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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor} 

Grayce Uyehara passed away on June 22, 

2014. She was 94 and a longtime resident 

of fue Philadelphia area. One of her major 

contributions was her role in making JACL's 

redress initiative a legislative success story. 

In 1984, when lACL's efforts to seek passage 

of its redress legislation were stalled and in 

complete disarray, Grayce was asked to lead 

fue effort as fue executive director of lACL's 

Legislative Education Committee (LEC), 

working out of lACL's Washington, D.C, 

office. 

She, together with a team of vohlllteers, 

resuscitated the stalled redress initiati ve. 

Her team consisted of Grant Ujifusa, Mn 

Yasui, Cherry Kinoshita, Denny Yasuhara, 

Shig Wakamatsu, Mae Takahashi, Peggy 

Liggett, Molly Fujioka, Harry Kajihara, 

Letter to the Editor 

This Letter to 

the Editor was 

submitted in 

response to 

LETTERS 

Tom Kometani, Rudy Toki wa, Mary 

Tsukamoto, Art Morimitsu, Judy Niizawa, 

Meriko Mori and Rufu Hashimoto. 

They worked tirelessly to overcome obstacles 

in Congress, garnered support from key 

legislati ve leaders and persuaded President 

Ronald Reagan to change his initial opposition 

tofue Gvil Liberties Act of 1988, which he 

signed on Aug. 10, 1988. 

Grayce is depicted in "Crossing," artist 

Alfred J Smifu's large acrylic painting 

(1986), which is hung in fue Washington, D. C 

Convention Center lobby area. The painting 

includes then-prominent commrnrity leaders 

crossing the street at the comer of Connecticut 

Avenue and M Street NW, Washington, D.C 

Grayce was a kind and quiet person. When 

she did speak, she was always insightful, direct, 

Dear Mr. Tateishi} 

Grayce Uyehara is depicted in "Crossing," 

a painting by artist Alfred J. Smith. 

and fearless in "telling it like it is." I aI ways 

listened and learned. I will miss her. 

Gerald Y llJ1llUia 

Washington, D_C_ 

Alfuough I agree wifu some of your article "Still My Hero," I respectfully disagree 

wifu most, and I would appreciate fue opportunity to present my opinion as an 

0pJ:Xlsmg VIew. 

"The problems at the VA were not of Shinselei 's making. He inherited them." 

John Tateishi's 

commentary titled 

"Still My Hero" 

(pacific Citizen, 

Juns 6-19, 2014). 

I agree. Shinseki did not create fue problems, BUT he was appointed to correct 

them, and he did not. And more disturbing is the abuse and mismanagement 

continued UNDER HIS WATCH. This is just anofuer excuse to try to deflect 

blame for fue on-going dysfunction and abuse within fue VA and this 

Administration. 

" ... increasing demands as thousands of veterans returning from Iraq and 

Afghanistan have sought care." This is true. However, the veterans who have not 

received adequate care also include older ones, veterans from other combats. ------: ~ FOA n:E R£COFD -- 11IU.1II'_ 

"[Shinselei] was blind-sided." Where was Shinseki since being appointed? 

Wasn't he appointed to get to fue bottom of fuese problems and begin to correct 

them? Sadly, it appears the abuse and mismanagement continued, and more occurred 

under his watch. And had it not been for fue whistle-blowers, this abuse would 

not have been reported nor acknowledged (by Shinseki or Obama), and it would 

have continued. 

"[Shinselei was] willing to fall on his sword." In my opinion, he should be held 

accountable for his lack of leadership and management. But this doesn't constitute 

falling on his sword, being used as fue fall guy, a scapegoat or a witch hunt. 

What it boils down to is being held accountable and responsible. Periodl 

» See LETTER on page 12 
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NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION NAMES HISTORIC 
WINTERS BURG TO ITS 2014 
LIST OF AMERICA'S 11 MOST­
ENDANGERED HISTORIC PLACES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The National 

Trust for Historic Preservation named 

Historic Wintersburg in Hlllltington Beach, 

Calif., to its 2014 list of America's Most 

Endangered Historic Places on June 24. 

This annual list spotlights important 

examples ofthe nation's architectural, 

cultural and natural heritage that are at risk 

of destruction or irreparable damage. More 

than 250 sites have been on the 

list over its 27-year history, and in that time, 

only a handful of listed sites have been lost. 

Historic Wintersburg docwnents three 

generations of the Japanese American 

experience in the United States, from 

immigration in the late 19th century to the 

return from incarceration in internment 

camps following World War II. 

The site contains six extant pioneer 

structures and open farmland and is one of 

the only surviving Japanese-owned proper­

ties acquired prior to California's anti-Japa­

nese "alien" land laws of 1913 and 1920. 

