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NewsBytes 
Oregon Sen, Jeff Merkley Announces 

Introduction of the No Internment 
Camps Act Legislation 

WASIllNGfON, D.C. -

Oregon &n. leff11erldey 

announced on Oct. 10 the 

introd uction of the No 

Internment Camps Act, 

legislation to prevent the 

Trump adminLstrnion from 

forcing families fleeing persecution abroad into 

internment camps while they await their asylum 

hearings. 

Since the summer, the Trump administration 

has aggressively pursued the strategy of forcing 

such families to wait in internment camps for 

their asylum hearings. In recent weeks, Trump 

officials have doubled down on this strategy, 

proposing a new regulation that would allow 

children to be detained indefinitely alongside 

their parents. The average wait for an asylum 

hearing is currently two years. 

"Intemmentcamps have no place in the United 

States of America, " said Merkley. ''We made 

this mistake during World War II, and to this 

day it remains one of the darkest stains upon 

our nation. We cannot allow ourselves to re­

peat this moral catastrophe. Congress needs to 

prevent this crnel and inhumane strategy from 

going forward - and I will do everything in 

my power to stop it." 

The No Internment Camps Act would ensure 

that no federal dollars are used for the operation 

or construction of family detention facilities and 

create a one-year phase out of currently operat­

ing family detention centers. 

Among those endorsing the No Internment 

Camps Act is theJACL, Human Rights Watch, 

Asian Americans Advancin g Justice, Anti-Def­

amation League, the Leadership Conferenceon 

Civil and Human Rights and Karen Korematsu 

of the Fed T. Korematsu Institute. 

"After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, war 

hysteria and xenophobia won over what obviously 

was mor.:t1ly and constitutionally wrong when 

in 1942 President Roosevelt signed Executive 

Order 9066, which put families and individuals 

like my father, Fred Korematsu, into American 

incarceration camps," said Karen Korematsu. 

"It is horrifying that our country is repeat­

ing those immoral acts and, as before, we are 

ripping children from their parents and guardians. 

The No Internment CampsAct seeks to remedy 

our past and current wrongs so hopefully we 

will Stop Repeating History. " 

Official: Move of Japan Fish Markef 
Could Have Been Beffer 

TOKYO - A top malketofficialacknowledged 

Oct 23 that the recent move of Japan's main fish 

market from Tsukiji to asite found contaminated 

by arsenic could have been better handled. 

"I can't say that discussions were sufficient," 

Hiroyasu Ito, chairman of the Toyosu 1-hrket 

Assn., told reporters. 

A few businesses are staying in Tsukiji, selling 

their products in the morning, even as disman­

tling work starts around them. But nearly all of 

the 500-plus wholesalers and other businesses 

have now shifted to Toyosu. 

The move was delayed for two years after 

contamination, including arsenic, was found in 

the groundwater and soil at Toyosu, the fonner 

siteofa gas phnt ButTokyo'scity hall finalized 

the move earlier this year, dechring Toyosu safe. 

''We are not goin g to be drinkin g the ground­

water. Weare not going to bewashing the fish in 

the groundwater," Ito said. "Safety has already 

been declared." 

Ito said various proposals had been considered 

overthe years to see if the Tsukiji facility could 

have been modernized, but were rejected. Some 

wholesalers and wolkers have expressed worries 

the new location will tarnish the image of the 

famous fish market. 

Tsukiji, which opened 83 years ago, was a 

popular destination for tourists, including its 

cluster of quaint sushi restaurants and stores 

selling seaweed and green-tea ice cream. 

The main market's final business day was 

Oct. 6. 

Toyosu, which looks more like a modern 

warehouse, opened last week with the tradi-

tional predawn tuna auction accompanied by 

the rhythmical shouts of auctioneers. 

Tsukiji is being turned into a parking lot for 

the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. What will be built 

afterward is still being studied, according to 

city hall. 

The more than 400 kinds of seafood sold at the 

market come from all over Japan and abroad. 

The market serves top restaurants as well as 

everyday supermarkets. 

Rieko Suzuki, a part-time worker at a Tokyo 

advertising company who used to shop atTsukiji, 

thinks some consumers remain skeptical. 

''I don't really wanttoeatcontaminated food," 

she said. "A market that needs to open with a 

safety declaration is a bit strange." 

SURVEY: Big Island Farmers Lost 
$2BM Because of Kilauea 

HILa, HAWAII - A survey of Big Island 

farmers has found that they suffered nearly 

$28 million in damages because of the months­

long eruption earlier this year of the Kilauea 

volcano, the Hawaii Tribune Herald reported. 

The survey of 46 farmers by University of 

Hawaii's College of Tropical Agriculture and 

Human Resources found they collectively lost 

an estimated $27.9 million in destroyed property, 

the newspaper reported. 

Of the total damages reported, nearly two­

thirds - $17 million - was damage to crops, 

while destroyed land, buildings and inventory 

accounted for $4.1 million, $3.3 million and 

$3 million in losses, respectively, the Herald 

Tribune reported. 

The survey also found that $13.3 million of 

the reported damages were from the floricul­

ture industry, with another $6.5 million from 

the papaya industry and $2.5 million from the 

macadamia nut industry. 

The Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Assn., 

which requested the University conduct the 

survey, advised that the data from the survey 

is not all-inclusive but provides a snapshot of 

how devastating the eruption was forthe ishnd's 

agricultural industries. 

- P.C. Staff and Associated Press 

The Pacific Citizen's mission is to "educate on the past Japanese American experience 

and to preserve, promote and help the current and future AAPI communities." 

JACL member? IS'] !ill 0 $50 0 $100 0 $150 0 $200 O other __ 

Name """"""".""".""".""".""".""""""""""".""".""""""".""""""""""""""."" 

Address """""""."""""""."""."""".""""""""""."""."""."""""""""""."""""" 

City "."""."""."""""""""""."""."""."""."""""""""""."""""""""""."""."""."" 

State "."""""""."""."""""""""""."""." Zip """"".""""""".""""""".""".""". 

Phone ."""."""""".".""".""".""".""""""".""""""".""".""".""""."""."""."""" 

Email ".""".""""""""""".""".""" .. """.""".""""""".""""""".""""""".""" .. """. 

Pacific Citizen Newspaper 
123 Ellison S. Onizuka St. #313 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 620-1767 

www.PacificCitizen.Org 

8 n ll'~~~ 
~ CITIZEN 

~[pwD [ill rn 
CAMPAIGN 

PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

HOW TO REACH US 
Email: pc@pacificcilizen.org 
Online: www.pacifiooilizen.org 
Tej : (213)620-1767 

Mail: 123 Ellison S. Onizuka SI., Suile 313 
Los Angeles, CA90012 

STAFF 
Execulive Edilor 
AJlison HcHfToto 

Senior Edilor 
Digilal & Social Media 
George Johnston 

Business Manager 
Susm Yokoyama 

Prodoolion Artisl 
Marie ScrnJ nte 

Circulalion 
Eva Ting 

The Pacific Citizen new spaper 
(lSSN 0030-8579) is pJblished 
semi-mmthly (except m ce in 
DeC€mber and January) by the 
Japanese American O tizoos 
LoogJ e. Pacific Citizen, 123 Ellism 
S Ol izuka St . Sui te 313 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Peri cd cal proage paid at L.A , CA 
POSTMASTER: Send aooress 
changes to Natimal JAQ, 1765 
Sutter SI, San Francisoo, CA 94115 

JACL President: Jeffrey Moy 
Executive Director: David Ineue 

RC. EDITORIAL BOARD 
Gil Asakawa, mairpe..-SCfl , Jooy 
Mita i, MDC: Marcia Chung, 
CCDC: Jim Duff, NCIANPDC: 
Chip Lareume, PNVvOC: Kayla 
Watanabe, IDC: Jct ln Sai to Jr . 
PSv\oC: Juli Yosninag3., Yeuth Rep 

SUBSCRIBE 
Get a me-year subscri j1: ion ct the 
Pacific Citizen newspaper at 
wwwpadficeitize!lag a call 
(213) 620-1767 

ADVERTISE 
To advert ioo in the Pacific Citizen, 
call (213) 620-1767 a e-mail pc@ 

paci fi cei li zoo. org 

LEGAL 
No part ct this pJlj icati m may be 

rep""cdJ CBd witheut ltle exjXess 
perm ission of the Pacific Citizen. 

Editaials, letters, news and ltle 
opnions eX jXessed by cd umnists 
oltler than the nalimal JAQ 
presidoot or natimal d recta cb 

net necessaril y reflect JAQ pj icy 
Evoots and prooucts advertiood in 
the PC. cb not carry ltle im p idt 
enmsem ent d ltle JAQ or ltlis 
pulj ication We reserve ltle ri!11t to 
edt arbdes. © 21]18 

Peri cdcals paid at Los Angeles, 
Cali f and mailing ctfioo 

""",h-JACL MEMBERS 
Change of Address 

II you've moved, 

please send new 

inlcrmalion 10: 

National JACL 

1765 Sutter St. 

San Francisco, 

CA94115 

(4151 921-5225 

ext. 26 

Allow 6 weeks lor 

changes. 

~c , ""~, interruplims 

in delivery, 

please notily your 

include 

YOU' 
ot address 

Form 3575) 



PACIFIC. CITIZEN COMMENTARY 

NIKKEI VOICE 

IT FEELS LIKE ASIANS HAVE HIT 
THE POP CULTURE TIPPING POINT 

By Gil Asakawa 

I 
could be mistaken, but it feels like Asian 

Americans have finally taken off the 

"invisibility cloak" that kept us out of 

the spotlight across the spectrum of American 

popular culture. We can thank the hit rom­

com "Crazy Rich Asians," which opened in 

August and has so far brought in more than 

$230 million worldwide, $172 million in the 

U. S., to establish the credibility of Asians in 

Hollywood. 

If you haven't seen the movie yet, you should 

It's not a universal Asian American story - it's 

about ultrawealthy Chinese in Singapore and 

the Chinese American woman from New Yark 

who goes to attend a wedding in Singapore 

with her boyfriend, who she learns is part of 

that crazy rich elite. But it's worth seeing if 

you're Asian American of any background 

because its success is already opening doors 

for future projects that can tell more of our 

untold tales. 

"eRA" is the first major studio feature movie 

since 1993's "The Joy Luck Club" to have a 

mostly-Asian cast And like the pioneering film, 

which was directed by Wayne Wang, "CRA" 

was directed by an Asian American, John 

Chu. Both movies are based on best-selling 

books, by Amy Tan for "Joy Luck" and Kevin 

Kwanfor "CRA." Kwan's book was the first in 

a trilogy, and his second novel has reportedly 

been green-lighted for a sequel. 

