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Port of Stockton

CALIFORNIA

FHappy ﬁ'”ﬁ““{“ Happy Holidays W Happy Holiday’s | Happy Holidays!
rowm the Saikis . - .
May, Rod, Heidi & Family | Tad Shibata g Rl Hanae Watanabe | Crajg I. Yoshikawa
oby & Jacquie Oshidari
In Lovine Memonv of . : Wishing You & Your Best wishes for Season’s Greetings
s o HOZZd@) Greetmgs Families All the Warmth j@"? ¢
Ed Yoshikawa " ; of the Season. and, From
Terashita Famil . v .
July 22, 1922 to Dec 26, 2017 Y The Hoang Family Eer é“:ﬂ 52’::’ = Frank & Betsy Shinoda
Season’s Greetings Wishin
BYoR Happy Holidays!
. . - PPy FOLCAYS] Life is Good - Enjoy it!
Aiko Yagi L Ay The Ishiharas Aeko Yoshikawa & Famil
i i i Do Tad and Carolyn - : y
Hiroshi and Lori Ann Yagi-Doi Y Mas and Kimiko Jason & Karen - Kimi, Garrett, Sam & Miya
Nicole, Stephanie & Megan Ishihara

Joy to the World

Gordon, Dale &
Chance Mizuno

o Andrew P, Chen MD, FACS
o Jeffrey J. Ing MD, FACS
0 Alan S. Nakanishi MD, MS, FACS
o Julio Narvaez MDD
0 Pamela Tsuchiya MD
£ 1617 St. Mark’s Plaza, Suite D * Stockton, CA 95207 » (209) 478-1797

o 521 South Ham Lane, Suite A Lodi, CA 95242 « (209) 334-5886
02160 W. Grant Line Rd., Suite 100 Tracy, CA 95377 = (209) 835-2227

Hapey Hotmars row Stockron

For information about Stockton Chapter Events
Contact Steve Sue 209-329-0661

JACL Scholarship Applications
For Stockton & San Joaquin County Area ONLY
Contact Tad Shibata ttshibata@aol.com

RICHARD ASCHIERIS
Port Director
2201 W. Washington Street 95203 (209) 946-0246
P.O. Box 2089, Stockton, CA 95201  raschieris@stocktonport.com
BOWLING SPORTS LOUNGE
* Hock-n-bowl * Large Screen T.V.
« Special Parties + Billiards

+ Field Trips
= Youth, Adult, Ssnior
and Family Leagues

= Sports Video

Conference Room

Pacific Ave Bowl Banquet Room Facilities

5939 Pacilic Ave
Stockton, CA 95207
Phone - (209) 477-0267

Your home for
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

+ Home of Port Stockton Nisei Tournament -

HamamMmoTO’s Baopy SHOP

KEVIN HAMAMOTD
OwWNER

FHUONE: (209) 463-1498
HAMAMOTOSES(PADL. COM

108 W. HAZELTON AVE
StockToON, CA 95203

In Loving Memory of

Kenji Takeuchi
October 27, 1920 - October 17, 2018
Derrick and Kevin and families

May the New Year be filled with
Peace, Good Health & Happiness

Mike Shibata

eliance
eal Estate, Inc.

A

Brian Nakashima / Realtor

2025 W. March Lane Ste. 5
Stockton, CA 95207

Cell: 209-601-7562

Email: bgnakashima@sbcglobal.net
www.RelianceRealEstate.NET

BRE # 01466875

Happy Holidays
Central Valley Asian American Chamber of Commerc
Leslie Nakao-Edman, Executive Director
209-405-2630

North West Pacific Risk

Risk Management & Safety Services
Property - Liability - Worker Safety

Steven Sue, ARM 209-329-0661
northwest.pacific@live.com

Season's Greetigs from

CHARTER WAY FLORIST
5620 N. Pershing Avenue
(209) 956-9087
Mario & George Pedregosa

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
The Sugawara Family
7827 Thornton Road
(209) 951-3761
www.globalautoparts.biz

Happy Holidays
Tom & Mayko Horita

Season’s Greetings
Yukiko Motoyoshi

Jim & Sally . ¥
Steven & Willaine | Holiday Greeting’s
Bradley & Rina Diekbis Nakade

and Tyler

Happy Holidays
from
The Nomura Family

RESTAURANT &

REST:
DELI:

Seasons Greetings!
Alice K. Fujii & Family

Lgit/a/)/r)y- ﬁﬁﬁcﬁgJ

JOHN & MARLANA BAKMAS
Stockton Chapter

(209) 951
(209) 951
(209) 951

DE
-41
=2
-4 1

www.davewongsrestaurant.com

2828 W. MARCH LN.
STOCKTON, CA 95219
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Come home for the holidays

Please call
to schedule your
complementary
lunch & tour

RIO LAS PALMAS

Five STARMSENIOR LIVING™
877 East MarcH LANE * STocKTON

209-957-4711

www. RioLasPalmasRetirement.com

o, &8

RCFE #397004515




Happy Holidays | Mele Kalikimaka! | HAPPY HOLIDAYS Happy New Year A
PPy Y Suellen U. & T.Ted The Yagis From Tsiitsumi Farm /L{(XZ’ 4 Ml%‘é‘w’ - PEACE -
Keith & Christina Yoneda & Family Frank & Hiro ) : . Bob & Gladys Ikeda
Yoshikawa | Hau'oli Makahiki Hou! Stockton, CA Gary and Joyee | Bob & Sally Tanaka -
: Season’s Greetings BAPET HOLIDAYS Happy Holidays! IT.O FAMILY Happy Holidays
Happy Holidays K & Carl THE MATSUMOTOS Jim & Sumi Tok, Lil, Rayne, Scott Kent, Gail & Kyle
Hieolio M ALy . AT Taiga, Trevor, Kimi, Paul, Kochi Warren & Tl
1TOKO IN1ta Morita Kristina and Stephanie Stockton, CA 7 grandchildren

Season’s Greetings
ANDY’S
MOWER & SAW
TORO-SNAPPER-ECHO

Trimmers - Blowers
Lawn Mowers

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS
2377 Waterloo Rd
Stockton, CA 95205

Robert Kishi
(209) 465-2693

LOUIE'S MMARKET
Y, \ q .
L]

Season’s Greetings
CoConwro
M1 Japanese Bistro & Sushi Bar

Atsuko & Russell Takeda

3499 Brookside Rd., Ste B
2105 Pacific Avenue Phone: (209) 451-0398
Stockton, CA 95204 Phone: (209) 941-6053

Season’s Greetings
THE ISHIDAS

Alfred & Irene
Stockton, CA

Happy New Year
Ryan, Amy,
Payton, Chloe and
Royce Whitmore

Season’s Greetings
Mark H. Nishiki MD
3625 Heron Lakes Court
Stockton, CA 95219

MARK KOMURE@ OPTOMETRY

Mark Komure, O.D.

2087 Grand Canal Blvd., Suite 15 P (209) 477-0296

F (209) 478-7322

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! | Season’s Greetings
CLARK & JUDY Bando Junjiro
MIZUNO Japanese Classical Dance
TRACY, CA Stockton, CA

Enjoy the Holidays

Henry & Alice Happy New Year
Hirata Nancy E. Baba
Stockton

Stockton, CA 95207

Funeral Home & Chapel - 14165 N. Beckman Road - Lodi, CA
Funeral Home - 831 Industrial Way - Lodi, CA
Cemelery - Harney Lane at Highway 99 - Lodi, CA
Lodi (209) 334-9613  Stockton (209) 944-9898
Proudly serving the Japanese community in Lodi and Stockton since 1940
FD 1o57 wiw.cherokeememorial.com FD 1672

NELSON NAGAI

@
KALE

WINES

POST OFFICE BOX 273
NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94559
C 209.423.633)

F 707.224.404)

WWW. KALEWINES.COM

* SAHFURA

JAPAM&QE GROCERIES & GIFTS
4343 Pacific Ave., A-4 M-F  10:00 am — 7:00 pm

Stockton, CA 95207 Sal.  9:00am -~ 6:00 pm
Phone (209) 477-3939 sakuragroceries(@yahoo.com

Season’s Greetings

KENNETH Y. NATSUHARA, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

The Fountains
3031 W. March Ln., #340 East
Stockton, California 95219
(209)957-6004

Season’s Greetings

Robert K Fujii, D.D.S.

Preventive Family Dentistry

1833 West March Lane
Stockton, CA 95207
(209) 952-5140

Pacific Window Tint

Exclusive Mobile Service
Automotive-Commercial-Residential

7277 Pacific Ave,
Stockton, CA 95207
WWW.PWTINT.NET

Evan Wong
(209) 954-9896
CA Lic #896816

Craig K. Hisaka
I ' 0.0, M.PH., FAAQ.

Opfomfria @!mp. John K. Fujii, 0.D.

3133 W, March Ln, Ste 2020
Stockton, California 95219
(209) 951-0820 - Fax (209) 951-2348

Happy Holidays!
Tom & Zack Endow

Mewwy, Chistmas!
The Hatanaka’s
Cliff & Bonnie
Cheri, Paul, Kineta, Gerard
Jaime, Peter, Gracielle

Josephine Vo Laurel, O.D.

PACIEIC

WOUND CENTER
MEDICAL GROUP INC.

Kenneth K. Shimozaki, DPM

Wound Specialist / Clinical Research Coordinator

4722 Quail Lakes Dr., Ste. A, Stockton, Ca 95207
209-476-0675 * 209-476-9389 Fax

15138 Harlan Road
L athrop, CA 95330
209-858-1818

2610 S. Tracy Blvd
Tracy, CA 95376
209-830-8288

f @ wid

Jeff Tokunaga, CPCU

Principal

TRUEX

INSURANCE

p 209-477-1M

c 209-482-8101

e JTokunagadTruexins.com
Lic, # 0GBO306

Independently Owned
& Operated

6032 Pacific Ave 2221 McHenry Ave., Suite “I"
Stockton, CA 95207 Maodesto, CA 95350
(209) 957-1378 (209) 529-0447
Happy Halidays from Our Staff
Robert O. Endow Debra E. Hatanaka
Roy Uyeda Kenny Tokunaga
Tom Endow Cindi Zuiderduin
Griselda Mariscal David Knodt
Zachary Endow Melissa Solis
Ryan Provencio Miguel Melgoza

In Loving Memory of Edwin T. Endow
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Matsuyama Restaurant
Japanese Cuisine

@

Lodi: 209-368-3888

Stockton: 209-952-0688
Galt: 209-251-7652
Discovery Bay: 925-516-6298
Tracy: 209-836-5888
Livermore: 925-454-1838

cAlery hisinas/

A <

- are thrilled to introduce
<
4

Born October 17, 2018
1014 am
Gibx 30z, 19 inches
.

-

‘2 ROGER EDWIN ENDOW
Stockton JACL's newest member

v

Salinas Valley

Melvin & June Aoki Janice Higashi
Jason & Yoko Barraca Ken & Lyn Higashi
Pam& & Phillip Durkee ~ Shari Higashi
lori & Will Eitoku-Wong ~ Larry Hirahara
Bonnie & Kurt Dillard Paul & Sumi lchiuji
Tom Fukui Don |keda
Gabriel Golub Jared lkeda
Erica Hashiba Reiko Ikeda
Dina Hayashi Edith lkemoto
Cookie & Henry Hibino Bob & Carolyn Inouye
Gary Higashi Brian shii

Linden & lanice Ishii

SALINAS VALLEY

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM ALL OUR MEMBERS

Roberta T Itani Lily Matsunaga

Susan Jones Don & Lorrie Mikuni
Minako Kamimura Ben Miyaoka

Marjorie Kanyer Prashant Naidu

Burke Kennedy Brandon Nguyen

Grant Kennedy Rene Nichols

Gall Kitaj Bob & Mary Ok
Nellie Kitamura Shigeharu & Yuki Okamura
Gene Kobayashi Valerie & Davis Onitsuka
Ray Kuwahara Daryl & Stuart Osaki
Bryan Louie Fred Oshima

Michelle Lupisan Cedric Otsuki

Haruko Sakasegawa
Mae Sakasegawa
Norman Sato
lane Shigemasa
Gary Tanimura
Sakako Taniumura
Jim Tashiro

Ann Trammell
Edward Trujillo
Gene Tsukamoto
Bob Uemura

Fumiko Urabe

Merry Christmas and

Wishing all a Very Happy New Year

from

Charlie and Darlene Bagshaw
and

Alex Sakata

Rafael Vargas

Herb & Sandy Wong

Doris Yamamoto

Kari Yamamoto

Tracy Yamamoto

Noriko & Mariko Yamashita
Ryan Yasukawa

Fusako Yonemitsu

Kathy Yonemistu

Koichiro & Ekiko Yonemitsu

Don & Annie Yoshimura

JACL member?

[J0$50 [C1$100 [C1$150
1%$200 CJother

Zip

Pacific Citizen Newspaper
123 Ellison S. Onizuka St. #313
Los Angeles, CA 90012
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
(213) 620-1767

201905

SIPRINE

CAMPAIGN

Visit: www.PacificCitizen.org

click “Donate”

P L e e e e L e e e e e L L T

Donate to the Pacific Citizen’s mission: “Educate on the past Japanese American experience and
preserve, promote and help the current and future AAPI experience.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




PACIFIC CITIZEN

123 Ellison S. Onizuka St., Suite 313
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Tel: (213) 620-1767

Email: pc@pacificcitizen.org
Website: www.pacificcitizen.org

© 2017-2018 The Pacific Cilizen
newspaper (ISSN: 0030-8579) is published
semimonthly (except once in December
and January) by the Japanese American
Citizens League. Pacific Cilizen

123 Ellison 5. Onizuka St., Suite 313

Los Angeles, CAG0012

Periodical postage paid at Los Angeles, CA
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
National JACL,

1765 Sutter St., San Francisco, CA 94115
OFFICE HOURS — Mon.-Fri,, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Pacific Time

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

JACL MEMBERS: $12 of the national dues
provide one year on a one-per-house-

hold basis. NONMEMBERS: 1 year — $50
payable in advance. Additional postage per
year — $50 International Delivery. (Subject
to change without notice.) Periodical
postage paid at Los Angeles, Calif.

Permission: No part of this publication may
be reproduced without express permission
of the publisher. Copying for other than
personal or internal reference use without
the express permission of P.C. is prohibited.

Executive Editor:
Allison Haramoto

Senior Editor Digital/Social Media:
George T. Johnston

Business Manager:
Susan Yokoyama

Circulation Manager: Eva Lau-Ting

Production Designer:
Marie Samonte

Production Assistant: Cindy Siu

NEWS AD DEADLINE FRIDAY
BEFORE DATE OF ISSUE.

Editorials, news and the opinions
expressed by columnists other than the
national JACL president or national director
do not necessarily reflect

JACL policy. Events and products
advertised in the Pacific Cilizen do

not carry the implicit endorsement of

the JACL or this publication.

We reserve the right to edit articles.

PACIFIC CITIZEN EDITORIAL BOARD:
Rob Buscher, chairperson: open, EDC; Ron
Kuramcto, MDC: Marcia Chung, CGCDC; Jim
Duff, NCWHNPDC, Chip Larcuche, PNWDC;
Rhianna Taniguchi, IDC; John Saito Jr.,
PSWDC Juli Yoshinaga, youth rep.

JAPANESE AMERICAN
CITIZENS LEAGUE

1765 Sutter St., San Francisco, CA 94115
Tel: (415) 921-5225; Fax: (415) 9314671

Foundedin 1929 JACL is the nation's cldest
and largest Asian American civil and human
rights organization with a 10,000 membership
base JACL has 112 chapters nationwide, three
regional cffices, a Washingcon, D.C, office anda
national headguarters in San Francisco. JACL's
rission is to secure and uphold the hurman

and civil richts of Japanese Americans and all
Americans while presening our cultural heritage
and values.

NATIONAL BOARD

President: Jeffrey Moy, WP General Operations:
Marissa Kitazawa, WP Public Affairs: Sarah
Baker: VP Planning and Development: Matthew
Farrells; WP Membership: Haruka Roudebush;
Secretary/Treasurer: James Kirihara; Mational

Y outh/student Council Chair:

Kota Mizutani; MY /SC Youth Representative:
Iieko Kuramaoto, Brandon Mita, Legal Counsel

DISTRICT GOVERNORS:

Carol Kawase, NCWNP; Roberta Barton, CCDC;
Carol Kawamncto, PSW, Chip Larouche PRNVY,
Janet Komcto, 1DC; Betsy Sato, MDC:; Scott
MNakamura, EDC

MNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Executive Director: David fnote;, Membership
Coordinator: Marko Fufimoto, Membership/Data
Entry: Tomiko fsmail Bookkesper: Mel Kuang

REGIONAL OFFIGES
Morthern California-\Wwestern MevadaPacific
District: Patty Wada

Nh{% o the edifor

e other day, my son asked me to take him to a friend’s party. When [ asked him for
the address, [ immediately noticed that the house was located only one block over
from my grandparent’s old house, which my mother and her sister sold after they

passed away. [ hadn’t been to that part of town in years. But my heart leapt.

Before dropping him off, I made a point to stop across the street from the house, and
mnstantly, memories from my childhood came flooding back into the forefront of my mind.

It was in that very house that I spent precious, countless years having family get-
togethers, Christmas and New Year's parties, playing from the homemade swing that my
grandpa made that hung from the huge tree in the front yard (still there today!) and having “midnight snacks™ of
ice cream and warm cookies that grandma would make for my sister and [ — literally waking us up from sleep —

whenever we slept over.

Although my son never had the pleasure of meeting my grandparents or seeing the inside of that wonderful house,
[ made a point to tell him vital smippets about my memories spent there before sending him off to his party.

It's “Merry Memories” such as these that remind me of the importance of having them in our lives. [ was able to
share with my son a brief snapshot of my life, which has played a huge role in helping shape the young man he is

becoming today.

The best thing about memories? Each day is a new opportumty to make more.

As JACL and the Pacific Citizen head into their 90th anniversaries in 2019, it 's a wonderful time to reflect upon this
tremendous milestone and celebrate all that 1s still to come. Let’s continue to thrive and survive together. All of us.
“Merry Memories” one and all to share for future generations to come.

‘Merry Memories’ ...............

By F.C. Staff

From the Executive Director

By David Inous

Honoring Creativity ............

By Kristen Taketa

A Philadelphia Story: Memories of
the Children ........................

By Robr Buscher

The Merry Memories of the NY/SG ..... 26

By Misko Kuramoto and Cailiin Takerds

Washington: Preserving Memoties

By Patti Hirahara

Bridging Generations and Cultures
With Japanese Dance .........

By Connie K, Ho

JCG Hits a Major Milestone

By Chantes James

Year in Review: 2018 .........
Meet JACL's Newest Board Members .. 43

Alameda ........ccccceevvrccinenenn, 31
Arizona ... 40
Berkeley ........ccccovcveiiercenncnnnn, 64
Boise Valley .........cccccevcvecneens 27
CHICAEE wunnnmmsannmsang 10
(1)1 {17141 2 1 { O————— 40
[H (1] 27
Contra Costa ...........ccccceveenene 30
DAYION . 07
Detroit .......cooveeeeerereeen, 44
Eden Township .........cccceeneen. 11
Florin-Sacramento................. 67
Fresno .......ccceeeevencnnceenneens 12
Greater L.A. Singles ............. 54
Holiday Helpers ...........ccveueen. 70
Idaho Falls ........ccccocvveuennnenn. 44
] 2" 12| 4
T |, 27
Mile-High.......ccccooeveeeererreenne 19
Monterey Pennisula ................ 34

Stovy uder

................... 6 Extending Redress: My University,

— Allison Haramoto,
Executive Editor

My Ancestors ...............occoooveveveen. 46
.............. ] By EfG Langowski
National/Community News ............. 52
.................. 16
‘Barons of the Sea’ .......................... %
By George T Johnsthos
.................. 18 Creating Heartfelt Memories .......... 57
By Marsha Alzuimi
The JACL Story of Redress ........... 56

Memories of Japan in the

Holiday $eason ................c.c.cococcoevu..... 61

ML DIYMPLS ..coosvnismamsmsmsmonssons 54
New England ...........cccoceeeeee 44
Olympia ....ccoevererceeeeerenene 54
(0]1) F: 1 - [ 34
Pocatello-Blackfoot ............... 40
Portland ..o 21
Puyallup Valley ...................... 54
Riverside ........cccocvevveecercennne. 44
Salinas Valley ..........cccceeeuee. 04
Salt Lake City........cccecceveennnee 54
San Diego .....cccceeeeeecerceeee £
San Fernando Valley ............. 48
DA JOSE s 27
Santa Barbara ...........cccoceneene. 40
SBATHE s B0
SeqUOIA .....cooeeeveieerreceninen s 08
Silicon Valley ...........cccuenu.. 22
Snake River .........ccceeeeernee. 4
Sonoma County ........ccceeeenennna. 41
St. LOUIS oo 4

E L T
=y (W ASIawWa

35 Elder Law: Kids Will Be Kids,

Evenas Adults ................ccccooooo....... €3
By Judad REatsanaga
""""""""" 36 In Memoriam 2018 ......................... 68

Ad nder

SEOCKION .vccnmmimmnsisivan 02
DL £ 11 L ————— 20
Venice-West LA ... 07
Ventura County ........cccooeennnee 06
Wall of Fame .........cccovevennnee 60
Wasatch Front North .............. 07
Washington, D.C...................... 4
WISCONSIN ...ccocvevvevcveemns e 31
DISTRICT COUNCILS:

5 2 ] 1 PR 44
EDG ... 41
MDG ... 1|
Intermountain ...........c.ccee..... 20
Pacific Northwest ................... 07
Pacific Southwest ................... 4
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Season’s Greelings
Happy New Year from

Ventura County
KEITH and SHARON the Oxnard Buddhist Temple! happy holldﬂvs @'
HARADA See you soon!

