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NIKKEI VOICE 

HOW ARE ASIAN AMERICANS REACTING TO 

THE NEWS FROM FERGUSON? 
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JAPAN MARKS HIROSHIMA 

ANNIVERSARY 
Mayor Kazumi 

Matsui invites world 

leaders to visit 

A-bombed cities. 

By Associated Press 

TOKYO Japan marked fue 69th 

anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima 

on Aug. 6, wifu fue city's mayor inviting 

world leaders to see atomic bomb-scarred 

cities first-hand to be convinced that nuclear 

weapons should not exist. 

Speaking before a crowd of survivors, their 

descendants and dignitaries including u.s. 
Ambassador Caroline Kennedy, the mayor 

urged u.s. President Barack Obama and 

others to visit, referring to a proposal made 

at a ministerial meeting in April of the Non

Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative in 

Hiroshima. 

"President Obama and all leaders of 

nuclear-armed nations, please respond to that 

call by visiting fue A-bombed cities as soon 

as possible to see what happened wifu your 

own eyes," Mayor Kazwni Matsui said. "If 

you do, you will be convinced that nuclear 

weapons are an absolute evil that must no 

longer be allowed to exist." 

About 45,000 people stood for a minute of 

silence at the ceremony in Hiroshima's peace 

park near fue epicenter of fue 1945 bombing 

iliat killed up to 140,000 people. The 

bombing of Nagasaki furee days later killed 

anofuer 70,000, prompting Japan's surrender 

in World War II. 

The nwnber of surviving victims, known 

The Hiroshima Peace Arch Dome, 

which honors atomic bomb victims. 

as "hibakusha," was just more fuan 190,000 

this year. Their average age is 79, and many 

of the attendants at the ceremony were 

their younger relatives and descendants. 

Hiroshima officials said iliat 5,507 survivors 

died over fue past year. 

The anniversary comes as Japan is divided 

over Prime Mnister Shinzo Abe's recent 

Cabinet decision to allow the country's 

military to defend foreign countries and 

play greater roles overseas. To achieve the 

goal, Abe's Cabinet revised its interpretation 

of Japan's post-World War II pacifist 

constitution. 

Abe said at fue event fuat as fue sole country 

to suffer nuclear attacks, Japan has fue duty 

to seek to eliminate nuclear weapons. But he 

did not mention his push for a more assertive 

defense posture. • 

PLANNED GIVING ENABLES 

YOU TO HELP YOURSELF 

WHILE SUPPORTING YOUR 

FAVORITE CHARITY 
By Steve Okamoto,JACLPlanned Giving 

P
lanned giving provides donors wifu a unique opportunity to help fuemselves 

financially while supporting fueir favorite charities. 

As head of JAC!,;s Planned Giving effort, I am available to explain fuese surprising 

benefits in easy-to-understand terms. 

I can offer members compelling suggestions for helping ofuers while helping fuemselves 

furough fue same donation. This approach makes it possible to make a lax-deductible gift to 

fue JACL while retaining fue right to receive payments. 

The most popular tool to accomplish this is a charitable remainder trust. The No.1 benefit 

from a CRr is: 

To exchange highly appreciated but low-yielding property into a lifetime stream while 

avoiding fue capital gains taxes iliat would be owed if fue property were sold. Since fue 

properly is donated to a CRT, it is not subject to estate taxes. 

To learn more about this very popular Planned Giving tool, contact Steve Okamoto at 

steveokamotol@gmail.com. 

APAs in the News 
Doi Todd Receives Margaret Brent Award 

..ie; .. , i '. ,.' . . [ , 

I I ; 

- , 
; ; ~ 

CHICAGO - Associate Justice Kafuryn Doi Todd (retired) is fue 

recipient of fue 2014 Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of 

Achievement Award. 

Given annually by the American Bar Association Commission 

on Women in the Profession on Aug. 10 at the Hynes Convention 

Center in Boston during fue ABA Annual Meeting, Todd joins 

such previous honorees as Sandra Day O'Connor and Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg of fue U.S. Supreme Court. 

