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Dear Editor,

Inthe Jan. 22-Feb 4, 2016, edition of the Pacifie Gitzen, he PG published arebuttd witten by Seresescandato my review of the
DD "Hight of Passage," pullished in the Moy 13-Dec 10, 2015, edition.

In his rebuttd, Soreescanda fals to address my man point as to why President Feagan changad his mind to sign the
redress legislation rather than to weto it Preddent Beagan explans his support of the leqidation in his signing statement,
He credits his support as atribute to the heroic combat record of the 442nd Redimentd Combat Team. His statement isclear, There
IS NG mystery,

=creescanda mentions that President Reagan watched the movie "Bad Day at Black Rodk" on Feb. 9, 1988, just days
before Grant Ujifusa and Gov Tom Kean were informed that President Beagan would sign the redress legisiation if it were passed
by Congress,

Watching the mose, in fact, reinforces my point that there is no mystery, The move has strong pardlels to he 59t Kaz Masuda
story in which then-Capt. Reagan helped to award the Masuda family the medd that was opposed by the anti-Japanese leaders of
Fountain Malley, Caif. It was his reconneaction to the Masuda story that revived the deeply patrictic emaotion that mowed President
Feagan to change his oppositon to the redress legislation — he was righting awreng in honor of the 442nd wets as he statedin his
dgning statement.

In the move, John Macreedy (played by Spencer Tracy) is a World War 1l veteran, who has a paralyzed arm and who trawels
fo & isolated southwester desert train stop after World War 1l o find the father of Joe Komoko, who wae a 442nd RCT sol-
dier, killed in action in tdy saving Mazsreedy's life. Macreedy wants to present Komoko's father with the militery medal that the
Armny awver ded to Komoko for saving Macreedy's life.

The movie is about Macresedy solving a hate cime in which te father was killed by a wedthy rancher shortly sfter the
aitack on Pearl Habor because of anti-Japanese hated and because the father had become an economic competitor,
The movie is not about the internment or the injustices essociated with Executive Crder 9066, 1t i about honoring a
A42nd soldier killed in action.

ooreescanda dso acknowlaedges hat ewerything that was in my review was known to the DVD editors, Based on Sore-
escandas admission, it would sppear that the editors selectvely included the facts that would buttress their claim that
wh et changed President Beagan's mind is amystery and omitted the key facts that cleary showed the president's intent.

"Hght of Pessage” is a flaved attermnpt to rewite our history by faling to give the appropriate credit to the combat record
of the World War || Msel soldiers for motivating President Reagan to change his opposition to the redress legislation.

Smilaly, Soeescanda states that Mike Masacka denied the dlegation of “branding and stamping.” Knowng about te
denid, Screescanda must hawe read Masaokas denial Yet, neiter his rebuttal nor the DVD included or analyzed
Mesaoka's explanaton as to who made the proposal. Thisis another clumsy attern pt to rewite our history by advandng a bissed
wew of the JACL leader,

Sincerely,

Gorald Yamads

The P.C.'s mission is to “educate on the past Japanese American experience
and preserve, promote and help the current and future &APl communities.”
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By Ron Mont

of 15 stress outover the complexty of the papersork and

procrastinate from dealing withansyofitas late as possible
wtil the filing deadline. Some of us suffer alone amidst piles
of receipts ard forms; others visit acoountants, buteither way,
we feel parmanoid that we’re ot hardling our taxes comect] .

It doesn’ talways have to be so painfil.

Thid sou kmow that AARDP Foumdation offers free tax
preparation help to anyone, especially those who are 50 and
older? I certainly didn’t, untl [ started learning more ahout
AARP Fowdation’s Tax-Aide program. Since 1962, this
wolurteer- based program has helped nearly 50 million lovss- to
moderate- ircome Bxpayers.

It tums out that for years, my mom has been gething her
taxes done by a Tax- Aide volunteer. [ had no idea, wntil my
mother asked me to go withher five yearsago. Inhercase, she
bad made an appoirtment by phone, and the volunteer was a
retired accourtant that had worked withher for several vears
atalocal Tax- Alde site inGlenries, T11

I was so0 impressed that she had all of her paperswork
together, ard the fling process was so easy. Wy mother is

I t's tax season again, that dreaded time of year when many |

REIMAGINE EVERY THING
ABOUT AARP FOUNDATION TAX-AIDE

Since 1268, the volunteer-based program has helped nearly 50 million low- to
moder ate-income taxpayers.

savyy in 5o many ways, butshe’s not at all comfortable with
a personal compater o obtain infommation or schedule ansy
appointments . 3o, [ asked her o she Inews what to bring.

Her response was simple, old schocl, and just so caswal:
T jwet call and schedule an appointment and brng my
documentation,” was ker eply. I'm thinkdng, wowr, this
makes total sense, and there was a time before personal
computers when communication was more personal. We
called to schedule appointments — whata concept!

When AARP Fowdation Teax-A2ide was started way
back in 1962, just four woluteers at one site prepared 100
tax retums. These days, more than 2.6 million taxpayers
are helped at 5,000 sites actoss the cowmtry, by more than
35,000 volurteers |

It’s importart to note that Tax- A&ide whateers ae [R5
certified and have to pass anextensive testand attend ongoing
tax-telated education. Many of the wolunteers that I'we met
bave 15 plus years as a volunteer preparing taxes. Big budos
to the thousards of Tax-Aide wlhmteers actoss this country
that prowvide this waluable free service. AARP Fowndation
Tax-Alde has more than 5000 locations in neighborbood

{ lihmaries, malls, hanks, community centers and ssrior centers.

There’s no fee and no sales pitch for other services, and
AARPmembershipis ot required.

2ARDP Foundation’s Tax- Aide program is also available
in languages other than English, and its alvays looking for
hilingiel wolunteers who can work with Asianclients in, sac,
Cartoress or MMandanin If wou are interested in volurdeening
in English or any langiage, or kmowr aryore who might be
qualified, getintouchl

To fid an AARP Foundation Tax-Aide site in sour
commaity during tax sesson, call the toll-fres mumber
at BER-AARPMNOW (BEE-22T7-7680) or wsit AARPorg!
Jindiaxhelp 1o fnd a location and checldist of items to bring
when youvisitan AARPFowrdation Taz- Alde site, If souare
interested in beirg a Tax- Aide volunteer, click to this page:
aorporgimonevitavesiinfo 2006 volunter_anrp_tax_aide.
html

Eemember, there’s no need to stress out armore |

Ron Mort a board member for the Washington, D.C.,
JACL chapter, and manager of communty, stofes and
ratonal affairs — mulficulfurel leadershup for AARP,

By Matthew Ormseth

5 [ sit and write this column, franfic lowers rush
A by with flowers in hand, scrambling in front of

one another on the sidevwalk, leapfrogging the
slowrfooted on the escalators ard staircases of the
Urdergrowed, hurtfling  w, down and actoss  every
conceivable thoroughfare of London so as not to disappoint
that special someore on the loveliest day of the wear. ou
see, this was written on Valentine™s Day, and love was most
de finitely in the air.

But the kind of love [ want to talle about foday 1sn't
a romantic krd of love — or at least it shouldn’t be.
The kard of lowve that inferests me mostis the love we reserve
for oumselves. Somie call itself-love; others, the more socially
repulsive title of narcissism. Whatever you choose to call it
the love wee feel toward and about ourselves is an urdeniable
part of who we are.

Fracticing what iz waguely coired as “self-lowe™ is
genemlly considered to be the “good™ way to love oneself,
as opposed to its less admimble coumterpart — namcissism.
Bt whatdoes “self-love™ really mean? The temm has gained
popularity in recent years to counter self-hating disorders
like ancrezia and bulimia. Eather then hating oneself for the
aspects of our bodies arbitranly determined to be faaed by
cotrvention of norm, we should lowve ourselves, and celebmte
bovar flasdess we are because flaws, wilike us, do not oy
ard independently exist

Marcissism, on the other hand, is the adoration, bordering
onn and occasionally passing into obsession, that we
feel for oumselves. Marcissism s patently ugly nobodsy
wall ewver admit to being a narcissist,

even though

most of us are. It's easy though, in the 2 1st certury, to fall
for rarcissism s charms,

Cr world rars on an unhealthy amount of self-adoration
ard gelf-contem plation; why else would people by shoes,
clothes and cars they don’t need, make ungodly amounts
of money they wall never sperd and associate themselves
via marriage with attmctive pecple if they did not
love themselves more than amgthing o amsyone else?
The matedalism of today’s world encourmges a lewvel of
self-obgession so toxic and so blinding that everything
we acquire — clothing, wehicles, houses, spouses — are
mere accessories to owr most preciows possession —
ourselves.

While blatant imabsshed narcissismm — the stmin of
self-lowve exhibited by media darlings like Donald Tranp
ard Kanye West who hawve been quoted, respectively, with
saying, “Fart of the beauty of me is that I'm wery el ™ ard,
“Mdy greatest pain in life 1 that I will never be able o see
myself perfomm live™ — is cerminly much differert, ard,
most would argue, much worse than the aforementioned
practicing of “self-lowe™ that places an intrinsic value on
every human being and body, regardless of your position on
the fat-skinmy or shy-sociable spectiam, the two are not so
different as you might think

Both place a premium on intemal choices ard walue
adgments, and encourage the dismissal of extemal opinions.
For the rarcissist, it’s becawe 1o ore else can com prebend
my bnlliarce; for the practicer of self-love, 1t's because no
ot else can wnderstand, much less categorize, who [ am
more capably thanl can myself.