HAPPY NEW YEAR e Sl Wiatinabe & e OFT Sangha John and Carol Asari P

Ventura COLlllly 250 South H St., Oxnard, California 93030 s ——a
JACL web site Tel. (805) 483-5948 009377
Website: www.oxnardbuddhisttemple.org ot "
www.vcjaclorg Email: mail@oxnardbuddhisttemple.org JULIE HIRAISHI
Y vas s
(,// LAPCIY (/}%'; ahitra Office: (805) 9874746
REALTOR
Karen, Daniel and Thank you 80 5-444-—562.2 = Cell: (805) 377-3665
Elizabeth Hiroyasu : P

John Hikuchig

for your service to o :
“RKSHI R i Californin email: m‘mwm
“# Qﬂ Ventura County! , ; : Realty
Hotig, Best wishes as you :
> WPU 3y Emamll homes(a SharonM.com PO. Box 1532
’Wm oomplele your Web: www SharonM .com Camanllo, CA 93011
doctorate studies!
NObY Reide” 50N .f:urh:.n:.;?m:: -1, l‘.::r::::f:’:; cA :’f‘_‘””
| [
RepPY Fatiy, VISION ANALYSIS *T'm 'an g’
prom 7 (805) 485-8302 o e - LU050K8 Ww
Nathan, ]cnva‘ - FAX (805) 485?02? W &HM
Abby, and Mika . Jyncoinc@aol.com i
Inouye ) . ’ Chﬂ.r Fﬂ.[kfnstfm
Dr. Kevin K. Hirano
_ ] ] ¥ g tes S —=\Saws ) OPTOMETRIST
Tatls Holr. Bosii = HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
CAMARILLO, Ca. 93010 jﬂﬂl&f 9/ Nﬂ-@mum CO., Inc. FROM
:::;?vm 5900 N. ROSE AVENUE 3185 OLD CONEJO ROAD TEL (805) 499-0454 Mark & Anne
FOR MEN AND WOMEN PO.BOX 1172 NEWBURY PARK. CA 91320 Fax (B80S5) 499-8314 ChI|COtt
987-6240 GARY Y. NAKAMURA OXNARD, CA 93032
Hu H 0|Id ﬂ S ‘ . ‘\/\ “When it'’s time 1o buy, sell or lease your home, you need
Dw y | g professionals who understand the meaning of success.”

The Kujiraoka’s
Scott, Yasuko, Kevin, and Keith

2uif SEASONS GREETINGS
Frank & Betty Hiji Family

@7({{/}/)2/ @75()/1})(({//@.
A S B

/ﬂ" \ .m,_“;m; NateHarimoto@gmail.com

www.HarimotoHaas.com
Mate License 800980550 Shane License s01505864

uin NATE HARIMOTO | SHANE HAAS

Aviara Real Estate
-

congratulates the 2018 Merry Christmas!
W SChOIGrShip Awardees Please join us for a Christmas celebration service

on Sunday December 23 11 a.m.

. Dr. Tom Taketa
: Memorial SChO|ﬂr3hip Japanese American Christian Chapel
Colin Takeda 300 Mission Drive Camarillo. CA 90310 (805)384-9333
Outstanding Scholar Award
‘% W Ihgs Isabella Scott Akimi Johnson
Scholar Award

W Mia Lee Madeleine Tawa
MMWWWWWW James Kakazu Memorial Scholarship
Sarah Taketa

Ayako Akahoshi Memorial Scholarship

MAYEDA FARMS, INC. Marissa Hiji
dba Mayeda Cut Flower Company Yoshiro Katsura Memorial Scholarship
Matthew Saiki

3006 Etting Road ;
o Oxnard, CA 93033

Tel: 805-488-1538 _
VENTURA‘COUNTY

Fax: 805-488-1170

JE Ny Oty 3 | 35 o0y Holidy, 3 Ehagier s S Friangs = 805 482-6564 mes
M Tﬂuﬂ? ands in : Bob & Masako Arimura mr-“M‘I!.grnznilza-v::pwftil:’!l.wl- 1000 g
D  burme Petstons e " John & Julle Hiralshl 2216 PICKWICK DR., CAMARILLO
35967 208 mourancesmdithtanala com Francis and Gayle Fujioka Mioke Hiroshima \ www.chestersasia.com {)
!lnlnﬂl lllu'gnu & Christopher Uralne
g Harry and Janet Kajlhara ﬁ _
socalTECH.com Yuzo & Gene Y. Matsutsuyu  Kathy Kanamod | 00 pr/ S e
Southern California’s Source for High Tech News Edwin & Marcia Miyasaka K. Victor Kato 2_\ AZ uma K]kusu e
Ken & Lily Sugino Betty Katsura . r
‘ Dorene & Jim Tsukida Alke O King Classical Japanese Dance
Find new customers Prentiss Uchida & Kathleen Lucht  BIll & Marian Kia ﬁ Instructor/Chorcographer
Research local technology companies Yas & Claudla Umeda Roy & Eml Kod Classes - age4 to adult
Track your clients and the high tech industry Jo Ann Van Reenan & Les Kopel Giadys Kohatsul #
Jessica & Christopher Wan _ Jennifer Kuo 808.651.2061 tell:.sba.b’d-?.{;sm FAX
Benjamin E Kuo Jason & Lilly Anne Tamal than Kuo ﬁ kikusue azimacgmail.com
ben@socaliech com http/www.socaltech.com ’.I' & Irene Yabu ie Kuo 'l G WIWW.azuma-us.com
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Ventura County

Marysville

DCH Lexus of Oxnard

877-626-5430
DCHLexusofOxnard.com
1640 Auto Center Dr Oxnard, CA

Supporting Ventura County JACL

Dayion

QusOnS Greetingg

June Kondo and Reiko Kondo

Wasatch

Best WViskes %’7" te New Year!

Margsoille_JACL.

Mike Watanabe, MSW
President & CEO .Y
20005, Crenshaw Bivd,  tf ‘A"-Pflj
Los Angeles, California 90016

wwaw.aadapinc.org
TEL: (323) 293-6284

Asian American Drug Abuse Program

"l

FuRaiBo

Over 100 Locations in Japan

Edelweiss
Flower Boutique

flowers + plants - gifts

worldwide wire service

1722 ocean park blvd.
santa monica, california 90405

Elizabeth Seiji

Japanese Spoken
(310) 452-1377
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from members of the

DAYTON JACL CHAPTER

DAYTCN, CHIO

Venice-WLA
Happy Holidays!

Venice-West Los Angeles
JACL Chapter

John Saito, Ir. Amy Watanabe
Kenneth Ota Carole Yamakoshi
Sharon Kumagai Keith Kawamoto
Kuni Shimoguchi Sam Shimoguchi

Annia Yoshizumi James Yamamoto
Jean Shigematsu Shannon Tsumaki
Jordyn Terukina Macy Matsukawa
Kelly Dekitani

P.O. Box 251436
Los Angeles, CA 90025
venicewlajacl@gmail.com
www.venicewlajacl.org
Facebook: Venice-West LA JACL
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Wasatch Front

North JACL
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Ben, Fcllpa, Mark, Tani,
Melanie, Hiroshi, George, Traci
Nolan & Michelle

Fooo To Taxke Out

Aki Restaurant
' ' Japanese CuisiNe 479-8406

11513 Santa Mownica Buvo.
Thank You for Your Support. Los AnceLes, Caur. 30025

Yamaguchi Bonsai Nursery

BONSAI AND BONSAI SUFPPLIES
QUALITY PLANTS, POTTERY AND GARDEN ACCESSORIES

1905 Sawtelle Blvd., Los Angeles, Ca 90025 - (310) 473-5444
www.yamaguchinursery.com

Have the Merriest of Holidays
and a Safe and Prosperous New Year

from the

Pacific Northwest

District Council

Officers

Governor Chip Larouche
Vice Governors Eileen Yamada Lamphere
Setsy Sadamoto Larouche

Secretary Stan Shikuma
Treasurer Sheldon Arakaki
Historian Vacant

Youth Reps Tammy Le/Jess Jaunich

Chapter Presidents

Alaska Suzanne & Patrick Regan
Gresham-Troutdale Terry Nishikawa
Olympia Bob Nakamura
Portland Marleen lkeda Wallingford
Puyallup Valley Eileen Yamada Lamphere
Seattle Sarah Baker
Spokane Ben Furukawa
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In celebrating thie year’s Holiday (egue
theme, ‘MERRY MEMORIES,’ the
Pacific Citizen asked JACLere to reflect
upon their time with the organization ag it
prepareg to celebrate ite 9Oth annivereary

in 2019.

'B&ﬂq Sals,

MDC District Governor

Although now I know JACL pri-
marily as a civil rights organization,
when I first got involved, my interest
had very little to do with civil rights.
We first moved to Clincinnati in the
early 1970s in the midst of the Japan/
America auto trade war . . . . Our
local JACL chapter was planning
a series of teachers” workshops to
educate local teachers about the
culture and history of Japan so that
they could offset some of the ugly
fictions that were circulating,

I'was discovered as the brand-new
teacher of Japanese (and other East
Asian) history at the University of
Cincinnati. And so, they got me.
My husband and I were excited to
share our enthusiasm for Japanese
history, language and culture and to
work to help bridge the culture gap.

That initial engagement with our
local JACL led to participation in
the annual picnic (now evolved
to an inside potluck) and working
on the JACL booth at Cincinnati’s
International Festival,

Before long, one or the other of us
became a pretty consistent presence
on the chapter board, Then someone
pointed out that it would be fun for us
toattend a Midwest District Council
meeting to represent our chapter.
They promised lots of nice people
from all over the Midwest — it was
true. We met Bill Yoshino,

He suggested more programs about
Japanese culture, and eventually,
we began to add a section on
incarceration to our workshop pre-
sentations.

So, my connection with Cincinnati
JACL started by links to Japanese
history and culture but gradually
grew to an interest in Japanese
American history and because of
the issues raised by incarceration
to issues of civil rights.

It is the ability of JACL as an or-
ganization to evolve and respond to
important issues both for Japanese
Americans and others that has al-
lowed it to remain vital for 90 years.
No group can maintain its energy
or the interest of its members if it
does not evolve and respond to is-
sues of the day that resonate with
its core values,

JACL has been fortunate to have
had leaders with foresight and wis-
dom and the ability to guide the
organization through challenging
issues. JACL has also been fortunate

to have a general membership that
isn'tafraid to challenge its leadership
on issues. This has led to the kind
of vital debate that, while stressful
at the time, makes for a stronger
organization.

As an organization, JACL has
figured out how to nurture young
leaders, which ensures the vitality
and continuity of the organization.

Itis this ability to grow and change
with the times and to respond with
thought and intelligence to issues
of civil rights and justice that make
me proud to be a JACL member.
Without groups like JACL willing
to speak out thoughtfully and force-
fully on vital issues, our democracy
cannot survive.

v/

%

Chip 1avsuche,

Pacific Northwest
District Governor

As T look back on my involve-
ment with JACL, there are a lot
of great memories of past conven-
tions, meeting dignitaries like Sec.
Norm Mineta, Sen. Dan Inoue and
Congressman Mike Honda, but my
best personal memory with JACL
during my 19-year tenure (not long
compared to many of my colleagues)
would have to be attending the Con-
aressional Gold Medal Ceremony
for the Nikkei soldiers of the 442nd
Combat Regiment, the 100th Bat-
talion and the Military Intelligence
Service.

As a retired soldier myself, and
the son of a Dad who also served in
World War Ilin the Army Air Corps,
I've always had a special place in my
heart for the brave military members
who fought the tyranny of the Axis
powers, which earned them the nick-
name of the “Greatest Generation™
that was coined by Tom Brokaw.

[ still remember the hundreds of
veterans that came to the ceremony,
a number of whom were awarded
belated Bronze Stars for their heroic
service, and the great treatment that
the Portland contingent received
from our two senators who even
wheeled some of the veterans into
the ceremony site in the Capitol
Rotunda. Sadly, many of these sol-
diers have passed away since that
ceremony in 2011, but the smiles
on their faces when they received
their medals will never be erased
from my memory.

As JACL celebrates its 90th an-
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niversary in 2019, you have to ask
yourself, “What has been the key to
our longevity?” Certainly, the great
Nisei veteran story is a big part of
it, but you have to believe that the
JACL effort to gain redress for the
World War II incarceration of its
citizens and residents, which in-
cluded an apology from our gov-
ernment for abusing their civil and
human rights, has been part of our
longevity. Can we keep up that
momentum for another 90 years?
I'm not sure I have that answer.

There are certainly civil rights is-
sues that need to be addressed and
solutions that need to be developed.
I'm certainly proud to have been part
of this effort for the last 19 years, and
I'hope to be able to contribute for a
few more, but just like in technol
ogy, where we are always looking
for the next “killer app,” we need to
find and own the next key solution
that makes us live up to our slogan
of being “Better Americans in a
Greater America.”

Conel Yawame,
NCWNP District
Governor

My foremost JACL memories are
what I term “Defining Memories.”
I’ve been asked many times about
my longstanding commitment to
JACL. Being a member for 50 years
is indeed a long time, but I'm not
alone. A vast number of our members
are lifelong, stalwart supporters of
JACLand they have given me many
defining memories that keep me
grounded and working for what’s
truly important in our community.

My first connection with the So-
noma County Chapter Board started
witha conversation witha past JACL
JAY's mentor. As soon as [ returned
to home base, Margarette Murakami
called to ask if I'd be interested
in being a chapter board member.
“Sure,” 1 said, uncertain if [ was
really suited for the challenge of
serving on what would have been
my first board appointment. Then her
very next question was if I would
be chapter board secretary. What a
leap of faith!

During my tenure on the chapter
board, we would more likely than
not be challenged with many of the
issues surrounding civic engagement,
civil and human rights and social

at least another 90 years?

advocacy. Always on my shoulder
was another esteemed chapter board
member who [ called my “social
justice angel,” Mei Nakano would
be the first to speak into my ear of
who, what, when, where and why
we should address the social justice
issue of the moment. When she
decided to retire those righteous
wings, | mentioned how her shoes
were going to be hard to fill. With
her knowing smile, she replied, “The
next generation would just have to
step up.” Not sure if [ can fill those
shoes, but her tireless commitment
to social justice keeps me motivated
to keep the pace.

I was given the rare opportunity
to attend the first joint JACL/OCA
Washington, D.C. Leadership Sum-
mit. At the time, Patrick and Lily
Okura were generous supporting par-
ticipants in the program and hosted
adinner in their home. As a 50-year
stalwart champion for human and
civil rights, he was very disheartened
to see that history keeps repeating
itself. He opined that JACL will
always be needed as a watchdog to
protect human and civil rights for
all. The current political atmosphere
seems like it has set the tone for a
huge leap backwards in regards to
civility and abrogation of certain
inalienable rights. In reflecting on
my 50 years in JACL, his observa-
tion of history repeating itself indeed
seems true.

As JACL's 90th anniversary ap-
proaches, questions abound. Is JACL
still relevant? Is history repeating
itself? Are we committed to our
strategic plan? Does the JA com-
munity need strong leaders? Is the
organization needed in the next 90
years? I often think back to those
defining memories in conversation
with my mentors, and the answer
almost always comes up — YES!

Dawvid wsue
JACL Executive
Director

Since becoming Executive Direc-
tor, my favorite personal memory is
from my first address at the Sayonara
Banquet (in 2017), where as [ was
speaking, Icould hear my son getting
upset at the other side of the room.
It reminds me of all the other family
interactions | have had with JACL,
both myself as a child and with my
own family. Italso ties nicely to this

They were asked to reflect upon the
ollowing questions:

* Looking back on your involvement with JACL, what is your
hest personal memory of the organization during your tenure?

» As JACL celebrates its 90th anniversary, what do you believe
is the key to its longevity? And regarding that longevity, how
does JACL best keep that momentum to make sure it lasts

 What makes you most proud to be a JACL member?

past year when my son accompanied
me as [ walked through the banquet
and met with some of the tables.
Ultimately, for me, JACL is a part
of who my family has been and is.

JACL existed before we actually
did. Thatis because we rose from lo-
cal organizations that would become
the first chapters. This past year,
several of those chapters celebrated
their 90th anniversaries, well in
advance of the national organization
this coming new year. Itis with the
strength of our nationally diverse
chapters and members that we will
continue in the years to come, re-
gardless of what challenges we face
and shall overcome.

[T am most proud of the] impact
that JACL can have on issues at the
national level that I see impacting my
own family. Although it seems less
important when putin the context of
large-scale issues such as the Muslim
ban and family separations, I have
been able toengage in dialogue with
both Major League Baseball and the
NFL in the wake of incidents over
the past year or so.

Inevitably, I emphasize the impor-
tant role that sports do play in setting
cultural norms and am able to convey
the direct impact on my own family
because of my own son’s increasing
interest in sports. The breadth and
depth of JACL’s engagement in many
issues is something for all of us to
be proud of as members.

deftvey ey, .
Current JACL National
President

Thinking about my time as a JACL
member brings up so many wonder-
ful memories for me. Perhaps my
recent marriage is making me biased,
but my favorite personal memory is
meeting my wife ata JACLeventin
2010. We were both invited to meet
with college students at a dinner to
speak about life as a young profes-
sional in Washington, D.C. Although
it was several years before we started
dating, it's a memory that I think of
quite fondly in retrospect. T his year,
['was lucky enough to also attend a
couple of weddings for other close
friends who I met through JACL,
It’s given me a lot of opportunities
to reflect upon the great work we've
done, the fun times we’ve had and the
wonderful community I've become
a part of during my tenure,
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This community is critical to the
longevity of JACL. It is easy to take
for granted what a special place
JACL is. Whether we joined because
of the advocacy work, a program or
something else, there are so many
opportunities to meetamazing people
in your own local area and all over
thecountry. We come from different
places, from different generations
and from different back grounds,
but we find commonality through
a shared sense of community and
social justice.

It’s easy at times to be frustrated
by our differences or make assump-
tions about a common understand -
ing that isn’t always there. But we
need to remind ourselves that what
matters at the end is that we areall
willing to stand together as one to
fight against the injustice that we
see in this country. I'm proud of
our work and the great legacy of our
community, and I look forward to
continuing to fight for social justice
as we celebrate our 90th anniversary
and beyond.

Floyd tter,
Past JACL President
and Executive Director

9/11 was one of the most cata-
strophic incidents of the century,
and its direct impact on the Asian
American community was signifi-
cant. The JACL was the first civil
rights organization to call for reason
and calm in the immediate aftermath
of thetragedy. Being aware of how
hysteria can engulf a nation, while
we condemned the action, we asked
the nation not to react and repeat the
regrettable reactions that stismatized
Japanese Americans at the bombing
of Pearl Harbor.

Many of our leaders, including
President George W. Bush, repeated
that same caution as we saw many
Americans turn to violence and
hate against all Muslims. It became
evident that the caution that we ex-
pressed from the JACL was heard
by many, and I am sure our actions
helped to avoid more hatred than
was displayed during that time. As
the JACL National Presidentduring
that period, I worked with our JACL
National Executive Director, John
Tateishi, in immediately putting out
a press release to urge caution and
avoid racial profiling.

The major key to the longevity
and effectiveness of the JACL is
the willingness of its members to
remain engaged in the community.
We have not only been engaged in
thecauses of the Japanese American
community but have as a united
effort supported and spoken up for
other communities of color and other
groups that have been persecuted for
one reason or another. Community
engagement will ultimately mea-
sure our longevity as a civil rights
organization. As generations move
forward, new issues will arise, and
it is essential that the newer genera-
tion as individuals and as a group be

encouraged and provided a pathway
to community engagement. It isalso
important to continuvally work to
increase membership and get more
young people to join the JACL.

The fact that so many within the
JACL are willing to stand up and
fight for others is the essential value
that the JACL has exemplified in the
fight for justiceand equity. Helping
others in light of the atrocities that
our community has faced is giving
back to others who havebeen placed
in similarsituations as we have. The
unselfish woik of the JACL stands
outas a value that few organizations
have established.

Floyd Shimsmua,
Past JACL National
President

My best memory is when I testi-
fied before Congress as National
JACL President in support of redress
on June 27, 1984. I was only 36.
Reviewing my notes, I said, “The
redress effort — which started within
JACL — is a grassroots effort. It has
been conducted from my JACLers
kitchen table. It has been funded
on $5 and $10 contributions. My
chapters have raised money through
raffles, through chicken teriyaki
sales and through the sale of books.
Following such a chapter event, it
is not unusual to receive a check
for, say, $137.27 ‘for redress.” It
almost breaks my heart to receive
such a check knowing the effort
which went into it and the profound
belief in our system of democracy
which it represents. Notonly thata
great wrong wasdone in 1942, buta
simple faith that this great Congress
— today, in 1984, when given all the
evidence — will right that wrong.
Despite barbed -wire fences and 40
years of Congressional inaction,
such faith still burns brightly in our
Japanese American community.”

Thekey to JACL s longevity is in
its local chapter leadership and their
common fight for social justice. In
1929, local Nisei civic groups from
the West Coast met in Seattle. The
groups decided to form an umbrella
organization, which they named the
Japanese American Citizens League.
A league is an association of inde-
pendent organizations creating an
alliance for common action.

Even today, each local group (now
called “chapters”) has an equal vote
— regardless of its membership
size — when the JACL convenes
its National Council. This flexible
“bottoms up” structure has allowed
JACL to add and close chapters
over time. Structurally, JACL will
exist so long as it has two chapters.
Of course, the other key is the as-
tounding legacy of accomplishment
that this decentralized structure has
nurtured.

I am most proud of JACL’s lega-
cy, which is a 90-year struggle for
justice. While JACL’s role in the
enactment of redress legislation in

thel980s is known, many are not
aware of JACL’s earlier accomplish-
ments, in overturning thealien land
laws, gaining naturalization rights for
Issei, opposing anti-miscegenation
laws, defeating laws permitting hous-
ing discrimination and lobbying to
enact federal civil rights legislation.

Moreover, since redress, JACL
has continued to bea leading voice
for diversity in employment, col-
lege admissions and in the media.
More recently JACL has fought
for same-sex marriage and against
Islamophobia. Having served sev-
eral terms as National JACL Legal
Counsel, I know that this long and
unique history has made JACL a
classic bonafide civil rights organi-
zation, such as the NAACE which
enhances its ability to have its “friend
ofthecourt” briefs accepted in major
civil rights cases. In fact, many civil
rights lawyers vie to have JACL on
their briefs.

Past JACL National
President

My best memories of my 40-plus
years of being a JACL member
would have to be the privilege and
honor that I have had as a result of
being able to work with so many
amazing JACL ersduring that period.

I willapologize in advance for the
fact that the followin g listin g of my
fellow JACLers will undoubtedly
omit some very important people
who should have been included but
are not due to space limitations and
my oW1 poor memory.

The first five years of my JACL
experience was highlighted by the
fact htat I was mentored by so many
Niseis from our chapter (SELANO-
CO). JACLers like Clarence Nishizu,
Hiroshi Kamei, Jun Fukushima,
Richard and Evelyn Hanki were
very supportive of my efforts at the
chapter, districtand national levels.
They encouraged me to get involved
and supported me even during the
times thatI may have failed to live
up to their expectations.

The next significant period would
involve the time that I spent on the
National Board as JACL sought to
secure redress and reparations from
the U.S. government. As a National
Board member, I had the honor of
working with so many individuals
who worked so hard in order to se-
cure the historic redress legislation.