In contrast to Japanese American confine­

ment sites from the WWII era, Historic 

Wintersburg captmes the daily community 

life and spiritual institutions of Japanese 

settlers as they established a new life in 

America. 

"Historic Wintersburg is a rnrique cultural 

site that tells the important story of early 

Japanese American immigrants as they 

sought to make a new life and build a 

commrnrity in Southern California," said 

Stephanie Meeks, president of the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation. "We strongly 

support a collaborative effort that preserves 

Wintersburg's historic landscape while 

building upon its longstanding role as an 

educational and supportive space for the 

Huntington Beach community." 

The site also chronicles the multigenera­

tional story of the Furuta family, Japanese 

pioneers who cultivated a fann for close to a 

century, helped establish Japanese civic and 

business development organizations and are 

a largely unrecognized part of Orange 

County's history. 

The property is currently owned by 

Rainbow Environmental Services, a waste 

transfer company. In November 2013, the 

Huntington Beach City Council voted 4-3 to 

certify an Environmental Impact Report, 

which rezones the property from residential 

to commerciallindustrial. The Council also 

approved a Statement of Overriding Consid­

eration - the action that allows demolition 

of all six structures. 

Although Rainbow agreed to provide 

preservationists until mid-2015 to find 

solutions to save the historic property, 

demolition of the site remains a possibility. 

America's 11 Most Endangered Historic 

Places has identified more than 250 threat­

ened historic treasures since 1988. Whether 

these sites are urban districts or rural 

landscapes, Native American landmarks or 

20th century sports arenas, entire commrnri­

ties or single buildings, the list spotlights 

historic places across America that are 

threatened by neglect, insufficient funds, 

inappropriate development or insensitive 

public policy. The designation has been a 

powerlul tool for raising awareness and 

rallying resources to save endangered sites 

from every region of the COlllltry. 

Members of the pubUc are invited to learn 

more about what they can do to support 

these 11 historic places and hundreds of 

other emkmgered sites at www. 

preservaiionnation.orglplaces. 

Yukiko and Charles Furuta at the 

bungalow, circa 1913 

THE 2014 LIST OF AMERICA'S 

MOST ENDANGERED 

HISTORIC PLACES 

• Battle Mountain Sanitarium 

(Hot Springs, S.D.) 

• Bay Harbor's East Island 

(Miami-Dade County, Ra.) 

• Chattanooga State Office Building 

(Chattanooga, Tenn.) 

• Frank Lloyd Wright's Spring House 

(Tallahassee, Ra.) 

• Historic Wintersburg 

(Huntington Beach, Calif.) 

• Mokuaikaua Church 

(Kailua Village, Kom, Hawaii) 

• Music Hall (Cincinnati, Ohio) 

• The Palisades 

(Englewood Cliffs, N.].) 

• Palladium Building (St Louis, Mo.) 

• Shockoe Bottom (Richmond, Va.) 

• Union Terminal (Cincinnati, Ohio) 

APAs in the News/NewsBytes 

Esther Puakela Kia'aina Confirmed to Assistant Secretary of the 

Interior for Insular Areas 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Hawaii's Esther Puakela Kia'aina was 

confirmed by the U.S. Senate on June 26 as Assistant Secretary of 

the Interior for Insular Areas at the Department of the Interior. 

Born in Guam to Native Hawaiian parents, Kia'aina currently 

serves as the First Deputy Director of the Hawaii Department of 

Land and Natural Resources, appointed by Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

to oversee the management of 1.3 million acres of public lands and 

near-shore ocean resources in Hawaii. 

Kia'aina is a graduate of the Kamehameha Schools in Honolulu and received a J.D. 

from George Washington University Law School in 1998 and a B.A. in political science 

and international relations from the University of Southern California in 1985. 

UCLA Prof. Paul M. Ong Honored with Don 1. Nakanishi Award 

LOS ANGELES - Prof. Paul M Ong was recently awarded the 

Don T. Nakanishi Award for Outstanding Engaged Scholarship in 

Asian American Studies at the University of California, Los 

Angeles. 

A longtime member of the Center's faculty, Ong has taught at 

the university for the past 29 years and has dedicated his career to 

putting research at the service of the commrnrity and engaging the 

public sector and policymakers in making significant social change. 

Ong has authored or edited nine books and published more than 70 journal articles and 

papers, and his innovati ve courses have helped students pursue research that is relevant 

to key issues in the API commrnrity. 

The Don T. Nakanishi award includes a $5,000 award and is rotated annually between 

faculty and students. 

