


Holiday Greetings 

Zulka Dozier 

Season's Greetings 

Happy Holidays 

Tad Shibata 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
THE SAIKI'S 
Teddy & May 

Rodney, Heidi & Family 

Happy Holidays, Kelsie 
Nomura Family 

You are missed!! 

JACL Scholarship Applications 
for Stockton & San Joaquin Coun~ Area ONLY 

Contact Tad Shibata 
ttshibata@aol.com 

Happy Holidays! 
Noby & Jacquie Oshidari 

1054 N. Country Club 

Stockton, CA 95204 

Holiday Greetings 

Jean 
Terashita 

Joy to the World 

Gordon, Dale & 
Chance Mizuno 

Seasons Greetings~ 
Alice K. Fujii & Family 

Where Leader Are Made 
Jayne Nielsen 

Toastmasters International - District 39 
JayneNielsen@district39.org www.toastmasters.org 

Season's Greetings 

Aiko Vagi 
Hiroshi and Lori Ann Yagi-Doi 
Nicole, Stephanie & Megan 

In Loving Memory of 

Gary K. Ishimaru 
January 22, 1938 - March 3, 2016 

Janice Ishimaru and Family 

Happy Holiday's 

Hanae Watanabe 

Seasons Greetings 

KENJI 
TAKEUCHI 

Happy Holidays! 

Craig I. Yoshikawa 

Season's Greetings 

From 

Frank & Betsy Shinoda 

*. Life is Good - Enjoy it! * .. 
Aeko Yoshikawa & Family --

Jason & Karen - Kimi, Garrett, Sam & Miya 

Merry Christmas and 
Wishing all a Very Happy New Year 

from 
Charlie and Darlene Bagshaw 

and 
Alex Sakata • ~ 

eliance 
eal Estate, Inc. 

Brian Nakashima I Realtor 
I--==:::::::::':::=~------------~ 2025 W. March Lane Ste. 5 

RICHARD ASCHIERIS 
Port Director 

2201 W. Washington Street 95203 (209) 946·0246 
P.O. Box 2089, Stockton, CA 95201 raschieris@stocktonport.com 

BOWLING SPORTS LOUNGE 
• Rock-n-bowl • Large Screen T.V, 
• Special Parties • Billiards 
• Field Trips • Sports Video 
• Youth, Adult, Senior 

__ ~ and Family Leagues 

Pacific Ave Bowl 
5939 Pacific Ave 

Stockton, CA 95207 
Phone - (209) 477-0267 

Conference Room 
Banquet Room Facilities 

Your home for 
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

• Home of Port Stockton Nisei Tournament • 

In Memory of 

Masao Ueda 
Takako Ueda Family 

Pacific Window Tint 
Exclusive Mobile Service 

Automotive-Commercial-Residential 

Dana Ota 
(209) 954-9896 
CA Lie #89681 6 

7277 Pacific Ave, 
Stockton, CA 95207 
WWW.PWTINT.NET 

Come home for the; holidays Season's Greetings 

Satoko Kimoto 

Please ca I OLAS 1\LMA 

toschedul'e your 
[OR LM GT 

co p ementary 

lunch & tour .'. • ,. RCFB #397004515 

Wishing you 

Happy Holidays 
Tad and Carolyn 

Ishihara 

Happy Holidays! 
The Tshiharas 

Mas and Kimiko 

Season's Greetings 
Yukiko Motoyoshi 

HAPPY HOLIDAygl 

Leslie Nakao Edman 

Jim & Sally 
Steven & Willaine 

Bradley & Rina 
and Tyler 

Stockton, CA 95207 
Cell: 209-601-7562 
Office: 209-472-7300 
Fax: 209-644-6970 
Email: bgnakashima@sbcglobal.net 
www.RelianceReaIEstate.NET 
BRE # 01466875 

Autofix of Stockton, Inc. 

~
Japa~;;:==~c~~ cars~ 

',' STOCKTON, CA 95210 . ,: . ,. C-,: 

. Pbone(209)474-1881 ~ 
Owner: Scott Lender 

BOlUS: 7:30 AM to 5:30 PM M-F 

---=** 
~ 

Party ~ 
party supplies & inspiration 

15% off with code:JACL15 
Thank you, follow us fa" new products & deals 

Kimiko Yamamoto ~ID c al l me for special re q ue sts 209-423-9205 

In Loving Memory of 

Lester Teruo Hori 
Feb 11,1929 - Aug 7, 2016 

Helen Hori & Family 

AUTO PARTS 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
The Sugawara Family 
7827 Thornton Road 

(209) 951-3761 
www.globalautoparts.biz 

MORGAN 51 ANLEY 
Tom Horita, Stockbroker 

3421 Brookside Rd. 
Stockton , CA 95219 

(209) 478-2230 
Season's greetings from 

CHARTER WAY FLORIST 
5620 N. Pershing Avenue 

(209) 956-9087 

qeorge 'l(anef<p 



Happy Holidays Mele Kalikimaka! 

Keith & Christina 
Yoshikawa 

Suellen U. & T.Ted 
Yoneda & Family 

Hau'oli Makahiki Hou! 

Happy Holidays 

Hiroko Nitta 

Season's Greetings 

Karyn & Carl 
Morita 

Season's §reetin8s 
ANDY'S 

MOWER & SAW 
TORO-SNAPPER-ECHO 

Trimmers - Blowers 
Lawn Mowers 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS 
2377 Waterloo Rd 
Stockton, CA 95205 

Season's Greetings 

Robert Kishi 
(209) 465-2693 

CoCo.ro 
~~V~p~nese Bistro & Sushi B"r 

Atsuko & Russell Takeda 

3499 Brookside Rd., Ste B 
2105 Pacific Avenue Phone: (209) 451-0398 
Stockton, CA 95204 Phone: (209) 941-6053 

Season's Greetings 

KENNETH Y. NATSUHARA, D.D.S. 
General Dentistry 

The Fountains 
3031 W. March Ln . , #340 East 

Stockton, California 95219 
(209)957-6004 

.D. U.S .A.C. . 

,S4J 95207 
?'1 .. ..ul.l<a. (209) 47&1797 · ~ (200) 4 1224 

Season's Greetings 

Mark H. Nishiki MD 
3625 Heron Lakes Court 

Stockton, CA 95219 

Happy Holidays! 
Tom & Zack Endow 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
The Yagis 

Frank & Hiro 
Stockton, CA 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

THE MATSUMOTOS 
Taiga, Trevor, Kimi, Paul, 

Kristina and Stephanie 

Season's Greetings 
THE ISHIDAS 

Alfred & Irene 
Stockton, CA 

Happy New Year 
From Tsutsumi Farm 

Gary and Joyce 

Happy Holidays! 
Jim & Sumi 

Kochi 
Stockton, CA 

Happy New Year 
Ryan,Amy, 

Payton, Chloe and 
Royce Whitmore 

In Loving Memory of 

Ed Nakade 
June 22, 1950 - April 19, 2016 

Season's Greetings & 

Happy New Year 

Roy M & Emily W 
Takeuchi 

Enjoy the Holidays 
Henry & Alice 

Hirata 
Stockton 

-.' ~ 
KALE 

W 1 N E S 

Season's Greetings 
Bando Junjiro 

Japanese Classical Dance 
Stockton, CA 

Happy New Year 

Nancy E. Baba 

N E: LSON N A GAI 

POST OFF I CE sox 273 

NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94559 

C 209.423.6331 

,. 707.224. 4041 

WWW_KALEWI NES.COM 

Season's Greetings 

Robert K Fujii, D.D.S. 
Preventive Family Dentistry 

1833 West March Lane 
Stockton, CA 95207 

(209) 952-5140 

PACIFIC 
WOUND CENTE~ 
MEDICAL CROUP INC. 

Kenneth K. Shimozaki, DPM 
Wound Specialist/Clinical Research Coordinator 

4722 Quail Lakes Dr., Ste. A, Stockton, Ca 95207 
209-476-0675 • 209-476-9389 Fax 

3133 W, March Ln. Ste 2020 
Stockton, Cal ifornia 95219 

Craig K. Hisaka 
0 .0., M.P.H ., F.A.A.O. 

John K. Fujii , 0.0. 

Josephine Vo Laurel , 0 .0 . 

(209) 951-0820 - Fax (209) 951-2348 

~eIutib~! 
The Hatanaka's 

Cliff & Bonnie 
Cheri, Paul, Kineta, Gerard 

Jaime, Peter, Gracie lle 

o 

I!!:
:.> -" Peace on €arlit Wishing You & Your 

Families All the Warmth - PEACE -
The Endow's of the Season. 

Bob & Gladys Ikeda 
Peter, Phyllis, Katelyn, Nick The Hoang Family 

Bob & Sally Tanaka 

ITO FAMILY 
Tok, Lil, Rayne, Scott 

Warren & 
7 grandchildren 

Season.s Greetings 
THESHIMAS 

Bill, Dean & Mark 
Stockton 

Happy Holidays 
Kent, Gail & Kyle 

Ishimaru 

OPTOMETRY 

Mark Komure, O.D. 

2087 Grand Canal Blvd ., Suite 15 
Stockton, CA 95207 

P (209) 477-0296 
F (209) 478-7322 

Flinemi Home & Chapel- 141 65 N. Beckman Road - Lodi, CA 
Flineral Home - 831 IndliMrial Way - Lodi, CA 

Cemetery - Harney Lane at Highway 99 - Lodi, CA 

Lodi (209) 334-9613 Stock ton (209) 944-9898 

Proudly serving the Japa nese community in Lod i and Stockton since 1940 

FD 1657 7111Uw.cherokeememorial.coll1 FD 1672 

JAPANESE GROCERIES & GIFTS 

M- 10:00 am - 7:00 pm 
at. 9:00am - 6:00 pm 

sakuragroccrics yahoo.com 

Mat.uyama R~ .taurant 

Ja p a nese Cuisine 

Lodi: 209-368-3888 
Stockton: 209-952-0688 
Manteca: 209-825-0688 
Discovery Bay: 925-516-6298 
Tracy: 209-836-5888 
Livermore: 925 -454-1838 

TRUEX 
Jeff Toku naga, CPCU 
Principal 

INSURANCE P 209-477-1111 

c 209-482-8101 

6032 Pacific Ave. 
Stockton, CA 95207 
(209) 957-1378 

e JTokunaga@Truexins.com 

Lie. # OG80306 

Independently Owned 
& Operated 

2221 McHenry Ave., Suite "I" 
Modesto, CA 95350 

(209) 529-0447 
'1-faypy '1-lOii£ays from Our Staff 

Robert O. Endow Debra E. Hatanaka 
Roy Uyeda Kenny Tokunaga 
Tom Endow Cindi Zuiderduin 

Griselda Mariscal David Knodt 
Robert Byrne Melissa Solis 

Zachary Endow Miguel Melgoza 
Ryan Provencio 

In Loving Memory of Edwin T. Endow 
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Greetings 

Homer & Miyuki 

Season's Greetings 

Anderson 
Happy New Year! 

A VW11 Scott; &-
M Lkcv J CNVW' WWwuw 

and 

Yasui 
Yamada, P.C. 

5722 N. Omaha Ave 
Portland, OR 97217 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

11448 Rainier Av S. # 337 
Seattle, WA 98178 

Happy Holidays 
Dr. Shoun/Grace 

ISHIKAWA 
2842 SW Plum Circle 
Portland, OR 97219 

Terry Yamada 

J-(ayyy J-(ofldays! 

Jim & Amy 
TS'U (j.JfW.A 

~-
DAN I ELSONS 
~~a~ 

Hilltop Mall Oregon City 
Westwood Marketplace Milwaukie 

Mailing Address 
PO Box 2200 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

Office Location 

Direct: 503.655.9141 
Fax: 503.655.1214 
www.danielsons.net 

358 Warner Milne Rd., Ste G119 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

DANCES OF JAPAN 
CLASSICAL AND FOLK 
TEACHER - PERFORMER 

Sahomi Tachibana 
7425 S.w. Canyon Dr. 
Portland , OR 97225 

Happy Holidays! 

Rich & Yoko 
Iwasaki 

40 SW 147th PI 
Beaverton, OR 97006 

(503) 297-7582 

Happy Holiday! 

Kay Endo 
4423 SE Railroad Ave 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 

9755 SW Barnes Rd, Suite 675 
Portland, OR 97225 
503-227 -4586 
Fax 503-227-7044 
Email: tjy@aylawfirm.com 

Happy Holidays! 
Terry Yamada 

James & Susan Yamada 
Lauren & Steve 
Uppinghouse 

.Ho/'''py YfolidLzy sl 

Michelle K. Sugahiro 
Attorney at Law 
4664 S.E. King Rd 

Millwaukie, OR 97222 

Akemashite Omedeto 
Chip Larouche & 
Setsy Sadamoto 

Larouche 
Happy Valley, Oregon 

~~I 
K.urtis 8 Nieolas 

laouye 
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070 

I}{ayyy I}{o{idaysl 

Jean Matsumoto 
1300 NE 16th Ave #614 

Portland, OR 97232 

Happy Holidays and Best 

wishes for the New Year! 

Ralph & Jean 

Yamamoto & Family 

Happy Holidays! 

Hank & Juli Sakai 

4875 SW 78th Av #262 
Portland, OR 97225 

In fond memory of 

Bill Koida 
Oct. 12, 1936 - Aug. 27, 2016 

In fond memory of 

Joan Yasui Emerson 
1943 - 2016 

Happy Holidays! 
Herb & Etsuko 

Osaki 
12340 NE Hassalo St 
Portland, OR 97230 

J-fay'yy J-{o{iaays! 

Bill & Ida 
Sugahiro 

15063 SE Orchid 
Milwaukie. OR 97267 

Portland JACL 

* * Board Members * * 

Happy Holidays! 

Bob & Racheal 
Inouye 

10655 NW Flotoma Dr. 
Portland, OR 97229 

Scott Sakamoto 

When you NEED 

Tletppy Tl~y. 
Chris & Susan 

Leedham 
5919 Bay Point Drive 

Lake Oswego, OR 97035 

Websites and Marketing ~1:i.P.j~~~~~ 
that WORK for YOU 

... not the other way around 

o 

CAPTAIN HARDY & 
THE B LACK SHIP SCROLL . 

- October IS, 20 1 6 - January I S , 20 17 -

Currently on exhibit at our Japanese American history museum! 

Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center 
121 NW 2nd Avenue. Portland. OR 97209 

info@oregonnikkei.org I 503-224-1459 

www.oregonnikkei.org 

Facebook & Twitter! 

In fond memory of 

"Ned" Takasumi 
July 29 1925 - March 20 2016 

Happy Holidays! 

Kirk, Judi & Zoe 
Tambara 

1205 NE 158th Ave 
Vancouver, WA 98684 

In Fond Memory 

of 

"Nobi" 

Masuoka 

April 21, 1925 

August 5, 2016 

Happy Holidays! 

C(')nni6? ~bsud::'? 
1316 SW Curry St 

Portland, OR 97239 

Rich Iwasaki Chip Larouche Setsy Larouche 

Loen Dozono 
Rich Iwasaki 
Setsy Larouche 
Ken Ono 
Hank Sakai 
Gregg Takashima 
Fran Toyooka 

Chris Lee Susan Leedham Lynn Longfellow 
Connie Masuoka Verne Naito Jeff Selby 

Sho Dozono 
Lily Kageyama 
Connie Masuoka 
Tomoko Ono 
June Arima Schumann 
Melissa Takasumi 
Jim Tsugawa 

Kirk Tambara Heidi Tolentino 
Marleen Wallingford Jean Yamamoto 

** Millennium Club Members ** 
Chip Larouche 

** Life Members ** 
Kay Endo 
Jim Kamikawa 
Jean Matsumoto 
Kevin KOyama 
Marilyn Sholian 
Linda Tamura 
George Watanabe 

Tom Fujii 
James Kennedy 
Sam Naito 
Larry Richardson 
Alice E.Sumida 
Calvin Tanabe 
HomerYasui 

Toshio Inahara 
Tom Kuge 
Verne Naito 
Kelly Saito 
Carol Suzuki 
Linda Tanaka 
Miyuki Yasui 
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Kurtis Inouye 
Chip Larouche 
James Nakadate 
Edwin Sasaki 
Robert Suzuki 
Gary Terusaki 



PACIFIC CITIZEN 
123 Ellison S. Onizuka St., Suite 313 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Tel: (213) 620-1767 

Email: pc@pacificcitizen.org 
Website: www.pacificcitizen.org 

© 2015-2016 The Pacific Citizen newspaper 
(lSSN: 0030-8579) is published semimonthly 

(except once in December and January) by the 
Japanese American Citizens League. Pacific 

Citizen 
123 Ellison S. Onizuka St., Suite 313 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Periodical postage paid at Los Angeles, CA 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
National JACL, 

1765 Sutter St.. San Francisco, CA 94115 
OFFICE HOURS - Mon.-Fri .. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Pacific Time 

Annual subscription rates: JACL 
MEMBERS: $12 of the national dues provide 

one year on a one-per-household basis. 
NONMEMBERS: 1 year - $50 payable in 
advance. Additional postage per year -

$50 International Delivery. (Subject to change 
without notice.) Periodical postage paid at 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Permission: No part of this publication may 
be reproduced without express permission of 
the publisher. Copying for other than personal 
or internal reference use without the express 

permission of P.C. is prohibited. 

Executive Editor: 
Allison Haramoto 

Contributing Editor: 
George T. Johnston 
Business Manager: 

Susan Yokoyama 
Circulation Manager: Eva Lau-Ting 

Production Designer: Marie Samonte 
Production Assistant: Cindy Siu 

NEWS AD DEADUNE FRIDAY 
BEFORE DATE OF ISSUE. 

Editorials, news and the opinions 
expressed by columnists other than 

the national JACL president or national 
director do not necessarily reflect 
JACL policy. Events and products 
advertised in the Pacific Citizen do 

not carry the implicit endorsement of 
the JACL or this publication. 

We reserve the right to edit articles. 

Pacific Citizen Editorial Board: Gil Asakawa, 
chairperson; open, EDC; Jody Mitori, MDC; 

Joy Goto, ceDC; Jim Duff. NCWNPDC; 
Chip Larouche, PNWDC; Rhianna Taniguchi, 
IDC; John Saito Jr., PSWDC; Juli Yoshinaga, 

youth rep. 

JAPANESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE 

1765 Sutter St., San Francisco, CA 94115 
Tel: (415) 921-5225; Fax: (415) 931-4671 

Founded in 1929, JACL is the nation's oldest 
and largest Asian American civil and human 

rights organization with a 10,000 membership 
base. JACL has 112 chapters nationwide, 
three regional offices, a Washington, D.C., 
office and a national headquarters in San 

Francisoo. JACL's mission is to secure 
and uphold the human and civil rights of 

Japanese Americans and all Americans while 
preserving our cultural heritage and values. 

National Board 
President: Gary Mayeda; VP General 

Operations: Michelle; VP Public Affairs: 
Jeffrey Moi; VP Planning and Development: 
Matthew Farrells; VP Membership: Colleen 
Morimoto; SecretaryITreasurer: Alan Nishi; 

National Youth/Student Council Chair: 
Kota Mizutani; NYISC Youth Representative: 

Kenji Kuramitsu 

District Governors: Carol Kawase, 
NCWNP; Roberta Barton, CCDC; Michelle 
Yamashiro, PSW; Sheldon Arakaki, PNW; 

Janet Komoto, IDC; Betsy Sato, MDC; 
Scott Nakamura, EDC 

National Headquarters 
Interim Executive Director: Bill Yoshino; 
Interim Associate Director: Stephanie 

Nitahara; Business Manager: 
Matthew Walters; Membership Coordinator: 
Mariko Fujimoto; MembershipAJata Entry: 
Tomiko Ismail; Bookkeeper: Mei Kuang 

Regional Offices 
Midwest District: Bill Yoshino, director; 

Northern California-Western Nevada/Pacific 
District: Patty Wada, director; 

Pacific Southwest District: 
Stephanie Nitahara, director 

A season to remember, indeed. Frankly, it's been 
one roller-coaster year for the Pacific Citizen, as 
we put on our seatbelts in January and prepared 

to speed along a bumpy track in order to survive the 
year. We had several turns and drops along the way, but 
as 2016 comes to a close, 1'm grateful to say that we have 
survived the ride thus far - and it's all due to you, our 
devoted JACL members and readers. 

July's National Convention was make or break for the 
P. C, as we were faced with a proposed budget that would 
essentially render it impossible to realistically continue. 
But to the rescue JACL leadership and members came! 

Never have I been so visibly touched by the amount 
of support and ideas that flooded our convention stay. 
The P. C was invigorated with people working hard to 
ensure our longevity. A huge thank you to everyone who 
stepped in and voiced aloud that this newspaper must 
continue, no matter the cost. 

The summer also saw a digital rollout of the P. C, and so 
far, the compromise of offering print and digital thanks 
to a passed surcharge that will take effect in the new year 

Executive Order 9066 at 75 .................... 8 
By George T. Johnston 

Letter From the President ..................... 13 
By Gary Mayeda 

Paying It Forward ..................................... 16 
By Connie K. Ho 

The Value of Family Reunions .............. 22 
By Gerald Yamada 

The Price of Freedom ............................... 28 
By Alissa Hiraga 

Estate Planning for the Holidays .......... 31 
By Staci Yamashita-lida 

Fighting for What I Know Is Right ....... 32 
By Amelia Huster 

Year in Review 2016 ............................... 35 

is satisfying all of our 
readers. 

Today, we're finally 
on the right course. 
The P. C is looking 
at 2017 with much 
hope. We've got a 
plan in place, and it's 
working, thanks in 
part to the support 
of everyone around 
us, including the 
endless assistance 
we get from all of the JACL 
chapters that solicited ads for this year's Holiday Issue. 
We appreciate you all ... 

So to the P. C staff, let's push up our sleeves, hop on in 
and get our seatbelts strapped. Let's take this ride again! 

- Allison Haramoto, 
Executive Editor 

Feelings Remembered and 
Not Forgotten ............................................. 36 
By Diana Morita Cole 

A New Model ............................................... 42 
By Rob Buscher 

National and Community News ............. 44 

Our Country Is at an 
Ethical Crossroads .................................... 50 
By Matthew Ormseth 

Age-Friendly Communities ..................... 51 
By Ron Mori 

What I Will Remember This Season .... 55 
By Marsha Aizumi 

Remembering Mr. Miyagi ....................... 56 
By George T. Johnston 

The Karate Kid II at 30 ............................. 57 
By George T. Johnston 

Looking Back on 2016 ............................. 63 
By Gil Asakawa 

In Memoriam 2016: 

Tributes and Obituaries .......................... 68 

Alameda ............................. 47 New England ......................... 26 Snowflakes ........................... 46, 51 
Arizona ............................... 61 Olympia ................................ 48 Sonoma County ........................ 54 
Berkeley ............................. 64 Omaha .................................. 49 St. Louis ..................................... 54 
Boise Valley ........................ 47 Pocatello-Blackfoot ............. 61 Stockton .................................... 02 
Chicago .............................. 11 Portland ................................ 04 Twin Cities ................................. 27 
Cincinnati ...... 111 ...... 111 ......... 49 Puyallup Valley ..................... 33 Venice-West LA 1111111 .................. 07 
Clover ................................. 26 Reno ...................................... 26 Ventura County ......................... 06 
Contra Costa ...................... 30 Riverside ............................... 47 Wall of Fame ............................. 52 
Dayton ................................ 07 Sacramento .......................... 07 Wasatch Front North ................ 07 
Detroit ................................ 26 Salinas Valley ....................... 48 Washington, D.C ........................ 54 
Eden Township ................... 12 Salt Lake City ....................... 48 Wisconsin .................................. 49 
Florin ................................... 34 San Diego ............................. 26 
Fresno ................................. 30 San Fernando Valley ............ 19 DISTRICT COUNCILS: 

San Francisco ...................... 60 
San Jose ............................... 27 
Santa Barbara ...................... 26 
Seattle ..................................... 48 
Sequoia ................................... 48 
Silicon Valley .......................... 48 
Snake River ............................. 49 

Greater L.A. Singles ........... 33 
Holiday Helpers ................... 70 
Idaho Falls .......................... 34 
Lodi ...................................... 49 
Mile-Hi .................................... 14 
Monterey Penisula ................ 34 
Mount Olympus ..................... 54 

CCDC ......................................... 34 
EDC ............................................ 54 
MDC ........................................... 26 
Intermountain .............................. 27 
Pacific Northwest ....................... 47 
Pacific Southwest ...................... 49 

PACIFIC. CITIZEN HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 5 



Season.s Greetings 

KEITH and SHARON 
Happy New Year from 

PL4snc.~& 
RECONSTRucnvE S VFf(;ERY 

the Oxnard Buddhist Temple! 

HARADA 
See you soon! Eow ' 

In gassho, CAN 'BOAlID Of PLAsTIc SURGElty 

Season's Greetings 
Takuji Tanaka 
Yachiyo Jennie 

Sakamoto-Tanaka 
p.o. Box 607 

Port Hueneme, Ca. 
93044·0607 

Noby Reidell 

fJtett,t 

o ho !,\ Tonyo, . . ' . . ... 
A by. and Miko j 

Rev. Masanori Watanabe & the OBT Sangha 
250 South H St. , Oxnard , California 93030 
Tel. (805) 483-5948 
Website : www.oxnardbuddhisttemple.org 
Email: mail@oxnardbuddhisttemple.org 

John, Caro l, 
David and Lisa 

Asari 

. (805) 485-8302 
FAX (805) 485-7027 
jyncoinc@aol.com 

VISION ANALYSIS 
CONT ACT LEN SES 

Member 

,1111. 
' IIII~ 

American Optometric 
Association 

JULIE HIRAISHI 
Broker 

Cell: (805) 377·3665 

10# 00937746 

(805) 987-4746 
(805) 987·2366 Fax 

P.O. Box 1532 
3615 E. Las Posas Rd. F·1 58 

Camarillo, CA 9301 1 

~Pfl~:!t 

InolJ'fe , , fj:, 
Dr. Kevin K. Hirano 

OPTOMETR IST 

troshi's Hair fDesign 

~
36. 39 LAS POSAS RD. Ste E 125 

CAMARILLO. Ca. 93010

4 
James y. 'J£aRgmura Co., 1nc. 

MANICURIST 
HAIRSTYLING 

. FOR MEN AND WOMEN 

987-6240 GARY Y. NAKAMURA 

LEXUS 

D C H OX~~RD 
Delivering Customer Happiness· 

NEW • PRE-OWNED • SERVICE • PARTS 

1640 AUTO CENTER DRIVE • ROSE AVE. EXIT OFF THE 101 
(805) 988-8500 

www.lexusofoxnard.com 
~'U~1iJPY Wotid'1~/S 

'~Jf~;-V:ntura County JACL would like to thank our 
Chapter Supporters and Holiday Issue Advertisers.~ 

."" Your generous support helps fund our scholars lll~ ... 
awards and sustain our cultural and communit~~ems. 

~,...on~~ 
Chuck, Amy, Cote, 

and Laura Kuniyoshi 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Ventura County 
JACL web site 

www.vcjacl.org 

5900 N. ROSE AVENUE 
P.O. BOX 1172 

OXNARD. CA 93032 

31 85 OLD CONEJO ROAD 
NEWBURY PARK. CA 91320 

congratUlates the 2016 
Scholarship Awardees 

Dr_ Tom Taketa 
"emorial Scholarship 

Caitlin Takeda 

Scholar Award 
Kazuhiro Fujita Gabrielle Paredes 

Danielle Bain Lisa Perrett Brittney Wilson 

I----------L------------i James Kakazu Memorial Scholarship 

· l\j\~a"s I'.IODllltfJlI outstan~~~:h~:h:~:r Award ~~i1 ',6 Kevin Label Kameran Morl 
Sachi Tan Kristin Yamane 

)l ~'''Y Oh~/lItllll(. )I~~~py Holltll/jlsl( 
god BI,ss O~1 710ops 'T ~' d ' 

10 our len Sin 
Judith Tanaka Insurance Services Ventura an Riverside JAQ 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066 AT 75: 
Will the Japanese American Experience 

Trump a Repeat of History? 
Talk of a blanket ban on the immigration of Muslims to the U.S. and the possible creation 

of a Muslim registry has many revisiting the injustices set upon J4.s 75 years ago. 
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"There was a well-known 
political scientist of my fa­
ther's generation who wrote 
about the idea of the Garrison 
State. He did some historical 
analysis and felt that democ­
racy was a strong system, but 
one of its weaker points was 
in a crisis, folks forgot about 
the Bill of Rights, they forgot 
about constitutional protec­
tions and they were willing to 
give up some basic rights if it 
meant they felt more protected 
from an outside, maybe some­
what mysterious or foreign 
threat. 

"So, this notion of the Gar­
nson State (Editor's Note: 
Harold Lasswell originated 
the concept, but it was Louis 
Smith who applied the concept 
to the erosion of democracy 
in his 1951 book "American 
Democracy and Military 
Power") in a democracy, if 
people feel panic or feel that 
their safety personally or 
that of the country is jeopar­
dized, they are willing to give 
up rights, even before there 
is a reasoned discussion of 
what the threat is and how it 
might be best to combat [it]. 
I thought that was an effective 
idea, both to understand what 
happened to Japanese Ameri­
cans in the 1940s, but also in 
terms of a caution about what 
we might be careful of today. 

"People have got to reflect 
on what was done and how it 
worked out. Maybe that can 
steer us away from policy de­
cisions that are too extreme, 
really not effective cost-wise 
or security-wise. I don't want 
to see the citizenry rush to 
support something they feel 
might protect them but IS 
actually not doing what it 
purports to be doing." 

Activist~ historian and 
researcher 

"Well, we keep saying, 'Nev­
er again,' right? They said that 
about the Holocaust, and they 
said that about our incarcera­
tion and forced removal - but 
then how come the Patriot Act 
got passed? To me, that's a 
big boo-boo on the part of 
the government again. They 
acknowledged it was a mistake 
to treat us in World War II the 
way they did, and yet there is 
a provision in the Patriot Act 
that says anybody under sus­
picion of disloyalty can be 
apprehended and be held for 
indefinite detention. That just 
doesn't make sense to me. 

"I think we have to let 
our young folks know this 
exists. That's why it could 
happen, say, to the Muslims, 
for example. I just don't under­
stand how President (Barack) 
Obama could have signed the 
Patriot Act. I was really quite 
horrified about that. 

"I'm very fearful about our 
volatile new president, and 
I have a feeling that he has 
advisers who feel that what 
happened to Japanese nation­
als and Japanese Americans 
in World War II was justified. 
I am so afraid his brilliant 
advisers might want to win 
Mr. Trump over, and it could 

IN-DEPTH 

happen again to some other 
minority groups." 

Actor (Mike Masaoka in 
the stage play "Allegiancen 

and Gordon Hirabayashi in 
the stage play "Hold These 
Truthsn

) 

"It's troubling, right? Just 
the fact that Donald Trump 
got elected, basically on a 
platform of open xenophobia 
and anti-immigrant sentiment. 
The amount of hate crimes that 
are popping up after his elec­
tion are an indication of the 
impact of that kind of rhetoric 
that it has on people who are 
fearful and have had their fears 
stoked and then therefore are 
in a mode of scapegoating and 
blaming of others. 

"I think that that's an imme­
diate negative impact and end 
result of Trump having been 
elected, even though he lost the 
popular vote by such a large 
margin, which only says to me 
that he doesn't in fact reflect a 
majority opinion." 

The Pacific Citizen: Have 
we learned? 

"I feel clearly that we have 
not, only in the sense that there 
are calls from politicians to ap­
prove Muslim registries or talk 
about registering people who 
are coming into the country 
for surveillance. Those kinds 
of things are the gateway into 
registries for American citi-

zens who attend mosques or AcademyAward-nominated 
who are Muslim or Arab. screenwriter(2006~s "Letters 

"I think that a mass incarcer- From Iwo Jiman
) 

ation is unlikely. The amount "I do believe there are 
of fear and the war hysteria and striking parallels between 
the lack of political leadership, how Japanese Americans 
whileallbeinginplace-Ifeel were viewed in the 1940s 
that that's one firewall I think 
people, by and large, would be 
horrified by, the setting up of 
concentration camps again. 

"That being said, that's 
what's troubling about all the 
anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim 
rhetoric - we're essentially 
in an active war situation in 
the Middle East, and there is a 
constant sense of terror. All the 
circumstances and all the kin­
dling are in place, so if some­
thing catastrophic like 9/11 
were to happen again, there's 
no telling what could happen. 

"That's one thing about 9/1l. 
It occurred at a time when we 
didn't have this current atmo­
sphere, and we didn't have a lot 
of bigotry and xenophobia and 
active wars in the Middle East, 
so if something terrible were 
to happen, then who knows 
how quickly and how easily 
people could be swayed over 
into being OK with something 
terrible - could it be concen­
tration camps again? - and 
I want to hope not, but I don't 
underestimate the power of 
fear rhetoric. It's certainly 
troubling." 

and how Muslim Americans 
or people of Middle Eastern 
descent are viewed today. 
In the 1940s, E.G. 9066 gave 
rise to a hysteria of fear against 
Japanese Americans. Today, 
we've been led to believe 
that all acts of terrorism 
are committed by Muslim 
extremists, but the number of 
terrorist acts committed by 
Islamic extremists since 9/11 
is far less than the number of 
terrorist acts committed by 
non-Muslims such as right­
wing extremists. 

"In his fear-fueled presi­
dential campaIgn, Donald 
Trump proposed a Muslim 
registry and travel restrictions 
on citizens of Muslim coun­
tries, so I believe that some 
variation of Executive Order 
9066 could be enacted under 
his presidency. I do worry that 
the proliferation of 'fake news' 
specifically designed to be 
incendiary to bait clicks and 
followers is similar to what 
was seen in the 1940s for the 
purpose of dehumanizing 
people of Japanese descent. 

"Overall though, I am 
cautiously optimistic. I don't 
think that today it would 
be possible to come to a point 
where Muslims in America 
would be interned, especially 
with today's ACLU 

"So, while racism is clearly 
alive and well today, I have 
faith that most of the country 
is more evolved than it was in 
the 1940s." 

Members of farm families await evacuation 
• by bus in Centerville, Calif., following the 

issuance of Executive Order 9066. 
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PHOTO: JACL 

Executive Order 9066, which was signed by Franklin D. Roosevelt on Feb. 19, 1942, forced nearly 120,000 Americans 
of Japanese ancestry - most of them U.S. citizens - from their homes and into federal detention camps scattered 
throughout Arkansas, Arizona, California, Arizona, Colorado, Utah and Wyoming. 

California assemblyman 
representing the 66th 
Assembly District of 
Los Angeles 

"Racial prejudice, wartime 
hysteria and the failure of polit­
icalleadership caused the un­
just incarceration of Japanese 
Americans during World War 
II. As Japanese Americans, we 
have a unique responsibility to 
speak out and denounce any 
attempt to repeat such injustic­
es against any other group. As 
the only Japanese American 
state legislator in California, 
I will fight to make sure that 
racism and fear-mongering 
during our country's war 
against terrorism does not lead 
to a Muslim registry or any 
other attempt to unfairly target 
loyal Muslim Americans." 

Attorney at law and ]ACL 
Washington representative~ 
1978-84 

"EO. 9066 is a constant 
reminder why we should get 
involved in politics. Where 
you live, how you live and if 
you live is based on politics, 
and certainly with EO. 9066, 
it was evidence against the 
Japanese Americans during 
WWII that if we would have 
had stronger political power 
or someone communicating 
that the Constitution was go-

ing to be negatively impacted 
by this action by the Executive 
branch, this would not have 
occurred. 

"Certainly with the new 
president coming in, there's 
always is going to be a degree 
of concern and uncertainty; 
that makes it even more impor­
tant that we become involved 
in politics. EO. 9066 is a 
constant reminder that we 
need to be involved." 

Professor~ Western State 
College of Law 

"I just recently gave a talk 
before the elections about re­
visiting [Fred] Korematsu and 
questions of race in the United 
States and all of the things, 
not just what Trump said, 
but Trump's appointees, his 
proposed secretary of defense, 
attorney general - all of those 
statements with regard to Mus­
lims and citizenship and de­
portation all make Executive 
Order 9066 and the Japanese 
concentration camps extreme­
ly relevant, just absolutely im­
portant today. It's unfortunate, 
but the 75th anniversary forces 
us to re-examine all the things 
that happened." 

The Pacific Citizen: Will 
what happened to Japanese 
Americans in WWII make a 
difference if a 21st-century 
version of E.O. 9066 was to 
occur? 

''Absolutely. It's still veryim­
portant. The manner in which 
Japanese Americans have 
been responsive to the sugges­
tions about registering Mus­
lims or mass deportations has 
been really important. That 
the Japanese can speak from 
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their own personal and family 
histories is really important." 

The Pacific Citizen: So, that 
is a difference between then 
and now? 

"I wish that there were more 
differences between then and 
now. But unfortunately, as I 
said, the title of my talk, 'Ko­
rematsu Revisited,' is, unfor­
tunately, not history. It would 
be nice if it were history and 
settled history, but so many of 
these issues are still with us. I 
today wish it were more his­

fun for us. But then when I saw 
my parents suffer when we 
came back, and we came back 
to nothing - it makes me feel 
so sad." 

torical and not relevant today." Former California state 

Painter 

"I tried to show everything 
through my art. That's why I 
do a lot of the Executive Order 
9066 paintings because every 
time I have a show, people 
always ask, 'What is this 
about?' 

The Pacific Citizen: There 
are still so many people who 
don't know ... 

"Right. And they would 
say, 'You mean that happened 
here?' It's just mind-boggling 
that people don't know any­
thing about it. My paintings 
have been in international and 
national shows, and there's 
always comments, since they 
have been getting awards, and 
they say, 'What is this about?'" 

The Pacific Citizen: So, 
this 75th anniversary means 
there's still work to do. 

"Yes. I am still painting 
away because there are still a 
lot of things that come up, hav­
ing gone through and lived in 
one of the camps. At that time, 
I thought it was fun because 
I was 3 years old, 3, 4, 5. It was 

assemblyman 

''As a former member of the 
state assembly, one of the inter­
ests that I had when I got elect­
ed was to find out who stood up 
against Executive Order 9066 
in 1942. I had heard that Ralph 
Dills was the only person who 
stood up against it, so I had my 
staff work with the Legislative 
Council to look up the records 
as to whether that was true or 
not. Not only was it true, there 
was one other person who also 
stood up against the Execu­
tive Order. At that time, they 
had a resolution in support of 
Executive Order 9066 for the 
state legislature back in 1942. 