Todd became a lawyer after working as a secretary in a law office in Los Angeles' 

little Tokyo, where she helped Japanese Americans wifu fueir legal issues. She went on 

to open her own office, becoming one of only three Japanese American women lawyers 

in the L.A. area. 

Todd was fuen appointed by Gov. Jerry Brown to fue Los Angeles Municipal Court, 

making her fue firstfemale Asian Pacific Americanjustice in fue U.S. In 1981, she was 

appointed to fue Los Angeles Superior Court, and in 2000, she served on fue California 

Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District, where she remained until her retirement 

in 2013. 

The ABA Women Lawyers of AchievementAwardhonors outstanding women lawyers 

who have achieved professional excellence in their area of specialty and have actively 

paved the way to success for others. 

The award is named for Margaret Brent, the first woman lawyer in America. 

Albert Shen Named National Deputy Director of the MBDA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Albert Shen has been tapped to serve as 

national deputy director of the Minority Business Development 

Agency, announced MBDA National Director Alejandra Castillo on 

Aug.!. 

Shen, a second-generation Chinese American and native of 

Washington state, will manage fue agency's day-to-day operations 

and its national network of 44 business centers. 

"I am honored to accept this appointinent. . and I look forward to elevating fue 

narrati ve of economic developmentimportance for all minority businesses in this country. 

The demographics of our economy are changing rapidly and minority businesses must 

be at fue policy table in order to close fue wealfu gap in fue United States and meet fue 

demands of a competitive 21st century international economy." 

The MBDA is fue only Federal agency dedicated to fue growfu and global 

competitiveness of U.S. minority-owned businesses. 

Toshiko Shimoura Is Awarded Japan's Foreign Minister Commendation 

MICHIGAN - Toshiko Shimoura of Soufufield, Mich., has been 

selected as one of 10 individuals in the U.S. to receive the Foreign 

Mnister's Commendation by the government of Japan. This honor 

is conferred on individuals and groups each year for outstanding 

efforts and valuable contributions to mutual understanding and 

friendly relations wifu Japan. 

Shimoura attended Michigan State University after spending her 

high school years in an internment camp during World War II. Upon earning a degree in 

microbiology, she worked as a bicounty laboratory director before returning to Michigan 

and becoming active in her commrnrity to dispel stereotypes and misconceptions about 

Japanese and Japanese American citizens. She is a longtime leader of the Detroit chapter 

of fue JACL. 

In addition, she has served as an ikebana instructor for many years, working to 

promote a cross-cultural understanding between Japanese and Americans through her 

intricate floral arrangements. 

Shimoura will receive her honor from Kazuyuki Katayama, consul general of Japan in 

Detroit, in an upcoming award ceremony. 

Minami Tamaki LLP Attorneys Named to 'Best Lawyers' List 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Minami Tamaki LLP 

partners Dale Minami, B. 

Mark Fong and Sefu I. 

Rosenberg have been 

selected by fueir peers for 
.l...."::...JL..::J inclusion in fue 21st edition 

of the Best Lawyers in America in the practice area of Personal Injury Litigation -

Plaintiffs. Itis the second year in a row that Mnami, Fong and Rosenberg have received 

this honor. 

In addition, partner Minette Kwok was honored for the practice area of Immigration 

Law. 

Since it was first published in 1983, Best Lawyers uses a peer-review survey of nearly 

SO,OOO attorneys to select fue lawyers who are named to fue list. • 



YULE LAKE HOLDS ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 
This year's theme, 'Criminalizing Dissent: The Tule Lake Jail,' 

focuses on validating and honoring the experience of those 

who dissented during WWII. 
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Willie Ito is awarded 

the Inkpot Award at 

this year's Comic Con 

In ternational , 'Nhere 

he also announces the 

premiere of his lat est 

book 'Kimiko' in 2015. 
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HARUKI MURAKAMI'S LATEST BOOK DRAWS CROWDS ON 

ITS FIRST DAY OF RELEASE 

Bookstores across the nation host midnight launch 

parties for English-translated copies of 'Colorless 

Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage.' 