Nisei Veteran Don Miyada Receives Diploma From Newport Harbor H.S. 

NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. - Don Miyada, 89, joined 

Newport Harbor High School's 2014 graduating class on June 19, 

more than seven decades after he was taken out of school and 

interned in Poston, Ariz., during World War II. 

Miyada was 17 when he was sent with his family and more than 

17,000 other detainees to Poston. After two years in camp, Miyada 

moved to Mchigan, where he was drafted. He went on to serve 

in the U. S. Ann y and then earned a doctorate in chemistry from 

Mchigan State University. He later became a professor at the University of California, 

Irvine. 

In May, Miyada was invited by school principal Sean Boulton to walk with this year's 

graduating seniors, an honor long overdue but not forgotten. 

JACL Supports Senate Hearing on Voting Rights Amendment Act 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The JACL joined other civil rights organizations on June 25 

on Capitol Hill to urge Congress to support the passage of the Voting Rights Amendment 

Act(VRAA). Stafffrom JACLNational attended a crowded Senate Judiciary Committee 

hearing and the following rally outside the Capitol. 

JACL submitted a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee, noting the importance of 

the vote for minorities. 

The passage of the VRAA would reinstate and strengthen provisions to the 1965 

Voting Rights Act that were struck down through the Supreme Court's decision in 

Shelby County v. Holder one year ago. The Supreme Court's ruling deemed the formulas 

for mandatory preclearance of certain regions outdated. Section 5 of the VRAA would 

restore the preclearance protections removed by the Supreme Court. These protections 

demanded that jurisdictions (states or counties) with histories of voting discrimination 

be required to prove to the U. S. Departinent of Justice that any changes in voting laws 

or practices would not have a discriminatory impact on minorities. 

Honolulu Pitched for Barack Obama Presidential Library 

HONOLULU - Hawaii officials hoping for their state to be selected as the site of the 

Barack Obama Presidential Library say getting picked would mean added jobs and 

visitors to the state. 

The University of Hawaii, state and city of Honolulu submitted a joint proposal on 

June 16 to the Barack Obama Foundation seeking to host the Barack Obama Presidential 

Center in Honolulu. The proposal says the facility would create 2,130 new jobs during 

construction and $556 million in economic acti vity. 

The complex, proposed to be built on eight acres of land in Kakaako, would include 

an interactive musewn, visitor center, presidential archive, a convening institute and a 

global youth leadership academy. 

The Hawaii site is one of at least six proposed in three different states. 

- P.C. SlaffandJACLNationalSlaff 
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PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

By Alysha Tsuji 

Contributor 

S
tudy abroad plans were canceled on short notice. 

Marissa Chow traded a month in Pepperdine Uni ver­

sity's Lausanne, Switzerland, house for a week in 

Pinehurst, N.C., to compete recently in the US. 

Women's Open. Chow won the sectioml qualifier by three 

strokes at the Oak Valley Golf Course in Beaumont, Calif., on 

May 14. "I was shocked," said the Iolani High School graduate. 

Although her Pepperdine golf coach, Laurie Gibbs, wasn't 

surprised at all: "She definitely has a game that could qualify 

. Her game has matured - she's an excellent ball striker." 

The US. Women's Open is one of the major championships 

in professional golf. Competing in the tournament pitted Chow 

up against the best in the world - the likes of No.1 Stacy 

Lewis and the eventual 2014 champ, fellow Honolulu native 

Michelle Wie. 

Chow described stepping into the hospitality tent upon arrival 

as "surreal" and "humbling," as the pros, collegiate players and 

younger qualifiers mingled. 

"It shows you they're just like you. It's not like they're on 

a pedestal or like a god," said Chow. "They're just like you 

and me." 

TOPPING THE LEADERBOARD 

Rather than bow down to the initial pressure, Chow stepped 

up and swung for the fences. Playing at arguably the most 

challenging professional golf course, Pinehurst No.2, she 

birdied the first hole of Round 1. 

And Chow didn't stop there. She birdied the second, fifth 

and sixth holes. Then, at the seventh, she marked I-under on a 

par-3 to steal the lead from Lewis. 

Chow's high school coach and longtime family friend, Bo 

Hunter, traveled from Honolulu to Pinehurst along with Chow's 

father and mmt. Hunter said his favorite moments of the Open 

include watching Chow gain confidence. 

"When she tied for the lead and went ahead, I think that really 

strengthened her self belief ... I had tears in my eyes," said 

Hunter. He added that "seeing her smile" in that moment "was 

just heartwarming. I'll never forget that" 

Meanwhile, out on the course, Chow's aunt, US. Open caddy 

and former LPGA player of 22 years Lenore Ritteriliouse, tried 

to calm her niece's nerves. 