"Ralph Dills voted no, and 
so did John Shelley, who was 
in the state Senate at that time. 

Joe Kobata owned a nurs­
ery in Gardena. Ralph Dills 
did not have enough money 
to pay for books and registra­
tion at UCLA. He got accepted 
there. So, Joe Kobata loaned 
him money and provided him 
a part-time job for the Christ­
mas holiday, Easter vacation 
and the summertime. Dills 
never forgot that. That was 
one of the reasons he voted 
no. They wanted to expel him 
from the Assembly. 

"One of the interesting 
things I found out about John 
Shelley was that in 1945, when 
Japanese Americans were be­
ing released from camp, this 
guy named George Hatfield, a 

state senator, introduced a res­
olution saying we don't want 
Japanese Americans back in 
California. So, the day that 
the resolution was going to be 
heard, [Shelley] went to Au­
burn, Calif., where some of the 
wounded Japanese American 
soldiers were being taken care 
of. He brought them to the state 
capitol and introduced them 
in the Senate Chamber when 
the resolution was going to be 
heard and introduced them 
as American soldiers who 
sacrificed and accomplished 
a tremendous amount of 
courage during WWII. They 
got a standing ovation. At 
the moment, George Hatfield 
walked up to John Shelley and 
said, 'You win.' That resolu­
tion never resurfaced." 

San Francisco public 
defender 

"Looking at the cabinet that 
Trump is appointing, I think 
that a lot of people are hoping 
that the rhetoric of his cam­
paign does not translate into 
policy - but looking again at 
the people who he's appointing 
in key positions in his cabi­
net and looking at their track 
records, it becomes very 
possible that we could see a 
repeat of the injustices that 
Japanese Americans suffered 
75 years ago. If these policies 
come to fruition, it will be a 
time for Japanese Americans 
to stand up. 

"Even though I wasn't in­
terned, my parents and grand­
parents' experiences are some­
thing that I grew up with, even 
though we didn't talk about it 
as much as when we were lit­
tle kids. With the redress and 
reparations movement, I think 
it made the Japanese commu­
nity band together around this 
issue like it never has before. 

"This will be a test. In a way, 
when an injustice has been 
done unto you and you sur­
vived it, you have an obligation 
to protect the next victims, and 
so there is this natural affinity 
between Japanese American 
communities and other com­
munities who are being target­
ed. Wejusthad a rally and sup­
port showing here for Muslims 
and others who are facing po­
litical persecution. It was very 
well attended. I don't think I've 
seen a rally like that in Japan­
town in the last 20 years." • 



HOLIDA Y GREETINGS 

GLENN AND LINDA 

YAMAMOTO 

Seasons §reetin8s 
iJ'rom 

May, Megan and Matt Nakano 
Chicago 

Happy Holidays 
Tad and Takaka, Jayce and Stanley 

TANAKA 
5427 North Clark St. 

Chicago, IL 60640 

"Happy Holidays" 
Bob and Jan Mita 

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year from 

T onko and Paul Doi - Chicago 
Laura Muraoka and Peter Izui - Chicago 

Tom and Verna Muraoka - Honolulu 
Grace Kido - Chicago 

In Memory of 

T omoye and Shiro Muraoka 
George Izui 

George Kido 
Mitsuji and Ritsue Doi 

Peace on Earth 

lAse 
Serving the greater Chicago/and community since 1946 

Spanning Generations and Bridging Cultures through 

Happy Holidays 

from Happy Holidays! 
Lisa Sloan 

Happy Holidays 
from 

'Tlie Yatafie 

familY Judy Tanaka 
& 

Cary Wong 

f"l\ YAMADA & ASSOCIATES, P.c. 
~ C E RTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

RICHAA D M. YAMADA, CPA. 

1720 Oak Avenue, Suite 20 I 
E anston, Ulinois 6020 1 

847 492-3 150 
Fax 47 492-31 51 
yal11ada@y-a.com 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Midwest Buddhist Temple 
435 West Menomonee Street 
Chicago, IL 60614 
312-943-7801 

M.(),....-I2()~1: 

CI:M.HI:I2", 
~ CI2I:MAT()I2IUM. 

5400 N. Pulaski Rd. 
Chicago, lL 

773-478-5400 

Full Service-Family Owned 
Your Neighbor Since 1902 

• senior social services • well ness programs Compassion Proud to Serve 
the Japanese Commu • cultural classes • community archives 

• community heritage & cultural events 

Chief Executive Officer - Michael Takada 
Board President - John R. Sasaki 

4427 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60640 773.275.0097 
www.jasc-chicago.org 

Season's §reetin8s 

Pat Yuzawa-Rubin 
Jack Rubin 

Seth & Emiko 
615 Lake Avenue 

Wilmette, IL 60091 
pat@ckrubin.us 

New York & Amache, Colorado 
Los Angeles, California 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
from 

1151 W Leland Avenue, Chicago IL 60640 
(773) 334-4661 buddhisttemplechicago.org 

A diverse, welcoming temple 

In Memory of 
HIRAO "SMOKY" SAKURADA 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

Tsune Nakagawa 
Chicago 

Season's §reetings 

Carol & Bill Yoshino 
1924 W. 'Farwe[[ ~A.venue 

Chicago, '1L 60626 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

Ron & Joyce Yoshino 
yosh44@aol.com and jyoshino@sbcglobal.nel 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 
From the Members of 

Chicago Nisei Post 1183 
The American Legion 

PEACE 

%w Year Wishes 
to Priends &' Community 

IN MEMORY OF MITZI SHIO SCHECTMAN 

Lary Schectman 
Chicago, Illinois 

-.........1.-­
I GHRIST -, r CHURCH 
... OF 

CHICAGO 

An Open & Affirming congregation 
of the United Church of Christ 

6047 N. Rockwell 
Chicago, IL 60659 
773 338 8170 
www.christchurchchicago.net 

Sunday Services 70:30 am 

Greetings from Livermore J CA 
Ryan and Lynn Harada Murashige 

Pat Aiko Amino· Y osh Amino· Alyse Azuma • Sandra Yasutake Connors 
Mariko Gallaga • Fumiko Gerlach· Miyoko Hattori· Annie Hayashi 

Mitsuru Hidaka • Yemiko Joan Higa • Shizuye Hikida • Barry Holcomb 
Matsue Pat Honda· Yosh Horibe • Yvonne Hyosaka • Susan Steel Ishida 

Yasuo Ishii· Roy Iwata· Mac Kawamura· Henry Kawanaga • Kie Kikuta 
Lloyd Kimura· Yuki Kumaki • Stanley Kushida • Tsuyako Liebmann 

Mary Maruyama· Hiromu Masumoto • Seiji Matsumoto· Seiichi Miyakawa 
Terumi Moriki· Peggy Takako Nakamura· Mabel Nemoto • Susan Nishioka 

Tsuyaka Kathy Oda • Sally Seiko Otsuji • Masato Ozaki· Robert Roth 
Akiko Saito· Machiko Sakai· Frank Sakamoto· Kenzo Tom Sakoda 
Ben Sakuma· Tad Sasamoto • Yoshiko Sekiguchi • Stanley Serikaku 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Stan Shigihara • Y oshiko Shiozaki • Catherine Shiraga • William Naburo Sugawara 
Edith Takaki· Kiyoko Takemoto· Rocky Taketoshi • Michael A. Tanabe 

Michiko Tanaka· Y oshitaka Tanaka· Sats Tanakatsubo • Hitoshi Tanigawa 
Lily Teraji • Roy Teshima· Jack Tono • Fumiyo Uchida· Lois Yamaguchi 

Gayle Yamaji • Alice E. Yamamoto· Hubert T. Yamane· Albert Yamashiro 
Marie Yamauchi· Toshio Yanagisawa 

In memory of these and other friends and neighbors who raised their families, 
contributed to their community, served their country, and enriched our lives. 

JAPANESE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY OF CHICAGO 
2249 W. Berwyn Avenue· Chicago, IL 60625-1118·773/907-3002 

FROM THE 

CHICAGO NIKKEI FORUM 
~ 
~, 

BRIDGING OUR COMMUNITIES 

Your source for news and events about Chicago's Nikkei Community. 

www.chicagonikkeiforum.org 

find us on 

HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 



(jreetings for the J{ouday Season 
The Art of Peace, Aikido 

Andrew M. Sato 
Chief Instructor ~ Aikido World Alliance 

AIKID O WORLD ALLIANCE® 
4512 N. Lincoln Ave. Chicago) IL 60625 
Ph: 773-784 4450 fx: 773 784 4405 
E-Mail: i\ikidoAlliance@yahoo.com 

www.aikidoworldalliance.com 

Happy Holidays HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
May 

TED KIT A Y AMA 
YAMAOKA 

MAY, JOEL, 

JUSTIN & MADDIE 
EI Cerrito, CA 

IN MEMORY OF 

LINCOLN AND MARY SHIMIDZU 
CHICAGO ,ACL PRESIDENT 1964, 1965 

J-{ayyy J-{o[ic[ays 
SHARON HARADA 

Livermore, CA 
?-fayyy uo{idays 

BARRY-REGENT 
flIJill .. ""Y 1)llY f~I..I~ilNI~llS 

JOHN SASAKI FAMILY 
Voted Chicago's #1 Cleaner 

Plant on Premises. All Services. Prompt Quality Work 
3000 Broadway, Chicago, Illinois 60657 

Phone: (773) 348-5510 

Season's y'reetings Happy Holidays 
Shig and Namie Gary and Judy 

Naito & Family Oda 
780 Glen Drive 1538 Gibbons Drive 

San Leandro, CA 94577 Alameda, CA 94501 

C}3est Wislies 
for tlie 1Vew crear 

The Sakaues 
NAGAFUJI ~~[Jj)~~@~~[Jj)~ 

Merry Christmas and 
Holiday Best Wishes SEASON'S GREETINGS! 

LISA, MARKUS, Ken & Ada G len and Georgene Digger, Agnes 
SABRINA & ALEX Yonemoto 

WALLGREN 3705 Tierra Vista PL NE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 

Happy Holiday Greet ngs 
Doctors, Dentists & Optometrists 

of Eden Township 

WILLIAM ASAI, D.D.S. 
33341 Alvarado-Niles Rd, Union City 94587/471-9300 

MIL TON DEEMER, D.D.S. 
148 Best Ave., San Leandro 94577 / 569-1740 

WILLIS GELSTON, M.D. 
13851 E. 14th St., San Leandro 94578 / 351-2100 

JOHN M. NEISHI, O.D. 
15070 Hesperian Blvd., #G, San Leandro 94578/276-8420 

GEORGE Y. TAKAHASHI, D.D.S. 
345 Estudillo Ave., San Leandro 94577 / 483-5111 

90t (l, 9/Ju, ..fdu:tiDn, 
oj tI~ G fl~60tJ.tJ 

Happy Holidays 

~ 
;;,=? 

ABACVS 
PRODU C TS 

N c. 

;M 
~;1r,,~ Greg Yoshii 
~~ A li Yoshij 

23155 Kidder Street 
Hayward, CA 94545 

Phone 5 10.785.9990 
Fax 510.264 .3484 

PRINT MANAGEMENT • PROMOTIONAl. PRODUas • WAAEHOUSING & DISTRIBlITION 

"Celebrating Jesus, 
the Real Meaning of Christmas" 

San Lorenzo 
Japanese Christian Church 

615 Lewelling Blvd., San Leandro, CA 94579 
(510) 483-9455 
www.slzjcc.org 

Worship with us Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
REV. ROD YEE REV. SUNAO SHIMADA 
REV. BRIAN TEKAWA REV. ERIC YATA 

PASTOR SCOTT SHIMADA 

12 HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

a Happy New Year! 

Eric Inouye Family 

Mele Kalikimaka a me ka 

Hau'oli M aka hiki Hou 

from the 

Sunday - April 30, 2017 
Kaleponi Strings 

"Ukulele Class 

DEARDORFF 
justin, jake, jessica, joshua, 

lan, Emmajean, Alice 

Happy Holidays 

Ted & Susan 
Tanisawa 

Japanese American Citizens League 

Officers 

President .................... ....... ... ......... ........... .. ..... Ron Sakaue 
Vice President ....................................................... Ed Oda 
Recording Secretary ......................................... Dean Seiji 
Corresponding Secretary ........................... Digger Sasaki 
Co-Treasurers ........................ Ted Kitayama, Shig Naito 
Membership .. ......................................... Diane Morimune 
1000 Club ............................................................... pending 
Scholarship ........................ Eden Scholarship Committee 
Official Delegates ......................... Robbin Kawabata and 

Fred Shi masaki 
J-Sei Representative ................. ... ......................... pending 
Holiday Issue/Pacific Cit izen ... ...................... Ron Sakaue 
Newsletter/Publicity ................ Roxanne Nomura-Wang 
Civil Rights/Hate Crimes ..................................... pending 

Eden Board of Di rectors 2016 - 201 7 

William Asai 
Kimi Kitayama 
Dean Selji 

J ames Takeuchi 
Daphne Hashimoto 

Robert Masuda 
Natalie Shew 
Robbin Kawabata 

Roxanne Nomura·Wang 
Diane Morimune 

&Rik 
Sasaki 

Ron G. Takahashi, D.D.S., M.D. 

WWW.NCFOS.COM 

George Y. Takahashi, D.D.S. 

Season's Greetings 
from 

EDEN SENIOR CENTER 
VOLUNTEERS 

710 Elgin Street • San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

Cowl Adachi Agnes Masuda Agnes Sasaki 
Keiko Allen Kumi Matsumoto Dick Sasaki 
Kathy Endo Michiko Matsumoto Fred Shimasaki 

Misae Cronin Isako Momono Coco Sibbel 
Toshi Hasegawa Janet Mitobe Matsuye Tani 

Sue Ishida Nami Naito Mary Wharton 
Sumi Ishida Shig Naito Toshiko Wildman 

Yone Ito Maureen Nakano John Yamada 
Fujiko Iwane Sunao Nakano Lillia Yamada 

Masako Higashi Jean Nakao Dorothy Yanagi 
May Kadoyama Miki Naruo Gayle Yanagi 

Claire Kaneshige Alice Neishi Alice Yokomizo 
Yo Kawabata Michi Nishimura Sally Yokomizo 

Gary Kawabata Jean Nomura Yuri Yokota 
Robbin Kawabata Lys Pence 

Yutaka Kobori Carole Samukawa 
Ruby Kuritsubo Masa Samukawa 

Joannie Mar Suzy Sakamoto 



LETTER 

~ .. ~.~.~ ................... . 
H

appy holidays everyone! The season of joy with family and friends is upon us. We count our 
blessings and wish for health and prosperity for all of our loved ones. 

As 2016 closes. we reflect upon our JACL chapters· accomplishments. Many chapters have 
finished pounding tons of mochi for our communities. rve seen videos. and the efficiency of how 

thousands of pounds of rice are steamed. pounded. cut. rolled and packaged looks like a professional operation. After 
all. we have been doing this for generations. From San Jose to Washington. D.C .• mochi from a JACL chapter with a 
tangerine on top will adorn homes allover the nation. 

This is just one example of how the JACL brings culture and community together across the U.S. It·s comfort food. and ifs amazing how we can 
spend hours sharing with others how we eat something so simple. Mochi toasted. grilled. with shoyu and sugar. kinako or daikon oroshi certaiuly tastes 
delicious, always leaving us wanting more later for a midnight snack. 

This is the fun that shares the stage with JACI;s core values of civil rights and education. 
Looking back. 2016 also brought us chilling news that a new presidential administration is thinking of using the Japanese American internment as 

a way to create a registry for Muslims entering the U.S. How can the darkest chapter in American history ever repeat itself? What can we as a JACL 
nation do to see that the country we love will not make the same mistake again? Education! 

This year. our staff. led by our Interim Executive Director Bill Yoshino and Interim Associate Director Stephanie Nitahara. was able to utilize a 
$165.000 grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. allowing us to reach and educate 72 teachers from throughout the U.S. 

JACL is uniquely positioned to combine our network of chapters that are engaged with the public to continue the message that the internment 
experience tore up over 120.000 lives. An apology and redress did not take away the pain. and we continue to discuss the impact of that dark period 
75 years later. 

With our materials already prepared by our own Education Committee. JACL can be the nation·s expert on an interactive educational experience at 
Manzanar. But we need money and manpower to get this message out. 

We need more volunteers to help with chapter events. We need more money to hire additional staff to get the job done. We couldn·t ask for a more 
dedicated National and Pacific Citizen staff. If I could. I would put at least two more people at every office and still want more growth. And to make 
that happen, we need more generosity to reach our goals. 

I am grateful to lead the JACL and am thankful to have the opportunity to earn the tmst of our members ever since I was elected as your national 
president in July at our National Convention. I am grateful to work with an amazingly talented JACL staff. I am grateful to meet so many passionate 
members across the country. This means that I must work harder to see that the mission of JACL is achieved - to be the premier civil and human 
rights organization in the U.S . 

Next year marks the 75th anniversary of the signing of Executive Order 9066. At July·s JACL National Convention in Washington. D.C .• we will 
be able to see this document and be reminded of how much E.O. 9066 changed and affected so many of our lives. 

Please join me in giving generously to JACL and help us find new members so that we as an organization can continue to secure and protect the 
civil rights of all communities. 

HArry mOLIDAYJ 
THANKS for 
reading 
the RAFU! 

Online subs 
as low as 
$50 a year! 

rafunews.com 
I 

~RAFU SHIM PC 

Sincerely} 

Gary Mayeda, 
jACL National President 

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL 
2017 TOUR SCHEDULE 

Australia-New Zealand Holiday Cruise (Carol Hida) WAITLIST.. Jan 28-Feb 14 
Sydney, Melbourne, Tasmania, Milford Sound, Dunedin, Akaroa/Christchurch, 
Wellington, Napier, TaurangalRotorua, Auckland. 

Charleston-Savannah-St. Augustine Holiday Tour (Carol Hida). . .Mar 19-25 
Charleston, Savannah City, Jekyll Island, St. Augustine. 

Japan Spring Countryside Holiday Tour (Emest Hida). . .Apr 14-24 
Tokyo, Nagano, Sado Island, Niigata, Sakata/Shonai, Yamagata, 
Aizu Wakamatsu, Ashikaga. 

New York Getaway Holiday Tour (Carol Hida). .Apr 27-May 1 
Big Apple, Greenwich Village, MaMA, limes Square, Ellis Island, 
Statue of Liberty, 9/11 Memorial and Museum, 2 Broadway ShoW'S. 

Ireland Holiday Tour (Elaine Ishida). May 1-10 
Dublin, Waterford, Blarney Stone, Killarney, Limerick, Galway, Kingscourt. 

China-Yangtze River-Hong Kong Holiday Tour (Carol Hida). . May 14-29 
Beijing, Yangtze River Cruise, Xian, Shanghai, Hong Kong. 

Grandparent-Grandchildren Japan Tour (Emest Hida) . . Jun 26-Jul 5 
Tokyo, Hakone, Atami, Hiroshima, Kyoto. 

Yellowstone-Tetons National Parks Tour (Elaine Ishida). Ju17-14 
Salt Lake City, Jackson Hole, YelioW'Stone, Grand Tetons, Park City. 

Hokkaido Summer Holiday Tour (Emest Hida) . . Jul 17-30 
Lake Akan, Furano, Asahikawa, Wakkanai, Sapporo, Lake Toya, 
Hakodate, Tokyo. 

So. Dakota-Mt. Rushmore Tour (Elaine Ishida). . . . Aug 25-31 
Rapid City, Mt. Rushmore, Custer State Park, Black Hills, Badlands. 

Eastern Canada Holiday Tour (Carol Hida). . Sep 6-14 
Montreal, Quebec, Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara Falls. 

Classical Japan Autumn Holiday Tour (Ernest Hida). . Oct 5-16 
Tokyo, Mt. Fuji, Yamanashi, Shizuoka, Nagoya, Gifu, Hiroshima, Kyoto. 

Japan Autumn Countryside Holiday Tour (Ernest Hida). . Oct 19-29 
Tokyo, Sado Island, Kanazawa, Amanohashidate, Tottori, Matsue, 
Tamatsukuri Onsen, Hiroshima. 

So. America Patagonia-Easter Island Holiday Tour (Ernest Hida). . Nov 7-22 
Buenos Aires, Ushuaia, Calafate(Perito Moreno Glacier), 
Paine National Park(Grey Glacier), Punta Arenas, Santiago, Easter Island. 

For more information and reservations, please contact: 

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL 
312 E. 1st Street. Suite 330 • Los Angeles. CA 90012 
Tel: (213)625-2232 • Email: americanholiday@atl.net 

(CST #200326-10) Ernest or Carol Hida 
Elaine Ishida (Tel: 714-269-4534) 

PACIFIC CITIZEN HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 



Happy Holidays 

KERRY AND LINDA HADA 

DENVER, CO 

"Those that touch our lives, 
=Ie stay in our heartsforever" ". 

• * ~,,\~ . ., ~:'f'.. .:;t .. 

* 
<><at~K -·· ID~ _Ii 
?:tt~ ~i~ * * ~~ * * * '~~~'A* • • 

~-----~* * * ~.... -- :lI~gb JACL * 
Wishingfor Peace and Goodwill to All as we 
Remember recent losses of our Friends and 

Loved Ones: 

Rose Kokubu Fujisaki (05106/1921 - 07/22/2015) 

James Hada (611811924 - 312412016) 

Herbert Hideyo Inouye (1111411928 - 3/312015) 

Daniel Yukio Iritani (8/2611925 - 512712016) 

Gladys Yuki Konishi (811411930 - 61312016) 

Ben Kuroki (5/ 16/1917 -111112015) 

lviariagnes Aya Medrud (41911925 - 41712016) 

Robert Sakaguchi (711811946 -111112015) 

Dr. Frank Fumio Sakamoto (12/2511924-
12/ 1212015) 

George "Joe" Sakato (1/19/1921 - 121212015) 

Terry Nishida Sato (10/411923 -10/ 19/2014) 

Rose Yasue Shibao (1212711924 - 61512016) 

Matilde "Tillie" Taguchi (517/1917 - 212412016) 

Dr. James Terada (21111930 - 8/2112015) 

Ruth Yoshiko Yamauchi (6/26/1915 - 412512016) 

Sea4<JH, 'a- t:J~ 

Gary & Deb Yamashita 

Broomfield, CO 80020 

SHIN NEN OMEDETOO GOZAIMASU 

Harue Louise Okamoto Kelly 
8019 Lowell Boulevard 

Westminster, Colorado 80031 

Wishing all a 
Joyous New Year 

]i-om our offices at Sakura Square 

Kiyota Greenhouse, Inc. 
Family Owned Since 1959 

Have a Happy and Prosperous New Year 

Roger, Susan, Mayrene and Dale 

12020 Weld County Road 21-1/2 
Fort Lupton, CO. 80621 

Gil Ala awe 

Tri-State Buddhist Temples 
1947 Lawrence St. Phone: (303) 295-1844 

Denver, Colorado 80202 Website: www.tsdbt.org 

Brighton Buddhist Sangha 
Denver Buddhist Temple 

Ft. Lupton Buddhist Temple 
Greeley Buddhist Temple 
laJaral Alamosa Sangha 

Sedgwick Buddhist Temple 

Rev. Doei Ed Fujii, Head Minister 
Rev. Diana Thompson, Minister 

7-feafth &;: 7-fappfneSS 
ANN O. NAKAMURA, D.D.S. 

MICHAEL A. NAKAMURA, D.D.S. 

New Office Address: 
7913 Allison Way, Suite 202 

Arvada, CO. 80005 
Telephone: (303) 425-4253 

Allstate Migaki Insurance Agency 

Shelley Migaki 

10881 VV. Asbury Avenue, Suite 225 

Lakevvood, Colorado 80227 

303-421-9702 

Best Wishes to All This Holiday SeasOl 
Frances Kawamura Hamai 

8151 Stuart Street 
Westminster, Colorado 80031 

Best Wishesfor the New Year! 
Charmaine, Michael & Sean Palmer 

Boulder, Colorado 

J-{ayyy J-{ofiday & 
~est Wisfis for 20171 

Japanese Al11erican 

Association of Colorado Sonoda's Restaurant 
1215 19th Street, Suite A 

Denver, CO 80202 

President - Calvin Hada 
1 st Vice President - Kent Kuroda 

2nd V ice President - Shigeo Kimura 
Vice President, Community Affairs - Kimiko Side 

109 Years Serving Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Community 

HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 PACIFIC CITIZEN 

3108 S. Parker Rd., Ste. D-l 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Phone: 303-337-3800 
Fax: 303-750-5567 

We bsite: www.aurorasonodassushi.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sonoda8urora 



l}{oCiday §reeting5 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS HoLIDAY CHEERS Happy Holidays 

Mountain Pacific travel 7fN'U# s~ & flfJ-ril'Ute Eiji & Fumiko 
from Horiuchi mountainpacific@msn.com ~ Wayne & Chris (303) 837-9233 825 S. Glencoe St. 

Carrol & Dean Tsutsui Denver, Colorado Denver, CO 80246 

ITANO 'May Peace and Tranqui(ity In Loving Memory of Peace to r.A.(D 
Prevai{ Throu8hout the Wor[d! 1995 Dartmouth Ave. S am & Ruth Suekama 

Boulder, CO 80305 Ruby A. Mayeda 
(303) 499-4248 Mike Shibata Jane & Kent Kano 

FOR 

Ha ppy Hal idays from 
alii of us at APDC] 

WWW.APDC.ORG 

M rrr ll1IOUDIfr J~ 

Frances Furukawa 
580 South Poplar Way 

Denver, CO 80224-1557 

from 

U'PTON JACL 
Fort Lupton, Colo·rado 

lJest Wishes in the New }fear 

Farmers' Insurance Group 

Seiji Tanaka Agency 
8120 N. Sheridan Blvd., Ste. #B-308 

Westminster, CO 80003 
303-427 -7906 

Please contact usfor Health Insurance 

Happy Holidays! 

Pat Hayashi 

Season's Greetings 

Bob & Kiyo 
Fujimoto 
5847 Union Street 
Arvada, CO 80004 

IHJ<JJ~~:W IHJ@~ijqjJ<ill~~ tt1-~ 1,2;~~1i W\UU~~~~~ 

Japanese American Community Graduate Program & 
"Go for Broke" Golf Tournament Committees 

P.O Box 13665 

Denver, CO 80201-3665 

www.jacgp.com 

IN MEMORY OF TOM MASAMORI 

Lil and Susan Masamori 
2010 Lamar Street 

Edgewater, CO 80214-1048 

Season's Greetings 

Gene & Kimiko 
Side 

225 S. Grape Street 
Denver, CO 80246 

Holiday Greetings 
Best Wishes for a Wonderful Holiday Season 

Jane K. Hada 
3535 Owens St. 

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033-5571 

MERRY CHRISTMAS - HAPPY NEW YEAR 

In Memory of Dr. Frank F. Sakamoto 

T oshiko K. Sakamoto 

6423 South Dallas Court 

Englewood, Colorado 80111-5348 

(303) 974-5264 

Asian Chamber of Commerce 

Clarence Low 
President 

J-Iappy 
J-IoUday..6 

~ 

"New Year 

From 

TAGAWA 
4i~~ L. n~ 

your store ~ 
and so much more 

1--------------------1 924 W. Colfax Ave. C HAPP'Y.HO'L,IDAVS' 

IHlolida:y Lanes 
10350 W, Colfax Ave 
La~ewood , CO 80215 
303-238-004,07 
303~238·4376 FAX 
www.holida.ylal1€:soo.oom 

Bow~jng, BUUards't Restalilirant, l .oungle' 
Derrick & Amber Fos:seU: 

Suite 104-G 
Denver, CO 80204 
(303) 595-9737 Office 
(303) 679-2773 Direct 
President@ACCColorado.org 
www.ACCColorado .org 

Asian Chamber of Commerce 

Season's Greetings 
from 

BOB & JOANNA 

SAKATA 
P.o. Box 508 

Brighton, Colorado 80601 

Best Wishes for the Holidays 
Pacific Mercantile Company 

• .. 7$ 

FINEST ASIAN 
FOOD & GIFTS 
MON - SAT 9 AM - 6 PM 

SUNDAY 9 AM - 2 PM 

CLOSED HOLIDAYS 

1925 LAWRENCE ST. DENVER, CO 80202 
PHONE: 303-295-0293 FAX: 303-295-2753 

WWW.PACIFICMERCANTILE.COM 
ARIGATO - THANK YOU 

Happy Holidays 
from Donna H. Hansen 

303.949.3393 
donnasmojo@gmail.com 

DONNAHANSEN.NET 

Sea4<m4,~ 

Richard Hamai 
333 East 16th Avenue #613 

Denver, Colorado 80203 

Work aruCPrayfor Peace 

Mary Ann Amemiya 

In Loving Memory of 

Noriko Takahashi (1925 - 2011) 

• Happy Holidays 
from the Iritani Family 

Mark, Patra, Matthew & Megan 

"If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten 

that we belong to each other." 

- Mother Teresa 

May 2017 be a year of peace, justice, love, and solidarity. 

Blessings, 

Kathryn, Sue, Grace and Mateo 



IN-DEPTH 

PAYING IT FORWARD: 
An official ceremony led by the 

mayor of Laval-sur-Vologne, 
Rene L'Homme, dedicated the 

memorial to Yohei Sagami. 

6WJtAM ~ GMJt 6 iN~ iMI HOit{)Jv ~ tlw PMt 

Herve and Sylvie 

Claudon keep the 

memory of the 442nd 

and 1 DOth alive in 

Bruyeres, France. 

By Connie K. Ho, 
Contributor 

B
arbara Berthiaume could finally 
put a name to the place. It was 
2014, and she had arrived in 
Bruyeres, France, in search of 

the story of her uncle, Yohei Sagami. Herve 
Claudon, a native of Bruyeres, had figured 
out the site where her uncle had died during 
World War II, and there was going to be a 
ceremony held in his memory. 

Berthiaume had lived in Europe for 17 
years and knew that her uncle was killed 
there, but her mother never talked about 
it. In 2013, she went to hear a talk about 
Bruyeres at the Nisei Veterans Committee 
Memorial Hall in Seattle and figured out that 
her uncle might have been killed there during 
the war. She subsequently ernailed Claudon, 
who connected her with George Sakato, a 
veteran who was living in Denver and had 
been at Bruyeres with her uncle when he died. 

On the day of the ceremony in Bruyeres, 
Sakato sent a letter. 

Since [IJ received the Medal of Honor in 
2000, I have had the privilege of being able 
to speak to schools, veterans and service or­
ganizations about my wartime experiences. 
It has been important to me that people 
know what was going on at the time of war 
for the Japanese American people. 

I am sure many of you in France are 
more aware of the 442nd and the lOOth 
than many here in the USA. Yohei Sagami is 
always among the first stories I tell. 

It was our first day of real battle. We did 

not know what incoming and outgoing artil­
lery sounded like. Yohei was sitting on the 
ground, and I was standing near him as we 
were talking. Suddenly, BOOM! Suddenly, 
I was several feet away from where I was ini­
tially. I picked myself up and looked back at 
Yohei and realized he had been hit. I rushed 
over and tried to stop the bleeding, but the 
shrapnel had hit his jugular, and I could not 
stop the bleeding. He died in my arms. 

I believe that he was the first Nisei to be 
killed in France. He was definitely my first 
friend to die in the war. I carry his memory 
and memories of all the other boys I lost in 
the war. 

During my talks, I always want people to 
know that I am not a hero. But I proudly 
wear the Medal of Honor as a tribute to all 
those who did not come home from the war. 

You can imagine how surprised I was to 
hear that YoheFs niece wanted to come to 
Colorado to meet me. I was flooded with 
memories of that fateful day, and memories 
of all my old friends. I began to think about 
why we went to war. We felt it was important 
to prove that we are loyal Americans and to 
fight for our country, but more important 
that we were willing 
to give up our lives 
for our children and 
our family's children 
would have a better 
life and future. 

Meeting Barbara 
and her husband 
validated that our 
"Going for Broke" 
was worthwhile. I 
know Yohei would 
be touched that his 
family and their 
children remember 
and honor him. I am 
proud of them, and I 
am proud to be part 
of this celebration of 
Yohei today. 

16 HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 PACIFIC~ CITIZEN 

A permanent 
memorial is 
dedicated to 
the valor and 
memory of Yohei 
Sagami, who was 
killed in action in 
World War II. 



PHOTOS COURTESY OF BARBARA BERTHIAUME AND ANNE CASCALES 
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The two plaques of Joe Sakato 
and Saburo Tanamachi are on Hill 
617, the hill Sakato charged, which 
earned him the Medal of Honor. 
Saburo died in his arms, and 
Joe's last wish was for a plaque 
honoring Saburo be placed next to 
his. Herve Claudon organized the 
ceremony for Saburo and Yohei 
Sagami as well. 

The letter was a heartfelt tribute 
to her uncle, and Berthiaume was 
touched by the ceremony and the 
words of her uncle's friend. The 
next few days were packed with 
more activities. Along with the cer­
emony, Berthiaume was able to see 
some of the terrain and get a better 
understanding of what members 
of the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team might have experienced. 

"I had no grasp of the enormity 
- you could read about what great 
cost, but to go and see the side 
of the road and see hundreds of 
foxholes after 70 years that are 
clearly visible, you can't help 
but feel very moved," said 
Berthiaume. "Herve introduced 
me to many of the Free French, 
and it was a treat to meet them." 

This past October, Berthiaume 
returned to Bruyeres to attend a 
ceremony that Herve had orga­
nized with the mayor of Laval­
sur-Vologne to put up a granite 
commemoration of her uncle and 
a plaque for another soldier. 

"For the Japanese American 
community, I think it's espe-

\olont d 

IN-DEPTH 

cially important that we keep those 
connections alive; it could be an­
other page in reading a history 
book and helps put a real connec­
tion to family members that have 
served. Even for family mem­
bers who didn't serve, it's part of 
our Japanese American heritage. 
I think going to somewhere like 
Bruyeres helps you understand those 
sacrifices," said Berthiaume. 

Herve Claudon had long heard 
from elders about the Americans 
who had liberated the area in 1944. 

families have made the pilgrimage 
to the French village since. 

"Herve and Sylvie are by far the 
most passionate, gracious people 
I've ever met in my life - they are 
so passionate and so grateful and 
indebted to our Nisei soldiers," said 
Obayashi. 

Herve Claudon has about a doz­
en huge boxes of correspondence 
that he has worked on since he was 
a teenager. Around the 1980s, he 
began interviewing many of the 
Free French and documented their 

"I wanted to learn more about this experiences through audio and 
story that surely had changed their handwritten texts. 
lives," he said. 

Hideki "Dick" Obayashi and his 
wife were the first Japanese Amer­
ican visitors to make the trip to 
Vosges in 2010; they were met by 
the Claudons, who acted as guides 
and helped them trace the journey 
and the battles of the 442nd. 

"Some Niseis or their descendants 
wanted to see again or discover 
where a part of the story of the Japa­
nese Americans has been written," 
Herve Claudon said. 

The Claudons took the couple all 
over the village, from following the 
original march of the first troops 
that went into Bruyeres and the site 

of the Los Battalion to the fox-
holes and a church that still 

has the markings of bullet 
holes on its wall. From 
that first trip, Obayashi 
has traveled to Bruyeres 
almost every year. He 
told others about the 
trip, and it started a chain 
reaction where many 

His intense research extends to the 
locations of where soldiers might 
have perished, and he has diligently 
placed a marker in the spot where 
a soldier died to commemorate the 
memory of the individual. He is also 
knowledgeable of the Free French 
who are still alive and aims to con­
nect them with travelers when they 
arrive. Herve Claudon noted the im­
portance of introducing both young 
and old community members to the 
visitors who frequent Bruyeres. 

"We really noticed that our visi­
tors had really no idea [or a wrong 
one] how are the Vosges, the ground, 
the 'foxholes' (trenches), the forest 
but also the scenery," said Herve 
Claudon. "The Niseis have talked 
about a miserable country with bad 
weather, cold, etc. . .. Instead, they 
discover a very beautiful landscape 
with not especially bad weather and 
a peaceful resting place." 

He describes how the meetings 
between locals and visitors are his 
favorite part of the experience. 

Among those in 
attendance at 
the dedication 
ceremony 
were Laval-sur­
Vologne Mayor 
Rene L'Homme 
(left) and 
Yohei Sagami's 
niece, Barbara 
Berthiaume. 
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"You will always be able to see 
the battlefields but not the locals 
who were there in 1944. It's always 
happiness in these meetings even if 
there's sometimes tears to explain 
what had happened at that time," 
said Herve Claudon. "When Sylvie 
and I have proposed to some locals 
to welcome some Americans in 
their homes, all have immediately 
agreed. To us, it's the best reward to 
get friendship thanks to the saddest 
thing ever." 

The Claudons had the opportunity 
to visit the United States recently 
and were able to speak about their 
experiences in Bruyeres with groups 
in Honolulu, Los Angeles and Se­
attle. Much of the trip was funded 
by those who had visited them, and 
many of the venues were packed 
with attendees who wanted to hear 
their stories. They stayed in the 
homes of friends and tried out new 
cuisines at local restaurants. 

"[It was] a [once-in-a]-lifetime 
trip, and we are very grateful to all 
who have been involved in this ex­
perience," said Herve Claudon. 

Berthiaume believes that the trip 
also gave the Claudons an opportu­
nity to learn more about the commu­
nity that they host in France. 

"The beautiful part of this is that 
Herve has been so invested and 
knows so much about the 442nd, but 
for him to see where the Nisei came 

from was very moving for him," 
Berthiaume said. 

She also hoped that the trip state­
side would expose more people to 
the history of Bruyeres. 