The film has been criticized for its focus on 

the Chinese Singaporean population, and it's 

certainly true that of the large South Asian 

commllllity in Singapore, only a few South 

Asians are onscreen and only as servants or 

security guards. South Asians have a right to 

feel like 1 did after watching Michael Bay's 

"Pearl Harbor" and wondered, "Where the 

hell are the Asians? Prewar Hawaii wasn't 

just haolesl" 

But for me, the movie shows a side of 

Singapore that is fabulously beautiful and 

privileged and foreign to the likes of me. 

I accept it as a story about a specific group -

one that I'll never be part of. 

I've seen the movie twice and am proud 

to have contributed to "CRA's" boxoffice 

success. 1 '11 buy the disc right away when it's 

released, too. 

Because of "CRA's" success, a sequel is 

already being negotiated. And the sequel 

won't be the only new projectfeaturing AAPI 

actors and AAPI stories. It's now proven that 

Hollywood can produce a film starring all 

Asian faces and have a mix of people - but 

most especially Asians - come out to see it. 

News media reported how this movie brought 

out curious Asian immigrants who had never 

seen an American film before and how Asian 

Americans went to see it with their families 

and friends (we took my in-laws). 

lt will take a couple of years before we 

begin to see the blooms from the seeds down 

by "CRA." But even now, there's a feeling in 

the air that we're finally being noticed - and 

included. Here's a rlllldown in no particular 

order of some TV shows and movies that have 

showcased the talents of Asian Americans 

and Pacific Islanders in front of the camera. 

(Behind-the-camera AAPI talent is a whole 

other storyl) 

• "Kim's Convenience" is a wonderful sitcom 

from Canadian Broadcasting Corp., about 

a Korean Canadian family that runs a 

convenience store in Toronto. It's a hoot 

because it tackles heavy subjects from 

racism and stereotypes to fractured family 

relationships and assimilation in a clever, 

hilarious way. Its first two seasons, which 

are available on Netflix, are definitely binge­

worthyl 

• "Ocean's 8," the latest take of the franchise 

featuring con men and women getting away 

with clever and outrageous nonviolent crimes, 

is the womenomics version of the series of 

movies. And this one co-stars both Mindy 

Kaling and Awkwafina, one of the funnier 

stars of "CRA," in fwmy and smart roles. 

·John Cho, the actor who's been in support 

roles from "Harold & Kumar Go to White 

Castle" to the "Star Trek" films, was 

the subject of a terrific hashtag meme, 

"#StarringJohnCho," where his face was 

edited over famous white men's roles in 

REIMAGINE EVERYTHING 

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT 
HOW YOUR CAR FITS YOU? 

By Ron Mori 

L
ike shoes or jeans, cars are not 

guaranteed to fitforever. As we age and 

change, chances are that the vehicles 

we drive will require some adjustments to stay 

comfortable for us and at their peak of safety. 

Our height, girth, flexibility and vision are 

all subject to fluctuations as the years pass, and 

lots of us don't realize that each of these can 

affect how well our cars fit us. l"vIirrorpositions 

that once gave us the maximwn rear and side 

views might need realigning, for example, or 

we might be crowding the steering wheel or 

reaching too far for the pedals. 

Fortunately, we can tum to a free commrnrity 

educational program called "CarFit," which 

offers older adults the opportunity to check how 

well their personal vehicles fit them. Created 

in 2006 by AARP, the American Automobile 

Assn, and the American Occupational Therapy 

Assn., CarFitpromotes continued safe driving 

and mobility among older drivers. 

At local events all over the country, CarFit 

technicians will check out your vehicle to gauge 

how well its features mesh with your maximum 

safety. They will also make recommendations 

about adjustments, but they always leave up 

to the driver which ones to make. 

In addition, they'll suggest proper mirror 

alignments to minimize blind spots, especially 

important for lane changes. They will check 

for good foot positioning on the gas and brake 

pedals because if a driver is reaching with his 

or her toes to press on the pedals, it can cause 

leg fatigue and slow reaction times. And they 

will see how close you are sitting to the steering 

wheel - anything closer than 10 inches puts 

the driver at risk of serious injury. 

A complete CarFit examination takes about 

30 minutes. Individuals wishing to take part 

in a CarFit Checkup can visit www.car-fit.orgl 

carjitlRegisterCarFit to look at the calendar 

of upcoming events. If there are no events 

listed near you, please check back to this site 

for new postings. 

The CarFit program was pilot-tested in 10 

cities in the spring of 2005 with more than 

300 older drivers. Based on findings from 

the CarFit checklists completed at the events, 

along with follow-up surveys of participants, 

the program is highly effective on multiple 

fronts. Some of the results show: 

• One-third of drivers had at least one critical 

safety issue that needed to be addressed. 

·One in 10 were seated too close to the 

steering wheel. 

• Approximately 20 percent did not have a 

line of sight at least three inches over the 

steering wheel. 

In addition, the majority of those responding 

to the survey indicated that as a result of taking 

part in the CarFit event, they made a change 

to improve the fit of their vehicles, their use 

of safety features in their vehicles and their 

willingness to discuss their dn ving with family 

or health care providers. 

Older drivers are often the safest drivers on 

the road, according to the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Adininistration. They are more 

likely to wear their seatbelts, and they're less 

likely to speed or drink and drive. They are, 

however, more likely to be killed or seriously 
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Warner Bros. Pictures' "Crazy Rich 
Asians" is the first major studio 
feature to star an all-Asian cast since 

1993's "The Joy Luck Club." 

movie posters. This year, he was finally 

the lead of the cyber-thriller "Searching." 

• For years, Sandra Oh was one of the shining 

lights for AAPls on the small screen, having 

appeared in several seasons of ABC's "Grey's 

Anatomy." 1 stopped watching the series after 

she left This year, she hit the jackpot with a 

perfect role in the BBC series "Killing Eve," 

as an American intelligence officer working 

in England who starts to track a woman 

serial killer. She was so good that she was 

nominated for an Emmy as lead actress, a 

first for an Asian American woman. She 

didn't win, but she deserved to. 

» See POINT on page 8 

injured if they are in a crash because of their 

greater physical fragility. 

Driver safety programs improve adult driver 

safety by addressing cognitive abilities and 

skills. Cars, traffic rules and road conditions 

might well have changed since we first got our 

licenses, so such programs are an excellentidea. 

But older drivers can also improve their safety 

and the safety of others by ensuring their cars 

are properly adjusted for them. 

A little custom tailoring can make your car 

a better fit and help to make sure you have 

safe travels. 

For additional information, contact 

info@car-jit.org. 

RonMori is a member of the Washington} 

D.C., JACL chapter and manager of 

community} states and national affairs -

multicultural leadership for AARP. 

CARFiT (i) --_ .... , ... .- ... 
_ ...... _" ........ 

=~..::------ .. -.----
www.car-fit.org 
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YOUTH PERSPECTIVE 
, 

COMMUNITY, COLLABORATION AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL 

By Tomi Eijima 

W
hy would Japanese Americans 

be punished for something they 

coukln't control? What was life 

in "camp" like for them? What foods and 

flowem did they grow? How did they maintain 

traditions? How did they find hope in such 

unsure times? 

I was raised to know this history and to seek 

justice and kindness. Recently, I participated 

in the University of Denver (DU)-sponsored 

archaeological dig at the Granada Relocation 

Center in Colorado, my grandfather's former 

concentration camp. I was able to explore 

these questions with my chssmates, some of 

whom were unaware of the mass incarceration 

of American citizens during World War II. 

We spent five weeks doing field survey, 

performing ground penetrating radar and 

digging for artifacts and other of ~idence of 

life. Cbjects were geographically tagged using 

satellite technology. 

We also cleaned, identified and cataloged 

artifacts. In addition, we interviewed survi­

vors for context as well as clues to structures 

and life. We had evening discussions on the 

history of Granada, also known as Amache; 

camp terminology; community engagement; 

garden archaeology; and its potential future 

as a National Historical Parl,- The hands-on 

instruction wasaccessibleand relevant, and our 

research will lead to schohrly interpretation 

and dissemination. 

I explored American history - my 

family's history - in a tangible, perhaps 

once-in-a-lifetimeway. To enhance my class­

mates' understanding, I talked about my 

lived experience as a Japanese American and 

Amache descendant 

~ goal wastoprovidespacefordiscernment 

and community building. I lived with and 

learned from my fellow diggem - people from 

all walks of life - from across the country 

and around the globe. My heritage influenced 

the study of my grandfather's wartime home, 

and this research reinforced my commitment 

to the goal of justice foral!. 

EachstudentoftheDU AmacheField &hool 

Project was asked to develop an outreach pro­

ject Although many children visitthemuseum 

with their families, theAmacheMuseum lacked 

an interactive activity targeting this age group. 

I found it difficult to portray this dark part 

of our history to a younger audience. I wanted 

children to understand the obstacles faced by 

the incarcerees, but also the ways in which 

they made the best of their situations. 

TherefOre, I designed a booklet with Amache­

rehted activities, including acrossword puzzle, 

word search, comic strip, origami directrins and 

an imageof an empty barrack with suggestious 

to beautify the structure, such as internees 

did with their barrack gardens during their 

incarceration. 

Children's concepts were also taken on by 

undergraduate students Kimberly Campuzano 

of Adelphi University and 1-hghan Monnig 

of the University of Missouri. Kimberly led 

origami-folding, while 1-hghan prepared a 

scavenger hunt We gathered our rough drafts 

and contributed feedback. 

I taught Kimberly how to fold a crane, and 

I also suggested that 1fughan include a 

section on camp sports. She encouraged me 

to include a picture of a child at Amache on 

my booklet cover. Better results came about 

through colhboration. 

In the near future, I would like to ask Anita 

:Miyamoto Millerand Car­

lene Tanigoshi Tinkeraoout 

their experiences growing 

up at Amache. Anita's fa­

mily lived in Cortez, Calif., 

before the war, while the 

Tanigoshi family hailed 

from Los Angeles. 

Charlene Tanigoshi Tinker (Jeft) and 

Anita Miyamoto Miller screen for arti­

facts at Amacheduring summer 2014. 

Both women were toddlers during the 

incarceration. 

Cover art for the "Am ache 

Activities for Kids" booklet 

by Tomi EiJima. Artwork by 

Kumiko Homma Hasegawa, 

age8, Amachecirca 1943. The 

imageison loan totheAmache 

Museum by Mitch Homma. 