Their group rounded out the last tee time, so without taking 

a glance at the leaderboard, Chow knew the score to beat: 

3-under. "I hit every shot as if it was my last," said Chow. 

Chow' s mother (Rittenhouse's sister) died of breast cancer 

before Chow started high school. Ritteriliouse said that on the 

course, to keep things light, she made comments like, "Thanks, 

mom," and, "Mom must have been watching on that hole." 

Despite the calming tactics, nerves inevitably got a hold of 

Chow in her first crack at the U. S. Open. 

"I used to look at the leaderboard, and I would falloff because 

your heart beats a little faster, and you try to protect something 

you don't have," said Rittenhouse. "I know the process that can 

happen and did happen. It's something you can't teach." 

On top of the leaderboard pressure, Chow also faced another 

type of distraction she had never encOlllltered before: media 

frenzy. 

Anyone threatening the lead of the No.1 golfer in the world 

- be it an amateur Pepperdine junior - is going to garner 

attention. Rittenhouse said at about the sixth hole, the cameras 
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began to flock around their group. 

Chow said she could feel herself 

tensing up as the ESPN2 cameras and 

high shutter speed DSLRs began 

following her every move. 

Her lead slipped with a double bogey 

on the eighth hole. "That course was so 

hard," said Ritteriliouse. "The second 

double bogey was nerves, in my opin­

ion. The third double bogey was her 

not trusting herself." 

Then, the cameras cleared, and, as 

Ritteriliouse puts it, Chow "got back 

to herself." She finished the first round 

6-over, the second round 10-over and 

missed the cut. 

However, Chow left the course un­

daunted. Ritteriliouse said that once they were 

back at home, settled on the couch, the first thing Chow 

asked was, "What do I need to work on?" 

"I never walk away from a tournament not learning 

something," said Chow. She said that overall she felt 

the US. Open gave her a new perspective. Holding 

the lead for that moment in time opened her eyes to 

the fact that she has the skills to compete with the 

best in her sport 

UNDER THE RADAR 

At around 8 years old, Chow started playing golf 

thanks to Ritteriliouse, who introduced Chow's 

mom to the game. The two became members 

at the Oahu Country Club. Hunter works at the 

club and said Chow and her mother enjoyed 

going out on the course together. 

Additionally, Chow was involved in gymnastics, 

volleyball and basketball, but chose to focus on golf. 

A few years later, Chow began entering youth 

tournaments. 

Physically, Ritteriliouse recalls being amazed at how 

coordinated Chow was and how she had incred-

ible upper body strength combined with a lengthy 

stature. 

One major differentiating factor that separates 

Chow from the bulk of youth athletes is that her 

parents didn't force her to practice. 

"It's always been on me," said Chow. 

"I think that's why I still really, really 

thoroughly enjoy it." 

Aside from following the old adage of 

"practice makes perlect" to improve her 

game, Hunter notes she has an innate 

talent. 

"She's a natural. Golf comes very easily 

for her," said Hunter. "She works hard, 

but she can take a break of a month and 

come back just where she left off. She 

can maintain that tempo. 1 think it's a 

gift- her ability to focus." 

» See DRIVING FORCE on page 9 
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A NATIONAL GUIDE TO NOTABLE COMMUNITY EVENTS 

»EDC 

37th Annual Asian American 

International Film Festival 

New York, NY 
July 4-Aug. 2 

Locations vary 

Cost: Ticket prices vary 

Asian CineVision will host this 
year's Asian American 

International Film Festival with 
a full film lineup. The festival 
will explore a diverse range of 

themes relevant to the Asian 
and Asian American 
experience. The event aims to 

raise lively dialogues and 
celebrate the cinematic 
innovation and compelling 

storytelling of the community. 
A total of 18 features and 
33 shorts compiled into five 

short programs are set for this 
year's screenings, covering 
more than 21 countries and 

regions across the globe. 
Info: Visit www.aaiff.org. 

The Creative Process in Modern 

Japanese Printmaking 

Boston, MA 

Aug. 17 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts 

465 Huntington Ave. 

Cost: Adults 525 

No longer constrained by the 
requirements of commercial 
publishing, artists were able 
to exploit the color wood­

block process as far as their 
imaginations could take them , 

experimenting with new 
Western media. Featured 
artists Takei Takeo and 

Yoshida Hiroshi will be on view 
with their prints up for display. 
Info: Visit www.mfa.org. 