"The level of awareness of Bru­
yeres was dramatic, and that's what 
we wanted. More people who didn't 
have the opportunity to travel to 
Bruyeres could learn more about 
it," said Berthiaume. "It's not lost 
on people that people like my uncle 
were serving over there while their 
families were incarcerated here - I 
think that's a really powerful thing 
for people to remember. When they 
go, it reinforces the sacrifices that 
[the soldiers] made and that they 
were loyal Americans. We are revis­
iting some distant drumbeats from 
people who have had fear about 
national security and people who 
look like the enemy and worship 
like the enemy so I think, and all that 
history that went on with the 442nd is 
incredibly pertinent today." 

Back in France, Herve Claudon 
has even advocated for the soldiers 
and their families during times of cri­
sis. Berthiaume and Obayashi spoke 
of an instance where a windmill 
company wanted to do construction 
next to the Epinal American Ceme­
tery. Herve Claudon tirelessly cam­
paigned to not have it there, and he 
was able to successfully defeat the 
proposition. 

Best Wishes 
in the 

New Year! 

Herve Claudon and Barbara 
Berthiaume stand next to 
the plaque honoring Medal 
ot Honor recipient and 
442nd RCT member Joe 
Sakato, who charged Hill 
617 during World War II in 
the vicinity ot Biliontaine, 
France. 

I! 
ICI EST DECEDE POUR LA lIB'ERTE 

HEREDIED"FQR LIBERTY 

Yohei SAGAMI" E - 442 ReT 

Next up for the 
Claudons is upkeep 
of a monument that 
was erected in 1947. 
In 2011, while on a 
business trip to Paris, 
Carl Williams of Sac­
ramento visited Bruyeres, where his 
wife's uncle had fought in the Oc­
tober 1944 battle that liberated the 
city and several other towns in the 
region. A monument had been erect­
ed a few years later to honor the sac­
rifices of the young Japanese Ameri­
cans who had fought so valiantly in 
battle. During his visit, Williams 
noticed that the monument was in 
poor repair, showing its age and the 
effects of occasional vandalism. 

"I was so moved by my visit to 
this quiet memorial that I promised 
myself that I would do something 
about the monument's condition," 
he said in a statement. 

Over the next few years, Williams 
made a number of attempts to gain 
approval for a proposal to rehabili­
tate the monument, but he had no 
luck. In 2015, he read about a trip 
the Claudons were taking to Los 
Angeles to speak at the Japanese 
American National Museum, and, 
through the museum, he was able to 
connect with Herve Claudon. 

On his behalf, Herve Claudon 
contacted Yves Bonjean, who was 
the new mayor of Bruyeres, and the 

15 OCT. 1944 

A plaque on a tree in the 
Vosges Mountains pays 
homage to Yohei Sagami, 
Barbara Berthiaume's uncle, 
who was killed in WWII. 

matter was subsequently taken up 
by the city council and approved. 
The approved plan included not 
only the clean up of the site but also 
the addition of a memorial element. 

Herve Claudon continues to work 
on this project and has others in the 
pipeline. To him, it is important to 
keep the voices of the 442nd and 
IOOth alive, whether in the form of a 
plaque and a memorial or a speaking 
opportunity at a local high school. 
It is quite clear that those who visit 
him and his wife in Bruyeres think 
of him fondly, and they show the 
same love and admiration for their 
visitors. 

"It's like a second family," Herve 
Claudon said. "It's first a story of 
human beings." 

Contact Herve and Sylvie 
Claudon to find out more about 
visiting Bruyeres - the best time 
to travel there is from April-June 
or September-November. They can 
be reached at Battle of Bruyeres 
Tours, +33-336-8467-1960 or email 
herve .claudon@gmail.com. 

Opening February 18 

INSTRUCTIONS 
TO ALL PERSONS: 
REFLECTIONS ON EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066 

February 18 - August 13. 2017 

Contemplating the lessons of the past and their relevance today. 

janm.org/instrudions-to-all 

.Aa... JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM ILl ~ Q'~ 100 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90012 'V'" LIJ~~L J 2136250414-Janmorg-Janmstorecom-DlscoverNlkkelorg 
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San Fernando Valley 
Happy Holidays -n 

Paul ChaM, Killl Oohata, Ke!lyon s.1CetldaII 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Geri Shiraki 
Moose Iwana!!a 

{Warmest J[oficfay qreetings 

Wally & May Arakawa 

Holiday Cheers 
Dr. Bo and Mrs. Ikuyo 

SAKAGUCHI 

Happy holidays from 
the Kameya family! 

Darren, Kristine, 
Nathan and Abby 

5tMM-'.G~ 

Froftl the Kobata raftlily 

J1;fl'J>'l>'Y J{e> Ll'\);f[:Y~ 

Sumi Yamaguchi 
Los Angeles, CA 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY API PFLAG 
a LGBTQ Support Group for Parents, 

Families, Friends and Allies 
appreciates JACL's support of 

human rights for all! 
www.sangabrielvalleyapipflag.com 

S(ASor\'s Gre,eA-~S! 

~ t(~iI<oM~ 

CHIBA~ ••• • g. 
••• 
~'R~-S~ 

YUSUKE, MITSUKO AND SHIG CHIBA 

7515 Lankershim Blvd, North Hollywood, CA 91605 
(Lankershim & Cohasset) 

818·765·9119 

Lunch: Monday~Frjday 

Dinner: Monday*Thursday 
Friday·Saturday 
Sunday 

11 :30AM· 2:30 PM 
5:30 PM • 9:30 PM 
5:30 PM ·10:30 PM 
5:00 PM • 9:30 PM 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

GARY & AKEMI 

VANO 

Peace & Joy 

Dr. Mark & Mrs. Loreen 
Uyehara and Sarah 

15989 Yamell St. , Sylmar, CA 91342 

AI 
Mitzi 

Michqel 
Che~4lee 

J Oge IToreen 
Akemi K2iko 

Kai Chritlopher 
Ku:das 

~ 
Happy Holidays 

Bryce & Rosie 

Kawamoto 

LOW, 

'115'11O'K'II 'F'II'M1LY 

HARRIET 
NIsmzAKA 
and FAMILY 

Granada Hills, CA 91344 

MICHAEL J. ARZOUMAN, D.D.5., INC, 
PERIODONTICS AN) DeNTAL IMPlANTS 

705 w. tA VETA AVE .. SUITE 104 
ORANGE. CALIFORNIA 92868 
(714) 744·9100 

DIPlOMAiE OF THE 
AMERICAN BOARD 

OF PERIOOONTOI.OGY 

SUSHI DJV>...(OON 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE RESTAURANT 

8069 VINELAND AVE 
SUN VALLEY, CA 91352 

818.768.4507 

Best Wishes 

DRS. DAVID & DONNA 
UYEHARA 

STRATEGY 
the salon 

I ROOS Ventura BInI. TW"ZWla. C\ Ul3.~G 

Jordan Fujimoto Tel: 818-758-9467 

We are grateful that the JACL 
was the first civil rights organization 

to endorse same-sex marriage in 1994, 
21 years before the US Supreme Court 

decision on June 26, 2015. 
Harold & Ellen Kameya 

Office Hours By Appointment 

RAND! K. OYAMA, D.D.S. 
412 San Fernando MIssion Boulevard 

San Fernando, California 91340 

Telephone: (818) 365-3934 

IOJDAV GREEllNIlS 
2017 

T .. oSMaryI~o BIRD I MARELLA 
BIRD · MARELLA · BOXER· WOLPERT· NESSIM • DROOKS· liNCENBERG 

Meg" fed (bmto's 
Legacy 1910-2012 

qratefurry, 
Susan rDeqracia 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

PAUL S. CHAN 
Attorney 

psc@bi rdmarella.com 

1875 Cent ury Park East, 23m Floor· Los Angeles, CA 90067-2561 

Telephone: (310) 201-2100 
Facsimile: (310) 201-2110 

www.BirdMarella.com 
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San Fernando Valley 
Residential and Commercial 

State License No . 197907 
Bonded and Insured 

Season's Greetings 

J-{aze[ Isa 
Season's Greetings 

Season's Greetings 

Chiz 

MORITA 

(8 18) 891 ·0383 tax (8 18) 891 · 1011 

Elaine a Gary 
Saito 

P~ErJOY 
George & Barba ra 

NAKATSU 

San Fernando Valley 
Japanese Credit Union 

19520 Tribune Street 
Northridge, CA 91326 

Mayko Martinez 
818-362-0680 

MONJI 
optom e t ry 

GARY MONJI, 0 .0 . 
JUDY ICH IUJI. 0.0. 
CHRISTINA WONG, 0.0. 
DCX:TOPS 0 . OPTOMETRY 

A: 153 N. SAN FERNANDO BLVD. BURBANK CA 91502 

P: 818.848.6659 E. INFO@MON.JIOPTOMETRY.COM 
W: MON.JIOPTOMETRV.cOM 

CUSTOM DESIGNING 

TRI-ARTS 
ALLAN H. Silk Screen Printing 

TOKUNAGA 7854 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 982-4236 North Hollywood, CA 91605 

J{ea[tli. ana J{appiness 
in tfie :New 'Year. 

:Evie Sfiiaekuni 'Mitarai 

Season's Greetings from 
THE ARIMOTO FAMILY 
the 9 grand and 4 great-grandchildren 

~ 
.. : .... · . · .' . · . . . , 

· . . , 

Happy New Year! 

D ennis, Barba ra & K.')le 
o kita 

Ii~ ,,'ee<""fj>' 
Miye Yoshimori 

YOSHIDA 
Sunrise of Oakland Hills 

11889 Skyline Blvd ., Oakland, CA 94619 

~ 'l-faJ'Yy. fiolidays ~ 
Yas &' 'Nancy §ofiata 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Robert & Setsuko Sato 

Derrick T./u, MPT, DPT· Deanna Burt, DPT· Bryan Ar;as, MPT 
Cera Rademaker, DPT • Hannah Silverman, MPT· Crista Taylor, MPT 

Thousand Oaks 805c;~;'~;'::: 1 T; 805.777.1023 ' F: 805.777.3493 T: 805.388.3055 · F: 
55051. Charles Drive. SUite 100 400 Camarillo Ranch it 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 Camarillo , CA 

www.relesisphysica/f /tc rapy.com 

"A Smile /s A Valuable Resource" 

A.J. Thibodeaux. D.D.S. 
lOS8 North Maclay Avenue 

San Fernando. California 91340 
(818) 365-4525 

Happy Holidays 
Remi, Paul, Cameron & Sofia 

Scolari 

T (213)749-1449 
F (213)749-0265 

911 VENICE BLVD Los ANGELES, CA 90015 
www.kubotanikkeimortuary.com 

"jT"jT"jT"jT"~"jT,, 

Caro {Tatf {or 

* * * * 

Season's G reetings * * * * 
Phil & Marion 

Shigekuni 

Pacific EyeCare Cenler Optometry 
Me"l><, zJ9IOAJ?o~ Ne~, 

• family Vi, ion Care 

• Conto::llttn. Speciali;!> 

• Oi09""';' & Treelme'" 
01 E}'" Oi"",!.e1 

• R..Ira<:li"" Surgery 
Co· Manogemenl 

Donald M. Matsumoto, 0 .0 . 
Diploma'e, American Beard 01 0p'ome!ry 

12461 W. WO$hinglon Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Colifornio 90066 

Phone: 310/390·6287 
Fox: 310/391 ·8464 

www.vi~ioflloOurce·poci ficeyecore.com 

Season's Greeting 

San Fernando Valley 
Japanese American 
Community Center 

(818) 899-1989 
12953 Branford St. , Pacoima, CA 91331 

W 
.JEROME S . K A M E l . 0 .0 . .51. 

Ci.N~."'~ D~"T'.H'~ 

(8' 1:1 1 36' · 7 760 

H O L. CROSS M l; I;u e .... P .... .t .. 

, , ~"O ' .. D ...... .. ,,~. " ".0 . .s", .. 290 

• • _ .. , .. "' .. .. 'c ... <:: ~ 'II1".' 

Happy Holidays! 

Hiro and Joyce 

Nagata 

Season's qreetings 
from 

Season's Greetings 

Doreen 
Kawamoto 

Or. James Nitahara 
and Emma 

Linda, Trael Kuratoml 
and Jack Takeshita 

Best wishes for 
2017 

:J'vtary 'Ent{o 
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Studio City 
116IlII " .. Inl IIlnl, ~I"dlo ti l). CA 916/l.1 
1' ... " IS I 8 1 "~-ii'7' 

www katsu-yagroup.oom 

Woodland Hills 
~::o .~. T .... ClIO)" Il/.d, 1I'-t1 .. 4 Ital\. CA 91.161 

1'II __ 111 '11t+1! IJ 

www.katsu-yagroup.com 

I~l " .. IU..,. IIh '~ . !'_<In •• ''' 91U" 
r~o .. ; I~ I H) 1118·13% 

Encino 

..-. "<a.. ___ ~ 

'J'(.cY'Z4#t.4-Y4 
'" 1k':47C(;'-Y,tt 

Sherman Oaks 
4517 Sepulveda BlVd. Sherman Oaks. CA 91403 

Phone: (811) 789-3111 

www.kalsu-yagroup.com 

.,'" IZ4~4-Y4 
" l/.'<tI·Y4 

West Hollywood 
1420 W. 3rd 51. Los Angelee , ell 900<11 
Pho<>/!: P2l) 782·9536 

WWW katsu-yagroup com 

,ftc 'Z4~4-Y4 
" 1/4T~·Y4 

Man hatta n Beach 
1133 Highland Ave, Manhattan 8 each, e A 9<1266 

WWW.kat9 1J-yagfoupcom 88 STEAX & G!ULL 
Phone: (310) 796·1888 

www.kalsu-yagroup.com 
Northridge 

9725 Reseda Bgoulevard, Northridge, ell 91324 
Phone: (747) 231_2323 

~ KIWAMI 
_ katsu·yagroup.com 

~7e l It ... d. IIh d, t<o.".n.t.: •. c '\ ~ I J2~ 

Piton.: (~ 18) .78 · 17IJCI 

Northridge 

www katsu-yagroup.com 

The primax Hearing Experience 
• Clinically proven· better than normal hearing in 

demanding &stening siluafions 

• Automatically detects speech coming from 
any direcfion 

• Smartphone compatible and Bluetooth enabled 

Anaheim · Bellflower· camari llo · Chino · Claremont· fontana · Granada Hills· Hillaut 
laJoila • laMesa . l.akeForest • lakewood • SlmlValley .l.os~lIz. Marina DeI~ 
NGrth Hollywood. Orange. Pasadena. Reseda . RIv«slde • San OIego • Sun Valley 

TOfl'an(e • Valencia . West LA • Westminster. Whittier . Yorba Unda 

Over 30 California Locations 

StudiO City 
11 ~20 Venl"" Blvd. Stud;" C~, C A ~16IU 

_ : (8111 75J.391n 

wwwkalsu·yagroup.com 

'~-HearUSA ____ .......... 010 

---- --------------------~--: $1 500 OFF :"~~:7°;:,. I 
I , dlgilol healing aid>. I 

I, E~ priCinglClf 1he~~.U,8I/'.s IIIOCh. s..~.».I~eocI> 
OfI'etScOl'V'OlbG COIY'C....o ~P"8"ICA4po,jf1;t'o(J~, Off8f.~ 1131/17. 

~--------- ----------------- --I 

: 
I 
I 
I 
F RE E Hearing Aid 

Battery Charger 
wtth pt,Ifehcne 01 0 pok- of ~men. levelS or 7 IMorlng oIcb. 

I NO! YOIod IWh ~ Olt1efofl8lOfOhcovnl. Offen conrool08 ~ OIferlt:C)fe' 1131/1'1. 

~---- ------------------------I 
I 
I 

: 
I 
I 
I 

FREE $25 
Panera Gift Card ........ 
with FREE Hearing Screening 

1 Mull ha>-III hec:oing lou.. CCllIoI de'1OIll. Ot1en COf'f"IOI be c~ LImII OM 

1 ______ _ ~':-':o:e'.:'::' ~:e:r: 1~1~7;., _______ ._,._, 

FREE gift if you mention code word: JACL 

Call Toll Free: 855.804.5652 



The Value 
of Family 
Reunions 

COMMUNITY 
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF GERALD YAMADA 

Sage advice on the power 

of reunions and their ability 

to reconnect families and 

maintain legacies for 

generations to come. 

A Yamada family reunion photo. Seated (from right to left) 
are Yamada's aunt, Doris Taketa; Doris' husband, Bill; Barbara 
Yamada Matsuo, who is 100 years old; and Donald Morita, 
who was married to Agnes Yamada Morita. Donald served 
in the MIS during WWII. Gerald Yamada is pictured in the 
back row (third from right). 

By Gerald Yamada, 
Contributor 

A
s young adults move to 
where their jobs take 
them, extended families 
may be less likely to stay 

in touch. For example, two of my 
second cousins met in college and, 
after talking, they realized they were 
related. We now use family reunions 
as a way to reconnect with family 
members, meet new members and 
inform younger generations of the 
legacy of our heritage. 

In planning our family reunions, 
I have used the following guidelines. 

Start Planning Early - Start a 
year ahead in picking a date and loca­
tion. Everyone one is busy, so getting 
the reunion dates on family members' 
calendars promotes increased partici­
pation. Also, forming a committee to 
share tasks and consult on reunion 
decisions is very helpful. We had 
75 members of our extended family 
ranging from age 100 to age 2 and 
representing four generations of the 
Kennosuke and Mikiyo Yamada fam­
ily at our reunion this past summer. 

Use a Venue that Provides Its Own 
Entertainment - I have used Las 
Vegas and Reno as venues for our 
family reunions so that fewer group 
activities have to be planned. I pre­
fer Reno because it is more compact. 
Downtown Reno casino hotels pro­
vide gambling entertainment for the 
adults, and overhead walkways give 

Kennosuke and Mikiyo Yamada with their 
daughters, Hilda, Helen and Alice, as 
well as their son, Henry. This photo was 
published as the frontispiece in the 1914 
book "The American Japanese Problem: 

games on Saturday morn­
ings. My brother, artist 
Kenny Yamada, entertained 
the kids and adults by draw­
ing requested Disney char­
acters. In the evenings, a 
"pounce" card tournament 
or Indian poker game was 
held in the hospitality suite. 
These games can become 
loud and boisterous. 

A study of the Racial Relations of the East 
and the West" by Sidney Lewis Gulick 
with the caption, "A typical prosperous 
Japanese family of Florin, in friendly social 
relations with American neighbors." 

Create a Reunion Logo 
- For each reunion, my 
brother, Kenny, created a 

different reunion logo, which 
he screened onto T-shirts. 

safe access to children's games in the 
adjoining Circus Circus Hotel. 

Rent a Hotel Hospitality Suite for 
the Weekend - Our reunions have 
been scheduled from early Friday 
evening to Sunday noon. The hos­
pitality suite enabled us to provide a 
pizza dinner on Friday evening and 
coffee and doughnuts on Saturday 
and Sunday mornings at low cost. 
More importantly, the hospitality 
suite provided a meeting place where 
family members visited and enjoyed 
snacks, drinks and wine generously 
provided by family members. 

Organize Some Group Activities 
- A golf tournament was arranged 
through the hotel. The hospitality 
suite provided an area for family ac­
tivities. In the past, we had children's 

Giving out reunion T-shirts 
helped to bond family members to­
gether. This year's logo was embroi­
dered onto caps - one size fits all 
- to avoid the problem of estimat­
ing the sizes that would be needed for 
children and adult T-shirts. 

Share Family History - Develop­
ing an organized presentation about 
your family's early history is a way to 
inform the younger generation about 
the hardships that our Issei grand­
parents faced in settling in America. 
Sharing old photos help to personal­
ize relatives that have passed. This 
year, I researched and organized a 
presentation on the early life of each 
of my paternal grandparents in Japan, 
their coming to America and starting 
a family in the early 1900s. Both were 

born in Japan shortly after 
the end of the Edo Period. 
Both had hard childhoods. 

Grandfather Yamada's 
mother died shortly after he 
was born, and his father left 
him to be raised by his fa­
ther's older brother. At age 
17, he traveled to Hawaii to 
live for a year with his fa­
ther and step-mother before 
moving to Florin, Calif. 

Grandmother Yamada's 

A June 1941 family photo taken following the wedding of Yamada's parents, 
Ted and Connie Yamada, in front of the Yamada family home in Florin, Calif. 
This is the last photo taken with all of the Yamada children and their spouses. 

father died when she was 
2 years old. Her maiden 
name was Asano, and her 
father was one of the last 
members of the Asano 
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clan that ruled Aki Province until the 
feudal system was abolished. Her 
father's family scroll traces her side 
of the family back to the year 645. 
She and her older sister were raised 
by their mother. My grandmother and 
her mother were tough, strong-willed 
and independent women. As a young 
adult, she went to Hawaii against 
her mother's wishes. In Hawaii, she 
worked on a sugar plantation for a 
few years before moving to Florin, 
Calif. 

My grandparents married in Cali­
fornia and by 1914 were recognized 
as a successful farming family in 
Florin. They had nine children, seven 
of whom reached adulthood, mar­
ried and had children of their own. 
All seven families participated in this 
past summer's family reunion. 

I remember my grandfather as a 
tall, quiet and gentle man who died 
in 1950. My grandmother died in 
1965. During the presentation, family 
members were able to add what they 
knew about the family history and 
ask questions. 

Include a Family Dinner - Hav­
ing an organized group dinner is a 
must. At the dinner on Saturday eve­
ning, we celebrated our aunt's 100th 
birthday year; recognized the ser­
vice of our uncle, who served in the 
Military Intelligence Service during 
World War II; and awarded golfing 
prizes. We opted for a buffet dinner 
this year instead of a plated meal due 
to the age range and dietary prefer­
ences. At the end of the dinner, we had 
a raffle for door prizes. First cousins 
were asked to bring a door prize, and 
second cousins were invited to donate 
one. After dinner, we had a photo-op 
where we took a series of family and 
generational photos. 

Without question, organizing a 
family reunion is hard work. But, the 
reunion is always fun and is a reward­
ing way to stay in touch, reconnect 
with your extended family and re­
member your childhood memories. 
Planning has already started for the 
next Yamada family reunion! • 



Kenneth D. Watase 
Attorney at Law 

kwatase@snw-Iaw.com 

ph: 213.481.2869 
fax: 213.481 .2871 

SEKI 
NISHIMURA 
~WATASE LLP 

600 Wilshire Boulevard 

Suite 1250 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

www.snw-Iaw.com 

DORNEL SKIN CARE 
COSMETICS 

PAUL ARNESON 

t 
Trave l Consultant 

rt1 PROMENADE TRAVEL 
CA SELLER OF TRAVEL 10 # 101 9490- 10 

3101 1,3 Agoura Road 
Westlake Village, CA 91361-4637 
(818) 879,TRIP(8747) (800) 870,8646 
Fax 818,879,8015 Home (818) 993,1896 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

•••••• 
Dick and Suzie 

Chatsworth, CA 

Cmcetta M, Y~1Ilh1 
SFV Realty Professionals .. Inc. 

15979 Yarnell St. • Sylmar, CA 91342 
Direct: (818) 970-1965' Fax: (818) 367-6752 

B.R .E. License #01197923 
cmvrealestate@.amail.com o www.ConcettaMYamauchi.com 

1fayyy 1fofidaY5 

Linaa Tanaka 

Season's Greetings 

Chatsworth West 
United Methodist Church 

"Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors" 

10:00 AM Service 
10: 15 Sunday School 
Pastor: Ruy Mizuki 

10824 Topanga Cyn. Blvd. 

, 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 
(818) 341-1270 

:Hayyiest :Hofiaay 

Tat XUhota 
'Dr. 'Rohert 'BerfJeron~ 'Ret. 

Hollenbeck Palms 

573 So. Boyle Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90033 

Happy Holidays! 
Jean-Paul deGuzman, Ph.D. 

Historian I Author I Teacher I Public Speaker 
jpdeguzman.weebly.com I jpd73619@ucla.edu 

Wishing you peace & joy this Christmas! 

Laurie Shigekuni & Associates 
Attorneys at Law 

Estate Planning, Probate & Trust Administration 

225 South Lake Avenue, Ste 300 
Pasadena, CA gIIo! 800.417.5250 
2555 Ocean Avenue, Ste 202 
San Francisco, CA g4132 www.calestateplanning.com 

I K ENOBO FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
SENIOR PROFESSOR OF IKEBANA 

URASENKE TEA CEREMON Y 
INSTRUCTOR 

16447 VI NTAGE STREET 
NORTH HI L LS , CA 91343 

PHONE : (818) 892-0470 
E-MAIL: RSHINBASHI @GMAIL.COM 
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Season s (lreetings 
)rom tlie 

Jean-Paul deGuzman • Nancy Gohata 
Traci Ishigo • Paul Jonokuchi • Harold Kameya 

Doreen Kawamoto • Linda Kuratomi • Mitzi Kushida 
Marcia Mahony • Brian Moriguchi • Nancy Oda 

Barbara Okita • Marion Shigekuni • Phil Shigekuni 
Geri Shiraki • Nancy Takayama • Patty Takayama 
Mabel Takimoto • Linda Tanaka· Jami Tan ihana 

Michiko Tokunaga • George Wakij i 
Sumi Yamaguchi • Karen Yoshino 

Congratula tions to O ur Scholarship R ecipients! 

Dr. Sanbo & Kay Sakaguchi Scholarship Winners 
JENNIFER KAJ IKI 

National Scholarship Winner 
TRACI ISH IGO 

12953 Branford Street · Pacoima, CA 91 331 
http://sfvjacl .weebly .com 

HONORING THE PAST . 
CELEBRATIN G OUR FUTURE. 
If you or someone close to your heart 
needs assistance with daily living, there's a 
place of comfort and joy waiting. It's called 
Nikkei Senior Gardens conveniently 

located in the Arleta area. Here, you'll be surrounded by the 
culture, family and warmth of the Japanese-American community. 

Call (818) 899-1000 to arrange a personal tour, and see our 
beautiful community firsthand . Nikkei Senior Gardens is a 
non-profit community open to all. 

Nikkei Senior Gardens 
9221 Arleta Avenue · Arleta, CA 9133 1 
(818) 899-1000 
www.NikkeiSeniorGardens.com 

Valley Japanese Community Center, Inc. 
8850 Lankersh im Blvd . 

Sun Valley, CA 91352 

Affiliate Organizations 
Kyodo System Valley Gakuen Sat 8 :45 AM 

Valley Judo Dojo Tues 7:00 PM , Fri 7:30 PM 

Valley Kendo Dojo Mon, Wed 7:30 PM, Sat 8 AM 

Valley Karate Dojo Tues 5 PM , Thurs 7:30 PM 

Valley Buddhist Temple monthly TBD Sun 10 AM 

Kinyu Ginshi-kai , Val ley Shibu Thurs 7 PM 

Hoshunki Minyo Odori Wed 6:30 PM 

Karaoke 

Shiatsu (Massage) 

Tea Ceremony 

Ballet Class 

Akaoni Daiko 

1 st Sat 6:30 PM 

Sat 9 :30 AM 

Sat 9 AM 

Sat 1 PM 

Sun 3 PM 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

Meiji Senior Citizens Club 

12953 BRANF ORD ST., PACOIMA, CA 91331 

Richard K. Yamauchi, MST CPAlPFS 
Certified Public Accountant Personal Financial Specialist 

13429 Pala Ave. 
Sylmar, CA 91342-1158 

Tel (818) 364-1500 Fax (818) 367-9366 
rkyamauchicpa@gmail.com 

24 HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

Season's 
(jreetings 

Fukui Mortuary 
FD #808 

www.fukuimortuary.com 
707 E. Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(213) 626-0441 Fax: (213) 617-2781 

• NIKKEI 

I 
Reed 
Capital 
Management, Inc. 

Does your current investment advice measure Up? 
We provide objective investment advice, utilize advanced technology, 

utilize experience, and always focus on your goals and concerns. 

Harrison S. Reed, ChFC 
President 

CA Life License OB69086 

805-277-3946 
EXPERIENCE SERVICE PERFORMANCE 

Harrison@ReedCapitaIManagement.net 
371 7 E Thousand Oaks Blvd, Ste 108, Westlake Village, CA 91362 

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS 

SENIOR GARDENS 

ASSISTED LIVING 
MEMO RY SUPPO RT 

TOM DOl 
MARCIA MAHONY 

Bob and Aki 
Moriguchi 

In Loving :M.emory of 
~ SE N lOR I T Y. IN C. 

M. __ ... ~ s.u .. c.-'''''II_I s,.. ..... J-S"O .... I.» .. J-{e[en 
RCFE License #197607606 

Harry Nakada & Family 

Season's Greetings 
from the 

Ballroom Dance Class 

Come Dance With Us! 
Tuesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 pm 

SFVJACC 12953 Branford Street, 
Pacoima CA 91331 

Beginners Welcomed 

For information: Contact Barbara Okita 
barbokt@aol.com or (818) 784-5128. 

Season's Greetings, 
Happy Holidays 

Paul J onokuchi 

17818 Chatsworth Street 
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

Kathy Hsing Store: 818-832-7770 
Cell: 818-800-5601 
kathy@villagefloristla.com 
www.villagefloristla.com 

geagon ~ (Jreefingg! 
MRS. JEAN TSUTSUI 

Alan & Karin, Sean & Meme, Duane, Dawn 
Megan , Myles & Maddox, Neil, Kelly, Ocean & Reef 

Northridge, CA 91326 

. 
erJftr Chris -and :-'J • "-

~ . i . r ~ 

Happ'y Ne\vYear' ~ .', 

Patty & Bob 'Yama~ ~ 

sea.w-nJ~ Gvea~ 
Ron "Tubby" 
YOSHIDA 

Sequoia 
1400 Geary Blvd, Apt. 1007 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

Season's Greetings 

Ted & Chieko lida 

Happy New Year! 

San Fernando Valley 
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

Buddhist Women's Association 
Dharma School 
Sangha Teens 

Jr. Young Buddhist Association 
Buddhist Education Committee 

10:00 am SeNice 
Dharma School after Service 

Rev. Patricia Usuki 

9450 Remick Avenue, Pacoima, CA 91331 
Phone: (818) 899-4030 

Email : sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org Website: www.sfvhbt.org 



West Valley Nursery 
House & Garden Plants & Supplies 

19035 Ventura Blvd. 
Tarzana, CA 91356 
(818) 342·2623 

Hours: 8:00 -4:30 
Sun. 9:00 -4:00 

Closed Thurs. 

Parties • Catering • Delivery 

BUONGUSTO 

~s 
(818) 893-9985 

torante 

110% DISCOUNT with this cardl 

15535 Devonshire Street 
Mission Hills, CA 91345 

Japanese Calligraphy Class 
Thu. (jSt&3rd) 9:30-11am / SFV JACC 

818-726-8935 Yuriko 

(jIerM{jIJl;;; fff~~~ 
r'" 

www . her ltage80urce . com 
Toll Free r ei: (8;17) 158~1137 carolyn@horill!gcsource,com 

PO Box 802~2' Santa CI'arita CA 9138()'2S42 

Have a Joyful Holiday Season 

DR. SCOTT, STACEY, 
A V A and MAYA NISHIZAKA 

Happy Holidays 

Peace and Goodwill 

9vfr. george Sugimoto 

Mas & orma Jean Y; as ita 

San Fernando Valley Taiko 
Eryn Tokuhara & Reid Taguchi 
Congratulations on a successf u l yea r! 
Pump up the vo lume in 2017!! 
Casey and Jean Taguch i 

HapP'Y HoI· days! 

Flora Teramura 

Peace and J o'Y 
Kara & Shaun Tanaka 

Happy New Year! 

Michael Taheri 

Best Wishes to JACL! .... 1 HAPPY HOLIDAYS It. FantasyFootballers.org 
Discover the online world of 

FANTASY FOOTBALL at JT Engineering 
Associates, Inc. 

JASONTANI 

Specializing in residential, structural 
engineering (new construction, 
remodels, additions and seismic 

evaluations) 
since 1995 

jtengr@gmail.com 

www.tunacanyon.org. 

We are so grateful for the messages of love and 
acceptance which JACLers around the country are 
sending to LGBTQ individuals and their families. 
To greater peace and understanding in 2017 .. . 

Marsha, Tad , Stefen , Aiden and Mary Aizumi 

Wishing all a 
PEACEFUL HOLIDAY I 

With love and (riendghip, 

Paige and Parenfg 

F antasyF ootballers.org. 
Use our free tools, stats, and 

strategies to become a winning 
fantasy player! 

(.1. fIr h~ .y/feel"I!1It·~ CO'utl (/ L f 1. e· . 
JOpaOeSe ~ 

gOrzV80 Itl 
.'''-':'. ..-.. 

RememberTunaCanyon@gmail.com 

The San Fernando Valley is home to an authentic "Japanese Garden," created by 
noted Japanese garden designer, Dr. Koichi Kawana. Docent-led tours by 

appointment only. Open strolling some afternoons and Sundays, please call for 
information. Entry $5, Seniors and children are $3. 

Phone: (818) 756-8166 
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Best Wishes for the New Year! 

Hllltlt,T 
Httlitlll,TH 
fro~ your friet1ds it1 

Shinnen ga yoi toshi de arimasu yo ni 

New Et1glat1d 

G< 
• • 
~ 
<"> 

~ 

~I 
~IIJt 

II JACL Reno Chapter 

~ g/and 

Check out our web site: www .... ejacl.org 
P.O. 'ox 592, U ... col ... , MA 01773 

{l(uJle/Jl~ th~~~n/ 
foL th~JeaBon/ 

:Merry Christmas 
from the 

DETROIT CHAPTER 

and 

~ J{ayyy :New }fear 

DETROIT JACL - MICHIGAN 

- Clovis JACL Chapter 

Catherine Shimizu Ishioka - 38731 Monterey Dr., Sterling Heights, 48312 
John & Naomi Ishioka - 38731 Monterey Dr., Sterling Heights 48312 
Peter & Lisa Ishioka - 35201 Taffy Dr., Sterling Heights 48312 
Mary Kamidoi - 7477 Manor Cir. #104, Westland 48185 
Esaku & Iku Kondo - 3701 Shallow Brook Dr., Bloomfield 48302-1452 
Richard Morimoto - 5136 Davewood Dr., Toledo, OH 43623-2246 
Toshiki Masaki - 44360 Harsdale Ct., Canton 48187 
Ann O'Neill- 3414 Linden St., Dearborn 48124 
Marilyn Schlief - 1713 S. Crystal Cove, Haslett 48840-8233 
Soh Suzuki - 16831 Ashton Ave. Detroit 48219 
Nobuyuki Tamada- 39866 Poinciana Dr., Sterling Heights 48313-4852 
Henry Tanaka - 2787 Pontiac Rd., Auburn Hills 48326 
Scott & Barbara Yamazaki - 45924 Gainsborough Dr., Canton 48187 
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Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Dayton 
Detroit 
ulfCoast 

Cfiayters 
Houston 
Hoosier 

.! Omaha 
St. Louis 

Twi Cities 
Wisconsin 

Seaso 's rgreeting 
JACL Mitlwest District Council * Regional Director: Bill Yoshino 

Board Members: ':"" ,~,;;il~~a!~~1 

SEAS~N S GREETIN6S 

SAN DIEGO JACL 
2016 Executive Board: 

President: Michael Kurima 
Vice President: Carol Kawamoto 
Secretary: Cory Mitsui 

Board of Directors: 

Joanne Hayakawa 
David Kawamoto 
Chiharu Sekino 
Sidney Shiroma 

Gen Suzuki 
Dr. Mits Tomita 

Simon Yin 
Jon Yokoyama 



S~4,~! 
Y oshihara Financial 

• Real Estate/Mortgages 
• Financial Planning 
• Retirement Planning 
• Tax Planning 
• Small Company Benefits 

Season's Greetings 
t;::::::=y 

Best Wishes 
for the 

Holiday Season! • Life/Health. Insurance 

Michael Yoshihara, CFS 
161 Jackson Street #2 10 

San Jose, CA 95112 
Office: (408) 289-1110 

Cell: 408-712-9259 
Email: michael@yoshihara.org 

Featured Exhibits 
• Pioneers of SJ Japanlown 
• WWII Assembly Centers and 

Incarceration Camps 
• WWII Military Intelligence Service 
• 100· Infantry Battalion and 

442'" Regimental Combat Team 
• Post WWII Resettlement 
• On Common Ground - Heinlenvilie 

SJ's last Chinatown 
• Nisei Sports 
• Japanese American Agriculture 

• T~ptUI Dinina 
• S\llIhi 
• COcldail I..oui:I&I! 
• BanqIJ~t Fa.ciIitit!s 

KYOTO PALACE 
JAPANESE RESTA R.."lNT 

D.AU: TOSHIHAM. 

UI15 South Be_m A ue 
Suite 2500 The ?run~ 
Cl!.mpbell, CA 95008 
1'"'*13:77-""66 Iru: (.oa1377 .l661 
W'IVW _\Qrutopalaft!.I!O.Dl 

Happy Holidays from ~ Hen0y~~:aron 
( 3566 Barley Ct, 

SAN J 0 S E SanJose,CA95127 

J A PAN ESE lAC L !-------------I 

Same Location and Ownership 
Since 1960 
SALES· SERVICE· PARTS 

Chainsaws· Generators 
Leaf Blowers· Mowers· Tree Care 

AMERICAN 

CITIZENS 

LEAGUE * * RAY MATSUMOTO 
GLENN KURIMOTO 
RICHARD OGAWA 

196 Curtner Avenue 
Campbell. CA 95008 

(408) 377·4496 
www.gardenland.com 

OFFICERS 

Co-Presidents - Tom Oshidari and 

Sharon Uyeda 
Recording Secretary - Neil Kozuma 
Treasurer - Mark Yamamoto 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Carl Fujita 
Richard Kamimura 
Leon Kimura 
Iris Lou 
AI Nakahara 
Tom Nishisaka 

Tamon Norimoto 
Steven Nose 
Joyce Oyama 
Sue Shigemasa 
Tom Shigemasa 
Jason Yonehiro 

HONORARY 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Honorable Mike Honda 
Fmr US House of Representatives 

Honorable Norman Y. Mineta 
Fmr US Secretory of Transportation 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
George Hinoki Shirley Ota 

Dr. Jerrold Hiura Grayson Taketa 
Art Honda Wayne Tanda 

Ray Matsumoto Yoshihiro Uchida 
Randy Okamura Steve Yamaguma 

Vi Onishi Jimi Yamaichi 

SEASONS GREEIINGS 
Intermountain District Council 

Governor Janet Komoto 
First Vice Gov. Geoff Rusell 
Second Vice Gov. Karl Endo 

Secretary 
Treasurer 
Ex-Officio 
PC Representative 
Youth Rep. 