During this time, I learned so much
from so many but will always re-
member the words of then-JACL
President Harry Kajihara, as he
assured me that we will secure re-
dress since “we have justice on our
side.” This phrase has always been
my source of inspiration as I have
been fortunate, in subsequent years,
to have had the opportunity to work
with other communities as westrived
to create an America where “allare
valued and treated with respect.”

During the last 20 years, I have
worked with so many people who

have become lifelong friends, and
Iwould liketo close this partof my
memories by thanking Edwin Endow
and his wife, Debra Hatanaka, for
being by my side during some of
the most challengin g periods of my
association with JACL and a special
thank you to Alayne Yonemoto,
who encouraged me to reprise my
role as the governor of the PSW
District of JACL at a time that the
PSWD needed assistance in securing
a regional director for the PSWD.

Of course, no discussion about
people would be complete if I did not
thank my parents, wife, daughters,
their spouses and grandchildren for
their grand support over the many
years and forsharing this incredible
journey with me. I have been truly
blessed to have so many special
people in my life.

Lassy Odda,
Past JACL National
President

There are many things that stick
outas I reminisce about my experi-
ences in JACL. Someof my favorites
revolvearound the places I've been
and the peopleI’ ve had the pleasure
of meeting. Some of my fondest
memories of JACL revolve around
listening to and getting to know
some of the icons of redress: Daniel
Inouye, John Tateishi, Grayce Uye-
hara, Bob Matsui and Norm Mineta.

The key to the longevity of JACL
is the idea that we need to stand to-
getherto get what we want because
as individuals, our voiceis lost in the
crowd. Ourearly leaders understood
the political process and designed
the organization to train and nurture
leaders to step into the larger com-
munity so we have a place at the
table. Even then, we found during
the redress effort that in order to
advance our agenda, we needed
help — we couldn’t do it alone.

JACL is a great platform for
budding public servants to geta
relatively harmless way to receivean
introd uction to the election process.
In running for office in JACL, you
areamon g friends and while you’re
learning how to campaign and so-
licit support, if you win or lose an
election, you’re not alienating your
friends or making enemies. It's a
good training ground for running
for public office.

Ihavewarm memories of meeting
many members and listening to their
views when I was campaigning for
office. While JACL is comprised of
less than two percent of the JA popu-
lation, itis providing the leadership
for the whole population. Therearea
core group of folks that have a more
expansive view of the community
and its needs. JACL provides the
vehicle for these folks to address
these needs and to influence the
adjustments.

One of the proudest moments
I have as a JACL member is when
JACL stepped up as the first na-
tional organization to call a press
conference at the National Japanese

American Memorial to Patriotism
in Washington, D.C., almost im-
mediately after the attack on the
Twin Towers to caution the nation
to be thou ghtful about not targeting
immigrants as we were in the after-
math of the attack on Pearl Harbor.

We tried to remind the nation that
the racial prejudice, hysteria and
weak leadership led to a travesty
of justice. The Memorial serves as
a tangible reminder of the failed
policy, and we needed to be mind-
ful of our actions to not repeat the
mistakes of the past.

There are many advantages to be-
ing a member of JACL. Justbeing a
member gives some vnique benefits,
and the work of the organization
advances the larger community.
While I was not part of the redress
effort, learning about the process and
experiences acquired proved to be of
great value to me. One of the great
benefits of JACL is the credibility
we gained by participating in the
legislative process and succeed-
ing in getting an apology from the
government.

veb Buseher,

President Philadelphia
JACL and P C. Editorial
Board Chair

I remember at the 2016 National
Convention, the second year it was
held in Las Vegas, we had a lot of
the national AAPI advocacy orga-
nizations in attendance since it was
a presidential election year. After
about three days of not seeing the
outside of the Monte Carlo where
the convention was held (because
it was so hot outdoors during the
day, and we didn’t care to venture
out on the Vegas strip), a group
of us took taxis out to a Japanese
izakaya in the small Chinatown
area on the outskirts of the city. It
was a wonderful reprieve from the
superficiality of the Vegas casinos
and a much-needed opportunity
to enjoy good Japanese food in an
unlikely community space as we
strategized for voter registration
and other such topics.

For JACL to survive into the next
generation, we need to become more
relevant within contemporary social
justice spaces. This field changes
constantly and with it comes new
strategies for communicatin g those
issues and what strategies are most
effective for achieving various ad-
vocacy goals.

As an organization, JACL needs
to do a better job of not only listen-
ing to the youth, butallowing them
a greater degree of say in terms of
what issues JACL will advocate on
behalf of. That said, JACL is first and
foremost a community space, so we
need to make sure that this organiza-
tion remains open and inclusive to
members of all generations. There
is no single strategy that will help
us sustain the JACL,

» Gontinued on page 13
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Happy Holidays
from

Lisa Sloan

In memory of these and other friends and neighbors who raised their families,
contributed to their community, served their country, and enriched our lives.

Maryann Brandon - Masako H. Caswell - Mary Enta - Michae! Gallaga - June Harada « Jerry Harano
Hisa Hori * Agnes Morioka lbata * Kiyo [ha * Anna M. Ishii - Toshi ltoku * Toshio Joji - Nobuko Kadoi
Robert Hyun-Man Kang (Aoyama Hideo) * Henry Michio Karikemi « Yoshihiro Kawaguchi
Amy Emiko Kawamato « Amy Nishi Kawamoto « Yosh Kawano « Miyono Kenmotsu « Miho Kimura
Don T. Koizumi * Tsugiko Suzy Koyama * Frances Lau * David T. Maeshiba * James Matayoshi
Mikako Mazawa - James E. Meehan, Ir - John Kenji Miyasaki - Misu Miyata - Shirley Jean Murakami
Jean Tomiko Nakamoto - Nancy Nakamoto « Fusae Nakanishi « Shizue Nakanishi + Miyeko Uejima Nakao
Alan M. Nakayama - Ethel Nambu * Hideko Ogawa * Robert Ogi « Haruko Ohba * Mary Haruye Okazaki
Jimmy Akira Omura - Robyn Oshita - John Otomo - Edward Ozaki - Barbara Yamamoto Provo
Keiko Sakuma * Warner Saunders « Isamu Art Shibayama « Mitsuo Mits Shimizu « Peter Yoshiki Soraoka
Miriam M. Sugiyama - Eric Mitsuru Sunada - Tomoe Sunahara * Yoshiko Rosie Takagi
Toshio Takayama - Richard N. Tanaka - Masayasu Bill Taura - Henry Terada - William Toguri
Thelma Uchida « Ronald Y. Uchiyama * Dorothy Toshi Wakamatsu « Arnold Watanabe * Naoko Yahiro

George Yamagiwa * Mary Yamagiwa * Ruth Yamamoto * Mary Yamasaki

o L"ﬁ) B
G

JAPANESE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
Embracing our legacy und building alr future
®?
Cohem WWW.IMASCHICAGO.ORG
s E_ ?A‘l:\-j’*!:}

5 =

2249 WEST BERWYN AVENUE « CHICAGQO ILLINOIS 64

Chicago

= senior social services
« cultural classes

Serving the greater Chicagoland community since 1946

Spanning Generations and Bridging Cultures through

= community heritage & cultural events

Chief Executive Officer — Michael Takada
Board President — John R. Sasaki

4427 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60640
www.jasc-chicago.org

Happy Holidays

Steve Arima
Elaine Ogawa
Happy Holidays!

The Yatabe
Family

=« wellness programs
= community archives

Happy

773.275.0097

Holidays

“Happy Holidays”
Bob, Jan & Lane Mita

from
Judy Tanaka
&

Cary Wong

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year from

Tonko and Paul Doi - Chicago
Laura Muraoka and Peter lzui - Chicago
Tom and Verna Muracka - Honolulu
Grace Kido - Chicago

In Memory of

Tomoye and Shiro Muracka
George lzui
George Kido

Mitsuji and Ritsue Doi

Chicago, IL 60614
312-943-7801

—

PEACE

HOLIDAY GREETINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR
AIKIDO, THE ART OF FEACE

ANDREW M SatD
MNAMNADAN AlIKIKA| SHIHAN
AlKIDD WORLD ALLIANCE - CHIEF INSTRUCTOR

4512 N LINCOLN AVE CHICAGO, IL 60625

MONTROSE
CEMETERY
& CREMATORIUM

5400 N. Pulaski Rd,
Chicago, IL
773-478-5400

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1902

g

Proud to Serve

New Year Wishes
to Friends & Comm-un-it_y

IN MEMORY OF MITZI SHIO SCHECTMAN

Lary Schectman

Chicago, Illinois

AIRIBOALL A.niz.-;f,ii?i;_:? ?\Wis\e.li:{?ngeéi_uiigfr_uamcgcum S the Japanese Community toiesris
<hi Season’s Greetings I
Wishing you d . . f
8Y <) Pat Yuzawa-Rubin | “~g— Rl
u - CHRIST
. < - . Rockwell
Peace Lakeview Seth & Emiko J CHURCH  Chicago, i 60659
- - F‘Jneral Home 61 5 Lake Avenue \ \R OF m.ac3hsl'i'§t].c‘:l?lfchchicagﬂ.I'IEt
thls HOlld ay Wilmette, IL 60091 I CHICAGO Sunday Services 10:30 am
pat@ckrubin.us
. New York & Amache, Colorado
LakeviewFuneralHome.com Los Angeles, California
H N y HOLIDAY GREETINGS CONGRATULATIONS
APPY NEW YEAR Bill Yoshino!
ot Tsune Nakagawa b
Chicago Recipient of the

Jhe JBudahist Jlemple of (Jhicago

1151 W Leland Avenue, Chicago IL 60640
(773) 334-4661 buddhisttemplechicago.org
A diverse, welcoming temple

Season’s Greetings

Carol & Bill Yoshino

1924 W. Farwell Avenue
Cﬁicago, 1L 60626

Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold Rays with Rosette

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
GLENN AND LINDA
YAMAMOTO

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

Ron & Joyce Yoshino

yosh44@aol.com and jyoshino@sbeglobal.net

@
IN MEMORY OF

LINCOLN AND MARY SHIMIDZU
CHICAGO JACL PRESIDENT 1964, 1965

Seasons grf»:eri.ngs
From

May, Megan and Matt Nakano
Chicago

SEASON?’S GREETINGS

From the Members of
Chicago Nisei Post 1183
The American Legion

Happy Holidays

SHARON HARADA
Livermore, CA

Happy Holidays

Tad and Takako, Joyce and Stanley
TANAKA

Skokie, lllinois 60076

Greetings from Livermore, CA
Ryan and Lynn Harada Murashige

In Memory of
HIRAO “SMOKY” SAKURADA
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Eden Township

Happy Holldays

Happy Holidays Bast Wishes

Holiday Best Wishes | sgasoN's GrReeTINGS!

Merry Christmas and |  gjen and Georgene ; Ma Gary and Jud
a Happy New Year! DEARDORFF Dlggg‘:rhg‘gnes Ya l I ﬂ (35KA. Oda j 4 f:i_iltﬁesgvek“ Year
Eric | F il . Vs bt : . 1538 Gibbons Drive

S J tlan.JEﬁmJajeas)‘J\Iicz * Sasaki El cerﬂto, CA Alameda, CA 94501 e a aues

“Celebrating Jesus,
the Real Meaning of Christmas”

San Lorenzo
Japanese Christian Church

615 Lewelling Blvd., Sun Leindro, CA 94579

Mele Kalikimaka me ka
Hau'oli Makahiki Hou i JOHN M. NEISHL O.D.

'l Doctor of Optometry

Nonthenn f\ Californnia o,
UKULAY FESTIVAL | %

Ha Holidaysl ? v, {510) 483.9455
ppY 4 s ‘ www slzjccaorg
. P ﬂk}ﬁ"ﬂ‘ Waorship with us Sundays &0 $:45 aan,, 10:45 a.m, and 5:00 p.m,
Janet, Allison & Christian z St “ 15070 HESPERIAN BOULEVARD. SUITE C REV. ROD YEE REV. SUNAO SHIMADA
Mitobe Ubdlele (Piase SAN LEANDRO, CALIFORNIA 94578 B Y NI T A Y e I O o
TCICP]IQTI.C (5 10) 276-8420 PASTOR SCOTT SHIMADA PASTOR [OSHUA SCOTT
Happy Holidays “
Greg Yoshii
W o 5 Aill Yoshii
h, Wi.l].iam Asai, DuDuS-
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ABACUS

PRODUCTS
I N C

PRINT MANAGEMENT + PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS +« WAREHOUSING & DiSTRIBUTION

33341 Alvarado-Niles Road
Union City, CA 94587

23155 Kidder Street (510) 471-9300

Hayward, CA 94545

Phone 510.785.9990
Fax 510.264.3484

Season’s Greetings

Tozhi Hasegawa
Joyce Hashimoteo

Tami Kalvans

Joanne Mar
Agnes Masuda
Michiko Matsumoto
Janet Mitobe
I=zako Momono
Barbara Muramoto

Irene MNishimura

Digger & Agnes Sasaki

Betty Tanisawa
Harris & Mary Teshima
Toshike Wildman
Dorothy Yanagi
Jim & Alice Yokomizo
Yuri Yokota

George Y. Takahashi, o.0s.

WWW. NCFOS.COM

from
EDEN SENIOR CENTER
Participants
Miyuki Allamanno Katashi Myoraku
Marlene Chang MNamie Maito s
marzﬁtop—?::nm = GQEF"::E;{;MWM Ron G. Takahashi, p.o.s., mo. Ede“ TOW"S h'p JAOL

Wishes Everyone

Pam Honda Michi MNishimura WWW.NCFOS.COM
Gordy Ide Jean Nomura
Sawako Izaacs Ray & Judy Ogata
Sue Ishida Lysbeth Pence
Yone Ito Tai Sablan
Fujiko Iwane Suzy Sakamoto A Hh d
May Kadoyama Maza & Carol Samukawa ea Y a" appv

Claire Kaneshige Fred Shimasaki

Gary Kawabata Coco Seibel l
Robbin Kawabata James Takeuchi

Ruby Kuritsubo Matsuye Tani L]
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San Mateo

oo StateFarm-

Craig Ichiuji

Agent

461 First Ave, San Mateo, CA 94401-3202
Bus 650 342 8857 Fax 650 342 9250

craig@ichiuji.us
www,ichiuji.us

Insurance License #0813218
Good Nelghbor Agent since 1994

77SMJACC

KANO AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
COMPLETE
Foreign & Domestic
AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRS
Alr Conditloning + Electrical

ACDelco. S arburetor » Fusl njection

San Mateo Japanese-American Community Center

OPEN MON-FRI 8-5

415 8. Claremont Street, San Mateo, CA 94401
Phone 650-343-2793 + www.smjacc.org
e-mail: sanmateocjacc@gmail.com

(650) 571-5253

1710 Leslie Street

RAY, CAL & MAT San Mateo, CA 94402

TAKAHASHI _MARKET

221 So, Claremont St. \ﬁ
San Mateo, CA 94401-3322 ﬁ

phone: (650) 343-0394 dapisiesk; Asioh And

Hawauan Groceries

e-mail: tmarket@aol.com Susce 1906

www.takahashimarket.com i

New Deli section! g

Plate lunches ~ Poke ~ Poi
sashimi - sushi - bento lunch - sliced Sukiyaki beef
fresh produce - poi - lau lau - kalua pig

Season’s Greetings!
Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese
San Mateo JACL Board Member
Kamishibai Storyteller/
650-593-7358 for information

l’ UnionBank:

Simon Liu
Vice President
Branch Manager-Combined Branch

San Mateo Main Office &
Burlingame-Howard Office
390 Seuth El Camine Real
San Mateo, CA 94402
slyllivaunionbank.com

NMLSR #1547876

Tel. 650 548 6787
Tel. 650 558 2043
Alt, BOO 238 4486
Fax 650 342 5405

unionbank.com

e e

~ DOWNTOWN _

—

Happy Holidays!

Asada Auto Service
Hiroki Asada
1035 N. Amphlett Blvd.
San Mateo, CA 94401

(650) 343-3780 Special thanks to

Reach And Teach
144 West 25th Avenue
Craig Wiesner San Mateo, CA 94403
craig@reachandteach.com 650-759-3784
@S

transforming the world through teachable moments

Season’s Greetings
From

SAN MATEO JACL

Best wishes for a joyous and peaceful new year.

our generous supporters and community.

The 2018 Board:

Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Lauren Kawawaki, Wesley Taoka,
Liz Bissell, Simon Liu, Martha Sandy,
Diana Okamoto, Steve Okamoto, Lisa Sakaguchi,

Misa Sakaguchi, Kathy Sneath, June Uyenoyama

Dr. Hideki Dick Shimada
12569 Auberry Road
Clovis, CA 93619-9601

Ha 74/’0?%2@2’/&[
]{gﬁzﬁzy Season
Judie Brown
Fresno JACL

SEASON’S GREETINGS
Robert & Marcia Chung and Family

=

N ? el = b 5
Season’s Greetings

Mrs. Takashi (Mae)

Franklin, Lucia Morita
Gavin and Margaret
NG

Fresno, CA

5162 N. Biola Ave.
Fresno, CA. 93723

Happy New Year
Robert & Jane Shintaku
Paul, Jonathan, Vivian
Jeff, Kimberly, Juliana, Jaden

—Eat Fresh for Health—

Sunnyside Packing Company
SELMA, CALIFORNIA

DISTRIBUTORS OF

Happy and Healthy 2019!
YEAR OF THE BOAR

JOY GOTO

2019

CAARLENE KYUNA

Year of the Boar

Best Wishes for a Happy
and

Happy Holidays
Bobbi Hanada
bhanada@aol com

Healthy Holiday Season !

Happy New Year!

CALIFORNIA VEGETABLES Frank and Janet
SINCE 1948 :
Fresno JACL Leslie, Kenny & Bradley
Tamura
S e st T2n
b SHoes
2 s

b ™
i ol i - -
v 3
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IN-DEPTH

» Continued from page 9

but I believe continuing to invest
in our youth and creating additional
opportunities for them to lead within
the organization will help build the
momentum to do so.

JACLisan organization of historic
firsts. To name a few: We were the
first nationwide Asian American
advocacy organization, first AAPI
organization to present an amicus
brief to the Supreme Court over
interracial marriage, first ethnic
civil rights org to support marriage
equality and first Japanese American
organization to show solidarity with
the Muslim community after 9/11.
JACLcontinues to be a leader within
civil rights spaces, and I am proud
to do my small bit in carrying this
organization’s work forward.

vebesla Barlon,

CCDC District
Governor

My best personal memory of
JACL during my tenure would be
meeting so many Japanese American
heroes at our conventions. Legends

Give the Gift of the “Go For Broke Spirit”
from Shane and Robert and the Nisei Veterans
Wishing you a prosperous 2019

.

www.thegoforbrokespirit.com

such as Norman Mineta, Mike Honda
and so many others who are iconsin
our AAPI community and worldwide
share such fascinating JACL history
and wisdom at these gatherings.

As JACL. celebrates its 90th anni-
versary, it should look atleveraging
its many past successes into forging
new partnerships. JACL should share
its story with allies. Combining its
strengths with the strengths of allies
could bring boosts in membership
and funding, which are key to JACL’s
long-term stability.

As a JACL member, [ am most
proud of the amazing energy and
enthusiasm of our youth and young
professional members. They are al-
ways willing to step up when called
upon to serve and serve others.

That’s it for now. My two terms
as District Governor will end in a
few weeks. CCDC will be in the
very capable hands of our outgoing
Fresno chapter president, Joy Goto,
who officially takes over as District
Govemor in the upcoming new year.

Pz 4
¥

h_%

-

tola Mizulai,

Chair, JACL National
Youth/Student Council

One of my favorite personal
JACL memories took place at the
2015 JACL National Convention in
Las Vegas. That summer, the NY/
SC worked to pass a resolution in
support of HR 40 — legislation
to study American chattel slavery
and potential reparations, much
like the Commission on Wartime
Relocation. At a time when tensions
seemed to run particularly high and
controversy over anti-black racism
solely dominated the headlines, we
anticipated heavy opposition to the
resolution.

Yet, the hard work, advocacy and
encouragement from Secretary Nor-
man Mineta just before the final vote
paid off when the resolution was ap-
proved unanimously. He came over
to give a bear hug. To accomplish
even a small and perhaps largely
symbolic victory — and receive a
bear hug from the Secretary — was
incredibly rewarding.

“The youth are the future.” This
statement, in the simplest terms,
embodies one of the many keys
to JACL’s sustainability. Yet, we
often neglect to reflect on what it
means to attract and cultivate viable
generations of yvoung leaders. For
many, social media usage and aca-
demic/career-oriented services and
resources constitute the first steps.

While undoubtedly effective, these
strategies overshadow our orga-
nization’s equally important need
to fundamentally evolve such that
the JACL remains a cutting-edge
advocacy leader for marginalized
communities.

However, if the that fundamental

message and culture cannot, them-
selves, retain engagement, then those
strategies can only do so much. [ am
continually encouraged by efforts
to both reactivate the JACL as a
leading organization — thanks to
the hard work and leadership of
JACL staff and local leaders — and
expand one of its key strengths: a
space for leaders of all backgrounds
to make positive change for their
communities.

scoll Nabamua,

EDC Governor

As a person who was born and
raised in Hawaii . .. JACL wasnever
a part of my life growing up, and
for that matter, in the lives of many
Japanese born in Hawaii. Having
done my undergraduate education
at the University of Oregon . . .
my next stop was the University
of Pennsylvania. . . . By the end
of my education tenure there, 1 be-
gan to actively seek other Japanese
Americans, which led me to JACL.

[ fondly recall the many social
gatherings, all the while learning
more about their internment experi-
ence, about which neither [ nor any
of my friends from Hawaii had any
idea about. This culminated to my

Photographs by
Shane Sato

most memorable experience,

I recall attending my first EDC
meeting in Medford Leas, N.J., at
which I met and was able to speak
with one of the elder members of
the Philadelphia chapter. This was
followed by a second meeting at the
annual New Year’s Party. We spoke
at length about music. Having just
lost my grandmother, it was a very
meaningful connection. She was
unassuming, kind and sincere. Only
later did I realize that this was none
other than Grayce Uyehara.

It is dedicated members like
Grayce that have allowed JACL
to remain vital and pertinent for all
these years. JACL is now at the cusp
of celebrating its 90th anniversary,
and it still remains a crucial voice
for those who face social injustice.

However, I feel in order to continue
to survive, let us not forget that
while being vigilant, we need to be
fair and balanced and not ignore
nor dismiss any who may have dif -
fering opinions, for this can lead to
our demise. We must celebrate and
embrace the diversity of our Japa-
nese American family and continue
to recant the story of what binds us
together, never to forget.