I ! 
• 

»MDC 

Utamaro: Aspects of Beauty 

Chicago,IL 

July 13 

The Art Institute of Chicago 

111 S. Michigan Ave. 

Cost: Adults 523, Students and 

Seniors 517 

Chosen from among 
approximately 300 works 

by Kitagawa Utamaro 
(c. 1753-1806) in the Art 

Institute's collection , this 

exhibition highlights some 
of the his most-celebrated 

prints. Utamaro gave the 
world close-up portraits 

of beauties with pensive 
expressions, scenes of 

women engaged in everyday 
activities in every age against 
brilliant and luminescent mica 

backgrounds. 
Info: Visit www.artic.edu. 

Just Dance Summer Sizzle 

Dallas, Texas 

July 12, 7 p.m.-1 a.m. 

Park Inn by Radisson 

1241 W. Mockingbird Lane 

Cost: Dinner 545, Overnight 

room rate 585 

Put on your dancing shoes 
with the North Texas Asian 

American Cultural 
Assn. as it hosts its Just 
Dance Summer Sizzle. Dinner 

includes a choice of steak 
or grilled chicken and an 
evening of fun and dancing to 

a spectrum of musical genres 
such as hip-hop, Latin, 
country and ballroom. 

Info: Visit www.ntaaca.org. 

CALENDAR 

»PNW 

Korean Traditional Hanji Paper 

Fashion Show 

Seattle, WA 

July 30 and Aug. 3 

Asia Pacific Cultural Center and 

Seattle Asian Art Museum 

Check dates for specific 

locations 

Cost: General admission 549 

Hanji is an ancient Korean 
tradition of papermaking 

and the highlight of this 
summer's two fashion shows. 
Directed by renowned Ko­

rean Hanji Fashion Designer 
Jeon Yang-Bae from Gunsan, 
Korea, the designer works to 

demonstrate the suppleness 
and strength of this unique 
Korean paper as wearable 

art. Both shows will highlight 
this quality paper material in a 
runway-style event. 
Info: Visit www.seattleartmu­

seum.org or www.asiapacific­

culturalcenter.org. 

Chen Shaoxiong: Ink. History. 

Media. 

Seattle, WA 
July 19-Dec. 7 

Asian Art Museum 

1400 E. Prospect St. 

Cost: General Admission 57 

As part of the Asian artist 
collective "Project Without 

Space, " Chen Shaoxiong 
explores cross-medium 

platforms, including paint­
ing, photography, collage and 
conceptual art. This powerful 

modern digital but painted art 
premieres in July in the Foster 
Galleries. 

Info: Visit: www.seattleart 
museum.org or call (206) 654-

3100. 

»NCWNP 

The Carved Brush 

San Francisco, CA 

July 13 

Asian Art Museum 

200 Larkin St. 

Cost: Adults 515 

The Carved Brush exhibit 
features 24 pieces of Oi 

Baishi 's calligraphy, painting 
and seal artworks (1863-

1957). His paintings feature 

rugged, expressive brushwork 
based on his practice of the 
related arts of brush-writing 

calligraphy and seal carving. 
Baishi simplifies his 
rendering of subjects to a 

minimum number of brush 
touches, integrating elements 
with abstraction as he cap­

tures the spiritual essence of 
his subjects. 
Info: Visit: www.asianart.org. 

JA Filmmakers Part III: Non­

Documentary Filmmakers 

San Jose, CA 

July 26, 1 p.m. 

Japanese American Museum of 

San Jose 

535 N. 5th St. 

Cost: General admission 55 

The museum's film series 

brings its third event, 
featuring contemporary 

filmmakers Koji Steven Sakai , 
Kerwin Berk and Kerry Yo 
Nakagawa. The panel will 

discuss their involvement 
with feature films, production, 
writing and experience in the 

PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

industry. All three individuals 
are known for films outside of 

documentaries. 
Info: Contact publicprograms@ 

jamsj.org or call 

(408) 294-3138. 

»PSW 

Sake Express 

Los Angeles, CA 

July 25, 7-9:30 p.m. 

Los Angeles Union Station 

800 N. Alameda St. 

Cost: Must be 21 and Over, 

Presale 575 or at the door 5100 

Come enjoy a unique evening 
of sake, food and 
entertainment at the eighth 
annual "Sake Express" 

benefiting the Little Tokyo 
Service Center. Sample 

dishes from a variety of L.A. 

restaurants and try a wide 
array of sake, shochu and 

beer provided by Mutual 
Trading Company. The 
evening will also have a 

special recognition during the 
sponsor reception for Eugene 
Eng and Ansho Uchima. 

Info: Visit www.sake.ltsc.org or 
email eweaver@ltsc.org. • 

ADVERTISE HERE 
Events in the calendar 

section are listed based on 

space availa bility. Place a 

'Spotlight' ad with 

photos of your event for 

maximum exposure. 

