1970 that needed rectifiins. So why redress?

I t this, the 25th armiversary year of the Civil Liberties

FOR THE RECORD

Reflections

Whyy a campa ghthat would force every one of 18 to come
face-to-face with the past, that would force the Misei to break
25 wears of sileree, force that genemtion o allowra light into
the dark correr of their minds where, for so marey this part
of their lives had laim hidden? Ard whey an issue that wold
force anentire genermtion to open such deep wornds ?

In the perspective of so marny years past nows it's easy 1
suppoge, to forget just how wrenching it was to bring the
community to fhis issue. The group of young activists in
Loz Angeles wio fonmed E.O.90686 I1e in the "d0s loew [
thurd; the stomm they would wdeash by mising the issue of
camp it the community. I'm not swre, but maybe that was
their uimate puarpose, to force the ssve into the light, to
talle ahonat the irfuetice of the expulsion ard incarceration o
let the cotry knowr something of this darlcand dirty sectet

Butittoolcthe TATT tomove the 1zsue into the public arera
in a way that unleashed thiz heast. Well, inthe perspective of
Teality mayhe not a heast — more like a little critter looldng
for a woice.

The JACL, becawse it iz what it is, was able o articulats
the isse through its erdless debates betareen those wio
warted that wice and those who sought to push the light
baele into the paychological box whers it had been protected
so termaously for almost three decades. [t's not the pain, said
the proporents, it’s ot the hurt: It's the injustice, ard it's
abot shoring up the foundations of democmey; it's shout
all the sacrifices we made as a commurity to prove that we
were better than what mairetresm A erica wes saving shout
5. This w=s as much about America as 1t was abouat finding
our nghtful place in thiz cowrdtry. This we=s about America
ard the Constitution and about everything we believed in as
a gereration of loyal Awmericans, This was about our children
ard their children’s children.

Eoobmo o tame pg. Alweys the children.

[ sometimes wionder, did we kave a choice? Was it
inenitable? Would the anger of the younger Sansel wpon
leaming about the camps be encugh to dowve thiz 1ssus inio
acampaizn’ Or would we heve resolved this issue as we 20
cften bad, leeping it within the commpity and as often as
rot, burying it where it needed to be for our owm comfort?

»> Saa REFLECTIONS on page 16
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% Remembering Pacific Citizen
Editor Emeritus Harry Honda

IN TRIBUTE TO THE NISEI'S LEGACY, THE JACL NATIONAL PRESIDENT SAYS A
MOMENT OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED AT THE UPCOMING CONVENTION [N
WASHINGTON, D.C., WHICH HONDA HAD PLANNED TO ATTEND.
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ByNalea J. Ko
Reporter

kere iz 1o shortage of adjectives and nowms that
loved ores use to descnibe the late Hamy Fame
Honda. He was a lnwband, father, Anmy veterarn,
crandfather joummalist, the Pacific Citfzen editor
ementis and a walling encyclopedia of facts ard fisures.

Honda died on July 2 while worlang on the compater at
kiz home 1 Eowland Heights, Calif. He was 93,

Secord in capacity o Honda's personal archive of Japa-
rese Amencan histoneal facts he stored in his hrain were
the manerous metal, gy file cabinets that once lired his
cffice at the PC, where be worled since 1952 and served
= editor for nearly 20 years.

Filed urider “H” inn those same aging file cabinets still
stored at the PO are smiling photos of Honda staffed ina
single folder that he perhaps orce created.

“He had great pride in hig job. I kxcesr he just really en-
jorved ks job, was alwase there, was always worldng hard,
weg alwass engacing with people, writing away and mals
ing sure that the paper didn’t miss a deadline, ™ said Patty
Arra, Horda’s daughter with IMisaloo, his wafe of 56 years,

Bononfug 12, 1219, inLos Angeles, Honda gradu-
ated from Beltmont High School, located a litle more than
amile from the PO curment Little Tolowo office. Drafted
before World War I broke o, Horda spent four years 1n
the Amm s Chartenmaster Corps. His family was foroibly
removed to Eohwer Eelocation Center, where Japanese
mostly from Log Angeles were unjustly rourded 1 and
incarcerated. Horda later received his bachelor’s degree in
political selence from Lowola University in 1950,

Before Honda worked
fortke PO, e
started his
jonarralism
CAreeT as
a sports
writer

{Above] Stanley Kanzaki, from the Mew York JACL
chapter, shares alaugh with Harry K. Honda at the
2011 convention in Hollywood, Calif

(Bight) Hondais pictured with his wife, Micki after
receiving the J ACL Pacific Southwest Regional
Counci's Living Legends award in October 2012,

at the R Shimpo in 1926, From there, Honda served as
the Englisheditor for 10 years &t the Saxngve Mppo and
the assistant editor at Micfgbet Shimbnim from 1940 untl
ke was dmafted in the Aty

It wasn't until the JACL mowved the PO newspaper from
Salt Lake City Utah, in 1952 to Los Angeles that Horda
joined the staff,

Honda’s words will contirme to live onin brittle, faded
renspaper archives that preserve his stories and longtime
column “Wery Toaly YWors. " But Horda's legacyand
compassiotate demeanor will carry onin the memories of
thoee who worled beside him.

“‘HarryHorda wes always a wonderful mentor not orly
for me, but the enfite Paciffie Ciifzen staff. We alumys
krewrare could fap into Harrs wealth of lrowled e,
rot just about the Pacgfe Ctizen but the entite JTaparese
A erican com murity ” sald Caroline Aovagl-Stom, for-
mer PO exeoutive editor wlo worled at the newspaper
for 15 wears.

“We alwerys ke that if we showed bom a historical
photo, Harry weondd be able to identifsr the people init ard
glve us some important backeroud infonmation about 16,7

Eva Ting, who tas worled at the PO in differert ca-
pacities for more than 12 sears, recalls how Horda alvess
made it a tradition to tale em ployees ot to huneh fol-
lowatg completion of the arroial 120-page Holiday Isswe.
He'd alsomake sure every staffer received a box of See’s
Cardies for the holidays . “He alwase stayved late ard came
early. He was always worldng, ™ Ting recalled of Honda
who was the first to arnwe and last to leave the office.

Alzoa fixhare at Japanese Amencan comnirity events
keld in Southem Califomia and the JTACL conventions,
Honda wms awarded the “living legerds™ award =t last
wear’'s JACT Parific Southrrest Regional District Cowcdl
awarnds dinrer.

‘Harry wasn™ just the Paciffc Ciffzen’s editor wath the
longest emre over 22
wears ), he was TACD's
best histoncal
Iesouree, ™

moto, fonmer JACL naticral president “Wherever [ asled
Harry for clanfication ona JACL issve, ke would, off the
topof his head, tell me the people irnvolved, when and
where it oocurmed and the references [ could uge for more
information He was sowell tead on all things JTaparese
American.™

Begirring in 1997, Horda served at the PO arclavist,
filing ard organizing doomanents that clromcled the pre-
atd post-WWIL Tapanese Amencan experienee, which ke
reported ot and withessed firsthard. Horda was one of
the founding members of the Misei Athlefic Ton and the
Asgian American Jowrralists Assn He was also aregular
attendee at JACT. and the Pan American Mikhkel Assh. con
ventions.

Horda had plarmed o travel to the 2012 JTACL cornerr
tion to be held in Washington DLC. from Tuly24-26.

“T"we alwmss enjoved wsiting with Harmy at the natiornal
correntons,™ said TACT. Matioral President Darad Lin

“Harry's words of wisdom and encovragement will always

meat so much tome especially when [ was newr to the
JACL. I }auoees I will miss ham dearly when [l am at the
natiorel comvertion in Washington, DUC, this month. ™

In honor of Honda®s legaoy inJ ACL ard at the PO, Lin
says there will be a moment of silerce dedicated to Horda
and otters who have passed this year at the begirming of
the rational cotrucil mesting,

Mever missing a deadlire, Honda submitted what wondd
be his last ““owrs Very Truly™ column for the PO, which
ratin the July 5 pont editon

Horda remained active urti] his last dasy sending the day
of his death words of congratulations to the newdsy hired
PO executive editor, Allison Haramodo.

“He had an amazing mind and memory ard could recollect
things effortlessly. But really, I don’™ knowr there’s so marny
adjectives — [ don't ooy what o say ™ Arra said witha
laugh “There’s so mary great attibutes ard qualities that
he had. That was just his life.”

Horda 1z also suraved by four grardehildren: Bichelle,
Jogeph, Micole and Benjamin Arm. He 15 also survived by
rephewr Ted (Gavle) Kodama.

& fimeral senvice was held on July 15 at 3t Faneis
Haier Catholic Chirchin Los Angeles, Calif,
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President Reagan Signs

Redress Bill

EDITOR'S NOTE: At the historic signing of H.R. 442 on Aug. 10, 1988,
President Ronald Reagan referenced the Pacific Citizen in his closing
remarks. It was a triumphant moment for the community and the
newspaper, whose staff members, including Harry Honda, were onsite
to cover the historic event. Honda wrote this article, which was originally
published in the Aug. 19-26, 1988, edition of the P.C.