Having the opportunity to meet
and get to know individuals such as
Grayce, Grant Ujifusa, Terry Shima,
Floyd Mori, Bruce Hollywood and
Norman Mineta, role models for the
Japanese American as well as Asian
American communities, makes me
proud to be amember of JACL. But-
there is much more work to be done.

To quote Mas Hashimoto,
“Onward! ™ |
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BEST CAR LOANS

Getupto $500 Cash Back
(1% of Loan)
Rates as low as 3.74% APR with Chedking
and 5% Down Payment

Reduce Your
Loan Rate 1.5% lA/
forthe first year

Competitor’s

Rate by.10%

.10% off Competitor’s Best Rate
Some restrictions may apply.

National
JACL
Credit

Union

Fax#-801-424-5220 3776 S Highland Drive
jaclcu@jaclcu.com Salt Lake City, UT 84106
www.,jaclcucom 801-424-5225 or 800-544-8828
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By David Inoue,
JACL Executive Director

s we come to the end of the year

and look toward 2019, there is

much to reflect upon, but also

much to look forward to because
of what has happened. It has been an extremely
busy year for JACL, which continues to fight
to ensure the legacy of the Japanese American
experience is not one that is repeated for any
group today.

Unfortunately, despite our greatest efforts,
we saw the legacy repeated in the Supreme
Court’s affirmation of the Muslim Travel
Ban. JACL took the rare step of authoring its
own amicus brief in opposition to the ban as
being rooted in an animus against Muslims
that directly paralleled that against Japanese
Americans as the basis for our own mass
incarceration and in both cases in the name of
a security threat.

Time would reveal that the security threat
against Japanese Americans had been
artificially created, and we believe that the
so-called security threat from the targeted
Muslim nations has been created as well to
serve the end purpose of blocking immigra-
tion and travel from those countries because
of the majority religion of their populations.

In a cruel sense of irony, the Supreme Court
actually took the opportunity to repudiate the
Korematsu decision of nearly 75 years earlier
as being steeped in racism not worthy of serv-
ing as judicial precedent while actually memo-
rializing the exact precedent that the Koremat-
su case represented in the Muslim Ban case
— that the president had unchallengeable dis-
cretion to act in the name of national defense,
in spite of clear evidence that discriminatory
animus likely was involved in the decision.

The result 1s that we will continue to fight
this battle both through efforts to repeal the
ban through Congressional action and support
of ongoing court challenges to the impact of
the ban and realities of its implementation that
have proven fo be discriminatory.

Our community was similarly horrified to
see the spectre of indefinite detention and even
worse, the separation of children from their
parents at the border. Additionally, the gov-
ernment appeared to be considering placing a

youth detention center on the actual site of the
Rohwer camp in Arkansas.

Fortunately, the response was overwhelm-
ingly in opposition to the cruelty of child
separations, and the courts also intervened.
However, as we learn more of the facts about
what happened and what continues to happen
in the aftermath, the impacts upon the children
will be incalculable.

We joined thousands of others in providing
comments in opposition to the administra-
tion’s continued attempts to legalize their ac-
tions in breaking the Flores Settlement, and
we await the results of that comment process.

The positions we have taken on these issues
were strongly affirmed by the JACL National
Council at our annual convention in Philadel-
phia. This year’s convention represented what
[ hope will be a shift in how we operate our
conventions.

The convention has become too much of
an event for JACL insiders, with little of
interestif you're nota delegate for your chapter.
We added a parallel film festival that drew in
some attendees who had not originally planned
to come.

For Salt Lake City in 2019, we hope to con-
tinue this trend of adding items of interest to
the broader Japanese American community
because as the only nationally focused Japa-
nese American organization, we must appeal
to the broader Japanese American community.

A significant part of this outward orienta-
tion has been manifested in our partnering
with other organizations including joining in
the formation of the All Camps Consortium.
[ have had the opportunify to attend several
pilgrimages this past year as well as bring
a group of students to Manzanar with the
support of the National Park Service.

[ also recently participated in the Okaeri
gathering of LGBTQ Nikkei in Los Angeles.
Just as they welcomed me at their meeting,
I look forward to welcoming the opportu-
nity to include programming for the LGBTQ
community and the All Camps Consortium in
next year’s National Convention,

Ultimately, thisis part of the hope to tie many
aspects of the Japanese American community
together. Coming from a Midwest upbring-
ing and longtime residence on the East Coast,
coming fo understand the California Japanese

American community has been eye-opening.

Many of you have probably heard me say
that if we didn’t get along with another Japa-
nese American family when [ was growing
up, we just alienated the rest of the Japanese
American community in our city. That's
clearly not the case in a place like Los
Angeles, where one can easily find his/her
niche in the Japanese American community —
whether it be through church, sports or another
community organization.

As you are reading this, I will either be on
my way back or will have just returned from
our Kakehashi trip, each of which brings
92 Japanese American college students and
young adults to Japan with the support of the
Japanese government.

The trip is an opportunity for youth to re-
connect, or perhaps even connect for the first
time, consciously with their Japanese ethnic
heritage. It 1s amazing how for many of them,
this 1s their first trip to Japan.

We are also seeing increasing numbers
of those with mixed heritage. Being half-
Japanese and Chinese myself, it has been
wonderful to have several of the participants
come up to me and proudly state they, too, are
half-Japanese and Chinese, and then we begin
a discussion of how we associate with our dual
background.

What the Kakehashi trip does most and does
effectively 1s its ability to bring our Japanese
American community together, regardless of
past family history with JACL, political view,
church affiliations or which JA basketball
league team one played on. Together, we are
all Japanese Americans on this trip sharing the
experience and building community.

[ believe there 1s now a greater awareness of
the need to break down the barriers of the past.
[t1s the sense | have had on this Kakehashi trip
and that I get in meeting with individuals and
groups around the country,

The stakes today are too high, as described
in the issues earlier, and we do share the same
vision as Japanese Americans for a nation that
1s Just and fair to all its residents — alien and
nonalien — and upholds all of our rights.

It 1s in this growing sense of solidarity that
[ have hope for the coming year both for our
country, the Japanese American community
and for the JACL. |




By Kristen Taketa,
Contributor

he most beauti-

ful possessions

that artist Dana

Tanamachi owns
are small umbrellas made
from Marlboro wrappers
and chopsticks.

They are artifacts that
were carefully made by her
great-grandmother  while
her family was living in the
Poston Internment Camp in Arizona
during World War IL

Tanamachi also admired how
her grandmother, Mitsuye “Mitzi™
Tanamachi, made beautiful things
from simple, lowly materials. When
Tanamachi was growing up, she
watched as her grandmother made
clothes and purses for her, such as
jumper dresses, using potato sacks
and other simple materials.

Tanamachi was captivated by the
way her grandmother could trans-
form even scraps into something
beautiful. It’s now a significant part
of what drives Tanamachi’s work as
an artist today.

“I grew up watching her make the
most beautiful, ornate things . . . from
very simple materials,” Tanamachi
said. “T grew up watching my grand-
mother Kind of express her creativity in
these ways, but that generation didn’t
have any of the opportunities that we
have today. I try to honor her with
things that  make.”

Today, Tanamachi 1s an award-win-
ning commercial artist who has drawn
art for some of the U.S.” most popular
consumer brands and publications.

Tanamacht’s illustrations and custom
typography have donned the covers of

ﬁ'ﬁﬂ |
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Using her grandmother as
inspiration, award-winning artist/
designer Dana Tanamachi is ready
to make her ‘mark’ on the world.

IN-PEPTH

Dana
Tanamachi

at Instagram
headquarters
in Menlo Park, ~
Calif.

O and TIME magazines. One can also
find her murals spanning the walls of
Starbucks shops 1n San Francisco and
Los Angeles” Koreatown. She has also
been hired to create art designs for doz-
ensof large brands and publications in-
cluding Google, Nike, the Wall Street
Journal, Penguin Books and USPS. In
addition, she has also designed several
products for Target, including wall art
and decor.

Her work often features designs such
as patterned flowers and vines with
vintage typography. Tanamachi identi-
fies her work as being styled with a Jap-

anese acs-
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PHOTO: RUVEN AFANADOR

O Magazine,
February 2012
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thetic and influences from the art
nouveau, art deco and arts and crafts
movements, so her work emphasizes
designs that echo that craftsmanship,
as well as natural and simple forms,

Tanamachi  has  won multiple
accolades for her work, including be-
ing named a Young Creative to Watch
by HOW Magazine and a Young Gun
by the Art Director’s Club.

Tanamachi said she chose to become
a commercial illustrator and design
artist because she likes having a defi-
nite task to accomplish. It’s easier for
her to do than, say, conjuring up some-
thing out of the blue on a blank canvas.

“l like partnering with people and
brands to communicate certain things
about their ideals,” Tanamachi said. *1
like working toward a goal. I like to try
to communicate something directly
through illustration.”

Tanamachi said she had long want-
ed to be an artist and started actively
studying it in college.

“I've always been drawn to the
creative life, and if I could make a
career out of 1t, then I was going to give
it a try,” Tanamachi said.

In college, she took drawing and de-
sign classes but especially got hooked
when she took her first typography
class. She later also studied illustration
and design for posters, books and even

Emporium
Pies, Dallas

Tom and
Mitsuye “Mitzi”
¥ Tanamachi

packaging, she said.

“T just thought, ‘Gosh, I couldn’t get
enough.” So, I knew there was some-
thing with typography I wanted to
learn. I wanted to practice, I wanted
to understand 1t,” Tanamachi said.
“I never looked back. I felt like I found
exactly what [ wanted to do.”

Tanamachi graduated from the Uni-
versity of North Texas in 2007 with a
design degree. She later started work-
ing in New York City, where she de-
signed posters for Broadway shows
including revivals of “Hair” and “Bye
Bye Birdie.”

One day, Tanamachi went to an
apartment housewarming party in
Brooklyn and noticed that the entry-
way in the building seemed to be deco-
rated with chalk paint. She became
intrigued, she said, since she had never
seen chalk art like this before. So, she
and a friend drew the word “Brooklyn™
in chalk in a serif typeface — her first
art installation that began the rest of
her career.

“There was nothing | enjoyed more
than seeing them laugh and dance
and drink and enjoy themselves with
my art as the backdrop,” Tanamachi
said during a Q Ideas talk. “This was

. something that was special that
was birthed out of community and
celebration.”



IN-PEPTH

PHOTO: COURTESY OF STARBUCKS.

The ESY llluminated
Bible

Chalk became the foundation of
Tanamachi’s early career as the me-
dium grew in popularity via forums
like Pinterest. Tanamachi was hired
to create chalk art installations for
Google, a furniture store and wed-
dings, as well as branding and pack-
aging for various products and com-
panies.

Tanamachi realized that mak-
ing art with chalk seemed to echo
the way her grandmother had made
beautiful things from simple ma-
terials. Some people assumed that
she used fancy or expensive chalk to
make her art, but Tanamachi said she
got her chalk from a dollar store that
was down the street from her place.

“T always try to work from that
place that you don’t necessarily need
really expensive materials or really
huge budgets to create something
beautiful,” Tanamachi said.

But around five years ago, Tanama-
chi became increasingly well-known
only for creating chalk art — and
she started to wonder if the chalk art
craze had become too commercial-
1zed and ubiquitous. So, she commit-
ted herself to returming to her graphic
design and illustration roots.

One of the biggest influences that
started to materialize in Tanamachi’s
work around that time stemmed from
her Japanese American identity.

Like many other Yonsei, Tanama-
chi wanted to be more closely con-
nected to Japanese culture and her
Japanese American identity, but she
struggled to do so. Having spent much
of her life in Houston, and being half-
Hispanic, Tanamachi said she grew
up not knowing much about Japanese
food, culture or language.

She noticed this when she visited
Japan for the first time. In 2012, she
went to Tokyo after being commis-
sioned for a couple of art installa-
tions for the Tommy Hilfiger store in
Harajuku.

“It was very foreign to me when
I got there, and realizing that made
me . . . [ wouldn't say sad, but it
was kind of a wake-up call because
[ feltlike there was a part of me that [
didn’t really understand,” Tanamachi
said. “Going for the first time really
opened my eyes.”

Beingin Japan for the first ime also

A family heirloom:
The Marlboro fan

catalyzed something in Tanamachi.
After she returned from that trip, she
started searching for ways she could
connect with this part of her identity
that she had known relatively little.

She began collecting Japanese
art books, which she used to study
anything from Japanese ornamenta-
tion and wood-box printing to fam-
ily crests and kimono fabric design.
Japanese influences and iconography
now manifest themselves in her own
designs.

In addition to amassing a small li-
brary of these books, Tanamachi also
takes hour-and-a-half-long Japanese-
language classes once a week.

“I'm just trying to soak it up and
learn as much as [ possibly can to
bridge the gap. Maybe ['m making up
forlost ime,” Tanamachi said “Now,
[ feel very connected toit. One time, it
was sort of an unknown; now;, it feels
very comfortable.”

Since then, Tanamachi has used in-
spiration from Japanese prints, styles
and designsin her work, including the
pinnacle project of her career: illus-
trating the ESV Illuminated Bible by
Crossway Books.

The book contains more than 500
pieces of art that Tanamachi made
for the project, including full-page il-
lustrations, drop caps, hand-lettered
verses and ornamentation. The cover
and pages are filled with designs such
as roses, swirling vines, fanned-out
leaves, suns and birds in gold.

Tanamachi said the project was
both grueling andmeditative at times.
[t took her seven months to complete
it and was published last year. During
that time, she worked on nothing else
but the Bible.

“I'm very proud of the [Tluminated
Bible. I think that’s something that
will stand the test of time,” Tanama-
chi said. “A lot of people have written

to me and spoken to me at conferences
saying, ‘This is something I'm go-
mg to pass down to my children. . .
[ thought, “Wow;, that’'s an honor.””

In her mind, Tanamachi dedicated
her work in the Bible to her grand-
mother, Mitsuye, who also happened
to be the first Christian in her family.
Tanamachi said she found the men-
tal endurance to finish the project by
thinking of her grandmother.

“She had such patience and grace,
and [ would think, I can do this”
Tanamachi said “T would just chan-
nel her patience and love for the actual
book, and I could get through.”

Starbucks
Maiden

Lane, San
Francisco

Now, Tanamachi is back in New
York City, where her career first began.

A lot has changed for her since then
She has progressed from chalk art to
largely focusing on illustrations. All
the art she had made in New York
years ago was crafted using chalk, she
said, so they are all gone now.

Looking forward, Tanamachi said
she wants to create something more
lasting in New York, whether that’'s in
the form of murals or other kinds of
projects.

“T'd like the chance to make a more
permanent mark on the city,” she said.
“I'mready to make my mark.” |
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[APDTS HIRING!

ANNUAL SALARY RANGE: $63,370 - $97,593

Minimum Requirements

s 20Years ofAge

= LS, High Scheol Diploma or Equivalent, G.E.D., CHSPE
= 1.5, Citizen or Have Applied for Citizenship

* Excellent Health and Physical Condition

* Background Suitable for Employment as a Police Officer

Ll @ 10 @S

Benefits

= Hundreds of Promotional Opportunities Annually
* Family/Domestic Parmer Medical & Dental

« 3 Weeks Paid Vacation & 13 Paid Helidays

= Paid Sick & Disability Leave

* Generpus Pension Plan & Longevity Pay

* Flexible Schedules - Work 3 or 4 Days a Week

JOINLAPD.COM
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A PHILADELPHIA STORY:
MEMORIES OF THE CHILDREN ""*.‘

The Isseil and Nisei legacy lives on through the lasting impact of their s
great deeds and tireless efforts toward community-building.

‘ By Rob Buscher,
I Contributor

In the 2017 Holiday Issue of
the Pacific Citizen, I wrofe an
extensive history of the Issei and
Nisei communities who seftled in
the Philadelphia region before and
after World War 11. Through my
research, I became acquainted with
the incredible group of leaders who
built a community from the ground
up in a region with relatively few
Japanese. Although they have all
passed from this world, I was able to
compile their story through archival
research of historical documents.
Given the “Merry Memories™ theme
of this year’s Holiday Issue, it seemed
appropriate fo revisit the histories of
these foundational pillars of our local
community, but this time, through
the memories of their children and
grandchildren. The following is an
extended history further exploring the
conditions that led to the settlement
of Issei and Nisei communities in
Philadelphia, told largely through
the words of people who lived it.

(Pictured above from left)

Tak Moriuchi and his daughter,
Miyo, in 1951 at their farm

Pictured during the summer
of 1948 are (back row, from
left) Ichiro Hasegawa, Heiliro
Moriuchi, Fred Moriuchi, Naotaka
Uyehara and (front row, from
left}) Tak Moriuchi, Tsukumo
Moriuchi, Kiku Uyehara and
Yuriko Moriuchi.

David and Michiyo Inouye
George Nakashima and his

daughter, Mira, inside his
woodworking shop

he 20th century was an eraof
tremendous unprecedented
social upheaval across the
globe, and there are few
examples that illustrate this better than
the Empire of Japan and its Japanese
diaspora. As a community, Japanese
Americans have historically distanced
ourselves from the Empire of Japan,
and rightly so since its military regime
committed horrendous atrocities across
Asia. However, in order for us to fully
understand the conditions of Japanese
immigration to the U.S. during the
first decades of the 20th century, it is
necessary to consider the role of em-
pire in making Japan a tenuous equal
amongst the Western impenal powers.
After several decades of empire-
building in the immediate region of
Japan's main island of Honshu, which
included the incorporation of Hokkaido
and annexation of Ryukyu (Okinawa)
and Taiwan, Japan found itself dead-
locked with Tsarist Russia in a battle
for supremacy over the Korean Pen-
insula. This led to the relatively short
Russo-Japanese War in 1904-05 that
resulted ina decisive victory for Japan
after it virtually annihilated the Russian
naval fleet in the Battle of Tsushima.
Philadelphia Issei pioneer Yosuke
Nakano was already 18 years old
when the Russo-Japanese War ended.
Nakano's daughter, Teru Graves, iden-
tified this as a pivotal moment in her
father’s decision to immigrate to the
United States.
“He came from a place in the far
western part of Yamaguchi in 1906,
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near the Strait of Shimonoseki,” Graves
said. “That's where the Japanese de-
stroyed the Russian fleet. My father
said he could hear the guns. He was
about to be drafted, so he decided to
leave. Also, he was the second son,
so his brother was going to inherit all
the property.”

Although Yosuke did not have birth-
nght over the family landholdings, his
samurai father cut down the family
woodlot and gave him the proceeds,
which amounted to about $200, so that
he could emigrate to the U.S.

Nise1 William Marutani’s father ac-
tually served in the Japanese military
during the conflict before immigrating
to the U.S.

Marutam wrote, “After serving in the
Russo-Japanese War, Goroku Marutani
and his newly married bride left Hi-
roshima for America to a land whose
language neither spoke, whose customs
were unfamiliar to them and with no
employment awaiting them. Since
Goroku was first in line to inherit
farmlands plus some forest proper-
ties owned by his father, I never quite
understood why they left to test their
fortunes elsewhere. But they did, and
I'm glad they chose America.”

Emerging from the conflict as the
first Asian country to have defeated
a Western power in the modem era,
Japan held an unprecedented amount
of power. Although there was much
anfi-Asian racism along the West Coast
of the U.S., particularly in California,
Japanese immigrants were afforded
special privileges that their Chinese
contemporaries were not.

- PHOTO: MAKASHIMA FOUNDATION FOR PEA

Nisei Mary Jane Mikuriya recalled,
“Unlike the Chinese community in
Califormia who were segregated into
Chinese-only schools, Japanese Ameri-
cans were allowed to attend school
with white students.”

Indeed, despite increasing anti-Japa-
nese sentiment on the West Coast, the
Empire of Japan was able to broker
special accommodations for Japanese
nationals and their descendants. In
exchange, Japan agreed to stop is-
suing further passports for Japanese
citizens wishing to immigrate to the
U.S., which became known as the
Gentlemen’s A greement of 1907.

Nakano was able to immuigrate just
before the passports were discontinued
and also benefited from this arrange-
ment by having the opportunity to
attend a white American high school.
Following work as a fruit picker in
Bakersfield, Clalif., and a houseboy in
Berkeley, Calif., Nakano enrolled in
the University of California Berkeley's
School of Architecture. Upon receiv-
ing hisdegree, he headed east because
he realized that Asians had limited
opportunity to practice professionally
on the West Coast.

Nakano moved to Philadelphia in
1915 to complete his MA in engineer-
ing at the University of Pennsylvama,
becoming one of the first Japanese
permanent residents of the region After
working for a few smaller companies,
he joined Wark & Co. Builders and
became its chief engineer in 1919.
[t was around this time that Nakano
met his future brother-in-law, a dentist
named Yamamoto, who suggested
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In Memory of Dr. Frank F. Sakamoto

from Donna H Haﬂsen Toshiko K. Sakamoto
6423 South Dallas Court
303.949.3393 Englewood, Colorado 80111-5348
donnasmojo@gmail.com (303) 974-5264

DONNAHANSEN.NET

Health & ?fap/aineﬁ'

ANN O. NAKAMURA, D.D.S.
MICHAEL A. NAKAMURA, D.D.S.

New Office Address:
7913 Allison Way, Suite 202
Arvada, CO. 80005
Telephone: (303) 425-4253

Happy
Holidays

and a

2019 to
one and all!

WISHING YOU A VIBRANT HOLIDAY SEASON AND
Wondel"ful A NEW YEAR FILLED WITH JOY, PEACE AND

SAKURA 1255 19th Street, Suite 103
SQUARE ' sakurasquare.com

PROSPERITY.

Denver, CO 80202

-

| a{bﬁcfayﬁ gfeeﬁugs
; Gil Asakawa Wayne & Chris
| and ITANO

| Erin Yoshimura g8 arenoun e

(303) 499-4248

Do you have personal documents written in
Japanese that you want translated into English?
| specialize in:

* Kosekl (family register records)

*Personal letters

*Family memory and history
For free estimate:
asakosuzukijackson@gmail.com

Asako (510) 439-8528
Jackson

Beor ‘Wishes grom Colonads HAPPY HOLIDAYS

HomeSmart Realty Group
Caluin & Raucote Fada

(503)550-7852 )

Holiday Lanes
10350 W. Colfax Ave

. ] : f Lakewood, CO 80215
Slaadi s e Y 50.35.0407

Gary & Deb Yamashita 303-238-4376 FAX

www.holidaylanesco.com
Broomfield, CO 80020
Home to Nisei Bowling League

FHave a Wonderful 2018/

Richard & D.J. Ida Bowling, Billiards, Restaurant, Lounge

Derrick & Amber Fossett
565 S. High St
Denver, CO 80209-4524

Allstate Migaki Insurance Agency
Shelley Migaki
10881 W. Asbury Avenue, Suite 225
Lakewood, Colorado 80227
302421-9702

Best Wishes to All This Holiday Seasoi
Frances Kawamura Hamai
8151 Stuart Street
Westminster, Colorado 80031

" Best Wishes for the New Year! .
7

e WS

Charmaine, Michael & Sean Palmer 5

Boulder, Colorado

Wishing all a
Joyous New Year

Japanese American
Association of Colorado

1215 19" Street, Suite A
Denver, CO 80202

President — Calvin Hada
I* Vice President — Kent Kuroda
2" Vice President — Shigeo Kimura
Vice President, Community Affairs — Kimiko Side

111 Years Serving Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Commuunity
4 . i

Happy Holidays

from our offices at Sakura Square B e S t /Wi S ﬁ e S fo /r' 2 O 1 9 !