FOR MORE INFO: 

tiffany@pacificcitizen.org 

(213) 620-1767 
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Kakihara, Hiroshi Richard, 84, 

Anaheim, CA; May 22; 
he is survived by his wife, 
Kiyoko Kakihara; brothers, 
Satoru (Julia), Teruo and Tom 
(Paddy) Kakihara; sister, Patsy 
(Paul) Hasegawa; he is also 
survived by his children, 
grandchildren, many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives. 

Kaneko, Aiko, 100, Los Ange­
les, CA; June 3; she is survived 
by her children, Russell (Donna) 
Kaneko, Cathy (Glenn) 
Yoshimoto, Janet (Warren) Loo; 
sister, Mary Hidekawa; also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives; 
gc: 5; ggc: 4. 

Kataoka, John Shoji, 87, 

Boyle Heights, CA; June 17; 
he is a former incarceree of 
Heart Mountain Camp; he is 
predeceased by his wife, 
Mutsuko; he is survived by his 
son, Russell; he is also survived 
by many cousins, nieces, 
nephews and other relatives; 
gc: 2. 

Takako Nishio, Betty, 95, 
Roseville, CA; June 5; she is 
predeceased by her husband, 
Fred; survived by her children, 
Ron (Hue) Nishio, Ed (Fran) 
Nishio, Margaret (Mike) Ong, 
Joyce (Henry) Wong and Doro­

thy (Cory) Lindholm; sister, Rose 
Nishio; also survived by many 
nieces and nephews; gc: 6. 

Masukawa, Fred Yutaka, 94, 

Gardena, CA; May 27; he is 
predeceased by his wife, Misao; 
he is survived by his loving chil­

dren, Alan (Cheryl) Masukawa, 
Linda (Mark) Nakashima, Steven 
(Coco) Masukawa and Lisa 
(Daryl) Takata; siblings, Mitzi 
(George) Naohara and Bob 
Masukawa; he is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews and 
other relatives; gc: 8. 

Mita, Shizuko, 89, 

Spokane, WA; June 5; she is 
predeceased by her husband, 
Kay; brother, Harry Emoto; 
sister, Jeannie Emoto; she is 
survived by her son, Floyd; 
sisters, Hisako Akiyama and 
Jean Okazaki. 

Nonoshita, Michiyo, 89, 

Long Beach, CA; June 2; she is 
predeceased by her husband, 
Keiichi Nonoshita; sister, Tomiyo 
Shoji; she is survived by her 
son, Roger, daughter, Shirley 
(Dave) Bear; brothers, Yoshikazu 
(Peggy) and Susumu (Jie) 
Kinoshita; she is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews and 
other relatives; gc: 3. 

Omatsu, Amy, 90, Whittier, CA; 
June 11 ; she is predeceased 
by her husband, Oliver George 
Omatsu; she is survived by her 
children, Elaine (John) Nishika­
wa and Robert (Cathy) Omatsu; 
sister, Patsi Tanagi; she is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives; 
gc: 4. 

Sadamoto, Takeko, 93, Los 
Angeles, CA; June 4; she is 
survived by her sons, Theodore 
Kanji (Eiko), James Hidemichi 

OBITUARIES 

(Katherine) and Howard Yasuo 
Sadamoto; daughter, Arline 
Etsuko (Edwin) Shiotsuka; 
also survived by grandchildren, 
many nieces, nephews and 
other relatives. 

Sakato, Yasuyo, 91, Alhambra, 
CA; June 9; she is survived by 
her daughters, Lucy Tomoko 
(Steve) Sakata and Yumiko 
(Ron Grobeck) Sakata; brother, 
Nobuyasu Yano; she is also 
survived by many nephews and 
nieces; gc: 4. 

Shiozaki, Roberta Fumi, 95, 

Pasadena, CA; June 1; she is 
predeceased by her husband, 
Jack Kiyoshi Shiozaki; she is 
survived by her children, Andrew 
(Karen), Richard (Karen), Gary 
(Maria), Leilani (Ronald) and 
Darlene (Neal); she is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, grandchildren and 
great -grandchild ren. 

Sugita, Toru, 89, Midway City, 

CA; May 31; he is survived by 
his wife, Seiko Sugita; son, 
Robert Tadashi Sugita; sisters, 
Chizuko Judy Sugita (Richard) 
DeQueiroz and Frankie Mariko 
(Hiroshi) Fukuda; sisters-in-law, 
Yasuko and Mary Sugita; he is 
also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives. 