By P.C. Staff 

S
kylight Books, a small, cozy general bookstore in 

Los Feliz, Calif., hosted a midnight launch party 

on Aug. 11 for Haruki Murakami·s latest book 

"Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage.·· 

Murakami first published the book in his native Japan in 

April 2013, where it became a bestseller, selling millions 

during its first week. 

Now translated in English, booksellers across the United 

States also hosted midnight release parties of their own. 

The iconic Skylight Books, which stands in the shadows 

of famous Griffith Park, welcomed fans and readers of 

Murakami·s works with 45 autographed copies of his latest 

offering. At 10 p.m., Skylight opened its doors, offering live 

music along with wine and other refreshments as lines of 

eager fans snaked through the store·s bookshelves. 

Each customer was allowed to purchase only two copies 

and unlimited additional unsigned copies. 

Murakami's formidable international career is apparent, 

as store employees were surprised at the large turnout. 

"We· ve had other midnight releases,"· said Skylight 

NEWS BRIEFS 
After Heavy Rain, Hiroshima Landslide Leaves 

36 Dead and Seven Missing 

TOKYO - Rain~sodden slopes collapsed in torrents of 

mud, rock and debris Aug. 20 on the outskirts of Hiroshima 

city, killing at least 36 people and leaving seven missing, 

according to Japanese police. 

Hillsides were swept down into residential areas in at 

least five valleys in the suburbs of the western Japanese city 

after heavy rains left slopes unstable. 

Authorities have issued warnings that additional rain 

could trigger more landslides and flooding. 

Landslides are a constant risk in mOlmtainous, crowded 

Japan, where many homes are built on or near steep slopes. 

Hiroshima·s geology, consisting of highly water~retentive 

soil, makes the city particularly prone to such disasters 

according to Hiroshi Ikeya, a landslide expert at the 

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. 

Schatz Defeats Hanabusa in Tough Hawaii 

Senate Primary 

PAHOA, HI - Incumbent U.S . Sen. Brian Schatz won a 

tense Democratic primary election in Hawaii, proving that 

he is no longer just a senator who was appointed to his seat 

- he has captured the confidence of Hawaii voters. 

The dramatic race to finish the term of the late Sen. Daniel 

Inouye was tinged with emotional residue from the past. 

Schatz was challenged by U.S. Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, 

who at one point said that he wasn't a true incwnbent 

because he had been appointed by Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

after Inouye· s dying wish that Hanabusa replace him. 

Now after an election that stretched over nearly a week 

because Tropical Storm Iselle knocked out power and 

Murakami's latest book on display at Skylight Books 

Books Event Manger Mary Williams. "But this turnout is 

wonderful. 1 didn·t expect it to be so big.·· 

Such a showing is hard to ignore as the contemporary 

closed polling stations, Schatz has carried his slim election~ 

night lead to a victory. 

Schatz edged out Hanabusa, capturing 48.5 percent of the 

vote, compared with Hanabusa's 47.8 percent. 

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Celebrates Its 

80th Anniversary 

Watsonville~Santa Cruz centenarian JACLers 

Dr. Masako Miura (left) and Nancy Iwami cut a 

birthday cake. 

WATSONVILLE~SANTA CRUZ, CALIF. 

Watsonville~Santa Cruz JACL celebrated its 80th 

anniversary on Aug. 2, honoring four centenarian members 

as well , including Nancy Iwami, Dr. Masako Miura, Hiroko 

Shikiuna and Enji Shikuma. 

President Marcia Hashimoto welcomed all and accepted 

an Assembly resolution from State Assemblyman Luis 

Alejo, as well as read a congratulatory letter from National 

JACL President David lin. 

11)' 

One of the 45 

signed copies 

that were sold 

at the midnight 

release 

Japanese writer has had his works translated into 50 

languages. His nwnerous awards, both in Japan and 

international, include the World Fantasy Award, the 

Franz Kafka Prize and Jerusalem Prize. 

"Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage·· 

digs deeper into Murakami·s signature fantasy and reality 

fiction writing. The story follows a young man, Tsukuru 

Tazaki, who is haunted by a great loss. Dreams and 

nightmares surlace with unintended consequences arOlllld 

Tazaki's world as his past attempts to mend the present. 

