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LETEERS

Let’s Step Up, Donate and Advocate for the PC.

EACIFIC € CITIZER

eetings from drought-plagued Cali-
Gﬂ:\rnia For thoge of vou east of 1w, we
hiope your spring arnves Very soomn!

&g the P.Corep from the NCWHE District,
[ am honored to help laarch this year’s Spring
Campaign for the award-wirming Fecific
Cifizen newspaper. Collectively this s our
cpporturity to step wp and advocate for the
Facific Citizem, which supports the JTACT, its
programs, as well as provides news coverage of
the &APT commurnity which is often absert or
lacking inmainstream media.

Ona personal note, I grewr upin acaresr mili-
tary family. We mowved ofter, and I atterded
both parochial and public schools in four states
by the titme I reached high school. Thenl bad a
rews experence — the high school T atterded
in Wirginia was segregated. Wes, ALL white.
There were 1o Asians or Hispanics living in the
comm ity [ fourd myself participating in gow-
errm ent-sanctoned irstitationsl racism. [ stll
ecall the hiter glances and feelings emarat-
ing from the black families we encounterad on
adailybasgis. I will rever forget those feelings.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

The armal holiday editicn (Pacific
Citigen, Dec. 12, 2004 Jam. 22, 201 5) of this
rewspaper recently mn a letter from Davad
Unmake, who woiced disagreement with
the JTACT ’s recent statements on Ferguson
and President Obama’s executive order for
immigrant amnesty. The JTACT s Mational
Youthy Btudent Conecil wiskes o collectively
respotd to the comespordence becaise, given
this publications weight ard reputaticn, we
do not feel the 1de=s expressed therein are in
lire with the TACL's values. [tis the feeling
af the MY/ 3C that the knd of insensitivity
and 1gnoraree expressed in the column
cannot sounchecked, particularly when these
lighilities appear in this kand of platform.

Becase the JACL's executive director has
dready succinctly and fitmly addressed the

Lucldly I disecvered aninvaleble oppor-
tunity to rekndle that expenerce and worlk
toward resolution when [ was infroduced to
the JACL by my wife, Valere, ard ker fa-
ther, Ceorge Wasubooli, in the early "90s.
Lz [ read the PO, 1 discovered ard wes
enlightered o find it senving as a respected

and essential communicatiors vehicle — a  EEE

lifeline and conrection to the T& experence
and its roots, espenially for those living in more
isolated or riral aress. Today the JACL is still
fighting that batle for 1, sitiving to ensure that
ALL people are offered equal opportumity in
education, employment health care, marnage
atid more.

Moy is the time to step up ard support the Pa-
cific Ciizen. Itis ore of the tools and effective
means of commurication we reed in order o
cortirne our sttugsle o assure that everyone is
given equal opporburity ard access toall Amer-
ira has to offer ['we been active in JACL for
over 15 years, ard 'm proud of the stands ard
positicns JACL has mken, especiallyin the area
of civil rights activism.

The PO staff bas done an excellent job of
fommulating a program to facilitate updating
the P.C. welsite, digitizing the PO amchives
ard morang foremrd in the social media realm.
There is more to come on these 1ssues, and you
will see some of those changes in the coming
mornths.

Oid somuloucsr cone of the hest optiore for sup-
porting the PC iz selling adwvertising in every
izse? This would boing “outside™ money into
the equation and isw’t dependent on chapters
or members. The PO gets the ad revere, and
wour local clapter berefits from the commis-
sicn. Sounds lile a win-win game plan.

>> Saa STEP UP on page 12

letter’s historical and legal fallacies regarding
immigration in ber own response, our aim
bere is o comment on the letter’s problematic
statements on national wrest in Fergusorn and
besrond that followed the nondrdictmernt of
officer Damen Wilson,

We would like to first debunk the clunloy
and false equivalence of President Chama’s
recert Executive Order on amresty o
President Roosewvelt’s Execufive Crder 2066,
which compelled the mass incarceration
of Japanese Amencars. The petularce and
insersitivity inherent to making sucha
comparisonis appalling, particularly sivern
that the andience of this publication is
comprised of many survivors, families ard
descendants of those who have been racially
profiled ard urgjustly imprisoned at the hands
of laer erforcemert. Any possible parallels to

the Japanese American infermment experernce

should be presented carefidly emerging

from afflicted members within our owm

community. For ansone (@ JACL member

T Tepresentative) to cradely weaponize

Cour commnrity’s most painful experences,

in this marmer, 1z deplarable ard besond

factless. The N3 C condem rs the wse of this

irresponsible thetoric in the strongest terms.
If e are set on filtering curmernt everts

through the lers of the mass incarceration,

there are probably more apt companisons to

be made to the modem plight of our black

brothers and sisters — 1t's not hard to imagire

cur orem Misel commumity leaders and daft

Tesisters being publicly shamed by white

Americans for opposing “due process of

laws ™ or being called “race haiters™ becanse

they dared question the white status quo that

cppressed them.

>> Sea LETTER on page 12
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By Gil Asakawa

B .

a5 there a Day of Eemem brance event where
wou live, and if 20, did you go? If woudon’
kaoar abont DOE, it's the anrmal commemor=-
tion of the Feb. 19, 1942, signing of Executive Crder 90684
by President Eooszenelt It allowed the TS military to
desigrate arry atea ag a sersitive zore and ldck out arrone
they thought might be a danger to national security
And those people, as we loowr today were the Japanese
ard Japarese Americans who lived along the West Coast,
from Washington state dowm to Califomis ard part of An-
zota. Those 120 000 pecple wers sent initially o temporary
quarters i places like corvverted hiorse stalls at race fracls,
ard ultimately at one of nine 1.5, concertration camys,
irchading ore called Amacke kers in Colorado.
I've written hefore thatl thinlcthere’s a danger in dwell-
ing onthe warime imprisorment. It can males it appear as

NIKKEI VOICE
DAY OF REMEMBRANGE IS WORTH REMEMBERING

forget that we are one of the blotches on America’s prowd
history. One way to make sure we remember the inferrment
experencs is by noting the Day of Eemembrance every
FEAL

The Mile High TACT. clapter holds a DOE event enery
wear. Cne of the first years, DOR was keld &t the Dernner
Buddhist Temple and featured Sacramento-based therapist
and filmmaker Satsuld Ira whose documentary “Children
of the Cam ps ™ resorated with many of the people who
attended. The clapter’s DOR events evolved and grewy
and were held at the University of Denver’s lawrschoc] for
several years.

For the yast several years, the event has been held at
Hizstory Colorado, the very nice history musewn in dowa-
towm Derrer.

It even has a penmanent exhibit ahout Am ache with powe-
erful films ard a “Teplica™ of a family space in an Amacle
barrack. Unfortunately because of regulatiors requinng the
exhibit to be wheelchair-accessible, the room is spacious

sunmer camp. The museum has posted a sign explaining
that it’s not realistic, so people wom't grumble, *Tdon't
kmuorsr wehat the big deal 1s, this lools really mice ™

Butl digress. Along with putting up the sign this year,
History Colorado has been a sweell place for Mile High
JTACT to organize its arenel envent A5 a board member,

[ was asked to emcee the event avd moderate a panel with
concentration cam p sunsavors on Feb 15, More than 200
people (hotjust JAs) showed 1up, an encoumging sign that
E.0. 9066 is indesd rem em bered.

The panel was moving because we stuck to the theme of
“Blaring Cnar Traths,” and T got our panelists, Franle and
Toe Salamoto and Linda Talahash Rodriguez. Franl: was
Just out of high selool; Toe was in hish school, ard Linda
was Just a young child. They along with people in the andi-
ence who had also sundved the experierce, shared stories
both firery and sad, ard all tovching, about life in camp
and hoar the experience colored their lives inthe decades
since the war

if Japarese Americans suffer from a “wvicim™ self-image.
Bt at the same time, [ thinleit’s paramonmt that T8 rever

and the tile floor smooth and cdean [t's not realistic at
all and males being imprzsored at Amache seem like a

>> 566 REVIEMBRANGE on page 12

Japanese Amencan Activist Todd
Endo Returns to Selma for the

50th Anniversary of the 1965
Voting Rights Demonstrations

WASHINGTON, LT, — Todd Endo, likely
the last sursiving Asian Am erican participant in
the 1965 woting rights demonstratiors in Selma,
&la, will be retuming for the S0th Arnmiver-
sary delma Bridge Crossing Jubilee on bdarch
7-8. Erdo will be sporsored ard accomparded
by a delegation from the JACL, tle nation's
cldest ard largest Asian Amerncan civil nghts
T gArization

Erdo was bom only 23 days after the Japarese
attacked Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7 1941, Despite
hiz Amernican ciizership Endo ard hiz family
were uprooted from their Los Angeles home ard
ircarcerated in Bchrer, Atk sclely becase of
their Japarese ancestry:

The Erdo family wes incarcemted for more .
than two years before moving o Chio in
1244 with the help of the Oraker-based American Friends Service Commitiee.
The family eventslly settled in the Washington, DUC2-Marlard area following
World War I whers Endo found himself the lone Asian American student in his
elem entary middle ard high schools.

Az a recent sraduate of Cberlin College, Endo marched with the JACL in the
1262 March on Washington and heard Dr. Martin Luther King Ir. deliver his
“l Have a Dream ™ speech firsthard.

Twmo years later, prompied by the death of acqgueintarce Eev Jim Eeeb ard with
support from JAZL, Erdo traveled from Bostonto Selma Ala, and participated
inthe 1965 Voting Eights demonstratiores.

One of only a handful of Asian Amenicars (an article ke wrote for JACD s
FPacific Citizen newspaper in 1965 noted that he saw as many as five), Exdo
planred profests with members of the Stadernt Mo Viclent Coordirating Com-
mittee and Southem Christian Leadership Conference, = well = demorstmted
inthe streets of 3elma wder the scrutiny of Shenff Jim Clark and hiz deputies.