Sumida, Tsuyako Ruby, 98, 
Los Angeles, CA; June 3; she 
is a former incarceree of Heart 
Mountain Camp; she is 
predeceased by her husband, 
Roy Teruo Sumida; survived by 
her children, Colleen (Rodney) 
Sakoda and Gary (Irene) 

Sumida; sister, Marian Yasuda; 
she is also survived by many 
nieces, nephews and other 
family members both here and 
in Hawaii; gc: 8; ggc: 11. 

Yada, Miye, 89, Chicago, IL; 
June 38; she is predeceased by 
her husband, Masato "George"; 
also predeceased by her 
siblings, Toshio Shima, Mas 
(Jeanne) Kawako, Hideaki 
(Hinako) Kawako, Hank 
Kawako and Esther (Barrie) 
Kato; survived by her children, 
David Yada, Dianne (Tom) 
Honda and Eileen (Mark) 
Martina; also survived by many 
nieces and nephews; gc: 7. 

TRIBUTE 
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Yamane, Roy Yoshio, 75, 
Denver, CO; May 12; he is 
survived by his wife, Nancy; 
stepchildren, Tony, Nick, Joe, 
Vinnie, Dean and Debbie; 
siblings, Grace, Paul (Nancy) 
and Don (Marilyn); also survived 
by many relatives and friends. 

Yoshida, Toshiko, 79, 
Los Angeles, CA; May 1; she is 
survived by her children, Perry 
and Yumi (Eric) Saiki; siblings, 
Koichi (Michiko) Maruyama and 
Kazuko (Nagatoshi) Shimazaki; 
brother-in-law, Mas Yoshida; 
sister-in-law, Toshiko Loaiza, 

Fujino (Toshikazu) Miyata and 
Suzume; gc: 3. • 

DAVID S. HARA 

David S Hara, born July 10, 1914, died June 
11, 2014. David was born in the Hood Canal 
area of Washington State. During World War II, 
he was in the 442nd, serving in Italy and France. 
After the war, he went to Chicago and married 
IMginia. They lived in San Diego, Calif., and 
retired to Sequim, Wash. He is survived by his 
\Mfe, IMginia; daughter, Diane; and son, Gerard. 
Private memorial. 

PLACE A TRIBUTE 

'In Memoriam' is a free 

listing that appears on a 

limited, space-available basis. 

Tributes honor your loved 

ones with text and photos and 

appear in a timely manner at 

the rate of $20/column inch. 

Contact: 
tiffany@pacificcitizen.org 

or call (213) 620-1767 
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ATTENTION! 
Help the Nisei Week 

Foundation find missing 

Commemorative Booklets. 

Donations for missing 
issues are welcomed but 

digital copies will also be 

greatly appreciated. The 

following years are missing 

as well as the contact 

information for two former 

Nisei Week queens. 

If you have contact 

information for Ms. Clare 
Nonoshita-Graef or Ms. 

Elisa Cuthbert-Nixon, or 

have a booklet from one 

of the following years, 

please contact the Nisei 

Week Foundation office 

(213) 687·7193 or info: 

niseiweek.org. 

DATES 
1935·1941 

1949·1957 

1960 

1967 

1993 

1994 

QUEENS 
Clare Nononshita-Graef 

Elisa Cuthbert-Nixon 
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TECHNOLOGY» continued from page 3 

These are serious issues, and because they concern 

Asian Americans, they're too often missing from 

mainstream media. But within the Asian American 

blogosphere, they ' re discussed far and wide, 

and they resonate among an adinittedly young 

demographic of computer-savvy web surlers. 

lt doesn't have to be so. 1 think even older Asian 

Americans, including many JACLers, have the 

capacity - and dare 1 say duty - to log on and get 

the hang of using computers. It's the way the world 

now commrnricates, after all. 

At the JACL convention, which is in a week as I 

write this, I'm moderating another panel sponsored 

by AARP's AAPI Community team, this time 

featuring people like Jeff Yang, the Wall Street 

Journal colwnnist whose son is starring in the new 

ABC sitcom "Fresh Off the Boat" Our community 

has kept up with news of this show for almost a 

year thanks to social media, and Yang's savvy use 

of it My other panelists include a diversity officer 

from CBS; a spokesperson for 18 Million Rising, 

a powerlul Asian American Pacific Islander social 

activism website; and aformerYouTube VPwho 

was in charge of channel strategy during a time when 

Asian Americans became some of the most successful 

video producers online. 

My goal is not to host a hands-on training program 

(something thatAARP's TEK group does very well for 

older folks, by the way). I want to show how much is 

going on in online media and how you can tap into the 

energy of the future - today. 

A sampling of Gil Asakawa's old computers that are in 

his basement at home. 

world of knowledge and action. Remember, I thought 

I'd be fired when my newspaper switched to computers. 