Lisa Shiosaki Olsen 
Marion Hori 
Jeanette Misaka 
Rhianna Taniguchi 
Nathan I. Fukumitsu 

·HAPPV 

' . ., B",. Volley 

HOLIDAVS 

Ft. Lupton 
Idaho Falls 

Mile High 
Mt. Olympus 
Pocatello- Blackfoot 
Salt Lake City 
Snake River 
VVasatch Front North 

David Yorita 
Lois Kawakami Reitz 
Lisa Shiosaki Olsen 
Harry Budisidharta 
Gary Okamoto 
Karl Endo 
Sherrie Hayashi & Michael I wasaki 
Cathy Yasuda 
Sandra Grant 

:t1-iC -* 

e 
THE J. MOREY COMPANY INCORPORATED 

Insurance Agents & Brokers 
www.jmoreyins.com 

LICENSE 0655907 

184 Jackson Street · San Jose, CA 95112 
Tel: 408.280.5551 • Email: info@jmoreyins.com 

SAN JOSE • ANAHEIM • Los ANGELES • TORRANCE 

Holiday Greetings 
from the 

Tvvin Cities JACL 
2016 Board of Directors: 
Susan Burke 
Amy Dickerson, secretary 
Matthew Farrells, VP 
Gloria Kumagai 
Amy Kuniyoshi 
Karen Tanaka Lucas 
Zen Matsuda, president 
Dan Motoyoshi 
Lisa Shakerin 

Scholarship Committee: 
Pam Dagoberg (chair), Carol 
Dean, Sylvia Farrells, Connie 
Tsuchiya, Fred Tsuchiya 

Education Committee: 
Janet Carlson (co-chair & 
treasurer), Carolyn Nayematsu 
(co-chair) , Sally Sudo, Karen 
Tanaka Lucas, Cheryl Hirata­
Dulas (grant writer) , Sylvia 
Farrells (minutes), Lil Grothe, 
Lucy Kirihara, Gloria Kumagai, 
Gordon Nakagawa, Teresa 
Swartz, Amy Dickerson, 
Yuichiro Onishi, John 
Matsunaga, Ben Hartmann, 
Elizabeth Fugikawa, Haruhiko 
Kuramochi; conSUltants are 
Bud Nakasone, Steve Ozone, 
AI Yamamoto 

www.twincitieslac •. ora 
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IN-DEPTH 

The Price of Freedolll 
Remembering the Crystal City internment camp helps 

shed new light on the imporlance of building awareness 

today in order to preserve family histories and eliminate 

new social injustices. 
By Alissa H iraga, 
C olltributor 

"family camp, "as the Issei men were 
reunited with their families there. 

: The camp was much less severe than 

T
he story of the World: the 10 WRA-operated American 
War II intermnent camp : concentration camps such as Man­
in Crystal City, Texas, is ~ zanar, Rohwer and Heart Mountain. 
unknown to many. ; As a DOJ-designated camp for 

Yet, it was a fateful intersection: "enemy aliens," Crystal City was 
of 4 ,000 souls robbed of their free- : required to abide by the Geneva 
dom - among them Japanese, ~ Convention. Under the treaty re­
Japanese Peruvians, Germans, ~ quirements, internees lived in family 
Italians and Americans. The violation : units with kitchens and bathrooms. 
extended to President Franklin D. ~ The camp had the elements of a typi­
Roosevelt's prisoner exchange: cal town, its landscape dotted with 
program, its machinations hid- ~ schools, storesandaswimmingpool. 
den from the general public. Those: Lane Hirabayashi, professor of 
arrested, even u.s. citizens, were ex- ~ Asian American Studies at the Uni­
changed for the return of "valuable" : versity of California, Los Angeles, 
U.S. citizens held overseas. Others: and the inaugmal George & Sakaye 
would be deported or repatriated to Aratani Chair in Japanese American 
their "home" countries. Incarceration, Redress and Commu-

The Crystal City internment camp nity, believes that understanding the 
was previously the site of a migrant ~ differences between the WRA camps 
worker housing camp. It waslaterre- : and the DOJ camps is essential for 
pmposed and opened in 1942 by the: infmmative, accurate discourse on 
IIllllligration and Naturalization Ser- : internee's experiences. 
vice to confine Issei men and "enemy "If we educate om readers, our 
aliens " that the War Relocation Au- students and even members of our 
thority branded as "troublemakers." ~ Japanese American communities 

Theuseofsuchatermhelpedmake : about this, then we are contributing 
the justification to detain, interrogate: to a better understanding of the pe­
and imprison innocent people more ~ nal policies that the U.S . govermnent 
palatable. (By war 's end, not one: has adapted in the past in response to 
Issei was found to have commit- ~ perceived crises and national secu­
ted espionage or sabotage against: rity threats, " Hirabayashi said. 
the U.S.) The Issei targeted by the ~ Resomces such as the JACL's 
go v ermnent included COIlllllUnity: "Power of Words Handbook: A 
leaders, physicians, journalists,: Guide to Language About Japanese 
aCTIVists, creative artists, writers, Americans in World War II" serves 
teachers and Buddhist priests. as an educational tool to help accom-

The camp is often described as a ~ plish these important objectives. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENSHQ 

Crystal City closed in 1948, 
but it marked the beginning of 
struggles for families leaving 
the camp. The Japanese Peru­
vians were not allowed to stay 
in the U. S. or return to Peru 
and would engage in an ex­
haustive legal fight to sal vage 
their futures. 

Those who returned to Ja­
pan and others who sought to 
rebuil d their Ii v es in the U. S. 

A hand-drawn map of 
Crystal City internment 
camp, Texas. It held 
people of Japanese 
ancestry from the U.S. 
and Latin America 
and their families; it 
also held German and 
Italian nationals and 
their tamilies. 

28 HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

endmed treacherous jour­
neys or entered a world un­
known or unwelcorning to 
them. The journeys to and 
from Crystal City that fam­
ilies were forced to take at 
times had tragicoutcomes. 

Brian Niiya, content 
director of Densho En­
cyclopedia and editor of 
''Encyclopedia of Japa­
nese Amelican History: 
An A-to-Z Reference," 
shares the stmy of his 
family. 

His mother, Alice Asami, and sev­
en of her family members were in­
terned at Crystal City in 1943 prior 
to being repatriated to Japan on the 
second voyageoftheMS Gripsholm. 
Niiya's grandfather, Shoichi Asarni, 
was managing editor of Nippu fiji 
newspaper in Honolulu. 

'My mom had largely fond memo­
lies of Crystal City because it was 
the last time their whole family was 
together, " Niiya recalled. "After her 
father was interned on Pearl Har­
bor day, the family had a difficult 
time in Hawaii, and she remembers 
living conditions there as being 
pretty good, especially compared 
with what they had to endme later. 
But theirs was certaiuly not the 
typical experience or reaction. " 

Shoichi and his son, Harold, died 
in 1945 on the AwaMaru after torpe­
does from the USS Queenfish attack 
submarine killed all but one of the 
ship's 2,004 passengers. The Asami 
family 's story is chronicled in "Om 
House Divided: Seven Japanese 
American Families in World War II " 
by Tomi KaizawaKnaefler. 

The Crystal City internees who 
began to rebuild their lives faced 
another tribulation. The false 
"troublemaker" label attached to 
the Clystal City camp is a punishing 
stigma that still haunts many Crystal 
City internees today. It was a label 
born from a chilling assumption of 
racial guilt rather than any military 
or other intelligence. 

"Although there was a great deal 
of paranoia aboutthe Issei and Kibei , 
and despite the fact that these special 
DOJ camps were set up to incarcer­
ate them specifically, afterthe end of 
the war not a single person was suc­
cessfully prosecuted and convicted 
of a crime related to sabotage and 
espionage," said Hirabayashi. "So, 

the so-called stigma 
of being in a DOJ camp like Crys­
tal City is really based on a twisted 
notion of 'guilt by reason of race.' 
Not on any actual evidence of 
pro-Japan, anti-U.S. activity." 

In his discussions with many 
Hawaii internee families, Niiya 
found that some were shut out from 
their own communities. 

'Whereas all Japanese Ameri­
cans Ii ving on the West Coast were 
thrown into camps, it was only a 
select group that went to places like 
Crystal City; therefore, regardless of 
the reason people were there, the idea 
thatthey were in a 'special ' camp led 
to rumors that they must be guilty 
of something. In Hawaii, internee 
families also talk about how former 
friends and acquaintances shunned 
them out offear that associating with 
them woul d lead the FBI and Army to 
target them as well." 

The families who lived and en­
dured behind Crystal City's bar'bed 
wires and under the watchful eyes 
of armed guards possess a myriad of 
precious stories. 

Many of these stories have been 
painstakingly captured and pre­
served to the credit of Swni (Utsu­
shigawa) Shimatsu and her daughter, 
Paula Shimatsu, who affectionately 
refers to the Crystal City families as 
her "aunties" and '\mcles. " 

Sruni, her mother, Nobu, and 
her father, Tokiji, were interned at 
Crystal City. Before the war, life in 
Los Angeles was described as idyllic 
for the Utsushigawa family. Tokiji 
was the first Japanese photographer 
in Los Angeles. The family lived in 
an apar1ment above the Mikawaya 
confectionary and was part of a 
close-knit community. That life was 
forever altered after the Japarlese 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 



IN-DEPTH 

A utsushigawa family photo featuring Sumi (center) and her 
two sisters along with their parents, Tokiji and Nobu. 

In high school at the time, Sumi 
came home from school to discover 
that her father had been arrested 
without charges and taken away by 
the FBI. In a grueling odyssey, the 
family was separated, with Tokiji 
incarcerated in Santa Fe, N. M., 
and Sumi and Nobu detained at the 
Pomona Assembly Center. They 
were placed on a train to the Heart 
Mountain concentration camp in 
Wyoming. After Heart Mountain, 
Sumi and Nobu were sent to the Port 
of New Jersey to await repatriation to 
Japan as part of the prisonerexchange. 

"My father wrote that he was 
going to Japan on an exchange ship, 
so mother and I were escorted out 
to Montana camp; our baggages 
inspected, no printed articles, books 
or newspapers allowed and were sent 
to New Jersey Harbor. [We] saw the 
[MS Gripsholm] exchange ship but 
did not get on since there were too 
many people, like diplomats, to send 
back to Japan. [We] were sent to Ellis 
Island, stayed there four days, then 
took a train down to Crystal City with 
the camp head," Sumi recalled. Her 
story is told in the book "The Train to 
Crystal City" by Jan Jarboe Russell. 

After Crystal City, Sumi returned 
to war-ravaged Japan with her fam­
ily and worked at an American mili­
tary base to help support her family. 
She eventually returned to the U. S. 
and finished high school. She later 
married Kiyo Shimatsu, who served 
in the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, and had six children. Sumi 
also created the Crystal City Chatter, 
a newsletter she published to keep 
people connected. Her dedication 
with the Crystal City Chatter and the 
reunions gradually encouraged oth­
ers to open up and share their stories. 

For Paula, the gratitude she has for 
her parents for their ultimate triumph 
in building a loving home for their 
children only strengthened with time. 

"No one assumed I was dumb 
or lazy because of how my parents 
raised me," Paula Shimatsu said. 

"They gave us gifts to grow and 
develop, and enjoy a better life." 

Paula wanted to understand her 
mother and grandfather's stories at a 
young age. The adults did not want to 
talk about their painful experiences 
during World War II. She decided 
to write her high school report on 
the Japanese American experience 
and spent weeks entrenched at the 
Los Angeles Public Library. 

She was shocked to find the amount 
of literature about the internees, who 
were never a threat to the U. S. It was 
painful to learn about Japanese and 
Japanese Americans losing their 
homes, properties, lands, assets and 
businesses, while others benefited 
from their loss. People took notice of 
her knowledge and compassion for 
the subject matter. In high school, her 
sociology teacher asked her to teach 
the class on the experiences of the 
Japanese during World War II. 

Paula, a University of California, 
Berkeley, graduate with an expansive 
background in the entertainment and 
corporate field, would over 
the years help internees pre­
serve their experiences and 
personal artifacts, through 
oral histories to video and 
digital archiving. It has been 
her goal to ensure that any­
one is able to share material 
and preserve the material in 
manner that is usable for all. 

Paula was also invited to 
participate in a panel for 
a University of Southern 
California retrospecti ve of 
the iconic TV show "Twin 
Peaks," where she once 
worked as a unit publi-
cist. She asked if the USC 
Library was interested in 
archi ving all of her photos, 
negatives and documents 
from "Twin Peaks. "It was 
at this time that she sug-
gested the material from 
the Crystal City camp 
families. 

"Why not have material in differ­
ent places? People can access mate­
rial, create awareness and learning, 
and connect wi th one another," Paula 
said. 

She began working wi th Ken Klein, 
librarian at USC and head of the East 
Asian Library. 

"Materials that can give details 
about the Crystal City camp are a 
particularly important set of records 
because so little attention has been 
paid to his episode of history. It lies 
somewhat outside of the also very 
important but better-known history 
of Japanese American 'relocation 
camps,' and does fi t so neatly into 
that narrative. This is why we were so 
interested when Paula contacted us 
with the prospect of hosting records 
from some of the Crystal City camp 
families," Klein said. "From the 
beginning, she has told of her con­
cern that this history be preserved 
while some of the former residents 
are still alive and able to relate their 
experiences. Paula clearly feels a 
great responsibility to see her moth­
er's and others' life stories are pre­
served, and she has been dogged in 
this effort, even through some per­
sonal hardships and setbacks. This, 
in turn, increases my own sense of 
responsibility to do as much as I can 
to hel p further thi s effort. " 

Niiya believes historical preserva­
tion efforts are valuable and neces­
sary for many reasons. 

"On amicro level, all of us have our 
own family stories and histories. Is 
anyone taking the ini tiati ve to docu­
ment these? Whether through oral 
history interviews, organizing and 
digitizing of family documents and 
photographs, or other means, it is 
important that someone does. Even 
if no one is interested now, itis highly 
likely that someone - a child now, 
or maybe someone who hasn't even 
been born yet - will eventually, 
and that person will be eternally 

grateful for the work we can do 

now," Niiya said. "On a macro level, 
support organizations that do this 
kind of work, whether national orga­
nizations like Densho or local ones, 
whether as a volunteer, donor or user. 
As recent events have shown us, we 
have an important story to tell and a 
responsibility to tell it." 

Today, incendiary and false infor­
mation is on the rise, and historical 
aspects can be distorted by those 
who seek to serve hateful ideologies. 
The resurrection of past injustices 
driven by fear and racism is not a 
far off reality. Building awareness is 
more critical than ever. 

"The more people involved in the 
preservation of history, the more 
people who can be reached and 
affected by what happened. And that 
hopefully leads to more people being 
committed to never letting it happen 
again, which is a core principle of our 
work," said Ann Burroughs, interim 
president and CEO of the Japanese 
American National Museum. 

Said Hirabayashi, "It is exactly in 
the process of recounting and pre­
serving the personal stories of the 
individuals and families that suf­
fered from their imprisonment on the 
basis of race that we can convey to 
the public exactly what the price of a 
very flawed public policy can be on 
the psyches and lives of those subject 
to harsh, unjust treatment. " 

JACL's "Power of Words 
Handbook: A Guide to Language 
About Japanese Americans in 
World War II" is available at https:11 
jacl.orglwordpresslwp-contentl 
uploadsI201510SIPower-oj-Words­
Rev.-Term.-Handbook.pdj. 

For those interested in adding 
records related to Crystal City orany 
aspects of Asian or Asian American 
history, please contact Ken Klein 
at East Asian Library, USC 
Libraries, at kklein@usc.edu or call 
(213) 740-1772. 

' f 

Sumi (utsushigawa) 
Shimatsu is pictured in 1944 
when she was 16 years old. 
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COMMENTARY 

LEGAL-EASE: AN ATTORNEY'S PERSPECTIVE 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I
t's the most wonderful time of the year for 
many reasons: delicious feasts, twinkl.ing 
lights, gifts galore and an almost-tangIble 
spirit of joy that only the holiday season 

can bring. Most importantly, it is one of the few 
times during the year where everyone, despite 
their busy schedules, gathers together with their 
families. It is a time when we reminisce about the 
past, celebrate the present and contemplate the 
future. Accordingly, the holidays can be the ideal 
time to discuss with your loved ones one of the 
most important, yet one of the most overlooked, 
subjects: your estate plan. 

Frankly, this isn't the easiest topic to broach. 
Discussing death is morbid. Talking about personal 
finances can feel intrusive. And with these types of 
conversations, there is always the possibility of ini­
tiating a family fight. Despite all of this, however, 
these types of issues should be addressed now, so 
that the family does not have any confusion if and 
when the tough times come. 

So, what exactly should you discuss? What ques­
tions should you ask? Below are some questions 
that can be used to spark a conversation about the 
basic elements in one's estate plan. The questions 
are posed from the children's perspective, but they 
can certainly be altered to frame the parent's point 
of view. 

Mom and Dad, Do You Have a Will or a Trust? 
The fundamental document to every estate plan 

is a will or a trust. What's the difference between 
the two? Well, they're similar in that they both 
specify to whom you'd like your assets to go to 
after you're gone. 

However, the important distinction is that a will 
needs to be probated. Probate is the legal process 
where the court validates the will, inventories 
the deceased person's property, settles debts and 
distributes the remaining property per the will. 
The whole process is expensive, time-consuming, 
exhausting ... and completely preventable. 

Avoiding probate can be accomplished through 
the creation and proper funding of a revocable 
living trust. So, if your parents own real property 
(a home, income properties, etc.), then make sure to 
ask whether they have a trust. 

If they do, take a quick look to confirm that it's 
up to date. Oftentimes, parents will create a trust 
when they're in their 50s. At that time, their kids 
are in their late teens/early 20s, so parents appoint 
their siblings as successor trustee (the person who 
handles the affairs of the estate and ensures that 
the beneficiaries receive their inheritance). 

Twenty years go by. Now, Mom's brother, who 
was named as successor trustee, has passed away. 

Dad's sister, who was named as the alternate, has 
developed dementia. Since the kids are older, Mom 
and Dad can appoint them as successor trustees 
instead. Other life circumstances (e.g., birth of 
grandchildren) may also warrant updates to the 
trust. 

I recommend reviewing the trust with your 
parents to verify that their wishes are correctly 
memorialized. If not, then the trust can be amen-

ded to rectify any outdated provisions. First, it designates a trusted family member 
What About the Finances? ~ or friend (an "agent'') to make decisions on the 
In the best-case scenario, your parents will be ~ individual's behalf if he or she is incapacitated and 

able to handle their own finances until their dying ~ unable to do so his- or herself. 
day. But things happen: strokes, Alzheimer's and ~ Second, it leaves a set of instructions for the 
car accidents are just a few examples of ways your ~ agent regarding the individual's goals, values and 
parents could become temporarily or permanently . preferences for his or her healthcare. Parents 
incapacitated. Even if no serious ailments or illnes- normally appoint their children as agents, so if 
ses occur, your parents may start to slow down in you are unaware of your parents' wishes, consider 
their later years and request a bit of help managing asking the following: 
their finances. • What are your end-of-life decisions? Do 

If you think this could be the case, you should you want your life to be prolonged? Do you 
ask your parents if they have a Durable Power of ~ want treatments that relieve you from pain and 
Attorney for Finances. This legal document desig- ~ discomfort? 
nates and authorizes an individual - usually a ~ • What type of treatments do you approve 
responsible, trustworthy loved one - to assist with ~ of? There may be certain medications that 
finances and asset management. This power can ~ make your parents feel loopy, or they may be 
come into play upon your parents' incapacity or ~ opposed to particular surgical procedures. 
right away (so that either you or your parents can ~ If so, they should specify their wishes clearly. 
handle the finances). . • What is your opinion on artificial nutrition 

Unfortunately, people often do not realize how and hydration? Artificial nutrition and hyd-
critical it is to have a Power of Attorney until it's ration is a form of life-sustaining treatment 
too late. Consider this real-life example: At 83, that is given to an individual who cannot eat 
mother Linda was still very sharp until, all of a . or drink on his or her own. The nutrients are 
sudden, she suffered a severe stroke, leaving her in ~ generally delivered through a tube. 
a coma. When the property tax bill and mortgage ~ • What are your thoughts on organ donation? 
became due, daughter Danielle tried to access her ~ Within a Healthcare Power of Attorney, your 
mother's bank accounts to pay the bills. However, ~ parents can identify what organs, tissues or 
because Danielle wasn't authorized on that account ~ body parts they'd like to donate, as well as the 
to act on Linda's behalf, Danielle had to pay the ~ purpose for which the donation may be used 
bills out of her own pocket. ~ (e.g., transplant, research, education, etc.). 

If you haven't done so already, speak to your ~ • Would you authorize an autopsy to be 
parents and ask them at what point (if any) they performed on your body? 
would like you to step in to help with the finances • What are your post-death wishes? Do your 
and what they expect your responsibilities to be. parents want to be cremated with their ashes 
Keep in mind that it's imperative that they create spread in the ocean? Have they prepurchased a 
a Durable Power of Attorney for Finances while burial plot at a certain cemetery? 
they are still mentally competent. The sooner, It is extremely important to have your parents 
the better! ~ address these questions within their Healthcare 

What Are Your Healthcare Wishes? ~ Power Attorney so that if the time ever comes, 
One of the most difficult, but most important, ~ there is no confusion or hesitation over their 

conversations to have concerns one's healthcare ~ wishes. When you're in the hospital and the 
wishes. A Healthcare Power of Attorney, also ~ physician is asking you to make a tough call, the 
known as an Advanced Healthcare Directive or ~ last thing you want to do is wonder what your mom 
Medical Directive, is a written document that ~ or dad would've wanted. 
accomplishes several tasks. So, though it may be uncomfortable or painful 

~ccordingly, the holidays can be the ideal 
to do so, I encourage you to discuss these crucial 
issues over the holiday break to ensure that your 
parents' wishes are honored and their estate plan 

time to discuss with your loved ones one 

of the most important, yet one of the most 

overlooked, subjects: your estate plan. ' 

: is complete. 

~ Staci Yamashita-lida7Esq. is an Estate Planning 
~ attorney at Elder Law Services of California. She 
~ can be contacted at (310) 348-2995. The opinions 
~ expressed in this article are the author7s own and 
~ do not necessarily reflect the view of the Pacific 
~ Citizen or JACL. The information presented does 
~ not constitute legal advice and should not be 
~ treated as such. 
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COMMUNITY 

Why I Remember the Importance of 
Fighting for WHAT I KNOW IS RIGHT 
By Amelia Huster~ 
Contributor 

T
he results of the 2016 
presidential election hit 
hard on Tuesday evening, 
Nov. 8. Growing up in 

Berkeley, Calif., progressive and lib­
eral views are part of the air I breathe. 
Wednesday morning, I woke up in 
a trance and headed to my school, 
Berkeley High. I wasn't sure what to 
expect. 

Berkeley High is notorious for 
its amazing student activists and 
student-organized protests in response 
to systemic problems affecting our 
community. If the election of Donald 
Trump is not rooted in dozens of 
systemic problems facing our 
country, then I don't know what is. 

ing the 1,500-plus students gathered 
in chants. 

For almost two hours, students 
who were gathered on the court­
yard spoke, chanted, cried and found 
solidarity and comfort in each other, 
the Berkeley High community. After 
everyone who wanted to speak got a 
chance to do so, we all marched up 
to the UC Berkeley campus in a 
peaceful protest. 

Some teachers accompanied stu­
dents, one even handed out snacks 
and sunscreen, as we were there for 
many hours. Here, we were joined 
by Cal students and passersby who 
were experiencing the same emotions 
as we were: fear, uncertainty, doubt, 
anger, betrayal and so much more. 

Adding my voice to a growing 
chorus of youth speaking out against 
all the racist, sexist, homophobic, 

Islamophobic, ableist values that 
this one man, elected president, 
seemed to embody was extremely 
moving and motivational. 

As usual, I was inspired by my 
peers to not stop there. I attend­
ed a community gathering a 
couple of days later. It was a post­
election meeting meant to 
support our LGBTQ+ neighbors 
and see whatthey needed from the 
community going forward. 

It was at this meeting that I realized 
that my Japanese American commu­
nity was being targeted by the elec­
tion results, too. After the meeting, 
I was invited to speak at a gathering 
at San Francisco's Japantown Peace 
Plaza called "United for Compassion: 
A Community Gathering Against 
Hate." (See sidebar below.) 

The event was put on by the Bay 

Area Day of Remembrance 
Consorti um and sponsored by the 
San Francisco chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League, Nichi Bei 
Foundation, Japanese Community 
Youth Council, Japanese Cultural 
and Community Center of Northern 
California and Nakayoshi Young 
Professionals. 

Upon my arrival, I was greeted 
with the booming, strong, united 
voices of my fellow classmates and 
friends, who were all gathered in 
the courtyard. Students and teachers 
were taking turns expressing their 
feelings about the election and lead-

Following is the speech Amelia Huster gave at the 'United for Compassion: A Community 
Gathering Against Hate' event that was held in San Francisco's Japantown Peace Plaza. 

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF AMELIA HUSTER 

Amelia Huster 
spoke at a 
peaceful 
gathering that 
was held in 
San Francisco's 
Japantown 
Peace Plaza 
called "United 
for Compassion: 
A Community 
Gathering 
Against Hate." 

My grandma was born in Heart 
Mountain, Wyo., in an internment 
camp during World War II. I grew 
up hearing stories of the internment 
camp, stories of how my family 

was forcibly removed from their 
home, their farm, their life -

their rights as American 
citizens violated as they 

were sent off to the 
most remote places 
in our country to 
be isolated from 
society. 

This isola-
tion was based 
on an irratio­
nal fear - the 
fear that people 
who look dif­
ferent than you 
or have a differ­
ent heritage are 
somehow more 
likely to hurt 

you. I grew 
up think­
ing, "Wow, 
what a 
crazy thing 

to have hap­
pen. I am 
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so glad that time is behind us and 
nothing like that will happen again." 

Here we are in 2016, and now 
I am not so sure. 

Because of our internment and 
our past, it is vital for the Japanese 
American community and every 
community to join together to pro­
tect the rights of our fellow citizens 
that are being threatened by hateful 
fear-based rhetoric, the same hate 
speech that we were targeted with. 

Whether it be Islamophobic talk 
directed at Muslims, sexism toward 
women, homophobia toward the 
LGBTQ+ community or racism 
toward other minorities. This is all 
language that is used in an effort 
to dehumanize our brothers and 
sisters. Unfortunately, we all know 
what this language looks like. I see 
it at Berkeley High, one of the most 
diverse, progressive schools in the 
nation. 

However, the results of this elec­
tion are forcing us to talk about 
the most important issues that we 
thought we had made more prog­
ress on than we actually have. It is 
frustrating for me and many of my 
friends because we were not old 
enough to vote in this election, yet 
we will have to live in the world 

that it will inevitably shape. 

I know there is still hope because 
while the younger generation didn't 
have a vote, we do have a voice, and 
we have been using it and intend 
to keep using our united voice 
throughout these next four years to 
stand with and fight for our fellow 
citizens. Berkeley High School has 
already made national news when 
over 1,500 students walked out to 
protest the election results, and you 
better believe we will not stop there. 

So, when we see someone being 
harassed, we need to stand up. We 
need to call people out, question 
hateful speech that we may hear. I 
know that it can go against people's 
natural instinct to be assertive, to 
be pro-active in our day to day, but 
we need to have each others' backs 
because we are always stronger in 
numbers. 

From a student's perspective, 
in many classes at Berkeley High 
School, the curriculum is being 
shifted to focus on the result of the 
election and how we got here. 

In my economics class, we're 
looking at where we are on the 
business cycle and thinking about 
employment. In my Chicano Latino 
literature class, we're focusing on 
immigration reform. In my law and 
social justice class, we're reviewing 
our rights and analyzing landmark 
cases like Roe v. Wade. 

America is going to have edu­
cated, aware youths who will soon 
become adults that will hold posi­
tions of power and influence. We 
are the next lawmakers, teachers, 
journalists, politicians. Our future is 
still bright. I am not giving up hope, 
and I encourage all of you to not 
give up hope either. • 



It was an amazing experience to 
speak in front of hundreds of people 
of all ages, races and genders about 
such important issues facing us all. 

The other speakers were extremely 
moving. One man talked about 
his experience responding "no" 
to both loyalty questions while 
interned. 

When I look back on the weeks 
following the election, I remember 
the dazed and terrified faces of my 
community members. 

I remember members of the 
LGBTQ+ community asking 
questions like, "Does this mean I 
should hurry up and get married?" 
I remember people telling stories 
of how they were driven off 
the sidewalk by a white woman 
in a truck while walking their 
dog shortly after the election. I 
remember turning on the news 

COMMUNITY 

and hearing of a woman having 
her hijab pulled off her head. 
I remember my friends in tears 
and not knowing what to say to 
comfort them. I remember falling 
asleep with my mom in her bed 
because I was so afraid for our future 
- so uncertain. 

When I remember these things, 
I am reminded why we must 
never stop fighting for what 
we know is right, and when I 
remember the thousands of united 
voices of my classmates that 
day in the courtyard, I know we 
never will. 

Amelia Huster is currently a 
senior at Berkeley High School and 
a board member of the Berkeley 
Chapter of the ]ACL. She would 
like to major in environmental 
studies or child development. 

The event featured multiple speakers who were given the opportunity to 
share their feelings and thoughts regarding the outcome of the recent 
presidential election and what the result holds for people of all genders 
and cultures. 

BlRtDGING GENERATIONS: 
New Programs connecting 

Shin-Nikkei and Nik~ei members! 

Kurt Ikeda, Co·President 

kurlikeda@gmail.com 
Layne Sakamoto, Scholarship Chair 

laynesakamolo@live,com 

PHOTOS: AMELIA HUSTER 

SlO 
~11+Dvm Gtrl-hen '115 

Puyallup Valley JACL 
Chapter Members 
Wishes Everyone 

"HAPPY HOLIDAYS" 
President: Elsie Yotsuuye Taniguchi 

Vice-Pres: Eileen Yamada Lamphere 

Secretary: Elizabeth Liz Dunbar 

Treasurer: Dudley Yamane 

Membership: Stephen Kitajo 

Scholarship: Elsie T. & Eileen L. 

Youth Reps: Madison Akemi Ikeda 

Megan Kimiko Ingram 

Bryce Taishi Ikeda 
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Chono's 
SZECHUAN RESTAURANT 

4g5 TYLER STREHl' 
-'1ONTEREY, CA 93940 
PHOI\E: (831) 373-5153 

[<'AX: (831) 373-8359 

David & Kathy Yamada 
... and Justice for all 

SEASON'S GREETINGS Season's Greetings 

ALAN G. AMEMIY A, DDS 

Seaside Dental Group 
915 Hilby Ave., Ste. 21 

Seaside, CA 93955 
Rick & Ellie 
HATTORI 

(831) 394-5265 

Jenny & Joshua & Jessica 
Tommy, Danielie & 

Happy New Year 
Gung Hay Fat Choy 

LYLE & MEJA QUaCK 
and FAMILY March Rohwer 

Monterey, CA 
4107 Crest, Pebble Beach 93953 

Holiday Best Wishes! 

PENINSULA FLORAL 
- FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS -

Obara Family 

Monterey, CA 93940 • (831) 373-1122 

426 Work Street 
Salinas, CA 93901 

City of Salinas 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Larry Oda 
SUPERINTENDENT 

(831) 758-7233 
Fax (831 ) 758-7940 

Email larryo@c i.salinas.ca.us 

Season's Greetings 

Larr~ & Anne ada 
Monterey, CA 

Happy Holidays 

'1n memory of 
§ordon rR, 1fakagawa 2011 

Jeanne Nakagawa 
Marina, CA 93933 

Happy Holidays 
to Family & Friends 

Ala~ Atltetltiya 
- and-

li~da Kada~i 

7!oJtin 
ChapteJz 

Happy Holidays 
Pam Yoshida & Family 

Jamie, Kelli, Jayna 
Kaila, Jordyn, Sam, 

Kimi, Jeffere 

Max's GRILL 
209 Forest Ave PG93950 

831375-7997 
www.maxgrill.com 

Max & Yuko Muramatsu 

Celebrating 30 years 

OCEAN SUSHI Dt:LI 
Delicatessen & Catering 

Thank you for supp0l1illg our business 
from the Fukushima family 

165 Webster St. 2701 David Ave. @ Forest 
Monterey, CA 93940 
831.645.9876 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
831.649.1320 

Casual Cafe Take-Out Only 
www.oceansll shi.com 

Japanese American Citizen League e 
of the Monterey Peninsula 

~ 
Physical Address: 

fHOlidqy& 
Mailing Address: 

424 Adams Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 

FaceBook: JACL Monterey 

PO Box 664 
Monterey, CA 93942 

Officers and Board Members 

Jeff Uchida 
Arly La Mica 
Pam Yoshida 
Kaz Matsuyama 
Pam Dally-La Mica 

Larry Oda 
Anne Oda 
Jeanne Nakagawa 
Tim Thomas 
Aiko Matsuyama 

Holiday Greetings ... 

Stephen J. Ikemiya, D.D.S. 
General Dentistry 

333 EI Dorado St. Monterey I CA 93940 
831.649.0400 

•.• ffom my family to yours! 
Season~s Greetings 

Kaz Matsuyama 
Aiko Matsuyama 

MOl\TEREY PENINSULA JACL 
PAST PRESIDENTS 

*. 1(+ * .* 

Bob & Joan 

OUYE 
and FalDily 
Marina, CA 93933 

Season)s Greetings! 

from 

ceDe 
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Happy Holidays 
Jeff, Ryan, Michelle 

UCHIDA 

'l-ia,yy IJ{ew Year-Shinnen Ometkto 

R.S. SUZUKI JEWELERS 
Dorothy/Stewart, Hiroko & Satomi 

104 Webster Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 

(831) 655-1348 

May Laughter & Joy 
Fill Your Holidays! 

The Ishii Family 
Dr. Linden, Janice, 

Kristy & Brian 

JULIA TASHIRO 
(831) 899-0373 
695 Broadway 

Seaside, CA 93955 
Delivery Mtry. Peninsula 

Happy Holidays 

Mat's Radiator, Inc., D.B.A. 

PENINSULA RADIATOR SHOP 

Matao NishiguchilMoko & Suzan Nishiguchifrrent 

Jim, Cindy, Sarah, Samantha, Elizabeth, Anna, Rebecca Cox, 

Jeff, Denise, Hannah, Peter & Andrew Yip 

1775 Del Monte Blvd., Seaside, CA 93955 
Telephone (831) 394-5923 

Linden K. Ishii, D.D. S. 
General Dentistry 

Seaside Dental Group 
915 Hilby Avenue, Suite 21 

Seaside, CA 93955 

(831) 394-5265 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

STUART OSAKI, DDS 

8~ 1.424.0~OI • 780 E. ROMiE LANE • SALiNAS. CA 9~901 
8} I. H~.26}8 • 166 SARctENT CT. • MONTEREY. CA 9 }940 

Happy Holidays 
Walt, Marilyn & 

Kimberlee Uwate 
Carolyn & Brent 

Abrenica 

Seasons Greetings 

Idaho Falls 
J ACL 

Birthplace of 1000 Club 



YEAR IN REVIEW 

6APA T
he nation marks the end of 2016 with much anticipation 
and uncertainty. With Donald J. Trump set to become the 
45th president of the United States next month, all eyes 
are on the "president of the divided states of America." 

Following his historic victory in November, Trump is set 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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to inherit a nation that remains at odds over his surprising 
election-day win. In addition to homeland security threats on a 
global scale, issues pertaining to immigration, unemployment, 
collective bargaining rights, abortion rights, gun control, racial 
tensions, the recession - you name it - all await him on 
his first day in office. 

And with Trump's victory comes an AAPI community ready to 
ensure that civil rights are maintained and injustices of the past 
kept from being repeated again. February will mark the 75th 
anniversary of Executive Order 9066, a document that forever 
altered the lives of more than 120,000 Japanese Americans 
and their families. Let's hope the U.S. has learned its painful 
history lesson. 

PHOTO: ALLISON HARAMOTO • 

All eyes are on 2017. Let the healing begin. Now's the 
opportunity for ALL of us to help "make America great again." 
And the P.C., now heading into its 88th year in delivering the 
news that matters to you, will be there to report what happens. 1 Pacifica Companies Acquires Keiro 

Retirement Facilities 
Keiro announced that its escrow closed Feb. 5 with 

the sale of its facilities to Pacifica Companies after months of 
protests and debate. Pacifica has also leased the manage­
ment and operation of the four Keiro facilities to Aspen Skilled 
Healthcare and Northstar Senior Living. 

Keiro is now known as "Kei Ai," combining kei, meaning 
"respect" in Japanese with ai, meaning "love." Meanwhile, 
Keiro's Community Advisory Board is charged with overseeing 
the five-year transition period. The board will work to support 
the facilities' new operators and provide feedback and advice 
over the quality of care for residents. 

The transition of Keiro to Pacifica came after months of 
meetings, protests and discussions with community members, 
as well as letters written against the sale by supporters including 
Congresswomen Maxine Waters and Judy Chu, Assemblyman 
David Hadley and former Sec. of Transportation Norman Mineta. 

Members of a Keiro Ad Hoc Committee also filed requests for 
a temporary halt to the sale with the Los Angeles Superior Court 
and an investigation into civil rights complaints resulting from 
the sales action; both were denied. 

Keiro Chairman of the Board Gary Kawaguchi shared that 
while the decision was difficult to make, the transition would 
ensure the best quality of care and services available to the 
community when Kei Ai begins operation. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

3 President Obama Makes a Historic Visit to 
Hiroshima, Japan 

PHOTO: WJTV 

President Barack Obama 
made a historic visit to 
Hiroshima, Japan, on May 
27, where he declared the 
hallowed ground of Hiroshima 
a fitting place to summon 
people everywhere to 
embrace the vision of a world 
without nuclear weapons. 

During his visit, Obama 
also acknowledged, but did 
not apologize for, the U.S. 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. He also called 
for a nuclear-free future. 

