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jACL National 
SCHOLARSHIP 

-WIIIIIERS· 

2014 
Essay Topic 

This yea"'s jACL 

scholarship 

recipients were 

asked to respond 

to the following 

question: 

'JACL has historically 

been a Japanese 

American organization, 

rooted in advocating for 

Japanese Americans. 

How can the JACL 

continue to be inclusive 

of our non-Japanese 

American members? ' 

Edito"'s 
Note: 

All student responses 

reflect those that were 

submitted to the P.C. by 

the respective Scholarship 

committees. 

SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP ISSUE 

Freshman Winners 

COLVIN EN DO 
Philadelphia JACL 

Henry & ChiyoKuwahara 

Memorial Scholarship 

Brown University 

'JACL has a rich history of civil 

rights involvement, initially on 

behalf of Japanese Americans, 

subsequently expanding on behalf 

of all others. Much of JACL and 

its members is embodied deeply 

in American history and society, 

from the relocation history itself 

to the wartime Supreme Court 

cases to the reparations move­

ment and later coram nobis cases. 

During those many times when 

the United States turned inward 

and citizens expressed distrust of 

'outsiders,' it is the JACL who 

spoke out on their behalf 1 believe 

the JACL should maintain its 

thumbprint identity at its root as a 

Japanese American organization, 

while welcoming inclusion of all 

others who need advocacy for 

civil rights." 

MARISA ENG 
Mt. Olympus JACL 

cwo 4 Mitsugi Murakami 

Kasai (Ret) Memorial 

Scholarship 

University of Southern 

California 

'Growing up as a Japanese­

Chinese-American girl in Utah, 

balaIlCing traditions with new 

experiences has been a big part of 

my life. The homogenous atino­

sphere forced me to define my 

values and beliefs from a young 

age. Luckily, 1 had a tight group 

of Asian friends and family who 

taught me to be proud of my 

beliefs and heritage while also 

staying open-minded to others .. 

By rallying on the front to advo­

cate Japanese American rights and 

promoting acceptance and cultural 

awareness with an open mind, the 

JACL can continue to be more 

inclusive to non-Japanese mem­

bers. We carmot judge knowledge 

about Japanese culture or the 

ability to advocate human rights 

issues based on race or ethnicity, 

but we must be open and unite as 

members to fight for the main goal 

of social equality and education 

foral!." 

MEGAN INGRAM 
Puyallup Valley JACL 

Deni & June Uejima 

Memorial Scholarship 

University of Washington 

'In hearing stories of the history 

of my family and other Japanese 

Americans, I am inspired by their 

courage, strength and ability to 

overcome significant obstacles 

including cultural adaptation, in­

ternment and discrimination. Their 

determination paved the way for 

future generations of Japanese 

Americans who, like me, a fifth 

generation (gosei), can now enjoy 

a much more prosperous future. 

I have tremendous respect and ap­

preciation for my cultural heritage 

and the work of my ancestors. 

Through organizations like JACL, 

1 hope to be a part of the promise 

that future generations have equal 

and fair rights. JACL works to 

maintain our cultural identity 

and individual rights, and while 

doing so, it is important that we 

inform and include non-Japanese 

American people to join the 

movement against issues that 

may enhance or threaten our 

rights as a community." 

EMILY ISAKARI 
French Camp JACL 

Paul & Katherine Ohtaki 

Memorial Scholarship 

University of California, 

Santa Barbara 

Sept. 19-0ct. 2, 2014 3 

'At the local level, JACL 

chapters need to continue to push 

a race-blind membership policy. 

As a civil rights organization, this 

should be an obvious require­

ment; however, in actuality, there 

is often an llllwritten code within 

Nikkei community acti vities that 

it is invitation-only. The merits 

of having a diverse membership 

should be made more apparent 

to local chapters including: less 

group-think and more origiml 

idea generation; establishment of 

new relationships and networks 

in the community; and, most 

importantly, membership growth 

and sustaimbility. Within my 

local area, 1 have unfortunately 

seen instances where Nikkei 

organizations (i.e., from basket­

ball teams to Kenjinkai) have 

unfortllllately ceased operation 

due to a lack of Nikkei members 

when there are so many potential 

non-Nikkei members who could 

potentially fill the void and keep 

the traditions alive." 