Thetwo have been volun­

teering at the site fOreach of 

the six digs that have taken 

phce every other summer 

since 2008. I would also 

ask about their thoughts 

about Executive Order 

9066, once they became 

aware of it, and how their 

perspectives might have 

changed over the years. 

Their insight can inspire 

Former Amache residents and descendants gath­
ered with members ofthe University of Denver's 

Amache field crew to share stories and food at 

the Granada Community Center on July 6, 2018. 

ideas to further enlighten young people on 

the realities of this period. 

During a museum session, I showed Anne 

Amati, a museum registrar with the university, 

how to make an origami crane. I noted that 

this was something I did while attending a 

Japantown after-school program. Growing up 

around other Japanese Americans allowed me 

to easily inherit such traditions. Anthropologists 

call this "intangible cultural heritage." 

Living expressions such as these provide 

communities asense of identity and continuity. 

Going to Amacheprovided the setting forme 

to pass these customs and values on to others. 

Seeing Anne's happiness upon successful­

ly completing her crane was unexpectedly 

rewarding. As small as this may be, it helps 

build a kindred society. 

When the History Colorado group came to 

hear about our research, each survey group 

gave a tour of their block. I gave a short intro­

duction to my focus block, 9E I exphined the 

effects that the block's topography had on 

the prisoners' privacy, and the reason for the 

hck of barrack foundation remaining today. 

I also engaged local residents, showing our 

excavation findings and archaeology techni­

ques. Increased awareness may translate into 

expanded involvement. In addition, these 

guests might be more vested in the future of 

this National Historic Landmark. 

As the program neared its completion, 

Amacheans and their families congregated 

to walk the grounds and observe our work, 

» See COMMUNITY on page 8 

(From Jeft) Ikuko "Cookie" Takano 

Takeshita, Ken KitaJima and Mas 

Takano returned to their wartime 

home in Amache, Granada, Colo., 

on July 6 ofthis year. 

""".~ 
,! .. , '!, T 

Children play 

with marbles 

attheGranada 

Bristol Days 

on June 15, 

2018. Playing 

with marbles 

was popular at 

Amacheduring 

World War II. 

The University of Denver Amache field crew in front of the recreation hall 

of Block 11F in July 2018. This structure was returned to its original site in 

Amache in May after serving for 72 years as a utility building in the nearby 

town of Granada, Colo. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE JAPANESE 
AMERICAN 

CONFINEMENT SITES 

CONSORTIUM 

The Japanese American Confinement 

Sites Consortium is comprised of or­

ganizations committed to collectively 

preserving, protecting and interpreting the 

history of the World War II experiences 

of Japanese Americans and elevating the 

related social justice lessons that inform 

current issues today. Members include the 

10 War Relocation Authority confinement 

sites, as well as historical organizations, 

endowments, musewns, commissions and 

educational institutes. 

AUGUST 2015, POWELL, WYO. 
Fllllded by a Japanese American Con­

finement Sites grant from the National 

Park Service, the JACSC first met at Heart 

Mountain Interpretive Center in 2015. The 

Heart Mountain Wyoming FOlllldation, 

which had applied for the grant, served 

as the organizer of the meeting. 

MAY 2016, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The JACSC met again in D.C. to build 

consensus on activity, establish major 

stakeholders, conduct East Coast outreach 

and set priorities and goals. This meeting 

established the framework and mission 

for the group, while also expanding its 

participants. 

FISCAL YEAR 2017 

The Heart Mountain Wyoming Foun­

dation applied for and received a second 

National Park Service grant to continue the 

JACSC. Brian Liesinger, former executive 

director of the HMWF, was hired as the 

coordinator for the JACSC project. 

FEBRUARY 2018, LOS ANGELES, CALlF. 
The JACSC's major stakeholders signed 

a memorandwn of llllderstanding to estab­

lish an administrative council. Through 

the MOU, the council pledged ongoing 

guidance, funds and in-kind resources. 

MARCH 2018 
President Donald Trump 's proposed 

budget defunded the JACS grant program. 

The JACSC launched a grassroots advo­

cacy campaign to encourage legislators to 

protect the program. The effort paid off, 

and fllllding was preserved. 

OCTOBER 2018, LOS ANGELES, CALlF. 
The JACSC met at the Japanese Ameri­

can National Museum in little Tokyo. The 

National Japanese American Memorial 

Foundation joined the administrative 

cOllllcil. The group plaIllledmore strategic 

outreach and commllllication, as well as 

refining advocacy goals and its overall 

mISSIon. 

For more information about the 

JACSC} contact Brian Liesinger at bri­

an@jacsc.org.For more information 

about NPS JACS grants, visit https.-/I 

www.nps.govljacsl. 

- Brian Liesinger}JACSC coordinaior 
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JAPANESE AMERICAN CONFINEMENT SITES 

CONSORTIUM CONVENES AT JANM IN L.A. 
Representatives from 18 different organizations - including JACL - meet 

to identify goals and needs that can advance the consortium's mission of 

education, preservation and social justice. 

On Oct. 21 in the JANM boardroom, five stakeholders signed a memoran­

dum of understanding agreeing to serve as an administrative council for 
the JACSC. Pictured (front row, from left) are JACL Executive Director David 
Inoue, Friends of Minidoka Chair Alan Momohara, HMWF Chair Shirley Ann 

Higuchi, JANM PresidentICEO Ann Burroughs, NJAMF Chair Larry ada and 
(back row, from left) Friends of Minidoka Executive Director Mia Russell, 
Heart Mountain Interpretive Center Executive Director Dakota Russell, HMWF 

Vice Chair Doug Nelson and NJAMF Vice Chair John Tobe. 

By Julie Abo, 

Heart Mountain Interpretive Center 

T
he Japanese American National Museum 

hosted on Oct. 20 and 21 the fourth 

meeting of museums, historic sites, 

volllllteer groups and advocacy organizations 

from across the nation whose focus is the Japa­

nese American incarceration experience. This 

group, the Japanese American Confinement 

Sites Consortiwn, is devoted to collectively 

preserving, protecting and interpreting the 

World War II experiences of Japanese Ameri­

cans and elevating related social justice lessons 

that inform current issues. 

The JACSC first convened in 2015 and have 

since identified goals that include advocating 

for the Japanese American Confinement Sites, 

a federal program that has helped fund nearly 

two hundred projects nationwide that have shed 

light on the Japanese American experience. In 

addition, the JACSC defends against threats 

to historic sites, facilitates collaboration and 

resource-sharing among stakeholder organi­

zations, as well as aims to assist in growing 

the capacity of all members. 

JANM President and CEO Ann Burroughs 

welcomed participants on Saturday morning 

by emphasizing that "collaboration is key," a 

theme that rang true throughout the two-day 

meeting. Consortiwn Coordinator Brian Lie­

singer observed that the JACSC has created a 

commrnrity where members can connect and 

support one another despite the often great 

geographic distances between them. 

More than 50 participants attended the 

meeting, representing 18 different organiza­

tions, including nine of the 10 War Relocati­

on Authority confinement sites, JANM, the 

National Park Service, the Japanese Cultural 

Center of Hawaii, the TlUla Canyon Detention 

Station Coalition, Densho, the Oregon Nikkei 

Endowment, the Japanese American Service 

Committee, the Japanese American Gtizens 

League, the National Japanese American 

Memorial FOlllldation, the Historical Musewn 

at Fort Missoula, 50 Objects/Stories of the 

American Japanese Incarceration and the 

American Baptist Historical Society. 

These groups reported on their current 

proj ects and identified goals and needs of 

which the JACSC can help. Attendees also 

collaborated on issues such as fundraising, 

information sharing and advocacy. 

In addition, two graduate students, Helen 

Yoshida from California State University, 

Fullerton, and Koji Lau-Ozawa from Stanford 

University, presented their educational research 

to the attendees present. Yoshida described her 

ongoing oral history project documenting the 

WWII Department of Justice camps, a subject 

that has been little researched. Lau-Ozawa 

presented on his archaeological findings at the 

former Gila River Camp in Arizona. 

On Saturday evening, JANM and the JACSC 

hosted a free public screening of "Voices Be­

hind Barbed Wire: Stories of O'ahu," which 

features personal stories about the incarceration 

experience in Hawaii. 

The film, produced by the Japanese Cultural 

Center of Hawaii, presents a newly emerging 

history that is making great waves in the 

historical commllllity in Hawaii and, through 

screenings like this one, the mainland United 

States. 

The film was partially funded by a National 

Park Service JACS grant and coincides with 

the 150th anni versary of the arri val of the 

gannenmono, the first Japanese immigrants 

to Hawaii. It is part of a planned four-part 

series on Hawaii's confinement sites, with 

each part focusing on the internment history 

of a different island: Oahu, Maui, Kauai and 

Carole Hayashino of the Japanese 

Cultural Center of Hawaii introduces 
the film "Voices Behind Barbed Wire 
- Stories of O·ahu.·· 

Hawaii Island. The films are being widely 

distributed to schools throughout Hawaii to 

deepen local history education. 

After the film, Frances Hikido, an audience 

member, commented, "I grew up in Hawaii, 

and we didn't know about this. I would like 

to know more." 

Sunday's events began with the signing of 

a Memorandum of Understanding between 

the five major stakeholders in the JACSC who 

have agreed to form an administrative cOllllcil. 

JANM, the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foun­

dation, the Friends of Minidoka and the JACL 

welcomed a new stakeholder, the National 

Japanese American Memorial FOlllldation, 

to the cOllllcil. As the administrative coun­

cil, the five organizations will provide both 

direction and fllllding to sustain the consor­

tium beyond the lifetime of the JACS grants. 

Larry Oda, chair of the National Japanese 

American Memorial FOlllldation, who was 

bom in the Crystal aty Department of Justice 

Camp in Texas, expressed optimism. 

"It seems to me there is a willingness to col­

laborate and advance our mission," Oda said. 

"It is heartening to see so many organizations 

coming together. Each individual group can 

keep their identity, but we can act together 

and be a larger voice." 

Members of the JACSC will be visiting their 

legislators in Washington, DC., in February, 

to educate and inform Congress about the 

Japanese American WWII incarceration. Key 

issues at stake are JACS grant funding and 

other vital preservation causes. 

In preparation for these visits, JACL Exe­

cutive Director David Inoue and Floyd Mori, 

past president of the Asian Pacific American 

Institute for Congressional Studies and former 

executive director ci the JACL, led attendees in 

a discussion of what to expect on these visits. 

Inoue provided tools on how to conduct an 

effective legislative visit, and Mori highlighted 

the importance ci building lasting relationships 

with community and federal leadership. 