By Harry Honda

WASHINGTON, CC  — The day of Aug. 10 when
Presidert Eorald Feagan signed HE. 442 to “nght a
crave wrchg” ard apologize for the World War IT remonal
ard detention of 120000 perscns of Japarese ancestty has
eclipsed Feb. 19 — the date when all this began in 1942,

It alzo set into motion the Tustice Department’s search for
those eligible o receive individual apologies and $20 000
parment signifiins redress of gnevances for being deprived
of freedom and property becawse of mee diring WWILL

It evoleed meszages of jov and jubilaton from those who
had recogrized the wartime detention as a fimdamerntal
iruetice.

Ard it was the biggest story for the Japanese American
commurity judging by the banner headlines in the
verracular press, sitce the [ssel won citizenship rights in

1952 when Congress cvertirned President Traman’s veto of
the measire.

Congressional Comments

Eep. MNomman Mineta (D-Calif), wio spent his wartime
vears as a child at the Heart Moutain, Whoo, camp, said
the Tedress bhill dealt with fimd=mental questicns of the
1.5, Constitufion

“Thoes our Corstitation indeed protect all of us regardless
of mce or culture? Do our fights temain ivalienable evenin
times of stress, especially in times of war? Passage of this
legislation answers these questions with a resourding YES ™

Eep. Eokert Matsui (D-Calif), called the passase a
“commitmert to the Cors ifation that will be remembered in
history bools for generatiors o come . . | (the president’s)
sigratire demorstrates that prrmciples of justice can
transcerd any partizan lines politics may dear up. ™

Chief sporsor in the Serate, Sen. Spark Matunasa
(D-Haammil), was especially plessed sirce be humself signed
the Wil as acting Serate president pro tempore to cerfify
passage. Minets earlier had signed the same bill as acting
speaker of the Houge.

Matsuraga reminded: “Wany belisved we woudd rever
see thiz day the 1ssue was so controversial and emoticnal.

“Fealization did not come owvemndght, but it did come
acrces the political spectnan watha clanty which affinms our
rational purpose and bodes well for America’s futore ™

Compensation to Evacuees

The redress law provides $20,000 taw-free payment o
Japanese Amencare who were affected by EO. 2065 with
some exceptions. And the Netce Department is requured
wathin 12 months to demtify ard locate each eligihle
individual “wathout requiring avey applicaticn, ™ as stipudated
in the reconciled version of HE. 442

The JACL-LEC i1z expected to mowumt an infommation
ca pal g to accelerate the process.

Irdividuals may submit domumentation o the atomes
general (Dept. of hetce, Washington, D0 205200 upon date
of enactment of the redress hall who then will ackyosded o2
their receipt and compile a roster of eligible individimls.

Eligible individimls wdll have 12 morths upon notification
o accept paymernt oI o pursue settlement of a claim agairst
the 1.3, ansing fTom the evacuation

Eligible individuals living on the date of enactment —
Aug 10, 1988 — rovwrhave vested o ghts to recelve pasment.
If decezsed, payanert iz limited too (1) 3 sunaving spouse
of one vear (2) or ineqel shares to all children living at
fime of payamment, (3) and if there is o suchsundwing spouse
or child then in equal shares to parents living on date of
paymernt.

If there is o sundving spouse, child or parent, then the
payment remains in the redress furd.

Excluded from the eligbility list are those who, diring

"For here we admit & wong. Here we affirm our commitment as anation to equd justice under the law," said President Pondd Reagan of officidly signing HR 442
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the period from Dec. 7 1941 to Sept. 2, 1945 weme
“relocated to & coumtny at war withthe United States. ™

In accepting pasmernt evacuses agree to drop all legal
claitn s pending agairet the soverrmment.

Appropriations Due From 1990

While the redress bill authonzes paymert, Congress must
still “appropriate™ the furds on a yearly basis through the
budget, which mst be sighed by the president.

Mo more than $500 million is to be appropriated for any
fizcal year

TheJACT interds tomonitor this process i the forthooming
sessiore of Congress.

Payments are expected overa 10-year period starting with
the most elderly as early as the next Congress, which would
pass an appropnatiors bl in 1929 with pasment following
from 1990 according to Orayee Usehara, JTACT-IEC
executive director, who wes responding to queries at the
Matioral TACT. Corventicn in Seattle.

She irdicated even the remmelants present &t Tule Lake at
the erd of war are eligible.

A Day to Remember

Mational JTACL President Hamry Fajibars long identified
with the redress effort &t the gmssmoots Ventim Countye
JACL lenel, later as district gowvernor and natiorel TACT
redress campal gt leader 1zsted the followang s tatemert upon
M1 Eeagan’s signing of the kill.

“Today 1z truly a grand and gloriowe histonie day that will
be rejolced and remembered by all Americans of Japanese
ancestry In 1942, at the hards of owr own govermmernt, we
were deprived of our freedom, our liberty our purswit of
livelihood, and foreibly herded into 10 incarceration centers
located in God-forsaken bamen wastelands of the United
States.

Mowr 46 wears later, owr govemment has officially
proclaimed that injustice was inflicted wpon lovel Americans
of Japarese arcestry. Today Presidert Eeagan has affinmed
this declarmation by affizing his signatire on to redress bill,
HE. 442,

“Mary people, irside and outside of the Japanese
Amenican commurdty toiled long to nght thiz wrong.
We are ecstatically gratified that this redress poursiit has at
long last come to a suncess Al conclugion. ™

An Ironic Experience

Tudge Eammond Uro of Salt Lale City had joired e
Ammyafter ke got ot of Heart Mowntain, Wao., because ke
tioted that it wes about the only option open to young Misel
after the war. He had served in the Korean War, but it wasm't
uriti] he was inlaws school that ke realized the irorry of having
fouaght to defend the freedom he was once derded.

“Tt brought out the best ard worst of the Japarese American
pecple, ™ Uno to0ld the 32t Lake Trbume the day after the
House passed the corfererce report o the redress bill. Tt
taught a 1ot of 1w about gelf goverrmernt ard self-reliarce,
but there w=s alot of bitemess. A lot of tersion ™

Uno felt the $20,000 being paid o intemees i valuable
becanse of its symbolism . “The apology iz a good thing, bat
there’s som ething else. Itis of sufficient ecoromic value that
people will realize this 15 a very senoe thing, ™ he s=ud.

The same day in 3an Francisoo, Mational TACL Executive
Director Ron Wakabayashs said: T am thankdul to Presidernt
Eeagan for his expression of support for the redress bill.
His efforts to indicate s positicn eases the remaining
anxety regarding the culmination of thiz commurity’s long
campaigh to restore curselves and strengthen the nation.
I am persorally pleased to hawe this ke place o my
maother’s lifetime. ™

The PC. Clipping
Eeferenced by the president in his closing remarks abota

newspaper clippitg from the Pacfc Ciffizen dated December
1945 yas from the Dex. 15 issve, which featured photos of
Grereral Stilwell presenting the Distinguished Service Cross
posthumnously for St Kazuo Masuda to his sister Mary
Masuda, ontle porch of “her small frame shaclk near Talbert,
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President Rondd Peagan signed H R 442 on Aug. 10, 1988, Among those present a the signing with the
president are (from left) Sen. Spark Matsunaga (D-Hawail), Fep. Patricia Saiki (R-Hawai), Sen. Pete Wilson

(F-Calif.} and Rep. Don Young (P Alask ).

Omarge Cowmby (o Fonmtain Valles) ™.

George JTohreton of the PO staff had researched the files
for this story for Fose Ochd, who then sent the clipping to the
president, as was acknowdedged in his remarls.

Lpparently it wms the mary JACLers presert who
appreciated Mr. Eeagan’s mention of JACL's official
publication, the Pacific Citizes, as most accoumts the
follownng dase did not attribute the story of Gen Stileell’s
presentation nor the emarks by “one woung actor (wtho
gaid): Blood that has soaleed into the sands of a beach iz all
of one colon. Amenca stands wrique 1n the world, the only
ooy not fowrded onrace, but ona way — anideal. Mot
inspite of but because of our polyglot backerourd, we have
had all the strensth of the world. That is the Amencan way”

“The name of that woung actor ™ Mo, Eeagan corcluded,
“T hope T pronounce this nght (evolang laughier here by
some who kmew of the incident — was Fonald Reagan.™
It drewr strong applase.

LasthIinute Switch

Cheer 100 Japanese Ameneans, plus the press comps
accredited to the White Howse, congressional and White
Howee staff withessed Presidernt Feagans signing of H.E. 442,

Mational JACL President Fajihara weas the lore rome
Congressictial member among the 14 standing arourd
Presidert Eeagan at the signing.

Spotted from the Congress were 3ens. Dandel Inoe,
Spark Matsunagsa Ted Stevens, Eeps. Momman Mirets,
Eobert Matsui, Toby Eoth, Patrica Saild, Dan Ale=lka, Guam
Dielegate Ben Blaz.