Erdc’s experience in 3elma led the former Harvard PhD cardidate o forgo his
goal of becoming a history professor ard shift his foous toweard actvely refoming
the educational system and cuwrnculum. Presently Erndo works as an organizer in
Arlington Va s immigrant commurnities. |

THE JAPANESE AMERIGAN LEADERSHIP
DELEGATION ANNOUNGES ITS 2015 DELEGATES

Ten Japanese American leaders, including JACL's Friscilla
Cuchida, will visit Tokyo and Hiroshima as part of a weeklong tour.

WASHINGTON, DC — Ten Japaness
Amenican leaders wall t=avel to Japan from
March & 14 as members of the 2015 Japanese
Amenican Leadership Delegation program, =
weeldong tnp dedicated to bulding pecople-to-
people conrectiors with Japarese leaders. Mowr
inits 15th vear the JATD provides opportarnities
for Japanese Amenicars o establisha mearingful
role in strengthening 17 3.- JTapan elators across
all sectors of society

The delegates will isit Hircehima prefectures,
wlere they wall participate in a panel discussion
sporsored by the Japan Fowndation Certer for
Global Partrership ard the 1.3 -Japan Courcil.
(TSI, They wdll then wisit Tolowo, where past
delegatiors have typicaly met with the prime
minister, foreign mirister arnd top business
executives.

U512 President Irene Hirano Inonme
wAill lead the delegation The program is
sporsored by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Japan and organized by the TTETC,
This vear’s delegates are:

+ [LymnHashimoto (Seattle, Wash.), serior
attormey; Micrcs oft Corp.

* TYoghie Ito (Mewr York M., assistant
director, global initiatives, Asia Society

* Toshild Magald  ([Detroit,  MMich),
manager, gowvenument affairs, Ford
Motor Co.

+ D1 Richard Modmoto (Chicago, I,

Space & Secunty
+ Sach Talayesu (Washington, DNC), president
and CED AsianPacifie Islander American
Chamber of Commerce & Entreprereurship
+ Tsler Toldoka (Horolulw, Hawmii), vp, exterral
affairs and agercy relations, Island Inswarce
Comparies
* [r Trcy Tsuetald (Chapel Hill, WN.CU), senior
vp, PAREXEL Intemational
* [r. Eohin Yasui (Denver, Colo), director of
cenatrics, Denver Health
J1ALD Alumr have created a retwork to ensure
that “the commitment to strengtherning 1.5 -T=
pan relatiors is maintained ™ The JTALD began in
2000, and todate, 166 delegates have participated
in the program. |

arientaion session on Jan. 30-31 at the Japanese
Arnerican Mationd Museum in Los Angeles' Litfle

Bil and Cayle Cock professor of Tokyo. Pictured are (front rew, from feft] Sach

biclogy Morthwes termn Urdwversity

* Przoilla Ouchida (San  Francisoo,
Calif ), executive director, JTACL

* Linds Tara (Leos Angeles, Calif),
senicr manager, intemal, and CEO
communicatiors, Boeing Defense,

Takayasy, Lynn Hashimoto, Yoshie Ito, Linda
Talr 8, {secend rew, from leff] kaz Manivwa (L. 5-
Japan Coundl senior vp), Prisdlla Cuchida, Trazy
Tauetaki, Irene Hrano Inouye (LS -Japan Council
preddent), (frd row, from leff) Toshiki Masaki,
Fobin Yasul, Hehard Morimoto and Tyler Tokioka.,
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SAN JOSE HONORS ‘STORIES FROM THE PAST, LESSONS

San Jose's DOR event featured
Congressman Mike Honda, who shared
his perspectve on the theme "Stoties
From the Past, Lessons for Today”

o Rt
@ ONTEs
ApegaiaTy

Torn Oshidari fieff) and Meil Kozuma carry banners as the y lead a candelight walk
through the streets of San Jose Japantown.

o, [ |

By Christy Clom g

ore than 250 members of the
commurity  came together o
commemorate the Z5th  ammel

San Jose Day of REemembrance, which was
held on Feh. 15 at the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin, The evert was organized by
the Mihonmacki Cufreach Committes and
was emoeed b the HOCs Will Fakn,

Dhragring on the theme “Stories From the
Past, Lessons for Today ™ Tom [zu execu-
tive director of the Califomia History Center
at De Arra College, shared stories of three
pecple who dedicated themselwes to the
redress movement

The strength and determiration showm by
due Tokushige, Ceorge Yoshioka and Mits
Eloshivama continne to inspite [zu today Tz
said that redress was “never meant to be the
erd of the story, it was meart to be the be-
ginring of a comm itment by o com mardty
to make owr Constitution and Bill of Eights
mean something for everyore.”™

Chring a 1972 pilgimage to Tule Lale,
where he was imcarcerated as a child,
Wemon Hayeshida wrote a poem, which ke
read. Titled “From a Sansed ™ it reflected on
the questiors his parents and srardparernts
wouldn’t answer ard it ended with wrder-

starding and “arigals, argoto, argato” for
what they erdured.

Eent Carson recourted the expenences of
his grandfather Terry Terakawa, whose fa-
ther was a prominert leader in the Japarese
Amenican community in 3alt Lake City. The
story told in the first person, described the
FBI’s pursuit of Teradkawa’s father, irchading
attempting to amest him while ke was in the
hespifal inan iron hang,

Central to the event was the traditioral
cardle-lighting ceremony Shaluhachi ard
koto music accom parded the roll call of the
concertation camyps ard population cournt,

FOR TODAY’

tead by Silicon Valley JTACT chapter offi-
cer Mariloo Fujimoto ard the HNOTs Reilo
Malmyama San Jose JACL chapter officers
Tom Oshidan ard Meil Kozmuma, as well as
members of the NOC, led the stoup camsing
cardles throngh histore Japantorsm

Congressman  Mile Horda saod  that
although HE. 442 wmas signed, after the 5/11
attacks, there was eviderce of racial profil-
ing, and thosarnds were taken into custodyy
He spolee of the power of sharing persoral
storles as a way to practce citizership and
fight oppression racism and sexism, and he
ercourmsed the audience to leam aboat other
cultures ard other eligions.

Performarces by 3an Jose Taloo wmder-
soored the emotioral power of the might
The first song was “Tay of Femem braree, ™
which was composed and choreographed by
artistic director Franco Imperial, who was
irepired ko the 2002 3an Joge DOR everdt.

In addition to the NOZ, the event was
spotsored by a mumber of comm ity orga-
nizatiors, imchding the San Jose, Sequoia
ard Silicon Valley clapters of the JACL,
Satta Clara Coumty Asian Law Alliance;
Campaign for Justice; Santa Clara County
Office of Human Eelations; Japanese Amerni-
carn bMugeim of San Jose; 3an Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin, 3an Jose Peace and Justice
Certer; 3an Jose Taileo; South Bay Islamic
Sgar; Wesley United Methodist Clhixchy
ard ru-Al Kl ]

CCDG’S DOR FEATURES THE DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN

AWARDS

of 911 ard the organization’s cortiming

ole as an adwocate o the owment ciil
nghts landscape was highlighted at the
Central Califomia District Cownedl Day of
Femembrarce ard Officer Installation on
Feb. 15 More than 136 guests attended the
anmel event in Fresno.

The event also featured the etirn of the
Distinguished Amencan Awards, wlhich
ecoghnizes 1ndividiels and crgardzations
that hawve made outstanding contributiors to
civil nghts advocacy. This year’s honoress
were John Tateishi, former JTACL natiornal
director, who received the Spint of Twetice
Zoprard, and Rew. Saburo ard barion basads,
who were recogrized wath the Spuarit of
Education Aaard.

Tateishy wmas alo the evernts lkEyrote
speaker. His comments on “Post 911 and
JACTL's Role™ offered fascirating insight
mto the leadership of JACL followding
the 2001 temonst atack. He remembered
Inrocent]ly tumning in his mdio on the way to
abwiness mesting and learning of the attaclk:
His mmediate reaction wms one of shock

JH:L’S strong advocacy in the aftermath

Marion Masada and Fey. Saburo
Maesada

4

Participants included {fram laff) Feza Mekumanesh (IEiEmib Cultur d Center of
Fresno), Dr. Sldarhan Kapoor (Humen Rights Codlition of the Centrd Valey),
Jeanette Ishii (event emcee) and John Tateishi (honoree).

= well = a certainty that the mmpardt fear
and hystena directed at Japanese Amencars
during World War IT wonld soon be revisited
pon kuslim Americans in response to 9011

Friends from the Islamic Cultual Center
of Fresro were among the guests atternding
the Day of Eemembrance for the first time.
Tateishi ackrowded sed their participation by
concluding his remarks with a confirmation
of JACL's commitment to adwocaling on
behalf of all groups facing discnmination

and hate, saying “If wou fird wourself in

frouble, call on the JACT. We wall be there
for you.”

The Masada’s, row in their mid-20s,
cortie o visit classrooms and com muritye
orgarizatiors up ard dowm the state to share
their story of incerceration. They often
speak to studerts outside of Califoria as
well. In 2014, thes wers horored to give 65
presentatiors. The couple rever tums dowm
a1 opportumity to share their story even if
It mears traveling at their owmn experse.
They are passictate about educating others

= a way of giving back to their commurity
and ersunng that suwch irjustice by our
government rever happers agsin

Shortly after the Day of Eemembrarce,
the Masadas were nofified of another
prestgions horor CCDC Governor Eoberta
Barton nominated them for Yolunteer of the
Year in Fresno County. The worderful news
that they wers selected to receive a Lifetime
Achievement Award as Volumteers of the
Year was the “leing on the cale™ in a wry
memomble weelk ]
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GHIGAGO’S DOR PAYS HOMAGE TO ‘WOMEN WARRIORS’

By Ryan Kuramiisu

arlier this month, members of Chi-
Ecago’s Japanese American commu-

nity gathered at the Chicago History
Museum to commemorate the day Executive
Order 9066 was signed by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, the legislative move that or-
dered the mass deportation and incarceration
of more than 110,000 Japanese Americans.
Each year, five local Nikkei advocacy and
cultural groups, including JACL Chicago,
come together to share in the responsibility
for planning and holding this event.