Mori, a self -proclaimed "Mormon country 

» See CONSORTIUM on page 9 
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The writer-curator offers insight into JACL Philadelphia's co-presentation of a new 

exhibit on the history of anti-Asian racial propaganda, 

"Little Tokyo USA" press kit photos 

By Rob Buscher, 

Contributor 

In November, JACL Philadelphia will be 

co-presenting a special exhibit on the history 

of anti-Asian racial propaganda during the 

2018 Philadelphia Asian American Film 

Festival titled "American Peril: Imagining 

the Foreign Threat." 

Sponsored in part by the JACLLegacy Fund, 

this exhibit and the special events heldfrom 

Nov. 2-30at gallery space Twelve Gates Arts 

are free and open to the public. Featuring 

more than 60 printed materials and other 

original artifacts, the collection spans nearly 

150 years - from the Chinese Exclusion era 

to World War ll-era anti-Japanese propa­

ganda, and even contemporary anti-Muslim 

propaganda, which Buscher curatedfrom 

his personal collection that he shares with 

his wife, Cathy Matos, and the collection of 

Dr. Jamal 1. Elias. 

Following is insight by Buscher on the 

beginnings of his collection and how what 

began as antiquing turned into an ex hibit 

that explores the history of anti-Asian racial 

propaganda. 

T
he idea of positioning such objects 

in a gallery setting might seem 

counterintuitive for presenting orga­

nizations whose missions involve combatting 

negative media portrayals of Asian Americans 

and Facific Islanders. 

However, given the current state of our 

society, in which xenophobic bigotry and 

racism have re-emerged within the realm of 

mainstream political discourse, it is important 

for us to confront the history of racism head-on. 

General Tolo through the 

wringer postcard, 1942 

By studying such hateful artifacts, we can 

understand how racism continues to be perpe­

tuated in popular media and ultimately deve­

lop strategies to disrupt these contemporary 

racialized propaganda narratives. 

Although most people know me professio­

nally as a film programmer and community 

organizer, I have also been pursuing a paral­

lel career as an academic. Having taught at 

Arcadia University since 2012, my research 

focus has gradually evolved from Japanese 

Cinema Studies (where I started my academic 

career as a graduate student at University of 

London's School of Oriental and African 

Studies)to incorporate moreof my own Japanese 

American perspective. 

I recently joined the University of 

Pennsylvania's Asian American Studies Pro­

gIam in 2017, where I have beenableto expand 

my research in Asian diasporic cinema and 

Asian American history. Much of my current 

research revolves around the politicization of 

popular cinema and other mainstream media 

texts in the shaping of public attitudes toward 

Asian Americans and other ethnic minorities. 

Like most institutions, the academy is one 

that has historically been dominated almost 

entirely by white Americans, and in many 

respects, the power structure is still fairly 

restrictive for scholars of color. 

I have found this particularly true in Area 

Studies (like Japanese Studies)where mostof 

the ten ured professors and department heads 

are not persons of Japanese descent :Not to say 

this is a prerequisite qualification to being a 

good professoron the subject, but it does limit 

their perspective in terms of the connection 

or lack thereof they have to certain topics. 

While the Ethnic Studies movement that 

Tokyo Kid 

Doug/as Airview 

magazine, 1943 

occurred on the West Coast opened a fair 

amount of diversity in many subject matters, it 

feels like the East Coast (and particularly some 

of the okler institutions) are lagging behind in 

terms of their support for these crucial fields. 

In an earlier 11"arch 23, 2018, edition ofthe 

Pacific Citizen, I wrote about my experience 

at the Critical Mixed-Race Studies Conference 

as a sort of homecoming into the academic 

space. The work I have engaged in since has 

benefited from the perspective of crt ical mixed­

race studies that I became familiarized with 

through that important conference, along with 

Edward Said's foundational book on postco­

lonial studies "Orientalism." In many ways, 

the curation of this exhibit is a culmination 

of my scholarly wolk to date. 

For the purpose of this exhibit, I define 

"propaganda" as content that 1) promotes 

one-sided or biased information, 2) reinforces 

ideology centIaI to systems of control (political, 

religious, class/race hierarchy) and 3) reduces 

complex concepts into simple dichotomies. 
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"I Bear Witness'" Atil F. Sheikh (far left) and Rob Buscher (middle) 

I Bcar ,Vitness 

the Last Invention trade 
card, 1880s 

Queen Liliuokalani, Judge 

magazine, Dec. 2, 1893 

Newspapers and other periodicals are an 

obvious source for such content, but we also 

find propaganda in advertising, popular cinema, 

lyrical music and even common household 

objects such as ashtrays or drinking glasses 

that are imbued with political rhetoric. 

As noted by media scholar Narelle Morris 

in his book "Japan-Bashing," the impact of 

popular culture on shaping public opinion has 

long been overlooked in scholarship. However, 

the evidence overwhelmingly suggests this to 

be a major contributing factor with regards to 

mainstream American perceptions of Asian 

immigrant COffiffillllities over the course of 

the last 150 years. 

Purchased largely at our own expense, this 

collection of racial propaganda began with 

the impromptu discovery of a WWII-era work 

poster that my wife and I came across in an 

antique fair at Philadelphia's Kimmel Center 

for the Performing Arts. 

Finding a 1940s artifact amidst the many 

other items of historical note was too rare an 

opportunity to pass up, and at the time, we 

thought it would be unlikely to stumble across 

another such find. 

We would soonrealize this was anything but 

the case as we discovered the large volwne of 

anti-Japanese and other anti-Asian propaganda 

in the resale market during the past year and 

a half we spent scouring antique markets and 

online auction sites for the items now in our 

collection. 

It has been particularly interesting to enga­

ge with the sellers of these artifacts, whose 

llllderstanding of the racism implicit in them 

varies from somewhat aJXllogetic to outwardly 

prideful, particularly amongst the sellers of 

Emilio Aguinaldo, Puck 

magazine, March 8, 1899 

twelve 
gates arts 

1970s-'90s Japan-bashing materials. 

The first such interaction I had was with a 

seller on Etsy, who had listed their homemade 

T-shirt protesting Japanese auto imports as 

''Americana Folk Art." Another merchant on 

Ebay who sold me a "No Jap Cars" pin-back 

button wrote on the exteri or of the mailing 

envelope the Trump-ist phrase, "Buy Ame­

rican, Hire American" - suggesting that at 

least for some people, this propaganda may 

still be shaping their worldview. 

On the other hand, several of the merchants 

we met expressed regret at the harmful rhetoric 

in various printed materials. The woman who 

sold us our first anti-Japanese work poster at 

the Kimmel told us outright that she felt bad 

about displaying the object in public, which 

is why it was hidden below sightline on the 

ground next to her display table. She was also 

more than happy to extend a hefty discount 

when she learned that I would be using it as 

an in-class teaching resource for my students. 

This was the first spark that ignited our 

passion for collecting these objects, followed 

shortly after by an antiquing trip to the self­

proclaimed "Antiques Capital USA," otherwise 

known as Adamstown, Penn., located just 

outside of Lancaster. 

While we have always enjoyed antiquing, 

the hunt for anti-Asian racist paraphernalia 

gave us a specific goal, one that we were less 

surprised to accomplish with each find. Of 

particular note during that trip were two is­

sues from the prominent 1890s political satire 

publication Judge magazine. 

The first featured a highly racialized ca­

ricature of Hawaiian Queen Liliuokalani 

being hoisted by the US. Navy on her throne 

MAG NE 
A MUSLIM FREE 

AMERIC~ Muslim Iree 
zone sign 

of "scandalous government" and 

"corruption." The other was an infantilized 

cartoon portrayal of Philippines President 

Emilio Aguinaldo being crushed by a US. 

cavalryman's fist in an issue that ran con­

temporarily to the Philippine-American War. 

It was no accident that both cartoons as­

sociated their subjects with blackness and 

indigeneity to justify US. territorial acquisi­

tions in Hawaii and the Philippines, given the 

institutional racism prevalent throughout the 

US. at that time - less than 30 years after 

slavery was abolished and amidst on-going 

land wars with Native Americans. 

After I began using these first lucky finds 

as in-class resources and saw how much 

they resonated with my students, Cathy and I 

continued our search online for other artifacts 

relevant to the history of anti-Asian racism. 

It wasn't until early 2018 that Cathy had the 

inspired suggestion of curating these artifacts 

into a public exhibit. Twelve Oates Arts (120) 

seemed like an obvious location to hostit, given 

the fact that we had previously collaborated 

in 2016 on an exhibit titled "I Bear Witness." 

Curated by 120 Co-Founder Atif F. Sheikh, 

the former exhibit combined the works of 

Japanese American docwnentary filmmaker 

Matthew Hashiguchi with new original works 

by seven Muslim American artists in a single 

show. A project that was also supported by 

JACL's Legacy Fund, Sheikh described the 

former as "a curated show of works from 

mainly Muslim American artists responding to 

the wave of anti-Muslim bias being promoted 

by the current government administration in 

the backdrop of historical anti-Japanese racism 

following WWII." 

Sheikh discussed his organization's moti­

vation for hosting the upcoming ''American 

Peril" exhibit in an excerptfrom 120's gallery 

statement about the show. 

''Art is usually associated with freedom and 

subversion," he said. "Its power has often been 

instrwnental toward change and revolutions, 

and it has been used as a mediwn to reach the 

masses and raise awareness. At the same time, 

art has also been appropriated for the purpose 

Remember Pearl Harbor! 

postcard, 1942 

"You're a Sap, Mister Jap" We'll Set This Rising Sun Those Japs Will Soon Be Slap-Happy! 

postcard, 1942 

Lady Columbia Chinese 

Must Go sheet music, 1942 cinderella stamp, 1943 
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r:f prqlaganda, used as a fex-ill ofpersuasioo to 

influence the emctiOllS and qinioos ofa taIget 

audience foc ideol~ica1 ex- JX)iiticai purJXlSes. 

AlthoughsOOIe art histocians have resisted the 

idear:f~andaas art, the JXWer~anda 

holds on peq:>le's Jllyche is undeniable, and 

that rower hold is achieved through the basic 

human response to art Wars have been won 

in people's minds through the arts." 

Elaixx"ating on the specific su~ect of atti-

Asian prq:>aganda that is displayed in the 
':A.merican Peri!" t:Xhibit, Sheikh cOIIinued, 

"P~anda art preaching hate against a per­

ceived foceignthrea has always cootribtted to 

the creatioo of an imagined enemy, nurturing 

a culture of cottempt and iIIoierance. The 

target may change, but the practice cottinues 

to this day." 