According to NPR·s Meg Wolitzer, she writes in 

her review that "the novel feels like a riddle, a puzzle, 

or maybe, actually, more like a haiku: full of beauty, 
strangeness, and color, thousands of syllables long.·· 

Readers eager to take a stab at Murakami's "puzzles" and 

"haikus·· waited for the clock to strike 12:01 a.m. for their 

opportunity to purchase the author·s hardcover book and a 

chance to get their hands on the first 45 signed copies. • 

During the celebration, the documentary "Issei: The First 

Generation (1984)"· by Toshi Washizu was also shown. 

Through the years, the chapter has been contributors 

to the redress and reparations campaign, to the National 

Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism, advocates for 

the inclusion of the Military Intelligence Service to the 

Congressional Gold Medal campaign for the 100th!44nd 

RCT veterans and requesting the U.S. Postal Service to 

issue commemorative stamps for the Nikkei nation (the 10 

camps). In addition, its Speakers Bureau on the wartime 

incarceration armually reaches 2,500~3,000 students of the 

Monterey Bay region. 

Guinness World Records Declares 111-Year-Old 

as World's Oldest Living Man 

TOKYO - A 111~year~0Id retired Japanese educator who 

enjoys poetry has been recognized as the world·s oldest 

living man. 

Sakari Momoi received a certificate from Guinness World 

Records on Aug. 20. He succeeds Alexander Imich of New 

York, who died in June at the age of 111 years, 164 days. 

The world's oldest-living person is also Japanese: Misao 

Okawa, a 116~year~0Id woman from Osaka. 

Momoi was born Feb. 5, 1903, in Fukushima prefecture, 

where he became a teacher. He moved to the city of Saitama, 

north of Tokyo, after World War II and was a high school 

principal there lllltil his retirement. 

Momoi said he enjoys reading books, especially Chinese 

poetry, and sometimes practices calligraphy. He said there 

is no special trick for his longevity, but his caretakers say 

Momoi keeps early hours and eats healthy, according to 

NHK public television. He has five children and lives at a 

nursing home in Tokyo. 

Momoi is one of 54,000 centenarians in Japan. The 

country has the highest average life expectancy - 80.21 

for men and 86.61 for women. 

- Associaied Press, P.e. Staff and J A CL N aiional 
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14 Aug. 22-Sept. 4, 2014 CALENDAR 

A NATIONAL GUIDE TO NOTABLE COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Wilson Road Japanese culture. Mediums 
National Cost: Free include sculpture, painting , 

Roger Shimomura's print, 
2014 National JACL Gala Awards exhibit dives into the ceramics and many other 

Dinner Japanese American items that introduce the 
Washington, D.C. experience during internment spectacular craftsmanship 
Oct. 6, 6-10 p.m. and related historical events. and sophisticated designs of 

Capital Hilton Shimomura will be lecturing at Japan's contribution to the 

1 001 16th St. NW. the opening reception. movement. 
This year's Gala Awards Info: www.museum.wsu.edu or Info: Visit www.seattleart 

Dinner, themed "A Salute to call (509) 335-1910. museum.org or call 

Champions," will celebrate (206) 654-3100. 

JACL and community Meet and Greet with 

members. Keep an eye out for Producers and Cast From NCWNP 
event details and updates. 'Witness: The Legacy of Heart 

Info: Visit www.jacl.org or Mountain' 

Pullman, WA Nikkei Angel Island Pilgrimage 
call (202) 223-1240. 