The first Day of Remembrance was inau-
gurated in 1978 on the Puyallup fairgrounds
in Washington, which had served as an in-
carceration center named Camp Harmony
during WWII. That first year, the National
Guard provided trucks similar to those
used in 1942, and led a caravan that traced
the original path followed by some of the
camp’s incarcerees,

In the nearly 40 years since the event’s
inception, Nikkei communities across the
country have continued to commemorate
this day in a number of novel ways. In Chi-
cago and elsewhere, community members
gather annually at solemn ceremonies where
music is played, stories are shared, excerpts
from the Executive Order and the Exclu-
sion Poster are read and organic commumnity
reflection is given space to occur.

Christine Munteanu, assistant program
Director with JACL's Chicago chapter, be-
lieves these traditions are key to the spirit
of the Day of Remembrance. “The goal,”
she explained, is to meditate on “the impact
the incarceration experience has had on our
families, our community and our country.

~ WOMEN
WARRIORS

Itis an opportunity to educate others on the
fragility of civil liberties in times of crisis,
and the importance of remaining vigilant in
protecting the rights and freedoms of all.”
In short, remembering the past is important
because it is inextricably linked to a respon-
sible furthering of our future. Memories
must be honored and grieved and held onto
going forward.

This year, more than 130 attendees braved
the foul weather and gathered to honor the
community’s female compatriots and civic
leaders.

Scholar and civil rights attorney Peggy
Nagae gave a presentation on Japanese

American female leadership called “Women
Warriors: From Incarceration to Redress
and Beyond,” which touched on the lives
of icons and activists such as Mitsuye Endo
and Yuri Kochiyama. Nagae also specifically
honored the women who played an integral
role in the redress movement, including
Grayce Uyehara and Cherry Kinoshita, as
well as Chicago’s own Tsune Nakagawa,
Chiye Tomihiro and Kiyo Yoshimura.

According to Munteanu, this tribute was
especially meaningful because while some
of these women were in the audience, others
had died over the years — Yoshimura passed
away in December.

Bursts of applause frequently punctuated
Nagae’'s remarks, as community members of
all ages deeply resonated with her presenta-
tion. Younger attendees were able to more
fully grapple with the disturbing legacy of
incarceration in the safety of their own com-
munity, and older audience members were
able to celebrate the lives and examples
of their friends, mentors and colleagues.
For many attendees, this was not an abstract
history lesson but their lives on display.

As Chair of the Day of Remembrance
Committee and community leader Sharon
Hidaka shared, “Peggy’s presentation was
powerful and enlightening . . . she gave the
entire audience an awareness that women
in [our] community have long been over-
looked.™

This year’s public telling of Nikkei history
from a refreshingly femalecentric perspec-
tive was a needed rebuke to our familiar pa-
triarchal narratives, which generally consign
Japanese American women to a secondary
role at best, as wives and daughters of the
“real heroes.”

But the truth is, our women warriors have
led our community from the brink of col-
lapse, from incarceration to redress and far
beyond. They have displayed fire and bril-
liance, acted as primary protagonists.

The leaders honored in this year’s Day
of Remembrance ceremony aren’t quite the
docile women society often conjures by as-
sumption and stereotype — they are not
curtsying demurely, serving tea with a quiet
smile. They are proud, fearsome, inspiring
people; they don’t need men to speak for
them. They are examples for Nikkei of all
genders of which to aspire. |

PORTLAND JACL’S DOR CELEBRATES ITS LOCAL NISEI

By Heidi Tolentino

brance, the Portland JACL board held

an Appreciation Luncheon on Feb. 22
to honor its local Nisei at the Multnomah
Athletic Club. The luncheon was attended
by more than 70 Nisei honorees.

Following an opening welcome from
emcee Jeff Selby, the Pledge of Alle-
giance was led by Ron Iwasaki of Oregon
Nisei Veterans, followed by an invoca
tion from Rev. Anna Cho of the Epworth
United Methodist Church. Among the
distinguished guests in the audience was
JACL National President David Lin, who
thanked the Nisei honorees for their ser-
vice and sacrifice to our country.

The program’s keynote speaker featured
Linda Tamura, professor emerita of edu-
cation at Willamette University and a San-
sei who has extensively researched and
written about the Issei and Nisei genera-
tion in her books “The Hood River Issei”
and “Nisei Soldiers Break Their Silence.”

In her speech, titled “Lessons From

In recognition of Day of Remem-

Our Nisei,” Tamura referred to the Nisei
as “the bridge” for the Japanese Ameri-
can community, in that they connect the
Japanese traditions of their Issei parents
with the American culture that is their
birthright. Thus, they have many lessons
to teach us.

Tamura credited the Nisei with teach-
ing her three valuable lessons. The first is
to “Know the Full Story,” as Nisei have
taught her to be informed about the past,
including all of the different stories that
make up Japanese American history. Ni-
sei have reminded her to then educate the
public about Japanese American history
so that these stories will not be lost. The
second lesson Nisei have bequeathed to
her is to “Know Your Story.” Tamura said
that knowing your story is understanding
your own history, which is why the Nisei
stories are so crucial to helping us under-
stand who the Nikkei community is today.
The third lesson is “Share Your Story,” as
Nisei have taught her to speak up for her-
self and for others. She gave examples of
Nisei who have spoken out against injus-

tice and taken action for themselves and
their community, among them Segie Nish-
ioka, Min Yasui and Lury Sato.

Tamura then asked the audience to find
a Nisei and take a “selfie” with them, after
which each person was to ask that same
Nisei, “What is a lesson we can learn from
the Nisei?”

During the activity, [ had the pleasure of
talking with Bill Matsuda of Portland. He
told me that a lesson we can learn from
the Nisei is something he learned from
the Issei, “Regardless of whatever hard-
ships you face, never give up.” So simple
and yet so profound. He modestly told me
that his Issei parents were really the ones
who had a difficult time. They built a life
for themselves and then had it all taken
away from them. | asked him about his
time in camp, and he told me that he was
very young during camp and he felt it was
not as hard for him because he didn’t re-
ally understand what was happening. His
family was first at Tule Lake and then was
moved to Heart Mountain. After the war,
Mr. Matsuda’s family moved to Ontario,

Ore., before returning to Portland. 1 was
so appreciative of his willingness to talk
with me and share parts of his story and
his wisdom.

The activity was so successful that
Tamura had trouble quieting the audi-
ence because of the passionate discus-
sions that had surfaced around the room.
People were then asked to share what
they learned from their Nisei interviews.
Individuals spoke about interviewing their
family members and tablemates and the
lessons that came from the Nisei.

As her talk came to a close, Tamura
encouraged us to continue asking
Nisei family members and friends to share
their stories, and she thanked the Nisei for
being our bridge.

[ left the event feeling thankful for my
Nisei grandparents, Joe and Nellie Saito,
and the numerous lessons they have taught
me over my lifetime; they have truly
inspired me. Thank you to all of the
Nisei for the sacrifices you have made
for us; there are no words to express our
gratitude. |
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YO-YO CHAMPION SETS HIS SIGHTS
ON ANOTHER WORLD TITLE

™

High school student Michael Nakamura is

preparing to compete in August for another world
title at the World Yo-Yo Championship in Tokyo.

By Connie K. Ho,
Contributor

by minute, a small crowd began to gather at Weller Court in Los Angeles’

Little Tokyo. With yo-yos spinning in his hand and a razor focus, he kept
the crowd captivated as milling tourists attempted to snap pictures of the teen.
Nakamura isn’t your average high school student — he’s a yo-yo champion on the
road to securing more titles before graduation.

Nakamura began yo-yoing at a young age. He remembers receiving his first yo.
yo from his father when he was 7 or 8 years old. He attempted some easy tricks,
but then put it aside for some time. It wasn’t until he was 12 that he picked up the
yo-yo again and began watching videos on YouTube of yo-yo competitions in
Japan. From that time on, he had an intense interest to learn more tricks and, pretty
soon, he was making up his own moves and participating in yo-yo competitions.
He entered his first yo-yo contestin 2010

“I think the biggest part of [the yo-yo] community is how helpful and supportive
they are,” said Nakamura, a Southern California native. “It’s kind of a nice mixture
— there are sport athletes, math geeks, and everyone can gather around and share
the same interest in this one sport.™

Nakamura, who turns 18 this month, spends his down time developing
new ftricks, whether that might be in the classroom, at home or out and about.
He practices approximately one hour a day, with more time on the weekends.

“Once I have a yo-yo in hand, T try to execute [the trick] and then start from
there. It takes a really long time to make it competition-worthy,” said Nakamura,
who attends North Hollywood High School. “First, I start with the basic elements,
then from there, I kind of add in more stuff that would make it score higher in a
contest. Then, as fime goes on, | make adjustments to it.”

In 2013, Nakamura was crowned the World Yo-Yo champion in the 4A, other-
wise Offstring Division. This year, he’s already won the North American Yo-Yo
Championship in Las Vegas and the Pacific Northwest Regional Yo-Yo Contest in
Seattle. He’s also planning to attend the World Yo-Yo Championship, which will
be held in August in Tokyo.

“There are so many variables, so I usually shoot for top three, do my best and see
where [ end up,” said Nakamura, who cites traveling and sightseeing as one of the
highlights of participating in the yo-yo competitions.

A busy student, Nakamura juggles yo-yo training along with five Advanced
Placement courses and karate classes (he’s a brown belt). When he’s at home, he’ll
choreograph a routine and practice it over and over again until he feels comfort-
able. You'll see him with his yo-yos often, including visits to the supermarket and
the mall. He also utilizes his morning commute to practice yo-yoing and find songs
for competitions that fit his style, with selections from musicians such as music
producer and DJ Zedd.

“I use a lot of electronic music, but | also mix in other songs for slow and fast
paces in the routine so I could mix it up in my routine,” Nakamura said.

Much of the time during practices, he’ll video chat with other yo-yo experts from
around the world.

“In Japan, they definitely take it a lot more seriously. It’s very organized —
everyone has a strict mind-set on what helps them place higher in competitions,”
Nakamura said.

During the year, Nakamura participates in multiple competitions leading up
to the world championship. The performance consists of two to three minutes of
edited music with a choreographed routine. In competition, participants are judged
on a number of criteria, including trick difficulty, creativity and uniqueness of
the trick. Along with the technical components, the judging panel looks at the
performance in terms of choreography, musicality, stage presence and the use of a
story line or theme. Michael Nakamura performs his routine at

the 2014 World Yo-Yo Contest.