Clange inthe locale of the sigmng was anronmced by Eep.
Mireta dunng the hackeon be had hosted. The ceremory
had been scheduled for the White House FEose Garden bt

the heat (97 degrees wath humidity to match) forced the
ceremories indoor to the White Howee press bnefing rocm
inthe Cld Executive Office Biulding,

Among Those Invited

Here iz a partial list of Japarese Amencare imiated by the
White House to the signing ceremorry. & ramber of lists
were amalsamated to make up the group.

Termy Ernomoto, Hitoshi H. Fajihara, Cherry Kinoshita, True
“asu, Denrry Yasuhara, Shigeo Walemmatsu Mellie Fujiolka,
Henry T. Tanala, Thomas Y Kometant, Hid Hasegava.

Cressey Malmgawa, Cene Talamine, Takmshi Monuehi
Tom T. Shimasald, Clasnce Mishizu, K. Patrick Okloars,
Ceorge Ogava, Masaald Hiroraks, Marleen Kasahars, Sam
M. HNakano,

Homer Wasun, Il Koenamoto, hdy Nizaws, George
Sakmguchi, Cordon Yoghilaws, Frances Tojo, Betty Walg,
Jefferson K. Itami Franl Iritard, George E. Baba

Ted Inouye, Merko Mo, John N Eanda Hamy k. Honda,
Wayre Eimws Crayvce H Uwehara 3. Ruth Hashimoto,
Surnilo Kobayashi, Charles T. Magao, Sandi Kavasald.

Hiroshi Tsehara, Eiudy Tolawa Mae Talabashi  Sumi
Enide, Pete Oda, June hMasuda Goto, Rita Talmhashi, hMary
Teubzm oto, Al Taulamots, Fon Walabayashi.

Bob Moateld, Carcle Havashing Kagawa, Bob Sal=gichs
JohnHaymshi, Susanilam el Hiroshi Kamel, Peg oy S ashima
Leggitt, Willam Yoshino, Fose Ochi, Stewe Malmshima,

Mary Toda, Joseph [chiwi, Franlk 3ato, Eathenne Sasala
Munotari, Joe Kosal, Ao Takeshirs Alan Mishi, the Emon
family of siz, Susmnu and Swmi, parents of Dawvid, Helen
Cirace and Walter, Medford, Ore, Dons and Brian Matsua.

— HBaorry Honda was Editor Emeritis of e Pacific
Citizers. He passed away on July § atthe age of 93,
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ourney 1o

1970

JulyiThe first resclution ik support of redress 1z approved
by the TACL Matioral Corention in Chicaso. Similar
resoluticns will be passed in 1972 and *74.

1976

February: Presidert Gerald Ford signs a proclamation
officially terminating Executive Order 9066 (E.O. 2068
Ford writes, *“We now knosr what we should have kmowmn
then — rot only was that evacuetion wrong, but Japarese
Americars were arnd are loval Amencars. ™

1978

August: The JACL National Cornvention adopts a plan
calling for aflat payment of $25.000 per internes and
eatabliskmert of a 100 milliontrust fund for the benefit of
the Japanese Amerncan commurnity ard makes redress the
orgarization’s top priority.

1980

July: President Carter
(Feires) signs a bill creating
a Commission on Wartime
Eelocation ard Interrmernt of
Civlians to reviewr the facts
and circumstarces surrnmding
E.O. 2066 and its impact;
reniews the military directives
Tequiring relocation ard
intermment; atd recom mend
appropoate remedies.

The commission imcludes
Joarn Berretein, Esq. (char),
Tud ge William bMManitard of
the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas; fonmer Supreme
Conrt Ietice Arthnr Goldberg; arnd Eep. Daniel Limgren
(F-Calif.).

A HISTORICAL TIMELINE

ustice

Twenty years after the redress bill, it’s time to take a look back at the
steps taken toward this historic moment in Japanese American history.

1983

February: Tle commission’s report, Perroral Justice
Leaied 12 submitted o Congress. The commission firds the
exclislonof Tapanese Americars to be “a grave injustice, ™
wathont fordation ard the result of “racial prejudice,
war hystena ard a failue of political leadershop, ™

June: The commission recomniends a congressional
Tesolution to be signed by the president apologizing for the
interren ernt; ard funds o provide “persond redress to those
who were excluded.”™

Specifically, the comm ission recommerds that Consress
appropriate 1.5 billion to be used first for one-time
pevment of $20 000 o each of the “surviving persors
excluded from their places of residerce pursuant to E O
Q0567 and the remaining furds to be used for research and
educaticn.

The recommendations have the imarnimons support of all
but e member of the commission, Fep. Lunsten, who
cpposes the recom mendation on redress.

Octoher: HE. 4110 ahill to accept and implem ent
the recommendations of the Commission is introduced
in Congress; the bill has 74 co-sporsors ; Howse Majority
Leader Jim "Wright (E-Texas) iz the lead sponsor

1984

May: The Federal District Court for the District of
Colwn bia nales in favor of the govermment and dismisses
the Mational Couwncil for Japarese S erican Fedress
TCTAR) class action suit.

The court rules that the statite of limifations has nan out
for former interrees to sue the governmert and suggests
that thesy sk Corngress for repamtions. The decision wAll
be appealed.

June: hMembers of the both the Black Cauwus and
Hispanic Caucus inthe House armounce their support of
the redress hill.

The Bl Street Jovrmal teports that Eepublicans in
Ciongress “back an apology but oppose paying $20,000
o each of the A0 000 survivors.” Itadds that the Eeagan
Admiristration is opposed to the hills. A White Howse
spoleesman, however, has not “armronmeced our opposition
et

The House Subcommittes on Adm inistrative Lavrand
Cionverm ental Eelations beging hearings on HE. 4110.

August: Testifying on 3. 2116 before a Serate
subocom mittee, Sen. Alan Cranston (O-Cahf) states
that second only to slavery the intenumert of Japarese
Americans was “the single worst mass violation of civl
nghts ard likerties in our nation’s history.™

October: The redress bills die in subcommittes = the
CEth Congress adjourns.
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1985

January: House Majority
Leader Wright (pictures]
reintroduces redress
legislation with 99 co-
sponsors durnng the opering
darys of the 9%h Congress.

The Civil Liberties Act of
195 15 identical to HE. 4110,
bt the bill"s mam ber bas been
clanged to HE. 442 in hovor
of the 4421nd Eesimental
Comm bat Team.

-

hay: Sen. spark Matsuraga
(D-Hargmii) reintrodiees the

tedress hill in the Senate.
3. 1053 is similar to HE. 442 ard has 26 co-sporsors.

September: Crayoe Uyehara becomes the interim
executive director of the JACL-LEC. She will later become
the permanert director.

1986

January: The 11.5. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia overtams a district court nuling dismissing the
NCITAR class actionsut The decision permits the case 1o
proceed to frial.

February: Inaletter to the chairman of the Howse
Tudiciary Committes, the Department of Justice opposes
the Tedress bill stating that it iz “futile™ fo attempt to
judge ratioral leaders who ordered the interrm ert during
“extreme wartime corditions.”

October: The 9%th Congress adjoums; the redress bills
tenver make it ot of subcommittes.

Movember: The Supreme Court agrees to hear the
.5, governmerit’s appeal of the NCTAR suit
The Court will crder the case baclk to another federal
district court of appeals.

1987

January: The Howse redress hill, HE 442, is reintroduced
with 125 co-sporsors duning the opeming daye of the 100th
Congress by House Majornty Leader Tom Folesy (O-Wash).
The climate in Congress is more favomble than it bas been in
wears, with both Houses rowrcontrolled by Democrats.

April: The Senate redress bill 5. 1002 is reintroduced by
Jen. Matsumaga with 75 co-sporsors.

hay: The House Tudiciary Committee’s Subcommittes
on Adminstrative Lawr and Governmerntal Eelations,
chaired by Fep. Bamey Frank (D-bass ), approves the
redress bill. It is the first time the legislation has ever gone
pastthe subcommittee level.

June: The House Tudiciary Committes, chaired byvEep.
Peter Eodino (C-H.T ), wotes tosend HE. 442 to the fudll
Heouse for a wote,

August: The Serate Coverrm ertal Affairs Committes,
chaired by Sern Johr Glenm (- Chio), passes 5. 1009 by
auranimous vote. The bill can now proceed to the Serate
floor There are 76 co-sponsors of the Senate bill; the Howse
bill has 167 co-sporscrs.

September: On the 200th anriversary of the sisring of
the Corsfitution, the Howse passes HE. 442 by a margin
of 243-14 1.

Eeps. Homan shumsay and Lungren (both
E-Calif ) introduce am endmernts that would eliminate
orf reduce paymernts to fommer intemees; the
amendm ents are voted dowr

THIS REDRESS TIMELINE WAS
REPRINTED FROM THE 35TH
BIENNIAL JACL NATIONAL
CONVENTION PROGRAM
BOOKLET.