A YONSEI TRANSPLANTED
LOVE YOURSELF (BUT NOT TOO MUCH)

Irdeed, [ wodd argue that much of the rhetore belind
self-love (“Dion’t let others label sou ™ “Cinly vou can decide
what is best for vou™) is rarcissism by another name,

That thetoric would all be well ard good if we wers
capable of being impartial, cool-leaded appraisers of our
o character, but we'te not

We forgive owrselves easily. We slather on the praise and
slkamp on the citicism . Sometimes we require an extemal
cpirion — a friend, a family member, an employer o1
coworker, atrore — 1o tell w what we cannot bear o tell
curselves. These interjections, so long as they'te not out
of spite, are healtly. We are simply not equipped to be our
o jud ges.

Tlere’s something called amowr de soi. proposed by
18tk certury French philosopher Jean-Taoques Foussean,
that can help us differentiate between healthn and unhealthsr
self-love. Amowr de sot 15 a Fench temn for “lowe of
cteself,” and I thind: the cnacial hitof the phrase is the choice
of preposition — not “for,™ but “of .7

We tend to think of love as something we direct at someone
else, something we give to our crash or pattner like we saould
abouguet We feel love for or toward someone, but love of
SOMECTE 15, 1 my opinion, something differernt.

Tou might argue that this is just a thetorical gimmick,
that swapping one little preposition for another doesn't
really change armdhing, bt I believe that in this context, in
the context of self-love, lowve for oneself and lowe of oreself
are different things entirels.

>> Sea LOVE on page 12
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PAST NATIONAL JACL
PRESIDENT DONATES

ITEMS TO SMITHSONIAN
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Past JACL Mational President Aoyd Shimomura with the
Smithsonian’s Norik o Sanefuii

Shimomurm dorated historical doou-

merts ard other personal items to the
Smithecrian Mational Migeum in Washing-
tom, DC, on Jan. 25, On hand to accept the
donation wms the Smithsorndan’s Monlo
Sanefui,

Among the donated items were framed
Eedress bills that were introdueed into Con-
cress in 1982-24 sigrned by Senators Dariel
Inopse ard Spark: Matsimags and Congress-
men Norman Mineta and Eobert T Matsui.

Documents and other items from the Re-
dress Campaist, which refers to the efforts
made to chtain restitution of civil nghte, an

Pas't MNational TACL President Floswd

apology  andlor  monstaty  compertsation
from the U5 govemment diuring the
decades followang the mass removal and
corfiremerit of Japarese Amencars diuring
World War II wall be presenved for fubre
scholars.

In February 2017 JTACL wall be co-sporr
soning an exhibit at the Smitheonian Natiornr
al Mgewn of American History commemor
rafing the 75th anniwersary of the sigring of
Executive Order 2086, which resulted inthe
incarceration of more than 110,000 Japanese
atd Japanese Amenicans duning WWIL

— JACE National S aff

JACL WELCOMES MOFA
INTERN EMI NISHIMURA

JACL Intern Emi Nishimura

mi Mishimum recently began a six-
weel intemnship in the JACL Wash-
ingtor, DT, office.

Selected by Japar's Mimsty of Forelgn
Affairs for the iterrship program,
Mishinaa wiall be worling with JACL
through mid-kamch.

Mishimura, who is from Tovama Prefec-
tire on the island of Honsla, is a sophomorne

student at Sophia Uriversity in Japan, where
ghe 1z parsuing a degree in intemational
relations with a miror in regional studies.

She 1s irterested in 10.5.-Japan elatore
shiye and tries to e part in it thooush ker
urdversity life. Mishimirais alsoinvolved in
the Japare American Zadanled and believes
that hroad pecple-to-pecple exchange can
make the woIld betier.

This mterrehip program was created by
the Miristry of Foreign Affairs of Japan = a
result of the T.5.-Tapan Jommt Statement
[2014), in which Presidert Barack Ohama
and Prime Mimster shireo Abe anmourced
the creation of a rew bilateral exchange pro-
gram that will enable Japanese wouth o e
harce their English language ahilities and
develop professictial sldlls through mderre
ship opporturities.

Prior to the JACL irtemship program,
Mishimum was engaged in the Tomodachki
and Fakehashi Project with the 1.3 .-Japan
Coumecd as a Tomodachi Inouye Scholar, W

APAs In the News/News Bytes

‘Alleglance’ Ends Its Broadway Run

MEW YORE — Mearly four years after its world premiere at
San Diego’s Old Globe Theatre, the misical “Allegiance, ™ starnng
Ceorge Takel ard Lea Salonga wrapped up its Broadwssy mun on
Feb. 14,

The musical, which depicts the trials and tibwlatiors of one
Japanese Awerican family's timeinall.5. ntemmert camp duning
"World War [, was inspired by Takei’s owm family expenences.

The production officially opened Mow. 8 wnder the ditection of Stafford Arma and
music and 1yrics by Jay Euo, At the ime of its elosing, “Allesiance™ played 37 previews
ard had 1123 regular perfommances at the Longacre Theatre.

Although it closed ata loss to its invves tors, anational tour and intemationa] producticons
are in the works.

Tony-Hominated Actor Ken Watanabe Battling Stomach Gancer

MEW YORE — A publicist for Ken Watarabe, 56, said on
Feb. @ that the Torme and Oscar-nomirated actor has been foreed o
delay his retum to Broadway's “The King ard I while be battles
early-stage stomach carcer.

Wataniahe, who made his 11.5. stage debut in the Rodgers and
Hamm erstein msical opposite Kelli O 'Hara last year, is cummently
ecuperating at a hospital in Japan after wdergoing endcecopic
surgery. He was scheduled to retum to Broadway March 1; his retum is rovwr set for
bdarch 17

The actor earred a Best Leading &ctor i a Musical Tomy nomiration for his “King and
[” role ard is best kmosm in the States for his Cscar-rominated role in2002% “The Last
Samurai” and recent appeamtees in 2014% “Dodzilla™ard 2015% “The Sea of Tress.™

Prized Matsusaka Beef Debuts In the United States

ORLANDO,FL. — Highly pnzed Matsusala Beef made its 11.3. debut in Crlandn,
Fla, atan evert on Feb. @ heeted by its producers and the prefectural govemmentina
bid to build sales retworks by utilizing the Trare-Pacific Partiership accord.

Erncem for its uniquely soft texture and flavor Matsusals Beef is from Japan's Mie
Prefecture and had rot previously been sold in the 1.3, because of strict shipment
regulatiors . Japanese wagyk (Japanese cattle) is extremels popular with chefs because
of its high fat-to-meat rmtio. Within Japan, Matsusala Beef is genermlly corsidered ore
of the three top brands of beef, along withKobe beef and Cmi beef,

Hearly 265 pounds of the prized beef w=s shipped from Japan to the evert, which w=s
keld at a botel in the Walt Disney World Eesort. Matsusala caftle =les nearly twice as
much time 1o mise com pared to 1.3, cattle,

Hideo Nomo Hired by the San Dlego Padres to Expand Presence In Asla

SANDIEGO — Fomner MILE pitcher Hideo Momo, 47, has besn
hired by the San Dhiego Padres to serve a5 an adwvizer to baseball
operations i order to help expand the club’s presence in the
Pacific Eim.

He #all assist the orgarization’s efforts inAsiaand be iolwed n
player development and other aspects of baseball operaticns.

In an official statement, Momo said, “T am wery happy to join the
San Diego Padres and retum to Major League Baseball. By hope 1z that my adwvice wall
be harded dowm to the soung players of Padres. [tis also anopporbuity for me to leam,
ard [ hope tohelp bring a World Champiorship to the Padres. ™

Homo, the first Japanese player to play in the BMLE, sizgned wath the Dodgers in 1995
ard went on to a 122-109 career with a 4.24 ERA i 12 seasors with the Dod gers,
Mets, Brewers, Tigers, Fed Scx, Eays and Eoyals . He also threwr two no-hitters dunng
his career.

JANM Announces Its 2016 Gala Dinner Honorees

LOS ANGELEE — The Japanese American Maticral Musewm in Los Anceles
arnonreed Ken Biurrs, Karen L. Ishizula ard Eobert & Nakamum wall be horored at
its 2016 arrmal Gala Dinver, 3ilert Avction and After Party o barch 19 at the Westin
Bonaventure Hotel and Sutes.

The enening’s theme is “Moving Images™ ard will recoghize the povser that film and
video have to captire memories and influerce people and culture. The evering will also
fooe on JANK's significant collection of moving images.

Bums, who will receive the inaugural TANKM Founder’s Avrard, is an awerd-winming
documentanianard filmmalker. Ishizula and Hakamums wAill receive the inaugiral TANM
Legaoy Avrard. Together they fourded TARNW: Frank H. Watese Media Arts Center. W
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JAPANESE AMERICAN LEADERS
SELECGTED TO 2016 JALD PROGRAM

The 10-member delegation, hailing from across the United States,
will travel to Japan in March,

2 T CONITIEY O7 LG AN SO JNCL
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The 2016 JALD Delegates are (back row, from left) Mark Yokoyama, Bruce
Harrell, Eric Hiraga, Bruce E. Hollywood and (front row, from lefi) Darren
T. Nakata, Monte Del Mar (Noda) Mesa, Kivo Matsumoto, Tasha A. Yorozu,
Eric Nakajima and Stan Masamitsu. Theyare pictured with U.S.~Japan
Council President Irene Hirano hou ye (front cenier).

member of organizatiore such as the
Asian Amenican Bar Assn of MNewr ork
the Hatioral Asian Pacific American Bar
Agan and the JACL.