SYDNEY KAJIOKA 
Sacramento JACL 

Sam & Florice Kuwahara 

Memorial Scholarship 

University ofthe Pacific 

'JACL's prominent vision for 

their organization is to promote 

a world in which diversity is 

embraced and equally respected 

in all aspects of fairness and 

social justice. However, a constant 

struggle, as with many cultural! 

ethnic-based organizations, is how 

one such organization can be more 

inclusive of their non-Japanese 

American members. I believe that 

greater visual representation and 

continuous organizational invol ve­

ment within varying ethnic affairs 

is the key toward transcending this 

obstacle." 

II 
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SETH KARPEL 

'I believe we are rightly focused 

on challenges to ci viI rights that 

extend beyond our immediate 

commrnrity. But, we must con­

tinue to leverage organizational 

resources and scope to remain ac­

tively involved in issues impacting 

the Japanese American commrnri­

ty, and we might do well to clearly 

define our mission to include such 

considerations. The scholar Hillel 

is credited wifu fue quote, 'If I am 

not for myself. who will be for 

me? And, if I am only for myself. 

fuen what am ]?' I think fuat many 

of fue challenges facing fue JACL 

can be reduced to these tensi OilS 

between responsibilities to imme­

diate commrnrity and to the greater 

collective. Our organization has 

evolved to embrace a greater 

societal role without forsaking 

obligations to fue Japanese 

American commllllity." 
Philadelphia jACL 

Sam & Florice Kuwahara 

Memorial Scholarship 

Washington University, St Louis 

Congratulations 

Emily! 
We're so proud of you, 

M om, Dad, Ken t, Bachan 

French CampJAct. 

Congratulations to Eric 

Langowski/or l"eceiving the 

Shigeki ·Shake
N 

UsMo 
Memorial Scholarship Award 

Hoosjer 

j ACL ChapMr 

Congratulations to Eric Langowski on receiving the Hoosier 

Freshman Award and the Shigeki "Shake" Ushio Memorial 

Scholarship Award. 

Best Wishes at Indiana University from: Grandma Hannah 

Hogan, Mom, Dad, Simon, and the Tani, Izumi, Nakamura, Hogan, 

Kotarek, and Langowski families 

I: 

II 

II 
II 
I: 

I: 

ERIC LANGOWSKI 
Hoosier jACL 

Shigeki 'Shake' Ushio 

Memorial Scholarship 

Indiana University 

'Thirty years ago, my mofuer 

wrote an essay for this scholarship 

about her mofuer's (my grand­

mother's) experiences following 

fue Executive Order 9066 declara­

tion. With the incarceration, per­

cei ved differences were amplified 

and exaggerated at great expense 

to my grandmother's generation, 

whether it was those who served 

in fue military (442nd and l00fu 

battalion) or lost fueir livelihoods 

at home. This history of JACL 

as advocates for fue rights of 

Japanese Americans was inher­

ent on fue perception by policy 

makers that they were somehow 

a distinct fureat to fue general 

populace. Thankfully, now, fue 

lives of Japanese Americans and 

their families have improved from 

this history due to a JACL fuat 

has provided fue pafu to challenge 

fueir constitutional rights for a 

'greater America,' has an rnrrelent­

ing commitment to inclusivity and 

represents the bridge between the 

Japanese and non-Japanese JACL 

members." 

DANIEL TOMIO 

SOUZA 
Watsonville-Santa 

CruzjACL 

WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL 
CONGRATULATES 

Mike Mikawa 
RECIPIENT OF THE 

GRADUATE LAW, ARTS & STUDENT AID SCHOLARSHIP 

• and • 

Danny Souza 
RECIPIENT OF THE 

TAKASHI & YURIKO MORIUCHI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

WWW.WATSONVILLESANTACRUZJACL.ORG • WSC.JACL@GMAIL.COM 

Mr. & Mrs. Takashi 

Moriuchi Scholarship 

'The National JACL provides 

a lot of opportunities for college 

students - fue annual Collegiate 

Conference, the newly created 

Kakehashi Project and fue 

numerous workshops presented 

at college conferences arOlllld 

fue nati on. But what about 

interested high school students? 