3 1l eyes were recently on Michael Nakamura. Second by second, minute
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W+ favonte part of the contests 1z when we (the competitcrs) can relax and
bang out with each otber,™ said Makamurm, alluding o the firal portion of the
competition when all the performances have fimshed.

Hiz parents are supportive of his oo endeswvors, wath his mother, Tuf,
rommally accomparring him on the trpe to competitions. He's the oldest son
of Japanese and Irdoresian immigrants and, apart from competing, Malamira
shosrcases ks oo slalls at commrity events where he dem onstrates triels and
teaches other lads howr to e the oo

“Through yo-soins, ['ve learred to be more approachable to other people, ™
Malmmura said . “Ary yo-yoer you see — they wall never have the same tricles that
they do. They alweays have their own specific style, s0 becawse of how open you
can be ard how creative, that's land of what atiracted me to it

He he= no plare to do so-yo full-ime after sraduating hich school, but
Mak=mira iz setting his sights on atterding college either majoring in busiress
or engineering. He's dlzo cumently sponsored by Yo'rofddict, who provides bim
equipment and royalties based offhis signature so-yomodel. The comparrsyis under
his role model Hirosula Suzula; Makmmura was first irspired to pursue yo- 30 more
sericusly after watching wideos of Suzuld, who 13 a fourtime world so-3o
clampion himself.

“His style, howr he carnies limself orstage — I wanted to brng a similar stage
presence, ” Makamura said.

With the past five to six years of his life consumed with yo-3o com petitions,
Mak=mura has collected, traded and scld his fair share of yo-sos. He's since
amassed a collection of about 200 yo-yos and, of that manber, he unslly sticls
o five to six differert o-yos for competitions. His nommal lineup of yo-3os can
rommally be seen sitting in a bookshelf inhis room or laid out in a yo- 30 casze.

“It’s kind of like in baseball, where people have different gloves that they like,
mayhe differert shapes or sizes, ™ Malamurm said. “o-yos have different weight
distnibutiors ard shapes and howr they're produeed. ™

For thoze on the fence about yo-yos, Malamum ercowrages people of all skall
levels o try it out. Mewhies can start off with basic tncks lile walk the dog,
trapeze or split the atom. 3ites like wvoeapert.com can walk people through the
steps in com pleting these simple tricks.

“Lrryone can learn — the biggest advice is to really sticle with it becanse, i the
beginming it’s difficult to get the basics dosm, bt once o get the basics, i’z a lot
more furn, ™ Malmmura said. “The hard works you put into so-yoing really pasys off
in the end. Mot only do you have a way to push yourself, but there’s also competi-
tiors and a supporive commurity o kelp sou out.™ ||

Polaris Tours 2015 Schedule

Apr, 02~ Apr, 11 Spring lapan: "Hiroshima, Mivajima, Kyoto, Inuyama, Hakone, Toloyo”
Apr, 07~ Apr, 21 Australia & New Zealand: “Carins, Sydney, Christehureh, Oueenstown®™
Apr, 30~ May, 12 South Korea (East Coast): “Seoul, Jeju, Busan, Gyeongju, Seorak”

Mz, 06~ May, 19 Bikkuri Finale Tourwith Ken: “Off the Beaten Track in Kyushuo®

May. 28 ~lun, 06 The Best of Hawaiian lslands: “Oahu, Maui, Big |sland”

lun, 06 =~ lun. 14 Scenic Morway: “Oslo, Lillehammer, Loen, Stalheim, Bergen, Telemark”
lul, 12~ 1ul 21 lapan By Train: “Hiroshima, Kurashiki, Okavama, Kyoto, Tokyo"

Sep, 17 ™ Sep, 26 Parific Coast: “Seattle, Portland, Newport, Gold Beach, San Franrisen
Oet, 04~ Oret, 14 Let's G Hokkaido: “Sappors, sounkyo, Shiretoks, Tomamu, Toyako®

Chet, 08~ Oet, 19 lewels of Moroeeo: “Casablanca, Fez, Erfoud, Guarzazate, Marrakesh®
Ot 18 =~ Oct, 27 Autumn lapan: “Hiroshima, Kyoto, Kanazawa, Takayama, Tokyo®
Oet, 19 ™ Mew, 01 Italy: “Rome, Pisa, Florenes, Milan, Venice, Capri, Amalfi Coast, Pom peii”

Oet, 22 ~ Moy, 02 South Korea West Coast]: “lecnju, Yeosy, Gwangju, Boseong, leju

Mow, 01 = Mew, 11 Islands of Okinawa & Shikoku: “Maha, Takamatsu, Matsuyama, Kochi®

Mo, 30 Dec, 10 South America Escape: “Rio de laneiro, |guassu Falls, Buenos Aires”
24 Unlon Square, Sulte. 508 Unlan City, CA

- mﬁ?
@ PolarisTours Toll Free: (800) 858-2882

www.lourpolaris.com
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Ed ucator-Filmmaker Satsuki Ina, Ph.D, to : i
- - ) pctured with

Keynote at 46th Manzanar Pllgrlmage A ot
the Tule Lak

The Manzanar Committee also hails the creation of ,-i-- ; Ce%ﬂi%ﬁr‘mg
Honouliull National Monument in Hawail. ! - Wiorld War Il

LOS ANGELEE — Batsuld Ina PhD,
will be the keyrote speaker at the 46th an
tnial Manzanar Pilgrimage, sporsored by the
Manzarar Committes, which s set to fake
place at noon on April 25 at the Marzanar
Maticnal Histone site in Califomia’s Cheens
Walley.

Bom behind barbed wire at the Tule Lake
Segregation Center during Warld War 1T,
Ina, 70, is professor ementis in the School
of BEducation at Califomia State Triversi-
ty Sacramentn, and foumder of the Family
Studsy Center. A2 a licensed peychotherapist
specializing in community traama, she has
cotducted groupe for Japarese Americans
whio were children in the prison camps.

Ira kas been researching the lons-term
impact of the unjust Mearcemtion of JTaps
rese Americans for the past 15 years. She
also hes produced too documentary films on
the subject that were broadeast rationally on
the Public Broadeasting Syetem, “Children
of the Camps™ and “From a Silk Cocoore
& Japanese American Bemureiant’s Story ™

“We're honored o hawe Dro Satsuld
Ina spealing at this wear’s pilgnimage ™
said Marzanar Commitiee Co-Chair Bruce
Embrey. “Um the 70th anniversary of the
closing of the camps and the exd of World
War II it’s an excellent time to have some-
ot with D1 [ra’s expenience discuss the im-
pact of the forced remonal on the Japanese
Am eTican commurity ™

&dded Embrey “Tr. [ra’s insights and
rerspective will help illumivate hoee our
commurity evolved ard grappled with the
incarceration avd being deprived of ciwvil
Hghts, not to menficn the difficulties of life
after camp.™

Tle Manzavar ot Thusk program follows

that same evening at the Lone Pire High
school auditorium in Lone Fire, which is
located approsximately rive miles south of
the Marzanar Matioral Historie Site.,

The program is co-sporsored by the
Mikkei Student Unicre at Califomia State
Polytechnic University Pomora; Califormia
state University Fullertorn; Califomia State
University Long Beack; the University of
Califomia, Los Angeles; ard the Urniversity
of Califormia San Diego.

In additice, the Manzarar Committes on
Feb. 20 hailed the declarstion of the site
cf the Horooliuli Inferrment Camp as a
Mational Historie MMormament by President
BamackObama onFeh. 19,

Honculinli, located in Euria Hawail on
the island of Oabn, has long been an “owver-
groam gulch™ on privately owmed land
But during WWII, the site was home to
an imtermmert camp that incarcerated 200
Americans of Japanese ancestry and 4,000
priscners of war,

Horondiuli incarncerees ramed the camp
“Tigoloa Dari™ (Hell Walles).

By proclamation, President Ohbama
wder authority grarnted to the president of
the United States under the Antiquities Act
af 1906, created the Honouliuli Matiorsl
Mommnert, protecting and presenving this
site in perpetiaty

*‘Honoulivli Natioral Momment in Ha
wall permarently protects a site where Japs
rese Amencan citizens, Tesident immigrants
ard prisoners of war were held captive dur-
g World War IL 7 the White House said in
astatement “Located on the island of Cabu,
the mommn ert will help tell the difficult sto-
ry of the interrment camp’s impact on the
Japanese American commimity and the fra

=atsuki Ing, Ph.Dyis he

Marzanar Pigrimage.

keynote speaker a this year's

FIFTCL SR ATR™ °F ST T ME

gilitv of civil rights diring times of comflict.™

2dded Obama “We're amnouncing a
rewr park i my home state, before [ was
adopted by Ilirois, my hom e state of Havmil.
Honoaiuli was otee at interrm et camp for
Japanese Americans dunng WWIL Going
forsmrd, its going o be a momument to a
painfil part of our history o that we don't
tepedt the mistakes of the past.™

Matioral Park Service Dhirector Jorathan
B. Jarus echoed the president’s remarles.

“&t Honouliali Mational Mommment, e
will share the stones of those who were wr
Justly held there during WWII as a remrnder
to the waorld abonat the im portaree of protect
ing civil liberties, even in times of natoral
crisis, " he saod.