Sonoda’s Restaurant

Website: www.aurorasonodassushi.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sonodaaurora

&

3108 S. Parker Rd., Ste. D-1
Aurora, CO 80014

Phone: 303-337-3800
Fax: 303-750-5567

Holiday 2018 | PACIFIC@CITIZEN | 19



Seasons’ Greetings to All!!

‘ : :E;’{"i: '.'::-.
..!_;;' W
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W

Mile High Chapter Board
Mary Ann Amemiva, Gil Asakawa,
Wendy Barile, Harry Budisidharta,
Bonnie Clark, Richard Hamai, Donna Hansen,
Matt Iritani, Akemi Tsutsui-Kunitake,
Tom Migaki, Dylan Mori,

Season's Greetings

Gene & Kimiko
Side

225 S. Grape Street
Denver, CO 80246

z

1Y)

S Qi
82072
Happy Holidays

from the Iritani Family
Mark, Patra, Matthew & Megan

. FINEST ASIAN
SUNDAY 9 AM - 2 PM

Best Wishes for the Holidays
Pacific Mercantile Company
FOOD & GIFTS
MON - SAT 9 AM -6 PM
=
CLOSED HOLIDAYS
1925 LAWRENCE ST. DENVER. CO 80202

Season’s Greetings
from

Bos & Joanna

SAKATA

Mountain Pacific Travel

mountainpacific@msn.com
(303) 837-9233
Carrol & Dean Tsutsui

Towe, Stelley & Jorbune

Denver, Colorado

Danielle Otsuka, Dr. Seichi Otsuka, PHONE: 303-295-0293 FAX: 303-295-2753 P.O. Box 508
Courtney Ozaki, and Marge Taniwaki W“’l”;’:ﬂ;]g“f;‘;f;;;q;gbOM Brighton, Colorado 80601
HAPPY HOLIDAYS Houioay Creers HAPFT HOLIDAT S

Frances Furukawa
580 South Poplar Way
Denver, CO 80224-1557

Seacon s Greetings
Richard Hamai

333 East 16th Avenue #613
Denver, Colorado 80203

In Memory of Tom & Lily Masamori

Susan Masamori
2010 Lamar Street
Edgewater, Colorado 80214-1048

Happy Holidays!
All the best for the
year ahead.
Dylan Mori

Warmest Holiday
Greetings & Peace
i 2019!

Ruby Mayeda

Governor
First Vice Gov.

o)

4

SEASONS GREETINGS!

Intermountain District Council

Janet Komoto
Geoff Rusell
Second Vice Gov. Karl Endo

Happy Holidays
Eiji & Fumiko

Health &I Happiness
In Memory of Gladys S. Konishr
Dr. Frank Konishi

2736 Winding Trail Place
Boulder, Colorado 80304-1412

Happy Holidays!

Marge Taniwaki

Horiuchi

825 S. Glencoe St.
Denver, CO 80246

Holiday Greetings for 2019
Hoosier JACL

Indianapolis, Indiana ("

IDc

ay Greetings
from the
Twin Cities JACL

2018 Board of Directors

Secretary Lisa Shiosaki Olsen
Treasurer Marion Hori
Ex-Officio Jeanette Misaka
PC Representative ~ Kayla Watanabe
Youth Rep. Eric Tokita

PPY HOLIDAYS

Amy Dickerson, President
Janet Carlson
Ben Hartmann
Matt Farrells, Vice President
Elizabeth Fujikawa
Gloria Kumagai
Karen Tanaka Lucas

Boise Valley Katie Hirai Niemann Zen Matsuda
Ft. Lupton Lois Kawakami Reitz John Matsunaga
Idaho Falls Liza Shiosaki Olsen ’ Philip Nomura
Mile High 6il Asakawa 2018 Scholarship | jsq Shakerin
Mt. Olympus Gary Okamoto Pam Dagoberg, Chair, Teresa Swartz
Pocatello-Blackfoot  Karl Endo e Dizﬁrd Member

Salt Lake City Michael Iwasaki & Devon Matsumoto Sylvia Farrells

Snake River Cathy Yasuda Connie Tsuchiya —.-"",_-:‘

Wasatch Front North  Sandra Grant

Fred Tsuchiya

Education Committee:

Janet Carlson, Past Co-chair

Carolyn Nayematsu, Co-chair,
Board Member

Sally Sudo, past chair

Andrew Aaki

Amy Dickersan

Sylvia Farrells

Elizabeth Fugikawa

Lil Grothe

Krista Hanson

Ben Hartrmann

Cheryl Hirata-Dulas

Lucy Kirihara

Gloria Kumagai

Karen Tanaka Lucas

Hana Maruyama

John Matsunaga

Gordon Nakagawa

Yuichiro Onishi

John Suzukida

Teresa Swarlz

www.twincitiesjacl.org

20 | PACIFIC®RCITIZEN | Holiday 2018




Greetings
Homer & Miyuki

Portland

Happy New Year!
Arnwy Scott, &
Mikav Jane Winner
5722 N. Omaha Ave

Alice Sumida

July 1914 - August 2018

Y I Thank you Portland, OR 97217
asu sharing your life Akemashite Omedeto
with the
11448 Rainier Av S. #337 Chip Larouche
Seattle, WA 98178 Portiand JA
Community |
N
Happy Holidays e Holida G’\(f
2 - { Happy Holtdays!
Dr. Shoun/Grace }{d{v Il Michelle K. Sugahiro Setsy Sadamoto
ISHIKAWA Jim & Amy Attorney at Law Larouche
2842 SW Plum Circle TSUGAWA 4664 SE King Rd
Portland, OR 97219 < Milwaukie, OR 67222 Happy Valley, Oregon

Hilltop Mall Oregon City
Westwood Marketplace Milwaukie

Mailing Address Direct: 503,655.9141
PO Box 2200 Fax: 503.655.1214
Oregon City, OR 97045 www.danielsons.net
Office Location

358 Warner Milne Rd., Ste G119
Oregon City, OR 97045

DANCES OF JAPAN
CLASSICAL AND FOLK

TEACHER - PERFORMER

Sahomi Tachibana
7425 S.W. Canyon Dr
Portland, OR 87225

(503) 297-7582

Toappy Sbolidays!
Kurtis Inouye
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

G{a_p.py ‘Jﬂ?[k{ays!
Jean Matsumoto

| 1300 NE 16th Ave #614
Portland, OR 97232

: Happy Holidays and Best
| wishes for the New Year!
" Raiph & Jean
Yamamoto & Family

Happy Holidays!
Bob & Racheal
Inouye
10655 NW Flotoma Dr.
Portland, OR 97229

ﬂhﬁry :#fa!i‘da_:p;!
Chris & Susan

Leedham
29288 SW Costa Cir E,
Wilsonville, OR 97070

sharing your life

Bill Otani

July 1912 - August 2018

Thank you

with the
Portland JA
Community

Holiday Greetings From

Oregon Nikkei Endowment

Wishing you joyful holidays and a
healthy and prosperous New Year!

Order your Ose-chi‘Ryori today!

Pick up on December 31st.

Oregon Nikkel Legacy Center
121 NW 2nd Avenue, Portland, OR, 97209
mfogiorcgonnikkelong | (5030 224-145%

M Omiyage Museum Gift Store with
Special Holiday Hours.

b November 16 - December 24, 2018
=% Tuesday - Saturday 11:100am-

6:00pm
Sunday 12:00-4:00pm o
-

In Memory of
Hank Sakai

1926-2017
Portland JACL Life Member

o

Happy Holidays!
Rich & Yoko
lwasaki

40 SW 147th PI
Beaverton, OR 97006

Happy Holiday!

Kay Endo
4423 SE Railroad Ave
Milwaukie, OR 97222

Best wishes for the Holidays
and
Happy New Year
Thank you for your acts of

Happy Holidays!
Herb & Etsuko
Osaki
12340 NE Hassalo St
Portland, OR 97230

Happy Holidays!
Kirk, Judi & Zoe
Tambara

1205 NE 158th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98684

kindness and caring
Gokurosama

The Masuoka family

Portland JACL

Happy Holidays!
Bill & Ida
Sugahiro

15063 SE Orchid
Milwaukie, OR 97267

Happy Holidaysl
Conbie ‘Masuoks
1316 SW Curry St
Portland, OR 97239

* % Board Members % %

Sachi Kaneko  Chip Larouche
Setsy Sadamoto Larouche
Susan Leedham

Chris Lee

Margaret Lieder

Lynn Fuchigami Connie Masuoka
Verne Naito Ryan Nakano

Heidi Tolentino Jean Yamamoto

Loen Dozono
Rich lwasaki
Setsy Sadamoto Larouche

Ken Ono

June Arima Schumann Marilyn Sholian

Linda Tamura

Sho Dozono
Lily Kageyama

Tomoko Ono

Calvin Tanabe

Marleen lkeda Wallingford

* % Millennium Club Members % %

Chip Larouche
% % Life Members * %
Kay Endo Tom Fuijii
Jim Kamikawa James Kennedy
Jean Matsumoto  Sam Naito
Masuko Oyama Larry Richardson

Carol Suzuki Robert Suzuki
Jim Tsugawa Linda Tanaka
Miyuki Yasui

Toshio Inahara
Chip Larouche
Verne Naito
Kelly Saito
Fran Toyooka
Gary Terusaki

Kurtis Inouye
Connie Masuoka
James Nakadate
Edwin Sasaki
Gregg Takashima
Homer Yasui
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Silicon Valley Selanoco

" \: N HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM INOUYE
H“\_ - THE INOUYE FAMILY -y SHIVELY Kenneth K. Inouye
= Kenneth and May }’A & KLATT C.PA.
() Nicole, Eric, Amelia and Grace k’f
: Erin, Steve and Langston W\ - . sty e s ks
._ : Happy Shannon and David ‘\M_ Ltk - isu(,,;‘ﬂ-; ,T.
Holidays! |  Huntngton Beacn, ca g, vewcs
0 1 ays' : ww\.s:-‘.lsk-c;}.{(.ur.n kennethinouye®iskcpa.com
@ 2 Merry Christmas Happy Holidays Happy Holidays
o ) p from
B2y - ‘]{‘} ] Tao Family Todd Hasegawa
° (52, Happy New Year! Alan, Alice & Kenny Family
@ i .
g}i’l‘i]_o Frank & Joan Kawase Holiday Greetings
rom the
Silicon Valley JACL 2 B e
bridging generations S Matsubara Family

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL
2019 TOUR SCHEDULE

Splendid Sicily Holiday Tour (Elainelshida). . . . . . .. .. .. .. ... April 6-15
Palermo, Corleone, visit a family farm, Agrigento, Taormina.
Charleston-Savannah-St. Augustine Tour (Carol Hida). . . . . . . . . .. April 7-13

Charleston, Fort Sumter, Beaufort Horse Drawn Carriage Tour,
Savannah, Jekyll Island, St. Augustine Trolley Tour
Japan Spring Countryside Holiday Tour (ErnestHida) . . . . . . . . .. April 12-23
Tokyo, Sakata, Akita, Oga Peninsula, Hanamaki Onsen, Matsushima,
Aizu Wakamatsu, Ouchijuku, Iwaki Hawaiian Show, Ashikaga Flower Park.
South America Japanese Heritage Holiday Tour (ErnestHida). . . . . . . May 9-24
Argentina — Buenos Aires; Brazil — Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Iguassu Falls;
Peru — Lima, Machu Picchu. Meet local Japanese and learn their history.
Iceland Explorer Holiday Tour (Elaine lIshida). . . . . . ... .. ... .. June 5-11
Reykjavik, Blue Lagoon, Strokkur Geyser, Gullfoss/Golden Falls,
Thingvellir National Park, Viking Ship Museum, Lake Kleifarvatn.

Grandparents-Grandchildren Japan Tour | (Ernest Hida). Waitlist. . . June 17-27

Grandparents-Grandchildren Japan Tour Il (EmestHida). . . . . . . . .. July 1-11
Tokyo, Hakone/Atami, Hiroshima, Kyoto

Alaska Land & Cruise Tour (Elainelshida). . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. July 16-28

Fairbanks, Denali National Park, Talkeetna, Anchorage, Hubbard Glacier,
Glacier Bay, Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan, Vancouver, Seattle.

Hokkaido Summer Holiday Tour (EmestHida). . . . . .. .. ... ... July 17-29
Chitose, Furano, Asahikawa, Rishiri Island, Wakkanai, Sapporo, Otaru,
Lake Toya, Hakodate, Tokyo

Western Mediterranean Holiday Cruise (Carol Hida). . . . . . . . . . .. Aug 18-31
Rome, Gibraltar, Malaga, Barcelona, Provence, Monte Carlo,
Monaco, Florence/Pisa. Holland America Line

Yellowstone & Mt. Rushmore Holiday Tour (Elaine Ishida). . . . . . . . Sep 22-29
Jackson Hole, Yellowstone National Park, Sheridan, Mt. Rushmore.
Japan Autumn Countryside Holiday Tour (ErnestHida. . . . . . . . . . . Oct 17-28

Tokyo, Sado Island, Kanazawa, Shirakawago, Amanohashidate,
Tottori, Matsue, Tamatsukuri Onsen, Kobe.

Kenya Wildlife Safari Holiday Tour (CarolHida). . . . . . .. . ... ... Oct 9-21
Nairobi, Amboseli-Nakuru Lake-Masai Mara National Parks, Mt. Kenya Safari Club,
Sweetwaters Tented Camp, Jane Goodall Chimpanze Sanctuary.

Kyushu-Shikoku Holiday Tour (ErnestHida). . . . . . . . .. .. .. ... Nov 10-22
Fukuoka, Nagasaki, Ibusuki, Kagoshima, Miyazaki, Beppu, Matsuyama, Kochi,
Takamatsu, Shodo Island, Tokushima.

For more information and reservations, please contact:
AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL
312 E. 1st Street, Suite 240 * Los Angeles, CA 90012
Tel: (213)625-2232 * Email: americanholiday@att.net
Ernest or Carol Hida
Elaine Ishida  (Tel: 714-269-4534)
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DONATE TO THE 2018
JACL ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN!

The strength of the Japanese American Citizens League

lies within our members and friends.
Become a part of the JACL legacy and donate today!

Visit us online at www.jacl.org/donate
Or mail contributions to:
Japanese American Citizens League
P.O.Box 45397
San Francisco, CA 94145-0397

Donations of $250 or more will receive a thank you gift from the Japanese American National Museum store!

YES! | would like to contribute to JACL!

Yes, | would like to make a tax-deductible contribution of:
O[$100] O[%$250] O[$500] O[$1,000] O Other$

O My employer will match my contribution.
| have enclosed information and required forms.

Donations can also be made
Thank You gifts from the Japanese American  online at wwwjacl.org/donate,

. ; or by visiting www.jacl.org
National Museum: and following the link to the

(Gifts subject to change with availability) donation page.

» $250: Nisei Generation Tea Blend

* $500: “The View from Within” art book
» $1,000: Estelle Peck Ishigo “Wind and Rain” print

Market value of thank you gifts is not tax-deductible. Please To make a gift over the
make your check payable to Japanese American Citizens phone, or if you have any
League (JACL) or complete the credit card payment on the questions, please call us at
reverse side. (415) 921-5225

O Check enclosed, payable to JACL
O Please charge my: O VISA O American Express O MasterCard O Discover

Name as it appears on card Security code

Card no. Exp Date

Name E-mail

Address

City State Zip
Phone (home) Phone (cell)

Please make this gift O In Memory of
O In Honor of

O | would like to know more about including JACL in my estate plans.
O 1 would like to opt out of receiving the thank you gifts this year.
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IN-PEPTH

Yuri Moriuchi is pictured
(fourth from the left} during
the Eastern District JACL
Conferencein Philadelphia
circa 1950.

(Right} George, Marion and
Mira Nakashima in March
1947

(Bottom} Michiyo and
Saburo Inouye with their
grandsons, David and
Robert

his sister, Teru, might be a suitable
marriage prospect.

In Graves” words, “Teru came to
Philadelphia and was won over by
Yosuke’s wonderful smile. She stayed
with the Wark family in Mount Airy
while the couple became acquaint-
ed. They were marriedin 1920, and my
sister, Naomi, was bornin 1921.7

The young family made their homein
the Philadelphia suburb of Ridley Park,
where they had their second daughter,
Teru. They were the only family of
Asian descent in their neighborhood,
but the community seemed to embrace
them.

“Philadelphia and the East Coast
were hospitable to Japanese prewar,”
said Graves on her childhood in the
region. “Our family had a wide circle
of non-Asian friends and business as-
sociates. We were also in touch and
friendly with the few other [ssei/Nisei
in the Philadelphia area. Among them
were Dr. Hirata and his famly; Dr.
Kitajima, a dentist who practiced on
Porter Street; the Higuchi's, who had
a store on the Wildwood, N.J. board-
walk; Tad Mikuriya, whom Daddy
considered the most talented engineer
he had ever met; and the Okamotos,
whom [ only knew because Alan once
dated my sister, Naomm.”

Nearly a decade younger, Issei Tada-
fumi Mikuriya had many things in
common with the elder Nakano. Born

b

Tadafumi and Anna Mikuriya in 1929 . ..

mn 1898 in Saga, Kyushu,
Mikuriya was the first son
of a samurai and came to
the U.S. 1n 1923 to attend
graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvamnia.
His eldest daughter,
Mary Jane Mikuriya,
wrote, “He was brought
to this country by Lutheran
missionaries because he
attended a Lutheran Missionary kin-
dergarten. His teachers were from the
Philadelphia area and facilitated his
attending UPenn. When he first came
to the USA, Dad was housed with
Lutheran Edith Fales (mece of famous
merchant John Wannamaker) to assure
that his welcoming home would be in
keeping with his samurai upbringing.”
After graduating in 1925, Mikuriya’s
first American job was with U.S. Steel
in Pittsburgh as a structural engineer,
where he worked for several years.
Mary Jane Mikuriya shared an inter-
esting anecdote about her father’s time
there: “He observed that the Chrysler
Building was being constructed one
floor at time and wondered out loud
why U.S. Steel did not just install the
entire steel constructive frame rather
than wait for each floor to be built before
erecting the next floor’s steel structure.
His bosses agreed it was a good idea
but had not yet figured out how to do
what he suggested. They offered to send
him back to UPenn, so my immigrant
Dad, who was disallowed citizenship,
worked with his professors and came
back to U.S. Steel one year later with
the solution, which 1s now standard
practice in constructing skyscrapers.”
In addi-
tion to his
prowess as
an engineer,
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Mikuriya demonstrated a unique abil-
ity to radically adapt to the era and
circumstances in which he lived. An
unlikely pairing, Mikuriya met his
future wife, Anna Schwenk, an im-
migrant from the Austria-Hungarian
Empire, at the International House in
Philadelphia. They were married in
1929 and shortly thereafter went to
live in Japan until Mikuriya’s father
died of a heart attack.

Although Mikuriya had no intention
of setthing down in the U.S. when he
first traveled there for grad school, the
prospect of having mixed-race children
in Japan was not tenable in that era.
While interracial marriages were not
common, and indeed illegal in many
states around the U.S., it seemed like
their best choice for a stable future.

“For my two college-educated im-
migrant parents, life in America was a
challenge of how to act/be American,”
wrote Mary Jane Mikuriya. “The De-
pression caused the loss of all their
savings. . . . [ Mother] could not work
[with two young children to raise], and
there was hardly any work for Ameri-
cans, let alone for an engineer husband
who designed industrial buildings and
bridges, which no one was building
anymore.”

Although Philadelphia wasn’t hiring,
Mikuriya managed to find a job with
Amernican Bridge Co. in Trenton, N.J.,
and in 1938, the family purchased a
small two-acre farm across the river in
Fallsington, Pa., to raise their family.

“Their life together was without con-
flict,” said Mary Jane Mikuriya. “It
was spent being joyous ‘pioneers,’
learning to be American, self-sufficient

... and the couple in the early 1960s

small farmers who grew their foods
and sold chickens, squabs and goats.”

However, the Mikuriyas” way of life
and that of the few other Japanese im-
migrant families were about to change
immensely with the bombing of Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. Already a teen-
ager at the time of the attack, Graves
remembers the immediate aftermath.

“After Pearl Harbor, the FBI vis-
ited immediately, I guess on Dec. 8,7
Graves recalled. “They confiscated
many of my father’s documents related
to construction projects, and they took
my Browning box camera down to the
police station.”

Mary Jane Mikuriya shared a similar
memory: “The FBI took away our cam-
era and long-distance radio, allowing
only an AM radio. Therefore, there
are no family photos during the war.
There are class photos of my brother
and me, but no photos of our parents
or the family during the war years.”

While Nakano’s elder daughter,
Naomi, was excluded from attending
graduate studies program at UPenn,
their family’s wartime experience was a
relatively pleasant one thanks largely to
the support of Wark Co. and their many
partners, who vouched for Nakano as
aloyal American.

In particular, the friendship of
businessman/inventor Edward G. Budd,
whose Budd Co. held a number of
U.S. Military contracts during WWII,
helped ensure that Nakano would be
able to continue his work throughout
the war years.

In aletter dated Dec. 23, 1941, Budd
wrote, “My dear Mr. Nakano: I want
to send you a Christmas word of good
cheer. I take this occasion to tell you
how highly we have regarded you
personally here and that we wish the
coming year may be a successful one.”

In another letter dated March 7, 1942,
Wark & Co. VP John Derham petitioned
the commanding officer Maj. Clyde B.
Pyle at the Army Corps of Engineers
toapprove Nakano’s security clearance
to allow him to continue overseeing
the construction of the Philadelphia
Quartermaster Depot. The Army ap-
proved the application and based on
correspondence dated May 15, 1942,
Budd Co. further contracted Wark &
Co. to build a new defense plant under
Nakano’s supervision.

Meanwhile, the younger Mikuriya
family was facing a greater deal of
hostility from their rural neighbors in
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Fallsington.