San Francisco, CA 
Oct. 15, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 4, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Compton Union Building MDC 
Wilson Road Immigration Station at 

Angel Island State Park 
Cost: Free 

Annual Aki Matsuri David Ono, Jeff Macintyre 
Rediscover the little-known 

Albuquerque, NM and Patti Hirahara will offer history of the Japanese and 
Sept. 28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. audience members an Japanese American legacy at 
National Hispanic Cultural insider's view of the Angel Island , where 85,000 

Center production. This will be Ono persons of Japanese descent 
1701 Fourth St. SW landed between 1910-40. 

and Macintyre's first visit to 
Cost: Admission S5, free parking Washington State University The event will honor the 

This year's annual fall festival, to see the WSU George and legacy of George Araki and 
themed "Bushido: The Way Frank C. Hirahara Collection Alexander Weiss. 
of the Warrior," will be full of of Heart Mountain, the Presenters include Judy Yung, 

activities, food and live inspiration for the award- Grant Din, Japanese military 
entertainment. Don 't miss out POWs, Linda Harms Ozaki winning documentary. 
on the Japanese vintage car 

Info: Visit www.cub.wsu.edu or 
and members from the San 

club shows, vendor booths call (509) 335-6678. Francisco JACL. 
and a special samurai exhibit. Info: Visit www.nichibei.org/ 

Info: Visit www.nmjacl.org or 
Deco Japan: Shaping Art and 

angel-island-pilgrimage or 

call (505) 565-2185. 
Culture, 1920-45 

email programs@nichibei 

Seattle, WA 
foundation.org. 

PNW Oct. 19 

Tateuchi Galleries PSW 

Roger Shimomura: An American 140 E. Prospect St. 

Knockoff Exhibit Reception Cost: Adults S7 'Citizen Tanouye' Screening 

Pullman, WA The Seattle Art Museum has Pacoima, CA 

Sept. 18, 6-8 p.m. nearly 200 works on exhibit, Sept. 7, 2 p.m. 

Washington State University revealing the widespread San Fernando Valley Japanese 

Museum of Art impact of Art Deco on American Cultural and 

Community Center 

12953 Branford St. 

Cost: Donation ticket S1 0, 

bento ticket S1 0 

A film created by eight 

ethnically different high 
school students investigates 
Sgt. Ted Tanouye and the 

impact the war had on 
Torrance, Calif. A Q&A will be 
held after the screening with 

producers Craig Yahata and 
Robert Horsting. 
Info: Contact Brian Moriguchi at 

sfvjacl@Sbcglobal.net or 

Patty Takayama at 
pe.high.mtn@juno.com. 

Noh: Moon Viewing and Sake 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 7, 7:30 p.m. 

JACCC James Irvine Japanese 

Garden 

244 S. San Pedro St. 

Cost: General Admission S35, 

JACCC Member S30 

Master Motonori Umewaka 
of the Kanse School of Noh 
wi II perform two works, 
"Hagoromo" and "Mayflower." 

In addition to these plays, the 
evening will include Kagami 

Biraki , which is a ceremony 
that includes the opening of a 
cask of sake. 

Info: Visit www.jaccc.org/ 
noh.php or call (213) 628-2725. 

PSW 2014 Annual Awards 

Benefit Luncheon 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 20 

Skirball Cultural Center 

2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd. 

This luncheon will honor 
those in the community 
whose life and work reflects 

PACIFIC~ CITIZEN 

the idea and legacy of 
the JACL. Highlights include 

a recognition for the Nikkei 
LGBTQ Initiative Program, 
API Rise, Bridging Communi-

ties and local leaders. 
Honorees include Mary 
Adams Urashima, Asian 

and Pacific Islanders for 
LGBT Equality and riKu 
Matsuda. 
Info: Call (213) 626-4471 or 

email info@jaclpsw.org. 

JACL Summer BBQ 

Montecito, CA 

Sept. 21, Noon 

Manning Park 

Cost: Adult S1 0, children S6 

The Santa Barbara JACL 

chapter cordially invites all 
friends and neighbors for the 
annual JACL barbeque. Get 

a chance to win raffle prizes 
and feast on tasty summer 
foods. The festivities will be 

held at the lower picnic area 
in Manning Park. Please 
RSVP by Sept. 17. 

Info: Call Naomi Muneno at 
(505) 963-4954 or Roxanne 

Nomura at (805) 452-9766. 

ADVERTISE HERE 
Events in the calendar 

section are listed based on 

space availability. Place a 

'SpoUight' ad with 

photos of your event for 

maximum exposure. 

FOR MORE INFO: 
tiffany@pacificcitizen.org 

(213) 620-1767 

• 
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