But I'm still here l 

You can't stop the march of technology. Just keep up 

the best you can, and you'll be introduced to a whole new 

Gil Asakawa is a member of the Pacific Citizen 

Editorial Board and the author of "Being Japanese 

American." He blogs about Japanese and Asian 

American issues on his blog at www.nikkeiview.comJ 
and heJs on FacebookJ Twitter and lots of other social 

media. He was recently named the 2014 Asian American 

Journalists Assn.AARP Social Media Fellow. 

LETTER »continued from page 2 

"Forty-one Republican senators filibusted ... to kill a bill thai would have provided 

landmark funding for badly needed resources at VAfacililies around the country." 

What happened to all the money the VA was given prior to this filibusted bill? Let me 

answer this question. The Phoenix VA awarded $10 million in bonuses in the past three 

years. And the VA Nationwide Access Audit reported 65 percent of senior executives 

received bonuses while our veterans received inept or no care at all. 

In addition, Deroy Murdock wrote an Op-Ed uncovering the stomach-churning 

bonuses VA staff received. Just a few examples include: 

• In Fayetteville, N.C., Elizabeth Goolsby 

received a performance bonus in 2012 

of $7,604. 

• In Dayton, Ohio, medical center director 

Guy Richardson won a promotion and 

an $11 ,874 bonus despite reports of 

a bonus of $12,924 and regional director 

Michael Moreland recei ved a bonus 

of $15,619 even though there was an 

outbreak of Legionnaire's disease (at 

that facility) that sickened 20 veterans 

and killed six others. 

PACIFIC~ CITIZEN 

GUY» continued from page 3 

In 2001, I was invited to join a coalition of APAs in 

meetings with some of the network executives to discuss 

programming issues. The APA Media Coalition, of which 

the JACL is a participant along with MANAA and other 

APA organizations, was established to monitor and rate 

the major television networks in their employment of 

APA actors, their roles and the networks ' sensitivity to 

the treatment of Asian characters. 

Each year, the APAMC issues an annual report card, 

rating each network for the previous season, noting in 

detail a variety of issues and concerns about the way 

in which each network deals with the concerns of the 

APAMC. 

I'm not sure at this point if the Coalition is still active 

since there is no report card for 2013 on the MANAA site, 

where the report card normally appears. If it is inactive, 

that would be unfortunate because the report card puts 

the networks on notice that they're being watched and 

evaluated and gives MANAA the platform for confronting 

those who think nothing of offending us. 

The JACLis an advocacy organization, so we all know 

that nothing is as effective as face-to-face confrontation 

in dealing with those who would mock or belitlle us 

as a community. That's why someone like Guy Aoki 

on "Politically Incorrect" or MANAA or APAMC are 

important to us. 

And we know that in dealing with comedians like Maher 

or Silverman or the hosts of any of the networks evening 

talk shows, you can only be effective if you don't let them 

dominate the conversation. 

Otherwise, it's just a pointless conversation: They win, 

and you come out the fool. 

John Taleishi is afonner J ACL National Director. 

• 

unsanitary conditions for 18 years. 

In 2011 at the Pittsburgh, Penn., VA 

hospital, chief Terry Gerigk Wolf earned 

• Between 2009 and 2013, Rima Ann 

Nelson, hospital director at the Sl. 

Louis, Mo., VA hospital, received 

bonuses totaling $23,000. 

Spending Has Never Been So Rewarding 

This article can be found at http://www.indystar.comlstorylopinionI20141051291 

despite-inept-care-bonuses-va-hospital-staffl97362791. 

"[Shinsekij wasn t given the opportunity to deal with the corruption and malsfeasance 

reported at VA facilities around the country:' I ask again, "Where was Shinseki 

since being appointed?" "And what was he doing?" (Because we know now what 

he wasn' t doing.) 

No one disagrees with Shinseki's distinguished military career. I, for one, truly 

appreciate what he has done for this country. His military career and his sacrifices are 

and will always be honorable. What was questioned and scrutinized and ultimately his 

resignation was due to his competence (or lack of) to lead and manage a Federal agency. 

SincerelYJ 

Jayne Nielsen 

Acampo, Calif. 

Using your National JACL Credit Union 

VISA@creditcard has never been easier. 

Accepted everywhere, any of your 

needs are always accessible. 

With unbeatable rates, call today to 

apply and find the right card for you. 

• APR as low as 9.9% 

• No annual fee 

• No balance transfer fees 

• Reward points 

For more information, please call us or visit our branch today! 

801-424-5225 800-544-8828 

www.jacicu.com 
National JACL 
Credit Union 
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