"We may not realize this 
goal in my lifetime, but 
persistent effort can roll 
back the possibility of 
catastrophe," Obama said 
during the service. 
Nearly 140,000 people per­

ished after a U.S. warplane 
targeted Hiroshima on Aug. 
6, 1945; another 70,000 more 
were killed when a second 
bomb was dropped on Naga­
saki three days later. 

Following the deadly attacks, 
Japan surrendered to end 
World War II. 
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2 Oregon Officially Designates March 28 as Minoru 
Yasui Day 

Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown signed House Bill 
4009 on March 28, of­
ficially recognizing the 
date as Minoru Yasui 
Day. The bill, which was 
unanimously approved 
by both Houses of the 
Oregon Legislature, will 
forever commemorate 
the day that Yasui violated the military 
curfew in order to initiate his test case. 

Family and friends witnessed the 
signing of HB 4009 by Gov. Brown at 
the World Trade Center in Portland. 
The signing was attended by nine 
members of Portland JACL in addition 
to key elected officials and members 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF HOLLY YASUI 

of Yasui's family. 
Following the ceremony, participants 

then adjourned to the Oregon Nik­
kei Endowment to take part in the first 
Minoru Yasui Day" March for Justice." 
People from all walks of life "walked 
the walk" in honor of Yasui's coura­
geous act of resistance in 1942. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• · 4 United We Stand: The Nation Pays Tribute to Lives 
: Lost in Orlando's Nightclub Shooting 
• 
• • The Pulse nightclub 
• shooting in Orlando on 
• June 12, in which 49 
• • lives were violently cut 
• short by the senseless 
• act of one killer, turned 
• • what was supposed 
• to be a safe, fun night 
• of revelry into a sober-
• • ing scene now all too 
• familiar in the U.S. 
• Thousands across 
• • the country organized 
• vigils, rallies and 
• marches for the victims of the deadly 
• • attack at Pulse, a popular gay club. 
• In Los Angeles, hundreds gathered at 
• City Hall to remember the victims and 
• • instill love for their fellow man. Among 

those in attendance 
was Marsha Aizumi, an 
advocate in the LGBT 
community, author and 
frequent contributor to 
the Pacific Citizen. 

In her June 17 column 
in the P.C, Aizumi wrote, 
"The names of the 
people murdered in Or­
lando were read along 
with their ages. It was a 

PHOTO: MARSHAAIZUMI night to grieve, to sup-
port each other, to talk 

about this devastation, to find strength, 
but most of all to come together with 
love, so that those who would bring 
fear, shame and hatred to our door 
would not be allowed to come in." 

» See ROUNDUP on page 38 

1) Keiro's Boyle Heights location (pictured) is one of four Keiro facilities now being managed by Aspen Skilled Healthcare and Northstar Senior Living. 2) Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 

(center) signs H B 4009, officially recognizing March 28 as Minoru Yasui Day. Among those in attendance to commemorate the occasion were Yasui's daughter, Holly Yasui (front row, right). 

3) During his historic visit to Hiroshima, Japan, President Barack Obama acknowledged - but did not apologize for- the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 4) Thousands 

attended a vigil organized by the Los Angeles LGBT Center, which was held in front of Los Angeles City Hall following the June 12 shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Fla. 
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IN-DEPTH 

The Ikeda family opens up about their 

personal recollections of wartime 

incarceration in Canada - and the 

silence and stigmas associated with it 

- during and after World War II. 

By Diana Morita Cole~ 
Contributor 

Jane and 
Ed Ikeda at 
Tashme 

JACL passed a resolution at its 
47th National Convention in July 
to recognize the violation of civil 
rights that Canadian citizens 
of Japanese descent suffered at 
the hands of their govern­
ment throughout World War II 
and for three and a half years 
following the formal surender 
of Japan. The resolution was 
sponsored by the organization~s 

Philadelphia Chapter and its 
president~ Scott Nakamura. 

An internment storage box, engraved with "Mrs. G.Y. 
Ikeda, Reg #05802" 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF ED IKEDA 

Gravestones at Mountain View Cemetery in Vancouver of Tsune and 
Umijirou Ikeda (in kanji) and Itsuko and George Yoshinori Ikeda (below) 

T
his holiday season is a sea­
son to remember, a time to 
make sense of our personal 
and collective histories. For 

remembering can build a connection 
between our now and then, creating 
a vital link to those areas of psycho­
logical neglect, too often kept buried 
from ourselves and our children. 

Indeed, the theme of hushed silence 
and hidden memories is crucial to 
the understanding of the story of 
the 22,000 Japanese Canadians who 

were torn from their homes and 
expelled from the Pacific coast 
during World War II. 

Joy Kogawa, a renowned 
Canadian writer, expressed this 
theme of silence and forgetting 
in the poetic opening to her 
1981 novel "Obasan": 

I hate the stillness. I hate the 
stone. I hate the sealed vault 
with its cold icon ... 

Unless the stone bursts with 
telling, unless the seed flowers 
with speech, there is in my life 
no living word. 

In 1945, after the end of 
the war, Japanese Canadians 
were ordered to leave Brit­
ish Columbia. They could 
accept the proceeds from the 
sale of their properties and 
receive free passage to Japan 
in exchange for their citizen­

ship. Or, they could receive train 
fare and a paltry allowance to move 

east of the Rockies. Unlike in the 
United States where ethnic com­
munities were established in various 
cities, in Canada, Nikkei families 
were consigned to live in isolation 
of one another, in small towns and 
on farms where there were labor 
shortages to fill. 

The racism they continued to face 
from white society fostered both 
silence and forgetting. Today, more 
than half a century later, few talk 
willingly about what happened. 

Held in remote, mountainous ghost 
towns where they starved and some­
times died and also deprived of the 
support of their fathers and sons 
who were sent away to slave in work 
camps, Japanese Canadians were 
fleeced of their vast holdings in the 
Lower Mainland and forced to pay 
for their own imprisonment. 

Far too many of their descendants 
report that they were never told by 
their elders or teachers in school 
about the inordinate cruelty foisted 
upon their families by their own 
government. 

By 1944, when it became clear that 
Japanese American citizens in the 
U.S. could no longer be deprived 
of their freedom of movement, in 
Canada, Prime Minister William 
Lyon MacKenzie King and his 
Liberal Party became alarmed at 
the prospect of Japanese Canadians 
returning to the coast to claim what 
was once their homes and property. 



Ugll8 \he authOllty of \he Nauonal 
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&guuuOJ 10 May 1946. the 
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slup and barushed \hem IJ Japan Ln 
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the fact that tIlfOo-llurds of the dep:lr­
tees ~re !.:1m 10 canada. and had 
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hlling III demal If I coul:! have 
'Wken up blorre aOO bl~-eyedfor 
a week. I 'Wuld have been SIfId to 
die. We h: driven by past hurts but 
live 10 the present. " 

But. Hayes went on to SIIY, '1 
00 reIMmber bema happy in New 
Dmver I thoushtit w~ ll::mnal for 
the walls in a muse to bu:k1e " 
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forslavc wages 'I 1eJWVe all pe13.)ns of Japanese 
In one S'\:)JY. Ikeda '!I UJJ:le. Ed onalD from the C~ .. Shortly aile r. 

Ikeda. who was 3 yeal5 old wn I Hayes. w parelllS ml w o1der 
Ills filTllly WI mspliEed to Rose- i brother. Ed. ere confined to an 
bery. firdsa hurrurull8lmdandwnts anunal bam En HasIlfl&SPark. 
to make a pel of il A$ Ed Ikeda People ~ Wded and mVlded. 
explamed. 'We were seDt away. we _ hke caule _ dlspeI!led to separ­
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In a recent telepmne in"'rview. I~ Okim\ll1l Ikeda. were forcIbly 
Ikeda k father. Fred. WM was Mm rerooved to Rosebery. a pnson camp 
In Alberta m 19!'J. reported that m m the Kootenays ouade New Den­
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lo81caI 19:IlallJn that eJU!lS WIthin 
\he wn geoaraphy of \he Ganadlan 
lardtcape ml pS)dte of 115 mhalnl .. 
~. 

Jlne tkeda Hayes. Fred. lkeda's 

hke many able-bodied Japanese 
CanlW:llan males, was eXIled to 
hve and worl:: ED a IE»:I camp. In 
Ills case. he \lias sent to bUll:! the 
Hope·Pnrreton H18hway 

Ed Ikeda says he never saw Ills 
father 88am WlIlI aft:r the war. when 
Ills family was m:lved to Alberta ED 
1 ~~5 B.tt Hayes '-I!lpects Yostuoori 
Ikeda did return mtemuttenUy to the 
next priron camp \hey were mId 
in, willch was Tashme. neilr Hope. 
B.G ·tlow else would I Itmember 
\he wlll\!l di"aWlull13 bllS fiDed WIth 
copper lllckels?"she asked 

Ed Ikeda also recalled in !(11M 

detail his family's detention Ell 
Tas-hme - • Site bwlt far lI'IoIlIy from 
\he other mne pnson camps for \he 
filTllhes of \he men ~118 on \he 
Hope .. Pnn:ErtDn ~ay 
ib: eoncbll.OllS weIt brutal There 

v. l'lO llIsutElllOll. ml .... e were 11y.. 
Ina In a duplex. WIth an open cell1l18 
.... mre IVC could mar llhat was 801118 
on nextdoor There IW:$l'lO pnvacy. " 
~~d 

He also remembers a IMXden bath 
and Ius roother ret:elVllI8 a Jar. at 
re8ular mtervals. filled \!11th coms 
- the pa\1Ty wa8l's Ills fa\hereamed 
by bUlldill8 OC Hwy 3 .\ have a 
PIcture of my father 'WOOll8 on 
the Illghway, " m recalled. Thre 
was a ~Illne, but the crews only 
used pick .. xci . Ilxlvels and wmel­
ball"OW!l" 

........ " .. ~ . ' .. " .. " 

older_r. lias 1Dm 10 May 19.41. .~~:~~~~~~~!!!!~~~:~::~~l JUSla shJn ume belilre hl:r fam~y 
WlI ordered. to HasuIl8S I'arIr. tn a 
~nt conveE"!8~on. she confided. II .. k __ III (/I'om /dI, 
, 've never read those !.:Ioles. like I d • .lone and I. ed, .. 1O 14 
·Obasan. • because r mm' lIIilllt to 

n SII FEEUIIOS on pal/l40 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 

ROUNDUP » 
continued 
from page 35 5 JACL Executive Director 

Priscilla Ouch ida Resigns; 
Organization Appoints 

Interim Leadership 

Upon the sudden resignation of Executive 
Director Priscilla Ouchida on June 14, JACL 
immediately appointed JACL Midwest 
Director William Yoshino and Pacific South­
west Regional Director Stephanie Nitahara 
as interim executive director and associate 
director, respectively. 

In a statement released by the JACL 
National Board, it acknowledged and 
thanked Ouchida for her service and 
vowed to move forward as an organization 
committed to its core values and mission 
of promoting "civic engagement and 
advocacy at the national and local levels 
and to ensure that our community is well 
represented in all aspects of society." 

Yoshino and Nitahara assumed their new 
roles on June 23. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

7 Pomona Assemby Center Holds Dedication 
Ceremony 

In commemoration 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

of the closing of the 
Pomona Assembly 
Center on Aug. 24, 1942, 
the Fairplex, the actu­
al center site, unveiled 
the Pomona Assembly 
Center plaque honor­
ing Japanese Americans 
detained at the Los An­
geles County Fairgrounds 
during WWII on Aug. 24, 
the 74th anniversary of 

PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA 

the center's closing. 
The Pomona Assembly Center 

held people from California's Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and Santa 
Clara counties. The fairground was 
one of the 15 temporary assembly 
centers established during WWII 
pursuant to Executive Order 9066. 

"The plaque will let people 
know of how 5,514 of us were un-

fairly treated by the hysteria and • 
• discrimination of that time," said • 

Bacon Sakatani, chair of the. 
Pomona Assembly Center Commit- • 

• tee, who was sent to Pomona with • 
his family. "The Pomona Assembly. 
Center is probably one of the least- • 

• known places, and now we have • 
a plaque that will let people know • 
what happened here." • 

• 
• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

6JACL Installs New National Board at Annual 
National Convention in Las Vegas 

Delegates from across the 
country convened in Las Vegas 
July 10-14 for the 47th annual JACL 
National Convention at the Monte 
Carlo Hotel and Casino. 

There they voted to install a new 
board as well as discussed the next 
steps in finding a new executive 
director as well as address deep 
financial troubles and dwindling 
membership. 

Gary Mayeda from the Pacific 
Southwest District succeeded Da­
vid Lin as new national president; 
Mayeda previously served on the 
National Board and has been a 

JACL member for 28 years. 
Mayeda then met with his new 

board to collaborate on a road 
map for the next two years. Initia­
tives included improving commu­
nication channels between staff, 
the national board and chapters. 
Other challenges include ensuring 
the longevity of the Pacific Citizen. 
During the convention, the Nation­
al Council approved a surcharge 
to members of up to $25 to receive 
a printed copy of the P.e. Exact 
details regarding the rollout of that 
surcharge are being finalized and 
will be addressed in the new year. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

8Honouliuli National Monument - JCCH 
Education Center Opens to the Public 

The Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawaii officially opened the new 
Honouliuli National Monument -
JCCH Education Center on Oct. 
22. 
The new center features photos 

of the Honouliuli Internment Camp, 
artifacts from the in­
ternees, oral history 
videos and virtual 
tours of the Honouliuli 
National Monument. 
It also provides stu­
dents, teachers and 
the community the 
opportunity to learn 
more about the new 
national monument, 
its history and its 

lessons for the future. 
"It will be a place for us to 

reflect upon the lessons of war, 
civil liberties, peace and recon­
ciliation," said Carole Hayashino, 
president and executive director 
of the JCCH. 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF JCCH gRecord Number of 
AAPls Elected to 
Congress in 2016 • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Voters elected a record number 
of Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders to Congress on Nov. 8. 
Congress will now welcome 14 AAPI 
voting members, two more than the 
previous record. 

Among those to emerge victorious 
were Kamala Harris, who becomes 
the first Indian American woman 
elected to the U.S. Senate, and Rep. 
Tammy Duckworth (D-Chicago), 

who will represent her state of Illinois. Harris and Duckworth join Mazie 
Hirono of Hawaii. 

Pramila Jayapal won the 7th Congressional district in Washington, 
becoming the first Indian American woman elected to the House of 
Representatives. Stephanie Murphy of Florida won the 7th District of 
Florida, becoming the first Vietnamese American woman in Congress. 

Other winners included Ro Khanna and S. Raja Krishnamoorthi. 
Colleen Hanabusa also will represent District 1 in Hawaii, and re­
elected to Congress were Rep. Ami Bera, Rep. Judy Chu, Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard, Rep. Ted Lieu, Rep. Doris Matsui, Rep. Grace Meng and 
Rep. Mark Takano. 

I~tJ CGfi~: 

: 10 The Nation Commemorates the 75th 
• Anniversary of Pearl Harbor 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Dec. 7, 1941, is a date that will forever "live in infamy." This month marked 
the 75th anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the sinking of the 
mighty battleship USS Arizona. More than 2,400 were killed on that fateful 
day, plunging the U.S. into World War II. 

More than 9,000 people gathered Dec. 7 to pay tribute to the events 
of the day, including four of the last five survivors of the Arizona. The 
90-minute ceremony also included a moment of silence when the bombs 

started falling, 7:55 a.m. 
Said Adm. Harry Harris 

Jr., commander of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, dur­
ing the ceremony, "Those 
who survived Pearl Har­
bor also left us a warning. 
Remember Pearl Harbor. 
Keep America alert. Eter­
nal vigilance is the price 
of liberty - an imperative 
to never be caught by 
surprise again." 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF PEARL HARBOR 75TH COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

5) Upon the resignation of Executive Director Priscilla Ouchida, JACL appointed interim leadership William Yoshino and Stephanie Nitahara to guide the organization. 6) A new JACL 

National Board was installed by the Hon. Norman Mineta during the National Convention held in Las Vegas, Nev. 7) Representing the senior attendees at the Pomona Assembly Cen­

ter plaque dedication were (seated) Tosh Asano, 93, and Helen Munekiyo, 96, and (back row, from left) Yosh Kuromiya, 93, and Ted Hashimoto, 95. 8) JCCH staff, NPS rangers, donor 

representatives and elected Hawaiian government officials participated in the official ribbon-cutting ceremony to open the doors to the new education center. 10) The USS Missouri 

and USS Arizona (foreground) memorial 
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DONATE TO THE 2016 
JACL ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN! 
The strength of the Japanese Ameri can Citizens League 

lies within our members and friends. 
Become a part of the JACL legacy anddonate today! 

Visit us online at: www.jacl.orgj donate 
Or mail contributions to: 

Japanese American Cit izens League 
P. O.Box 45397 

San Francisco, CA 94145-0397 
Donations of $250 or more will receive a thank you gift from the Japooese American National Museum store ! 

YES! I would like to col1tribuu to JACl! 
Yes, I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution of: 

o [ $100 1 0 [$250 1 oJ [$500 1 0 [$1 .000 1 0 other $ ___ _ 

Donation Thank You gifts from the 
Japanese American National Museum: 

• $250: Nisei Generation Blend Tea 

• $500: Only What You Can Carry Tote Bag 

• $1000: WA-GO Insulated Bottle 

plea5E! return Ihis form with your (he<:k payable to Japanese 
American Citizens l eague (jACL). All contributions are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. JACl Tax 10 #94-1245885 

o Check enclosed, payable to JACL 

Donations (an also be made 
online at www.laci.org/ donate, 
or by going 10 www.jaci.ofg 
and followir19 the link on the 
donation page. 

To make a gill over the 
phone, or if you have any 

questions, please call us at 
(415) 921·5225 

o Pl ease charge my: 0 VISA 0 American Express 0 MasterCard 0 Discover 

Name as it appears on card ____________ Security code ____ _ 

Card 00. Exp Date ______ _ 

Name E-mai l 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone (home) PhOne (cell) 

Please make this gift 0 In Memory of _________________ _ 

O lnHonorof __________________ _ 

o I wou ld like 10 know m ore about including JACl in my estate pl<lns. 
o I would like 10 opt ou t of receiving the thank you gifts this year. 
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FEELINGS» oontin .. d from paUl 37 

Ed Ikeda remembers receiving fOO::\ In a box rot doesn't koow 
if that was the regular delivery systEm. 'lhere were ooxes of 
~m, tioe am oranges II/fapped in tissue IJdpef that I used to 
make jX!ractmtes to throw frem the top ofa p]e ofrailrw:! ties," 
he said 

Official reports ilXlicate that relatives In war-tom Jaj:ll.n 
ellen iliwect fcoj items to their relatives in Camda t:«ause 
the government had frozen the bank a=unts c{ the JalJdnese 
CanMlans. Dellled access to tbelf savings, the caj::(ive NIkkei 
wore still eXj)(\:ted to PlY fcr their cwn fcod, blankets, ctothing 
and bui lding !Uwhes frem the small monthly allcwaoce they 
IeCe:ved 

The three members of the Ikeda family were eventually 
disr<~ed from Tashme to New Denver 

Ed Ikeda remembers living close to a moontain aoo &:;covering 
iroo pynte, which he believe::! was gold His mother tried grow­
ing tomatoes to make ketchup - "We didn' t have anythenl " -
and remembers going oown to Slocan Lake to gather up ice for 1 .. _________ _ 
making ice cream. "Mymctherr.everccmplained," he said. "She 
IItlS a capable mman. She sewe1 my pants , shirts aoo knitted " 

Like It!Uko Ikeda, Nikke. w:::men became the mainstays 
ci theIr tToken, cletained famlhes after their husbands were 
lWisked away to labcc camps. Any man who begged to remain 
II.i th hi s family was sent even further away to OIle of the POW 
camps in Ontario, where he was forced to wear 3 unifetm ll.ith 
an crange target j:6lnte::\ on his tack.-

After the war eooed in 1945, the entire Y oshioon Ikeda fallllly 
IWS displaced again - east cl the Rocties. They moved to 
Picrure Butte , Alberta , where Douglas Ikeda, Yosllloori's 
tTother, OIIIIled a constru:;:tion comp:my. The reunited family cl 
four hVed In a chicten coop, hauling water from a cIstern before 
Cbuglas Ikeda was able to find them a suitat:l.e hcuse to rent 

"My father was a strangE!"," Ed Ikeda recalled "I hadn't seen 
him until the family zooved to Alberta. He wrked Wlthmyunde 
to build hoose;." 

Fred Ikeda, Ed's ~ungest sitiing, was bern in Lethbridge, 
Alberta, in 1950. 'Mlffi asked abcut his birthp,ace, Fred Ikeda 
Slid he has no idea why his ttrth certificate says he was rom in 
Lethbridge, whffi his family was living in Picture Butte at the 
time. According to hi s j:;tE!",]aIle Ikeda Hayes, Lethtridge had 
the only hospital In the area . "Picture Butte was Just a oooch ci 
!Ugar beet farms, " she said 

Machin e ry and Jap<Jn e . e Canooi<Jn kJbore " at a rooo .~e 

-
A ~ar later in 1951, Yoshincri zooved his family ba::k to 

Vanoouvff, B.C , where they all !Oct: tempccary lo::l8J.ng at the 
Roosev~t Hotel and thffi at a roarding hoose 00 AlexaooE!" 
Street for arout four months. Ed Ikeda recal led , "My fathff 
tought a rouse at 5492 Killarney. It had cheny tree; and app,e 

Yo.hino ri Ikeda { • .,cand loam /he ,it;It#} build in g th e Hope _ Princeto n hlghwcrv 

tree, The fruit frem the trees was clelicious l" But Ed Ikeda's 
zoother was embarrasse::\ be:cause she thcught her husband oould have tought 
a W tE!" hoose 

Hayes remembers her famIly liVIng in a very smal l hoose IIoIth a lean-to 
00 Killarney Street '1'here wasn't roem eoough for me in the hoose, " she 
SlId. So she slep: alooe In the lean-to, whld1 was damp and COVE!"ed ll.ith 
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tiack mad 
Dunng this time, Ed Ikeda ' s 

fatherwrked as a handyman for Dr. 
Ballard at hi s rome "We '.!.ere dirt· 
\X'X: Ed Ikeda said. "I doo 't krolll 

00111 my father managed to give 
me 25 cents a week for allow­
ance. That was a princely sum 
brk then. " 
Ha~s recalls hE!" father mrk­

ing as a janitor for the Niagara 
tbtel until he was 83 ~ars old 
Their mother wxked in a soop 
00 Alma Street, sewing llle::lding 
dresses, just as :te hoo whffi she 
renuned to Canooa after caring 
for her grandmother in Hiro­
shima before the war 

"I was never close to my 
fathE!", " Ed Ikeda said. "We 
dIdn't know each other. He 
nevE!" talked abcut himself cr 
the hardship he hoo to eooure." 
Ed Ikeda also explained that 
hi s ~ungerbrcther Fred, Mark 
Ikeda's fathff, w:::uldn't know 
mud! atout the mtemmffit 
because he was bern wel l after 

the war had enc\ed 
"I never heard any stories atout 

the intemmffit because my famIly 
ti<Xked it cu~" Fred Ikeda s.M 

It is this gauze of sileoce, this gen­
erational abseoce ci memay that 
Mark Ikeda' s drama "Sansei The 
Storyteller" rips q:>en, tringing tears 
ci awe to members ci the audi­
Eflce when they hear the hum cl the 
hummingbird's WIngs , carrying them 
into a story of remembering the plst 

As harsh as they are, these stones 
must be respe:::ted if the atroot!es 
cl the past are to be prevffited from 
haj:ge!ung ooce again 

"ImagiIle, walking through the 
archway Into the oolding faclhty in 
the Hastings Street hene barns, or at 
camp, or a POW camp in Ontario," 
Marl:: Ikeda SlId. "'Mlffi we arnve 
in the camp, scrnectle SlyS, ' When 
'.!.e enter thi s gate, we shall never be 
a1lcwed to leave again until the war 
IS over 

"Let's remember this feeling, " Marl:: 
Ikeda CClltlnued. "Aoo remember, nct 
ooe Canooian lalll was broken" • 
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By Rob Buscher~ 
Member~ ]ACL Philadelphia Board of Directors 

J
ust over 50 years ago amidst the height 
of the Civil Rights Movement, the New 
York Times Magazine published perhaps 
the single most important article about the 

Japanese American community to date. 
What seemed at the time to be an 

innocuous editorial piece about the 
successes of the JA community, the article 
dubbed us (and all AAPls by exten­
sion) as the "Model Minority." Titled 
"Success Story, Japanese-American Style," 
this eight-page article, written by William 
Pettersen, made the case that despite many 
hardships, JAs had pulled themselves up 
by their bootstraps and established a stable 
and successful community without any 
outside assistance. 

This was dangerous for two reasons: It 
implied that JAs (and all AAPls by asso­
ciation) are insular communities that thrive 
in isolation and do not require government 
support or other intervention, and it delib­
erately drove a divisive wedge between our 
community and other communities of color. 

The premise of this article was that 
because Japanese Americans accepted the 
mass incarceration without complaint, we showed 
a certain "moral character" and "work ethic" 
that allowed us to succeed where other "problem 
minorities" had failed. But this was only part of 
the story. 

No, our community did not passively nor 
quietly accept this situation; we bided our time 
and planned for the future. An entire generation of 
young men paid a blood-tax, enlisting to serve in 
the same military that kept their families behind 
barbed-wire fences. There were also plenty of 
dissenters who refused to sign the loyalty ques­
tionnaire - and the No-No Boys who outright 
resisted camp administration. Our elders were 
revolutionaries whose very existences were acts 
of resistance. 

For most of our history, AAPls have struggled to 
find their place in a society that sees race and eth­
nicity as a black-white binary. A few stories come 
to mind that perfectly encapsulate this experience. 

I've been told by several JA elders who did voter 
registration work in the segregated Jim Crow 
South about the first time they had to choose 
between using the white or colored bathroom, 
drinking fountain or bus section. Mostly every-

COMMUNITY 

(From left) NBC10 news anchor Denise Na~ano, 
special guest Mia Yamamoto and JACL PhIla­
delphia President Scott Nakamura at a JAC~ 
Philadelphia event on achieving transequahty. 

one I spoke to told me they picked colored when 
given the choice, since it was clear that they were 
not white. However, one woman remembering her 
first time on a segregated bus told me she must 
have seemed so visibly perplexed that an African­
American woman took her by the arm and sat her 
in the middle. 

In many ways, our community is in the middle. 
We enjoy relative privilege as a so-called "Model 
Minority." We are not being actively profiled 
by law enforcement in the same ways that 
members of the African-American, Latino or 
Middle Eastern communities are. 

Derisively referred to as the "honorary whites" 
by some, we are perceived as a nonthreatening 
standard to which all other minority groups should 
be held. It should come as no surprise that many 
would choose to buy into this idea, especially as 
newer waves of Asian immigrants struggle to find 
their place in this country. It is easier to be associ­
ated with whiteness than blackness in a society 
that upholds white supremacy and anti-blackness. 

But our community is still at-risk in many ways. 
We live in a social climate where it has become 
acceptable to incorporate hate speech as political 

rhetoric, and white national­
ists have been given a legiti­
mate platform in our nation's 
highest office. 

d Black lives Matter-los Angeles at 
NY/SC representat.ives honore ntion in las Vegas, Nev. 
the 2016 JACl National Conve 

It seems like references to 
the JA incarceration have 
become more frequent and 
positive in tone, cited as a 
precedent for possible future 
Muslim bans or deportations. 
One does not have to search 
hard to find the latent racism 
toward Japanese and Japa­
nese Americans on Dec. 7 
and other auspicious WWII 
anniversary dates through­
out the year. In the visitor 
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PHOTOS: COURTESY OF ROB BUSCHER 

JACL Philadelphia board members Don Kajioka 
(far left), Rob Buscher (right center) and Hiro 
Nishikawa (second from right) with Muslim 
American leaders at a solidarity picnic, held at 
AI-Aqsa Mosque, which was vandalized in late 
2015 by an act of anti-Muslim bigotry. 

books at Manzanar and elsewhere, messages sup­
porting the camps have been written recently by 
individuals who agree with E.o. 9066. 

I suppose it should not shock us either that dur­
ing the recent tsunami scare in Japan, the com­
ment section on Fox News' live feed was filled 
with remarks such as: "Deport Japan," "if we can 
nuke to destroy there [sic] population least nature 
will do humans nuke job :) more deaths the better 
when it comes to Asians there [sic] lives are as 
worthless as a cockroach," "GOD BLESS HIRO­
SHIMA BOMBINGS" and "i hope you japs die." 

But what would it take for the Internet rav­
ings of white nationalists to materialize as actual 
violence? Just over 30 years ago as the media 
blamed Japanese auto imports for American fac­
tory closures, Vincent Chin was killed by Detroit 
autoworkers who thought he was Japanese. 

As economic and political tensions rise between 
the U.S. and China, it is not unfathomable to 
imagine a situation where East Asians could again 
be targeted in the near future. 

We are at a point now as a nation, but also as 
a community, where it has become necessary to 
choose whether we fight on the right side of his­
tory or idly abide by the status quo of oppression. 

This rift in our country will not be solved by 
people signing Internet petitions or wearing safety 
pins - only by deliberate and direct action align­
ing our community with all people of color and 
other historically underrepresented communities. 

It is time to go back to grassroots activism and 
form broad-based coalitions that express solidar­
ity with other marginalized peoples. I argue that 
we as AAPls are best suited for this challenge. 

We took AAPI, an umbrella term created as a 
matter of bureaucratic convenience, and trans­
formed it into a full-fledged, cultural-political 
union through the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Movement. Our demographic encom­
passes incredible diversity of ethnicity, color, 
religion, language and culture - yet, for the 
most part, we are able to relate with one another 
through our shared experiences of otherness and 
rally around each other's causes. 

As a microcosm of American society, AAPI 
community spaces have achieved a level of inclu­
siveness unparalleled. Let us become a new 
model for inclusion, solidarity and resistance and 
lead our communities through this unprecedented 
time • 



BEST CAR LOANS 

The APRs listed above are our best rates for 
a 60 month term. Your rate may be higher 
depending on different terms and your 
credit history. "Cash Back" Loans have a 
prepayment penalty if paid off during the 
first year. Call or see website for details. 
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(800) 544-8828 

www·iaclcu.com 

HOLIDAY 6 



NATIONAL 

MAYA LIN RECEIVES PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM 

P
resident Barack Obama 
honored artist Maya Lin, 
designer of the Vietnam 
War Memorial in Washing­

ton, D.c., with the Presidential Med­
al of Freedom on Nov. 22 during a 
ceremony at the White House. 

The award is the nation's highest 
civilian honor for those who have 
made meritorious contributions to the 
security or national interests of the 
United States, to world peace or to 
cultural or other significant public or 
private endeavors. 

Lin is known for her work in sculp­
ture and landscape art. As a senior at 
Yale University, she came up with 
the design for the memorial, a design 
that earned her a B+ grade but also 

PHOTO: THE WHITE HOUSE 

Maya Lin receives the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President 
Barack Obama at the White House on Nov. 22. Lin is best known for her 

design of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

allowed her to emerge as the winner ~ the design for the Vietnam Veterans 
of a nationwide competition to create ~ Memorial. 

"The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
has changed the way we think about 
monuments, but also about how we 
think about sacrifice, and patriotism 
and ourselves," said Obama during 
the ceremony. "Maya has given us 
more than just places for remember­
ing - she has created places for us to 
make new memories. Her sculptures, 
chapels and homes are 'physical acts 
of poetry,' each reminding us that 
the most important element in art or 
architecture is human emotion." 

Lin has since pursued an award­
winning design career. Her other 
works include the Civil Rights 
Memorial in Montgomery, Ala., and 
the Wave Field at the University of 
Michigan. • 

GO FOR BROKE NATIONAL EDUCATION CENTER NAMES MITCHELL 
MAKI PRESIDENT AND CEO 
Maki assumes permanent leadership of the 

Nisei veterans' educational organization. 

LOS ANGELES - Go For Broke 
National Education Center announced 
Nov. 30 that Mitchell T. Maki, Ph.D., 

has been named president and CEO, 
effective Dec. 1. 

Maki, 55, brings more than 30 years' 
experience in higher education, so­
cial activism and civil rights leader­
ship to GFBNEC, which educates the 
public about the valor and history of 
second-generation Japanese American 
veterans of World War II. 

In his new role, Maki will focus on 
the continued growth of the center, 
which inspires new generations to em­
body the Nisei veterans' core values of 
courage, sacrifice, equality, humility 
and patriotism. 

"Mitch has the experience, commit­
ment and passion to lead GFBNEC 

in its next phase of growth," said Bill 
H. Seki, GFBNEC's chairman of the 
board. "He brings a deep understand­
ing of the Japanese American World 
War II experience, a strong academic 
background and the leadership needed 
to align with like-minded organiza­
tions that are committed to education, 
awareness and socialjustice." 

Maki noted that the center's role has 
become even more important given 
the current sociopolitical climate. 

"The legacy of our Nisei veterans is 
more relevant than ever today, as we 
engage in national discussions over 
the rights and duties of citizenship, the 
importance of due process and the rule 
of law in our democracy," Maki said. 
"Discriminatory practices against in­
dividuals based on the color of their 
skin, the God whom they worship, 
the person whom they choose to love 

Japanese American WWII Veterans Meet With the U.S. 
Secretary of the Army 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF NATIONAL VETERANS NETWORK 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Seven 
Japanese American World War II 
veterans, along with the National 
Veterans Network, met with the Hon. 
Eric Fanning, US. Secretary of the 
Army, on Dec. 16. 

In a closed-door meeting at the 
White House, veterans of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regi­
mental Combat Team and Military 
Intelligence Service freely spoke 
with Fanning and shared their mili­
tary experiences during WWII. 

In attendance were Masanori 
Hongo, MIS, San Mateo, Calif.; 
Wesley Koyano, Thousand Oaks, Ca­
lif.; Tosh Okamoto, Seattle, Wash.; 
Lawson Sakai, 442nd, Morgan Hill, 
Calif.; Don Seki, 442nd, Los Ange­
les; James Tojo, MIS, Cincinnati, 
Ohio; and Tokuji Yoshihashi, San 
Gabriel, Calif. 

Seven Japanese American WWII veterans met with U.S. Secretary of 
the Army Eric Fanning (pictured at right, top) at the White House on 

Dec. 16, where they shared their military experience. 

ica at a time when they were looked 
upon with suspicion based on their 
ancestry. 

Nearly 33,000 Japanese Ameri­
cans served in the US. Army during 
WWII. 

est civilian award, was presented by 
Congress in the name of the 
American people to the 100th Infan­
try Battalion, the 442nd RCT and the 
MIS Military Intelligence Service in 
2011. 

or their country of origin cannot be 
tolerated. Our WWII Nisei veterans 
believed in America's Promise - the 
promise that America is a land of laws 
under which all people are equal." 

A native of Monterey Park, Calif., 
Maki previously served as a vice pres­
ident of academic affairs; a dean of 
two colleges; and a professor at Cali­
fornia State University Los Angeles, 
CaliforniaStateUniversityDominguez 
Hills and the University of California, 
Los Angeles. 

An expert on the Japanese American 
redress movement, Maki is also the 
lead author of the award-winning book 
"Achieving the Impossible Dream: 
How Japanese Americans Obtained 
Redress" (University of Illinois Press, 
1999), a case study of the history and 
passage of the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988. • 

could stand proud and know what 
loyalty means." 

In addition to meeting with 
Fanning, the NVN and the veterans 
participated in a White House event 
on Generational Experiences of 
AAPI and MASSA Communities. 

A standing-room only event, mem­
bers of the Asian American Pacific 
Islander and Muslim, Arab, Sikh, 
and South Asian communities spoke 
about their shared experiences with 
discrimination based on ancestry and 
religious beliefs. 

Tosh Okamoto from Seattle, 
Wash., a 442nd veteran, spoke to the 
group about his experience in the in­
carceration camps during WWII and 
how it affected his family. 

"I wanted to join the 442nd, 
but my mother didn't want me to 
volunteer since my dad had a heart 
attack," Okamoto said. "I was even­
tually drafted and served overseas 
with 442nd Company K. When 
I learned of their casualties and The veterans spoke of the hard­

ship and sacrifices made by their 
units to prove their loyalty to Amer-

Together, the 100th Infantry Battal­
ion and the 442nd RCT became the 
most-decorated US. Army unit in 
history for size and length of service. 

Subsequently, the Congressio­
nal Gold Medal, the nation's high-

"We don't want our country to for­
get the extreme hardship we had to 
endure," shared Wesley Koyama, 
who served in the 100th Infantry Bat­
talion and the 442 RCT. "We did this sacrifice, I vowed I would do what-
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ever I can to honor their memory." • for the younger generations, so they 



COMMUNITY 

The Pearl Harbor memorial in Hawaii serves as a tribute to the 
thousands who perished on Dec. 7, 1941. 

PEARL 
HARBOR 
AT 75 
On Pearl Harbor Day, 

the Japanese American 

community warns of the 

consequences of war 

hysteria and fear. 

CHICAGO - On the 75th anniver­
sary of the Japanese military attack 
on Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, the 
Chicago Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League joined with 
other civil rights and social justice or­
ganizations to warn of the dangers of 
allowing war hysteria and fear to lead 
to the violation of civil liberties. 

Speakers highlighted the parallels 
between the targeting of Japanese 
Americans following Pearl Harborand 
current Islamophobic rhetoric against 
the Muslim American community, 
as well as expressed solidarity in 
working to prevent repeating the 
mistakes of history. 

Chiyoko Omachi, a 90-year-old 
Japanese American who was living 
in a Japanese American fishing com­
munity on Terminal Island in the Port 
of Los Angeles in 1941, spoke of how 
her family, along with the other fami­
lies living on the island, were given 48 
hours to leave their homes following 
the attack. Two months later, with the 
signing of Executive Order 9066, her 
family was forced to relocate again, 
this time to the Poston War Relocation 
Center in Arizona, where they were 
incarcerated without due process. 

Sufyan Sohel, deputy director of 
the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations - Chicago, noted the 
alarming increase of hate crimes di­
rected against the Muslim American 
community in the past year. 