October: The JACL National Board declires o take a
position on President Reagan’s selection of Robert Borle
to the Supremes Cowurt Marsy civil o ghts organizations
oppose the nomination. The TACT cites fears of
refribution by Eeaganagainst the redress bill as the
ress o for rot falang & stand .

December: JACL-LEC Executive Director Usehara
teports that threats of a filibuster by Eepublican serators
opposed o redress mean that the hill will not be voted on
by the end of the sear.

1988 "

]
January: & fomm letter from the White Howse responding B é’

to people wlo sent letters askang the president o support ! : ::," g
redress irdicates he will not sign the legislation. The letter * g
says the Japaness Evacuation Claim s Aot of 1948 handled kv

reparations, while President Ford's repeal of Executive
Order 9066 in 1975 took care of the apology

Eep. Mineta sars White Howse Chief of Staff Howard
Baloer told him that, contrary to some reports, Eeagan has
not et made a decision on the redress bill.

harch: The Congressiorel Eecord lists 11 amerdments
to the Senate redress bill, many of them by Sen. Jesse
Helms F-H.C). host of the amerdments
weaken the bill, while others address the
individia] pagments.

April: Crant Ujifusa of the JACL-LEC
reports that the JTustice Departm ent has
changed its position onthe redress hill,
“The current position is that the redress
bill is wrder reviews” by the department,
says Ujifuea.

The Senate passes 3. 1002 by a vote
of A5-27. The bill will neesr goto a joint
Serate- House conference commites,

Sern. Pete Wilson (R-Calif ) save he iz
opimistic that there are enough votes in
both houses of Congress o overnde a
presidential weto of the redress hill.

White Honse Press Secretary
Marlin Fitzwmater sas the president
iz “geremally supportive”™ of redress
legislation but has not yet decided
whether to signit.

May: The 1.3 Conrtof Appeals
for the Federal Cirocuat sustains a lower
cort’s decision todismiss the NCT AR suit. The group will
appeal to the Supreme Conurt.

June: Dhring the last day of the campai gn for the
Califorria presidential primary; Eepublican candidate
Wice Presidert George Bush declares his support for
the redress bill,

Unidentified White Howe and congressional
sources say the president interds to sign the redress
bill, reports the Saz Jose Adercrry Mews. Beagan
supposedly feels a veto might damage Eepublican
charces in the upcoming elections, especially in
Califorria, where maty JAs reside.

July: The final version of the redress hill comes
outof the confererce committee. By a voice vote, the
Serate passes the final wersion of the redress hill

August: [n aletter o House Speaker Woight,
President Feagan says he will sign the redress hill.

The house wotes 257-156 in favor of HE. 442,

After 10 years, a redress bill wall finally male it to
the president’s desle

Aug. 10, 1988

Presidernt Eeagan signs the redress bill.

’ jon”
perfect Lintor

i il AMere

wgtriving fe

“Thelegidation that I am about to sign provides for a
restitution of a payment . . . Yet no payment can make
up for those lost years. So what is important is this bill
has less to do with property than honor. For here we
admit a wrong. Here we affirm our commitment asa
nation to equal justice under the law. ™

— President Ronald Reagan

Aug. 10,1958
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JGGH Awarded Funds for Honouliuli Internment
camp Project

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Tle o
Japarese Cultuml Center  of Z
Hawmii will be awarded $111557
from the Mational Parle 3ersace to
help educate the public about the
Honowiuli Irtenromert Camp ot
Datoy, where Japanese Amercars
were detaired dunng World War IT,
anronareed Eep. Colleen Havabaea
(C-Hawmil) (metresd on July 11

The grant will furnd a multimedia
and wvirtual tour project of the camp,
which was located incentral Cahn

My Grandpa Muoda wes interred at Horoualinli, so this is persoral to
me, “gaid Hanabusa, “The detertion of Japanese Americans duntg World
War Il is a dark chapter in our ration’s history bt through edueation
and awareress, these stonies can help ersure that we do not repeat the
mistakes of the past.

“T hope theee wio have the opporbumnity o expenence JOT Havaii’s
virbel o of the Honouliuli camp gain inspiraticn to cortirmie to stand
for equality I waondd like o say mahalo 1o the Natiorel Parke Senace for
their work o preserve and interpret owr cowmtry’s Japanese American
inferrument sites and their histore ™ she coneluded.

The furding 15 part of the Japanese Amencan Cornfirement Sites
Grrant Program. |

A wiew of the Honouliull Campin centrd Oahu. The camp was one of & least five sites in
the Hawalizn |dands that housed Japaness Americans who were detained by the federd
governmentin the days following the attack on Pearl Har bor,
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NPS Grants $1.3 Million to Preserve
and Interpret WWIIl Japanese American

Confinement Sites

WASHINGTON, L. — On July 11, Mationsl
Parl: Service Director Jorathan B. Janas armounced
that more than $1.3 million in grants will be given
to kelp preserve and interpret the sites where mome
than 120,000 Japanese Americans — two-thirds of
them 1.5, citizens — were imprisored dunng Wearld
War [I.

“Chr natioral parks tell the stornes not ondy of
American success, but of our failures such as the
dark history of the internment of Japanese Amercans
during World War II,™ said Jansis. “We make these
crants so that presert and fuboe genemtiors are
remirded what happered and howr the people
sunvived these camps. And we make these grants o
demorstrate ocur nation’s commitment to the conoept
of Equal justice wmder lawe” that grevwr ot of these and
other civil rights experiences.”™
The 14 grant projects include:

* Creation of a memona to honor Japarese
Amernicars forciblyremoved from Trean, Alasks,
and sent o the Camp Lordsborg Intermment Camp
in Mewr Mexico ard later Minidolm Eelocation
Center i Idaho.

+ Iretallation of exhibits at the 3an BrimoBay Aea
Fapid Trarsit staton featuring plhotogmphs by
Dorothea Lange and Paul Kitagald telling the
story of forced relocation of Califonda Bay Aea
Japarese Am ericans.

* Plan for acquisition and preservation of an
abardoned root cellar, ore of five emaining
onginal stnuchres at the former Heart Mowatain
inferrument site in Wiyoming.

+ Ap exhibit at the Los Angeles Go for Broke
MNational Education Center — “Divergent Paths to
a Corver sent Aamernica: A 280-Degree Perspective
of the Japanese Amencan Besporse to WWIL.™

A guard tower & the Heart Mountain internment
site in Wiyoming

The Japarese American Confirement Sites Crant
Program supports projects in seven states. The gravts
given on July 11 bring the smant totls to $12 million
of the 335 million Congress auhonzed when it
established the JACSGP in 2006

Crants from the program may go to the 10 War
Eelocation Authonity camps established in 1242 or o
more than 40 other sites, including assembly location
ard isolation centers. The goal of the program is o
teach present and futire genemtiore ahout the injustice
of the WWII confinemert and inspire a commitment
o equel justice wnder the laws These are competitive
erants withrequired matches — a dollar of rornfederal
furds or §2 inldnd contributions for every grand
dollar.

For more details about these profects, visit ftp: /¥
wwwrps. goviip s ip JACS!,
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(From leff) Scholarship recipients Darielle Kitagawa, Karissa
Ogawa, Mick Wang, Dylan Mekagawa Jew, Justin Hashimoto
and Kyle Takeda

JACL San Jose Awards
Student Scholarships

At this year's JACL San Jose annud scholarship luncheon,
hield at the 1ssei Memorid Building on April 27, six high school
seniors were awarded scholarships totding $13, 500,

Mok Wang from Mountain View Hah School was honored with
the $3,000 Kenj Sakauye Memorid Scholarship and $1,000
Minja Youth Foundation Scholarship; Dylan MNakagawa Jew from
Saratoga Hgh School took home the $2 500 George Masunaga
Endowment Scholarship, Kye Takeda from St Lawence
Academy was awarded the $2,500 Phi Matsumura Community
Scholarship, Justin Hashimoto from Los Gatos Hgh School
wion the $1,000 San Jose JACL Award and $1,000 Masuo B
Makanura Memotial Scholarship, Karssa Ogawa from Gunn
High School won the $1,000 Ray & Lucy Matsumoto Business
Scholarship and $1,000 Minja Youth Foundation Scholarship,
and Danielle Kitagawa from Leigh High School wee awar ded
the $500 William K. Yamamoto Memoria Scholarship.

{Fromlelt) Scholarship winners ChrisinaGuiang, Garrett Kodama,
Dawid Satoda and Keana Makata

Students Receive Awards
From JAGL San Diego

JACL San Dego awarded scholarships to local high school
seniors a arecognition ceremony on April 28 & the Japanese
Friendship Garden in Baboa Pak Sudents honored were
Chrigtina Guiang from Canyon Crest Academy Hgh School,
who will be attending Portland State University, Davd Satoda
from La Costa Canyon Hah School, who will be attending the
University of California, Berkeley, Keana MNak ata from Helix Hgh
=ehool, who will enroll at Embry Riddle Aeronauticd Lhniversity
and Garrett Kodarma from Corenadoe High Zehool, who plans to
aftend Cdifornia State University, Chico, this fdl.