“My war years were very painful be-
cause the radio was blasting distrust for
immigrants and propaganda against Jap-
anese and Germans, which both my
parents were,” Mary Jane Mikuriya
recalled. “People were encouraged to
punish us. No one at school or in the
community would be our friends, and
if someone was nice to us, they would
be chastised. When dad walked down
the street to get his bus to work, every
one crossed over to the other side of
the street as if he had a virus.”

Although she was still a young child
during the war years, Sansei Mira Na-
kashima has similar memories of her
time growing up in New Hope, Pa., in
the 1940s-"50s, northwest of where the
Mikuriya family were living.

“We came in 1943, I think in August
or so, to Bucks County, but he was
only allowed to do chicken farming,”
Nakashima recalled. “I guess that’s why
all those people came to Seabrook. But
when I was growing up in New Hope,
I don’t remember any other Japanese
in the community at all. Most of my
classmates were white obviously, and
some of their fathers had served in the
war, so there was a certain amount of
prejudice. They made me aware that I
was different, and they used to make
fun of me. They would call me *Ching-
Chong Chinaman’ and would push up
their eyes so they would look slanty,
and I wasn’t very happy. But I was
fortunate that there were a number of
people in the community that became
my friends and competitors in school.”

The Nakashima family was one of
the first allowed to resettle in the Phila-
delphia region because of the relation-
ship Mira’s father, George, had with
his former employer, noted architect
Antonin Raymond. After completing
his master’s in architecture at MIT in
1930, George Nakashima went to work
for Raymond in Tokyo.

“We were allowed to come east be-
cause of Mr. Raymond, who was my
Dad’s employer in Tokyo from 1934-38
— it was through his invitation,” Mira
Nakashima explained. “He was alerted
we were in the camps by one of Dad’s
professors at MIT. I think he was pretty
well accepted as an ordinary American
at that time. When he was looking for a
jobin 1934, he signed on with Antonin

Raymond in Tokyo and worked with
him for a while. Raymond left Japan in
"39 and came to Bucks County, bought a
broken-down farmhouse and renovated
it. He actually worked as an architect
here with some of his Japanese archi-
tects for a while, and then somehow
this professor from MIT alerted him.
He said, ‘Can you please sponsor the
Nakashimas to leave camp because
they’re in Minidoka.™

In addition to freeing George, his
wife, Marion, and infant, Mira, the
War Relocation Authority also agreed
to release Mira’s maternal grandfather
and Aunt Thelma, who were both em-
ployed by the government to help in
translation in Chicago.

Among the other early resettlers to
Philadelphia were the Issei couple
Saburo and Michiyo Inouye, who man-
aged the Philadelphia Hostel where
hundreds of Japanese Americans tem-
porarily resided as they transitioned to
life post-incarceration.

Aside from the small social circle of
Issei parents and their Nisei children
who lived in the region before WWII,
the hostel was arguably the first Japa-
nese American community space in
Philadelphia. Since the $1 per night
rooms provided little space for more
than a bed, hostel residents spent most
of their time in the building’s common
areas when they weren't at work or in
school. Communal meals and leisure
activities like bridge games became a
regular part of the hostel routine.

David Inouye, Saburo and Michiyo’s
grandson, shared his memory of one
such occasion: “Maybe my fondest
memory of the hostel is the New Year’s
Day parties that they hosted. My grand-

(From left) Marion and Mira Nakashima and Marion’s father, Okajima, at Minidoka on Feb. 21, 1943;
The Mikuriya family in Japan; and the Moriuchi family in 1959

parents did a lot of cooking for it, and
the guests also brought a lot of Japanese
food. The dining room and living room
were always crowded, and there would
be people playing Go. I don’t think my
grandmother approved of alcohol, and
I don’t remember any alcohol being
served, but I did hear later that my
grandfather would sneak some cooking
sherry into his chicken teriyaki recipe.”

It was also at this time that the prewar
and resettlement communities began
interacting.

“During the postwar years, the Na-
kano family welcomed and supported
many Issei and Nisei who relocated
from the West Coast,” recalled Graves.
“This involved helping with housing,
participating in gatherings for holidays
at various locales and other communal
activities. A Japanese figjinkai (women’s
association) was founded. As a well-
established Philadelphia area Issei/
Nisei family, we were in a favorable
position to counsel and support relo-
cated families, many of whom started
farming and business enterprises.”

Although Philadelphia did have a
critical mass of resettlers by the mid-
1940s, many stayed only temporarily
in the region before returning west
or relocating elsewhere. Those who
remained struggled to maintain a sense
of identity against the backdrop of a
community-wide postwar assimila-
tion effort.

One Nisei resettler who did exception-
ally well at both assimilating into the

local community while also retaining
his sense of self was Tak Moriuchi.
As one of the many Quaker converts
who emerged from this era, he became
integrated into the larger community
in Southern New Jersey, where he first
started working at the Barton Farm in
Haddonfield in 1944. After two seasons
working there, he was able to secure a
loan to purchase his own 100-acre farm
in nearby Mount Laurel.

By this time, a couple of key pair-
ings had occurred that would help
bind together the Nisei resettlement
community throughout the rest of their
lives. The maiden name of Tak’s wife,
Yuri, was Uyehara, and she was the
sister of Hiroshi Uyehara, who was a
major community organizer involved
with the Philadelphia Nisei Council
during the resettlement years. Later,
this organization would be absorbed
into the Philadelphia JACL chapter.

While there had been limited interac-
tions between them, the JACL chapter
gave individuals from the prewar and
resettlement communities the oppor-
tunity to interact on a regular basis.
Naomi Nakano was one of the founding
members of the chapter, whose father
Yosuke served as a board member dur-
ing its early years, and Teru was also
an active member. Mary Jane Mikuriya
also recalled, “Mom and dad were al-
waysinvolved in JACL, and I remember
being at a JACL event in my late 30s
and assigned to the children’s table.”

Miyo Moriuchi shared some of her

(Left) A Marutani family photo
(Above) The Moriuchi-Uyehara family portrait,
Christmas 1950
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early JACL memories.

“I remember some distinctive Isse,
Mrs. Nakano, wore fancy dresses and
a fur! Mr. Nakano played Go for hours
at the picnic, and neighbor Mrs. Tkeda
always welcomed us children, could
speak English to us and made sure we
had some sweets to take home. The
Hasegawa home smelled different as
there was a home Shinto shrine with
burning incense,” she recalled.

The Marutani family would also
become a major playerin building the
postwar community. Lawyer William
Marutani served as chapter president for
several years during the 1950s. Maru-
tam’s daughter, Laurel Dee Marutani
Snyder, said, “It was great fun to play
with the Moriuchi kids, who looked
like me and shared the same family
and cultural values, since in Northeast
Philadelphia, my family were the only
Americans of Japanese ancestry that
[ saw daily. The Moriuchi family were
very gracious in hosting numerous
JACL events at their home over the
years, providing authentic Japanese
cuisine that I would realize later, took
hours of preparation, and Yuri would
have beautiful floral arrangements
placed on the table created from her
Ikebana skills.”

Aside from the JACL events, Tak
and Yuri Moriuchi would also host
social events for the extended com-
munity. However, itis clear that JACL
played a central role in convening the
community.

“Besides raucous eight-kid holidays
with our Uyehara cousins (Hiroshi and
Grayce) in West Chester and occasional
vigits with a few nearby JA families,
[ remember the JACL Christmas party
atthe Settlement House in Philadelphia
and summer picnic at Friends Cen-
tral School,” recalled Miyo Moriuchi.
“Mostly, [ remember the food — inari-
zushi, teriyaki, tsukemono and games.”

While certain aspects of their lives
were idyllic, many of the Sansei chil-

Tak Moriuchi in
Livingston, Ca-
lif., circa 1940-41
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dren still dealt with issues of bullying
growing up.

Hiroshi and Grayce Uyehara’s daugh-
ter, Lisa, recalled, “We were among
the furthest out in Chester County. I'm
sure that in the entire county we were
the only Japanese American family,
certainly in our greater school district.
There were a couple of Chinese Ameri-
can families in a big school district but
never any Japanese. A lot of the JACL
folks who were Quaker knew each other,
but we were not Quaker and went to
regular public schools.”

Lisa and her three brothers grew upin
Ridley Park and later moved tonearby
West Chester, in the West Philadelphia
suburbs.

Hiroshi Uyehara also ran into is-
sues of discrimination in his career at
Westinghouse Turbine Division. After
being hired initially as an engineer, he
was demoted to the role of draftsman,
which did not require the professional
degree he held.

“Part of his job involved interfacing
with clients, and he got demoted from
being an engineer because they didn’t
want to deal with someone who was
Japanese,” said Lisa Uyehara. “Decades
later when my father was 50-something,
he went to the head of engineering
and said that he wanted to finish his
career as an engineer. . . . [ assume
Westinghouse immediately realized
they had screwed up majorly because
they actually promoted him to the posi-
tion of senior engineer and gave him a
sigmificant pay raise.”

Despite these oc-
currences, the fledg-
ling Japanese Ameri-
can community found
ways to thrive in
many respects. After
being turned down for
partner at the Ameri-
can Bridge Co., Tada-
fumm Mikurniya started
his own firm, Tada
Engineering Co.

About her father’s
projects, Mary Jane
Mikuriya wrote,
“One of Dad’s spe-
cialties was design-
ing bridges, and he
was a consultant for
Robeling in Trenton
that made cables for
suspension bridges
such as are used in the
Golden Gate Bridge. .
.. He was especially
proud of the round-

i

fLeft} Michiyo and Saburo Inouye with their
grandsons, David, Robert and Richard in 1964

(Befow} Michiyo and Saburo Inouye (cenfer}with
the Yeyas in 1964

about around the
Jefferson Memorial,
which he designed as
such so that drivers
could appreciate both
the cherry trees and
memorial.”

Yosuke Nakano also continued to
leave a lasting impact on the Philadel-
phia landscape through his work with
Wark & Co.

Graves remembered, “Shortly after
WWII, my father was named ‘Man of
the Year’ by the Philadelphia Chamber
of Commerce. Legally, he was still an
enemy alien. He was cited for building
60 of the most-outstanding buildings of
the Greater Philadelphia region, includ-
ing industrial and military facilities,
offices, hospitals and schools.”

The younger generation of Nisei
resettlers would also continue to leave
their impact on the region

George Nakashima would become
one the country’s leading furniture
craftsman whose woodworking studio
works remain among the most-highly
sought-after midcentury pieces in the
resale market

Tak Moriuchi’s farm prospered, andin
time, he was able to purchase additional
land making it the largest apple orchard
on the East coast. After a distinguished
career as a lawyer, William Marutam
became the first Asian American judge
east of California.

Others succeeded in their own quiet
ways, integrating themselves and their
families into the business, religious
and social communities of Greater
Philadelphia.

Yet, this relatively small group also
left an indelible mark on the Japa-
nese American community nationwide
through their significant contributions
to the Redress movement.

Sansei Ken Oye wrote, “I remember
a small strategy meeting at Tak Mo-
riuchi’s house with Grayce Uyehara,
Grant Ujifusa and others. The Moriuchi
family were gracious hosts. Tak looked
on wisely without talking much. If
memory serves, Tak then offered advice
on how to reach Republican members
of the House through low-key personal
visits by Nisel business people and
farmers. He also noted that Sansei
liberals like me might not be very ef-
fective with people like conservative
Congressman James Courter. And if
memory serves, Grant and Grayce
smiled and nodded.”

Tak’s daughter, Chiyo Moriuchi, ex-
panded on her father’s role in redress.

“Tak actively lobbied. He couldn’t

avoid it since Aunt Grayce wouldn’t let
himnot,” she said. “Tak was a Repub-
lican and donated to many candidates.
[ think that might have given him access
to some representatives that otherwise
might not have been natural supporters.”™

Reflecting more on the role of the
Nisei women, Miyo Moriuchi remem-
bered, “Grayce was outspoken and
active professionally as a social worker
and later for redress. Hiroshi, like his
sister (my Mom), went along and was
supportive and always did whatever she
was doing meticulously and thought-
fully.”

Perhaps Tak Moriuchi andindeed the
entire Philadelphia Nisei generation’s
greatest effort at building a lasting
community space that would keep
the Japanese Americans together was
realized when he became a founding
partner of the Medford Leas Retirement
Community.

Daughter Chiyo recalled, “When
[ asked him why he got involved with
Medford Leas, he said ‘because Lew
Barton said to.””

Miyo Moriuchi elaborated further:
“Dad was an only child and knew how
difficult it was for my Mom when his
mother became ill with cancer in her
mid-60s. Besides the family, farm and
household, Mom was mirsing Obaachan
and later Ojiichan. Dad didn’t want his
children to be expected to do that kind
of care and saw the Continuing Care
Retirement Community concept as a
practical, comfortable and intelligent
way to age. He encouraged and con-
vinced about 30 JAs to move to Medford
Leas, including the Uyeharas and the
Marutanis. I think he felt protective
and got two or three single JA women,
Ida Shimanouchi from NY C and Mary
Toda, D.C. secretary to Mike Masaoka,
to also move to Medford Leas.”

Laurel Marutam reflected, “Asa child,
[ did not realize the depth of commit-
ment Americans of Japanese ancestry
had in supporting human rights. The
Nisei generation were examples of the
importance of perseverance, patience,
community-building and family in sup-
porting positive change for our country.”

While the entire generation of [ssei
and most of the Nisei are now gone, their
legacy lives on through the memories
of their children and the lasting impact
of their great deeds and tireless efforts
toward community-building, |
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Michelle Huey (leff) speaks on a youth-
organized panel discussing sexual assault in

the Asian American community.

Finding Love, Solidarity and

Inspiration in our Community:
THE MERRY MEMORIES OF THE NY/SC

Voices in the NY/SC center their activism in the
organization’s sense of community and need to
build upon it to strengthen ties with all people. |

By Mieko Kuramoto,

NY/SC National Youth Rep.
Additional reporting by

Caitlin Takeda, EDC Youth Rep.

s December rolls around

and brings 2018 to a

close, the youth of the

JACL had a chance to
look back on our year. It's been a
busy one — spanning two retreats,
six Youth Leadership summits and
one fantastic National Convention in
Philadelphia — and the youth had a
lot to say!

In keeping with the theme of “Mer-
1y Memories,” we asked members of
the JACL’s National Youth/Student
Council about their favorite memo-
ries of their years in the organization.
Most of what we heard centered on
community — the ways in which we
find it in one another, how we keep it
thriving and the foundations we build
that strengthen our work as activists
and leaders.

From those of us who have been in-
volved with JACL for years to those

(Right)NY/SC Youth Chair Kota Mizutani gives the NY/SC report to the
JACL National Council at the 2018 National Convention in Philadelphia.

(Above) Participants in the 2018 Youth Membership Convention are & 4
recognized during National Convention.

who joined weeks ago, the NY/SC
had a lot to share. More than any-
thing, youth members talked about
the communities they formed both at
the national and local levels.

Eastern District Council Youth Rep-
resentative Caitlin Takeda recently
joined the New England chapter, but
she spoke about carrying her affinity
for the JACL community from home
to college with her.

“My favorite memories have been
back home at JANM and with the
Ventura County Chapter. Having a
close-knit JA community back home
was so important to me and made me
want to join the JA community in
New England.”

Takeda also had the opportunity to
participate in this year’s Heart Moun-
tain Pilgrimage, an experience that
she described as being emotionally
powerful.

“Heart Mountain is a significant
place for my family because it is
where my maternal grandfather
and his family were incarcerated.
Being at the site with former incarcer-
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Strategic planning in action. Pictured (from left) are

1

ees and their families was incredibly
moving,” she said. “There is
resilience in revisiting a place of pain
and trauma and still walking away
with hope for a more accepting and
democratic future.”

While our work often leads us
into the deeply personal, having a
community of other JACL youth to
support and share it with is joyful.

Jess Juanich, who recently joined
the NY/SC as the Pacific North-
west District Youth Representative,
remembers taking the stage at his first
National Convention after a long day
of business.

“My favorite memories were defi-
nitely the 2018 Convention, where |
connected with many people and had
a fun time jamming out at the open
mic night with Rob (Buscher), Kota
(Mizutani) and others . . . it was super
fun!™

Juanich’s spur-of-the-moment
performance on piano, alongside
Mizutani’s saxophone and Buscher’s
guitar, is now JACL legend.

Indeed, some of the NY/SC’s most
important bonding moments happen
outside of meetings, weekly confer-
ence calls and council sessions.

‘T've attended the conventions

PHOTOS BRANDON MIYASAKI

Stephanie Nitahara, Eric Langowski and Tammy Le.

(Below) First-time Convention-goers Taylor Goto,
Karman Chao and Lauren Matsumoto

in D.C. and Philly, and my favorite
parts of those have probably been
spending time with other JACL
members during our downtimes,”
noted Intermountain District Youth
Representative Eric Tokita.

Tokita’s knack for creating ener-
getic and cohesive community spaces
extend beyond just the National Con-
vention, and this year, he spearhead-
ed the formation of JAYS, Japanese
American Youth/Students, in the Salt
Lake City area.

Community building has always
been an important part of the NY/
SC’s work toward education and ac-
tivism. It builds not only networks,
but also friendships and memories,
too.

Tammy e, a former PNW Dis-
trict Youth Representative, described
finding a similar sense of community
through her JACL work.

In the first gathering of the PNW
Youth Group she organized, Le said,
. .. we connected over our childhood
stories, our aspirations and our pas-
sion for learning and social change.
This was especially memorable for
me because I had moved away from
Seattle, where I didn’t know many
like-minded people. Being in that
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Kota Mizutani (feft} .
and Jess Juanich NG

(center} perform at |
the 2018 Convention
in Philadelphia’s
Open Mic Night.

space again reminded me of the
hope and power that comes from unit-
ing as one for a common goal. [ was
also glad to hear [that] other people
felt the same way.”

“Uniting as one for a common goal”
is what gives our JACL youth com-
munity such a strong foundation from
which to build our activism. While
we share many unforgettable experi-
ences, we remain mindful of the work
that still needs to be done — work
that is increasingly pressing.

“It’s hard to imagine another time
in recent when the JACL's leader-
ship was so needed,” said NY/SC
Youth Chair Kota Mizutani. “From
the disturbing increase in hate crimes
nationwide to continued attacks on
important affirmative action policies
in institutions of higher education,
the JACL has limitless opportunmity
to take crucial leadership and support
roles within a variety of advocacy
spaces.”

Indeed, beyond our personal goals,
the NY/SC has hopes for the great-
er JACL and its trajectory as a civil
rights orgamzation. Many hope to
broaden our definition of “commu-
nity” and create bonds beyond just
Japanese and Asian Americans.

Aiko Dzikowski, an at-large mem-
ber of the NY/SC based out of the
Eastern District, sees the future

Members of the NY/SC with the recipient of
the 2018 Vision Award, Beckie Masaki (cenfer).
Pictured (from fleft} are Eric Tokita (IDC Youth °©
Rep), Tammy Le(PNW Youth Rep.), Michelle Huey
(former NCWNP Youth Rep.), Mieko Kuramoto
(NY/SC National Youth Rep.), Kenji Kuramitsu
(former NY/SC National Youth Rep.) and Kota
Mizutani (NY/SC Youth Chair).

PHOTD: Al O DZIKOYYSK]

(Above right} Mieko Kuramoto speaks at a Youth
Leadership Summit at Smith College. The summit
was entitled, “Incarceration by Executive Order:
Japanese American Internment Camps and
Immigration Detention Centers Today.”

(Right} The NY/SC atits 2018 Fall Retreatin San
Jose, Calif. Thanks to San Jose Taiko and Roy
Hirabayashi for a great workshop!

of JACL as advocating for social at the local chapter level or support- We cherish the memories we’ve had
and political change from multiple ing others through activism, it is in  with JACL in the past year and look
perspectives. our communities where we can start forward to a new year of growth and

“I see JACL as being adaptive to to make social and political change. commumty-building. |

specific intercommunity and intra-
community needs as they arise,” said
Dzikowski. “In terms of today’s so-
cial issues, [ hope to see JACL take # /
action in solidarity with groups such @p y OIWA L
as migrant families, victims of gun
violence and those affected by the 2 - : /
California wildfires and other conse- éwa a Gbﬁ- 0’[ a/o‘{, OW&M‘
quences of climate change.”

Others, like former Midwest Dis-

To subscribe

trict YQuth Representati\.fe Eric L?m— www.rafunews.com|
gowski, advocate for an introspective
approach to intersectional activism. s
“Redress is a legacy that we can uti-
lize to advocate for all oppressed peo- for 1 Year

ples of color,” said Langowski. “We
often draw historical connections
with today’s child detention policies
or the Muslim ban, but it is just as
important to make comnections with
direct action we can take today. This
can be extending redress to our com-

-
T e,

o Rt G -’_'ﬁ';w W

munity . . . or in solidarity with other

communities (such as advocating for <

reparations for slavery or the abolish- Keep up with the latest

ment of ICE). Redress was radical happenings in the =

and today calls for radical action.” Jqpq nese American H ===
As we look to the NY/SC’s goals communiiy =

for the next year, our community re-

mains at the center of our aspirations. RAFU SHIMPOD

Whether itis facilitating youth groups || 701 ¢ fird Street, Suite 130, LA, CA 90013 » 213-629-2231 » 213-687-0737 fax » rafu.com

STACI TOJI, ESEH
TOJI LAW, APC

Estate Planning for the Generations

3655 Torrance Blvd., Suite 300 | Torrance, CA 90503

(424) 247-1123 | staci@tojilaw.com | www.tojilaw.com
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JA history.

By Patti Hirahara, Contributor

American legacy is being preserved

in the State of Washington, I found
two classes being taught at the University
of Washington by Acting Assistant
Professor Vince Schleitwiler of the Asian
American Studies/American Bthnic Studies
Department.

His two class offerings are the Autumn
2018 Asian American Studies 370 class
titled “Japanese America: History, Culture
and Politics — When and Where Does the
Story of Japanese America Begin?” and the
second is his Winter 2019 Asian American
Studies 372 class titled “JTapanese American
Incarceration: An Unfinished History.”

It is rare these days to find these types
of classes still being taught to university
students, so I wanted to find out more.

His first offering explores how Japanese
Americans began arriving on U.S. shores
in significant numbers more than 130 years
ago, but histories don’t always start at the
beginning.

For many, the story of Japanese America
began with the start of World War IT and the
uprooting of lon g-established West Coast
communities and subsequent incarceration
of some 120,000 people in U.S. concentra-
tion camps.

For others, the story begins in the 1960s,
when a cohort of young activists redefined
the Japanese American experience as an
indispensible part of the Asian American
movement.

More recently, in theaftermath of 9/11 and

I n being fascinated on how the Japanese

Patti Hirahara receives
congratulations from
Washington State
University Alumni Assn.
Executive Director Tim
Pavish for receiving its
2018 Honorary Alumna
Award. Hirahara became
the first Japanese Amen-
can to receive the award
since its inception in 1966.