Manzanar Committee Co-Charr Bruce
Embrey roted that ancther JTapanese Ameri-
car confirement site would be protected and
preserved, strengtlening the commurites
efforts totell the story of the urguetincarcer-
ationof Japanese Amencars dunng WWILL

“The desigration of Honowliuli as a na
fioral momnent iz simply Temerndows and
adds an essertial clapter to the story of
what Japanese Americare were subjected

o following the bombing of Pearl Harbor
oty Dec. 7, 1941, 7 said Embrey. “The Marr
zarar Committee applauds the president
for desigrating the Horouliuli Matioral
Mommert on the T3rd ammiversary of the
signing of BExecutive Order 9066 ard for
recoghizing the wiolations of Corstitutioral
rghts and nmman fghts by President Franle
lin . Roosewvelt’s action.™

Embrey comtirmed, ‘Congatulations ard
thanle you to Carole Hayashino, Jane e
kara and everyore at the Japarese Cultural
Center of Hawmii, the Honolulu clapter of
the Japanese American Citizens Leasue,
archeologists Jeff Burton ard Mary Famell,
Hawmil's senators hMazme Hirono and Brian
Schatz, Hawail’s congressioral delesation
Tulsi Cabbard ard Martk Talmi and ewverse
cte else volved in making the Honouliuh
Mational Morament a redlity. We are tnuly
ercowraged by the addiion of Honoulinli 1o
the list of Japarese Amernican confinement
sties being preserved and protected by the
Mational Park Service. "We sincerely hope
that serious efforts will be made 1o develop
the site =8 animportant lesson oncivil oghts
ard heesr fragile they can be ™ |

Minidoka Pilgrimage Dates Set for June 25-28

Alzo included in the pilgrimage:
* Aocess to an onginal barack building and mess hall.
People will be able to go in portions of hoth histornic

SEATTLE, WASH. — The Minidoka Pil srimags
Planning Committee has annopeed Ture 2525 as the

dates for the 13thammal pilgrimaze.

In 1942, nearly 13,000 people of Japanes e arcestry
living in Washington and Oregon, mary of whom wers A
American citizens, wers removed from their homes and
sent toa desolate concentration camp rear Twin Falls,

Idaho.

Fommer ircatceress, their families ard frierds fiom a
Seattle, Wash, Portlard, Cre, and across the nation w4l
make the joumey to the fommer Minidolka Cam p in [daho A
to learn, share memories and sk questions about the

Miridolem expenierce.

The Minidoka Pilgrimage officially besins in Twein
Fallz, Idaho, on Iae 25 for dinner. The next day features
a full dasyof educational progremming. Onlume 27,
the sroup will o the Minidola Mational Park Site,
followeed b small group discussicts to leam and share
experiences. The pil erimage corcludes on June 28 with
a commem crative cosing ceremory at the Miridola

Matioral Fark Site.

buildings.

to register 1s Tune 1.

The registrationfee i F00.

The registrationfee iz F200.

The recorsttucted ferce is complete. It s about ore
mile in length from the stone entrance buldings along
the Morth side Canal o the historic swamming hole.
The trail is pamllel to the fence.

Menwy collections storage bulding completed o house
binidokm collections items at Hagenman Fossil Beds.
Chaided towr of the Minidoka National Historic Site by
Natioral Fark Service staff.

&z parficipation is imited, there are two different
registration packases for this year's event. The deadline

The SeatleBellevie package ncludes b tansporta-
tion from Bellevue, Wash, to Twin Falls, Idaho.

The BoiseTwin Falls packase requires paricipatits to
provide their owm transportation to Tean Falls, Idaho.

Eegistration fees include meals and all activities during

the pilsnmage. Lod ging must be made by each participart.
There is also a discount for children wder 12 ard seniors
75 years and older

Inaddifion the MMindok= Pilgrnimage ard Planning
Committee is pleased to once again offer a Senior
scholarship for those who are over 80 years of age and
were imprisoned in any of the American concertration
camps dunng Woild War IT.

This scholarship covers the resistration fee, hotel and
bus costs (rowndirip bus travsportation from Bellevue
College o Minidoka). The commites acknoweled ges with
gratitude and appreciation the Mirdok= Remembrance
fimd ard the proceeds flom the 2014 Day of Eemen-
brance Tailko Festival for maldngs this scholarship possible.

& “ronth Scholarship for people over 12 years of age
to atterd the pilznmage ard serve on the Pilgrimace
Committes is also being offered.

AL forms and information car be fourcd orn the
Mirddoka Pilorimage website af wwwminidoka
pilerimage org. For otfer euestions or concerns,
please email minido fapilorimage@amail.com. For fiose
wifiout computer access, please leave your nante and
address with Dale B, Wtariabe at (206) 296-6260 and
the forms will be serd via US ., mel,
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Dick S. Hamada to be inducted in the
Military Intelligence Gorps Hall

of Fame

The late Dick = Hamadahas
been acce pted for induction into
the Army's MIS Gorpe Hall of
Farme a Fort Huachuca, Arz.

he late Dick 5. Hamada of Ho-
noluly, Haweil, has been ac-
cepted for irduction into the
Ammy’s Military Intelligence Corps
Hall of Fame at Fort Huachuea, Ariz.
Hamads, wio past away in bay 2014
atage 92, will be irducted in cetemo-
ries in Jure, according to a letter from
Maj. Gen. Eobert B Ashley com-
manding general of the 1.3, Army Ire
telligeree Center of Excellernce.
Hamada wms ore of about 6000
Tapanese Americars who served inthe
Military Intellizernce Service in World
War I1. Hamada wes among a hard ful
of MIZ Mizel assigned to Detackment
101 of the Office of Strategic Senvces,
forermrer of the Central Intelli gence
& cemiy
They spent months deep behind en
emy lines in Morthem Bunma conduct
ing clandestire operatiors, leading ra-
tive ard Allied troops in guerilla mids,
gathening intelligence ard rescuing
dowred Allied saators.
In early 1945, Hamada singleland-
edly saved his battalion at the willage

Fat S e e e N e B O L0 L LIRS )

Brig. Gen. John Magruder feff), deputy director of the Office of Stategic
Services, presents Dick Hamada the Soidier's Medd on Jan. 3, 1946, in
Washington, D.C., for Hamada's role in Operation Magpie.

cf e His Mansam . Made up primanilsy
cf Fachin troops, the battalion was in
its third day of fighting, and Hamada
was leading a platoon of Matioralist
Chirese troops protecting its left flanke
Under infense, corcentrated Japarese
attacly Hamada’s troops began falter-
ing. He went from foxhole 1o foxhole,
expoged o direct enemy fire, exhort-
ing and rallying his men and manming
a machire gum himself. The platoon
keld, and the enemy attack was 1e-
pulsed. Hamada’s commarding of-
ficer, an Amencan commerded his
leadership and credited Hamada with
saving the entire battalion from “total
defeat.”

Fdllowing the Buma campaign,
Hamada ard other Japanese Amer-
cans were assigred to O33 Detach-
mernt 202 in China

Upon the conclsion of the war
Hamada retumed to Hawmil and
worked at the Pearl Harbor Maval
Shipyard, retinng == a planrer and es-
fimator supersizor. He was also widels
knoemarourd the Islands = a baseball
and softhall wn pire.

He wes rominated for the Military
Intelligence Corps Hall of Fame by
Eet. Ma). Gen Arthur Ishimoto, an
MIS weteran of World War II who

went on o becom e adjutant general of
Hawaii.

“Thick Hamada wms a tre Amert
car hero whose exploits were largely
urmoticed during his lifetime. His ine
duction into the Bilitary Intelliserce
Corps Hall of Fame iz long overdue
and well-deserved,™ said  Ishimoto,
who served in the Philippires and in
the oocupation of Japan after the war.

“The Misel were recuited to use our
loowled ge of Japaress langumes ard
culture against the enemy ™ said Ishi-
moto. “But we were soldiers first as
Dick Hamada arnd many otkers dem-
orsirated. ™

Ishimoto has also initated a reviews
of Hamada® mole in the battle at Ke
Hiz Marsam for a possible upgrade
to the Bronze Star that Hamada was
awarded.

NOTE: Dick Hamada is one of the
veterams featured in fre mew MIS
exteibit at fre US. Army Museum of
Howair. A grand opering of the ex-
kit will be held on March 28, 2015,
at 9 am. ar part of the MIS Voterans
Netional Reyrdon. For more ingfor-
PuTo R abouy Bre reurndor, VIeE wWww.
mineteranshawaiiocom or email An-
reie Inouye et armioreon Ehawmiiardel.
ret or call (808 2205747,

‘An Amenican Dream’ Premieres at the Seattle Opera

with rew productiors from the Belongingiz) Project,
perfomming at hoth Bainbndge Islard and the MoCawr
Hill theaters.

In 2010, the Belongingiz) Project began in Puget Sourd
as a community storytelling with an onlire repositony of
videos 1o male a digitwl quilt Eachstory explores a certral
question as 3ue Elliot, director of edwuation at the Seatile
Operm, asls, “If you kad o leave home today, what's the
ore thing that you'd want 1o take with pon?™

This year, the compary will premiere an howlong opera
set in Puget Sowrd during World War 1T titled “An Ameri-
cat Dream, ™ a story irspired by teo womenr Mary Mat
suda Cmaenewald and Madarmme Weltmann Cmerevsald, a
Tapanese American author who was incarcerated as a young
girl ard Weltmarn, a Jewish-Cerman opera singer whose
family escaped Hitler’s Burope, encourter each other, un-
folding a telling story of friendship ard colliding histories.

Their struggles to maintain a sense of place in the Pacific
Meorthwest durins a period of historical turmod aim to i
spire discussion within the audience.

Cast for “An Amercan Dream ™ includes Mina Yoshida
Melzon as Hiroko Eobayashi. In addition to her debost this

S eattle Opera’s mainstage sesson ldels off this August

wear with the Seatfle Operm, Melson will prefomm with the
Southreest Florida 3 sm phorry as A1to SoloistinBeethoven’s
“Symplory Ho. 9.7

Cither cast members include Morgan Smithas Jim, D Ana
Lombard as Eva Adam Lau = Maloto Kobayashi and Hae
Ii Chang as Setsulro. Corductor Tudith an and composer
Tack Perla wdll make their 3eattle Opera debnt this year as
well.

Audic excerpts and a syropsis can be fowrd on Seatile
Chpera’s website,

Along with “An American Dream, ™ the comparsy’s sex
sonwill include a dramatie workfrom Habuweeo (Werdi) and
bary Stuart (Donizetts) . Both pieces have nener before been
seen in 3eatfle and are part of the Belonging(s) Project.

Ciler rewsto-Seattle productions are “The Mamiage of
Figaro, ™ “The Pearl Fisters " and “The Flying Duichman, ™
which will debut as mairrstage perfonmances.