Berkeley JAGL Awards Nine
Scholarships and Honors
Pioneer Recipients

A b

JACL Berkeley recently awarded nine scholarships to gradudting high school seniors, Pictured are
{front row, from feff) Magdie Chen, Kristen Koyama, Angela Lud, Mali MeGuire and Reiko Nabeta
otending are (back rew, from leff] Leroy Morishita, Tyler Tagaws, Whitney Tamaki, Eric Phung,
Cody Dam, Brisna Adams, Joyees Shindo and Eric Torigoees,

F I T he JACL Berkeley chapter recently
awarded scholarships o nine college- | —~
bowurd, high school serdors: Briana Adams, |

Maggie Chen, Cody Dam, Eristen Koyama,

Angela Ly, Mali MoGuire, Eric Flumg, Twvler

Tagawa and Whitrey Tamald, Ploneer Awards

were also presented to Lewds Suzild and Mansin

Uratsu.

Flomg, a senior at Oaklard High Sclhool, was
armrded the chapter’s Dan and Kathleen Date
Memonal scholarship. Flumg will erter Yale
Uriversity as a political soience major.

MoChire, a senicr at Miram onte High School
(Orrda), was the recipient of the Bea Kono
Memonal scholarship,. MoTuare wAll enmoll at
Loyola Marymount University and major in
biclogy. In addition, she was awarded a Lovola
Marymonrt University scholarship based upon ber ment ard academ ic achievemernts.

Tamald was awarded the Terry WVamashita bMemonal scholarship, & senicr at Albargy High Schocl, Tamala
will be a biology major at the University of Califomia Berkeley, in the fall.

&dams, a senior at Morthgate High School (Walmg Creeld, will be studving muarsing at Chico State University.

Several studernts from Caldand High School were also recognized . Chen will enter the University of Califomis,
Diavis, as an wdeclared major; Dam is set to erroll at the University of Califomis, Los Angeles, where he plars
to major in biclogy; and Tuu will enter the University of California, SanDiego, as a biochemisty major.

Eoama, a senior at Oaklard Techrical High School wdll enter Califomia Polytechiie State University
Sanluis Ohispo, where she plans to stady biclogy.

Tagawm aserior at Bogriguez High School (Fairfield), will enter the University of Califomia Santa Cniz, =
a computer sclernce major.

The Berkeley chapter also honored Suzuld ard Umtsuas recipients of its Ploneer &ward. Established in 1996,
the Pioneer Avward is desigred to honor irdividuals for their comtnbutions o the JACL and to the broader
COTLI Uity

The chapter recogrnized Sizuld and Umtsu’s cortributions to the United States for their service in the Militarsy
Intelligerce Senvice during World War IT. Both men were recipients of the mation’s highest civilian honor at
the Congressional Cold Medal of Honor ceremorny in Washingtorn, DT, in the fall of 2011, Siwuld is an
accomplished watercolor artist who is kmown for using his art o reflect his worle as a lifelong peace activist
Uratsu serves o the board of the MNational JTapanese American Historical Society which worked with the
Maticnal Parks Fourdation to ereate the WIS Histonoal Leaming Certer at the Presidio in San Franeisco.

DChnng the awards presentation, Leroy Morshita president of Califomia State Urniversity East Bay served =
keymote speaker and recognition was given o the chapter’s seholarship contribators as well = its scholarship
committes. |

{Fram left] Pioneer honoree Lewis SUzuki, Fumi
SUzuki, Mivo Uratsy and honoree Marvin L atsu
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May Mamba frciured af cenfer wath bouguet) aloncg with YWashington state Sen. Bob Hased awa
{far feft), Bep. Sharon Tomiko Santos {far ight), Mako MNak agawa [standing befind Namba's left
shoukder) and supporters a the Seattle School District plague rededication ceremony on July 3.

Redesigned Plaque
Presented to the Seattle

School Board

By Mordca Lukar
Cordrilngor

ay (Caty) Mamba emembers all too

well a dark time in ker life when she

was forced to give wp her career and

virtually all she cwmed because she was
a Japanese American living on the West Coast during
the oreet of World War II.

Crosing up, MNamba had attended Elementary
Washington Crade Schocl and wes employed b the
Seattle 3chool District in the 1940s. She was able
to whork at Stevens Elementary School wntil Feb, 27,
1942 when she wes forced o resign by the school
board. [tis a date that she will always remember.

Ataboard mesting Ty 3, the Seattle School District
wee preserted with a new commemomtve plague
honoring 27 Mizel office clerks who had been forced
to resign from their jobs followang the attacl on Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941,

MNamba, one of 27 office cletks — all of whom were
wiomen — wes ordered to resign from ler position
by the Seattle Public School Board as a result of the
public’s heightened sense of fear and distrust toweard
Tapanese Amenicars.

Dhaing the recent meeting, MNamba expressed her

cratitude for the rededication of the plague, but
ghe also shed light on some of the injustices
and repercussicns  following the infamous
attack on Pear]l Harhor,

Dhring the war several members of the
com ity ineluding concemed parents and
mothers from Gatewood Elementary School,
rmised protests in the hopes of dismissing and
firing Japarese office school clerks, follosing
sTowAng opposition ard fears of the Japanese
American commurity

Namba even explaired that many people
wold try and wrongly illustate Japaress Americars
who were loval to the country as dissidents out to
poison the sohocls” hanches.

“These moms were afTald that we simply being of
Japanese arcestty, wes enough eviderce to believe
wee wold subrvert air mid dnlls, act as spies ard even
poison school lurches, ™ Mamba noted inher speechat
the board mesting.

&z a esult of pressure ard concem, the school
district forced Mamba and several other Japanese
Amencan office cletks to resisn Mamba said she and
the office clethks wers presented with teo options:
either to resign on the spot or be fired b the school
district

EMILY rlAMerD WOBInaRA

PriCn 0=

Mambaspedking a the July 3 board meeting. The was one
of 27 office clerks who were forced to resign from their jobs
by the Seattle Pubiic School Board following the onset of
World WWar 1.

‘The new plague will once again serve as

a rennnder of the fragiity of a democracy

. . . and the need for constant vigilunce to

preserve eqguailily and justice for all people.
— Karen Yoshitomi

1
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Shorfly after resigming, Mamba noted that she arnd
senveral otter Japanese Amencans had lost everything.

“With it we lost our jobs, which supported our
families, owr digrityand due process ™

Mamba was ircarcerated at the Minidola Eelocation
Center in Hunt Idabo, where she met her future
hnsbard, Tom Mamba, who enlisted in the Aoy and
served overseas & a member of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team.

For rearly two years, Namba was separated fTom her
fatter, who was desmed a “priscrer of wer, 7 according
to records from a 1954 school board mesting.

Following the war, the Namba'’s resettled in Seattle,
where they raised five boys. May Namba went on to
become a spokesperson for the group of Seaftle cletks

former elerks at the district

Aaren Purcell, archivist and records marager at
Seatfle Public Schools, said 12 vears ago the sclhool
district wes moved o a rew balding Dunng the
move, the oniginal 1954 plague was lost

1 think that it was interesting howr little history
pecple kmoar about the school district and howe this
ircident & well kown in the Japanese American
commurity ” Purcell said.

Purcell emphasized the importance of preserving
history as a way to emember ard learn from the
mistakes that have been made in the past.

I’z a reminder that that’s why plaques ard having
this infommation i important ™ he said. In losing
that history we erd up making some of the same

May Mambais pictured in tis Japanese Club photo provided by Seattle Public Schools, & well 26

an undated school year book photo {ar Aght).

Rellections on the Injustice

Mako Nakmgawms, a metired educator and member of the TACL, says the
tewr plague is inscribed withthe words, “Whenjustice prevails, everyone
benefits.”

“It's redly important that we look at history and look at it honestly
because if we don', its going to happenagain. And the way we hear owver
ard ower again n every comer of the Japanese Amencan commurity,

Dior'™ let it happen again, ™™ Nalmgarsm s=ad.

“We keep sayving that bt we hawe o do more things than the
mantra. We hawe to do things [to prevert] it from happening again
Make siure that [we kbows the] Constitition. Look at our liberties,
civil mdghts . . . . We mally have to work hard to protect them,™
she said.

Thoze mesponsible for the rew ededication and redesion of the
plague included members of the Japarese American plague
commites: Wendw Kimball, Nalmoaws Namba, Pucell, basr
Sasald arnd Stan Shikuma.

Mamba particularly expressed tharls to the JACL, Chermy
Kincehita for the esolutionand the cument school board for
Ieplacing the crigival lost redress plague.