Nevertheless, this exhibit will not be for all 

peqJIe. People may question our judgment in 

sho.vcasing these artifacts in agallery setting, 

btt I believe it is for the greater gooi 

In this era of fake 

news and altenktive 

facts, I would like to 

think that a primary 

source artifact is per­

hap> one text that no 

one can argue with 

Ha.veve~ iINestirg in 

a collection such as 

this does raise cer­

tain ffhical questioos 

that must be cotten­

ded with I must ad­

mit feeling guilty at 

times, knowing that 

we have contributed 

totheresaleec~ 

of ~ects that have 

brough: great pain 

and sorrow to our 

Asian American 

communities, 

A colleague of 

mine whose rese­

archiINdves collec­

ting postcards and 

photographs depic­

ting the lynching of 

African-Americans 

discussed this issue 

at length While I 

personally drawthe 

line it paying mo­

ney foc an image of 

a dead Ixxly oc ot­

her active violence 

being perpetrated, 

Factory Fires 

Help the Japs 

poster, 1944 

Bontoc man 

with paper­

mache head in 

1912 Worcester 

footage 

he raised a valid pant that there are many who 

would seek to purchase these vile images foc 

reasons beyondscholarly research Ultimitely, 

we agreed that it is better foc these o~ects 

to be in the hands of educators and activists 

where they can be studied and/or exhibited 

for public benefit rather than bidden away as 

a trophy on someone's mantel. 

At the 2018 JACL Naional COINention, a 

suh;et of these anti-Japanese artifacts was 

sho.vcased in the exhibit room, where they 

sparked much critical dialogue aroIllld the 

role of prq>aganda today, 

I have every confidence that the full collec­

tion will prove even more effective in starting 

cOlNersations around ~ular media's role in 

shapirg oorsociety's percertioos ofimmigIaIts 

and cther historically marginalized groups, 

IN-DEPTH/COMMENTARY PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

I would like to highligh: a few of the special 

events taking place during the monthlong run 

of this EXhibi:, OnNOI, 2 from 5:30-8:30 pm., 

we will halt the EXhibit's q:Jening recertion, 

which will be the first time the collection in 

its ettirety will be shown to the public. On 

Nov, 9 from 4:30-5 pm., myself and Cahy 

Mata; will give a brief talk alxmt the process 

of collecting these artifacts and expand upon 

some of the etbical concerns explored earlier 

in this article, followed ~ a guided tour of 

the exhibit 

The main exbibi: even is a pfql:ram titled 

''Prq;oagandaFihn Nig1I:, "wbich will take place 

onNov, 14 from6:30-8:30pm This evettwill 

include the screening of clips from a dozen or 

so WWII-era prq;oaganda films and one short 

documentary pnxluced during US, territocial 

rule ~ Interior Minister of the Philippines 

Dean Conan Woccester, The focmer will be 

inroduced ~ myself, and the l<tter ~ Penn 

Museum Film Archivist Kate Pourshariiti, 

followed by a guided viewing to help 

cottextuaiize their historical significance, 

Wocks ~ bcth Hollywood and inde-

pendent filmmakers sho.vn here will de­

moostr<te ho.vmction pictures have been 

Arizona war worker 

with Jap skull, Life 

magazine, May22, 1944 

used to shape 

the opinions 

of the Ame­

rican public 

during times 

of war and 

suh;equen 

occupation 

of conque­

red territo­

ries, Like 

the pritted 

materials in 

the exhibit 

collection, 

this crnent 

is offensive 

in its poct­

rayal of Asian sub-

jects btt important 

focunderstandirg the 

causes ofanti-Asian 

sentimen in previous 

gener<tions of Ame­

ricans, Additionally, 

this program will 

illustr<te the central 

role that cinema pays 
inthewaythatAme­

ricans undelStand and 

consume conflict 

We must be ever 

vigilant over the use and abuse of media to 

cOlNey prq>agandist messages, This exhibit 

is one small step toward edociting the public 

on ho.v to tell the difference between fake 

news and genuine fact, 

"American Peril: Imagining the Foreign 

Threat" was funded in part ~ the Japanese 

American Citizens League Legacy FIllld and 

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Project 

Stream 

'AMER ICAN PER IL! EXHIBIT INFORMATI ON 

Runs Nov. 2-30 at Twelve Gates Al1s, located 

at 106 N. 2nd St, Philadelphia PA 19106. 

Exhibit hours are Tuesday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; 

Wednesday-Saturday,l1 a.m.-S:30 p.m.; 

Sunday-Monday, By Appointment. 

POINT » continued from page 3 

oKelly Marie Tran, the 

newcanerwhohadafeatured 

role in the latest "Star Wars" 

IIlOVie, was a delight because 

the franchise hadstubbomly 

avoided AAPls except as 

weirdly stereotyped alien 

badguys andthe occasional 

doomed starfighter pilot, 

and here she was as a fully­

formed character with a feisty 

personality and a future in 

the final episooe. 

oAwkwafina, who was a 

blast of fresh air in "CRA" 

as well as "Ocean's 8," was 

recently a host on NBC's 

"Crazy Rich Asians" stars Michelle Yeoh (Jeft) 

and Henry Golding and Constance Wu. 

"Saturday Nigh: Live," the 

first AAPI woman ha;t foc the sho.v since 

Lucy Liu headlined it in 2000, In fact, 

Liu, who still holds her own as Watson on 

CBS' 'Elementary," was the role model 

that inspired young Awkwafina to go into 

showbiz, 

o Tamlyn Tani:a is the timeless am dependalie 

AAPIstarwho's been inaslew ofTV sha.vs 

andmOlies (including 'The J~ Luck Club" 

25 years ag~ She's been terrific as ahalpital 

administratoc inDaniel Dae Kinis po.veIfui 

ABC medical drama 'The Good Doctor," 

which just started its second season. 

o And finally, I'm in the middle of binge­

witcbing "Marvel's AgeIts us'HI.E.Ln," 

which showcases the talents of two fine 

actors, Ming-Na Wen and Chloe BeIlllett, in 

butt-kicking roles figh:ing evil-doers, With 

five seasons already available to stream on 

Netflix, and a mind-numbing 22 episooes 

per season, that's a whole lct of bingeing! 

Like I said it the start, I could be mistaken, 

butlsure hope I'm nct, We migh: be looking 

at a golden era for AAPls in mainstream 

~culture! 

Gil Asakawa is former P.C. Editorial 

Board Chair and author of "Being Japanese 
American" (Second Edition Stone Bridge 

Press,20 15). He blogs at www.nikkeiview.com. 
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as well as to meet cthers with ties tothis place, 

I was [as cin<ted to see ho.v many peqJ1e made 

the long trip 

Over dinner, I sat with Nisei Cookie 

Takesbita and Mas Takano u Alameda, Calif., 

and Mas's three children Their eIIhusiasm 

to be present made me really appreciate this 

day, The Nisei recalled camp memories, while 

I tdd fieldschod. stocies, We drew connections 

to one ancther and found that we know many 

of the same people, 

The commIlllity engagemen aspect sho.ved 

me how inerconnected we all really are 

despite different passions and backgrounds, 

The shameful and Illljust evacuation brough: all 

ofus together and has allowed us to preserve 

sOOIething sosignificaII tothe early Japanese 

American generations, 

Wocking with differett group> brough: life 

to my family history, Carrying ott community 

archaeoiCID' Irt only added value to the studies, 

btt also allowed cthers to cherishthe mOOIeIIs 

with one another, as well as the explocation 

Furthermore, I gained a greater respect 

and appreciation foc those who have endured 

discrimination and responded with dignity 

and resiliency, To the Issei and Nisei, I offer, 

Watashi no tameni anata ga shitekudas­

atta subete no koto ni kansha shimashita, 

I appreciite everything you have done forme, 

Kno.v:ing our collective histocy should infcrm 

our actions, The currett Muslim travel ban, 

"zero-tderance"U S, bocder JX)licy and family 

separaion of migrant families are inhumane 

and remind us of the wholesale World War II 

imprisonmen ofJ apanese Americans, Former 

NFLer ColinKaepemick's silen pretest agaiust 

pdice brttality and racial injustice bighlighted 

our country's cultural divide, 

We are moved to take action, whether 

to protect history or to defend those who 

are scapegoated or otherwise marginali­

zed, so that we don't commit the same 

mistakes, Understanding one's own history and 

cuhure improves clUls-cuhura1 competence and 

global perspective and hq:Jefully wi11lead 

us to Dr, Martin Luther King Jr,'s dream of 

"an oasis of freedom and justice," 

Tomi Eijima is a senior at Lowell High 

School in San Francisco and a youth 

member of the San Francisco JACL. Her 

grandfather, Frank Suzuki, and his family 

lived in block 9H7B at Amache. Frank 

and his wife, Marion, are members of the 

Scraping 
an excava­

tion unit at 

Block 11F 

at Amache 
on July6, 

2018 
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boy from Utah," shared an important lesson 

he learned in his first year in the California 

State Assembly. 

solutions. It is dallllting - we have a lot of 

work ahead of us - but comforting because 

we are working together!" 

CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN 

CONFINEMENT SITES CONSORTIUM EMAIL UST 

He recalled tbat one of the first lobbyists 

who came to his office was from a gay rights 

organization, one that he wouldn't have nor­

mally tbought of as an ally, and it was this 

first meeting tbat started a wonderful working 

relationship over a nwnber of years. 

This story illustrated how critical it is to 

make a personal connection with elected 

officials and underlined the importance of 

tbe JACSC meeting and advocacy on Capitol 

Hill planned for Feb. 26-28. 

The final session of tbe JACSCmeeting 

was a presentation by Sam Mihara and 

Aura Newlin, botb board members of tbe 

Heart MOlllltain Wyoming FOlllldatioll. 

Mihara, who spent his boyhood con­

fined at Heart MOlllltain and now travels 

tbe country talking about his experience, 

has made a firsthand study of incarcera­

tion and detention sites in present-day 

America. 

Mihara shared some of tbe parallels he 

has drawn between the inhwnane condi­

tions his family faced during WWll and 

tbe conditions faced by undocumented 

immigrants and asylwn seekers in de­

tention centers today. Newlin described 

tbe work she has been involved witb in fighting 

the construction of a for-profit Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement detention center 

in Wyoming. 

As the meeting came to a close, many par­

ticipants commented on the positive future 

of the JACSC and their own organizations. 