PHOTO: STEVE NAKATA

Hirahara
serves as
grand marshal
of the 2018
Washington
State Pioneer
Power Show;
her grandfa-
ther, George
A Hirahara,

In received the

f same honor in

ol 1987.

PHOTO: JEANENE
SUTTON

idential election, Japanese American iden-
tity has been increasingly redefined as the
grounds fora politics of solidarity with move-
ments for black lives, Muslim Americans,
refugees, the undocumented and other targets
of racial stereotyping, indefinite detention,
family separation and mass incarceration.

In this course, Schleitwiler explores the
lost worlds of Japanese America througha
combination of historical and cultural ap-
proaches, recognizing that the means and
ends of Japanese American identification
have always been a matter of politics.

In the first half of the course, he surveys
three major episodes in Japanese American
history: the era of immigration and exclu-
sion, the WWII incarceration and the rise
of the Asian American movement. In the
second half, he examines major themes:
the intersections of race and ethnicity with
gender and sexuality, the relations between
Japanese A mericans and other people of color
that define each group and the life trajectory
of an exceptional Japanese American, Yuri
Kochiyama, in a movement toward an ideal
of liberation.

His second offering in 2019 looks at WWII
and its life-changing impact on Japanese
Americans.

The JA community had long-established
roots on the West Coast. The majority were
citizens, by virtue of UL5. birth, and the rest
wereimmigrants who were legally excluded
from naturalized citizenship on racial grounds
and were committed, many decades earlier,
to a permanent life in the TS,

Over subsequent decades, historians have
conclusively established that there were
no legitimate grounds for this policy. By
scholarly consensus, there are no credible
arguments to justify the Japanese American
incarceration, both in retrospect and based
on what was known to U.S. policymakers
at the time.

Japanese Americans did not posea threat
to national security, the incarceration was
not a military necessity and the
safety of the community was
not the motivation for their
imprisonment behind barbed-
ire fences and armed guards.
In the 1980s, the LS. govern-
ment formally acknowledged
he injustice of the incarcera-
ion, apologized and allocated
A symbolic sum of money for
redress and reparations to sur-
iving incarcerees.
“Nonetheless,” Schleitwiler
believes, “the memory of the
apanese American incarcera-
ion continues to be a strug-
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THE STATE OF WASHINGTON SHOWS
INITIATIVE IN PRESERVING MEMORIES
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN LEGACY

Specific classes at the University of Washington focus on
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gle of discussion in the present — because
of what it means for narratives of national
history, race or the Japanese American
collective identity and because of its un-
mistakable resonances with contemporary
issues of Islamophobia, anti-immigrant
and anti-refu gee sentiments, arbitrary and
indefinite detention, mass incarceration and
white nationalism.”

In this course, Schleitwiler explores the
major elements of this history, as well as
the terms of political struggle and cultural
memory that continue to animate contem-
porary debates about the Japanese American
incarceration.

The currentautumn class has a total of 40
students, and their interests in wanting to
take this class ranged from an extension of
taking Japanese lan gua ge classes, personal
tamily history of having members that were
incarcerated during WWII and a general
interest of learnin g more about the Japanese
American legacy.

I had an opportunity to be in Seattle in
November, where I was invited to bea guest
speaker by Professor Schleitwiler due to
my background in preserving the history
of Japanese pioneers of the Yakima Valley
in Central Washington and being the first
Japanese American to be named a 2018
Honorary Alumna by the Washin gton State
University Alumni Assn., the first since its
inception in 1966, for my work in promot-
ing the Japanese American incarceration on
behalf of WL

Professor Schleitwiler and I became ac-
quainted through an introduction from Jill
Hyesun Wasbery, editor of the International
Examiner newspaper in Seattle.

It was a wonderful experience to meet
these energetic UW students and tell them
how lucky they were to be part of an excit-
ing time in Washington history. Many new
projects have been developed this year that
focus on the Japanese American experience,
throughout the
state, and new
stories continue
to be told.

Having only
| planned to meet

with the students
for an hour, I
told them that
=  Cthisisyourtime

- ‘ to help preserve

A Ll e n disaos

{Above} KSPS Public Television
Station Spokane Producer/Editor
Mary DeCesare and Executive Pro-
ducer Jim Zimmer will debut their
new documentary about the Japa-
nese American incarceration in the
State of Washington in 2019.

Ellen Allmendinger’s book “Hidden
History of Yakima” profiles the un-
known history of the Japan Town in
Yakima, Wash. Her Oct. 29 release is
showing book sales doing well.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF ELLEN ALLMENDINGER

the Japanese American legacy by writing
stories, speakin g to public groups, being an
ambassador on the subject, learning more
about your family tree, and if you have fam-
ily that was a part of the Japanese American
incarceration, to start asking questions before
it’s too late.”

I was also able to show them the video
about the history of the Hirahara family
photo graphers that I presented at the FDR
Presidential Library and Museum in 2017,
as well as shared my story about how I
have worked to help Japanese American
families tell their personal stories about their
experiences throughout the Pacific
Northwest, around the country and in my
hometown of Anaheim, Calif.

The class is only held twice a week, but
due to student interest and questions that
Tuesday morning, I was there forabout 90
minutes answering questions before I had
to go to the airport and come back home.

In talking with Schleitwiler after I returned
home, hesaid, “Thestudents still continue to
talk about your presentation, and it was an
honor to have you in my class. The students
were very inspired by your work.”

I asked him what has been the reaction
from his students in taking his JA class.

“Teaching this class, in Seattle, to these
students has been a delight,” Schleitwiler
said. “Some of my students are Japanese
American themselves, usvally mixed with
other ethnic and racial backgrounds, and
are eager to learn about their family and
community history. A very large percentage
come from families that immigrated after
WWII, which is interesting since they still
see the camp experience as relevant to who
they are. But most of my students are from
other ethnic and racial backgrounds. Many
of them also connect to this history through
their communities, likethe students you met
from the Yakima Valley, who wereso eager
to learn about your family’s history, or the
student who was inspired to go home on break
and interview his Japanese American neigh-
bor, or the Latino and Muslim students who
are curious about how Japanese American
history relates to the bigotry and xenophobia
they are experiencing today. Now, several
of them are doing final projects motivated
by your presentation.”

It was also personally rewarding to find
that the University of Washington Librar-
ies Research Guide on Asian Americans/
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Japanese Americans is citing the Washing-
ton State University Libraries Manuscripts,
Archives and Special Collections George and
Frank C. Hirahara Photograph Collection,
1943-1945, as one of their resources.

Schleitwiler, is a fourth-generation Japanese
American who was raised in Chicago’s Rogers
Park neighborhood and currently makes his
home in Seattle’s Beacon Hill.

In becoming an actin g assistant professor at
the University of Washington, he has seen his
career come fullcircle. Schleitwiler received
his PhD in English from the University of
Washington in 2008 and has since held posi-
tions at Williams College and the University of
Southern California, where he tau ght courses
in both ethnic studies and Africana studies.

Schleitwiler also served as a Scholar-in-
Residence at the Center for Art+Thought,
an organization that brings together artists,
scholars and writers to explore the experiences
and perspectives of the Filipino diaspora.

And while he was a graduvate student at
the University of Washington, Schleitwiler
worked with many in the UW English depat-
ment and served as a teaching assistant for
both Sherman Alexie and Professor Emeritus
Steve Sumida. He also knew both Sumida
and Sumida’s wife, Professor Emeritus Gail
Nomura, from his time as an undergraduvate
at the University of Michigan and was happy
to continue working with them at TTW.

“In 2016, after Steve, Gail and Tetsuden
Kashima all retired, I came back to UW to
teach Steve’s old classes,” Schleitwiler said.
“Starting in 2017, I took over Tetsu’s courses
in Japanese American studies, which had
been taught the previous year by Jeannie
Shinozuka, a very talented historian from
Southern California.”

In addition, Schleitwiler is a frequent con-
tributor to Seattle’s International Examiner,
and his article on an exhibition at the Wing
Luke Museum was honored in the 2017
Northwest Excellence in Journalism awards.
His writing has also appeared in the Village
Voice and FILMMAKER, having started his
interest in journalism during high school as

(Left} University of Washington Professor
Vince Schleitwiler talks with his students
during his “Japanese America: History, Culture
and Politics™ class.

(Right} Yakima Herald Republic’s Tammy Ayer
interviewed Yoshiko Kishi (pictured} about her

donation of her baby moccasins to the Yakima
Valley Museum. The story was picked up by the
Associated Press and was carried by 80 media

outlets across the U.S.

(Below) Vince Schieitwiler’s students watch
a short video presentation about the history
of Hirahara family photographers George and
Frank C. Hirahara, which was originally shown

at the FDR Presidential Library and Museum in

New York.

PHOTOS: PATTI HIRAHARA

a weekly movie review
columnist forthe Chicago
Tribune. Among his other
published works are arti-
cles and reviews forschol-
arly journals, and his book,
“Strange Fruit of the Black
Pacific,” was published in
2017 by NYU Press.

In terms of what Schleitwiler has found
the most rewarding in teaching at UW has
been making connections between Japanese
American history and the struggles of other
communities today.

“This is particularly powerful, and when I
was in college in the "90s, a lot of us thought
that Japanese Americans had accomplished
what we needed in terms of telling the story
of camp, thus Asian American studies should
focus on other things,” he said. “But 9/11
changed my mind, of course. Now, as I look
at how a new group of Japanese Americans
are reclaiming their history, specifically to
supportother groups thatare targeted today, I
liketo talk to students about someone like Yuri
Kochiyama, an activist best known for work-
ing with black and Puerto Rican organizers. I
realized that this compassion for other groups
is very much a Japanese American value.”

His family also has a personal tie to the
Pacific Citizen newspaper.

“This is another really rewarding part of
this class for me since I can actvally teach
materials related to members of my family in
justabout every unit! Larry and Guyo Tajiri,
the great Pacific Citizen journalists, are my
great-uncleand great-aunt. They published a
piece by my grandfather, Vince Tajiri, in the
Dec. 3, 1942, issue about being a private in
the U.S. Army on the day Pearl Harbor was
bombed,” Schleitwiler said.

He is now following in the footsteps of
another famous University of Washington

{Above} The Yakima Valley Museum
first Day of Remembrance event on Feb. 18, 2018,
where attendees learned more about the history of

Japanese pioneers in the region.

PHOTO: DAVID LYNX

(Left} University of Washington Professor Emeritus
Tetsuden Kashima
PHOTO: COURTESY OF TETSUDEN KASHIMA

Professor Emeritus Tetsuden Kashima, who
was awarded the Order of Rising Sun, Gold
Rays with Rosette, in 2017 by the government
of Japan in recognition of his contributions
to furthering the understanding of Japanese
American sociology and history and the
advancement of Japanese and Japanese
Americans in the U.S.

“In the late "60s and early "70s, we had to
fight for ethnic studies classes until it became
a legitimate academic option at major uni-
versities,” said Kashima. “Very few analytic
sources were then available on the JA experi-
ence, especially on the WWII incarceration
tragedy. This was before the Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civil-
ian’s redress hearin gs with the commission’s
1982 conclusion being thatthe root causes of
the incarceration were ‘racial prejudice, war
hysteriaand a failure of political leadership.””

Kashima’s first academic appointment was
as an acting assistant professor at the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbara, in the
department of sociology and as chairman
of its first Asian American Studies Program
there from 1971-76.

In 1976, he joined the University of Wash-
ington faculty as the chairperson of its Asian
American Studies Program; he retired 39
years later as a professor in the department of
American ethnic studies and adjunct professor
in the department of sociology.

“I created and offered my first JA History
and Culture class in 1971 at UCSB, " recalled
Kashima. “In teaching that class, what was
most extraordinary to
me was the frequency of
my JA students’ request
to tell them more about
the WWII ‘camps.’ They
said that their parents and
grandparents would allude
to it but NEVER talked
about or answered any
questions except about
trivial matters such as
the food, weather and
primitive living con-
ditions. 3o, I devoted
more lectures in that
class on the history
of the resistance and

hosted its

resilience of the Issei
and Nisei in meeting
the challenges they
faced in their extraor-
dinary disruption in
their lives and their

losses from their prewar
days.”

In the early 1970s, substan-
tive books and sources on the
incarceration were few but
steadily increasing.

“At the UW from 1976-
16, I offered a yearly class
first on JA History and Cul-
ture and a few years later
on the incarceration experience,” Kashima
continued. “What I then started to notice
was the increasing mortality rate of the Issei
generation. When [ talked with many of the
Issei before, the men would talk about vari-
ous camp names that were not in the WRA
area — such as Lordsburg, Santa Fe, Crystal
City and Seagoville. So, I thought a major
experiential vacuum existed in the historical
knowledge of Japanese Americans

“Fortunately, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s
‘Farewell to Manzanar’ (1974) and Michi
Weglyn's ‘Years of Infamy’ (1976) reached
a larger audience than the relatively few
excellent academic writings by introducing
the Department of Justice internment camps
saga,” Kashima continued. “What was also
needed was a comparative perspective on the
incarceration and internment experienceabout
which I lectured, and I finally published a book
entitled ‘Judgment Without Trial: Japanese
American Imprisonment During World War
IT” by UW Press in 2003 and 2004.7

Kashima’s Japanese American History
and Culture class was the initial foray in
this JA area, and he taught it almost yearly
from 1971-16, except for his two years when
he was invited as a visiting professorto a
Japanese university.

In asking how many students took his
class during that time, Kashima concluded,
“My best guess is that I am privileged to
have interacted with the smiling (hopeful-
ly, at least a few) faces of over a thousand
eager, very smart and even some brilliant
students.”

For me, the Japanese American legacy will
be well preserved in the history of the State
of Washington for generations to come, but
I hope these classes at the University of
Washington will continue to inspire
future leaders in our communities and be
a permanent part of UW’s Asian American
Studies/American Ethnic Studies Depart-
ment program.

I agree with Vince Schleitwiler when he
says, “Japanese American studies lives on
at UW because of Tetsuden Kashima, who
established these courses and taught them for
decades. The courses are also a testimony to
the local community, which let the university
know how important it is to maintain the legacy
of Steve, Gail and Tetsu when they retired.
Currently, these courses need to be renewed
each year, so the support of the Japanese
American community continues to make a
big difference.” |
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GENERATIONS AND |
CULTURES WITH
JAPANESE DANCE

Ken Kanesaka, the first and

only non-Japanese citizer¥

to be accepted into the

ranks of professional Kapki,

theater, Is striving to bring

iInternational awareness

the Japanese arts,

By Connie K. Ho,
Contributor

laborate makeup. Colorful
dress. Soulful singing and
dancing. These are many
of the attributes of Kabuki,
a Japanese traditional theater style.
Ken Kanesaka, a native of Southern
California, has lived and breathed
Kabuki much of his life. He has been
a student, a performer and a teacher,
breaking boundaries and barriers with
the art form.
Kanesaka, known professionally
as Nakamura Gankyo, was born and
raised in Huntington Beach, Calif.

{(Above) Gank yo Nakamura was first
featured in the 2006 edition of the
P.C.’s Holiday Issue.

(Right) Gankyo "Hime”

PHOTO: PAUL YAMAGUCHI

o

He began his Nihon Buyo (Japanese
classical dance) training at the age of
3 from the Bando School of Japanese
(Classical dance. Starting at a young
age, he traveled widely around the
United States to perform and intro-
duce Nihon Buyo at various Matsuri,
or Japanese festivals, and other multi-
cultural events.

Gankyo was first inspired to take
up the art from interactions with his
grandmother.

“She always kind of stressed the
importance of never forgetting what
your heritage is and your ancestors,”

Gankyo said.
At the age of 17, he attained his
natori  (masters degree)

from the ninth headmaster
and Kabuki actor, Bando
Mitsugoro, and awarded the
name Bando Hiroshichiro.
He enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Califorma, Los An-
geles, where he studied phi-

losophy and political science.

But while studying abroad in
Japan, Gankyo decided to audi-

tion for a place in a kabuki dance
school. Against all expectations, he
was accepted to Shochiku Kamigata
Kabuki Jyoku in Osaka. Gankyo
noted that the experience was a bit of
a culture shock at first.

“We have to oblige by the proper
protocols of bowing and saying thank
you. And when your senmior comes,
you have to show the same type of
gratitude or same type of formal-
ity,” said Gankyo, who would often
ask clarifying questions from the
mstructors to better understand the
curriculum. “Finding the people who
understand what it is to be a foreigner
[ think was really important to be able
to ask those type of questions later on.
But otherwise, it was one of the most
thrilling moments in my life.”

While completing the two-year
training program for future Kansai
Kabuki actors, Gankyo was im-
mersed in a variety of classes, in-
cluding Sado (tea ceremony), Ike-
bana (flower arrangement), koto,
shamisen, narimon (percussion),
wasai (sewing), Japanese history,
rakugo (Japanese ftraditional com-
edy telling) and Tokiwazu, taught
by National Living Treasure Toki-
wazu Ichihadaiyu. After two years,
Gankyo graduated first in his class,
being the first non-Japanese citizen
to be accepted into the school.

“It was really a moment in my life
that T was very grateful to have,”
said Gankyo on having the oppor-
funity to learn from National Liv-
ing Treasures, a popular Japanese

Tokiwazu
“Matsuri no
Hanagasa,”
performed in
L.os Angeles,
November 2018

PHOTO JUN Y OKOTA

term for those individuals certified
as Preservers of Important Intangible
Cultural Properties. “And I think it’s
because also in your 20s, you're at
the stage in your life where you can
make mistakes, you're able to take
risks. For me, fo be able to live in a
foreign country and to learn all these
art forms was just remarkable. [t was
really exciting for me to get up every
morning and come back and study
— 1t was part of the dreams I had as
a child that T thought would never
be able fo kind of mamfest itself in
my life.”

Much of his professional career has
been filled with milestones. Upon
graduation, Gankyo was accepted
to be the youngest member of the
Chikamatsu-za Troop and was
apprenticed by National Living
Treasure Nakamura Ganjiro 11, now
Sakata Tojaro 1V,

“More than anything, it's really
about my master, Sakata Tojoro,” said
Gankyo. “He has been, even to this
day, an idol for me since childhood.
His dreams and visions to bringing
infernational awareness to Kabuki
along with my own desires to pass on
the traditions to future generations

>> See Davuce on page 38
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(Above}JCC Red Cross
volunteers, 1923

(Right} Clothing and
drygoods were packed
in front of JCC’s second
building location at

135 W. 100 South to

aid Tokyo’s 1923 Kanto
earthquake victims.

JAPANESE
CHURCH OF
GHRIST HITS
A MAJOR
MILESTONE

Memories apbound for the 100-year-
old Salt Lake City church, still thriving
through the love of its dedicated
members.

By Charles James,
Contribufor

hen one hears that a Japanese church
mn Salt Lake City is celebrating its
100-year anniversary, one might

think, “Wait a minute . . . a 100-year-old Japanese
church in Utah?” Well, there i1s more to a church
than a building, and there is more to Utah’s faith
communities than just the Church of Latter-Day
Saints. Yes, Utah is largely demo-
graphically white and Mormon,
but the state has been undergo-
ing considerable changes. The
Salt Lake City Japanese Church
of Christ has played a significant

36 | PACIFIC@CITIZEN | Holiday 2018

IN-PEPTH

X TEY P

Y T e

role in those changes during its own 100
years of existence.

Utah history with those of Japanese an-
cestry goes back more than 120 years,
beginning in 1882 with the arrival of
immigrants of Japanese ancestry mov-
ing into the state. Founded in 1918, the
Presbyterian Japanese Church of Christ has long
played a key, critical role in providing for the
spiritual needs of Japanese immigrants and Japa-
nese American citizens, as did the Ogden and Salt
Lake City Buddhist temples, established in 1912.

According to a 2017 Deseret News article, the
most recent Utah census shows that “more than
1 in 5 Utahns is now a racial or ethnic minority
— including more than 1 in 4 Utahns under the
age of 187

Asians are the fastest-growing racial or ethnic
group in the state, accounting for 4.4 percent of
the state’s population. Chinese, Japanese and
Filipinos comprise more than 50 percent of the
Asian population, which also includes Vietnam-
ese, Indian, Laotian and Thai commumities. There
are also smaller communities of Nepali, Tibetan,
Bhutanese, Hmong, Karen and other groups that
also now call Utah home.

Most of Utah’s Japanese residents live primar-
ily in Salt Lake City and to the north in nearby
Ogden. There is also a scattering of Japanese

farming communities throughout northern
Utah and Carbon County, located south of Salt
Lake City.

Many Asian immigrants were brought into the
state in the late 1800s to work on railroad road
gangs and as coal miners. Some of the first immi-
grants were women brought in as “picture brides”

(Left} JCC 100th anniversary sign.
{Above} The JCC congregation on
Aug. 24, 2018.

JCC under
construction
in late 1924,
nearing

completion.

in 1882 — a 20th-century practice that brought
widows, prostitutes and women from poor
families from their home countries to Asian im-
migrant communities in the United States. Brides
were brought from Japan and Hawaii based on
photographs and recommendations.

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on
Dec. 7, 1941, hysteria, paranoia and racial preju-
dice gripped many Americans living along the
West Coast. It would lead to President Franklin
D. Roosevelt ordering the forced incarceration of
120,000 people of Japanese ancestry.

Executive Order 9066 was 1ssued on February
19, 1942, ostensibly as a “military necessity,”
though it was a contrived, disingenuous excuse
not supported by any facts. It was also un-Amer-
ican, unconstitutional and an egregious violation
of both the human and civil rights of American
citizens.

Many of those affected by EO 9066 chose to
voluntarily move to Utah and other states far-
ther inland. Others were forced into American
concentration camps around the country to live
behind barbed-wire fences with armed military
guards, one of which included the Topaz War Re-
location Center in Utah.

More than 11,000 Japanese American citizens
and others of Japanese ancestry were sent to the
Topaz War Relocation Center. The concentration
camp opened on Sept. 11, 1942, and eventually
became the fifth-largest city in Utah, with more
than 9,000 internees and staff; it closed on Oct.
31, 1945. Following the end of World War II,
many of the incarcerees chose to stay in Utah,
which had developed a thriving business and so-
cial environment for people of Japanese ancestry.

For many decades, there had been a strong anti-
Japanese sentiment in the West Coast states and
in many other areas of the country. Non-Cauca-
sians, especially Asians, often faced hostility and
resentment for any successes they achieved in
business and life. Even farming, an activity held
in high esteem in Japanese culture, and something
they were very good at it, was made to appear as
if they were somehow “taking up the land” from
“real Americans.”