“The rededication of the plague on Tuly 3 was areaffiom ation
by the Seatfle School Board of their commitment o ensuring
that such aninjustice will neser be forgotten or repeated, ™ said
Earen Yoshitomi, JACL Pacifie Morttreest regioral director.
“The new plaque will once again serve = a reminder of the
frability of a democmey in the face of fear and prejudice and
treneed for corstant wigilanee to preserve equality and justice
for all pecple. ™

Chler dignitaties who wers present for the dedication of
the weplacement plagie irncluded Washington state Sen. Bob
Haszegawm and Eep. Sharon Tomiko Sartcs. E

who were foreed to resign from their jobs . To this day
May Namba corntinnes o share her story with others.
She hopes people can leam from her experiences so
that future genemtiors do not make the same mistale.

Changes and Redress in the 1980s

The onginal plaque was preswmed tohave been lost
during the district’s move in 2001, On Aprl 11, 1984,
Seattle Masor Charles Eoyer had appeared before the
school board 1o express his support for a resclution
proposed by T. J. Vassar, wp of the Seattle Schocl
Board. The resolution had =hked to provide redress
payments ard apologies to the 27 school cletls wiho
were forced to resign from 3eattle Public Schools.

The employvees who were once asked to resign from
the district were awarded monetary redress in light of
their losses in 1984, after the redress resclhution passed
4-2 duning a packed school board meeting.

Chrng that time, a special ordinance was passed
in the city of Seatfle that would provide $5,000 4o
Tapanese Amernican em ployees who had lost thedr jobs
during WWIIL In 1986 Gow Booth Gardrer approved
legislations that authonzed monetarsy redresses to

bad decisions we have made in the past if we don't
urderstard that.”

Co-sporsors JACL and Seatfle Public Schools
had provided a replacement commemomtive plagjue
interded to hang in the Seatle School Disfrict
administration bulding dwing a special seminar
“Fedress: An American Issue™ at the Mippon Kan
Theatre onbay 16, 1987,

After the originel plaque was lost a plagque
commities decided to dmft a proposal to commission
ness artin 2012,

The New Plaque

Jeattle Public Schools Board Presidert Ky Smith-
Blum sane the rewr planue wall be placed in the board
offices a3 a histonic reminder of past irjustices and the
ways 1n which the commurnity can work toward fixng
those irequelities.

“We are horored 1o hawve the plague placed in our
board offices. It will serve as a visible reminder of
past mjustices ard the need to rededicate our worl
to equitable outcomes for all in the Seatfle Public
dchools, ™ said Blum.

The following is a list of clerks who forcibly
had to resign from their jobs following the

outhreak of YWorld War II:
1. May (Daty) Namba 15 Towo Okuda
2. Martha T Irouse 16, &lice M. Kavwmnich
3. Ester T. Uchimumm 17, Sally Shimanaka
4. Eiyoko Eiloachi 12, TerbkoNalata
5. Mariko Ceald 19, May Cta
6. May (Daty Hamba 20, Emi Ezamachi
7. MayE YokDgama 21, Masa Yamamurm
&. Toshiko Kozu 22, Anve Yamada
9. Al Takdzawm 23 Ayaboo Morita
10, Yoshilo Yaro 24, Kazdno Kuroda
11, Kilu Tomit 25 Jane Sugzwmam
12, Chizuko [keda 26, Yl Tke
12, Marjorie Ota 27 Avmme Ike

14. Ruhi shitama
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The JACL National Convention
WASHINGTOHN, D.C.

July 24-26

Renaissanos Hotsl Downtown
999 Hinth St., HW

This year's 2013 JACL
Maticnal Convention falls on
the 25-year anniversary of
the historic signing of the
Civil Liberties Act. The
convention's theme is
“Justice for All" It will kick off
with an opening bangquet on
the first evening. The
reception will be held in the
Mational Archives, with the
otiginal Redress hill on
display.

Info: Email do@jaol.org or
wisit hitp:/fjaol.org/2013.

The 36th Asian American
Intamational Film Festival
NEW YORK CITY

July 24-Aug. 3

The Asian American
International Film Festival
will feature documentaries, a
world premiere, a tribute to
fermale filmrmakers,
award-winning films and
LGETQ-themed films. The
festival is being held in
partnership with My TV
Screenings will be held at
the Anthology Filmn Archives,
Asian Society, Museum of
Chinese America and the New
York Institute of Technoloogy
Info: Visit wnarw.asian
oinavision.oryg.

Miohio lhara's 'Looking Baok,
Looking Forward' Exhibit
CONCORD, MA

Until Aug. 14

Conoord Art Assn.

37 Lexington Road

Japanese kinetic sculptor and

UIDE TO NOTABLE COMMURNITY EVENTS

R

e

artist Michic lhara has
devoted over 50 years to
creating sculptures for public
and architectural spaces.

His exhibit "Locking Back,
Looking Forward" is currently
on display

Info: Visit www.oonoordant.org
or oall (978) 369-2878.

>>NCWNP

Watsonville-5anta Cruz JACL's
Redrass Anniversary Calsb mtion
WATSOHNVILLE, CA

Aug. 10,2-4:30 p.m.

JACL Tokushige Kizuka Hall

180 Blaokburn 5t.

The Watscnville-Banta Cruz
JACL chapter is hosting a
celebration of the 24th
anniversary of the passage of
the Civil Liberties Act.

Special guests include former
Wl internees. Those who
contributed to JACL chapter's
redress and reparations
campaign 30 years ago

will also be honored. In
addition, light refreshments
will be provided.

RSYP: Call Mas Hashimoto

at (831) 722-6859 or email
hashi79&@sboglobal.nat.

= PSW

Sumner Soboro Chioken Rioe
Supper Workshop

L0S ANGELES, CA

Aug. 24,11 a.m.

Japanesa American National
Museum

100 N. Coantral Awe.

Cost: 570/Members;
S80/Honmambers

This workshop will focus on
making the Japanese dish
sobore chicken. Those who
are interested in attending the
workshop are encouraged to
REVP early. There are

16 seats available.
Info: Call (213} 6250414 or
wisit whArW.janm.oryg.

Hizai Wask Japanasa Fastival
LOS ANGELES, CA

Aug. 10-11 & Aug. 17-18,

10 a.m.

Los Angalas’ Littls Tokyo

Come share in the Japanese
American community spirit
and attend the nation's
lzngest-running ethnic festival
of its kind. Held every
summer, this year's Japanese
cultural events, activities

and exhibits are filled with
fun events for all ages.

Info: Visit wharw. niseiwea k.org.

JACCC's 'Remenbaring Sadako:
Folding for Peaoa’ Event

LOS ANGELES, CA

Aug. 3-6,3 p.m

Japanesa American Cultural and
Comrmunity Cantar

244 5. 5an Padro 5t.

In remembrance of Sadako,
who was 2 years old when the
atomic bomb was dropped

oh Hiroshima, attendees
continue this four-day
tradition of folding a

thousand origami cranes.

Info: Call (213} 628-2725 or visit
WWW.ja000.0rg.

»xPNW

Hiroshimra & Hagasaki
Anniwarsary Commenoration
PORTLAND, ORE.

Aug. 6, 6=F p.m.

Japanasa American Historioal
Plaza

Portland Waterfront at AW NHaito
Parkway and Couoh Streat
The Oregon Physicians for
Social Responsibility will be
hceting a commemorative
ceremony marking the B8th
anniversary of the atomic

, Book Talk with '"Twice Heroes'
. Author Tom Graves
SAN JOSE, CA
Aug. 3,1 p.m.
Japanese American Museum of

San Jose

935 N. Fifth St.

bombings of Hiroshima and
Magasaki. The event will also
highlight the Hanford Muclear
Reservation near Portland.
There will alsc be
petformances by Portland
Taiko and Satori Men's
Chorus.

Info: Call (803} 274-2720 or
anmil info@oregonpsrorg.

Nikkai Comnmnity Pionio
PORTLAND, OR

Aug. 18,12 noonto 3 p.m.
Oaks Park

South Park Ama

The Portland JACL chapter
i gearing up for its Nikkei
Community Picnic with food,
taiko, bingo and amusement
ridles for children. Attendees
are advised to look cut for the
“Mikkei Community Picnic"
banner on the south end of
the park.

RSVP: Call Connia Masuoka by
Aug. 9 at (803) 243-3291.

=5 DG

Tri-Chaptar Matsumoto Sister
City Pionio

SALT LAKE CITY, UT

July 24, 12:30-3 p.m.

Jordan Park

100 5. 900 W.

Cost: 559/0enaral ad mission;
53/Kids; Frea/JACL members
and studants

Keeping with a tradition that
began several years ago,
the JACL Litah chapters will
hcet a potluck picnic for stu-
dents and their host families
from Matsumoto, Japan.
Attendees are asked to bring
side dishes and desserts.
JACL chapters will provide
the main dish (chicken) and
drinks.

Info: Visit http:/fjaol-utah.org.

& American
“Twice He
Veterans of WWIl and
ga” chronicles the JA experiencs
hefors, during and after the war.
Info: Gall {408) 294-3138 or visit
WWW.jamsj.org.

=rarns.

=5 Amer-

-=MDGC

' Bayond the Oreat Wave'

Art Exhibit

CHICADO, IL

May 23-0ot. 27

The Art Institute of Chioago,
Bluhm Family Tarraos

111 5. Miohigan Ave.