Stan Shikuma, a Sansei from the Tule 

Lake Committee, reflected, "It was exciting 

and energizing to be witb all tbese different 

groups working on different issues and sharing 

The next JACSC meeting will be held in 

Washington, D.C., on Feb. 26-28. The group 

is also tentatively planning a meeting next 

summer that will coincide witb tbe JACL 

National Convention, set for July 31-Aug. 4 

in Salt Lake Gty, Utah. 

If your organiwiion would like to join the 

JACSC or would like more information} 

please contact Brian Liesinger at brian@ 

jacsc.org. 

Ad Hoc Committee Japanese American 

History: Not For Sale 

Amache Historical Society II 

Arizona Chapter of tbe JACL 

Adcansas State University 

Bainbridge Island Japanese American 

Community 

The California Museum 

Campaign for Justice: Redress for 

Japanese Latin Americans 

Densho 

50 Objects/ Stories of Japanese American 

Incarceration 

Friends of Manzanar 

Friends of Minidoka 

Friends of Topaz 

Full Spectrum Features 

Go for Broke 

Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation 

The Historical Musewn at 

Fort Missoula 

Hogan Lovells 

Honolulu Chapter of tbe JACL 

JACS Consortium members in front of JANM in Los Angeles' Little Tokyo 

HEART MOUNTAIN WYOMING FOUNDATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETS AT JANM IN 

LOS ANGELES 
Among the meeting's 

highlights are the national 

awards recognition of 

Shirley Ann Higuchi and 

Sam Mihara, 

By Dakota Russell} Executive Director} 

Heart Mountain Interpretive Center 

T
he Heart Mountain Wyoming Founda­

tion held its quarterly board meeting 

at the Japanese American National 

Museum on Oct. 18 and 19. Topics included 

HMWF's accomplishments in 2018 and its 

plans for tbe future. In tbe days following tbe 

meeting, the fOlllldation's board members also 

attended a meeting of the Japanese American 

Confinement Sites Consortium and hosted a 

gathering to reach out to new supporters. 

JANM President/CEO Ann Burroughs welcomed the Heart Mountain Lead­
ership to its board meeting in Los Angeles. Pictured (from left) are Sam 
Mihara, Marc Sugiyama, Kathy Saito Yuille, Jon Hoshizaki, Naomi Oshita, 

Ann Burroughs, Shirley Ann Higuchi, Bacon Sakatani, Takashi Hoshizaki 
(rear), Hanako Wakatsuki, Doug Nelson (rear), Kris Horiuchi, Dakota Russell 
(rear), Aura Newlin and Prentiss Uchida. 

Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation Chair 

Shirley Ann Higuchi opened tbe meeting witb 

an anecdote about her arrival in Los Angeles 

last week. 

"1 got into my Uber, " Higuchi said, "and 

started chatting with tbe driver. 1 told him 

1 was going to tbis meeting. 1\ turned out tbat 

even tbough he had grown up in L.A., he knew 

nothing about the JA incarceration experience. 

My goal is tbat tbe next time 1 step into my 

Uber, that driver won't say, 'I've never heard 

this story before.'" 

The board reviewed HMWF's eventful year. 

In May, tbe Heart Mountain Interpretive Center, 

the foundation's musewn near Powell, Wyo., 

opened an exhibit of works created in the camp 

JAMPilgrimages 

Japanese American Association of 

Colorado 

Japanese American Gtizens League 

Japanese American National Musewn 

Japanese American Service Committee 

Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii 

KizlUla 

Kooskia Internment Camp Archaeological 

Project 

Korematsu Institute 

Manzanar Committee 

Min Yasui Tribute 

Mineta Legacy Project 

Minidoka Pilgrimage Committee 

National Japanese American Historical 

Society 

National Japanese American Memorial 

FOlllldation 

The National Park Service 

National Parks Foundation 

National Veterans Network 

New Mexico Chapter of tbe JACL 

Nichi Bei Foundation 

Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center/ 

Oregon Nikkei Endowment 

Poston Commllllity Alliance 

Seattle Chapter of tbe JACL 

Smithsonian National Musewn of 

American History 

Stop Repeating History 

Topaz Musewn 

Tuna Canyon Detention Station Coalition 

UCLA Asian American Studies Center 

Wing Luke Museum 

WWII Japanese American Internment 

Musewn in McGehee, Arkansas • 

by artist Estelle lshigo. The exhibit includes 

10 watercolors, on loan to the fOlllldationfrom 

the Japanese American National Musewn, 

that otherwise would have been auctioned to 

private collectors without the intervention of 

the fOlllldation and other concerned groups. 

Also in May, HMWF began restoration of 

a root cellar, measuring more than 300 feet 

long, tbat was built at tbe site by incarcerated 

Japanese Americans. 

Two Heart Mountain board members received 

national awards this year and were recognized 

at tbe meeting. Higuchi was honored by the 

Constitutional Accountability Center for her 

work witb tbe foundation and participated as 

part of a panel session titled "A Decade of 

Progress, A Charge for tbe Future" in October. 

» See HMWF on page 12 
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A NATIONAL GUIDE TO NOTABLE COMMUNITY EVENTS 

NCWNP 
Nabe Nights - November 2018 with 
Nakayoshi Young Prolessionals 
San Francisco, CA 
Nov. 9; 6:30-9 p.m. 
The Center 
1840 Sutter SI. 
Price: $25 General admission 
This monthly community fund raiser 

program features a different commu­

nity group to host a nabe (Japanese 

hotpot) dinner. Proceeds go tow~rd 
both the center and the partnenng 
community organization. Nakayoshi 

Young Professionals is a social and 

volunteer service program of the San 
Francisco JACL chapter that keeps 
recent college graduates and other 
young working adults connected to 
the community. Come out and enjoy 

a great social dinnerwhile supporting 
two great organizations. 
Inlo: Visit www.nakayoshi.org. 

JAMsj Winter Boutique 
San Jose, CA 
Nov. 10; 9-10 a.m. Early admission 
lor JAMsj members; 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
General admission 
Price: Free 
JAMsj's annual Winter Boutique 
features such annual favorites as 
Japanese-style collages, clothing 
and accessories, handcrafted jew­
elry, washi crafts, stationary an.d 
other specialty gifts. A raffle will 
also be featured as well as a silent 
auction and food concessions. This 
is the perfect opportunity to get a 
jump-start on holiday shopping! 
Inlo: Call (408) 294-3138. 

Sushi Social 
San Francisco, CA 
Nov. 16; 6-8 p.m. 
Nihonmachi Little Friends 
1830 Sutter SI. 
Price: $125 
Nihonmachi Little Friends invites 
you to its Sushi Social, celebrating 
43 years of service to the commu­

nity. The evening will feature a wine 
tasting by Jason Mikami of Mikami 
Vineyards, fine sushi prepared by 
We Be Sushi Chefs and a musical 
performance by Dr. Anthony Brown 
and Nihonmachi "Big Friends." 
All proceeds will benefit NLF's 
programs and its Building Fund. 
RSVP by Nov. 2. 
Inlo: Call (415) 922-8898 or email 
nllchildcare@gmail.com. 

NJAHS Annual Veterans Day Event 
2018 
San Francisco, CA 
Nov. 10; 10 a.m-Noon 
MIS Historic Learning Center 
640 Old Mason SI. 
Save the date for this annual event 
hosted by the National Japanese 
American Historical Society that 
honors our veterans. Following the 
program, a lunch will be served. 
Details will be forthcoming. 
Inlo: Visit www.njahs.org. 

WakamatsuFest150 
Placerville, CA 
June 6-9, 2019 
Wakamatsu Farm 
941 Cold Springs Road 

• 
To celebrate the site ofthe first Japa­
nese colony in America, this festival 
will celebrate 150 years of Japanese 
American heritage, arts and cuisine. 
Wakamatsu Farm also is the site of 
the birthplace of the first Japanese 
American and the gravesite of the 
first Japanese woman in the U.S. 
Don't miss this special anniversary 
presented by the American River 
Conservancy. 
Inlo: Visit www.ARConservancy.org/ 
wakamatsu or email wakamatsu@ 
ARConservancy.org. 

PSW 
'Vietgone' 
Los Angeles, CA 
Thru Nov. 18 
David Henry Hwang Theater 
120 Judge John Aiso SI. 
Price: $40-$60 
East West Players with support 
from the S. Mark Taper Foundation 
presents the L.A. premiere of "Viet­
gone" by Qui Nguyen and directed 
by Jennifer Chang, featuring music 
composed by Shammy Dee. This 
tale spins a modern twist on the 
classic boy-meets-girl story: Quang 

and Tong are refugees fleeing the 
Vietnam War who meet and fall in 
love in a relocation camp in Arkansas. 
This production takes audiences on 
a ride across 1970s America with a 
soundtrack that serves up hip-hop, 
sass and revolution. 
Info: Visit eastwestplayers.org. 

Shinsei Kai Emerging Stars 01 
Japanese Arts 
Los Angeles, CA 
Nov. 4; 2 p.m. 
Aratani Theater 
244 San Pedro SI. 
Price: $15 
U.S. Kabuki Tankyu Kai presents 
Shinsei Kai, featuring Gankyo Na­
kamura (Kabuki), Walter Nishinaka 
(Taiko), Brian Mitsuhiro Wong (Koto) 
and Kuniharu Yoshida (Calligraphy). 
The performance will also include 
performances by Cheryl Haruko 
Ikegami (Ban do Kyoharumi) and 
master guest artists Bando Ai (Japa­
nese Classical Dance) and Shirley 
Kazuyo Muramoto (Koto/Shamisen). 
Info: Visit www.kyonokai.com. 

Repeating History's Errors: The 
Relevance 01 the Japanese American 
Incarceration Today 
Los Angeles, CA 
Nov. 13; 4-6 p.m. 
University 01 Southern Calilornia 
Ronald Tutor Campus Center 
Rosen Family Screening Room (227) 
Price: Free 
This event features a screening of 
the film "And Then They Came for 
Us," followed by a panel discussion 
featuring Karen Korematsu, founder! 
executive director of the Fred T. 
Korematsu I nstitute, and Donald K. 
Tamaki, partner, Minami Tamaki LLP. 
Inlo: Visit https:/Idornsile.usc.edu/ 
events/site/192/1355148/. 

Fujima Kansuma 100th Birthday 
Celebration 
Los Angeles, CA 
Nov. 18; 3 p.m. 