Tle 3eatfle Cperm will also lawnch the Flight project, a
multivear series of programs and everts for fam iy andienc-
es and in-school perfonmarces, alongside the Belongingis)
Project

— Tiffiey Ufiiye

FORUM AND ART EXHIBIT
BEGINS DISGUSSION ON
THE ATOMIC BOMB’S 70TH
ANNIVERSARY

By Tiffary Uyiye,

Assistara Editor

F I M his wear marks the TOth arviversary of the atomic
bomb dropping on Hircehima ard MNagasald, spark-
ing discussion and remembrarce at the “Shadowr

for Peace, for the 3ake of the Children, the Hiroshima and

Magasald Experience™ event at the Japanese Amencan Na-

toral Museum inLos Angeles onbdarch 2 1.

“This foron will be the largest ard mest im portant of its
kind * said Doug Erber, presidernt of the JTapan Amerncan
Jociety of Southern Califomia.

The TAMM-losted program, which will be leld i the
Tateuchi Democracy Foron at 2 pam ., preceded by an art
exhibitionat 1 pm., is presented by the Crange Comst Cp-
timist Club, Japan Amenica Society of Southem Califomia,
Manla Hiroshima Kenjinkai, Lowve o Mippon, USC Insti-
tute of Cernetic MEdicien At Galleryr Manka Yamaguchi
Eenjinkai Lantem From the Bast — Los Angeles ard tle
Los Angeles Magoya Sister City Affiliation

My bope iz that this program will educate the com-
murity of what's going on, ™ said attist'producer progmam
committee member Rickard Fulkubara. It echoes what
bappered in Fukbushima and howr that evert also effected
children. We reed to really educate the coming genemtion
of atoenic histore™

After five wears of plarming, Fukuham hopes that the
forum ard exhibition will address the ongoing effects of
atomic weapons on the pecple of Japan and the world.

Program committee members include Eobert Horst-
ing, a docwnentary award wirmer ard co-producer of
“Citizen Tanoaye ™ and director of Go for Broke s “Harashi
Program, "as well as Hideo Salata, fourder and director of
the Lanternof the East At Gallers,.

Formn speaker Dr James Yamazald will sheare his
expenerce and lifelong effort 1o understand and dooument
the impact of nuelear explosiors on children. The 98- year-
cld surviver focused his efforts on the children conceived
but mot wet born at the fime of the explosion in 1949,
Or. Vamazald was assigned as Physiclan-in-Clarge of
the United States Atomic Bomb Casuaty Commission in
MNagasald.

The forum will also include Tomolo MMaekawm, an
executive member of the Magasali Global Citizens’
Asgem bly for the Eliminstion of Nuclear Weapons, presi-
dentof the Never Acain Magasald Cam pai on ard executive
member of the Intematioral Exclangs Division of Maga-
sakl Fourdation for the Promotion of Peace, and Dr. Darad
Erieger, wio has lectired throughout Asia, Eiurope ard the
1.5, on isswes of peace, secunity ntemational lawr and the
abolition of melear weapons. D Kreger 15 president and
formder of the Muclear Age Peace Fourdation chair of the
Interrational Metwork of Engineers and Scientists for
Hlobal Fesporsibility cheir of the executive committes
of the MMiddle Powers [mtiative ard fomder of the Global
Conrrd] of Abolition 2000,

Additiorally Dr. Aldko Mikamo will discuss her work
as presidernt of the San Diego Worldwade Initiative to Safe-
guard Him anity and president arnd medical psyehologist at
1. 5.- JTapan Psyelology Senvices in dan Diego.

Milamo iz also the author of “Rising From tle Ashes,™
which is based on her father Shivji Milmmo’s experience.

“He was on top of his howse roof with nothing to shield
bim at ondy 1,200 meters from the hypocenter in Hitoshima
ot Ang. 6, 1945 7 she said. “Shirgi never hated Amencars
a8 AgeTessOrs.”

While no further ensagements have beenmade, Fukoubara
bopes 1o carmry the forum and art exhibit io other vernes.

To RSVE, emeil richord@shadowsforpeace com  or
call (71) 998-57H).



10 March 6-19, 2015

CALENDAR

PACIFIC € CITIZEN

NATIONAL GUIDE TO NO

CALENDA

>>EDG

17th Annual Cherry Blossom
Freadom Walk

Washington, D.C.

March 28; 9 a.m.

National Japanese American
Memorial to Patriotism

New Jersey Avenue and
Louisiana Avenue

Cost: Free

Rain or shine, come
remember and honor the
Japanese American
experience during WWII and
E.O. 9066 for a day of
remembrance. The event’s
keynote speaker will be
Catherine Mitrano, and
check-ins begin at 9 a.m.
Please register ahead of time
for the Freedom Walk,
Info: Visit www.njamf.com.

‘American: Exclusion/Inclusion’
New York, NY

April 19

New York Historical Society
Museum and Library

107 Central Park West

Visit the exhibit to explore the
century-old history of trade
and immigration between
China and the United States.
This narrative begins from
the late-18th century to the
present, illustrating how the
Chinese American experience
is part of American history.
Info: Visit www.nyhistory.org or
call (212) 873-3400.

‘Ghildren of Hangzhou:
Connecting With China’
Boston, MA

April 26

Boston Children’s Museum
308 Congress St.

Cost: Free

Engage with community
members and learn about
China through its children.
The program is designed
to nourish understanding,
knowledge and appreciation
for contemporary China in
Boston’s Sister City,
Hangzhou.

Info: Visit www.hoston
childrenmuseum.org or

call (617) 426-6500.

>>MDC

Spring Shake!
Niles, IL
March 14; 8 p.m.-12:30 a.m.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

White Eagle Banquet and
Restaurant

6939 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Cost: Adult ticket $25
Welcome the new season
and dance the night away
with JACL Chicago’s 2015
board of directors. The JACL
Chicago’s inaugural event will
feature Kenny Takaoka and
“Husky Love” with DJ Ben
Stover's “Electric Blue
Entertainment.”

Info: Visit www.jaclchicago.org
or call (773) 728-7171.

‘Minnesota’s Secret WWII
Weapon: Japanese Americans in
the Military Intelligence
Service’ Photo Exhibition
Opening Ceremony

St. Paul, MN

May 17; 1 p.m.

Historic Ft. Snelling Visitor’s
Center

200 Tower Ave.

Ths event is in partnership
with the Minnesota Historical
Society. The keynote speaker
will be Brig. Gen. Paul M.
Nakasone. The photo exhibi-
tion will run from April 34-July
5 and Aug. 25-Oct. 21.

Info: Visit www.historicfort
snelling.org or call (612) 726-
1171.

>>PNW

23rd Annual Spring Bazaar
Portland, OR

March 15; 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Nichiren Buddhist Temple

2025 S.E. Yamhill

Celebrate spring at the 23rd
Annual Spring Bazaar with
the Nichiren Buddhist Temple.
All proceeds will benefit the
temple. Bento meal selections
include tonkatsu, chicken
donburi, chow mein and tofu
donburi. Preorder forms must
be submitted by March 10.
Prices may vary.

Info: Visit www.nichiren-shu.org
or call (323) 262-7886.

Lecture: The Camp Without a
Fence

Moses Lake, WA

April 2; 7 p.m.

Moses Lake Museum & Art
Center

401 S. Balsam St.

“Uprooted” curator Morgen
Young will present a history of
the Japanese American farm
labor camp near Nyssa. Learn

about the camp, the Oregon
Plan for the forced removal
and incarceration of Japanese
Americans during the war and
the national need for
agricultural laborers.

Info: Visit www.uprootedexhibit.
com.

Nature and Pattern in Japanese
Design Exhibit

Seattle, WA

April 19

Seattle Art Museum

1400 E. Prospect St.

Cost: Adult ticket $9

This installation includes

two rotations of Matsugatani
dishes, a type of flat dish with
petal-shaped edges from
early 18th-century Japanese
porcelain. The naturalistic
sensibility deeply rooted in
Japanese design is on display
on both dishes at the exhibit.
Info: Visit www.seattleart
museum.org.

68th Annual Japanese American
Community Graduation Banquet
Portiand, OR

May 3

Maltunomah Athletic Club

1849 S.W. Salmon St.

Cost: Adult $35; free for
graduating high school students
This year's annual banquet is
sponsored by 11 Nikkei
organizations from the
Portland area. Scholarships
will also be awarded at the
luncheon. The event’s
keynote speaker will be
Elizabeth Asahi-Sato.

Info: RSVP at larouche@msn.
com or call (503) 698-4656.

>>NGCWNP

Golden State Warriors With
Berkeley JACL

Oakiand, CA

March 19; 7 p.m.

Oracle Arena

7000 Coliseum Way

Cost: Tickets $45

Only a few tickets left for
the Berkeley JACL Night at
the Warriors. The game is
scheduled against the Atlanta
Hawks, with seats above
center court. Game time

is 7 p.m. Please join the
Berkeley JACL for a night at
Oracle Arena.

Info: Contact Mark Fujikawa at
(510) 232-0724 or fujikawa@
sheglobal.net for tickets and

more information.

Hidden Legacy + ‘Take the JA
Train’

San Jose, CA

March 21; 5 p.m.

Wesley United Methodist Church
566 N. Fifth St.

The museum’s public
programs Gontemporary
Asian Theater Scene and the
Wesley Jazz Ensemble join
forces this year for an evening
of traditional Japanese
performance art. The event
will also feature a screening
of “Hidden Legacy: Japanese
Traditional Performing Arts in
the World War Il Internment
Camps.”

Info: Visit www.jamsj.org or call
(408) 294-313.

Happyo Kai

El Gorrito, CA

March 21; 2-4 p.m.

Fairmont School Auditorium
6500 Stockton Ave.

Cost: Free

Sakura Kai presents this
year's Happyo Kai, a biennial
student recital. Programming
includes taiko, karaoke, hula,
ukulele, line dance, flute duet
and shigin solo performance
with an Obon Dance. At
intermission, sales of sushi
and wagashi will be

available for purchase.

Info: Visit www.sakurakaiec.org
or call (510) 778-3406.