Five sculptures of urban youth
created by Japanese artist
Tomoaki Suzuki are on
display at the Bluhm Family
Terrace. The bronze
sculptures were inspired by
Suzuki's life living in London.
Info: Call (312} 443-3600 or
visit wanaLartio adu.

Missouri Botanical Gandan’s
37th Annual Japanesa Fastival
ST. LOUIS, MO

Aug 31-Sapt. 1,

10 a.m-8 p.m

Missouri Botanioal Qamdan
4344 Shaw Blwd.
Cost: 5 15/Adults; 55/Mambars
The Missouri Botanical
Garden's 37th Annual

Japanese Festival returns
with traditional rousic, martial
arts, surmo, sushi, bon cdori,
bonsai, taike and more.

Info: Call (314) 5775100 or
wisit wwrw.nobot.orgfevents/
iapanasafastival. [ |
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Arimizu, Masae, 100,

Morthridge, CA; June 30; she is
surved by her caughters, Hazel
Isa, Janet Chinn, Doris Arimizu
alzo sursiwed by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives; 3 oc;

5gge.

Hiromoto, Tadashi, 90,

Los Angeles, CA, July 4, helis
survived by his nife, Kazuko Hiro-
rnoto; children, Bokiy (Phalis) Hi-
rormoto, Mae (Pauly Saito, Sammy
{Dioney) Hirormoto and Stella
(Momnan) Tarmashiro, brother,
Mariwikl Hromaoto, sistars, Tazuko
Yoshirnura and Yoko (George)
Makamura; many nieces, nehens
and ather relatives here and in

Japan, 7 oe.
Hiroshige, Taeko, 84,

¥ .'

Los Angeles, CA July 3; she s
surwived by her sons, Tadashi and
Jarnes Akira (Carol) Hiroshige;
daughter, Terry Msako (Doug Med-
Wck) Hiroshige, brothers, Toshiak|
and kenjl (Kivaka) VWatanale,
sigters, Hickko (Tadao) Ishilkashi
and June Masako lmamura;

alzo survived by many nieces,
neems and other relatives; 3 gc.

Pacific Pallsades, CA July 1| ke
I5 sursived by his wife, Miyoko ha,
s0ns, kazuo (wette), Shin and
Toshio tha; dauchter, Hiroko J. [ha
(Enrico) Tarantini; grandchilcren,
Mexander, Hiromi Marie ha and

Joe ha Tarantinl, other relatives.

lwasa, George Yutaka, 56,
Ontario, O, June 15; he was born
in Hood River, Ore., to Inosuke
and Harue lwasa; his family was
interned at Tule Lake anc Heart
hountain; he serwved in the Army
during the Korean Conflictand
then becarmne an optormetist, pe-
ceded in death by his wife, Elsie;
daughter, Delbarah; grancdaughter
Lauren WzDonald, sur vad by his
sons and thelr families, Dr, Stewa
and Sue (vasa, with Ben lwasa,
and his great grancdauchters
Kierra and Kaori McDonald, Bruce
and Salerie wasa with Aulzianne,
Andralyn, Joken and Jillana,

Doug and Angela lwasa with Sath,
Or. Dan and Ywonne lwasa with
Carly, Makoto and Chioe; and
Dasid and Kathy lwasa with

kaily and Dawson,

Kadowaki, Hak Hitoshi, 66,
Mila Park, CA; July 2, surd wad by
his wife, Alice Kadowaki; mother,
Shigeko kacdowaki; siblings,

Tarn (Lorened and Ted (Donna
Kadowaki; sisters-in-law, Sharan
(Glenn) Sugita and Gall (Ken)
Mishicla, nieces and nepheis,
Bryan, Ayan and Lisa Kadowak],
Blaine (Jilly 1shii, Staci (Garin)
Yoashimura, Trisha Mishimura

and Kewn and Kaya Mshida; also
sursived by rnan y other relatives,

Kaneko, Helen N., 96,

Sherman Oaks, CA June 29; she
is predeceased by her huskband,
John; sursived by her children,
Chrig (Jo Brockway), Janet (Pado
Equinozio), Kesin (Gail) ancl
Rooer; 7 oc; 1 oo,

Kehara, Amy kchiye, 75,

Los Angeles, CA, July 4, survived
by her huskband, Umio Takehara,
son, Ron (Pia) Takehara, brothers,
Joe (Marika) lwarna and Henry
Uiy Sumick lrothers-in-lam,
Yone ane) and Dawid ko)
Takehara,; also survived by many
hieces, nephews and other rela-
tives; 2 ge.

Kimura, Taro, 91,

Los Angeles, CA; July 1, heis sur-
wived by his wife, Asako Kimura,
children, Phylis (Eugenes) Hayas-
hitara, Claudia (Carlos) Makata,

jemmcmpm

and Marle (Ken) Baker; siklings,
Yukl (Tach Tanag , Yone (4Kl Asal
and Hro {Henry) Shimizu; sisters-
in-law, Mobuko Shojf, Hanako
Dshita and Cara ke; alsosur wed
by many hieces, nephews anc
other relatives, 6 gc.

Matsuda, Sam Isamu, 93,
Salinas, CA June 28 he iz sur-
wived by his wife, Moluko Mat-
sucla; sons, Tak (MWrginia), Tommy
(Undy and Kenn y Matsuda,
slgter-in-law, Chieko Nakarmura
of Japan; also survved by many
hieces, nephews and other
relatives; 3 oc.

Morikawa, Kiyoshi, 86,

Wission Mejo, CA, June 30,
sur v by his wite, Msao Wor-
kawa, children, \Wesley (Debarah)
harikama, Janet (Dave) Tanizaki,
Faula JoeYy) Lurm; sisters, Samiko
tJohn) Kanno and Harumi Saa-
vedra, brother, kazuo Morikawa,
also suri wac By rnan y other family
e ters, 6 gc, 2 goc.

Morita, Aiko Hamaguchi, 94,
Hoomfield Hlls, M June 12,
internee of Manzanar, where she
was & nurse, peceded in death by
her huskand, Cr. Yoshikazu Maorita,
survivad by her brather, Roy
Hamaguchi; sister, Hana Kurachi;
hieces and nephews,

Iurag, Naohide Ken, 78,

Culver City, CA; July 4, hels sur-
wwed by his daughter, Elko Muraa
(Edward) valparaiso; also survved
by many other relatives, 4 gc.

Nakashima, Yoneo, 88,

California; June 26; heis survved
by his wife, Avako Makashima,
children, John (Jady) Nakashima,
Kathy (Daws) Schrelter, Cyndy
(Don Witecher, Rick (Bessie),
Dave (dudy), Stewen (Wary Beth)
Makashinna, also suriwed by
many nieces, neghews and other

In Memoriam’iz a free
i [lzting thiat appears on a limited, space-awllable bess, i
i Tributes honar sour |owed ones with e and photos and sppesr n & :

Contact:

nalesi® padficoiizen.org or

timaly manrer at the rate of $20 ealumn insh. ]

[213] B20-1767
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relatives; 19 ge; 7 oge.

Osaki, Henry Kaz, 84,
Los Angeles, CA; Julyd; he is

survived By his wife, Kimie Osaki;

s0n, Kenny Ceaki; sisters, Bue
Murata, May Ikernoto and rene

(Katsumi) Takal; also suryviwac by

han i hieces, nephens and
other relatves.

Takada, Kazuo, 70,

San Diego, CA; July9; survived by

his wife, Waka Takack, chilcken,

MKl Takada anc Kentaro Takads;
rmother, Toshiko Takack of Japan;

sibings, Akio (Mchiko), Mokuo
Miokoyand Mchiko Takack of
Japan, lrothers-in-law, Shunichi

(Mehiko) and Kajl (Yeshika) Tajima

of Japan; also surived by many
nieces, nephews and cther
relatives in Japan.

Takemoto, Rev. Teruo Ted, 86,

_ =Ei
Stockton, CA; June 30, heis
surwvec! by his chilcren, Ecidie,
Glenn and Gary Takermoto and
Tina (Ken) Bone, brather, Frank
(katsuko) Takemoto, nieces and

hehems, Karen (Brac) Kouno,
Torm Takemoto, Mctor S&iji (Wa-

sako), Sancka, Fichard Fukuhara,

Aklye (MIKE) Maughin, Larry and
Tracy (Joann) Fukuhara, also

surwivec By man y grancnieces and

grandnephews; 6 ge.

Tokuda, Kip, 66,
Seatlle, WA, July 13, the farmer
Seatle state lawnaker suffered

from a heart attack while fishing on

Whidley Island; he founded he

Japanese Cultural and Community

Center of Ywashington and the

Asian Paciflc |slander Comrmunity

Leadership Founciaton; he is

survivad by his wite, Barbara Lul,

daughters, Molly and Pei-Mng;

his mother, Tama Tokuda; brother,
Floydd: sistars Waletia Chin, Wendy

Tokuck Hall and Marll yn Tokucla,

Yamashiro, Paul T., 73,

California, June 28 he is sur ved
by his wite, Mille Yarmashiro, sons,
Dawd Diane) and Craig (Ranea)
Yamashiro; siblings, Pat (Tosti)
Hiral, Fred (Alice) Yamashiro and
Kiko (Yukion Matsurmoto; also

surv ved by man y nleces, neghens
and other relatives; 3 oc.