CALENDAR 

Japanese American Cultural and 
Community Center 
Aratani Theatre 
244 San Pedro SI. 
Inlo: Tickets $15 
Join the JACCC together with the 
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and 
Cultural Heritage as they present 
the 100th birthday celebration of 
Madame Fujima Kansuma. The event 
will celebrate her long career as a 
master artist, her important role in 
supporting and sustaining the vital­
ity of Japanese American cultural 
heritage and her recognition as a 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Heritage Fellow. 
Inlo: Visit jaccc.org. 

Beary Best Friends Xmas Boutique 
Buena Park, CA 
Nov. 18; 9 a.m.- 3 p.m 
Holiday Inn Buena Park 
7000 Beach Blvd. 
Price: Free 
Asian and Hawaiian crafts and food 
abound at this annual event that is 
always jam-packed with holiday gifts 
and numerous vendors throughout 
the hotel. Asian artwork, pottery, 
clothing items, pictures, frames, 
food and much more will all be avail­
able, just in time for holiday gift 
purchases. Don't miss this annual 
shopping event! 
Inlo: Visit https:/Iwww.etsy.coml 
in-en/local/event/3833602980411 
beary-best-Iriends-xmas-boutique­
november-18. 

PNW 
'Contested Histories: Art and Artilacts 
From the Allen Hendershott Eaton 
Collection' Pop-Up Display 
Seattle, WA 
Nov. 24 and 25; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
NVC Hall 
1212 S. King SI. 
Price: Free 
JANM will travel its pop-up display 
oftheAlien Hendershott Eaton Col­

lection for two days in November. 
The display includes physical or 
digital representation of every item 
in the collection - more than 400 
individual photographs, sculptures, 
paintings and watercolors, jewelry 
items, vases, beads, nameplates and 
other handmade items from the WWII 
incarceration camps that Japanese 
Americans were forced to endure. 
The display is intended to help gather 
information about each individual 
object so that the museum's efforts 
to preserve and catalog the collec­
tion can be complete. 
Inlo: Visit nvcloundation.org or call 
(206) 322-1212. 

Blast Off to Beyond 
SeattleWA 
Thru Jan. 6, 2019 
Wing Luke Museum 01 the Asian 
Pacilic American Experience 
719 S. King SI. 
Price: General adnission 
Youth and families blast off in this 
new KidPLACE exhibit, which ex­
plores the skies and beyond. The 
field of aerospace is diverse and 
this exhibit celebrates the role Asian 
Pacific Americans play in space 

exploration and technology. 
Inlo: Visit www.wingluke.org. 

IOC 
Art Curator Talk at Denver Art 
Museum 
Denver, CO 
Dec. 5; 6-8 p.m. 
Denver Art Museum 
100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy. 
Funded by a grant to the National 
Association of Japan America Socie­
ties from the Japan-U.S. Friendship 
Commission, the Richard J. Wood 
Art Curators Grant allows for a talk 
at a Japan American Society by a 
curator of Japanese art at a well­
known museum or private collection 
in the U.S. The Denver Art museum is 
pleased to welcome Anne Nishimura 
Morse of the Museum of Fine Arts 
of Boston for a special evening on 
Dec. 5. 
Inlo: Visit jascolorado.org. 

MOC 
A-Squared Asian American 
Perlorning Arts Festival 2018 
Chicago,IL 
Nov. 8; 7-10 p.m. 
Links Hall 
3111 N. Western Ave. 
Price: $20-$40 
Co-presented by A-Squared Theatre, 
Asian Improv Arts Midwest and Links 
Hall, this event features contem­
porary performances by Ameri~an 
artists descended from the ASian 
diaspora, including dance, music, 
performance art, theater and more. 
The event will also feature a fusion 
of cuisines from the Asian continent. 
Inlo: Visit https:/Iwww.eventbrite. 
comle/a-squared-asian-american­
perlorming-arts-Iestival-2018-tick­
ets-47603373973?all=ebdssbdes 
tsearch. 

EOC 
'Righting a Wrong: Japanese 
Americans and World War II' 
Washington, D.C. 
Thru Jan. 6, 2019 
The Smithsonian Institute's National 
Museum 01 American History 
Documents Gallery, 2nd Floor 
14th Street and Constitution Avenue 
N.W. 
Don't miss this opportunity to view 
this important exhibit before its clo­
sure in January. The exhibit features 

PACIFICO CITIZEN 

documents, articles, photos and 
art, including the original Executive 
Order9066 and original artwork by 
Roger Shimomura, who spent years 
incarcerated in Minidoka, Idaho, 
during World War II. 
Inlo: Visit http://americanhistory. 
si.edu/exhibitions/righting-wrong­
japanese-americans-and-world­
war-iiI 

'Akari: Sculpture by Other Means' at 
the Noguchi Museum 
Long Island City, NY 
Thru Jan. 27, 2019 
The Noguchi Museum 
9-01 33rd Road (at Vernon Boulevard) 
Info: Closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
Several installations on the second 
floorofthe museum allow visitors to 
experience ways that Isamu Nogu­
chi's Akari - a modular ecosystem 

of lightweight, collapsible paper 
lanterns - can create and trans­
form space. Noguchi's electrified 
paper, bamboo and metal Akari light 
sculptures have become among the 
most ubiquitous sculptures on Earth. 
Inlo: Visit https:/Iwww.noguchi. 
org/programs/exhibitions/akari­
sculpture-other-means. 

Bruce Lee: A Lile (Book Talk) 
New York, NY 
Feb. 1,2019; 6-8 p.m. 
Asian American/Asian Research 
Institute CUNY 
25 W. 43rd SI. 
Room 1000 
Price: Free 
Journalist and best-selling author 

Matthew Polly will talk about his 
book "Bruce Lee: A Life," the defini­

tive account of the legend's life, 45 
years after his sudden death at age 
32. Following a decade of research 
that included more than 100 inter­
views with Lee's family, Polly offers 
a thorough look into the martial arts 
master's life, his rise and career in 
Hollywood and the challenges he 
endured in juggling his career and 
family life with that of his Asian roots 
and success in America. 
Inlo: Visit https:/Iwww.eventbrite. 
comle/bruce-lee-a-Iile-book-talk­
registration-50914470552?all=eb 
dssbdestsearch. • 

ADVERTISE HERE 
Events in the calendar 

section are listed based 
on space availability. 

Place a 'Spotlight' ad 
with photos 01 your event 
lor maximum exposure. 

FOR MORE INFO: 
pc@pacificcitizen.org 

(213) 620-1767 

Give the best gift that lasts a lifetime! 
Hook up to "Skype" to the world's best tutor 

for Japanese, Math, Science, Technology 
of all levels of High Schools & colleges. 

Contact: John Kataoka AcademicSupports.com 

John holds multiple degrees, only a few in the world. 

Over 10 years of experience. Also a cultural ambassador. 

Phone calls welcomed : 361-658-4883 
J123kat@academicSupports.com 

Portion of fees go to Japan Flood Relief 
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Q MEMORIAM 

Asano, Hidenori, 97, French Camp, 

CA, Aug. 9; during WVVII, he was in­

carcerated at Manzanar VI/RA Center 

in CA and the Tule Lake WRA Center 

in CA; a longtime member of French 

Camp JACL, he was predeceased 

by his 'A'ife, Fumiko; siblings, Yoshi­

nori, Hideko, Satoko Hasegawa, and 

Emiko Uno; he is survived by chil­

dren, Mineko \/Valterhouse (Douglas), 

Toshio (Susan White) and HRAsano; 

he is also survived by many nieces, 

nephews and extended family; gc: 3. 

Ashihara, Carol, 74, Seattle, WA, 

Sept. 20; she was born during WVVII 

while her family was incarcerated 

at the Minidoka WRA Center in 10; 

she is survived by her husband, Eric; 

children, Greg (Lynn) and Kelly 

(Seyong); gc: 2. 

TRIBUTE 

Enomoto, Rayton Gora, 90, Mon­

terey Park, CA, Sept. 10; an Army 

veteran, he is survived by his wife, 

Amey H. Enomoto; children, Don, 

Ann and Teri Enomoto. 

Fujisaki, Nariko, 85, San Diego, 

CA, Sept. 5. 

Hirakawa, Victor Surrio, 82, Seattle, 

WA, Od. 7; he is survived by his wife, 

RoseAnn; children, Lance Hirakawa 

(Lorraine) and DaVvTl Shuster (John); 

gc: 3. 

Inahara, Yoshio, 94,Portland, OR, 

Sept. 17; he was predeceased by 

his son, Alan; he is survived by his 

wife, Hiro "Heidi"; children, Cheryl 
(Steve) Pomp and Rob (Tracy) Ina­

hara; daughter-in-law, Neale Inahara; 

brother, Toshio Inahara; gc: 7; ggc: 1. 

MIYE YOSHIDA 

Miyeko Yoshimori Yoshida passed away 

peacefully on Sept. 22, 2018, a few days 

after celebrating her 90th birthday with 

her family. Born to Kintaro Yoshimori 

and Tamiko Akagi on Sept. 11, 1928, in 

Seattle, Mye was the youngest of three 

children. 
Miye grew up in Seattle and San Fran­

cisco until her family, including sister, 

Chiye, and brother, Melvin, was sent 

to Topaz (Utah) Internment Camp for Japanese Americans during 
WWII. She graduated from Adelphi University in New York and re­

ceived her graduate degree in microbiology at UCLA. She taught 

high school in the Los Angeles school district and later became a 
high school librarian. She married Ronald "Tubby" Yoshida in 1960. 

Tubby passed away in November 2017. 

Miye had a passion for learning and was a prolific artisan. She was 

constantly creating, making jewelry, woodblock prints, etchings, pine 

needle baskets and washi books, knitting and sewing. She loved 

to collect Japanese prints, garden, cook, read and entertain. Her 

hoshigaki (dried persimmons) were a coveted treat throughout the 

San Fernando Valley. She traveled enthusiastically to Europe, Asia, 

South America and the Middle East. She was an active member of 

the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) and volunteered at 

the Friends of Little Tokyo Library. 

Miye is survived by her three children, Ron (Kelly), Douglas, 

(Jennifer Huang) and Karen Leib (Paul); and her many nieces and 

nephews. Her greatest joy was her five grandchildren: Kylie, Cory, 

Shelby, Graham and Shaun. Miye was a dedicated and loving wife, 

mother and grandmother. 

OBITUARIES 

Ishimaru, Saburo Stone, 95, Los An­

geles, CA, Sept. 10; during WJVII, he 

was incarcerated at the Poston WRA 

Center in AZ; he was predeceased 

by his wife, Joan Hatsumi Ishimaru; 

he is survived by his children, Alison, 

Paul (Linda) and Tracy Ishimaru; gc: 5. 