« Mionte Del IvIar (MNoda)
WEsa (Tamuning, Guam)
Gereral Adunager, Guam Premier
Ondiets
Del Mar (Moda) MMesa has served =
general matager of the Cham FPremier
Chlets and Tanon Sards Flaza since
2001 and hes worled with members of
the Japan Association of Travel Agernts
for more than 10 years. Inadditon he
iz currently board director for the Cham
Economic Developm ert Authority,

+ Eric Nakajima (Amherst, TA)
Director, Adassachur ety Broadbar!
Fo Fpnents
Makajima is director of the MET =t the
Massacknsetts Techrology
Collabomative. MBI mission is 1o
partner with the public ard private
sectors o extend the availability and

en distinguished leaders have been
I selected to participate in the 2016
Japarese American  Leadership
Delegation program, which provides the
“opportarity for a select sroup of Japanese
Smerican leaders from across the United
States o trawvel to Japan o engage with
Tapanese  leaders in the  bisiness,
govermumert,  academic, nonprofit  ard
cultural sectors.”™

The grongp, which met in Los Angeles for
anonentationon Jan. 2% and 20, will trawvel
to Japan to wisit Tolgo and Kobe from
bdarch 512,

The program, which is spornsored by the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
iTepresented inthe 1.5, by the Embassy of
Japan in Washington, DuC., and 16
consulate general offices) and adm inistered
by the 10.5.- Tapan Cowacil, began in 2000.
To date, 176 delegates bave patticipated in
the program. Upon their retum, delesates
work  with  their  local  consulates,
commurity ard fellosr JALD alunr to
strengthen 1.5 -JTapan relatiors .

Following are the 2016 delegates:

+ Bruce Harell Eeattle, WA)
City Corercil Presizkat, City of Seattle
& native of Seattle, Hamell has spent
more than 25 years as an atomesy and
commurity volurteer. In 2014, he was
re-elected to the City Counci] in Seattle
ard in 2015 was wranimously elected as
council president

+ Eric Shintaro Hiraga (Denver, CO)
Execudive VE Chigfof Baff, Demver
Fternational Afrport
In Jamery 2012, Himga was appoirnted
to serve =5 chief of staff at Derner
Interraticnal Adrport, where be supports
the CED for cversight of DEN's

divisiors . [naddition he serves as
president of the Japan America 3ociety
of Colormdo.

Eruce E. Hollywood (Washington,
D.C)

Fellow, White Howse Leaskrship
Dewelopmernt Program

Hellywood iz 2 fellowr in the Wiite
House Leadership Development
Program, which is sponsored by the
Executive Cffice of the President and is
designed to build enterprize leaders to
wiork on the federal goverrment’s
highest pricrity and impact challenges.
He also serves as executive director of
the Japanese Amencan Veterans fAssn
and 15 cr the board of the Mational
Japarese Amencan Memonal
Fourdation.

Stan Masamitsu (Honoluhe, HI)
FPresidlerd, Tomy Cronp

Masamitsu has been president of Tory
Grroup sivee 1908, where e is
resporsible for creating Hawmil’s first
ard orly auto mall Towy Croup
Autoplex. He alzo serves onthe boards
of several organizatiore, inclhading the
Hampmil Automobile Dealers Aszan,
Leeward YA and Better Business
Birean Hawaii

Eivo hMatsumoto (Brooklm, NY)
I8 D¥strict Jucke, U5, District Conrt
Jor the Eastern District of New York
Matsumoto is a federal distriet judge of
the 1.3, District Ciourt for the Eastemn
Diistrict of Mew ork having joined the
court in 2002 after being nominated by
Presidert Creorge W Bish and
confirmed by the Serate ona majority
viote. Her commurnity inolverm ert
irchudes sendng on the board or being a

utilization of kroad band infrasthactice
throughout bassacknsetts.

+ Darren T. Nakata (Portland, OR)
Attorseny-cat-Law, Perfans Cole LLP
Nakm=ta, a Portland rative, is alawmer at
Perlars Cole, the largest Pacific
Morthwest-based finn with 1,000
attomeys in 19 offices worldwide. He
alsogerves a5 secretary of the executive
committee of Japarr America Society of
Oregon’s board of directors and is on
the hoard of directors of the Cregon
Mildei Endosmmernt and the Cregon
Eorea Foundation.

+ Nark Yokoyama (AThambra, CA)
Chier of Police, Alhambra Police
Departmernt
Yokoyama bas served as chief of police
for eight years in a law-enforcement
career that spans 28 years, where he
oversees the actvities of the
department’s 150 employees. [n
addition le is a police academy
irstructor ard adjuret faculty member
at several 5outhem Califomia
commurity colleges .

+ Tasha A Yorozu (Fan Francisco, CA)
Mamaging Attorsey, Forozn Law Group
Yomozuls an atiomey specializing in
crogs-border transactions, M&A,
techrology icersing and employrment
lamy. She also serves on the board of
directors for the Japarese Chamber of
Commerce of Morthem Califorria ard
the an Francisco-Osaka Sister City
Asgsn

& recepticn, sponsored by the Tapan
Biusiness  Association of  Southem
Califormia, was held for the newr delegates
at the Misako Hotel in Litle Toloo on
Jan. 30,

NOTORIOUS

TULE LAKE
SEGREGATION
CENTER, OKADA’S
‘NO NO BOY’
FOCUS OF PUBLIC
PROGRAM IN
SEATTLE

wring wartime, how does a person
D prove their losalty to their countrse?

Iz it restnicted to military senace?
Cr are there other form s of loyalt?

These and other questiors of loyalty and
pafrictism will be discussed at a March 12
pare] disoussion on the World War IT Tule
Lale Segresation Center ard the nowel

Mo Mo Boy™ by John Ok=da

Parelists will melude Eoger Deniels,
University of Cincitmat professor of history
ementie and pioneer scholar in Japarese
American  history;, Barbara Takel, an
irdependent writerresearcher ard  hoard
member of the Tule Lake Committes; and
award-wanning filmmaker and joumalist
Framle Ae.

Darvielz and Taked are worling onahistory
of Amernca’s worst concentration camp and
will share some of their research findinss .

Abe, who 1s compiling ness research for a
book on John Clada wAll share his insights
into howr Okada toolke the story of the draft
resisters and set it againet the places where
he srewsup inpostear Seattls,

The program will take place from 2-4 pm.
at the Japarese Chultural ard Commimity
Center of Washinston in Seattle.

& porticn of the progrmm will alzo be
devoted to shanns information about the
UCTLA Azian Amencan Stdies Center’s Eji
Suyama Erdowment which stoves to
preserve the history of Japarese American
disgent during World War II.

On kand from UCLA wall ke Professor
Devad B Yoo, director of the Cerfer, and
Professor Lane Himbayashi, the George and
Salaye Aratani Endowed Chair in Japarese
Amerncan Incarcermtion, Redress  and
Commmity.

The program iz co-sponsored by the TCT A
Azian American 3tidies Center’s Suyama
Erdouament ard the George ard Saleye
Artani  Endowed Chair in Japarese
Amerncan Incarcermtion, Redress  and
Commumity; Densho:  the  Japarese
American I esamy Project; Amenican Ethmnic
atudizs Department  Uniwersity of
Washington; and the Japanese Amercan
Citizens League — Seattle Chapter and
Puyallup Walless Chapter.

For more mformation, please coninet fre
UCLA Asan American Shidies Certer ar
(310 525-2974 or visht the website @ www.

anemaprofect.org.
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JAGL BOARD DIPS INTO FINANGIAL WORRY

The organization
meets to shore up
financial plans to
eliminate its current
deficit and plan a
healthier outlook for
the next biennium.

By PC. Staff

dong with local chapter leaders met

Feh. & at the Hilton Los Angeles Airport
Hietel to discuss the organization’s current
finarcial situation and budgetary plare for
the next hienmivm. Talks fooused on howr
bestto recover before the anmial convention
in July when a rewr Mational Board wall be
elected to serve for a two-sear term.

Matioral Presidert David Lin, who 1s near-
ing the end of his second temm in office, told
those in attendance that “owr financial sita-
ation has changed not in a positive way if
[ can say that We have a lot more work to
do than what we thought six montks ago,
ard it's really across the board.™ Lin went
on to explain that the orsanization’s lacl of
return on irvestmerts 15 due to the market’s
finarcial volatlity and its dosareard trend in
recent months.

“We need to fisure out what reeds to
be done sooner rather than later ™ he said.
“We have to tum this ship arourd real quicke
We have to set the nght tone ard motto for
the next Matioral Board. That is our respon-
sihility ard that is our obligaticn. We have a
lot of work to do. ™

Bud gt reductiors were made acoss many
programs. Motiors were approved cuthing

J AT Hational Board bembers and staff

pp.:.TG.G.‘\.H"l" rEVEDE

F

JACL Executive Director Priscilla Ouchida
recel ves a check for $10,000 from the Seattle
Chapter presented by Pacific Northwest
overnor Sheldon Arakaki. The check is
inten ded to fund the 2017 Smithsonian exhibit
that is dedicated to Japanese Ametican
historyin the U.S and reflects on E.O. 5066,

2D 28 STA T

JACL National Board members convened ovel the budget deficit, looking to make cuts and resol ve financial
difficulties hefore the National Convention and upcoming el ection nears in July.

Project Commurity flom the Eduwation
Budget by $3000 $2.500 away from the
D2 Leadership Conferences, and eliminat-
ing $3000 from Bridging Commumities
and cuting the HY3C Budget for 2016 by
$10000.

