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' ) Crew members of Production
Machine Inc., who constructed
1 : the sign, are pictured with the
\' i new Heart Mountain Interpretive

‘. - Center signage, which was newly
AT ! installed in time for July’s Heart
Mountain Pilgrimage.
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LETTER/COMMUNITY

PACIFIC€® CITIZEN

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I read with great interest the Pacific Citizen

article “American Peril: Imagining the Foreign

at Rob Buscher’s postcard collection that
surrounded the article.

Memory sa funny thing, Itallows you to rlive :

your past life as if it were yesterday.  remember
Dec. 7, 1941, as the day that chan ged the lives

of my brother and I; the day that caused my  p,q painful memories of my 1-year-older brother

classmates, our neighbors and society to hate us
and my family; the day we became the “Japs,”
the enemy — and I was only 7 years old.
Anti-Japanese and anti-German propaganda
were in schools, in publications, on billboards,

when migrant workers were taken into the army.
My mother, Anna Schwenk, was born in
Austria/Hungary, and my dad, Tadafumi

at the University of Pennsylvania in the 1920s
as [-House members seeking to reverse the
University of Pennsylvania’s International-
House covenant, which did notallow American
negroes to be I-House members.

They were married in 1929 at a time when E

interracial couples were rare. Our family was

an anomaly and always stared at when we as - ing to us, no family photos during the war.

a family went anywhere . . . a tall Evropean ° My dad as an enemy alien was required to

woman and a three-inches shorter Asian man

: . . questioned him past midnight without a
Mikuriya, was born in Saga, Japan. They met :

¢ time looking at my father’s many books in

explain its contents to an FBI agent.

and two mixed-race children. Then, the war
came, and we were stared at as the enemy and

. as immigrants and not American.

Although not the case forAmerican men mar-
rying foreign women, American women in 1929

. lost their citizenship for marrying foreign men.
Threat” (Oct. 26-Nov. 8, 2018) and looked :

When a Daughter of the American Revolution
lost her U.S. citizenship about the same time as

Eleanor Roosevelt, who had the law eventually
changed. Thus, my mother was natu ralized twice.
The pictures of the postcard propaganda brought

and my treatment during WWII — exclusions,

beatings, sanctioned bullying and once being
i targets ofa “game” where my brotherand I were

stood up against the cemetery wall as the enemy

: : st . and shot with a BB gun just like the execution
in the movies, at collection sites for bacon and

other fats, rubberand metals, when using ration
stamps, forvictory gardensand as the rationalto

use us public school children to work in the fields = . je drove home about 5:30 p.m. from the

squads in the movies.
When the FBI picked vp my father, a struc-
tural civil engineer, as a “suspicious character”

American Bridge Company in Trenton,

. stay within a 10-mile radivs from his home, so
' that meant he could go to work, but we as
- a family could never go to the New Jersey
- seashore 45 miles away during the summer as
other families did.

However, the Quakers werekind to vs and wel-

- comed us toattend their local summercamps and
. college prep high school called George School.
my mom lost her citizenship, she complained to
- my father was a member of the Philadelphia
- JACL in 1927 and later discovered Tadafumi
' Mikuriya listed in the history of pre-WWII
- Philadelphia JACL as one of two University
- of Pennsylvania gradvates active in the JACL.

I discovered correspondence indicating

Thank you for reminding us about the devastat-

. ing attitudes and practices of the 1940s and for
- reminding vsabout similarities of anti-immigrant
- government and hate groups today. We must
. visibly speak out when we see such prejudice
- and injustices.

Sincerely,

Mary Jane Mikuriya,

N.I., as he did every day, they held and

phone call to mom and then came to the
house to see his home. They spent a long

Japanese. He had to open each book and
The FBI also took away our cameras and

the radio with its international stations and
restricted our family to no cameras, mean-
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‘NEVER AGAIN’
in Sacramento’s
Natomas Unified
School District

By John Kanentoto

ccording to a 2016 New York Times
: Astudy, Natomas Unified School District
=' (NUSD) in Sacramento, Calif., is the
- High School. She introduced Jeanne Wakatsuki
Diversity is celebrated and supported. During

social studies curriculum. Leading her students
- through a challenging journey of constitutional

second -most-diverse school district in the nation.

a statewide English Languvage Learner confer-
ence, NUSD was featured for its ELL supports.

- Curriculum is rooted in the English Languvage
Development standards, Thinking Maps are

used to guide thinking and sentence frames are

. incorporated to encourageacademic discourse for
- High School students and/or English Langvage
(from the ELL Conference) through a series of
NUSD classrooms, I realized there was acommon

all students. While leading a group of teachers

theme/focus within the curriculum: the Japanese
American Incarceration experience.
Mis. Gilley tavght social studies at Inderkum

Houston’s “Farewell to Manzanar™ within her
infringement, Mrs. Gilley asked her students to
participate within a fishbowl activity — imag-

ining themselves within an incarceration camp.
Many [HS students are first-generation American

»> See DISTRICT on page 8

The Pacific Citizen’s mission is to “educate on the past Japanese American experience
and to preserve, promote and help the current and future AAPI communities.”
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