Kataoka, Saburo, 89, Long Beach, 

CA, Oct. 6; he is survived by his wife, 

Takaka; daughters, Kathryn (Shel) 

Gentry and Joy (Ken) Hardy; gc: 3. 

Matsuda, William, 97, Portland, OR, 

Oct. 5; duringWNII, he served inthe 

ArmyAirCorpswhile his family was 

incarcerated; he was predeceased by 

his wife, Fem Shigeko; he is survived 

by his daughter, Tosh (Dan); two 

nephews, two great-nephews; gc: 2. 

Muranaka, Mary, 80, Los Angeles, 

CA, Oct. 6; she is survived by her 

husband, Kenneth; children, Mark 

and Sandra (Steve) Tsukamoto; four 

siblings; she is also survived by many 

nieces, nephews and other relatives. 

Nakagiri, Donna, 86, Culver City, 

CA, Aug. 26; she is survived by her 

husband, Shigemi; children Patti 

(Kevin) Kirio, Gail (Dan) Fukushima 

and Brian (Mariko) Nakagiri; siblings 

Tad Nakagawa and Jane (Hideo) 

Kawamura; in-laws Mary Nakagiri, 

June (Jim) Akioka, and Kazuko Na­

kagawa; gc: 4; and many nieces and 

nephews. 

Nakamura, Toshiko, 101, Palo Alto, 

CA, Sept. 21. 

Ohta, Hiram, 84, Los Angeles, CA, 

July 25; an Army veteran, he is sur­

vived by his wife, Joan Ohta; children 

Arthur (Brande) Ohta, Leah Ohta 

and Brian (Andrea) Ohta; siblings 

707 East Temple Street Gerald 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Fukui 

Ph. 2131626-044 1 

Fax 2131617-2781 

Presiden1 

Thaddeus (Beatrice) Ohta, Hannah 

Hayashi, Kathryn (Melvin) Seki and 

Yasuko Kamimura; gc: 4; a nephew 

and many other relatives. 

Okuda, Teiji, 97, San Jose, CA, July 

15; during \/\/\lVII, he was incarcer­

ated at the Topaz WRA Center in UT 

before serving in theArmy's MIS; he 

was predeceased byhiswife, Yukiye; 

he is survived by his children, Patri­

cia (Richard), Kim (Russell), Robert 

(Melissa) and William; gc: 4; ggc: 1. 

Okamoto, Toshikazu, 91 , Seattle, 

WA, May 19; he is survived by his 

wife, Toshiko; children, Joyce Miyabe, 

Susan Lane (Tom), John (Sharon) 

and Sheila (Craig) Omoto; sister, 

Maureen Brousseau; gc: 9; ggc: 8. 

Sakaguchi, Glenn, 68, Honolulu, 

H I, Sept. 25; he is survived by his 

children, Ty and Joy; brothers, Nor­

man Sakaguchi, Steven Sakaguchi 

and Leroy Sakaguchi. 

Sawamura, Joan, 72, Sacramento, 

CA, Sept. 18; she was predeceased 

by her husband, Shig; she is survived 

by children Lynn (Kurt) Shimada, 

Gayle (Christopher) Playdon and 

Scott (Lusin) Sawamura; gc: 5. 
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Shimada, Ida, 81, San Jose, CA, 

Sept. 19; she is survived by her com­

panion, Bob Yamashita; children, 

Rudy, Gary, Tammy and Robert; 

gc: 6; ggc: 11. 

Tabata, Lynn Naomi, 61, Honolulu, 

HI, Aug. 22; she is survived by her 

brother, Brian Tabata. 

Takekawa, K. Phyllis, 94, Bloom­

ington , MN , Aug. 20; a longtime 

member of the Twin Cities JACL 

chapter, she is survived by her 

husband, John "Dimpy"; children, 

Joyce (Gerry) Takekawa, Carol (Dick) 

Dean, Scott (Sue) Takekawa and Sue 

(Curt) Nelson; sister, Tatsuko Ogata; 

gc: 7, ggc: 10. 

Udagawa, Yoshiko, 74, Torrance, 

CA, Sept. 25; she is survived by her 

husband, Yasushi; sons, Eric (Heidi) 

and Glen; siblings, Masami (Nancy) 

Matsumoto and Kazuko (Hiroshi) 

Kadomatsu; siblings-in-Iaw, Kazuko 

Takagaki and Yoshiaki Udagawa; 

she is also survived by many nieces, 

nephews and other relatives; gc: 4. 

Umemoto, Teruko, 94, , Los Ange­

les, CA, Aug. 31; she is survived by 

her children, Ann (Richard Younge) 

Umemoto, Steve and Keith (Paula 

Mishima); siblings, Fumiko Shiono, 

Yoshi Komaki and Ted Munekyo; 

gc: 5; ggc: 1. 

Wakabayashi , Jacquelyn, 63, 

Carmichael, CA, Sept. 5; she 

was predeceased by her brother, 

Frank Taniguchi; she is survived 

by her husband, Paul; son, Kyle; 

mother and stepfather, Masako and 

Tsugio Tomono; and sister-in-law, 

Trish Taniguchi. 

Yamasaki, Miyako June, 79, Los 

Angeles, CA, Aug. 3; during WVIIII, 
she was incarcerated at the Man­

zanar WRA Center in CA; she was 

predeceased by her husband, Jimmy; 

son, Hiroshi; brother, Yukio; and sister­

in-law, Harue; she is survived by her 

sons, Ken (Lori) and Ron (Jackie); 

siblings, Yutaka (Lily), Norio Ikegami 

and Kyoko (Tom) Yoshida; compan­

ion, Gerald Tyler; dear friend, Roy 

Ota; she is also survived by many 

nieces and nephews; gc: 4. • 
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HMWF » continued from page 9 

Heart Mountain incarcerees were recognized by David Dna 

(left) and Shirley Ann Higuchi (center) at a special recep­

tion. Pic'bJred with them (from /eft) are Sam Mihara, Prentiss 

Uchida, Shigeru Yabu, Kathy Saito Yuille, Takashi Hoshizaki, 

Arlene Okamoto and Robbin Okamoto. 

Sam Mihara, who travels the country 

speaking about his incarceration 

at Heart :Mountain, was awarded 

the Rwi A. Gagnon Prize from the 

National Council for History Educa­

tion. The Gagnon Prize recognizes 

individuals who have made a signi­

ficantcontribution to the promotion 

of history ed ucation. 

Conversation during the meeting 

also turned to future plans for Heart 

:Mountain. Attendees discussed both 

the further development of the site 

and the need to introduce the Heart 

}..k)untain story to a wider audience. 

The board also voted to appoint 

DakotaRussen who has been serving 

as the foundation's interim executive 

director since 11ay, to the executive 

director position. 

''We have the best staff and board 

right now that an organization could 

hope for, " Russell said at the mee­

ting, "and we have a responsibility 

to be ambitious about utilizing those 

talents to help us achieve our goals." 

FOrthepastthreeyealS, theHMWF 

has taken a lead role in the Japanese 

American Confinement Sites Con­

sortium. The board reviewed the 

extraordinary level of cooperation 

between organizations the Consor­

tium has fostered, as well as talked 

about the need to makeitsustainable 

and productive for the future. Also 

discussed were Heart Mountain's 

phns for greater outreach into mass 

media, beginning with the publication 

of a book by Higuchi next fall. 

On Clct. 20 and 21, Heart1-1ountain 

COMMUNITY 

boam members attended a meeting of 

the Confinement Sites Consortium, 

where they netwoIked with fC:presen­

tatives from other organizations and 

shared the progress the foundation 

has made. 

On Sunday evening, the Heart 

}..k)untain board hosted a gathering 

at the historic home of filmmaker and 

news anchor David Ono, inviting a 

numberofwritelS, actolS, producelS 

and filmmakelS to join them. 

Together, they discussed the ti­

meliness of the incarceration story 

and how it could resonate with mo­

dern audiences. A highlight of the 

evening was a heartfelt reading by 

Higuchi from her upcoming book 

of her memoilS and the stories of 

several key Heart }..k)untain cha­

racters from prewar immigration, 

World War II incarceration and up 

until the present day. 

The Heart Mountain Wyoming 

FOundation preserves the site of the 

World War II-era Japanese American 

concentration camp in Wyoming 

and works to educate the public on 

this important chapter in American 

history. The foundation's IS-member 

board includes former incarcerees 

from the camp, their descendants 

and their allies. 

The Heart Mountain Pilgrima­

ge will be on July 26-27, 2019. 

HHMPilgrimage2019 

PACIFIC. CITIZEN 

TOM PFANNENSTIEL 
RETIRES FROM MINNESOTA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETYI 
HISTORIC FORT SNELLING 
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Tom Pfannenstiel (back center) is pictured with (from left) 

Cheryl Hirata-Dulas, Carolyn Nayematsu, Karen Tanaka 

Lucas, Sally Sudo and Yuichiro Onishi. 

C
arolyn Nayematsu, Sally 

Sudo, Yuichiro Onishi, 

Karen Tanaka Lucas and 

CherylHirata-Dulas represented the 

Twin Cities JACL at the retirement 

reception for Tom Pfannenstiel, site 

director of Historical FOrt Snelling, 

at the MnnesotaHistory Center on 

Oct 3. 

The Twin Cities Education 

Committee worked closely with 

Pfannenstiel on co-sponsoring three 

exhibitions and accompanying 

pro grams at the Historic FOrt Snelling 

Visitor Center: 'Minnesota's Secret 

Weapon: Japanese Americans in the 

111S" in 2015, "Gambatte: Legacy 

of an E nduring Spirit" in 2017 

and "Courage and Compassion: 

Our Shared Story of the Japanese 

American World War II Experience" 

this past summer. 

- Twin Cities JACL 

You Paid for Your House -
Don't Pav for vour loan 

• Medi -Cal Planning 

• Asset Protection for Long-Term Care 

• Living Trusts & Wills 

• Powers of Attorney 

• Trust Administration 

• Probate 
Home & Hospital 
Appointments Available! 

JUDD MATSUNAGA 
Attorney at Law 

I----Multiple Office Locatio 
Torrance· Los Angeles (LAX) . Pasadena 

Enicno· Fountain Valley· Westlake Village 

Valencia · Palm Springs . San Diego . San Jose 

www.elderlawcalifornia.com 

800-403-6078 

In-house mortgages 

Up to 15 year term 

low rates 

Flexible terms 

No origination fees 

800-544-8828 www.jacicu.com 

• IAQ Cred~ UniOn Js an Equal Homing l~nd~r - N LMS IOf 644166 
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