"My community is afraid," So­
hel stated. "Afraid that America will 
repeat the injustice faced by our 
Japanese American brothers and sis­
ters .... So, on this day, where 75 years 
ago, the attack by a foreign country 
led to the forced internment of over 
100,000 Americans, let us pray that we 
don't repeat the mistakes of our past." 

The Chicago Bar Assn.'s Sandra Ya­
mate andAnthony Becknek provided a 
legal perspective debunking the use of 
the Japanese American incarceration 
as precedent for modem-day targeting 
of the MuslimAmerican community. 

Becknekcited the 1983 reportissued 
by the Commission on Wartime Relo­
cation and Internment of Civilians, 
which "established that the internment 
was unjustified and unconstitution­
al, the result of 'race prejudice, war 
hysteria and a failure of political 
leadership. ", 

Added Yamate, ''The notion that 
Korematsu and other law related to 
Japanese American internment estab­
lished a legal precedent for a mod­
em-day equivalent against any group 
based on theirrace, religion ornational 
originis to ignore history .... Itisalarm­
ing to us as lawyers and as citizens to 
think that anyone would even consider 
actions premised upon law that has 
been found to be so based upon false 
and deliberately misleading evidence 
and so thoroughly repudiated." 

Brant Rosen, Midwest regional 
director of the American Friends Ser­
vice Committee, also warned against 
repeating the mistakes of the past. 

"Anniversaries such as this offer us 
not only an occasion to look back and 
reflect - they present us with an im­
perative to act meaningfully and im­
pactfully in the present so that we may 
all enjoy a future of justice and peace," 
he said. 

The American Friends Service 
Committee was the only national 
organization at the time that spoke out 
against the incarceration of Japanese 
Americans during WWII. 

And Rebecca Ozaki, Youth co-chair 
of JACLChicago, spoke of her grand­
father's experience following the 
Pearl Harbor attack: having his father 
taken away by the FBI, forced tolivein 
horse stalls in Santa Anita Racetrack, 
volunteering to fight for his country in 
order to prove his loyalty to a country 
that imprisoned his family. 

Ozaki reflected on her own sense of 
obligation to ensure that her grandfa­
ther's experience is never forgotten. 

"As a fourth-generation Japanese 
American," she said, "I hope to build 
upon his legacy to fight for equity and 
do everything in my power to never let 
the injustice that he and the Japanese 
American community faced happen 
again." • 

SEQUOIA JACL CHAPTER 
SET TO HOST ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISING DINNER 

W
ith crabs back on 
the menu again, 
the Sequoia JACL 
chapter will host 

its annual Spaghetti and Crab Feed 
Fundraising Dinner on Feb. 4 at the 
Palo Alto Buddhist Temple Gym 
beginning at 4 p.rn. 

Co-sponsored by Palo Alto Youth 
Services and Palo Alto Judo Club, 
the dinner will feature all-you-can­
eat fresh Dungeness crab along 
with the chapter's world-famous 
spaghetti, in addition to salad and 

desserts. Drinks, including wine 
and stout beer, will be available for 
purchase. 

This fundraising event will ben­
efit Sequoia's scholarship program, 
which distributes $5,000 to worthy 
high school and communi ty college 
students. 

Get your tickets early! General 
tickets are $45, seniors $35 and chil­
dren $25. Take out will be available. 

For more information) contact 
Mike Kaku at mikejacl@yahoo. 
com or call (408) 985-2747. 

PH OTO: GEORG E T. JO HNSTON 

The National Park Service Holds 
Tule Lake Discussion Meeting 

Anna Tamura ot the National Parks Service chatted with George 
Nakano on Dec. 2 at the Calitornia State University Dominguez Hills 
library at one ot several meetings held by the government agency 
to get teed back trom the public on the General Management Plan 
tor Tule Lake. Discussed were how the NPS plans over the next sev­
eral years to develop and manage the tormer incarceration center, 
which was one ot the 10 major War Relocation Authority camps that 
imprisoned Japanese Americans during World War II. 

HEART 
MOUNTAIN 
WWII Japanese American Confinement Site 

JOB OPPORTUNITY: 

Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation 
seeks a dynamic Executive Director 

to lead efforts at the Heart Mountain 

National Historic Landmark site in Wyoming 

Find out more about this unique opportunity 
and to apply: www.heartmountain.orgljobs 
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COMMUNITY 

u.s. HOUSE APPROVES BILL RECOGNIZING 
FILIPINO WWII VETERANS 
HONOLULU - The u.s. House: 
of Representatives passed a bill on ~ 
Nov. 30 to honor Filipino soldiers ~ 
who fought under u.s. command in ~ 
World War II with the Congressional ~ 

Gold Medal. ~ 

The House· s unanimous approval ~ 
came after the Senate passed the ~ 
legislation during the summer. The ~ 
bill will now go before President ~ 

Barack Obama to be signed. ~ 

"Now we can tell our veterans with: 
pride in our hearts that this grateful ~ 
nation has. at last. granted them rec- ~ 
ognition for the selfless sacrifice they ~ 

endured in war. and restored their ~ 

dignity and honor in service to their: 
nation:· said Ret. Maj. Gen. Anto- ~ 

nio Taguba. chairman of the Filipino ~ 
Veterans Recognition and Education ~ 

Project. in a news release. ~ 

Under the legislation. more than ~ 

260.000 Filipino and Filipino Ameri- ~ 

can soldiers who responded to Presi- ~ 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelfs "call to ~ 

PHOTO FACE BCD< COJ RTESY cr THE FILIPINO VETE RANS REC03NITlm AND EDUCATlm PROJECT 

Rep. lulsi Gabbard congratulates Ben de Guzman ot the 
Filipino Veterans Recognition and Education Project. 

duty·· will be awarded the nation· s ~ by these veterans and their families to : utes to the overall understanding and 
highest civilian honor. ~ recognize their key role in the Allied ~ awareness of allAslan Pacific Island-

The bill was sponsored by Hawaii ~ victolY. and their decades-long fight ~ ers· militalY service III the Umted 
Sen. Mazie Hirono and Rep. TuIsi ~ for benefits .. · ~ States that includes the 100thInfantlY 
Gabbard. ~ The National Veterans Network: Battalion. 442nd Regimental Com-

Hawaii· s congressional leaders: was among the many organizations to bat Team and MIS .. . . The stories 
have been pushing for the measure to ~ congratulate the veterans on the pass- and contributions of APA soldiers are 
recognize the approximately 18.000 ~ ing of S. 1555 Congressional Gold relevantto all of us. The appreciation 
Filipino WWII veterans still alive ~ MedalActof2015. of our countlY for these soldiers IS 

in the U.S .. as most of them are in ~ "We celebrate with the Filipino a significant step toward contillued 
their 90s. ~ soldiers and the Filipino Veterans education and preservation .. · 

"For months. we have said that ~ Recognition and Education Proj- Gabbard urged Obama to sign the 
time is running out to recognize Fili- ~ ect the long-overdue recognition of bill into law before the year·s end 
pino World War II veterans for their: their service. bravelY and patriotism to "honor our veterans .. with this 
brave service:· Hirono said in the: to our countlY:· said Christine Sato- long-overdue recogmtlon. 
release. "Today·s House passage is ~ Yamazaki. executive director of the _ P.C.StajjandAssociatedPress 
the culmination of decades of work ~ NVN. "Their recognition contrib-

JACL 
Statement on 
Filipino War 

~ Veterans 
~ J 

ACL applauds the action by 
the House of Representatives 
to pass the Filipino Veterans 
of World War II Congressional 

Gold Medal Act of 2015 as a fitting 
testament to the gallantlY of those 
soldiers who answered the call to serve 
the United States during World War II. 

The exemplalY service of these 
veterans is best described in the 
legislation. " . . . The loyal and 
valiant Filipino Veterans of World 
War II fought. snffered and. in many 
instances. died in the same manner and 
under the same commander as other 
members of the United States Armed 
Forces during World War II. ... The 
United States remains forever indebted 
to the bravelY. valor and dedication 
that the Filipino Veterans of World 
War II displayed. Their commitment 
and sacrifice demonstrates a highly 
uncommon and commendable sense of 
patriotism and honor.·· 

This important recognition adds the 
exploits of the Filipino War Veterans to 
the ranks of the legendalY contributions 
of the Nisei veterans of World War 
II. who served in segregated units 
including the lOOth InfantlY Battalion. 
the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team and the MilitalY Intelligence 
Service and were honored with the 
Congressional Gold Medalin 2011. • 

Holiday Snowflakes 
~ . . ~ 

~ POSiTiViTy .... 
.... 

... KINDNESS ... ~ 
Matters 

~ 4'\ Matters 
INTEGRITY 

~w~ 
... BEHAVIOR" 

.. Matte,. ~ 

~ /.f- \ 
46 HOLIDAY ISSUE 2016 PACIFICe CITIZEN 



Have the Merriest of Holidavs 
And a Safe and Prosperous New Year 

Officers 

Governor 

Vice Governors 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Historian 

Youth Rep 

from the 

Pacific Northvvest 
District Council 

Chapter Presidents 

Sheldon Arakaki Alaska 

Bill Tashima Gresham-Troutdale 

Setsy Larouche Olympia 

Paul Tashima Portland 

Chip Larouche Puyallup Valley 

Eileen Yamada Lamphere Seattle 

Vacant Spokane 

Susan Churchill 

Terry Nishikawa 

Bob Nakamura 

Marleen Wallingford 

Elsie Taniguchi 

Sarah Baker 

Ben Furukawa 

Happy Holidays Seasons Greetings 

Tony and Beverly Inaba, 
Lily Taka 

Happy Holidays Happy Holidays 

Gordon, Rei, and 
Jennifer Okabayashi 

Happy Holiday Wishes Happy Holidays 

Tim and Aki Caszatt The Kamoto Family 

HAPPy NEW YEAR 

TO ALL IN 2017 

CLYDE and 

KATHERINE 

WILSON 

Doug Urata and 
Alice Roe 

djurata@aol.com 

William and N aney 
Takano 

May your days 
be merry and bright! 

fJof(zj ~ 91"ene OJafa 

,..; Nappy NoCitfays ,..; 
(]3oise o/a[[ey J.JlC£ 

Chapter Officers and (]3oard :.Mem6ers 

7'aeR.g (]J ';lLndrea 
Sarah (]Jowd 
Jeannie (]Jrisco[[ 
(]Jean Hayashida 
(]Javid Hirai 
CJ«J6ert Hirai 
:.MaRi JacRJon 

:.M uRi 1(awakgmi 
(]3ecRy 1(awano 
1(atie :Niemann 
Janis Ogawa 
Stephanie ParR.§r 
Sydney Woods 
(]Javid CYorita 

PeotCe.t ~ Joy 
'Ri,chcwci-~A JIUV lvl~ lvle£ko-I ~ 

V~~'RetCVI~ GCL¥'y ~LcuwUv<9ih£vo-

Happy 
Holidays! 

N ikkei Student Unl olll 
at ue Riverside 

Merry Christmas 

Michiko Yoshimura, 
James and Yoshie Butler 

Happy Holidays 
Akio and Helen 

Yoshikawa 

Season's Greetings 

Season~s Greetings 
Alaft1.eda JACL 

All addresses: Alameda, CA 945-
TAJIMA, Nancy .................................................... 1165 Sand Beach PI (01) 
TANIGUCHI, Rev & Mrs Z and Family ..................... 2325 Pacific Ave (01) 
YAMAWAKI, Yukio & Katherine .......................... 1220 Versailles Ave (01) 
YOSHI, Rev & Mrs Mike and Family ...... .... ..... 2311 Buena Vista Ave (01) 

Oakland, CA 946-
KADOTA, Mas & June ............................................... 1748-23rd Ave (06) 

Elsewhere in California 
HANAMURA, Mary ................................ 1335 Norvell St, EI Cerrito 94530 
IMAZUMI, Rose ......................... 14539 Acapulco Rd, San Leandro 94577 

~~~[TI 

~~~IT~~ 
7852 Surrey Lane 

Oakland, CA 94605 

Archie 
UCHIYAMA 

11233 Kerrigan 
Oakland, CA 94605 

Season's Greetings 

NISEI 
PLASTICS 

7721 Oakport St. 
Oakland, CA 94621 

(510) 638-4457 

Sue 
HAYAME 

1838 Walnut Street 
Alameda, CA 94501 

FROM CONGRESSMAN MARI< TAI<ANO 
Thank you for all that you do. Let's make 2017 a great year! 

I PAID FOR BY MARK TAKANO FOR CONGRESS I 

Season's Greetings 

MAS 
TAKANO 

2212 San Antonio A venue 
Alameda CA 94501 

COOKIE 
TAKESHITA 

1761 View Drive 
San Leandro, CA 94577 

Joan 
NARAHARA 

106 Garden Rd. 
Alameda, CA 94501 

Nancy 
Nakayama 

8724 Don Carol Drive 
EI Cerrito, CA 94530 

Season's Best Wishes 

John Towata Jr. 
& 

Family 

Ray Hayame, 
Bryan & Tracy 

2984 Via Bahia St. 
Alameda, CA 94502 

Yas 
YAMASHITA 

2532 - 62nd Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94605 

Kaz/Jean Sato 
and Family 
975 High Street 

Alameda, CA 94501 

Season's Best Wishes 

Joyce M. 
Terao 

559 Centre Ct. 
Alameda, CA 94502 

KiyoshifTazuko 

NAITO 
1400 Geary Blvd., #2203 
San FranCiSCO, CA 94109 



jia.rr9 Slua.rl Osa.ki, Cj)CDS 
Valerie (I. E\oki. Cj)CDS 

(lona. qoel. Cj)CDS 

SUSAN MIDORI JONES 
REGIONAL UNISERV STAFF 

SALINAS REGIONAL RESOURCE CENTER 

em CALIFORNIA TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

flea (r.§) 

92.8 EAST 8LANCO ROAD, SUITE 100 

SALINAS, CA 93901 

831.783.3200 

FAX: 831.783.3211 

SANTA CRUZ: 831.429.9495 

E·MAIL: smjones@cta.org 

Wishing everyone a prosperous & healthy 

New Yea.r! 

George & Janice Higashi 

IN MEMORY OF 
Roy 

Mae Sakasegawa 

Happy New Year 

Mae 
Sakasegawa 

Happy Holiday Greetings 

Furni Urabe 
150 Kern St. # 93 

Salinas, CA. 93905 

Larry S. 
Kathryn & Kevin 

HIRAHARA 
749 College Drive 
Salinas, CA 93901 

Happy Holidays 

Paul T & Sumi 
Ichiuji 

17 San Marcos COUlt· Salinas, CA 93901 

Seasons Greetings 

Robert &- Mary 
OKA 

Happy Holidays 
Jane Shigemasa 

Holiday Holidays 

From 

Roberta Itani 

SEASON-S GREETINGS 

• ...-1IIIIIIIi. ---- from the ----• Greetings & Best Wishes! 
FROM THE OLYMPIA CHAPTER OF WASHINGTON 

Bob Nakamura: President, 

Seattle Chapter 
Hisami Yoshida & Reiko Callner: Co-Vice President, 

Jan Yoshiwara: Secretary, Pat Ward: Treasurer, 
Masami Huchins & Yoshiko Tokita-Schroder: Board Members, 

Sophie DeSantis & Ranae Livingston: Youth/Student Reps. 
www.SeattleJACL.org 

Se9uoia 
JACL Chapter 

Wishes Ever~one 
Peace and Happ~ Holida~s, 
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l1/a'lmest floliday Wishes fwm the 
Salt 1ake Chapte'l 

Michael Iwasaki & Sherrie Hayashi, Co' Presidents 
Dot Richeda 

Metra Barton 
JeffItami 

.Jodi Iwasaki 
Nathan Fukumitsu 

Tomoko Tanaka 
Sam Tateoka 

Steve Fukumitsu 

Wishing You Peace 
and Happiness in the 

New Year ... 

]eanette :Misa(a d, 'Famify 

HaRPY 
Holiaays! 

_.m._ 
hilid 

Sil:icon Valley JACL 
bridging generations 



Wishing All Our Friends 
and Relatives a Joyous 

Holiday Season 

BILLY AND 
SHARON ISHII 
JORDAN AND 

FAMILY 

Omaha, NE 

J-{ayyy J-{ofidays 
from 

Ornaha,JVehraska 

* Rudy & Carol Mudra 

Season's §reetings 
Hilltop Industria Park 

132nd & Corn husker Road 
www.hilltopindustrialpark.com 

2419 N. 84th Street Phone (402) 393-3327 
Omaha, Nebraska 68134 Fax (402) 397-7461 

SeasottJ s o.reetittgs frotM 
THE OMAHA JACL 

Chapter Board 2017-2018 
President .......................................................... Kai Uno 
Co-V.P. Memberships ................... Sharon Ishii Jordan 
Co-V.P. Memberships .............................. Nina Hayes 
V.P. Programs ........................................ Andrea Butler 
Treasurer ...................................................... Ty Barrett 
Secretary .......................................... Jill Marie Fleming 
Scholat'Ship Chait' ......................................... Sheri Uno 
Youth Representative ...................... Gabrielle Fleming 

Happy Year of Rooster 
Cincinnati JACL 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
from members & friends of 

SNAKE RIVER CHAPTER 
Ontario, Oregon ~ 

President: Cathy Yasuda 
Vice President: Ted Takatori 
Secretary: Todd Uriu 
Treasurer: Mike Iseri 
Membership : Janet Komoto 
Scholarship: Howard Matsumura 
Newletter : Erica Oxnam 

Happy Holidays 

From the 2016 
Pacific Southwest District CouncilBoard and Staff 

Michelle Yamashiro District Governor 
Marissa Kitazawa 

Kurt Ikeda 
Ken Inouye 

Juli Yoshinaga 
David Kawamoto 

Michelle Komatsu 
Yuuki N akayachi 
Alayne Yonemoto 

Christine Li 
Nancy Takayama 

District Vice Governor 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
District Youth Representative 
Immediate Past Governor 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Trust FundChair 
Business & Development 

Gar!1 and [rene Otto and Kimi 
Bricfgeford Ruth Minami Chrigtiangon 

Etgu Date Carol t-feinen Nancy Jonokuchi 

Alan and Vivian t-fida Ed and t-feidi t-fida 
Jim & Margaret [gowgky 

Michael, Lynn and Mark, Cher_41 and 
Jeggica Lueck Kale Lund 

Kevin, AI'YlY, Victor and Miyako Mukai 
Ariga McCullough 

Kevin Miyazaki 
Bill and Barb guyama David guyama 

Tom and Marty guyama 
Ron, Chrigtine & Mieko Kuramoto 

Happy Holidays 

Shiro Shiraga 

w!f 
Lucille and Family 

in memory of 

Jim Miyazaki 

Merry Christmas 
Paul and Atsuko 

Kusuda 

Merry Christmas 
and 

a Happy New Year 
Eddie Jonokuchi 

HAPPY HOUDAyg! 
Eugene and (gej), 
Wmiam and Ellen 

Bruce and Mei Cobb 
Fred and Gina, Alex and Jen 

PramBnko 

HAPPY HOLIDAygI 
Wisconsin Chapter 

Margaret Igowsky ............................ President 
Nancy J onokuchi.. .................. Vice-President 
Lynette Jarreau ................................. Secretary 
Carole Shiraga .................................. Treasurer 
Cheryl Lund ...................................... Program 
Bill Suyama ................................. Membership 
Otto Christianson ....................... Recognition 
Miyako Mukai. ............................. Scholarship 
Kevin Miyazaki .................. Newsletter Editor 
David Suyama ...................... Communication 
Appointed Board Members ..... 
.............................................. Nancy Jonokllchi, 
............................................... Masaru Danshita 

Happ~ HoIida~s 
tram the board and 

members at the 

Stephanie Nitahara National Associate Director Lodi Chapter JACL 

Paci fi c Southw es t Dis t ric t 

P.O. Box 2454 
Lodi, CA 95241 



COMMENTARY 

A YONSEI TRANSPLANTED 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Heading Into 2017, (OUIv C 
Is at an Ethical Crossroads 
By Matthew Ormseth 

T he incoming Trump regime is disturbing l to do that by deporting millions of undocumented 
on more levels than one, but for Japanese ~ immigrants and beefing up border security to keep 
Americans, it is the president-elect's l them out for good. 
rhetoric on immigrants that sounds the l He's not worried so much about national security 

loudest alarm bells and raises the reddest of flags. l as he is about putting his supporters back to work, 
Nearly 70 years after the signing of Executive l and for lack of a true economic agenda - or any 

Order 9066, we have a president-elect who has l understanding of economics in general - kicking 
advocated for increased policing of mosques and ~ out immigrants and keeping them out is the best 
Muslim neighborhoods, a ban on immigration from l he can do. 
Muslim countries and a registry for all Muslims l 
living in the United States. l 

Donald Trump's campaign tapped into a l 
wellspring of deep-seated xenophobia, fingering ~ 

immigrants and foreigners - particularly those l 
from Mexico and the Middle East - as the culprits ~ 
behind a laundry list of societal ills. l 

Unemployment is the fault of Mexicans willing l 
to work for less than American workers. Illegal ~ 

drug use is also the Mexicans' fault - they brought l 
the drugs with them when they entered our country l 
illegally. l 

~The basic liberal 

principle is that it 

is unfair for people 

to get more or less 

than others based Trump has played up the fear of domestic l 
terrorism, vowing to subject Muslim immigrants ~ 

to "extreme vetting" to weed out agents of Islamic l 
terror while ignoring the fact that the most violent ~ on factors beyond 
and active domestic terrorists are the white ~ 
nationalist groups that supported his campaign. l 

Our president-elect's promise to restrict ~ 

immigration has brought our country to an ethical l 
crossroads. It's true that globalization has hurt the ~ 
American worker, and our leaders need to keep l 

their control, rather 

than based on 
livable-wage jobs from fleeing the country. l thel·r autonomous 

The Obama administration likes to cite a ~ 

dwindling unemployment rate as evidence of l 

the country's recovery, but that figure paints an l decisions.' 
incomplete picture of job prospects in America. l 

Americans might be going back to work, but ~ 

they aren't working the good jobs that pay $20 l 
an hour, with benefits and a pension. They're ~ 
working at fast-food restaurants, grocery stores ~ 

-Phillip Cole 

and call centers. American workers have suffered, l Consider this decision from the perspective of the 
and Trump's promises to bring the good jobs back l immigrant. Immigrants from Mexico are fleeing 
resonated with them. ~ cartels that gun down, hang and behead Mexican 

But his promises place a higher premium on l citizens on a regular basis, as well as poor schools 
American job prospects than the safety of refugees l and a dearth of job prospects. 
threatened by violence, abject poverty or both. l Immigrants from the Middle East are trying to 

On his campaign website, Trump vowed to l escape civil war, sectarian violence and radical 
"establish new immigration controls to boost ~ terrorism in their homelands. Every day, their 
wages and to ensure that open jobs are offered to l stay further jeopardizes the lives of them and their 
American workers first." Trump talks a lot about l family. When we elected Trump, we told them we 
national security, but this promise - "to ensure l valued our job prospects over their safety. 
that open jobs are offered to American workers l Consider, too, the arbitrary nature of borders, not 
first" - betrays the true reason behind his dreams ~ only in their placement but also in our placement. 
of a wall. lit wasn't through any merit of our own that 

Trump made a lot of promises to American l we came to enjoy the safety and prosperity found 
workers, many of which he knows he can't keep. ~ inside America's borders. Most of us were born 

He can't stop factories from moving overseas ~ here. 
without offering them enormous tax breaks (like he ~ Some Americans have had to struggle through the 
did with the Carrier plant in Indianapolis). Nor can llong, complicated immigration process, but most of 
he stop factories from replacing human labor with l us - myself included - just got lucky. What right 
automation. l do I have to tell an immigrant from some war-tom 

His only chance to put Americans back to work is l part of the globe to go back, that they have no right 
to keep the pool of job seekers low, and he's going ~ to the freedom, safety and economic prosperity 
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I was born into? 
If I have a right to live anywhere I choose within 

America's borders, why is that right denied to 
people who have suffered more than me, worked 
harder than me, simply because they were born in a 
poor or dangerous part of the world? 

A philosophy professor from the University of 
West England named Phillip Cole addressed the 
ethics of restricting migration in a 2012 lecture to 
the Conway Hall Ethical Society in London. 

"The basic liberal principle is that it is unfair for 
people to get more or less than others based on 
factors beyond their control, rather than based on 
their autonomous decisions," Cole said. "Which 
side of a border one is born on is certainly not 
under one's control, and so it seems unfair to allow 
it to determine one's life chances ... and yet we 
don't seem to consider the determination of life 
prospects by the randomness of birth to be rare or 
exceptional at all - we just accept it to be morally 
legitimate. But how bizarre is that?" 

It's not just unfair to keep someone in danger 
because they were unlucky enough to be born 
in a bad part of the world - it's immoral. It's 
ethically wrong. Concerns from the right about our 
country's "cultural values" or "cultural coherence" 
being washed away in a tsunami of immigrants are 
callous. 

Syrians are being gassed, bombed and starved 
by their own government, and we'd prefer to keep 
them out so we don't have to see someone in a hijab 
walking down our street. It's morally indefensible. 

Another refrain from the right: Granting amnesty 
to undocumented immigrants is unfair to those 
who did it the right way. That may be true on 
some abstract level, where fairness is valued above 
safety. Following that logic, it would be wrong to 
treat someone with a heart attack before someone 
with a broken arm, if the guy with the broken arm 
got there first. 

It's an analogy that's not so far from the truth. 
I interviewed a family from Afghanistan who had 
sought political asylum in Connecticut. The father 
had worked as an interpreter for the U.S. Army, and 
as troops began pulling out of Kabul, he was afraid 
he'd be targeted for helping the Americans. 

His suspicions were confirmed when gunmen 
opened fire on his car one night. He survived 
unharmed, but he knew he had to get his family 
out of the country. He managed to secure visas 
for his family, but he said he would've hired a 
human trafficker to smuggle them into Europe if 
he couldn't get them. 

Those with the means and the time to immigrate 
legally are the ones who need it least, he said. 
It's the ones in the worst danger who can't afford 
to wait. 

Matthew Ormseth is currently a student at 
Cornell University majoring in English. He 
seeks to give an honest portrayal of life as both a 
university student and member of the Millennial 
generation. 
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AGE-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 
By Ron Mori 

Y
OU probably won't find a more diverse. Naturalist John Muir observed: "When we try to 
population of 3 million people than ~ pick out anything by itself, we often find it hitched 
the AARP members of California. But ~ to everything else in the universe." Someone less 
most Californians age 50 and older ~ renowned said, "Damn it. I shouldn't have to be 

share some very important things in common, and ~ an Olympic sprinter to be able to cross the street 
the results also track with what JACL members told ~ safely!" 
us at the National Convention two years ago. ~ Both statements apply to age-friendly communi-

• Almost all have a deep desire to remain ~ ties. Everything is interconnected. 
independent when they get older. ~ Mobility is a good example. If you can't navigate 

• They want to continue to live securely in their ~ city streets, sidewalks and crosswalks, or have con­
homes and communities and never have to ~ venient access to public transit, how can you get to 
move into an institution. ~ the other services you need - like healthcare, jobs, 

• They want to participate in the full ran- ~ shopping and recreation? 
ge of community life, and they want their ~ And age-friendliness is not just about helping 
contributions to be valued. ~ seniors. A safe, well-maintained street is good 

To achieve these goals, they need to live in com- ~ not only for an older person, but also for a young 
munities that offer the right blend of support - ~ parent pushing a stroller - or a student biking to a 
from transportation and other services to appropri- ~ job after school. 
ate housing and community design. We call them ~ Secure, well-maintained parks and recreation ar­
"age-friendly" or "livable" communities. There is ~ eas encourage walking, sports and other exercise 
no one formula for "age-friendliness," but there are ~ that keeps us all healthier. Land-use policies that 
common elements ~ promote an accessible mix of business, cultural and 

Joe Coughlin, founder of AgeLab, a research ~ recreational facilities attract people of all ages and 
institute at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol- ~ enhance community life for all. 
ogy, and now an AARP board member, said age- ~ Age-friendliness is something that local com­
friendliness or livability basically means "being ~ munities - often in partnership with the private 
able to get around and do things." ~ sector and state governments - must shape and 

We're talking about visible traffic signs, hand- ~ direct. We know that each community has its own 
rails, one-story living and no-step entry, sidewalks ~ needs and priorities. 
you can actually walk on and crosswalks that allow 1 
you to cross the street safely, public transportation, : 
bus stops with benches, libraries and parks that are 
easily accessible. 

Holiday ~ I 
Snowflakes ~ in ~e~ory ~ 

-- of ..... 

~ 
..... Umeko .... 
~ Kawamoto ~ 

~ _ ,/ _/ I ~ \ 
~ Holiday ~ " .... , 

-- Greeti ngs ...... 

So, AARP has established a nationwide "Net­
work of Age-Friendly Communities" to work with 
local and state leaders across the nation to develop 
their own age-friendly planning practices and poli­
CIes. 

Participation in the AARP network enrolls 
communities in the World Health Organization's 
worldwide ''Age-Friendly Cities and Communi­
ties Program," which offers connections to a global 
network. 

More than 125 communities nationwide have 
joined the AARP network, along with major cities 
such as Atlanta, Boston and Los Angeles, repre­
senting a total of more than 56 million people. 

For more information about the AARP 
network, visit www.aarp.orglagefriendly. AARP 
has also created a webpage that is filled with useful 
information on age-friendliness and livability at 
www.aarp.orgllivable-communities. 

Ron Mori is a board member for the Washing­
ton7D.C.7JACL chapter and manager of commu­
nity7 states and national affairs - multicultural 
leadership for AARP. 
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From 
The 

St. Louis JACL 

o 
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o 
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o 
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o 
o o 

o 0 

o 
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SP..JLSO:N'S qCJ(P.P.rr'I:NqS! 

Mount Olympus JACL 
2016 Executive Board Members 

President. ............................................................ Gary Okamoto 

Vice President... .................................. Lynne Aoyama Aramaki 

Treasurer. .................................................................. Dick Mano 

Corresponding Secretary ....................................... Amy Tomita 

Membership ........................................................ Rebecca Oniki 

Scholarships ......................................................... Reid Tateoka 

Hospitality ... ..... .... .. ....... ........ .... ........ ..... ........ Sadie Yoshimura 

Youth Representative ..... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ......... .. ....... Chris Okamoto 

Board Members at Large .......................................................... . 

Velma Itamura, Ray Nishikawa, leffWatanabe, Steve Yagi 

Holiday Greetings 
from 

@ NIPPON EXPRESS 

Sonoma County JACL 

~ 
82 years of history serving Sonoma Co. 

_ " www.sonomacojacl.org 
~ ~ ~ 

"I '"\ ~Seasons {ireetings! 
ABE, Kokichi & Esther ................................................. Sonoma 
CHERNIN, Joshua & Sarah ............................................ Cotati 
CONKLIN, Jack ..................................... ............... San Anselmo 
DAVLIN, Nancy .................................... ...................... Petaluma 
FURUSHO, Ralph & Keiko ..................................... Sebastopol 
HAYASHI, Mark & Cynthia ....................................... Petaluma 
HEART, Joya ............................................................. Santa Rosa 
HOTTEL, Jodi .......................................................... Santa Rosa 
ISHIZU, Curly & Marian ............................................ Petaluma 
ISHIZU, Ken & Ryan ................................................... Petaluma 
KASHIWAGI, George & Alice ................................ Sebastopol 
KAWAOKA, Shiz ......................................................... Petaluma 
KISHI, Cynthia ......................................................... Sebastopol 
KNAPPMAN, Michael & Sachiko ..................... Rohnert Park 
LEW, Spencer ............................................................... Petaluma 
MASADA, Greg ........................................................... Petaluma 
MIYANO, Steve & Janice ............................................ Petaluma 
MORIKI, Donna ....................................................... Santa Rosa 
MURAKAMI, Alan & Family ................................. Sebastopol 
MURAKAMI, Margarette ....................................... Santa Rosa 
PETROVIC, Beverly ................................................... Petaluma 
SHIMIZU, Gordon & Michi ................................... Sebastopol 
SHIMIZU, Martin ............................................................ Cotati 
SUGIYAMA, Alyce ...................................................... Petaluma 
SUGIYAMA, Marie .................................................. Santa Rosa 
SUGIYAMA, Matsumi, Gary & Becky .................. Santa Rosa 
SUGIYAMA, Norma ................................................ Santa Rosa 
SUGIYAMA, Rod & Family .................................... Santa Rosa 
TANIGUCHI, Mr. & Mrs. Tsutomu ...................... Sebastopol 
TAWA, Thomas ......................................................... Sebastopol 
TH 0 W, George & Family ........................................ Santa Rosa 
YAMASAKI, Ray & Carolyn ...................................... Petaluma 
YOSHIMURA, Isako ................................................ Santa Rosa 
YOSHIOKA, Nancy .................................................... Petaluma 

CJ-fappy Wolidays 
from the 

L 
ER 

Eastern q)istrict Council 
and a 

CJ-fappyand CProsperous ~w rear 

~wEngland, 

~wrork, 

Jeabrook, 

WISHING EVERYONE A CPhiladelphia, 

q)C, and HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR! Joutheast 
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A MOTHER'S TAKE 
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WHAT I WILL REMEMBE THIS SEASON 
By Marsha Aizumi 

With each passing year, 
I feel that time is mov­
ing faster and the choices 

I make are becoming more important 
because I am older, hopefully wiser 
and have less time to dwell on things 
that take me away from what I love. 
It seems like just yesterday, I was the 
mother of two young sons, and now, 
those little ones are 28 and 25 years 
of age. I remember walking down 
the aisle on my father's arm to start 
my new life with my husband, and 
today, we have been married 44 years. 
Time has gone by so fast ... 

So, when I think of what season, 
time of my life or event I want to 
remember, I want to remember and 
cherish them all. And each season has 
been an important part of who I am 
today. Writing this article has given 
me the opportunity to reflect on what 
makes a season memorable to me. 
And these are some of the things that 
have stayed in my heart from years 
gone by. 

THE LAUGHTER: I remember 
having fun with my cousins. As chil­
dren, we couldn't wait until it got 
dark, so we could play flashlight tag. 
Do any of you remember this game? 
It was like hide-and-seek in the 
dark, and you only got caught if the 
person tagged you with the flashlight 
light and was able to identify who 
you were. 

After we got older, it was playing 
more grown-up games. The guys like 
to play poker, my brother makes up 
some crazy, funny games and the kids 
love to find ways to torture their par­
ents . . . like how many times can I 
shoot my mom in the behind with the 
marshmallow gun, or which egg do I 
drop on my dad's head and see if it is 
hard boiled or raw. I am glad that the 

and his 
wife, 
Mary, 
a joyful 
couple. 

Time with family 
... My excited 

moms got the marshmallow game!! : giving weekend. 
Last year, the parents totally embar - ~ I have a perpetual 

rassed their kids by doing our varia- ~ journal that I ask the 
tion of a talent contest by lip-singing ~ family to write in 
songs like "Uptown Funk" or dancing ~ each year, based on 
to the "Mashed Potato," "The Carl- ~ a prompt I give them. 
ton" and "Whip NaNa." This year, ~ One year, I asked 
Aiden is going to set up Jimmy Kim- ~ them to write about 
mel's "Whisper Challenge." We will ~ their favorite moments. 
laugh until we cry. I am sure of it. ~ Another year, they were 

A favorite 
paper plate 
ornament 

THE FOOD: My mom always said ~ to pick three words and 
when you cook, do it with love. So, ~ describe how those words defined. and hope that if I don't judge them, 
during the holidays, what I remember ~ their year. .. ~ they will continue to support him and 
are those dishes cooked by my family ~ To be honest, It IS not one of my ~ stand up for him in their own way. 
and friends that were seasoned with ~ family's favorite traditions, but it is ~ Sometimes in the midst of all the 
their love. We all have those favor- ~ absolutely mine. I love to look back ~ hustle and bustle, I stop and take in 
ite dishes that are so yummy that we ~ each year and read what they were ~ the moment. I turn around and see the 
eat more than we should. And we all ~ thinking in previous years. And ~ young people sitting together, talk­
know the cooks that no matter what ~ I always look forward to hearing their ~ ing about their hopes for their future 
they make, it is delicious. Here is the ~ new thoughts. ~ families, traditions they will be 
recipe that my family always looks ~ We started a new tradition recently ~ creating and sharing what their year 
forward to that I make during the ~ of going to Disneyland as a whole ~ has been like. 
holidays: ~ family to celebrate and also take ~ Then I turn to see the parents of 

~ in all the beautiful holiday decora- ~ these young people happy for the 
~ tions. It was the best gift I could have ~. lives they are living and grateful for • 2 tubes of biscuits (we like to use 
~ received last year, and it kept my ~ their children who are doing well. 

Parmesan Cheese Biscuits 

buttermilk or the flaky biscuits, . . 
~ heart happy all year long. ~ Our family gatherings have ex-which are lOin a tube. If you use . 
~ THE CREATIVITY: When I think ~ panded to include Aiden's mother, the Grands, then only put 14 in 

each bundt pan) ~ about the holidays, I think about those ~ father and grandmother-in-law, who 
• Y2 cup of butter (l cube) ~ creative moments and creative people ~ we have grown to love so deeply. 
• Y2 cup of parmesan cheese ~ in my family. I love to decorate our ~ We don't exchange gifts at our larger 
• 3 T lemon juice ~ home, and when the spirit moves me, ~ family gatherings now, except for the 

IlL t d'll d : I send out a Christmas letter inspired: little ones who are being born. But 
• 1'2 sp 1 wee : ': . 