These reductions come after reduced
trawel costs, closing the JACL Seattle
office, elimirating the October MNatioral
EBoard meeting and keeping the fimd dewel-
opment position vacant

Mch of the debate also focwsed on staff
parking at JACL's San Francizoo headguer-
ters. & motion wms made o elimirate the
$12 000 anrmal cost to keep the s&fF parldng
spaces; It wes rot approved by a vote of 76

“The San Frarcisco office 1s our asset in
perpetuity. We're not at liberty to sell it ™
gaid HNCWHNP Gowemor David Unnibe.
“‘Haring a building in San Franciseo without
parking to me does not make any serse.”

Safety has beenan issue in San Faneiseo’s
Tapantonem, where JACL headquarters is 1o
cated. & homeless man assaulted a tenant
right cutside the bulding and later a staff

member’s car was broken into. Ad-

ditictiall v, a news gate was irstalled

recently at the JTACT alding’s front
erntrance after squatters weme oocow
ping the doorsasy.

Mo lawr states that patking must be
provided for employess.

Discussion regarding the organd-
zation's financial ouflock remained
in jecpardy = Mational Secretarny
Treasurer Mattlews Famells sum-
marized TACL's current state.

“Fesenves have been greatly de-
pleted in 20157 he said. “We carr
not have another year like this.™

With only $275.000 left in the
mezerve fund, the JACL's “posi-
tion is severe,” Famells said. “Tt%s
alamming. ™

More than $500,000 wes withr
drawm to cover the deficit in

2015. Experses perfommed betier

than reverue relative to the buad-

get, as experses weTe only over

10 percent with everme being

urder 17 percent.
Facific Citizem wms dowm

72000 A reported $25.000

stortfall from  the Masadka

4

vacaney was also taken into account Pub-
lic support fell dwe to a lack of wwolicited
dotatiors. Fees and regisfrations were also
dosm as the Mational Corrvertion brought
in $38 000 l=st year relative to the $54 000
budgeted. It was roted that coovention is
part of public support.

2dditiorally imestments missed the bud-
get due o “the wolatile market in 20157
Farrells reported. “That’s really beena head-
witid for us from a reverne perspective.”

Concerrs were raised over High Mark
Capital Management Inc’s wderperfor-
mance with the or ganization’s investments.

Some questiored if High Mark Capital
Maragement, a subsidiary of Unicn Bank
had = plan o make gaire in the coming year
ard whether it was asling JTACT to weit until
the market reboumds .

“Thes have imestment professionals, ™ as-
sured Farmells, “io lelp detemmine whether
ey want to be overseight or wrderseizht
There a lot that goes info lelping to in-
crease revente ard tofal retum. Cur endoss
ment does have market nsk. We ame at the
mercy of the market a 1ot of the dime, buat
based on our imvestmernt policy, we have a
elatively more corsenative stance. They
urderstard our crgarization. . . and they are
ting o position us accordingly ™

&dded Lin: “Mo matter what work the inr
vestment marager is doing we are going to
see volatility, We have a long investing hon-
zot, We'te looldng to keep this or sanization
an ongoing coneern for the next 100 or 200
years. We cannot be discouraged. ™

Discssion over the firances contirmed
into the Pacific Cidzen 1eport, foocwsing on
the fubare outlook of the paper as well =
reflecting on2015s perfonmance.

The 2015 Haliday Issue, despite a produc-
tion delay brought on by the pontdigital
issue, Teported an estimated $52,000 zross,
an increase of nearly $5.000 over 2014,

The P2 iz alsommping wp its 2016 Spring
Campa gr; this sear, the paper is hopins to
raize $75,000, dl of which is 1wed to sustain
FC % daily operatiors.

Busiress hMarager Susan Yokoyama mised
senveral corcerns 1egarding the 2016-17 bud-
geted numbers for the paper. BC entered
2016 with a $78.000 budget shorfall In
2015 meverme expecitations were at an all-
time high of $300, 000; the am ourt bud geted

for 2016 is $313.000, with expected mem-
bership dues allocated to the PO by MHation-
al amounting toan estimated $22,250.

“We have cut owr expenses actoss the
board, ™ Yokoyama explained. “From 2010
to 2015, experses wernt dosm by S2%.7 In
2010, experses were at an all-ime high of
$517.000; & of September 2015 expenses
were $250,000.

Some have argued that the cuts made wee
expected sitce the PO had more income in
2010, Howeer, the 52 percent drop from
moving offices, eliminating leases, cuting
page manbers per issue arnd dropping a re-
porter ower the wears were large portions of
the PO opemtions.

Yokoyama also presented the responses
given to the PO from JACL members
regarding the move to an all-digital PO
following the Cotober 2015 Digital Plan
vioted on by the Natioral Board.

barry shared that they had besn longtime
TACL members, active during the redress
movement of wele incarcemted duning
World War II, ard were saddened to hear
that the printed edition wowdd end. Bdarse
indicated that thesy would ot rerewss their
TACL membership showld the paper cease o
print bard copies.

“These are owr readers ard JACT members
— theyare the market, ™ Yokoymma clarfied.
“The PC. lives within an irteresting market
where the printed paper is a product for the
TACT membership market.”

JACL members ard PO ronmember sub-
scribers will soon receive a postoard ask-
ing them to irdicate their prefemsd method
of eceiving the PO, either via mailed hard
copy of FOF digital fommat. Savings to print
and mailing costs are expected to help 1e-
duce the increasing deficit

The P is making efforts to increase ad-
vertising revenue ard gain mew adwertising
partnerships, raise continued support for its
Spring Campaign, work with JACL mem-
bership to increase manbers ard gererate
year-rourd busiress with JACL chapters to
place ads that will guarantes commissions.

“We' e doing everything we canto createa
path for reverne, ” said Yoloy=ama, “The PC.
wants to be a player in driving membership
mumbers up. As a program of JACL, its in
our best interest to be thers for the members
as they have alvaye been here forus.”™
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JACL >> continued

Newly appointed Youth Chair Kenji Kuramitsu rose
concerns over the reduced funds to the NYSC program as
it “would make a big impact and would severely inhibit
activities.”

Many board members present were introduced to JACL
through the youth program as PSW Governor Michelle
Yamashiro noted.

“Understanding all the cuts that need to be made is neces-
sary, of course,” Yamashiro noted. Now in her first quarter
as governor, the past Youth Chair urged the board “to focus
on creating revenue. The NY SC is working and doing good
work, generating leaders.”

This comes as JACL struggles to increase membership as
the numbers continue to dip lower.

VP of Membership Toshi Abe reported 8318 member-
ships, a 5 percent drop over the year.

“Although, it’s disappointing to see our number dropping
each year,” wrote Abe in the report, “we hope to be able to
halt our sliding numbers in 2016. | call on our governors
to work with their chapters this coming month to encourage
their chapter membership chairs to try to make a personal
contact with their lapsed member.”

Abe also made a suggestion to have a workshop at the
upcoming National Convention that would be dedicated to
recruiting membership. Past conventions have hosted work-
shops on how to best recruit and retain memberships.

Over the past several months JACL has made strides in
efforts overseas, receiving a commendation award from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan by Ambassador
Kenichiro Sasae.

The Kakehashi Project also sent more than 200 youths
to Japan this year — three groups in December and two
groups in January. Program objectives aim to understand
international U.S.-Japan relations, facilitating cross-cultural
dialogues.

Said Kakehashi Project Co-Chair Larry Oda in a statement,
“The foreign ministry, by allowing us to sponsor this pro-
gram, has really given the JACL an opportunity to have a
program that college students from al over the country can
benefit from.”

Looking ahead to 2016, Ouchida confirmed several cor-
porate donations, including funds from AARP, the Coulter
Foundation, AT&T and Comcast, Historically, CBS, Ford,
Japanese American Health, ABC, Southwest, Verizon and
UPS have also pledged support to the organization.

VP of Operations Miko Sawamura announced that the
2017 Convention dates in Washington, D.C., would be July
5-8 and would be held at the Omni Shoreham Hotel.

Sawamura went on to share that this year’s registration
fees will be $250, up $100 from the previous amount of $150
in 2015. The change comes after members shared that more
food was desired at last year’s convention. Adding $100 to
the registration fees will now include a dinner and two meals,
bringing back the Youth Luncheon and a banquet similar to
the 2014 San Jose Convention programming.

In regards to youth, board members discussed if $25 would
be given to the National Youth Student Council from each
registration fee. However, there is discussion if perhaps a
discounted student registration fee will be available. Options
over how pricing levels and registration fee allocations will
work this year are still underway.

Governors and chapter presidents are encouraged to
receive feedback from the membership over registration
fee prices.

In closing, Lin was hopeful. “I think we accomplished
something, but we still have a lot more work to do,” he said.
“Let’s keep working atit, and I think we made a good start. It
takes time, energy and creative thinking. We will get there.”

The JACL National Board is set to meet again April 2 at
its San Francisco Headquarters. It will be the final board
meeting before the National Convention in Las Vegas, set
Sor July 10-14.

PAGIFICA COMPANIES ACQUIRES KEIRO
AS ESCROW CLOSES

By P.C. Staff

eiro announced that its es-
crow closed on Feb. 5 with
the sale of its facilities to Pa-

cifica Companies LLC. After months
of protest and debate, Pacifica has also
leased the management and operation
of the four Keiro facilities to Aspen
Skilled Healthcare Inc. and Northstar
Senior Living Inc.

In a press release from Keiro Chair-
man of the Board Gary Kawaguchi,
he shared that while the decision was
difficult to make, the transition would
ensure the best quality of care and ser-
vices are available to the community.

“Continuity of care for our residents
is our highest priority during this tran-
sition,” Kawaguchi said.

Changes are already underway with
a new name, “Kei Ai,” combining
“kei,” meaning respect in Japanese,
with “ai,” meaning love. Meanwhile,
Keiro’s Community Advisory Board
is charged with overseeing the five-
year period. Ten individuals were
chosen for the board, all of whom
will work to support the facilities’
new operators and provide feedback
and advice over the quality of care
for residents.