Besides Bridging Communities, 

there aren't a lot of national 

options left for my peers and 

me. The high school audience is 

a seemingly untapped resource, 

and there is no organization 

better suited to implement a 

nationwide educational program 

for us fuan fue JACL. Wifu fue 

success of JACL's ofuer youfu 

programs, I believe high school­

specific initiatives will not only 

be immensely popular, but also 

expand JACL's inclusivity and 

commitment to its non-Japanese 

American members." 

KELLI TADEMARU 
Venice Culver jACL 

Hanayagi Rokumie 

Memorial Cultural 

Scholarship 

University of Southern 

Califon"lia 

'Stereotyping can occur to 

any ethnic group, even today. 

Stereotypes can lead to racism, 

especially when fuey are 

portiayed in fue media .... The 

JACLhas historically battled 

prejudice and discrimination 

against Japanese Americans. 

Today, it takes and can continue 

to take a similar stance against 

prejudice and discrimination 

fuat affect not only Japanese 

Americans, but also Americans of 

ofuer ethnicities. By doing so, fue 

organization can remain relevant 

to both Japanese Americans and 

non-Japanese Americans." 

PACIFICO CITIZEN 

KAYLA UMEMOTO 
Sacramento jACL 

Patricia & Gail Ishimoto 

Memorial Scholarship 

University of California, 

Berkeley 

'The JACLhas evolved since its 

inception, from an organization 

that focused on fostering good 

citizenship and civic participa­

tion to becoming a ci viI rights 

organization. Following World 

War II, JACL's focus was on Issei 

naturalization, reparations for the 

internment of 120,000 Americans 

of Japanese ancestry, elimination 

of racial discrimination in housing 

and employment and challenging 

fue alien land laws. Prompted by 

the internment camp experience, 

fue JACL evolved wifu a new 

activism to ensure civil rights 

beyond just fue Japanese Ameri­

can commllllity. The evolution 

of JACL's mission welcomes 

inclusiveness of non-Japanese 

American members, as our history 

serves as the foundation to pre­

vent and right the discrimination 

of others." 

ALLYSHA YASUDA 
Snake River Valley jACL 

Paul & Katherine Ohtaki 

Memorial Scholarship 

University ofIdaho 

'The face of fue Japanese 

American commllllity continues 

to change and evolve wifu shifts 

in demographics, fue political 

landscape and ofuer global issues. 

JACLneeds to change as well 

and be responsi ve to the needs 

of a multifaceted membership. 

Programs, activities and events 

directed to an aging population, 

youth, mixed marriages and 

nontraditional family units 

are critical to fue growfu and 

sustainability of 

II 
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Florin jACL proudly 
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LawWinners 

RYAN ICHINAGA 
West Valley JACL 

Thomas T. Hayashi Memorial 

Law Scholarship 

Lewis & Clark Law School 

'In the United 

States, Japanese 

Americans 

are certainly a 

minority. There­

fore, Japanese 

Americans 

should under­

stand how a 

minority would 

like to be treated and how important it is 

to feel included in one's community. In the 

JACL, non-Japanese Americans are the mi­

nority. We do not want to lose sight of the 

Japanese American heritage and legacy, but 

at the foundation of that legacy is the basic 

duty to treat others as equals. We should 

extend that same sense of inclusion to all." 