>>PSW

‘Shadows for Peace: For the
Sake of the Children’

Orange County, CA

March 18-19

Noon

Chapman University

1 University Dr.

Cost: Free

In remembrance of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, the Orange Coast
Optimist Club will present

the program’s exhibit and
forum. This event series will
also travel to JANM on March
21. Forum speakers include
Tomoko Maekawa, Dr. David
Krieger, Dr. Akiko Mikamo and
a video interview of Dr. James
Yamazaki.

Info: Gontact Richard Fukuhara
at richard@shadowsforpeace.
com.

Hello Kitty’s Head Designer

Los Angeles, CA

April 4; 2 p.m.

Japanese American National
Museum

100 N. Gentral Ave.

Cost: General admission $20
Sanrio Tokyo’s Yuko
Yamaguchi has been Hello
Kitty’s head designer since
1980 and will visit JANM to
discuss her work. Yamaguchi
will sign copies of the
exhibition catalog following
the program.

Info: Visit www.janm.org or
call (213) 625-0414.

L.A. Ukulele Expo 2015

Los Angeles, CA

April 18; 11:30 a.m.

JACGC

244 S. San Pedro St.

Grab your ukulele and join
JACCC at this year’s expo.
This year's world-record
attempt will use the song
“Pua | Ka Ua.” Featured will
be Grammy winners Tia
Carrere and Daniel Ho.

All ages are welcome.

Info: Visit www.jacce.org or
call (213) 628-2725.

Fiesta Matsuri

Los Angeles, CA

May 3; 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

JACCC

244 S. San Pedro St.

Fiesta Matsuri combines

the Children’s Day celebration
of two communities —

the Japanese Kodomo

no Hi and Dia de los Ninos
from Mexico. Celebrate the
growth, happiness and
success of the children

for a day of workshops and
activities designed for kids
of all ages. Fiesta Matsuri
engages families with
culture and community

in a collaboration to promote
understanding among a
diverse group of people.
Info: Visit www.jacce.org or
call (213) 628-2725. |

ADVERTISE HERE
Events in the calendar
section are listed based on
space availability. Place a
‘Spotlight’ ad with

photos of your event for
maximum exposure.
FOR MORE INFO:
tiffany@pacificcitizen.org
(213) 620-1767
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Akiyama, Harry Stuart, 88,
Los Angeles, CA; Feb. 24 heis
survived by his children, Cairy
Sueko (Ricardo) Gonzalez and
Fick Akiyarma, nephew, Stewen
Akiyama; niece, Diane Akiyama,
heis also survived by many
other rdatives; oo 3; goc: 1.

Higashida, Pauline Hualani,
76, Hilo, HI; Jan. 17; she is
survived by her brothers,
Thomas Hogashida and

Dennis (Sharon) Higashida,
step-rmother, Sumiko Higashica,
steprsister, June Mercado, she
iz also survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives.

lzZumo, Kimiye, 93, Los Angeles,
A Fel 15; she was
predeceased by her husiand,
Hideo; she is survived by her
children, Rokert, Henry (Cathy)
and Judy [zumo; brother, Hengry
ikayy Ishik ama; sister-in-lam,
Mari Ishikawa, she is also
survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives;

oo 4, g 3.

Kagawa, Robert Toshiyuki, 94,
Gardena, CA Feb 13;

heis survived by his sons,
Rodney (Coco) Kagawa and
Fobkert (Corinne) kagawa, he is
also survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives;

oo 6.

Kodani, Patricia Hatsumi, 72,
Hilo, HI: Jan. 31; she is survived
by her sons, Ty Kodani and harc
iSheryly Kodani; brother, Ronald
(AN Maesaka she is also
survived by many nieces,
hephews and other relatives;

gc: 2.

Kohagura, Yoshiko, 95, Wlilani,
HI; Jan. &§; she is survived by her
daughters, Jane H. Makayama,
Ellen A Umeda, Charlotte 5.
katayama, Mya 5. Holt and Gail
F. Kohacura; brother, Rokert T.
Arakaki; sisters, Edna H.
“arnashiro and Betty C. Enay,
oo 11, goc: 26,

Koseki, Ted Toshiro, 94, Los
Angeles, CA; Feb. 1, he was
predeceased by his son, Or.
Calvin koseki; he is suri ved
by his daughter-in-law, Fances

GEong; sikings, William {lrene)
kozeki and Marjorie Moore;
sister-in-law, Mabel (Georoe)
Ale; heis also survived by many
hieces, hephews and other
relatives; go: 2.

hMatsumura, ksamu, 95, Los
Angeles, CA; Feb. 11, heis
survived by his children, Henry
hatsumura and Joyee (Bill)
Brewer; brother, Kazuharu
(Takeno) Tsubaki; sisters-in-lam,
Toshik o Matsurmura and Dorothy
oshinata, heis also surdwed by
many nieces, nephews and other
relatives.

Minoru, Tatsuno, 89, Hilo, HI,
Feb 9 heis surwived by his
sons, Hugh (Synthia) Tatsuno
and Guy Tatsuno;, daughter,
Susan Tatsuno; brother, Yutaka
"Joe" Tatsuno; sister-in-lam,
Yoshie Tatsuno; heis also
survived by many other nieces,
hephews and other relatives;
gc: 4.

Makagiri, Masaru Robert, 97,
Los Angeles, CA; Feb. 14, heis
survived by his children, Susan
and Kirk Makagirt; sibings, Shi-
cemi (Donna) Mak agri, Moako
Jane Shintani and June Sueko
odimny Akick a; brothers-in-law,
Mitsuo, Jiro, Bank (Hdek o)
and Hiroshi (Sumako), Tadashi
Roy and lsamu Rick Tsushima;
sisters-in-law, Tomiye Mary
Makagiri and May (Keigo) Obata;
heis also survived by many
hieces, hephews and other
relatives.

MNakagiri, Hancy Fumiko, 65,
Los Angeles, CA; Feb. 25; she
iz survived by her huskand, Dan
Makadini; children, Cindy (Erik)
Matsubayashi and Cheryl
Makagiri; mother, Me Ino;
brothers, Stacy (Joyoe) and
Gary (Louise) ho; sisters-in-law,
Elaine (Sean) MoCarthy

and Karen (Wayne) Eguchi;
brother-in-law, Tarmmy Makagii;
gc: 2.

Makatsumi, Harry Hisahiro, 86,
Carsan, CA; Feh 7 heis
survived by his children,
kenneth (Syuia), David (Debra),
Craig Mak atsumi and Linda
(Dale) Kishi; go: 3.

FRANCES F. SUGAI

Fances 5. Sugai, age 85, died Feb. 11, 2015, Belowved wife of the
late Fay Lowngrmother of Patti (Albert) Hara, Mark (Josephine) Sucai
and Arlene (Tormy Hayn. Devoted grandmother of Mecgan, Bryan, Sarah,
Patrick, Matthew and Eizaleth. Dear sister of Masa ano and the late
hary, Thomas, Lily, Joe, Kiyoshi, Paul and Sam.

Misitaion was on Saturday, Feb 21, at Chiist Church of Chicago,
E047 1. Rockwel, Chicago, ILE0EED. In lieu of flowers, memonials can
e sent to Christ Church of Chicago or Bethany Fetirement Cornmu -
nity, 4930 M. Ashland, Chicago, [LE0640.

MNakatsuru, Sakaye, 91, Los
Angeles, CA; Rl 6, sheis
survived by her sister, Msako
Fukushima,; she is survived by
many nieces, nepghews and
other relatives.

HMishimoto, Morman Nobuso,
96, Los Angeles, CA; Feb. 3,

he was predeceased by his wife,
Helen Mishimoto; he is surd ved
by his nieces and nephems,
Michiko Okada, Sumiko (Tad)
kamigaki, Shigeo Okada,
Tsutomu (Elaine) Ckada and
Reiko Ckada.

HMitta, Hakuzo, 92, Aancou vl
Witd: Jdan. 31; he nas a 442nd
and MIS veteran; he was
predeceased by his wife, Eiko
Ellen Uchirmura Mitta; heis
survived by his children,
kKenneth (Heather Beecher)
hasahiro, Cynthia Baow defiey
Foe) Mitta and Sono Ckuchi;
nephew, Jefrey; niece,
katharine; gc: 3.

Ovama, Roy M., 91, Caldwell,
[D; Jan. 1; heis survved by his
sister, Chizury Katherine Hirai;
sons, Terry (Kathleen), Alan
and Greg (Laraina).

Sakuma, Wallace Yukito, 79,
Honolulu, HI; Jan. 12; she is
survived by her sons, Wallace
Yoand Kip M. daughters,
Fatricia Chinsato, Colleen K.
Lee, Deborah M. Fukuda and
Sheila 5. Higa; go: 9.

Takemoto, George 5., 91,
rhurrieta, CA; Feh 21, heis
predeceased by his son, Gehn
Takarnoto; he is surived by
his wife, FHorence; son, Dayid
Takemoto; daughters, Carol
Takamoto, keik o (David) Lsui,
MED Ted) Masumoto and Karen
Takernoto, steprson, Leslie Doi;
step-daughter, Sandra (Rod)
Lau; sister, Yeiko lmamura;

go: ¥ ogo A,

Tomita, Toshiyuki Glenn, 89,
Los Angeles, CA; Rl 18;

heis survived by his children,
Derek (Joany, Kurt (Gawed,

hark {Joanne)and Gant (Stacy)
Tomita; brother, Yoshinori (Jung)
Tomita; brother-in-law, Yoshirmi

PLACE A TRIBUTE

‘h Memoriam?’is afree
listing that appearson a
lirmited, space-avalable besis.
Tributes honor your [oved
ones with text and photos and
appear in atmely manner at
the rate of $20Mkalumn ineh,
Contact:
tiffan y& pacificcitizen.or g
of call 213) 8201767

CYukid Shiraki; sisters-in-law,
Tani and Mako Tomita, heis
also survived by many nieces,
nepnews and other relatives;
gc: 8.

iJadine), Fonald (GaWe) and
David (MWelinda); daughter,
Suzan (John) Harada; go: 9,
oge: 2.