Concurrently, Keiro’s Board of
Directors is working on long-term
planning for Keiro’s future direction
and how to best support the commu-
nity. Keiro’s mission will also remain
the same. Intact, the mission is to en-
hance the quality of senior life in the
community, providing resources and
culturally sensitive support to resi-
dents, families and the community.

*“1 hope that members of the com-
munity stay actively involved in the
discussion about how we care for old-
er adults,” said Kawaguchi in Keiro’s
announcement. “T am glad that our
community has become so engaged
in what Keiro means. We anticipate
these discussions will result in plans
and actions that positively impact how
we support the needs of our commu-
nity’s older adults.”

However, many are disappointed
and angered by the escrow enounce-
ment.

“The community mourns over the
death of Keiro facilities, which took
55 years to develop with the help of
countless number of volunteers, fami-
lies and donors from both the U.S. and
Japan,” wrote the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee in a letter to California Attorney
General Kamala Harris.

The letter included the names of
committee members as well as high-
profile supporters such as Congress-
women Maxine Waters and Judy Chu,
Assemblyman David Hadley and
former Secretary of Transportation
Norman Mineta.

A day before escrow closed, the Ad
Hoc Committee brought two cases to
the Los Angeles Superior Court. One
requested a temporary restraining
order to postpone the sale, while the
other asked a state agency to investi-
gate civil rights complaints. A judge
denied both.

Despite the two rejected cases, the
Ad Hoc Committee has filed another
petition. Bet Tzedek and Gibson and
Dunn & Crutcher, representatives for
the Ad Hoc Committee, filed a Writ
of Mandate. The court order would
require the attorney general to reverse
her approval.

It remains uncertain whether the
mandate will go through, however the
chances appear slim as Keiro moves
forward in developing community
programs and outreach efforts for
aging Japanese Americans.

TIME LINE

March 23, 2010 — Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Actis signed
into law.

Dec. 7, 2013 — President and
CEO of Keiro Shawn Miyake begins
discussion about Keiro facilities be-
ing acquired by a larger healthcare
organization.

July 17, 2014 — Ensiegn Group
enters into an agreement to purchase
Keiro.

Sept. 26, 2014 — The Office of the
Attorney General denies the waiver
request to approve the sale of Keiro’s
facilities, declaring that the sale is not
in the public interest.

June 2, 2015 — Keiro and Pacifica
Companies enter into an agreement to
purchase all four Keiro facilities.
Sept. 2, 2015 — The Office at the
Attorney General approves the sale.
Sept. 9,2015 — The Ad Hoc Com-
mittee, a group dedicated to reversing
the sale, issues a response to Keiro
and Pacifica’s agreement.

Sept. 29, 2015 — Rafu Shimpo
hosts an Open Forum fo discuss the
sale.

Oct. 2, 2015 — Keiro sends a press
release to discuss the sale.

Oct. 15, 2015 — Keiro holds a
public forum to address concerns
over the sale. Pacifica representatives
participate in the forum.

Oct. 19,2015 — The Ad Hoc Com-
mittee turns in a petition to Attorney
General Kamala Harris, asking her to
consider postponing the sale and hold
a public meeting.

Nov. 5, 2015 — Sixteen members of
Congress ask the attorney general to
postpone the sale of Keiro.

Nov. 24, 2015 — The Ad Hoc
Committee meets with Califor-
nia State Attorney General Kamala
Harris’ staff at the Los Angeles branch
of the Attorney General’s Office.

Jan. 14, 2016 — Congresswomen
Maxine Waters and Judy Chu hold
a press conference in support of the
Ad Hoe Committee.

Jan. 22, 2016 — Keiro employees
are given notice that their employ-
ment with Keiro would terminate Jan.
30. The new operators, Aspen Skilled
Healthcare and Northstar Senior
Living, will then offer employment
opportunities.

Feb. 4, 2016 — Two cases are
brought to the Los Angeles Superior
Court. One is petitioned by the Ad Hoc
committee for a temporary restraining
order to postpone the sale. The second
is made by the Department of Fair
Employment and Housing to investi-
gate civil rights complaints. A judge
denies both.

Feb. 5, 2016 — Escrow closes,
and Keiro Senior Healthcare changes
ownership to Pacifica Companies.
Feb. 8,2016 — Pacifica Companies
renames Keiro to Kei-Ai Healthcare
Center as a limited liability corpora-
tion.

February 2016 — The Ad Hoc
Committee, represented by Bet Tze-
dek and Gibson and Dunn & Crutcher,
files another petition against the attor-
ney general for a Writ of Mandate (a
court order requiring the government
agency to correct its prior actions).
The writ would call for the attorney
general to reverse her approval of the
sale. |

PHOTO: KEIRO

“to enhance the quality of senior life in our community.”
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MANZANAR RECEIVES NPS
GRANT FOR BLOCK 14 LATRINE

BUILDING

- ..‘
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Ahistwic photograph of toilets in one of the latrines at the Manzanar concentr ation camp
during World War Il

he Mational Park Service 1ecently

armomeed receipt of $15 million in grant

funding o support 62 projects in 63 parks,
irclwding $74,547 to Manzarar Nationsl Historic
Site to buld a historically acowurate latrine.

Tle nonsorldng latrire and its exhibits wdll
com plement the other buldings in Block 14,
ko as “demorstration block ™ becawse it gives
visitors a serse of the living corditions endured
by more than 110000 Japanese Americans in
bMarzanar during World War II.

‘We arve pleased to vecetve this
Centenmial Challenge funding
and appreciate the genevosily
ofdonors.’

— Bernadetic fohnson,
Manzanar Superintendert

Tle firding will ke matched by more than
$150 000 indoratiors from Friends of Marearar
ard private donors.

The MP3" Centenmial Challenge program
levermses partrerships to  improve wisitor
services, support outreach to new audiences and
einvigomte naticrel parks while forging
cotmections with commumnities.  Congress
provided  $15 miliom for the Centenmial
Clallenge projects, which will be mateled by
nearly 33 million from more than 90 patk
partmers. The &5 projects total alm ost $45 million

“Az the MNatoral Park Service emters its
cetterrial year in 2016, Congress ard gererous
partners  actoss  the counity are makdng
exceptional imestments to  improve pak
facilities, enbance their accessibility and help
more visitors — especially young peopls —
discover our ration’s inspining places and

stories, " said NP3 Director Jonathan B, Jards,

Said Marganar Superinterdent Eemadette
Iohrson: “We are pleased to receive this
Centermial Challenge furding ard appreciate the
generosity of dorors. As I lewve talked with
fommer ircarceress, they recall being forced to
we commural latires as ore of the most
degrading experiences in Manzavar The desire
o gee a lattre building reconstructed with
exhibits iz a frequent comment from former
Incarcerees as well as site visitors,”

The recorstructed lafrine, with 10 toilets a sink
ard shovser room, will illustrate desply personal
experierces, such as those recalled by bary
Teuwlamoto decades later: *T guess the Army
latrire iz the same everywhere. For us women
ard children this was something which we just
couddn’t . . . it was justa shock T remember we
gotgick . .. wecouldn’t go . . owe didn’twant to
go. [t was smelly and it weas dirty. In the shower,
water we=s powred over you and there wee no
partitiors, and it wes so cramped that we almost
touched each other. It was very bemiliating. ™

The Manzarar MNatioral Histore Sife, located
six miles south of Independence, Calif, was
estblished by Congress in 19592, More than
00,000 wisitors travel o experience the site
arrnelly The restored camp auditorium serves as
a visitor center and houses extersive exhibits,
Mearby, a World War Il-era mess hall and tao
recctwtructed barmacks highlisht the clallenges
of daily life. An auo tow 1oad circles the site,
highlighting Japarese sardens, historic omchards
ard the cemetery.

The 47th arvnsl Manzanar Pilgimage is setfor
&prl 20 Fach year, more than 1,000 people
atterd the pigrimasze, includine  students,
teachers, commuity members, clergy and
fommer incarceress . Flanming is wnder wary for the
afterroon event = well as for the Marzanar at
Dk program, scheduled for that same evening.

For more ingformation, call (7o) §75-2194,
ext. 3710, or visitwww.nps.cov/mang.

JAPANESE AMERICAN
VETERANS COMMUNITY
COMPILING MIS INDIVIDUAL

AWARDS LIST

WAEHINGTON, M — The real time
intelligence the Misel produced in the
Military Intellizence Senadce in the Asia
Pacific war zore duning World War II
saved thowands of &menican lives,

Commanders had the highest praise
for Misei hravery, patriotism ard inte=lli-
gence acquisition slills wmder combat
While the Misei hercizm went largely
unrecoghized due to the closified re-
ture of their existence at the time, a good
rumber of them were recoghized by in
dividial military awards presented by
the Ammy Marine and allied wvits to
which they were attached.