While an undergraduate at the University 

of California, Davis, Ryan Ichinaga served 

as college student representati ve on the 

Sacramento JACL board and in a variety of 

offices with the Japanese American Student 

Society. He also worked as an intern with 

State Assembly Member Paul Fang and 

Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

MICHAEL MIKAWA 
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL 

Grace Andow Memorial Law Scholarship 

University of Califonlia, Los Angeles, 

School of Law 

In his personal statement, 

Michael Mikawa wrote of Mas 

Hashimoto reaching across eth­

nic lines in Watsonville, Calif., 

through teaching local high 

school students about intern­

ment. Mikawa observed: "My 

hometown is primarily Mexi­

can and white. But the story of 

Japanese American internment 

touches students on a hwnan level. By continuing to tell our 

commrnrity's story, we can touch people's lives and appeal 

to their hwnanity across ethnic and racial lines. " Mikawa 

went on to highlight the need to form coalitions with other 

commrnrities, citing the example of JACL's joint work with 

the COllllCil on Arabic and Islamic Relations. In his conclu­

sion, he stated thatJACL should continue to touch people's 

humanity by standing for the civil liberties of all, from 

lllldocumented immigrants to gays and lesbians denied 

marriage equality to Muslims and Arabs. 

Mikawa enters the University of California, Los Angeles, 

School of Law with a lifelong commitinent to addressing 

the needs of Asian American communities. For the past five 

years, he has worked in the antitrust division of the U.S. 

Departinent of Justice and the Alameda County Superior 

Court. His record of service to Asian American communities 

includes work with the Asian Law Caucus, leadership of the 

Nikkei Student Union, Multicultural Student Development 

and the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL. He plans to become 

a public service lawyer. • 

'SOUTH BAY STORIES: A Nikkei 
LGBTQ Forum for Everyone' 

T
he JACLPacific Southwest 

District, the Gardena Valley 

Japanese Cultural Institute, 

the South Bay JACL chapter, the 

Greater Los Angeles JACL chapter 

and the Torrance JACL chapter 

aIlllOllllCe "South Bay Stories: 

A Nikkei LGBTQ Forum for 

Everyone" on Oct. 4 at the Gardena 

Valley Japanese Cultural Institute in 

Gardena, Calif. 

People of all generations are 

invited to learn more about gender, 

sexuality and LGBTQ stories in the 

Japanese American community. 

A panel of community members 

will speak to their individual experi­

ences of navigating LGBTQ issues 

in the Nikkei community, as well as 

their hopes for LGBTQ inclusion 

and awareness in the future. 

Panelists will include Melvin 

Fujikawa, a spiritual director and 

voice coach who served previously 

as the fonner senior pastor at the 

Christian Layman Church in 

Oakland, Calif.; Traci Kato­

Kiriyama, a nationally renowned 

writer/actor/multiplatform artist! 

educator/organizer who also is the 

organizer of the Generations of War 

oral history and peace education 

project and director/co-founder of 

Tuesday Night Project; and Janet 

Uradomo, a proud mother of an 

8-year-old transgender daughter. 

In addition, Diane Ujiiye, 

outgoing executi ve director of 

Asian and Pacific Islanders 

California Action Network, will 

moderate the panel discussion. 

The event, which will take place 

from 1;30-3;30 p.m., is free 

and open to the public, with 

refreshinents provided during 

the reception. 

For more infonnaiion} email 

Traci ishigo} program coordinator} 

at tishigo@jac/psw.org. 

150 YEARS OF DOING RIGHT 

FORVOUR 
TRUSTAND 
SUPPORT, 
WE THANK VOU. 
Union Bank" is proud to be celebrating 150 years of strength, 

commitment and long-lasting relationships. Our deep roots and 

history are built on a foundation of trust. service and community 

involvement. With the support of our customers and the community. 

and as a member of Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group (MUFG), 

one of the world·s largest and safest' financial institutions. we are 

dedicated to being your trusted financial partner for years to come. 

unionbank.com/150 _ ri Yo,Ii!!l 

, Global Finance, World's 50 Safest Banks, October, 2013 

1.1 UnionBank" 
A member of MUFG, a global financial group 

©2014 Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Union Bank is a registered trademark and brand name of MUFG Union Bank, NA, Member FDIC. Visit us at unionbank.com/japanese. 
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