. . . ~ by music, movies or Top 10 things we : I am so grateful for all the gIftS around 
I!zrecnon: Melt butter .a~d then m~x ~ heard throughout the year. me in the people who are part of 
In the cheese, lemon JUIce and dIll: I d th t h d d b my II'fe . .. . . : save car s a are an ma e y . 
weed. DIP each.bls~UIt In. the mIxture ~ friends and reuse fancy bows that ~ I look to the coming year with 
and stand the bISCUIt up III the bundt ~ my sister-in-law made to decorate ~ more trepidation and concern than I 
p~n. Bake at 400 degrees for 12-15 ~ framed pictures around the room. We ~ have for years, but during this season, 
mInutes. Invert the bundt pan on a ~ still hang up some of the handmade ~ I will not let anything mar the warmth, 
plate and serve. : .: h . d th 1 th t : ornaments my mother-Ill-law made : t e memones an e ove a are 
THE TRADITIONS, OLD AND ~ years ago out of ribbon, beads and ~ part of our times together. 
NEW: Aiden loves traditions that we 
have carried on for years, like taking 
turns opening up presents, instead 
of all of us opening at once. We always 
put up our Christmas tree, Thanks-

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF MARSHA AIZUMI 

~ decorative pins, as well as handmade ~ For me, my overarching thoughts 
~ ornaments from friends. ~ will be "Live and Love in the Mo­
~ But my favorite ornaments are the ~ ment." I will not allow what is hap­
~ ones my kids made: a glittered paper ~ pening globally, or nationally, affect 
~ plate with Stefen's photo in the center ~ the joy of the season. I will take a 
~ when he was 4 years old, or an angel ~ moment to thank those who are doing 
~ made by Aiden in first grade from a ~ this work, but there will be time for 
~ crushed soda can painted white and ~ me to continue to work on issues. 
~ Stefen's cotton ball snowman that ~ Instead, I will choose to soak in the 
~ has grown a bit raggedy but is still so ~ joy and bliss of time with my family, 
~ cherished. ~ taste the love sprinkled into all the 

~ THE GRATITUDE: As we sit ~ dishes at our gatherings, remember 
: d t' f: d h' t' the creative ways people have left : aroun ea Illg 100 , S anng sones, . . 
: . 'ft d k' t th theIr mark on my heart, laugh untIl : opemng gi s an coo Illg oge er,. d h k b 
:. : tears run own my c ee s, ut most 
: I so apprecIate these moments. They: f 11 '11 b f 1 f: 11 h 
: .. : 0 a I WI e grate u lor a w 0 : fill me WIth gratItude for what I have:' . 
: f'l d f' d th t : have come before me to gIve me the : ... my amI y an nen s a come: . 
: h 1 b t th 1 th t : lIfe I have today, celebrate all who are : toget er to ce e ra e, e ove a: . . 
: : part of my hf e at the present tIme and 
: my parents taught us to have for each: 1 f 11 h '11 b f 
: : be hopefu or a w 0 WI e part 0 
: other even though we may have : l'f' f 
: d'ff' . . : my 1 e III my uture. 
: 1 enng oplmons. : 

brother was soon Christmas photo with Tad 
to be a grandpa. -..-..-..--..---..-~ and Mochi 

~ This year, I will be seeing people: Marsha Aizumi is an advocate in 
~ during the holidays who voted for the LGBT community and the au­
~ Donald Trump, and initially, that: thor of the book "'Two Spirits, One 
~ made me sad. But I also know that ~ Heart: A Mother, Her Transgender 
~ they love my trans gender son. And ~ Son and Their Journey to Love and 
: so I will be grateful for their love ~ Acceptance." 
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MR. MIYA 
Pat Morita's unpublished 

•• • • memoir Inspires an upcoming 

documentary. 

By George Toshio ]ohnston7 

Contributor 

Promotional art from 1986's "The Karate Kid: 
Part II." A documentary about the late 
Pat Morita's life is in production. 

W
hen "The Karate Kid" arrived 
in theaters in 1984, screenwriter 
Robert Mark Kamen, director 
John Avildsen and producer Jerry 

Weintraub could not have predicted how deeply em­
bedded in the pop-culture zeitgeist the low-budget 
summer movie aimed at teens would become. 

That anyone striking the crane kick pose or 
repeating the phrase, "Wax on, wax off" can elicit 
immediate recognition across generational lines is 
evidence that "The Karate Kid" continues to live on , 
more than 30 years later. 

But the movie about an underdog fish-out-of-water 
teen new to Southern California who learns karate 
from a Japanese American man in order to pro­
tect himself against a cadre of karate-trained thugs 
struck a chord with moviegoers that would spawn 
three sequels to the original, an animated TV car­
toon and a 2010 remake, with a second installment 
to the revived franchise in the works. 

Although Avildsen hasn't been involved with the 
franchise since the third installment, for Kamen and 
Weintraub, who died in 2015, "The Karate Kid" and 

its legacy has become the gift that keeps on giving. 
Much of the credit to that longevity can be 

attributed to the original's lightning-in-a-bottle 
chemistry between the original film's co-stars, 
Ralph Macchio and Pat Morita, who portrayed, 
respectively, the teenage Daniel Larusso and much 
older Mr. Miyagi, the building supervisor at the 
low-rent Reseda, Calif., apartment complex where 
"Daniel-san" and his mother landed after a cross­
country car trip from New Jersey. 

Morita, who died in 2005, brought unexpected 
soul and humanity to what otherwise might have 
been a throwaway, stereotyped role - and was 
rewarded with a best supporting actor nomination at 
the 1985 Academy Awards. 

It was undoubtedly the highlight to a show 
business career that began in stand-up comedy and 
bit parts in movies and iconic TV series such as 
"M*A*S*H" and "Happy Days." 

On Nov. 15, producer Oscar Alvarez and director 
Kevin Derek of Love Project Films announced that 
they are working on a documentary about Morita's 
life, based on an uncompleted memoir he was writ­
ing up until the time of his death. They have also 
launched a 35-daylong Indiegogo campaign to raise 
funds to help produce their documentary. 

The duo previously worked on a documentary 
titled "The Real Miyagi," which chronicled the life 
of Fumio Demura, a real-life master of karate from 
Japan. 

Demura was Morita's stunt-double in the original 
"Karate Kid" movies - and would become pals 
with Morita. 

"The Real Miyagi" tells how Demura got to the 
point of being selected to be the man who did Mr. 
Miyagi's actual karate moves after coming to the 
United States to teach karate and author several 
books about the martial art of karate to Westerners 
hungry for authentic knowledge. 
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Above: Pat Morita (left) confers with 
Fumio Demura, who served as his stunt 
double for the role of Mr. Miyagi in the 
"Karate Kid" movies. 

According to Alvarez, when he and Derek inter­
viewed several subjects for "The Real Miyagi," they 
met Morita's third wife and widow, Evelyn Morita, 
who also appeared in the movie. 

Alvarez said that after the documentary was com­
pleted, Evelyn Morita revealed that she had in her 
possession a manuscript, her late husband's memoir, 
which he had been working on for nine years prior 
to his death and that it might be a good basis for 
another documentary - this time about that other 
real Miyagi, Pat Morita himself. 

Alvarez, who says he "grew up with Pat Morita" 
via his movie and TV oeuvre, admires what Morita 
was able to accomplish, considering the hurdles he 
had to overcome. 

''A lot of people don't know this, but prior to him 
becoming an actor, he worked in the aerospace 
industry," Alvarez said as an example. 

After reading the manuscript, Alvarez realized 
that there was a compelling story about Morita that 
the general public does not know. 

"It's all the obstacles that his family went through, 
as well as himself as an individual, to get into the 
entertainment industry and end up getting a star 
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, to be nominated 
for an Oscar," Alvarez said of Morita. "He's a true 
pioneer." 

Morita's first breakout role was as the titular 
proprietor of Arnold's diner in the 1970s sitcom 
"Happy Days," which shortly thereafter led him 
to a starring role in his own short-lived sitcom, 
"Mr. T and Tina," nearly two decades before 
Margaret Cho's "All American Girl." 

After the success of the "Karate Kid" movies , 
Morita also played it straight in the TV cop drama 
"Ohara," and on the big screen, he played opposite 
Jay Leno in 1989's "Collision Course." 

But it's always the first four "Karate Kid" movies 
for which Morita is best remembered. 

» See MR. MIYAGI 
on page 58 



IN-DEPTH 

Three Decades on~ the film's 

co-stars 'wax on' nostalgically 

over their experiences. 

By George Toshio ]ohnston7 

Contributor 

I
t certainly was a memorable 
year, as 1986 was the year of 
the Chernobyl nuclear plant 
and Space Shuttle Challenger 

disasters; President Reagan and the 
U.S.S.R.'s Communist Party Gen­
eral Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev' s 
summit in Reykjavik, Iceland; Mike 
Tyson at 21 becoming the youngest 
man ever to win the heavyweight 
boxing championship; Los Angeles 
Dodger Fernando Valenzuela pitch­
ing 20 wins; Ferdinand and Imelda 
Marcos fleeing the Philippines; the 
national debut of a daytime talk show 
featuring Oprah Winfrey; the launch 
of the Fox TV network; and in the­
aters "Gung Ho" and "Big Trouble 
in Little China," a couple of movies 
threaded with Asian American story­
lines. 

Another movie with Asian Ameri­
can subject matter from 1986 was the 
sequel to the charming "Karate Kid" 
movie from two years before. Ralph 
Macchio and the late Pat Morita re-

prised 

their roles as student Daniel 
LaRusso and karate teacher Mr. 
Miyagi, respectively. 

In his review of "The Karate Kid: 
Part II," the Pacific Citizen's then­
assistant editor J.K. Yamamoto wrote 
in the Aug. 8, 1986, issue that the 
movie" ... may be just lightweight 
summer entertainment, but it is such 
a pleasant change of pace to hear an 
audience cheering an Asian hero that 
it is worth seeing on that basis alone." 

That hero was, of course, Mr. 
Miyagi, the humble handyman who 
also was a Medal of Honor-winning 
member of the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team and karate sensei who 
served as a surrogate father to his 
student, Daniel-san. 

Greenlighted after the unexpect­
ed success of its predecessor, "The 
Karate Kid: Part II" would best the 
original in boxoffice receipts, with 
domestic grosses of more than $115 
million in its theatrical run, making 
it the No.4 highest-grossing movie 
of the year. 

Thanks to a change in venue from 
Reseda, Calif., to Miyagi's 

childhood home, Japan's 
Okinawa prefecture -

with Hawaii filling 
in for the Ryukyu 

Bad was good 
in 1986 for Yuji 
Okumoto. 

island the 

movIe was 
also signifi-

Tamlyn Tomita, 
circa 1986 and 
today. 

cant for launching the careers of a 
pair of Japanese American actors 
who are still active in the business 
to this day: Tamlyn Tomita and 
Yuji Okumoto. 

More than 30 years later, 
the roles they both played in the 
hugely successful movie still 
loom large in their respective lives 
and careers. 

& 

For Tomita, her "KKII" role as 
Kumiko - the romantic interest 
of young LaRusso - was her Hol­
lywood debut. For Okumoto, who 
played the movie's bad boy and 
LaRusso's foil, Chozen, it was his 
biggest screen credit up to that point 
in his still-nascent career. (His cred­
its prior "KKII" included "Better 
Off Dead ... " and "Aloha Summer," 
which was made before "KKII" but 
released afterward.) 

Tomita, who was coming off serv­
ing as the 1984 Nisei Week festival's 
queen, remembers being approached 
by a casting director about audition­
ing for the role of Kumiko, for which 
she was one among many who tried 
out. "I keep running into, to this day, 
other actresses who also went up for 
the role," Tomita said. 

It truly was a life-changing oppor­
tunity, and Tomita realizes 
how fortunate she was. 
Despite the poise required 
to be a Nisei Week queen 
candidate, regarding the 
filmmaking process, To­
mita said, "I did not know 
anything when I stepped 
on set about how to act on 
film. There was nothing 
that I knew. What do they 
say, ill-equipped? I came 
nonequipped!" 

Fortunately for Tomi­
ta, she got the nod, and 
she is still in show busi­
ness, having recently fin­
ished working on "The 
Ningyo," set for a 2017 

release. 
But had she not participated in 

Nisei Week and become that year's 
queen, which raised her profile 
enough to be approached to audition, 
Tomita says she likely would now be 
teaching middle school students at a 
school near her San Fernando Valley 
home and taking care of her mother. 

Okumoto, meantime, is also still 
involved in show business. His list of 
credits on his IMDb.com page over 
the subsequent years include ap­
pearing in dozens of TV shows and 
movies (2010's "Inception" is one of 
his bigger recent credits), including 
voice-over work in animation - but 
not from Hollywood. 

The Los Angeles native currently 
resides in Seattle, where he is raising 
three daughters with his wife, while 
also running their restaurant, Kona 
Kitchen. 

Okumoto says he still gets recog­
nized for "KKII" by people who saw 
the movie 30 years ago - but there 
is also a younger demo (that he not­
ed are people who are now in their 
30s) for his role in the 1999 Disney 
Channel telefilm "Johnny Tsunami," 
which he notes was, at the time, that 
network's biggest hit. 

Similarly, Tomita said, "Having 
reached a certain age, when people 
go, 'I know you from somewhere,' 
it's either 'Karate Kid II' if you're 
a male of a certain age or if you're 
a woman, it's probably 'Joy Luck 
Club' - but if you're a teen or a mil­
lennial, it's probably 'Teen Wolf.'" 
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MR. MIYAGI » continued from page 56 

According to Alvarez, however, 
Morita's memoir details aspects of his 
early years, including contracting spi­
nal tuberculosis - which put him in 
a full body cast for much of his child­
hood - to being incarcerated with 
his family in two different War Relo­
cation Authority camps. Later in life, 
he would walk away from an unsatis­
fying corporate job to pursue comedy, 
a path few Japanese Americans of his 
generation would tread. 

Using that as a jumping off point, 
Alvarez and Derek have begun in­
terviewing several people who either 
worked directly with Morita or were 
touched by his influence. 

Derek, however, is very interested in 
making sure the documentary (work­
ing title "Pat Morita: Long Story 
Short") conveys the part of Morita's 
story before fame, fortune - and mis­
fortune - came his way. 

In an email, Derek said, "His entire 
life was compelling. Can you imagine 
being in a full body cast from age 2-11 
due to contracting a rare form of tu­
berculosis? Having been told that you 
will never walk again? And, when fi­
nally being treated and able to walk, 
the war breaks out and he's escorted 
by an FBI agent to the internment 
camps. His family had to get rid of ev­
erything they had worked hard for and 
restart their life from scratch. 

"Can you imagine seeing your fa­
ther get hit and run over by a car 
and dragged for blocks and to die a 
few hours later? Being discriminated 
against? Losing your house in a mud­
slide? Not knowing if your mother 
is actually your real mother? Many, 
many other obstacles in his life that 
I can't mention," Derek continued. 
"For him to come out of this ordeal 
in one piece and not lose his sanity 
and to become an iconic figure speaks 
volumes." 

When asked what he thought was 

Nearly three 
decades after "The 
Karate Kid: Part 
II," Tamlyn Tomita 
and Yuji Okumoto 
appeared 
together in 2016's 
"Seppuku." 

the biggest revelation about Morita's 
life that he learned as a result of be­
ginning this documentary, Derek says 
it was learning about Morita's "family 
dynamics." 

"Pat had been married three times 
and has one daughter from the first 
marriage, two from the second and his 
last wife is the estate holder, and for 
some reason, there is tension between 
them," said Derek. 

According to Derek, upon learning 
of the documentary, one of Morita's 
daughters asked to see its outline and 
structure. Derek said he did so and 
let her know his team wanted to 
interview her and her family, but 
she responded that she needed to be 
included as a writer and producer in 
order to participate. 

"My response was very simple 
- there can only be one chef in the 
kitchen and that I would like an ongo­
ing dialogue but do not want any side 
of the family influencing the direction 
of this doc," said Derek. 

Included among those interviewed 
about their interactions with and im-
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pressions of Morita are comedian 
Tommy Chong, actors Esai Morales, 
Julia Nickson and Martin Kove (who 
memorably played the villainous Co­
bra Kai sensei in the original "Karate 
Kid"), as well as screenwriter Kamen. 
Notable for their absences thus far are, 
however, actors such as Tamlyn To­
mita and Ralph Macchio or director 
Avildsen, which Derek and Alvarez 
say is due to the influence of one of 
Morita's daughters, Aly Morita. 

In a conversation with the Pacific 
Citizen, however, Aly Morita denied 
urging any of the principals involved 
with the "Karate Kid" movies from 
participating with this documentary, 
and she issued the following state­
ment via email: "My sisters and I are 
aware of a documentary being made 
right now about our father, but have 
declined to become involved. 

''As the current documentary being 
made stands now, we are not confident 
that it will be done with our father's 
best interest in mind, but rather as a 
vehicle for my father's third wife to 
tell her version of a very incomplete 

Both Okumoto and Tomita have 
fond memories of "KKII" co-stars 
Morita, who died in 2005, and Dan­
ny Kamekona, who died in 1996. 

Tomita credits "Uncle Pat" 
and "Uncle Danny" for help­
ing her with her big-screen debut, 
along with Nobu McCarthy, Joey 
Miyashima and Marc Hayashi, as 
well as Macchio and Okumoto, for 
helping her with the process, and 
says she tries to carryon that mag­
nanimous attitude toward young 
acting talent whenever she can. 

As for Okumoto, he remem­
bers coming to the set and meeting 
Morita. "What a joy, what a won­
derful man he was. Very supportive, 
very helpful," he recalled. "When 
you have an opportunity to work 
with really wonderful actors like 
Pat, you listen." 

Okumoto also remembers while 
they were shooting "KKII" how 
Mori ta and Kamekona invited him 

story. 

Pat Morita shares 
a laugh with Jerry 
Weintraub, who 
produced the 
original "Karate 
Kid" movie and its 
sequels. 

"My family has strong personal 
reasons for not supporting this project, 
and anyone else who has decided to 
follow suit has done so on their own 
accord. We want more than anything 
for our father's story to be told, but 
we want it done right with the right 
people involved." 

So, while the movie is underway in 
its current form, things could change 
between now and its completion. 
The filmmakers have said that they 
are forging on regardless, and if this 
new documentary is as successful in 
telling the story of Pat Morita's life 
as their documentary about Fumio 
Demura was, then fans of the iconic 
funnyman will be in for one kick of a 
movie once it comes to fruition. 

To learn more about the campaign 
to raise funds for the Pat Morita 
documentary~ visit https:/!www.in­
diegogo.comlprojectslpat-morita­
long-story-short-filml and to learn 
more about this movie~ visit http:// 
www.PatMoritaTheMovie.com. 

to come out to Waikiki one night -
and they stayed up until 4 a.m. 

"I just had to laugh about it. They 
just loved to go hang out," he said. 
Okumoto would later work with 
Morita on two other movie projects, 
2006's "Only the Brave" and 2000's 
"I'll Remember April." 

While Tomita is happy to continue 
to act for as long as possible, she's 
doesn'tfeel she has the right aptitude 
to try another part of show business: 
producing. Okumoto, however, has 
embraced it. "I enjoy the process of 
putting pieces together," he said. 

Tomita and Okumoto remain 
friends and do still cross paths 
professionally, with both of them 
having appeared in the 2016 short 
movie "Seppuku." 

But three decades on, both actors 
will forever be tethered profession­
ally and in the public eye thanks to 
the big splash they each made III 

"The Karate Kid: Part II." • 
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Holiday Snowflakes NORTHERN CALIFORNIA'S LEADING 
JAPANESE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER 

F 0 U N D A T ION and Events 

Films ~f 

,/ 
Happy 

Holidays! 
Michelle 6- Richard 

AtMatto 

In 
DIGITAL, 

PRINT 
or 

BOTH! 

Saturday, 
June 17, 2017 
San Francisco 

Remembrance 
Feb. 25, 2017 
New People Cinema 
S.F.'s Japantown 

A one-day film series in 
February commemorating the 
wartime incarceration of the 
Japanese American community 
in American concentration 

~~"'i<~~. r camps. 

Info: www.nichibei.org/ 
films-of-remembrance 

Polaris Tours 2017 Schedule 

Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017 
A community journey to the 
former Angel Island Immigration 
Station, where some 85,000 
immigrants from Japan were 
processed between 1910 to 
1940. Come help honor our 
immigrant pioneers and do 
family history research. 

Info: www.nichibei.org/ 
angel-island-pilgrimage 

Mar. 22 - Mar. 31 

Apr. 02 -Apr. 11 

April 30 - May 13 

Cuba's Charming Colonial Cities & Havana: "Highlights Tour of Cuba" 

Spring Japan: "Tokyo, Hakone, Inuyama, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Miyajima" 

South Korea (East Coast): "Seoul, Jeju, Busan, Gyeongju, Seorak" 

May. 21 - Jun. 01 Bikkuri Tour with Moto & Ken: "The Journey of Miyamoto Musashi" 

May. 14 - May. 28 The Scandinavian: "Copenhagen, Arhus, Stockholm, Bergen, Oslo" 

Jun. 18 - Jun. 30 England & Wales & Scotland: "London, Cardiff, Glasgow, Edinburgh" 

Jui. 02 - Jui. 11 Japan By Train: "Hiroshima, Kurashiki, Okayama, Kyoto, Tokyo" 

Jui. 10 - Jui. 21 Newfoundland & Labrador: "Corner Brook, Rocky Harbour, St John's" 

a.\\~'~ 
?1t1 t\tet\tory of~ 

Sep. 03 - Sep. 14 Let's Go Hokkaido: "Sapporo, Sounkyo, Shiretoko, Tomamu, Toyako" 

Sep. 17 - Sep. 24 Iceland Adventure: "Reykjavik, Borgarnes, Hofn, Lake Jokulsarlon, Vik," 

Sep. 25 - Oct 09 

Oct 03 - Oct 16 

Oct 15 - Oct 24 

Western Explorer: "Scottsdale, Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, Yosemite" 

Eastern US & Canada Discovery: "Boston, Quebec City, Toronto, NYC" 

Autumn Japan: "Tokyo, Takayama, Kanazawa, Kyoto, Hiroshima" 

-- Mike 6- Etsu .... Oct 29 - Nov. 08 Islands of Okinawa & Shikoku: "Naha, Takamatsu, Matsuyama, Kochi" 

~ Masaoka ~ ~ 
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WISHING YOU & YOUR FAMILY 

A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 

Our mission is to promote and enhance 
the independence and security of older 

adults by nourishing the body, mind and spirit. 

o 
KOKORO ~~ 
ASSISTED LIVING FOR SENIORS RCFE#385600235 

Continuing the Japanese Tradition 
of Care and Support for Seniors 

We provide a continuulTI of care that 
assists older adults in lTIaintaining their health, 

independence, and quality of life. 

PrograIlls and services include: 

• Sem.inars and workshops on aging 

• Fam.ily caregiver support groups 

• Social and recreational activities 

• Cultural and exercise classes 

• Health, safety, &: nutrition referrals 

• Nutritious well-balanced Japanese-style 
m.eals, hom.e delivered or on-site 

• Transportation services 

• Board and care facility 

• Adult Social Day Care Program. 

Call or COlTIe by to learn lTIore! 

KIMOCHI 
Continuing the Japanese Tradition of Care and Support for Seniors 

1715 Buchanan Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 
AdIninistration: 415-931-2294 

1881 Bush St., San Francisco, CA 94109 ~one: ~4.15) 776-8066 Fax: (415) 674-5941 "W"W"W. kill10 chi-inc. org 
www.kokoroasslstedhvmg.org 

Origami Books & Paper 
1,000 Cranes: design & framing 

Japanese washi papers 

JAPANTOWN SAN FRANCISCO 

1743 Buchanan Mall 
San Francisco CA 94115 

415.921-7100 
www.paper-tree.com 

SEASON 'S GREETINGS 
May peace and tranquility prevail throughout the world! 

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

5$±~**D~Jm ( g§*D~ ) 
~t*mJ~IR' *~{h~@j 

REV. KODO UMEZU BISHOP 

KEN TANIMOTO PRESIDENT 

1710 Octavia Street San Francisco, CA 94109 buddhistchurchesofamerica.org 

C OLMA 

JAPANESE CEMETERY 
Established 1901 

JAPANESE BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
OF CALIFORNIA (II KEI KAI) 

Caretakers of the historic 
Japanese Cemetery at Coma 

Resting place of Japanese American Pioneers 

For more information 

Phone : (415) 771-3440 
Fax: (415) 931-6158 

Yasuko Fukuda, M.D. 

3905 Sacramento Street, Suite #301 

Presidio Pediatrics San Francisco, CA 94118 

Office 415-752-8038 

After hours advice 415-387-9293 

www.presidiopediatncssf.com 

Dr. Craig Y. Yonemura, DDS 
Periodontist 

500 Sutter St., Suite 808 
San Francisco, CA 94108 

(415) 391-5191 

...... JAPAN CENTER GARAGE CORPORATION 
1610 GEARY BLVD. SAN FRANCISCO CA 94115 

Happy Holidays 

Dais~ & rOBe Satoda 

Season's Greetings! . .-

~~1JD~ 1946iF~ 9mBll---ClJ l Q 
8*/fJlJj£x---Yx..~V--

Since 1946 serving the Japanese 
American community 
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1600 Webster Street, #310, San Francisco, CA 94115 

.I ____ ,,"V''\ 'I 

Nikki Hikari 
Haruka Roudebush 

JAPANESE Al\I1ERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER 

Advocac). Education. Communit . 

1770 Post Street 11279, San Francisco, CA 941151 sfjacl@yahoo.com l www.sfjacl.org 



www.benkyodocompany.com 

~,,~ "confections that win affections" 

~W!~ BENKYODO CO. 
~~.~ 1747 Buchanan Mall, San Francisco. CA 94115 

SINCE 1906 

RICKY OKAMURA 
ROBERT OKAMURA 
GENERAL PARTNERS 

PHONE: (415) 922-1244 
FAX: (415) 922-5820 

© 
CKlElectrical 
'-Systems 

Gary Uyeda 

Electrical Contractor 
Lie. No. 712456 

TeL/Fax (41 5) 469-5414 
Cell (415) 867-6625 

Grant T. Tomioka, Esq. 
~II'" 

4444 Geary 81vd.1301 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
Tel: (415) 67C).;9929 

Fax: (415) 933- 6187 
Email: granatO .. r1hllnk.net 

Holiday Greetings 
Harumi t':J Walter Kenbo Serata 

1767 - 48th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94 122 

Shogo Yamada 
OKO NOMI YAKI 

1581 Webster St. , Su ite 22 1 
Kinokuniya Building (2nd Floor) 
San Francisco, CA 94 11 5 
Telephone : 415 I 441 -6867 

j. honda construction 
I ice n sen o. 5 2 2 4 0 7 

john honda ( 41 5 ) 6 26 -9 355 

10 3 4 f ol so m st reet , san f r a nc i sco . c o 9 410 3 

LOWELL G. KIMURA 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCO UNT ANT 

1750 BUCHANAN STREET. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 

TELEPHONE (415) 771-0272 • FAX (415) 771 -0488 

~ p ~t,~~lt ± :f;j'jfrJj' 

~t,~~lt± ~ P ( iE- ) y - J 

Mark S. Moriguchi 
Certified Public Accountant 

M origuchi C.P.A. Office 
1741 Buchanan St. #220 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

'a6S~ 
IlAFIOD 

Tel: (415) 922-8200 Ext. 210 
Fax: (415) 931-2164 
Direct: (415) 922-5442 
mmabcd5@gmail.com 

Henry Ichinose 
henry@absscafood.com 

Pier 45 D-1, San Francisco, CA 94133 

C 415 .713.0756· P 415.401.0258· F 415.401.0265 

Warm ~oliday Wigheg from 

J ACl Arizona Chapter 

Japanese Restaurant 
Izakaya , Sushi Bar 

Sake Bar, Karaoke Room 

Shogo YAMADA 
Owner 

1161 Post street 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

P: 415 · 346 ·2222 F: 415 · 346 ·2282 

IJ Union Bank 

Jerry T. Ono 
Director 
Manager 

Japan Center Office 
1675 Post St reet 

Te l. 415 202 0357 
A lt. 415 202 0350 

San Francisco. CA 9 4115 
jerry.ono@unionbank.com 

NMLSR #765133 

Masao Kurihara 
C.E.O. I Founder 

unionbank.com 

1737 Buchanan Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

415 -7 5 7-0552 

1790 SUTTER ST .. SAN FRANCISCO, PHONE 931·8165 

MINAMI M TAMAKI II Atrp rneys at low 
L L P 

Dote MInami 
Pmt"flf 

San Fl'ond ... co 
360 1'011 Sli aal 81~ Floor 
Son "OII<;'CO C/o 94106 
Phono l 415 78B· 9000 
FOll. 4 1 $ 39113887 
dminomi@MinomiTamold .com 
w_.MlnomlTomokl,ClIm 

Seasons 
Greetings! 

from the IDC 

Pocatello-Blackfoot Chapter 
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G BACK ON 2016 
By Gil Asm:awa 

Albuquerque's 
Bushido 
I(enkyukai 
karate and 
laiko group 
march through 
the Aid Malsuri 
site to start the 
festivities. 

W
OW, I don't know 
about you, but I'm 
glad 2016 is coming 
to an end. Not that I 

think next year will be better - I 
have a lot of trepidation about the 
future - but I can hope, can't I? 
There w ere some great things about 
this past year. I love to travel, and 
I traveled twice to Las V egas for 
conference s, as well as Washington 
D.C., San Jose and Ft. Lauderdale. 
My wife and I just returned from a 
family reWlion trip to Hawaii. 

My wife and I were also able to 
take my mom, who has dementia, for 
a ''farewell tour" of Japan, including 
Sapporo, where her brother lives; 
Nemuro, her small hometown in 
eastern Hokkaido; and Tokyo, so she 
could visit a longtime family friend. 
And in September. I was invited by 
the New Mexico chapter of JACL to 
give a reading of my book. ''Being 
Japanese American," at the chapter's 
annual fall festival, Aki :Matsuri. 

When I travel to L.A. or Hawaii, 
I know I'm going to feel right at 
home with all the Asian face s. 
I didn't expect to feel right at home 
in New Mexico, too! 

Volunteer.! set 
up the JACL 
chapter's booth at 
Albuquerque's 
Aid Malsuri. 

When we 
Americans, we mosdy think of the 
West Coast, where JAs are concen­
trated. But I live in Denver. The JA 
community here is nothing like being 
in L.A., San Francisco or Seattle, but 
we have Sakura Square, our ''TIny 
Tokyo" - the one-block haven 
for the Tri-State Denver Buddhist 
Temple, one Japanese restaurant and 
a family owned Japanese grocery 
store. 

In Albuquerque, there is no Tiny 
Tokyo, no Japanese market, so I was 
a surprised to meet a whole bunch 
of Japanese Americans. Some were 
born and raised there, and others 
were transplanted from the West 
Coast, or even Hawaii. Albuquerque 
is smaller than Denver, but 
I give credit to the local JACL 
chapter - itsmembershipand theNew 
Mexico conununitythat' s interestedin 
Japanese things came out in force for 
Aki Matsuri. 

Victor Yamada, who is one of the 
leaders of the New Mexico JACL 
chapter, set up my trip. I had had 
breakfast the past spring with him 
when I was in Albuquerque for a 

The event was held on the groWlds 
of the Natioual Hispanic Cultural 
Center, featuring v endor booths and 
a food tent, which was a fWldraiser 
for the JACL chapter. One side of 
the outdoor plaza had a large stage 
set up for petfonnances from taiko 
dnmuning and martial arts demon­
strations to traditioual Okinawan 
dancing. My reading was inside, 
in a room that featured a fabulous 
exhibit of movie posters from Studio 
Ghibli, the Japanese producers of 
Hayao Miyazaki's classic series of 
animated feature films. 

My abiding impression of my 
trip is the terrific variety of JAs 
in Albuquerque and the number of 
mixed-race JAs who identify with 
the Japanese side of their heritage. 
Paul :Mayer, the man with the movie 
posters collection, is mixed-race and 
has traveled extensively to Japan and 
speaks Japanese. Wanda Day and her 
son, Joey, are friends in Albuquerque 
and are Japanese and LatinaJLatino. I 
also met a handful of others who are 
mixed-race. In most cases, I had no 
idea from looking at them that they 
might be part Japanese. 

I thonght more about mixed-race 
JAs last week during my trip to 
Hawaii. So many people in Hawaii 
are mixed-race. Yet, it doesn't matter 
to anyone - for an Asian American 
like me, Hawaii feels like the most 
welcoming, comfortable place in the 
world. It's good to be the majority! 

Some of my wondetful cousins in 
Hawaii are also part-Japanese. One 
of them told me sad stories of wish­
ing she looked more Japanese when 
she was growing up because she 
felt like she didn't fit it. That's the 
reverse of Asians on the mainland, of 
course, who might grow up wishing 
they looked more white. 

Albuquerque is also diverse , 
thongh in a different way, from 
Hawaii. So much of the driving spirit 

of New Mexico is derivejVrom 
the state's American Indian and 
Hispanic heritages. Cauca~ans might 
be in the majorityin Albjlquerqut. but 
the place and its people are rich with 
the culture of people of color. 

One of the most powetful aspects 
of my trip to New Mexico was learn­
ing about Victor Yamada's research 
on the Justice Department camps 
where people of Japanese heritage 
were imprisoned during wwn. 

The JACL chapter has worked 
with Colorado State University 
on ''Confinement in the Land of 
Enchantment: Japanese Americans 
in New Mexico During WWII," 
studying the New Mexico prison 
camps in Lordsburg, Santa Fe, Fort 
Stanton and Old Raton Ranch. I'll 
have to go back and tour those sites 
sometime. 

Especially now, with the tumult of 
the presidential campaign, the COWl­
try's divisions and the statements 
about banning Muslims and then cre­
ating a "registry" of Muslims - we 
all need to be vigilant and remember 
the racial fear and hatred that led to 
the Japanese American incarceration. 
And now, with so many more mixed­
race people in our COWltry - not just 
Asian American but also African­
American, Latino and Muslim, too 
- will the COWltry'S racial divisions 
be more complicated? 

That's why 2016 was tongh forme 
- it felt like justice was on the ropes 
at times. I hope 2017 will be better. 
Feb. 19 will be the 75th anniversary 
of the signing of Executive Order 
9066, so it'll be a good opportunity 
to educate America about our flawed 
past and move past it to a brighter 
future. 

G ilAsakawa is the Editorial Board 
Chair of the Pacifu: Citizen. He 
blogs at www.nikkeiview.com and 
is a consultant for AARrs AAPI 
marketing team. 
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'1n memory of the 'lfirota Pami(y: 
BEST WISHES FOR 

THE NEW YEAR 

Tadashi, Mamoru, Susumu, 

Masako and ~kira 

Roy & Alice, Lance, 
Mona & Brandon, 

Scott, Sheila, 
Spencer & Mallory 

WAKIDA 

We Would Like to Honor 
2016 Pioneer Award Recipients 

Kiyoshi 
Katsumoto 

Gordon 
Yamamoto 

2016 High School Scholarship Recipients 

Happy 
Ho Ii days I 

Erin, Bill, Kenneth & Kira Rice 
Berkeley, CA 

Warm Wishes For a 
Happy Holiday Season 

Jean Nakazono 
Berkeley, Ca. 

Cameron 
Adams 

(Northgate HS) 

Madison Lew 
(El Cerrito HS) 

Noel McGuire 
(Miramonte 

HS) 

Mika Taga­
Anderson 

(Head Royce 
HS) 

Dic:k & Ruby Uno 
5ctc:rcttn6n1:0, CA 

Gratitude & Cheers 
edna 

TANADA 

2016 College Undergraduate and Graduate 
Scholarship Recipients 

Kaitlin Hara 
(UC Berkeley) 

Jason Nakao 
(Diablo Valley 

College) 

Kari Kokka 
(Harvard) 

Daruma 
no 

Gakko 

Oakland, CA 

i;v~~Ji1~~f4:!~tf~/. 
" . '_ . . '" : .~.!~.t '''". ~ :6' •. s:t:, T. ... " .• U"!\"''' 9'~O'' ~::f-4.I.y_G;':i~,rt.'" Ashley 

Schroeter (San 
Francisco City 

College) 
S.eason's Greeting!s 

In roving memory 
of 13i[[ & Dorothy 

:fujita 
Missing you! 

daruma-no-gakko.org 

D
J A P ANESE 

III A ME RI CA N 

C1 T 1 ZE S 

L EAGUE 

Trustees 
NealOuye 
Al Satake 
Ken Yabusaki 
Ranko Yamada 

Officers 
Paul Nakao, Co-President 
Michael Oguro, Co-President 
Vance Oishi, Secretary 
Tak Shirasawa, Treasurer 

B E R K E LEY Board of Directors 
www.berkeleyjacLorg Carolyn Adams 

Kaitlin Hara 
NealOyue 
NancyUkai 
Gordon Yamamoto 

Season's Best Wishes 

Mark A. Fujikawa, OD 
Stephen R. Chun, OD, F AAO 

and Associates 
The Berkeley Optometric Group 

Since 1976 

2414 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94704 
(510) 843-1228 

Wishing you 
Hope and Peace 

Mark Fujikawa Howard Fukuda 
Amelia Huster Vera Kawamura 
Al Satake Ron Tanaka 
Tara Umemoto Beth Uno 
Allen Zhou Jim Duff Wells Fargo Bank, N.A, 

H.ctppy H.~JF 
Jim Furuichi 

Broker - Owner- Realtor-Notary 

Kuwada Realty 
1417 Solano Ave. Albany, CA 94706 

(510) 527-4663 Cell : (5 10) 333-5686 
email : jturuich@pacbell.n et 

BRE# 002655 18 

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year! 

David & Joan Fujita 

Lafayette, CA 

Season's Greetings &. Happy New Year 

The Satakes, 
PoIH:os, &. Morenos 

Orinda, CA 

s~:.~ 

Kiyoshi & Emiko 

Katsumoto 
Jessica Miyeko Kawamura 2615 Brooks Ave. 

E1 Cerrito , CA 94530 
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J onathan Y. Shindo 
Senior Vice President 

California Business Banking 
MAC A0223'030 
1298 East 14th Street. Suite 320 
San Leandro. CA 94577 
Tel: 510 297 0622 
Fax: 8774779856 
Cell: 510 507 2285 

jon.shindo@we!lsrargo.com 

••••• 

HAPPy 
HOLIDAYS 
FROM 
KAT 
THE CAT 

Ronald D. Fujie, CPA 

5332 College Ave .. Suite 203 
Oakland. CA 94618 

Phone: (510) 923-1776 
Fax: (510) 355-1060 

email: ronald.fuj ie.cpa@gmail .com 
• Cell: (510) 604-7290 

CONSTRUCTION 
MICHAEl, MCDOWELL 

1470 ROSE STREET BERKELEY, CA 94702-1230 
(510) 703-1101 CELL (510) 524-4969 
NEPTUNEFC@SBCGLOBAl,.NET 

LICENSE # 4102222 

7 
'}{ayy y '}{o{id'ay s 

Japanese Restaurant 
TEMARI 

Berkeley 510-549-9363 



Fresco Properties, Inc. 
654 Sacramento Street! Suite 300 

San Francisco1 CA 94111 

(415) 644~4817 

BRE #: 00874453 

"A great coach will guide you 
through an action plan and hold 

you accountable for results." 