Unlike the 100th Battalion and the
442nd Eegimental Combat Tezm fight-
ing in Europe, which maintzived de-
tailed records of medals that -sere
avwarded to soldiers, there was no central
accomtability made of awards o MIS
soldiers because of the sensitive rature
of their deplosments and their disper-
sion to other combat uits,

The Jxpanese American Veterans
cOmMMmuUnity is now attempting to
collect the number of awards
presented to WVIE veterans for each of
the following awards:

+ Distinguished Service Cross
+ Distinguished Service Iviedal

+ Presidential Unit Citation
(presented by unit to a MIS
veteran during WWII)

+ CombatInfantryman’s Badge

+ Silver Star

+ BEronze Star

+ Purple Heart Iedal

+ Legion of IVerit

+ Zoldier’s Medal

+ Ajr Medal

+ Foreign government’'s medal
(such as the British Empire
Medal

+ Letter of Commendation

The mfonmation requested includes
the veteran’s full name, military service
tumber (opticnal) and the specific
award(z). The Japanese American
Weterans Assr plans to tally its report by
harch 21

Dhping WWIIL more than 4,000 MHisei
vohateered to be specially traired by
the Atmy o ead ard speak Japanese
and then serve in the Asia Facific
theater. They intemogated Japanese
Prizorers of War, trarslated captured exr
emy docurents and intercepted enemsy
commrications. hMany entered caves to
persuade Japanese soldiers o sumender
Tley served in special forces o work
behind enemsy lires to disnugpt their
opemtors, swh as with Mernll's
Marauders in Bunma.

The Misel were irclided in the first,

The average numbes of individual
awads per Msei soidier who served
in fie 442nd RCT, the 100th Infaniry
Battalion and the Lilitary intelligence
Service is three awads for heroism.
Fictured here are the Bronze Sta
Meda fleft] and the Purple Heart
leda.

gecond or third wave of nearly ewery
Army infantry arnd Manre imasicn
force, providing to their commanders
timely irtelligence gained at critical
momernts.

Migel gerved with distinetion in every
Army Marne Mawy and Army Ailr
Corpe wurit that needed linguists. Twen-
tr-eight Mizel died inthe line of duty.

The Misel senving it the Pacific faced
douhble jeopardy of their lwves. While
wafonm, they were targeted by the
Japanese = Amencans. [n addition
their phyrsical resem blaree to the eremy
made them nalnemble to being shot by
American trocps; thelr commanders
assigned two Cawcasian soldiers as
bodsgmrds to one Misel lingust on the
front lire.

Mot wnti] the passage of the Freedom
of Informaton Act in the 1970s did
the Departmernt of Deferse openly
ackrioaded g the exmsterce ard role of
the Misei MI3 weterars. Until that time,
WIS veterare largely mairtamined their
giletie since the War Department did
rot want the Japanese to ks of their
seCTEt Weapor.

Even today, marsy MIS veterans still
do not openly disces theirr wartbme
moles becawe they belisve their work
was classified ard should remainso.

If you are an MIS veteran who has
received any of the alove anards or a2
member of an MIS vateran'’s famiy
whoe har Fmowledge of fos award,
Please email Terry Shima at Sshima &
comeasinet, call (301 987-67#% or
write to &#I5 Ruseell Ave., #1005,
CGaiffiers lurg, MD 20877,
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NISEI SOLDIERS STAMP EFFORT KICKS INTO HIGH GEAR

By Wayne O safio,
Corgriluior

LLE T LR

PHOTO: LN FRANKLIW

ebriery marks 74 years sinee the
Fmtermnem of Japanese Amencars

during World War II. The nation-
wide srassToots campeign o honor Misel
WWII veterans witha 11.3. stamyp i1s Mcldng
irto high gear. Bupporters want to gain the
atterfion of the teo pecple who kave the
authority o greer lisht the stam pe President
Bamack Obama and 1. 3. Postmaster Cereral
Megan J. Brerman

Tle campaizh lawmched an onlive White
House petiion on Feb. 1940 coincde with
the Day of Remembrance. This petition is
part of President Chama’s “We the Pecple™
iritiative that began in September 2011 to
open up the ability of peaple to petition the
government directly. Past prominent White
House petitions include the issues of gun
cottrol, legalizing gay mardage and the
rght to wnlock ore’s owm cell phone.

Tle goal is to gamer the atiention of the
president who wields authority ower the
1.5, Postal Service which is wnder the
Executive Brarch of govermment There is
a precedent of presidents green lighting past
stamps, mcluding Presidernt Eonald Eeazan
puehing through the “Hispanic Americars:

The Hational
Japanese American
lemaorial to
Patrictism in
Washington, D.C.

& Proud Hentage™ stamp in 1924, which
honored His panie Amencan servicemenand
SETWICEWOMETL

The Misel Soldiers 3tamp campaign will
need to get 100,000 signers wiathin 20 days
of its meeption. If the effort is successful,
the White House iz expected o respond
within &0 days. The resporse has histord-
cally been issued by a White House official,
bt it dlzo can be direct]ly from the president
himself. More than 200 petiticns on the
“We the People™ website have received
White House resporses since the site wes
first created.

The petition only requires that the sigrer
be 12 years or older ard kave a valid email
address that can be venfied duning the sign
ing process. [n addition, signers canbe from
overseas ard non-11.3. cifizers.

To sign the petition, wisit the campaizn’s
soolal media ard main website (e
stamponrstoryorg) o its sister site (wame
thevelese rveastamp org).

In addition o the White House petition
campaisners are working with lawamals
ers on Capitol Hill to circulate a “Dear

Colleague™ letter of support for the stamp.

The letter will be addressed to Postmaster
Creneral Brennan ard will request a meet-
ing to discuss the stamp’s proposal and wge
her approval.

This letter i3 curmently being championed
by REep. Mark Takai of Hawail’s 1st District.
Hewmii is home to the first Nisel soldiers o
erlist it the .5, Army during the war. Eep.
Tudy Chu of Califomia’s Z2nd District who
alsois the cuarent chair of the Congress ioral
&zian Parific Amercan Carus, has joined
Talbm as well

Supporters of this cause are encouraged

to cortact their local consress members o
sign on to the letter this monthe If the letter
is successful, Talmi and Chu will then mest
with the Postmaster Gereral Brenran in the
spring tourge her to isse the stam p soon

The cam paign hopes that pressure on both
the presidert ard the postmaster gereral
will lead to a stamp next year o coincide
with the 7Sth commemcoration of Execu-
tive Order 9086 ard the begimming of the
irterrunernt durning WWILL

The TUSPS only accepts stamp subject
proposals, not stamp designs or artworke If
successhil, the campaign will likely either
see a stam p that directly depicts Mised WWII
soldiers o1 a stamp that features the Natioral
Japanese Amercan Memorial o Patriotism
Dhring World War IT.

The memocorial is located in Washington,
D, and represents the story of the Japa-
nese Smerican men and women who served
in the 1.3, military duning WWIIL It also
irchides the story of the intemment, listing
the names of the 10 main camps and the
mun ber incarcerated at each cam p. & promi-
nent sculpture depicting teo cTanes escaping
from barbed wire is the memonal’s center-
plece. Nearhy there is the irscription of 200
nam es of soldiers who were klled inaction

For more Information on he siimp

CAPPIEET, VISR  WWWISIImPpoUTSIOTY.0TE
arnd www iheydeserveasimp org.

Using wour Mational JACL Credit Union
VISA® qedit card hasnewer been easier,
Accepted everywh ere, any of your
heeds are always accessible,

With unbeatakle rates, call today to
appehe and find the right card for you,

EIEHE] o1 4045225 800-5448028
& 4 www.jadcu.com

i

—_

Ay Natlonal JACL

Credit Unlon
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California Legacy Voice
Network: JAMsj Workshops
San Jose, CA

March 12; 9 a.m.

Japanese American Museum of
San Jose

535 N. Fifth St.

The California Legacy Voice
Network has scheduled
professional workshops for
teachers and administrators. A
special session will be held with
guest speaker Karen Korematsu.
Preregistration is due March 4.
Info: Call Shirley Ota or Judy
Tokubo at (408) 294-3138 or
email info@jamsj.org.

‘Being Mortal’ Film and End-of-
Life Panel Discussion With
Dr. Patrick Arbore

San Jose, CA

March 12; 2 p.m.

Mexican Heritage Plaza
Theater

1700 Alum Rock Ave.

Price: Free

The Institute on Aging, Santa
Clara Department of Aging and
Adult Services and the City of
San Jose will present a free
screening of the PBS Frontline
film on terminal illness and
final choices, based on the
best-selling book by Dr. Atul
Gawande.

Info: Email Caitlin Morgan

at cmorgan@ioaging.org or
call (415) 750-4114.

JBBP Matsuri 2016

San Francisco, CA

March 19; 5-10 p.m.

Pomeroy Recreation and
Rehabilitation Center

207 Skyline Blvd.

Price: Advanced general
admission price $35

The Japanese Bilingual Bicultural
Program JBBP of Rosa Parks
Elementary will celebrate

43 years of unique cultural
programming and daily language
curriculum, touching the lives of
over 240 students per year.

Info: Email info@jbbpsf.org.

Tadaima: A Japanese American
Gathering of LGBTQQ and
Allies

San Jose, CA

April 2; 8:30 a.m.

San Jose State University
Student Wellness Center

1 Washington Square
“Tadaima” is part of a collection
of events hosted across the
Northern California Bay area

for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer and
questioning individuals, families
and allies. The program looks to
explore the intersections of the
Japanese American LGBTQQ

experience.
Info: Visit www.
tadaimabayarea.org.

PSW

Mari Shimizu: Ball-Jointed
Dolls Exhibition

Los Angeles, CA

March 5

The Hive Gallery and Studios
729 8. Spring St.

Mari Shimizu’s “Aesthetics

of Fall” reflects Japanese
aesthetics of melancholy through
historical figures as ball-jointed
dolls. 8himizu works and uses
traditional Japanese material,
crafting superreal dolls. She has
created dolls for TV shows like
“The Brothers Karamazov.”

This is her first solo show in

Los Angeles.

Info: Visit www.hivegallery.com
or call (213) 955-9051.