Yamashita, kchiro, 63,

Los Angeles, CA; July 2 surdved
by his wife, Kurmiko Yarmashita,
son, Michael Kenj Yarmashita,
rother, Teruyo Yarnashita, sister,
Kazuko {limmyd Uchida; also
survived by other relatives.

Yamashita, Moriko, 84,
Carnarillo, CA; July B, she s
survved by her niece, lrene
iLarryy kawata, brother, Eilchiro
moshiko) Seing; rothers-in-law,
Minory Ohara and Kanou (Hroko)
farnashita; also survived by many
hieces, nephews and other rela-
tives in the LS, and Japan,

Yoshida, Taketsugu Tak, 72,
Los Angeles, A, July 2, a Japsan-
barn lssel and veteran of Wetham
Yiar, heis sursived by his wife,
Hircko “oshida, children, Julie
Sanae and Andrew Masatimi
‘foshicla, sisters, Emika (kiyashiy
Tashima, Yoko Ichikama and
Tomoko Yoshida, also survived by
many nieces, nephews and other
relatives in the LS. and Japan,

Yoshinaga, Tokiye, 85,

Los Angeles, CA, July 2, she

i5 survived by her huskeand,

kazuo Yoshinaga, sidings, Carol
dirmenez and Tokusel Mayeca,
also surd ved oy many nieces,
nephews and ather relatives, W
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continued from page 3

The 1e-enactment w=s the largest gathening of JTaparese
Amenicans since World War IT,

Soon, the news media’s attitde completely reversed from
“F2 hillicm iz too much for redress” to “$3 billion iz 2 small
price to pasy ™ Amarinsly the publicity battle was woninjust
thres montle of brlliant srassioots crganizing.

The need to reman vigilant was the message for the
second day of the conference. Alan Mishio, hoard president
of Los Angeles’ Little Toloo Servdce Center, pointed cut that
the infrastmicture that led to ircarcermtion could be emsily
resurected today.

Mishin cited several factors: a lot of money in a small
cotcentraticy of hards; record amounts of morvesy spert on
polities ard lobbying inecreasing corporate control of news
media; and the majority of Amencars having litle to no
confidence in our governmert. “Tts the perfect stomm for
incarcermtion to happen again!™ ke said. Mishio urged the
activist college students of the 19605 o reumite with today’s
college ermadimtes to rel giite 1deals of what the world can be
ard the passion to fight for those whose nghts are wolated.
“Thisgent iz not dislovalty! It iz democmey!™ he concluded.

Stories of those who made a differerce contirned dunng
the moming’s general sezsion The Hon, Mary M. Schroeder
shared the stories of Tom Tang, Wallace
Tashima =and Herhert Chot. Judge
Schroeder noted that though the three
men came from different ethric roots
— Chinese, Japanese ard Eorean
respectively — they shared a common
desire to change the statiz quo.

“Armviversares are ahowt  change.
Today, we are celebmfiing changs ard
those who made that change posgsible,™
she said. Tudge Schroeder was herself an
agent of change, kbaving awthorized the
order that vacated Gordon Himhay=shi's
cotrviction,  “Actiore of govenument
must alwmie be constrmired by the
Constitutionn. The people in charge of
upholding the Constitution must not fail
in our duty ™ she noted.

Cne the most memorable workshops
wa ‘Fast of the Ezclusion Zone™
Shiz Watarahe, a petite woman with
an  adorable,  spatkling  persorality

were Mdnapped ard falen o concentration camps. These
prisorers were often used as pawars in government hostage
exchanges, classified as illegal aliens even though thesy were
brought to the United States agairst their will. Sadly Latin
American Japarese have not achieved redress or an official
apology despite five lawsuits and lobbying for two pieces
of faled legislation Shimizu emplasized the importance
of Nilded opposition o the Mational Deferse Authorization
Act 3he added that ND&A discredits the Civil Liberties
Aot ard raises questions about the sincenty of the orizival
redress apology:

Atendees were touched by the mowing beauty of the Banbridge |sland
Japanese American Exclugion Memorial.

lived in Montas during World War 11
She recalled wiath great emotion the traama of lving free
even ag thousards of people who looked just ke her were
imprisoned by their owmn govenument hehind harbed wire.
Her presentation brought the andience to tears and also to
lanaghter as she good-naturedly asked the moderator several
times o let ker share “one more store™

Che of the most fascinating workshops was “World War
II Hildei Expererces in the Pacific Rim.” Panelist Crace
Shimimi shared the story of Latin American Japarese who

Another  eve-opening  worshop wes  “Sfanding on
Prorciple,™ moderated by Orateful Crane diector 5ol
Kashiwag. Parelist Mary Woodward paid tobute to her
parents, Milly and Walt Woodward, owmers and editors of
the Baimbrice Review This was the only newspaper in the
comitry o oppoge the mcarceration. It was fruly nspiring
to hear shout her parerts’ support of Japanese Americars
through open disconrse in the rewspaper on both sides of
the izsue. They also hired local detainees to serve as off-site

corespondents who confributed articles to leep their islard
comm wity aware of camp news.

&g Woodward noted, her parents alwasys described the
ncarcerationas “friends who had gone axay for awhile™ ard
always used the detnirees” home address rather than their
camp affiiation These efforts allowed the commumity o
decide the izsue for themselves, eventually creating a wery
positive response that led to Bambridse Island laving the
largest percentage of Japanese Amenicans retuning to their
home community. In fart, islarders had 12 empty chairs at
the highschool graduation represernting detairees who could
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The Bainbridge |sland Japanese American Exdusion
Mermorid begins with a plea of
"Let It Mot Happen Agan.”

not parficipate in the cerem oy with their school frierds.

The confererce closed with a dirmer hanquet featunng
a tribte to the late Sen Dariel Inouye and a kesmote
speech by the Hon Morman Mineta. After the wvideo tnhute,
Mineta poeed the question, “What do we do with owr pride
for Danie]l Inonye and his story as well as the stories of
all Japarese Amencans? He arswered that we have an
importart standard of horor to live up to. He added that
JAMM 15 part of the American story o which we have been
given custody and that we must not be oo mired in the past
withongt ensuring that we imvest in the future.

There were so mary other highli ghts duning this amazing
conference. There were stiming rerditions of songs from
Ceorge Talei’s onginal play “Allegiance™ Arsel Adams’
Manzarar exkibit; a display aboat the Congressioral Gold
Medal; a tnp to the Bainbnd ge Island Memonal. When the
rext JAMM confererce returrs (maybe to Califorma™, T wdll
hopefull v have gained my cam persoral experience spealing
up for eivil likerty ard justice.

Roberta Barton isr o PO, Editorial BEoard Member and
CODC JACE Vice Goverror.

REFLECTIONS >>
continued from page 3

The Amencarization of Japarese Amencars, I'm
cotrvinced, was what drowve this issue ot from behind the
curtEing that surroarded the commrdty ard 1o the public
for all to see. Bt what if those fewr college professors —
ol thoze damn progressive liberal socialist pindo histors
professors — didnt male passing mention about the
evacuation ard relocation of Japarese Amencars dunng
WL, as they would have descoribed 1t? What if thew never
mentiored it ard the youns Sansel sitting in those classes
weren't confuged ard sturmed ard angry ard compelled to
learn the truth from their silert parerts ?

Tlen wiat?

‘At times we were our own worse enemy. Butf we prevailed. Because of who
we are. Because we believed so deeply in what we sought. And because we

had the courage to travel that road.

The muath will ot as ore of Shalkespeare’s charmacters states.
What happened tous duning the war, what we expenenced —
the indignity the shame, the ingustice — were oo profoumnd
for itnot 1o come tolight at scmme point in time.

Marry in the commumity did not really want thiz zsue, bt
a significant manber of the JTACL' s Miszel felt compelled to
seck justice no matter the cost. It was not “what 1f7 for them
butwhat iz ard what wall be. For them from the outset, 1t wes
the Constitution and what was right.

It was momentous, that moment when Edizon stood at the
mic and led the JACL to redress. The oad was treacherons
and full of confiict from within, At times we were owr owm

worst enemy. Bt we prevmiled. Because of who we are
Because we believed so deeply in wiat we sought. Ard
becaee we had the courmge to ravel that road.

Ard so, kere we are 25 years later aclowdedging that
jourrey. But in doing so, let’s not forget those who were part
of that jourtey, each ard every ore of them, and let’s not
forget that we were all travelers on that road.

For me, it all starts with the memory of Edizon standing
at the mic with thoee profourd words: “What ['m going o
propose this afternoornis a new directon for the JACL .7

Jokire Tateiski i a former JACT Naioral Director.
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