Jay Yamamoto 
Career Coach 
510-214-3466 

www.linkedin.com/in/jyamamoto 

PEACE 

Vallru YtUulothi 

f!:r'jame.s A. Dl.tff,)r: 

U 4IJ 5kinmri.z Wa/ 

oak/1m./. C,4 'f4£02 

1:~~~#j'f~ 
Golden Lion Martial Arts School 

www.goldnlion.com 
1031 San Pablo Ave (near Marin), Albany CA 94706 

Yang Tai Chi Chuan 
ChiKung 

Meditation 

I SiCu David Dong (510) 527-1606 Classes for all ages 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Japanese American Women 
Alumnae of UC Berkeley 

Learn. Lead, Contribute 

www, jawaucb ,oq~ , 

2100 Ward St 

Berkeley Ca. 94705 

Ph:51 0,549,3486 
Fx:510·549·0165 
www.kiralaberkeley.com 

Emily Murase, Neal Taniguchi, 
Junko & Izumi 

Wish everybody the very 

best this Holiday Season! 

emilymurase@sf usd.edu 

nealtaniguchi@gmail.com 

Holiday Greetings to All 

Ken, Ann, Sean & Lee 

Yabusaki 
Hawaii, San Diego, Encinitas 

PEACE 
Toshiol Michikol Kenji Mori 

Kaz Mori & Janet 

Moriwaki, Irnai & Fujita, Inc. 
DBA: MIF Insurance Agency 

President 
Dick Yamamoto 

2171 Junipero Serra Blvd. , #250 , Daly City, CA 94014 
Phone: 650-757-8800 Fax: 650-757-8806 

License #0468253 

Mom & Dad, thanks for 

making me a lifelong fan. 

Love. Kai 

MONTEREY MARKET 
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables in Season 

Gourmet groceries • Artisan breads • Affordable wines 

Season's Greetings 
1550 Hopkins St .• Berkeley 

(510) 526-6042 

HOURS 
MON. - FRL 9AM - 7PM 
SAT. & SUN. 8:30AM - 6PM 

www.montereymarker.com 

GOOD HEALTH, 
PEACE, & 

HARMONY 

lou Minamoto 

Happy Holidays 
from 

Jeff Yamashita 
& Alex Tagawa 

'J-loliday 'Best Wishes 

SATOKO &JIM 
FURUICHI 

1323 Cornell Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 

In Memorv of 

Waichi & Jane Ouye 
Loved & sacrificed for their children, 

grandchildren & great grandchildren 

best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 

2017 
Jason, Amy, 

Kalen, Alton, & Revin 
YAMASHIRO 

CA 

In memory of 

John and Miyo 

Fujikawa 

Gordon Y. Yamamoto, Esq. 
A Professional Corporatitoll 

654 Sacramento Street) Suite 300 
San Francisco, California 94111 

(415) 644-481 7 

,.-.....,... 
ROCK'R ' IDGE 

optometry 

Scott K. Yokoi, OD 

5321 College Ave, Oakland, CA 94618 
phone 510-655-3797 fax 510-655-3701 
www.rockridgeoptometry.com 

2016-2017 Holiday Wishes! 
Catherine Gibbons 

Aimee Terauchi 
Matthew Hard 
Phoenix. Arizona 

Alan V. Caruso 
~. n AICarusolnsuranceAgency • 

~FARMERS 
Auto· Home· Life· Business 

367 Colusa Avenue 

Kensington, CA 94707 

Phone: 510-527-4640, Fax: 510-527-4234 Lic# 0191914 
Email: acaruso@farmersagent.com Se Habla Espanol 

STEVEN S. ISONO, M. D., F.A.A.O.S. 

Orthopaedic Surgery - Sports Medicine 
Certificate of Added Qualification in Sports Medicine 

1940 Webster Street, Suite 200 - Oakland, CA 94612 
(T) 510-463-4700 - (F) 510-463-4722 

WOOf! 
The Holidays are here 

Unleash Pec«:,.€/ 
Ashi 

"The Wonder Dog" 

FREEMAN 
Insurance ServIces, Inc, 

MEDICAL • UFE • PROPERTY • CASUALTY 

G_ ANTHONY FREEMAN 
Independent Insurance Broker/Agent 

UC ~0694316 

9_anthony@freemonln·scompony.com 

1035 Son Pablo Ave. #1 tel: 510-528-2700 x2 
Albany, CA 947.06 * Fox: 510-528-2708 

High quality organic and natural 
products at great prices 

Free Parking 

3426 Fruitvale Ave., Oakland, CA 94602 (510) 482·8899 
3501 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 94619 (510) 482·8178 

Season's §reetinas 
from 

The Taaawa fJ'amify 
Craig, Helen, Alex, Chloe, Tyler, and Koko 
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J-{ouaay qreetings Wishing you all a 
Prosperous New Year 

1v1aru 
1-firatzka Paul T. 

NOMURA 37 Tho usand Oaks 
Oa kland, CA 94605 Albany, Califomia 

['li@JWWi lNl lEW ilE@J~~ 
from 

GelrlfY? Joy? 
Doug & Wendy 

§EKKMUJRA 

Jump'nJava 

~iR! q)awoud 

6606 Shattuck Ave, Oakland, CA 94609 
( 5 10) 595-9666 

ROGER J. OTA, D.D.S. 

TELEPHONE (510)841-0662 2020 HEARST AVENUE 
BERKELEY, CA 94709 

H ERITA.G E 

PIROIP'ERTIES 

Paul Nakao 
Realtor 

Ph: 510-908-1195 

psnakao@gmail.com 

www.paulnakao.com 

BRE:01 880536 

Season's Greetings! 

In Memor'y of Sachi Kaneko 

19 17-201+ 

" I Lett M~ Heart in San Franciscdl 

Season's §reetin8s 

Tak Shirasawa 
Berkeley , CA 

THANK YOU JA 
FROM. UC BERKElEY NIKKEl STUDENT 

Happy Holidays 
John Kawamura 

Kate Blessing 
-got married!! 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

From a Happy "Old" Ear 

Biro 
SATO 
Alameda 

Peace on Earth 
Deborah Duff Morris 

Atlanta, GA 

Happy Holidays 

Vera & Eric 

Kawamura 

906 Washington Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 
(510) 836-BREW 

Steve Wolff Proprietor 

WWW.pacificcoastbrewing.com 

Lff'~ FLOQI~T 
(9 NUQ~fQY 
1420 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
BERKELEY, CA 94702 
510-843-0502 

www.leesfloristnursery.com 

:}{app y :}{ofic{ays 

from the 
TSUETAKI'S 

Tracy, Jane, Alex, Amanda 
and Bachan Hideko 

Season's Greetings 

Ken & Reiko Nabeta 

El Cerrito, CA 

TOKYO FISH MARKET 
1220 SAN PABLO AVENUE 

BERKELEY. CA 94706 
510.524.7243 

F.E.FORBESCOMPANY 

1795 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
CA eRE No. 00845694 
NMLS No. 250558 

Mark E. Forbes 
Principal 

tel: (510) 526-7933 x13 
fax: (510) 526-7976 

mforbes@feforbes.com 
www.feforbes.com 

BLAINE HONDA, D.D.S 

TELEPHONE (510)841-0662 
2020 HEARST AVENUE 
BERKELEY, CA 94709 

One JVame to ~member 
When it's 'rime to ~member 

Season's Greetings 
BERKELEY NIKKEI 

SENIORS 
EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE SERVICE SINCE 1908 

No REQUEST IS TOO 
CHALLENGING. 

No DETAIL IS TOO SMALL. 

Sunset view 
CEMETERY AND MORTUARY 

ED. L l c # 1079 

101 COLUSA AVENUE 

BERKELEY JACL 
DROP-IN CENTER 

Year Round 
Senior Programs 2nd & 4th 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

North Berkeley Sr. Center 
1901 Hearst & M.L. King Way 

EL C ERRIT O, CA 94530 HAPPY NEWYEAR 2017 
I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-I Hiraga-StephensFamily 

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM I 510.525.5111 

Season's Greetings! 
Happy Holidays! 

The Nabeta's 2017 Happy New Year! 
Roderick & Reiko Terauchi 
EI Cerrito, CA 

Brian, Cherie, Kailee, and Kaleo 

Carmichael, CA 

MINETA 
LEGACY 
PROJECT 

A documentary and web-based free educational 
curriculum about the rema rkable life and career of 

Norman Y. Mineta. 

Coming in 2017 

www.MinetaLegacyProject.com 

Ronald Wake, D.D.S. 
General Dentistry 
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SEIDO 
N SULT I G 

The Righr Parh for Achieving Success 

provid"", th to to In X,n pol rw:i bu. II rl 111 no. 

Steven Terusaki , 1.18A, RLA (CJ>..2000) 
Principal Consultant and Certified Business Coach 

Vl.YW. ; eidOCOf1S u Itin-g. com 
s,te ru saki@ seidooonsu iting .com 

Tel: (510) 56s..0225 

CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
EAST BAY 

HAYWARD I CONCORD I OAKLAND 

A lba ny, Cal~o<nia 

Leroy M. Morishita, MD. 
President 

Office of the President 
510.885.3877 office 
510.885.3808 fax 
leroy.morishita@csueastbay.edu 

25800 Carlos Bee Boulevard 
Hayward, California 94542 
www.csucastbay.edu 

~eAson' s Qreetinas 

(510) 845-1396 

Warmest Holiday Greetings 

Berkeley Lions Club 
Serving the Berkeley Community since 1919 

Meetings every Thursday noon at 

Edoko Restaurant 
1722 University Ave 

Berkeley, CA 

1577 Solano Avenue, Berkeley, CA, 94707 .. 
Bus: 510.527.2700. FAX: 510.527.2799. marvingardens.com 

LlC{:m<:@lpaC:belL.net 

SeasonJs Greetings 
Susan & Aaron Muranishi 

Kajal Pashmi, 
Agent 

3138 Geary Blvd 
San Francisco, CA 941 18-3388 

A State Farm'" 

Bus 4 15 742 4459 Fax 4 154198178 
kaja I. pashm I. f28 4@statefarm.com 

Insu rance License #OF03491 

Wall' in . Mail ill, Call in. Click ill ' 

Peace Love Hope Justice 

TOMINE LAW 
EUGENE TOMINE • DERREK TOMINE 

1939 HARRISON STREET, SUITE 920 

OAKLAND, CA 94612-3543 

TELEPHONE 510.318.6363 

INFO@TOMINELAW.COM 

J-Sei Home: A Senior Care Facility 
24954 Cypress Avenue 

Hayward, CA 

• Focus on Nikkei traditions 

lie Asian meals 

• Engaging activities 

• Skilled and licensed staff 

~ 
..J.::: ~ .. e.: I 

Contact Mary Hart, Administrator * Phone (5 /0) 732-6658 * E-mail:mary@j-seihome.org 

Happy Holidays to 
~x,::~~~~:j~~~~or JACL Family and Friends 

ASIAN AMERICAN DONOR PROGRAM 
2169 Harbor Bay Parkway 
Alameda. California 94502 
1.800.59.DONOR 
510.568.3700 
510.568.2700 Facsimile 

Happy HoIIday51 

Amtdia, Kar6n, 
Dav6n, CoI6, and 
Django HU51:6r­
Lowhur51: 

PEACE 
Charles & Carla Stedwell 

Happy Holidays 
Go Sharks 

HAPPVNEWYEAR! 

IN HONOR OF 

RANGER 
Roy MATSUMaro 

KIMIKO MA'lSUMOTO 
AND FAMILY 

/3ERle..EYll~1S. 

Happy Holidays 
from the Okamura 

family 

Mark, DeAnn, Kalina 

Peace and:Joy 

Pred in ~fioda 

Seiji 

• GLENN M. FUJINAKA, D.D.S. 
PERIODONTICS· ORAL IMPLANTOLOGY 

. 170 Santa Clara Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94610 
Tel: (510) 547-6611 
Fax: (510) 547-6641 
fujiperio@sbcglobal.net 
www.fujinakaperio.com 

2109 Cedar Street 
Berkeley, CA94709 
Tel: 510.883.1893 

www.gregoirerestaurant.com 

4001 B Piedmont Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94611 
Tel: 510.547.3444 

1401 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
Bus.: (510) 526-7036 
Fax : (510) 526-33 11 

JOHN KISTNER 
Agent, Lie. #0830683 

INSUItANC r. 

STATE FARM INSURANC E COMPANIES 
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 

"Uke a good neighbor, State Farm is Iherc~ ~ 

BERKELEY SPORTS 
Athletic Shoe Headquarters 

2254 Bancroft Way 
Berkeley, CA 94704 510-848-3660 

1722 University Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94703 

Sushi Catering 
for farge & small events 

Corporate Lunches, 
Business Meetings, 

Anniversary & Birthday Parties 

work: 510-841-9300 
mobile : 510-447-3896 

email: edoko@att.net 
www.edokoberkeley.com 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Ron, Carol, Roger 

TANAKA 

~,~ 

Berkeley Bowl is an independent, full-service 
supermarket committed to offering a wide 

array of natural and organic foods and a vast 
selection of fresh fruits and vegetables at the 

lowest possible prices. 

Mon-Sat 9-8 & Sun 10-6 
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SHUNICHI 'JAKE' CHISAKI 

Passed away Tuesday, Nov. 8, 
2016, in Union City, CA, at 93 years 
of age. A native of Los Angeles 
County and longtime resident of 
Berkeley. Survived by his daughter, 
Jane Chisaki of EI Cerrito; sons, 
David Chisaki and his wife, Julia, of 
Richmond, CA, Marc Chisaki and his 
wife, Sue Kay, of Walnut Creek, CA, 
Paul Chi saki and his wife, Diane, 
of Fremont, CA, and John Chisaki 
and his wife, Mika, of Hercules, CA.; 
sisters, Haruko "Fran" Hommersand 

of Chapel Hill, NC, Hideko Chisaki of Berkeley, CA, and Kazuko 
Moriyama of Berkeley, CA; brothers, Harumi "Jim" Moriyama of 
Vacaville, CA, and Roy Moriyama of Hercules,CA; granddaughters, 
Keren, Ashley and Erica; grandsons, Kevin, Cameron and Bryan; 
and a host of other kindred. Preceded in death by his wife of 57 
years, Satoe Chisaki, in 2009. With his family, Mr. Chisaki was 
interned during World War II at Poston Camp I, Arizona, but 
within two years of his arrival he joined the U.S. Army and served 
in the Military Intelligence Service; he was later awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal for his service. Along with raising his 
family, Mr. Chisaki worked for the Veterans Association, Albany 
Concrete Products and Pacific Intermountain Express Trucking; 
retired 1985. Member, Christian Layman Church (formerly Berkeley 
Christian Layman Church). Former member JASEB (later known 
as J-SEI), JACL and Boy Scout Troop 26, Berkeley. A memorial 
service was held Dec. 11, 2016, at Sunset View Mortuary in 
EI Cerrito, CA. (510) 525-5111. 

NOBUO IWAMOTO 

SALT LAKE CITY - Nobuo 
Iwamoto passed away in the early 
hours of Nov. 25, 2016, his 66th 
wedding anniversary. He led a life 
of honesty, integrity, hard work, self­
lessness and service. 

Nobuo was born on May 13, 1924, 
in Ogden, Utah. He married Yasuko 
Kato on Nov. 25, 1950. 

He graduated from the University 
of Utah with a BA Degree in 
Business in 1949. 

His military service included World 
War II and the Korean Conflict, 

where he was a first lieutenant and commanding officer - Counter 
Intelligence Unit. Nobuo, along with other Japanese American vet­
erans, was honored in Washington, D.C., with a Congressional Gold 
Medal in 2011. In 2015, at the Utah State Capitol, he received the 
Korean Peace Medal, presented to Utah Veterans by the Ambassador 
for the Republic of Korea. 

Nobuo retired after 34 years of service with the Salt Lake Federal 
Housing Administration, as deputy director. From 1978-88, he served 
as vice president of Western Mortgage Corporation and United 
Savings Bank. 

He served on the National JACL Credit Union Board from 1973-95 
and was chairman of the board from 1981-85. He also served as a 
board member and past president of the Associated Federal Credit 
Union. 

He was a lifelong, active member of the Japanese Church of Christ. 
He is survived by his beloved and devoted wife, Yas; his children, 

Gary (Pam) of Albuquerque, NM, and Jani (Steven Fukumitsu) of 
Salt Lake City; five grandchildren, Matthew (Mai), Traci, Julie (Chris 
Checchio), Nathan and Katie; and great-grandchildren, Ian and Kai 
Iwamoto. 

He was an avid sports fan of the University of Utah and Utah Jazz. 
He enjoyed time spent in the Nisei Bowling League and Happy Time 
Bowlers, and weekly golf outings with friends. He enjoyed international 
travel, especially to Japan and China, as well as travels around the 
country with friends and family. He loved his family most of all. 

707 East Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Ph. 213/626-0441 

Fax 213/617-2781 

Gerald 
Fukui 
President 

KUBOTA NIKKEI 
MORTUARY 

R:flldfl a ~ $ill± 
8 *~.c- £ ~t}]t: };1!t~ ~ -1t1 \\ t: t:\\ 1 ito 

T 213-749-1449 
F 213-749-0265 

911 Venice Blvd. Los Angeles. CA 90015 

www.kubotanlkkelmortuary.com 
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OBITUARIES 

J~r~ 
Jan. 24 

Enomoto, Jerry, 89, Fontana, 
Calif. Enomoto was a two-time 
JACL national president and 1992 
JACL Japanese American of the 
Biennium. He was also a leader 
in the Japanese American redress 
movement and served 28 years 
with California's Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation. 
During that period, he was 
appointed warden of San Quentin 
by Gov. Ronald Reagan. He was 
later tapped to serve as the director 
of the Department of Corrections. 

As a teenager, he was incarcer­
ated at the Tule Lake Segregation 
Center, where he graduated from 
its high school as the valedicto­
rian. After his release, he served 
in the Army. 

Enomoto would later testify at 
the hearings of the Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians in the early 
1980s. President Clinton tapped 
him to become the first Asian 
American U.S. marshal to serve 
as U.S. marshal of the Eastern 
District of California. 

M~T~ 
July 20 

Takai, Mark, 49, Pearl City, 
Hawaii. The U.S. representative 
died nine months after being 
diagnosed with pancreatic can­
cer. In his political career, he 
served in Hawaii's house and 
won re-election nine times 
before being elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 
2014. He also served 17 years 
in the Hawaii Army National 
Guard. 

Takai is survived by his wife, 
Sami; and children, Matthew and 
Kaila. 

VowN~lw 
March 21 

Nakanishi, Don, 66, Los 
Angeles. A graduate of Yale 
University and Harvard University, 
Nakanishi spent 35 years at UCLA, 
where he co-founded Amerasia 
Journal in 1971 and spent 20 year 
serving as director of the UCLA 
Asian American Studies Center. In 
1989, he emerged victorious after 
a three-year battle to win tenure at 
UCLA in 1989. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Dr. Marsha Hirano-Nakanishi; 
and son, Thomas. 

V'v. Pwt T~aJw 
Jan. 25 

Terasaki, Dr. Paul, 86, Los 
Angeles. Terasaki was a 
renowned scientist, activist and 
community leader. He and his 
family were incarcerated for 
three years at Gila River during 
World War II; he later went on to 
become a pioneer in organ trans­
plant methods. 

In 1948, he was accepted to 
the University of California, 
Los Angeles. During his time 
at UCLA, Terasaki earned three 
degrees and received a postdoc­
toral fellowship in London. In 
1969, he established the UCLA 
Tissue Typing Laboratory, where 
he worked until his retirement in 
1999. 

In addition to his work in sci­
ence and medicine, Terasaki 
donated more than $58 million to 
UCLA, and his donations helped 
develop the Terasaki Life Science 
Building and the Paull. Terasaki 
Chair in Surgery at the David 
Geffen School of Medicine at 
UCLA. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Hisako; children, Mark, Keith 
(Cecilia), Taiji (Naoko) and 
Emiko (Daniel) Cook; brother, 
Richard Terasaki; gc: 6. 

J~ MitAuiI BiOOlW 
Oct. 27 

Brown, Janet Mitsui, 69, 
Los Angeles. The Sansei writer 
and illustrator of "Thanks gi ving 
at Obaachan's" and other 
books, including "Journey to 
Health: Living Well From the 
Inside Out" was also a feng 
shui master consultant. 

Brown is survived by her 
husband, Roger Aaron Brown; 
daughter, Tani Mitsui Brown; 
brother, Jeff Takeshi (Kathy) 
Mitsui; and many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives. 

V'll. S~ LUi 
Dec. 2 

Lee, Sammy, 96, Newport 
Beach, Calif. A two-time 
Olympic gold medalist in 
lO-meter platform diving 
and one-time bronze medal­
ist in three-meter springboard 
diving, the Fresno, Calif.­
born Korean American was 
inspired by the 1932 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles when 
his father explained the event 
was a competition among the 
world's greatest athletes. He 
would become the first Asian 
American man to win an 
Olympic gold medal in 1948. 

Lee also served in the Army 
as a physician specializing in 
ear, nose and throat medicine 
and overcame racial discrimi­
nation not only in athletics 
but also in society, defying 
attempts to bar him, despite 
his Olympic status, from buy­
ing a house in Garden Grove 
in Orange County, Calif. He 
was associated with diving at 
the national and international 
levels for the remainder of 
his life. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Roz; children, Pamela and 
Sammy II; gc: 3. 



T~killW' 
April 24 

KoJW, Tommy, 85, Honolulu, Hawaii. A two­
time 91YffiJic gold medalist and an Olympic 
silven.medalist in weightlifting, Kono was oom 
in Sacramento, Calif. He wa; also a three-time 
Mr. Uni ~e in IxxIybuilding. 
D~-wwrr, he and his family were incar­

ceratoo at the Tule Lake Segregation Center. 
In a1dition to his Olympic honocs, he wa; 

the fi~t iIIemaiooai weightlifter to Sff wocld 
records in four separae weigh: classes. 

He is survived ~ his wife, Aorence, three 
children and three graIdchiidren 

JlMep~ A~ 
March 23 

Allman, Joseph, 93, Glendale, Ariz Allman, 
a life member ofJACL, was an ative member 
with the Arizona Chapter of JACL and local. 
Japanese cultural events who also wocked to 
educae the public about Japanese American 
redress. He wa; also a recipiett of the Order of 
the Sacred Treamre, Gold and Silver R¥, by 
Japan's govemmett. 

He wa; predeceased ~ his wife, Ta;hiko, 
<lId is survived ~ his dauglIer, Karen Maeda 
Allm<ll. 

Abe, Setsue 'Sue,' 86, HHo, 
HI, Dec. 2; she is survived by a 
daughter, Alison (Earl) Inouye; 
5 siblings; she is also survived 
by many nieces and nephews; 
gc: 2. 

Amate, Mike Kiyoshi, 89, 
CUlver City, CA, Nov. 26; he is 
survived by his longtime com­
panion, Lynn Yasuda; children, 
Ronald (Karen) Amate and 
stacy (Darren) Hiraoka; he is 
also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives. 

Fujimoto, Marian Yasue, 98, 
Culver City, CA, Nov. 23; she 
Is survived by many nieces and 
nephews. 

Fujimura, Hiromi 'Fuji,' 92, 
Pearl City, HI, Nov. 21; he was a 
member 01 the lOoth Battalion, 
442nd Infantry Regiment; he is 
survived by his children, Roy 
Y. (Kale), Niomi I. ''Omi'' (Deal) 
Adwell, Joan S. "Joni" (Allen) 
Fojas and Terrie T. Florendo; 
siblings, JKsuo Fujimura, Yaeko 
Mikami, Setsuko Tomishima 
and Doreen (Richard) Barreras; 
gc: 11; ggc: 19. 

Fujitaki, Yoshie, 92, Whittier, 
CA, Nov. 8; she is survived by her 
chHdren, Nancy (Blair) Mattris, 
James (Grace) Fujitaki and 
Christine (Nathan) Sugimoto; 
she is also survived by malY 
nieces, nephews and other rela­
tives here and in Japan; gc: 6. 

Hayashi, Stanley Setsuo, 75, 
Downey, CA, Nov. 18; he is 
survived by his wife, Jeanne; 
son, Steven (Charlotte) Hayashi; 
siblings, Elaine Nicholson aid 
Mickey Hayashi; he is also sur­
vived by many nieces, nephews 
aid other relatives. 

Ito, Shizue Vickey, 83, Rancho 
Palos Verdes, CA, Nov. 10; she 
was predeceased by her daugh­
ter, Marcia Rogers; she is sur­
vived by her husband, Louis; 
daughter, Connie (Donnie) 
Shundo; son, Vance (Yumi) tto; 
son-in-law, Scott Rogers; she is 
also survived by other relatives 
here aid in Japan; gc: 5. 

Kano, Ruth, 94, Redondo 
Beach, CA, Dec. 2; she is sur­
vived by her daughter, June 
Kashima, aid her son, Harvey 
Kano. 

Kawaguchi, Katherine Takeko, 
69, Mililani, HI, Nov. 7; she is 
survived by her husbaJd, Ray; 
son, Lance T. (Uy) Kawaguchi; 
brother, Raymond M. (Gladys) 
Tamaribuchi; sister, Sandra H. 

(Elliot) Lee; gc: 5; hanai gc: 

Kataoka, Irene Kazuko, 91 , 
WhKtier, CA, Nov. 23; she is 
survived by her children, Elaine 
Kazuye (Edmund) Brennan, 
Mary Jane (Larry) Gutierrez, 
Karen SUe (Wade) Waldron and 
Mark Kei (Kristine) Kataoka; she 
is also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and oIher relatives; 
gc: 11 ; ggc: 5. 

Kenm otsu, Grace, 69, Foster 
CKy, CA, Dec. 7; she is survived 
by her sons, CUrtis and Derek, 
and daughter-in-law, Emi. 

Kosaka, Suzuko, 92, Sylmar, 
CA, Dec. 9; she is survived by 
her husband, Ryoichi; sons, 
Hirokazu (Kazuko), Masami, 
(Mamie) and Alan (Sandi); 
sister, Mioko Okuda; she is also 
survived by many nieces and 
nephews; gc: 6. 

Kurushima, Jane Masayo, 
76, San Gabriel, CA, Nov. 22; 
she is survived by her siblings, 
May Teruyo Nakahara, Mary 
Shizuyo Muraoka, Grayce 
Sugiyo Ohashi, Ted Susumu 
(Pat) NakctJara and Selma Eiko 
Yoshida; she is also survived by 
several nieces, nephews and 
other relatives. 

Kuwabara, Kazuko, 97, Los 
Angeles, June 20; during WWII, 
she and her family were incar­
cerated at both the Jerome WRA 
camp in AR. aid CalHornia's Tule 
Lake Segregation Center; she 
was predeceased by her hus­
band, Masaaki Kuwabara, and 
son-in-law, Takuo Matsuoka; 
she is survived by her chil­
dren, HKomi Matsuoka, Hajime 
(Tomoko) Kuwabara and Hiroshi 
(Noriyo) Kuwabara; gc: 5. 

Maeda, Sachiko, 97, Happy 
Valley, OR, Nov. 26; during 
WWII, she and her family were 
incarcerated at the WRA camp 
in Minidoka, 0; she was prede­
ceased by her husband, Frank; 
she is survived by her chHdren, 
Frank Maeda Jr., Joanne Hess 
(Dan), Donna Mills (Lon) and 
Dick Maeda (Gay); gc: 5; ggc: 6. 

Miyal, Katsumi, 85, San Diego, 
CA, Nov. 9; he is survived by his 
wHe, Chiyoko; his three children 
and grandchHdren. 

Mizutani, Shizuyo, 92, Los 
Angeles, Dec. 6; she Is sur­
vived by her children, Kiyoko 
(Yoshihisa) Makita and Seiichiro 
Mizutali; she Is also survived 
by malY nieces, nephews and 
other relatives; gc: 3; ggc: 3. 

Murahata, , 
Denver, CO, Nov. 24; she 
is survived by her children, 
Dennis, Richard and SUe, 
as wei as their respective 
spouses; and her sister, 
Kiyoko Omoto. 

Murakami, Yomiko, 106, 
Rosemead, CA, Nov. 
7; she is survived by her 
children, Richard Michio 
(Masako), Eugene Toshio 
(Elaine), Daniel Shigeo 
Murakami; Katherine Hiroko 
(Roy) OIamura; she is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives; 
gc: 9; ggc: 10; gggc 10. 

Nakata, Clifford S., 87, 
Colorado Springs, CO, Nov. 
30; he was incarcerated with 
his family during WWII at 
the Gila River WRA camp in 
AZ.; he was predeceased by 
his son, Eric; he is survived 
by his wife, Gayle; daughter, 
Cara aid son-in-law Richard 
OUrsler; and his twin sister, 
Carolyn. 

Nishibayashi, Frances 
Tsuyuko, 91, Seal Beach, 
CA; she Is survived by her 
chldren, steven (Mary Dee 
Hacker), Glenn (Kathy) 
and Paula (Craig stewart) 
Nishibayashi; gc: 6. 

Nohara, Mary 'Yaeko,' ffl, 
Honolulu, Dec. 3; she Is sur­
vived by her sons, Robert 
(Colette) Kalani, Gary 
(Dawn) Yogi, Alai (Dawn) 
aid Seol Nohara; gc: 3. 

Nuibe, Ellen Eiko, 70, 
Waipahu, HI, Nov. 18; 
she is survived by her 
husband, Wayne; sons, 
Wade (Michele) Nuibe, 
Leighton Nuibe; siblings, 
Lance (Nadine) Shibata, 
Rachel (Cy) Shimanoto, Jin 
(Norman) Barry; gc: 1. 

Okawa, Ronald Takeki, 
94, Granada Hills, CA, Nov. 
5; he was predeceased by 
his first wHe, Afton; second 
wife, Manuela; and third wHe, 
Gloria; he is survived by his 
chHdren, Steve (Sue), Karen 
(David), Diala (Ron) and 
Paul (Hamida); he is also 
survived by several nieces 
aid nephews; gc: 6; ggc; 1. 

Ong-5akata, Madeline, 78, 
Phoenix, AZ., Nov. 23; she 
was predeceased by her 
husband, Leroy; she is sur­
vived by her children, David 
(Alice), Jackeline (Bruce), 
Michelene (William), Lisa 
(Scott), Jolie (Larry) aid W; 
gc: 14. 

CIa, MarikoM., 92, Gresham, 
Ore.; she is survived by her 
husband, Shigeo Frank; chil­
dren, Susan, Donna, Doug 
and Linda; siblings, Momoko 
Kido, Taketo Jim Morinaga, 
Ben Morinaga, George 
Morinaga, Sumire Violet 
Vagi; she is also survived by 
many nieces and nephews. 

Sahara, Joyce Michiko, 74, 
EI Macero, CA, Nov. 27; she 
is survived by her husband, 
Robert; daughter, Jennifer 
SaIlara Dalbec (Tim), gc: 1. 

Sakata, Roy Kazuaki, 73, 
Alhambra, CA, Dec. 4; he is 
survived by his wHe, Keiko; 
children, Rob Sakata and 
Kumiko (Mike) Williams; -

siblings, Kay, James, 
Terry Sakata and SUsan 
T erasawa; gc: 3. 

Sawai, Joann, 73, Honolulu, 
Dec. 1; she is survived by 
her son and daugher-in-law, 
Kevin aid Audrey Fukao; 
daughter, Sandy Kakuno; 
son, William Kakuno; son 
and daughter-in-law, Robert 
and Ana Kakuno; former 
husband, Gary Sawai; and 
siblings Gary and Kathleen 
Suzukawa; gc: 6. 

Shishino, Misuko Ryozaki, 
90, Los Angeles, Nov. 25; 
she is survived by her hus­
band, Hayao; children, 
Kathy (David) Cataldo, Rob 
(Roxie) Shishino and Janet 
(Joe) Okimoto; sister, Tomi 
Hamano; gc: 7. 

Sunahara, June John, 94, 
Sacramento, CA, Dec. 2; he 
is survived by his wife, Tokie; 
children, Russell, Dennis 
(Lynn), Margie (Darrell), 
Michael (Cathy), Cindy 
(Kenny); siblings, Kazuye 
Yasui, Rio (Midori), Ben 
(Ginger) and Seiko Okimura; 
gc: 9; ggc: 7. 

Takahashi, George K., 75, 
Montebello, CA, Nov. 29; 
he is survived by his wife, 
Hideko Takahashi; children, 
Damien Takahashi and 
Denise (Brian) Yamada; 
sister, Helen Theohar; he 
is also survived by many 
nieces, nephews and other 
relatives here aid in Japan; 
gc: 1. 

Takehana, Shizuye, 102, 
Montebello, CA, Nov. 24; 
she is survived by her sons, 
Shigeru (Sunnie-HaI) and 
Ralph Takehana; gc: 3; 
ggc: 6. 

Toda, Tamae, 85, Pasadena, 
CA, Nov. 5; she is survived 
by her husband, Akira; two 
sisters; a sister-in-law; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Tsujimoto, Dennis Kazuo, 
78, Brea, CA, Dec. 7; he 
survived by his wife, Shoko; 
daughters, WendyTsujimolo, 
Lynn Tsujimoto, Laura (Jetf) 
Wiederkehr; siblings, stuart 
(Fralces) Tsujimolo, May 
(Walter) Kitagawa, Nancy 
(Ed) Yamauchi, Joyce 
(Ted) Kesterson and Judy 
(Jackson) Aoki; he is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives; 
gc: 2. 

Uyeda, Lilly Yuriko, 105, 
Seattle, WA, Nov. 17; she 
and her family were incar­
cerated at the WRA camp in 
Minidoka, ID; she was pre­
deceased by her husband, 
Tadao; she is survived by 
her children, Grace, JoAnn 
Yamamolo (Bob), BrYal, 
Deane (Barbara) and Evie 
Hall (Pet); siblings, May 
Otani (Akira), Toshio Funai 
(Yaeko); sisters-in-law 
"Fuzzy" (George) Funai and 
Lena (Frank) Fun<i; she is 
also survived by many niec­
es and nephews; gc: 4; ggc: 
4. 

Woolford, Keo, 49, 
Honolulu, Nov. 28; "Hawaii 
Five-O" actor and direc­
tor of the 2013 movie ''The 
Haumana"; he is survived by 
his father; and 2 siblings. • 
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IA.lameda Chap e aya e 
Arizona Chapter Donna Cheung 
Berkeley Chapter Valerie Yasukochi 
Berkeley Chapter Jim Duff 
Berkeley Chapter Beth Uno 
Boise Valley Chapter Dean Hayashida 
Chicago Chapter Ron Yoshino 
Cincinnati Chapter Kazuya Sato 
Clovis Chapter Gene Shimizu 
Contra Costa Chapter Mary Ann Furuichi 
Contra Costa Chapter Chris Yamashiro 
Dayton Chapter Ron Katsuyama 
Detroit Chapter Mary Kamidoi 
Eden Township Chapter Ron Sakaue 
Florin Chapter Howard Shimada 
Fresno Chapter Charlene Kiyuna 
Greater LA Chapter Janet Okubo 
Greater LA Chapter Miyako Kadogawa 
daho Falls Chapter Jonathan Ochi 

ile High Chapter Mary Ann Amemiya 
" Monterey Peninsula Chapter Aiko Matsuyama 

Mount Olympus Chapter Gary Okamoto 
New England Chapter Margie Yamamoto 
Olympia Chapter Bob Nakamura 
Omaha Chapter Jackie Shindo 
Pocatello-Blackfoot Chapter Karl Endo 
Portland Chapter Chip Larouche 
Portland Chapte Setsy Larouche 

*_Tv-_Pu~¥,allup, ne~ ~l!aptet .. si e:11ani 
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Reno 
Riverside Chapter Jennifer Okabayashi 
Salinas Valley Chapter Shari Higashi 
Salt Lake City Chapter Sherrie Hayashi 
San Diego Chapter Michael Kurima 
San Fernando Valley Chapter Marcia Mahony 
San Fernando Valley Chapter Nancy Gohata 
San Fernando Valley Chapter Marion Shigekuni 

Fernando Valley Chapter Mitzi Kushida 
.J., ..... ,t!', Fernando Valley Chapter Barbara Okita 

Francisco Chapter Haruka Roudebush 
San Francisco Chapter Nikki Hikari 
San Jose Chapter Tom Oshidari 
Santa Barbara Chapter Wade Nomura 
Seattle Chapter Paul Tashima 
Sequoia Chapter Mike Kaku 
Silicon Valley Chapter Mark Kobayashi 
Snake River Valley Chapter Janet Komoto 
Sonoma County Chapter Marie Sugiyama 
St. Louis Chapter Steve Mitori 
Stockton Chapter Aeko Yoshikawa 
Twin Cities Chapter Gloria Kumagai 
Venice - West Los Angeles Chapter John Saito, Jr. 
Ventura County Chapter Joanne Nakano 
Ventura County Chapter Ken Nakano 
Wasatch Front North Chapter Larry Grant 
Washington DC Chapter John Tobe 

:,or Wisconsin 
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aarpfou n dati on .org/taxai d e 

We are looking for compassionate and friendly individuals 

to join our volunteer team this upcoming tax season. We'll 

provide the training and support to help you learn new skills, 

and you'll get a great feeling from helping someone else. 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide provides free tax-filing help to 

those who need it most. 

Join our team today! 

Apply at aarpfoundation.org/taxaide or 

call 1-888-AARP-NOW (1-888-227-7669) 

-.AARP Foundatiori 

For more than 87 years, the Pacific Citizen 
newspaper has been a trusted news source for 
JACL and Asian American news. 

Don't miss out. Subscribe now. 

PACIFIC 
©ITffi]z£rn~ www.pacificcitizen.org 
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