Asians on Film Festival

Los Angeles, CA

March 10-13; 1:30-7 p.m.
Japanese American National
Museum

100 N. Central Ave.

In partnership with Asians

on Film, the Japanese
American National Museum
hosts this festival to promote
underrecognized Asians and
Asian Americans working in
the film industry. The event will
showcase nearly 100 of the best
short films submitted, involving
Asian and Asian Americans in
many different roles.

Info: Email info@asianson
film.com.

Cherry Blossom Festival
West Covina, CA

March 19; Noon-6 p.m.

South Hills Plaza

1420 S. Azusa Ave.

Price: Free

The East San Gabriel Valley
Japanese Community Center,
South Hills Plaza and the City
of West Covina will celebrate
the 2016 West Covina Cherry
Blossom Festival. Watch
traditional dance and martial arts
performances, taiko drumming,
delicious food, vendors and
more.

Info: Visit www.esgvjcc.org or
call (626) 960-2566.

2016 Advancing Justice
Conference: Empowering Asian
American and Pacific Islander
Communities 2016 and Beyond
Los Angeles, CA

March 30-31; 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
The Westin Bonaventure

Hotel & Suites

404 S. Figueroa St.

The Asian American Advancing

Justice Conference will address
issues facing the Asian American

and Pacific Islander communities.

Members will learn from
community experts and leaders
as well as discuss common
issues and opportunities.

Info: Email conference@

advancingjustice.org.

MDC

Girl’s Day Crafts and
Hinamatsuri

Urbana, IL

March 6; 1-3 p.m.

Japan House

2000 S. Lincoln Ave,

Price: $5

Celebrate “Hinamatsuri” or Girl's
Day, a traditional Japanese
holiday, with the Japan House,
a teaching facility within the
College of Fine and Applied Arts
at the University of lllinois at
Urbana Champaign. Participants
will get to dress in a yukata,
create cherry blossom crafts and
learn ikebana, origami and more.
Please purchase tickets

in advance.

Info: Visit www.japanhouse.
art.illinois.edu or call

(217) 244-9934.

Nashville Cherry Blossom
Festival

Nashville, TN

April 9; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Public Square Park

1 Public Square

Price: Free

The Japan-America Society
presents the Nashville Cherry
Blossom Festival for a day of
family-friendly celebration on
the front lawn of the Metro
Courthouse at Nashville Public
Square. Enjoy Japanese music,
dance, arts, performance
demonstrations, anime
merchandise and children’s
activities. Food trucks will
also be open.

Info: Visit www.
nashvillecherryblossom
festival.org.

PNW

The Suyama Project: No-Nos
and Tule Lake Discussion
With Project Archives and
Presentation

Seattle, WA

March 12; 2-4 p.m.
Japanese Cultural and
Community Center of
Washington

1414 S. Weller St.

This special event will discuss
the No-Nos and the Tule

Lake Camp, discussing the
government’s depiction of

historical events and the
disobedience stigma that

haunts the Japanese American
community today.

Info: Visit www.susumaproject.
org or call (310) 825-2974,

Heritage Talk

Salem, OR

April 26; 3-5 p.m.

Deepwood

1116 Mission St. S.E.

Price: General admission $6
Join the Oregon Nikkei
Endowment for its fourth
Heritage Talks Series presented
by Russell Yamada.

Info: Visit www.oregon

nikkei.org.

EDC

Listening to Stone: The Art and
Life of Isamu Noguchi Lecture
Washington, D.C.

March 24; 7-8:30 p.m.
Montpellier Room

101 Independence Ave, S.E.,
6th Floor of the James Madison
Bidg.

Price: Free

Isamu Noguchi biographer and
author of “Listening to Stone:
The Art and Life of Isamu
Noguchi” Hayden Herrera will
speak about her book. Noguchi
was an acclaimed Japanese
American artist and designer.
Info: Visit www.loc.gov or

call (202) 707-5502.

Theatre Nohgaku at Boston
University
Boston, MA

March 26; 2 p.m.

College of Fine Arts, Boston
University

855 Commonwealth Ave.
Price: Free

The Boston University and
Greater Boston communities
invite all to the Theatre Nohgaku,
an international performance
group dedicated to sharing
the beauty and power of noh,
a classical Japanese drama
performance.

Info: Visit www.bu.edu/arts/
theatre-nohgaku.

Tamagawa Taiko and Dance
Wellesley, MA

April 9; 6 p.m.

Wellesley College Alumnae Hall
106 Central St.

Experience an exciting evening
of Taiko Drumming and Japanese
folk dancing with the Tamagawa
Taiko and Dance Group. The
group has toured the world since
1961 and performs annually at
the Philadelphia Cherry Blossom
Festival,

Info: Visit www.wellesley.edu or
call (781) 283-1000. [

ADVERTISE HERE

Events in the calendar
‘section are listed based on
‘space availability. Place a
‘Spotlight’ ad with

photos of your event for
maximum exposure.
FOR MORE INFO:
tiffany@pacificcitizen.org
(213) 620-1767

Enkoji and Betty Takasumi.

Feb. 20, 2016.

ALYSE SHIZUE NISHIYAMA AZUMA

1915-2015; Alyse was a centenarian who was predeceased by her
husband, Fred Azuma. She was the beloved mother of Julie Azuma
and grandmother to Sophie and Miranda Spiegel.

Alyse was the sister to predeceased brothers (Ray, Ken and Tomi
Nishiyama) and sisters (Haruko Tamura, Jane Uchiyama, Dorothy
Tanioka ). Her life is remembered by surviving sisters: Amy Iko, Noreen

Alyse and her family were interned at Tule Lake Internment Camp
during World War [l. After that imposed confinement, she and her
husband relocated early in 1943 to the South Side of Chicago, where
she worked at General Mailing and later as a bookkeeper for more
than three decades. Before and after retirement, Alyse attended Christ
Congregational Church. She donated her time and efforts to church
and community activities including, but not limited to, her church,
the Japanese American Service Committee, Bethany Retirement
Community and other Japanese American organizations.

Alyse Azuma will be remembered for her strength, energy, love and
support of family and many friends.

A memorial celebrating Alyse’s life and spirit was held in Chicago on

To add her memory to your life, donations can be made to those
charities and organizations that Alyse considered important. They
include the agency that supports individuals diagnosed with autism,
including her granddaughter, Eden |l and Genesis Foundation, 15
Beach St., Staten Island, NY 10304, Japanese American Service
Committee, 4427 N. Clark St., Chicago, L 60640.
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To place a Tributs, please emall fffamy@pacific

citizen.orgfor rates and pricing or call (213) 620-1767
Please include a photo to honor your loved one and &

shiort biography.

Sacho "sud! tamura, known 1o
l thousands of students as "M |
passed away peacefully at his
hiomne in Yuba Gty Calif., on Jan.
26, 2016, at the age of 4. The
eldest of tmo children, Sadao was
born in Sacramentoin 1221 tohis
Japanese American parents, Teiso
and hne lamura. The son of
ricrant  farm  laborers,  Sadao
worked long hours before and
after schod 0 help support his
farnily. During WA at age 11, the family was ordered 1o the Tule
Lake Relocation Center. Sadao developed a lowe for baseball and a
passion for history and geology during his internment at Tule Lake,
searching for arrowheads and explaing. After four years, the family
left Tule Lake in 1946 and mowed to MNyssa, Ore. Sadac atenced
high schod, played football, baselmll and helped the family by
warking in the fields harvesting potatoes and sugar beets.

Soon after high school, Sadaoenlisted in the United States hMarine
Corps and is a weteran of the Korean \ar. Sadao, goud 1o serwve,
lowed the Corps and what it stood for: honor, couraoe, commitment,
dscigine, tearmwork and brothernood. After his sersice in e Corge,
Sadaomowed to Yuba City and worked with his parents on the famil y
peach orchard. Tomakeends meet, he also worked a numiber of pls
1o help support his parents — including work a5 a truck driver and
cyocery clerk. After a short time working as a postal carrier, he made
a cecision that would lead him 1o his fue passion.

Oy 20 years after gracuating from high school, he attended Chico
State, graduated and went on t0 earn master's degrees in both
ceocraphy and geology. After graduating, he began his career as an
educator. He quickly discovered a love for coaching and spent ower
30 wears teaching and coaching cenerations of students at Tierra
Buena School. Through baskettall, athletics and education, Sadao
taught his students whatit meant 1o e a good human. For years, .
| spent nearly everylunch hour, treak and hours after school with his
stucents. He emphasized good ethics, ecuality, hard  work,
cetermination, focus and persewerance. Throughout the years,
stucents hawe Keptin touch with M. | — expressing appreciation and
crafifuce.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Irene; son Matt (Monica) and
crandchildren, Ann Marie, Jaire and Mkko; son, Ted; son, Scott;
brother, Mnory; and many nieces, nehews and other relati ves.

He iz preceded in death by his father, Teizo and mother, Mine.

The farmily wishes 1o thank caregivers Becky, MWeronica and Anna
for their compassionate and loving care.

The farnily rermembered Sadao at & memorial serdce held on
Saturday, Feb 13, at 1 pm. at the bMarysville Buddhist Church
located at 125 "B" St in Marysyille, CA.