Yamashita, Tommy, 91,

an Army veteran of the 441st

and Kiyoshi; sisters, Ritsuko

heis survived by his brother,
Takashi (Mally); sons, Thotmas

Yoshioka, Chiyoka, 100,
Flacentia, CA; Feb. 23;

she was predeceased by her
huskand, Frank Kazue Yoshioka;
claughter, Judy Kiyohara,

son, Fobert Yoshick a; daughter-
in-law, Sue Yoshioka, she

iz survived by her children,

Jean Minako (vdkio Tanaka,

Bill Yoshioka and Rances
(Dougy Muttall; go: 7,

goc: 12, |

Glendora, CA Feb. 13; he was

Counter Intelligence Corp; he
was predeceased by his wife,
Leiko; parents, Seikichi and
Samo; brothers, Sakan, Shigeru

Higo and Sumiko Yarnashita,

DOUGLAS SHIGEO IWAMOTO

A native of Salinas, Calif., Doug
ves surrounded by his farnily when
he went home to the Lord on Feb.
23, 2015, Athough he practiced
Buddhizm all of his life, he accept-
ed Jesus Chiist as His Savior on
Feb 9, 2015, and was bapized on
Feb 15, 2015, Doug's optimistic
and calm rmanner rermained with
him untl the end. Ewer the care
gjver, he hdped comfot his fam-
ily and friends during his fight with
Cancer.

He |eft for college but returned to
Salinas in 1971 when his father be-
came ill. Fom that point, he contin-
Led farming green onions under the SEICOakel, adding ermnplownent
with Dshita, Inc., and Matsui Mursery. He mowved on to start heamoto
Farms and grew for various companies throughout the Salinas Walley,
including Tanimura & Anfle. Parnering with hark Mitani, they pinedin
Surmmit Seeds, Commission Street and other various agriculture wen-
tures in Sdlinas. Together, ey formed MM Farms, Ihc., with an op
porunityio gow and pocess ready-to-eat vegetaes. Doug had many
passions. As an active member of the Buddhist Termmge of Salinas, he
grew into leadership roles with the Budchist Churches of America,
where he served as president for two terms.

Doug was eceded by his father, Saburo Edde Iwamoto, and sister,
Setsuko lwamoto. Heis surived by his mother, Mary lwamoto of Sa-
linas, CA; wife, Joann; and dauchter, Stad (Manuel) Taga of Garden
Gove, TA; grandchildren Emily and Mateo Tapia, son, Scott (Carissa)
of Encinitas, CA; son, Jason Fukushima of Pasadena, CA; and our
el oved four-paw cormpanion, Jack. Doug s also surived by his sis-
ters, Cary (Fovh Suzuki of Las Megas, N, Barlbara (Kend Tanisawa
of Burlinggarne, CA, and sister-in-law, Janet (John) Lew of Tucson, AZ,
and numerous nephews, nieces, aunts, uncles, cousins, and countiess
friends.

A Celetration of Life was held on Wechesday, March 4, 2015, at 11
atn., at Calvary Monterey, 3001 Monterey-Salinas Highway, Monterey,
CA with a receplion that folowed. A private burial will e at amato
Cemeteryin Salinas, Califormia.

Arangements by Shuve and Laporte Funeral Home. Coline condo-
lences can be made at www siruvsandapods.com.,
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STEP UP »>>
continued from page 2

could be fargeted around chapter events
(Scholarships, Obon  Festivals,  eto)
with ads submited from local chapter
SUppOIters.

Chapters can highlisht activities by
placing their owm ads for similar events.
Contact £C. Business Mareager Susan
Yokowama for addibonal information.
Alzo, stofies can be published in the main
body of the P C. at o charge. Events with
a photo are highly valwed — be sure to in-
clude a photo of the previous year's event,
and you may get it published. Go get those
new ads for every issue — the PO ard
your chapter will both bene it

Arotter way o help 1= a direct dons
tion from you persorally o the £.C. These
fimds are wsed for eversthing the PO
needs — from paper to postage. Achieve
the * Wall of Fame™ status in support of
the PC. with a doration of $200 or more.

Hease encoumge your clapter 1o male
a donation to the PC.F Spring Campaign,
Cnar Berleley Clapter recently made a
$500 donation. I challenge every chapter
to match or exceed that amoimt in support
of the F.C.

Sincerdy,
James Duff

NOCWNP PC. Editorinl Board Rep
Berkeley Chapter

LETTERSCOMMENTARY

PACIFI ITLZEN

LETTER >> continued from page 2

To suggest that black Amencars do not
have legitimate reasons to protest racial
dis parities in policing and the cominal jus-
tie system isn't just distasteful ignomance:
it's historical amresia, When we speak of
the ongoing oppression of black menand
wom e in this courdry, we are not appeal-
ing to abstract theories of philosophsyr and
corjecture, bt to established historsy and
soierce. Az the Amercan Feywhological
&zzn. has long maintained, racal prejudic-
es are deeply rooted in the pesyehes of white
Ameticars, a phenom eron that contires
to bave corcrete, deadly results when it
comes to interactions between lawr enforce-
ment officers and woung persons of color.

Because these well-documented and
senere inequalities persist in policing and
the justice system, the recent slayings of
Milke Browm, Enc Gamer, Tamir Eice and
domens more catmot be so neat] v divorced
from the murders of Emmett Till, Jimm
Lee Jackson ard all those who perished
urder the heawy yole of the mching tree.
Ore reed only spealk with a sundvor of
the policies carned out urder Tim and Jare
Crovss termonism to realize that thronghonut
recent history, the American govertm ert
has frequenfly operated not as a democracsy
bt as & regime of oppression — the direct
effects of which contine to be felt today.

The letter cloges with a pastiche of
racially charged buzzwords: blacl: “Tace

baiters "are condemned by name, an

antl- white conspimacy between the Exeor
tive Branch, ciwl oghts leaders and local
goverrmert is hinted at. Mo Unnihe offers
a thin addendum at the end of his polemic:
“Il3 oplrucns are in com plete ali st et
with the mission, ponciples ard goals of
the Japarese Amerecan Citizers League. ™
Firally, the arficle concludes, “Tustice has
been served. Tustice 1z not vengeance, and
Vengeance is notjustice.

Cheap antologies aside, the MY 8T re-
mains comvineed that tnae justice has been
perverted it com minaties like Ferguson,
and wherever else predom inanfly wihite
police forces unfairly police and enact
viclence upon margivalized com -
ties. Because a govermm ent comprised of
demoemtically elected representatives 1s
ultimatelv accountable o us, its citizens,
expressing our fretration through protest
1z 1ot somehoar anathema to what it meare
to be a Good American, nor is 1t forelgn to
the Japarese Amencan expenence. Rather,
we believe that collectivel y engaging 1n
goclal action s the true matk of a socially
CoTEcious citizen.

DOre of the teasors wihe we, the youthy,
are $o passionate about working with the
TACT iz the organization’s commitnernt to
civie engagement and activism — particu-
larly onissues that do not appear to directly
affect the Mildeel commumnity. Mot ooy

have we protested and fought for juetice,
fostered the redress movement and battled
ircareration, bt as our executive direc-
tor, Frizcilla Chachida, mentioned in ber
Iegporee, we have long engaged onissues
like marfage equality; we welcome the
immigrant ard deferd her rights; we have
spoken up in defense of our Amb American
ard Muslim Amencan neighbors when it
wes urpopular, and we contime o foster
programs that ercourmge dialogue betreen
OUT Iespective commimities.

We join with others’ sttugeles because we
urderstand that owr community’s freedom
iz cheap wathot a com prelensive freedom
for our reighbors. &z Dir. King taught us,
“Tnjustice anywrhere 1s a threat to justice
enerywhers. We are caught in an ines cap-
able neteork of mutislity, ted ina single
garment of destiny:. Whatever affects ore
directly, affects all indirectly ™

We believe this to be true. Char eyes,
trerefore, o to the plight of thoee sufferng
inFergwon and beyord, o thoee in rural
ard urban commimities across this couritry
who ate groaming under the weight of white
wiolence and the constant threat of deporta-
tiorn. In appreciating the interteared nature
of all stmaggles for hianan digrity and so-
cial justice, we wholly reject ary attempts
to caselly maligh or intentionally distort
the lived realities of owr neighbors,

Sincerely,

The NYISC

REMEMBRANCE >»> continued from page 3

There was depression &Al-
coholism. & lack: of privacy
in the camps. Bowfriends.
Escaping and lying about be-
ing Mavmjo to try and enlist
in the Army. The huge T4
conm ity in Derner in the
immediate poetsar years,
which filled the local school
yearhools for two decades,

The corversation was
framed by a wamm-up
exercise where everyone in
the andiernce was mhed to
discuss with each cther what
they would tale if they were

Linda Takshashi Rodriguez, Tos Sakamoto and
Frank Sakamoto (standing) shae stores of their
internment expetience at the Denver Day of
Rermnembrance event.

PHOTO Gl B2,

told thew bad teo weels
to pack: only what they could carmy, to be
taken to a concentration camp. That’s what
families had to discuss 73 years ago, after
all. &nd, attendees were able o watch in-
credibly evocative home morvies from Am-
ache that were just recertly dorated by a
family that kad beern im prisoned there. The
images flickered on the gant screers while
1940z hits and Japanese songs that many
interrees wowld have remem bered played
over the soumd system. Sushd ard Japanese
stiacks wers dorated for the occasion, and
matry people stayed after the panel toseek
ot pecple who bad been intemed to hear
more of their stores.

This iz an important day to remember. [t
helps w not forget the injustice of impris-
onmert that shattered so maryy Japanese
American lives. And it helps 1w be vigilant
so that such an injustice won't ever happen

again. Hopefully.

NOTE: The Smihsoninn Insfifufion,
whick hosted a DOR event on Feb. 19
tn Washington, ILC., also displayed an
exfibit of artifacis from the World War
I infernment comps. They're looking for
more artifack from life in fhe camps dur-
trng World War If. For more information,
contact them af
Rt llnmericanfistory.stedul.

Gl Axakawa & o member of the Poctfic
Cifizen Ediforial Board and the author
of “Being Japonese Amevican.” He blogs
about fapanee and Asinn Americon
issues of www.aaikkaviewoem, and he's
on Facebook, Twiter and lofx of ofher
socid medio. He also is AARP s AA P
Commurity Markefing Comrmunicaion
Consultant.
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