SADAO 'SUD" ITAMURA

SUZUE "'SUSIE’ OTSUKA HOGAN KINOSHITA

Suzue "Susie” Otsuka Hogan Kinoshita

Aug. 5 1923-Dec. 2, 2015

Suzue was borm in Los Angeles, Calif., the third child of Shikazo and

kinue (nee Mori) Otsuka. Inher last wear of high school at Bl konte Hgh,
Wiorld Ve |1 lroke out. They were first sent 1o live in horse stalls at he
Santa Anita horse racing facility and then incarcerated at Tule Lake,
Calif., and Heart Mountain, Wy, Although she had no formal Taining in
redcal gactices, her work assighment was 1o assist with nursing tasks
| in the internment camp.
YWhile at Heart Mountain, she made the best of the circumstances by
= carving wooden rd roaches out of locall y scavenged wood.  After her
relemze from the concentration camp, she studed at the Kansas City Art Institute, where she pursued an
interest in fashion design. She then mowved to Oakland, CAif., where her sister and lrother-in-law, Yoshie
and Yoshio Yarmato, had setfed. When she got a phat the Oakland Maval Supdy Center and decided she
shiould learn todrive, her cowarker, Marie, introduced Susie 1o her rather, Thomas Edward "Ect Hogan, for
driving lessons, with ihstructions for him 0 e a genfeman o this wery nice woung lady. Susie and Ed
rnartied within the fdlowing year, and in the fullhess of e, Janice Elaine was born. Ed passed away in
1975,

At her S0t high school reunion, Susie became reacquainted with George Kinoshita, They married and
resided in Mrarmonte of e Cjai Walley.

Athough Susie's Japanese family was influenced by Buddhist and Shinto tradiions, she apareciated the
walues of many cultures. She was amember of the Methodist Church and eventually found & spiritual home
with the Ojai \VWesleyan Church.

Hawing direcly experienced the tenefits of he Cuakers' community servce, Susie became a life-long
wolunteer. She wsed the Lautach method for teaching adult learmers 1o read and partcigated in the
Ornbudsman procrarm in San Leandro, Calif. After moving 1o 04, she focused on helping the homeless.
Susie was recognized as Molunteer of the Year by the Oja Malley Farmily Shelter in 2004, She distiluted
food at the Comrnunity Assistance Program, o eaned fruits and wegetalles for Food Share and wesded the
DRl Community Garden. 2usie enjoved contrituting to the Ojai Music Festival and served tem at the Cja
Tennis Tournament.

The mission and goals of hese oganizatons were important 10 Susie: HELP of Ojai, the Cak Mew
YWirnen's Club, the Japanese American Mational Museurn and the Japanese American Citizen's League.
Her last woluntesr effort was on Thanksdwng Day 2015 at the Oxnard Salvation Army

Susie is surdwed by her daughter; son-in-law, Thomas Bernard; grandchilcken, Eelly Mdori, Thomas
Echward, Meredith Ainsley; sister, “oshie amato; neew, Yarren Yarmato (aife Jane); WVarren and Jane's
daughters, Jennifer and Kimberly, nephew, Aex Yamato (wife Qingyun W), Alex's daughter, Mari; niece,
Charlene “armato; neghews, Mark Ctsuka, Arthur Ctsuka, Mathew Otsuka, Michael Otsuka; and Mchael's
children, Cliva and Adann.
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MASAMI IWASA

Masami wasa was barmon Jan, 3, 1922, in Sacramento, Calif., as the
third of six children to Hisata and Kinue lwasa and passed away at his
hiorne for the past 86 years on Jan. 23, 2016, from lung cancer. Masami,
who attended Edward kelly School and Kit Carson, wasa 1841 graduate
of Sacramento Hgh Schoal. In 1942, he and his family were relocated to
the Poston internment camp. Lhderstanding the histarical im pact of that
tirne, he later donated a variety of iterns from that era to Sac State and
other mermorial collections.

hWasami, who was also known affecionately as "Jichan" by his
grandchilcren and their friends, was a tireless farmer and industry worker
empoyed iy Sicnal Depot, Asropt and Keyes Fire, he later became a
self-made businessman . Kiefer Storage and Warehouse, which openedin 1986, was his pide and py, and
hie ran the tusiness daily until the end. Masami mas a lovng and supportive huskand who tended o he
medical needs of his wife, Hizako, for the past 14 years. He was also a generous and fun-lovng father who,
desgdte a heawy work scheddle, attended virtually ewvery event inwalving his three children. Hs greatest joy
was eating meals surrounded by his friends and family, which he did recularly.

hasami was an life-long bowler in he Misel Leagye, most of which was with the “Yoroeu bowling team,
where he enjoyed many years of late-night fun with his iends. In his later years, he sponsored and bowled
on the Kiefer Storage tearn, including this season. He adored his three grandsons and made every effort to
gee all of their sporting ewents, which often included traveling up and down the state.

hWisami is sursived by his wife of 55 wears, Hsako, and heir three children, Unda, Mark (Kathleen) and
Dean iLily,; his three grandsons, Matthew, Cameron and Micklaus; his sisters, Bernice Ouye (Mnoru o
2005) and Wy Kolbata (Ted); his brother, oshio lwasa (Ritsuko), andhis sister in-law, Jucdy lwasa. He was
prececeased by his sister, Kioka Kawarmura, in 2010 (Masaod: 1978); andhis brother, Takao wasa, in 2005
rucy). He also leawes ehind numerous lovng nieces, nephews and their families.

Amemcrial service was held at the Sacramento Buddhist Church on Felk 21 at 2 pm.
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LOVE >> continued from page 3

Think about the way we use the
preposition “for’” — it suggests the
exporing of something, the trans-
fer of something of owre to some-
one or something else. T bought
this fie for you" Cr, T'm a0
excited for the weekend.” We give
the tie to someore else; we “glve”
our excitement to the upcoming
weelend,

Similady, when vou orl harbor a
leve for ourselves, we transfer that
lewe fo something separate, some-
thing distinet, from owrselves

Mareissus, the hunter who feels
inn love wath hiz reflection n a
forest ponl, was not in love with
humsgelf, but with the imaege of
hum self.

[ wowd arge that love for
oneself iz, in fact, love for the
wproductions of who we are that
we keep in our heads, glimpse in
the mirror and filter on Facebook
with a ferocity nvaling the steeliest
keepers of the [ron Chrtain,

Love for oneself is love for o
one’s weflection — the physical re-
flection itself, and one's reflection
in the awed, admining and envi-
oug eves of others. It's why nar
cissists feel =0 empty and, at the
heart of things, unloved All that
love they've seemingly showered

on themselves 71t all went to their
refection, All to the image of
themselves in their mind’s eye.

Love of oneself has o recipi-
ent. If love for oneself iz directed
at one's weflection, love of oneself
1s directionless. [ lmow this all
sounck wery vague and abstraet,
but I'll try and offer a concrete
example of amowr de soi that
reveals the difference betoeesn
love of and love for cneself,

An example of ameour de sof
would be the smile that creeps un-
bidden to your lips when you're
doing something that makes you
happy — something that would
malke vou happy ina vacum, that
would make you happy evenif o
one else ke you were doing 1t

Think of al the things we do
sim ply becawee they lend 16 an air
of glamour or hipress or danger, all
the things we erjoy self- conscios-
ly, in the most fimdamental form
of the word, because we koo they
increase our standing in the eves of
others, and throwr them out,

[ you practice amour de soi, this
happiness — just another word,
n my opiion, for a momertary
love of the world and all it con-
taire — would be enough. If you
have a love for yourself, however,

you would take a pictue of youw-
self doing whatever it was that
made you happy, you'd write up
a long and (in sour mind) hear-
warming accouwrt of how happy
you were af that moment m time,
post it on oevery soclal media
platfom at you dlisposal and spend
the rextfewhourscounting the likes
teligiouely.

Amour de soi 18 the love that
emanates fiom  the self; namis-
gsism 1z the love we give to the self
Amour de soi 13 Impossible to fab-
ricate and difficult to cultivate.
Pethaps this iz why it i so rame,
ard rarcizslsm 20 widespread.
Celebrating the shape of wour body
1= no more an example of amowr de
sei than worshipping its weflection
in the minmor ora fomwest pool.,

Amowr de soi 13 the happiness
that comes 0 us when we do what
we love, a true, organic happi-
ress wtainted by self-conscious
gratification or self-contemplation
or self-anything — not the vanity
that masquerade: as happiness
when we learn to admir our owm
Efection

Matthew Ormsath is currently a
student af Cornell University ma-
Joring in Englisfi. He seeks fo give
an honest porfreyal af life as both
a uriversity student and member

af the Millennial generaiion.

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR
DECLARES FRED
KOREMATSU DAY

SACRANMENTO, CALIF. — Gov, Jeny
Browm issved a proclamation on Jan, 29
declaring Jan 30, 2016, as Fred Kome-
matsuDay in the State of Califorria, The
official text of kis proclamation follows:
PROCTANMATICHN

When Fred T, Eomrmatsu mceived the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1598,
President Clinton said that “in the long history of our country’s
constant gearch forjustice, some names of ordinary citizers stand for
millions of souls — Flessy, Browm, Parle. Th that distinguished list
today we add the name of Fred Kormatau, ”

Fred Kommatsu was, in the best sense of both words, an omirary
hem, A native Californian, borm and raised in Oaldand and a welder
by trade, he simply refused to accept his government’s order to re-
locate uncler the brtal and misguided policy of Japanese American
infermm ent during World Warll .

Eoematsu’s staunch determination to be treated hlee the loyal
American citizen he was came to define his life story, in both his
decarks-long legal batfle against internment and his later recognition
as aleacker in the cawe of civil rights,

Ointhus 97th anmiversary of his birth, we mmember him as one who
resisted ijustice during a dark clapter in our mation’s history, and
later worked tirelessly to prevent its repetition,

Mow  therefore 1, Edmund & Brown Ir, governor of the
State of Califomia, do lereby proclaim January 30th, 2016, as
‘Fred Korem ateu Day.”

In witness whereof [ have hereunto zet my hand and cawed the
Cneat Seal of the State of California o be affied this 25th day of
January 2016, [ |
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