Both Buddhism and Christianity were central
to mitigating the effects of racism in Utah by
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(Leff} Kay Nakashima and his sister, Emiko, with their parents, Toki and
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providing a rich cultural, spiritual
and social life for the Japanese com-
munities. [t allowed them to come to-
gether, feel safe and be accepted for
who they were. In that, the Japanese
Church of Christ of Salt Lake City
would play a very sigmficant role.

The Japanese Presbyterian Church
of Christ of Salt Lake City was
founded in 1918. The Rev. Hideno-
bu Toyotome was its first pastor. At
first, meetings were held in a church
member’s home. Later, the church
operated out of a store front in what
is known as Japantown.

In 1924, a new church was built
at its present location to accommo-
date its growing church membership.
Pastors at the church and the church
leadership has changed greatly over
time. Isse1 leadership, the first-gen-
eration immigrants from Japan, gave
way to Nisei leadership, those born
in the United States. Now, leadership
is being passed on to Sansei individ-
uals, the grandchildren of the Issei.

The current church has its challeng-
es, as do all churches in the modern
age. Modern society is increasingly
nonsectarian and less respectful
of traditions, authority and institu-
tions. Social values and morals have
changed with the times, with the re-
sult that fewer people attend church.
Even so, the Church of Christ contin-
ues to vigorously pursue its mission
in helping others.

One example is the Tongan Ameri-
can Free Wesleyan Church and the
Kachin Trimty Church, whose con-
gregations need a place to worship
— both have been allowed to share
the JCC’s facilities.

The church chapel’s original de-
sign included a cross atop the build-
ing but was never installed That
changed with the 100th Anniversary
celebration, which was held on Aug.
25. Through a generous donation
of Eunice Kato Griffin and her son,
I[saac, in memory of her parents and
his grandparents, Rev. Paul and No-
buto Kato, the church now proudly
has a cross atop its building.

There are several JCC church
members in their 90s. One of them,
98-year-old Kay Nakashima, born
in 1920, agreed to answer written

Yasukichi

(Above} In this picture from 1935, Kay Nakashima (sfanding in the upper
left-hand corner, back row} loved being in the Boy Scouts.

(Right} Kay Nakashima and the taiko drums he made for the church’s

taiko group

interview questions from the Pacific
Citizen with the help of his daughter,
Allyn.

Nakashima's parents were [ssei,
and his father, Yasukichi, came to
the U.S. first in 1907, followed by
his mother, Toki Tamai, in 1915 at
the age of 19 as a picture bride. His
mother remembered being seasick
all the way over on the ship, which
landed in Seattle.

Yasukichi Nakashima worked for
Union Pacific Railroad in Nevada,
painting boxcars until he fell off a
scaffolding and suffered a serious
head injury. The family then moved
to Ogden, Utah, to stay with friends.
Nakashima’s father became a bar-
ber, and his mother worked first as
a maid, and then later learned to do
clothing alterations and dry cleaning.

The family moved to the Japanese
section of Salt Lake City, near the
site of where the JCC 1s now located.
Kay Nakashima had two sisters.
Emiko (Amy) was born in 1916, and
Sakiko, born in 1918, died while an
infant. Kay (Keiichi) was born in
Ogden, Utah, on Jan. 26, 1920.

He attended school in Japantown at
the age of 6 but was held back one
vear because he couldn’t speak Eng-
lish. Nakashima would eventually go
on to attend the Umversity of Utah,
earning a degree in bacteriology and
work as a medical technologist.

While he wanted to go to medical
school, Nakashima was prevented
from doing so because of WWIL
Japanese were not allowed in medi-
cal school. He became a pharmacist
instead, retiring at the age of 65 in
1985.

Nakashima can’t recall exactly
when he first got married, but he
believes he was about 31 years of
age. He married Michiko Watanabe
from Brigham City, and they would
g0 on to have two daughters, Allyn
and Denyse. Michiko died in 1957,
and Nakashima did not remarry until
1984, when he married Sacko Noza-

ki Amano, a widow that
he met at church.

Despite a willingness to serve in
the military during the war, Nakashi-
ma was not accepted for enlistment
because of poor eyesight and a slight
limp from breaking his leg as a child.

Nakashima has lived in Salt Lake
City since he moved there with his
parents at the age of around 5 — he
has lived there for 93 years. And for
93 years, he has also been a mem-
ber of the JCC. Asked why that par-
ticular church, he replied that that
1s where most of his friends went
to church. He loved the Boy Scout
Troop sponsored by the church. His
mother, however, attended the Bud-
dhist church across the street.

Both of Nakashima’s daughters,
Denyse and Allyn, attended JCC
throughout their lives. Denyse was
a youth leader and started the taiko
group at the church with her friend,
Laura Hirose Olson, whose father
was the pastor. Denyse and her fa-
ther made most of the taiko group’s
drums out of old wine barrels.

Nakashima would serve as an Elder
at the church several times through
the years and said he always loved
the people there. He attended the Mt.
Olympus Presbyterian church near
his home during the 1960s and "70s,
but never stopped attending func-
tions and activities at JCC, where his
daughters worshipped. He returned
to the fold at JCC permanently in the
1980s.

Nakashima’s daughter, Allyn, says
the church has always been a big part
of her dad’s life, saying that “it was
important to him to belong to the
Japanese community for social and
cultural reasons.” She says his asso-
ciation with the nearby Mt. Olympus
Church introduced him to the Chris-
tian Business Men's Committee.

Through the CBC, he became one
of the founders of the Rescue Mis-
sion of Salt Lakein 1972. The CBMC
also sent him as their representative

to the President’s Prayer Breakfast
during the Johnson A dministration.
While Nakashima says he did ex-
perience some prejudice after WWII,
he always had friends in the commu-
nity who did not hold his race against
him. And while Nakashima believes

his experience at Mt Olympus
Church added greatly to his growth
as a Christian, it was to the JCC that
he returned. It was his spiritual home
and most important to his cultural
heritage.

Asked how he would like to be re-
membered, Nakashima said what he
most wants is to be remembered as
“a good Christian man.” And with
having been part of the 100-year
history of the JCC for 93 years of his
life, who would argue that he would
be remembered as anything else.

What's interesting about Nakashi-
ma’s story with the JCC is that his
experiences have been shared by
many thousands of Japanese Ameri-
cans and others of Japanese ancestry
growing up in the U.S. They often
faced exploitation and prejudice, yet
it was the always the dream of a bet-
ter and freer life for themselves and
their children in America they held
dear. Their embrace of their faith and
the social and cultural ties to their
churches and communities sustained
them. And it contributed to their suc-
cess and happiness.

The 100th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Salt Lake City Japanese
Church of Christ is symbolic of
how a small church, one lovingly
supported by its members through-
out its history, can have an outsized
influence on the lives of others.

The 2019 JACL National Conven-
fion will be held in Salt Lake City.
Be sure fo visit this historic sife,
located at 268 100 S while attending
convention!
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is what motivates me to continue
my studies in Kabuki.

Gankyo also became the first, and
only, non-Japanese citizen to be ac-
cepted into the professional ranks of
Kabuki in the theater’s history. As
a professional Kabuki actor, he has
performed in all of the major Kabuki
theaters throughout Japan and has
traveled internationally to perform in
China, England, India, Korea and the
United States.

“I felt like it was
too good to be true,
like I was dreaming
and someone was go-
ing to wake me up,”
said Gankyo. “Hon-
estly, as a foreigner,
[ never thought I
would be allowed to
set foot on the stage,
let alone be accepted
as a professional
Kabuki actor.

Toré  awarded
Kanesaka with the
stage name of Na-
kamura Gankyo (the
“gan” from Gan-
jiro, and “kyd” from
Kyoto).

“It was held in
great secrecy — I
wasn’t able to pick
my own name, as it
was something that
my master held very
dearly to his heart,”
said Gankyd, who
was filled with a mix
of emotion when he
heard his stage name
for the first time and
wanted to uphold it
with dignity.

Gankyd began to pursue higher ed-
ucation when he returned to the U.S.,
completing first a master’s degree in
2010 at the Umiversity of Southern
California; he is now enrolled in a
doctoral program at UCLA. Kane-
saka 1s also considered a “double
Bruin,” having attended UCLA pre-
viously in 1998. During his doctoral
studies, he has studied as a Fulbright
Scholar and as a researching scholar
at Waseda University and Tokyo Uni-
versity.

“I focus on the emergence of popu-
lar fiction in the early modern period,
and the reason why [ wanted to do
this was because [ was able to com-
bine both aspects of performance and
the visual arts and then with the Lit-
erature aspect,” said Gankyo, who is
currently in the last stages of editing
his dissertation. “I'm kind of the very
first person to look at this intersection
between how performance influences
textual creations like textual writing
and also how poetry and literature in-
fluence the way actors present their
characters onstage and how they both

PHCTCr COMANT

(Above} Tokiwazu “Kaminari Sendo,”
circa Monterey, Calif., 2011

(Left}) Nagauta “Hanafusa Shujaku
Jishi,” circa Monterey, Calif., 2000

kind of feed off of each other.”

In November, U.S. Kabuki Ke-
nyu presented “Shinsei Kai: Emerg-
mg Stars of Japanese Theater” at
the Aratami Theater in Los Angeles’
Little Tokyo.

“My grandmother told me that it
doesn’t really matter how much you
love learning or continuing
your own studies if you don’t
teach the younger generations.
She always reminded me to be
humble and be grateful for the
opportunities that I’ve had in
my life so far, and [
must admit that I'm
very, very lucky that
I've had so many
mentors in my life
and so many people
who care enough to
spend the time to
teach me different
aspects of not just
theories and litera-
ture, but also in practicing these
traditional arts,” Gankyd said.
“l want to make sure that the

Gankyo
makeup in
Sanbaso,”

Calif., 2009.
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future generations will also have the
same opportunities that I've had so
that the arts will continue to grow and
be passed down to the future genera-
tions.”

The program offered an opportu-
mity to showcase Japanese traditional
arts, featuring kabuki, taiko, calligra-
phy, among other art forms.

“One of the things I wanted to do
with this show was to create the space
for young artists to come togethe
r and bring the traditional arts back to
Little Tokyo,” Ganky6 said. “Luckily,
[ think there was enough interest from
the community, and I think one thing
that I was very, very pleased about
— 1t wasn’t just the Japanese Ameri-
can community that came out to sup-
port it, but we had various nationali-
ties that I think over 60 percent was
actually from communities outside
of Japan. And so I was so happy to
see that, to see that mix in the audi-
ence.”

Gankyo currently teaches dance
to students ranging in age from 3 to

circa Monterey,

mid-80s. He also has dance studios
in Northern and Southern Califorma
and New York. In 2007, he formed
the group Bando Ryu “Kyo no Kai.”

He currently teaches dance every
Thursday at Centenary Methodist
Church in Los Angeles’ Little To-
kyo and on Saturdays at the East San
Gabriel Valley Community Center,
as well as once a month in Monterey,
Calif.

Gankyo 1s excited about the
future opportunities in store, includ-
ing upcoming performances and
educational opportunities.

“It’s really important for me to
uphold my grandmother’s vision and
bring this international awareness to
the Japanese arts,” Gankyo said. “I'm
still learming as an artist, and academ-
ic scholar, but it’s something that I'm
very passionate about. And [ think
this is a really important time that we
live in right now — it’s very impor-
tant to keep that heritage and culture
alive.” |



Densho provides free curriculum and
resources to help teachers bring lessons
of Japanese American history, civil liberties,
and equity into the classroom.

WWW.eenshoe.org/leerning-c@nter
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Philadelphia New York

Best Wishes this Holiday Season
Peace & Prosperity to All in 2019

f " Holidays from the Livingston-Meyeey) Chipgy, N\

¥ ra
Save the Date: !
Come join us at our -
Day of Remembrance [\ Oyl
Banquet, Saturday, & iﬁ. ==
February 16, 2019 "
Merced County
Fairgrounds

For more information
contact:
Janet Fujimoto McCabe
T at
S| Janetl127@gmail.com
: or (209) 631-1933

The Merced Assembly Center Memorial

Arizona

Peace. Love. Unity.
JACL Arizona Chapter

Happy Holidays
from the JACL
New York Chapter!

Visit us at: www.jacl-ny.org

NEW YORK CHAPTER

JACL

Cincinnati

Happy 90° Anniversary JACL

Never Again is Now
Cincinnati Chapter

Pocatello-
Blackfoot

Seasons
Greetings!

2 b from the IDC
Pocatello-Blackfoot Chapter

Santa Barbara

i
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Sonoma St.Louis  Snake River

Sonoma County JACL i ”4ppy HOL Ipq ys
?/-’J\.H @) 84 vears of history serving Sonoma Co. j
= www.sonomacojacl.org =
: from members & friends of
r -]
4
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ABE, Kokichi & Esther Sonoma :
CHERNIN, Joshua & Sarah ..... .. Cotali Ol'l‘l'al’lo, OI"QQOH
e T Y T b g o i v B Sebastopol
DAVLIN, Nancy ... L e e s A e Petaluma Board Members
FUJII, Rose.. i N Sebastopol rOI I l i
FURUSHO, Ralph 8 KETKO .oooueermremrermmsemrerseone Sebastopol Cathy Yasuda  Lonnie Woo
HAYASHI, Mark & Cynthia........... PR s Petaluma KIYU Teramura®* Ted Takatori
HOTTEL, Jodi .. N T T ... Santa Rosa .
ISHIZU, Curly & l\«lanan ................ TSR AL Petalunia h e Erica Oxna'r:n Mary Ann Murata
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KASHIWAGI, George & AliCe. ..o Sebastopol Janet Komoto  Howard Matsumura
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KNAPPMAN, Michael & ‘sachika rensraranreennssnss, RONMNMErt Park 0 u I S Teresa Fetherolf student board members
LEACH, Julene 8 Timl ..o Sebastopol n P
LEW, Lance, Roberla & Spencer.... arsenie sl dam bt Petaluma g B o
LOPEZ, YUKIKO rvvveressasrnemssssissimanens ...Santa Rosa @
MASADA, Gary & Greg 3 Petaluma
MASUOKA, Ginger. i - BN Francisco
MIYANO, Steve & Janice........ ; 7 Petaluma
MURAKAMI, Alan & Family : . Sebastopol
MUTRARANML; DDavithacimwmierismsisiamrseiimiss Petaluma
MURAKAMI, Margarette ... Sebastopol
PETROVIC, Beverly & Mihajlo.....iunimmmmimiion. Petaluma
SHIMIZU, Gordon & Michi ..o Sebastopol 5 e -
SEHIMIZU, Martin .....cooo..wisinns NN 2 HITELTEBDOTE D!
SUGIYAMA, Alyce......cooicunmnsanras P Petaluma .
SUGTYAMA, Gary 8 Becky.....o..irrerrreorr. SaNLA ROSE Happy New Year and Happy Holidays
SUGIYAMA, Marie.. R ———— Santa Rosa 1
SUGIYAMA, Matsumi Santa Rosa from the Japan Chapter'
SUGIYAMA, Rod 8 Famiily...cesenssnmmsssmnnirissises Santa Rosa |
TANIGUGCHT, TeruyO: s isimnimimismibmmnais Sebastopol J - C Japanese American Citizens League
TAWA, Thomas... sitorsiisneiniznibnsnasnsprosipiint SO IR ST OSE JACL Japan Chapter L Tokyo
THOW, George & l*armly ........................................ Santa Rosa
WATANABE, Don... e . Sebastopol . .
YAMASAKI, Ray B e lig Betatiima Learn about us on Instagram @jacl_japan or
YONEDA, Tom (Mem. of Karl & Elaine)........c..... Santa Rosa Facebook - JACL Japan Chapter
YOSHIOKA, Nancy . Petaluma
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DC CHAPTER

WISHING EVERYONE A
HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR!
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YEAR IN REVIEW 2018

TR

CONSORTIUM STAKEHOLDERS SIGN A
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

During this year’s Day of Remembrance observations, a
group of organizations and individuals dedicated to pre-
serving and sharing the Japanese American incarceration
experience met in Los Angeles to solidify their collabora-
tion. On Feb. 18, the Japanese American Confinement Site
Consortium met at JANM to further define its structure and
purpose. On hand to sign the memorandum were JANM
CEO Ann Burroughs, JANM Board Member Harvey
Yamagata, Friends of Minidoka Chair Alan Momohara,
Friends of Minidoka Executive Director Mia Russell,
Heart Mountain Wyoming Chair Shirley Ann Higuchi,
HMWF Vice Chair Doug Nelson and JACL Executive Di-
rector David Inoue. “The consortium has the potential to
channel tremendous energy and resources toward wide-
ranging initiatives that illuminate the Japanese American
experience and provide valuable social justice lessons,”
said Brian Liesinger, coordinator of the consortium and
author of the JACS proposal, which received funds for the
project.

CALIFORNIA FETES 442ND VETERANS

The California Senate honored members of the 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team on June 25 at the state capitol in Sacra-
mento, marking the 75th anniversary of the most-decorated
military unit for its size and length of service in U.S. history.
Senate Pro Tem Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) (right, wear-
ing lei) recognized the veterans with a resolution, citing the
442nd RCT’s unparalleled combat record and role in help-
ing to pave the way for the civil rights movement. In atten-
dance were eight California members of the 442nd: Masao
Kadota, 94; Fernando Sosa Masuda, 93; Don S. Miyada, 93;
Yoshio Nakamura, 92; Lawson lichiro Sakai, 94; Sam Isamu
Sakamoto, 93; Noboru “Don” Seki, 94; and Tokuji “Toke”
Yoshihashi, 95.
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REMEMBERING HR
442 ON ITS 30TH
ANNIVERSARY

The year paid tribute to the
30th anniversary of HR 442,
which was signed by President
Ronald Reagan on Aug. 10, 1988.
The Civil Liberties Act granted
reparations to Japanese Ameri-
cans were had been wrongfully
incarcerated by the U.S. govern-
ment during World War II and
a formal presidential apology.
Pictured at the signing ceremo-
ny with President Reagan (cen-
ter) were (from left) Hawaii Sen.
Spark Matsunaga, California
Rep. Norman Mineta, Hawaii Rep. Pat Saiki, California Sen. Pete Wilson, Alaska Rep. Don
Young, California Rep. Bob Matsui, California Rep. Bill Lowery and JACL President Harry
Kajihara. The legislation stated that government actions were based on “race, prejudice, war
hysteria and a failure of political leadership” as opposed to legitimate security reasons. In

total, 82, 219 survivors re-
ceived redress payments.

HEART MOUNTAIN
INTERPRETIVE
CENTER INSTALLS
NEW ROAD SIGN

The Heart Mountain Wy-
oming Foundation com-
missions a new sign to in-
crease roadside visibility of
the Heart Mountain Inter-
pretive Center. A historic
photo inspired the design
concept of white letters on
a black background, which
was built of industrial alu-
minum and galvanized
steel I-beams by Production Machine. The sign was formally installed in time for July’s Heart
Mountain Pilgrimage and is positioned in the agricultural field perpendicular to the high-
way, clearly visible to travelers and visitors.

HEART MOUNTAIN

w
Wil NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

d&«, PRl I |/

LICENSE TO THRILL:
KANSAS CANS ‘JAP’
PLATES

In response an original ar-
ticle first published by the
Pacific Citizen in its Sept
7-27, 2018, issue, and public
outcry regarding the usage of
“JAP” in Kansas state license
plates, according to an email
from David Harper, director
of the Kansas Department of
Revenue’s Division of Prop-
erty Valuation and Division
of Vehicles, it has “decided
to restrict the use of JAP in
future license plates and pull
any plate currently in use with that combination. We have contacted the current plate hold-
ers and requested an exchange of plates at no cost to the vehicle owner. If the exchange is
not done at this time, the plates have been identified in our system and will be replaced at
the time of their required annual renewal” The story went viral and was picked up by the
Associated Press and made national headlines in every major newspaper in the U.S. and
on all the major TV news outlets.

JACL INSTALLS NEW LEADERS AT NATIONAL CONVENTION’S
SAYONARA BANQUET

During its Sayonara Banquet at the JACL National Convention in Philadelphia on July
21 at the Sheraton Downtown Hotel, the organization headed into its 90th birthday by
electing a slate of still-youthful leaders for the next biennium, with Jeffrey Moy officially
taking the reins of JACL National President from Gary Mayeda, who served a two-year
term. Moy said he was hoping to “bring a spirit of teamwork and camaraderie to JACL” as
it faces a challenging fiscal environment and declining membership compared to a gen-
eration ago. He also wanted to connect with “those who have stepped away from JACL
that we're a family, and it's time to come home.” i



AL

Meel JAC1s Newest Nalisnal Boayd Merbess

JACL President Jeffirey Moy

completes his cabinet by naming Buscher;
Kitazawa, Kuramoto and Mita to Na-
tional Board positions.

At the Sept. 22 JACL National Board meeting
in Washington, D.C.,JACL National President
Jeffrey Moy nominated Rob Buscher, Marissa ;
Kitazawa, Mieko Ruramoto and Brendon Mita

to positions on the board, all were approved. : . : : o

. . : can and will continue to fundraise, but it is
Let’s welcome JACL's newest board | ymporant for the JACL National budget to
! continue its support of the P.C., which T will

advocate on behalf of.

members to their respective positions.

Rob Buscher,
Pacific Citizen Editorial Board Chair

Rob Buscher, a member of the Philadelphia :
JACL chapter and festival director of the : K
Philadelphia Asian American Film Pestival, ; ™Y work with JACL.
isa film and media specialist who has worked :
in many aspects of film, including production,
administration and distribution. Due in part }
to his biracial Japanese American heritage, :
Buscher’s expertise is Japanese and Asian ;
American Cinema, although he has worked
as a professional film programmer and critic
across a variety of genres. Some of his career ;
highlights include co-founding Zipangu Fest, :
the UK.’s premier Japanese Film Festival, and :
creating the Japanese Cinema and Asian Ameri-
can Studies curriculum at Arcadia University :
in Pennsylvania. Buscher also lectures at the :
University of Pennsylvania Asian American :
Studies Program and Fleisher Art Memorial and
is a contributing writer at the Pacific Citizen :

and Broad Street Review.

Buscher serves as president of the JACL :
Philadelphia chapter and formerly chaired :
the national organization’s Strategic Plan- :
ning Committee and the 2018 JACL National :
Convention chair. His other board affiliations :
include Philadelphia Asian Performing Artists
Community Advisory Council and Governor }
Wolf's Advisory Commission on Asian Pacific
American Affairs, where he chairs a subcom-

mittee called the AAPI Arts Collective of : p ! :
: producer at Dailey & Associates and special-

; izes in branded content creation. Adjacent oo oo TACL in September.

! to her advertising marketing career, she has :

: more than eight years of experience working : .. Pacific Citizen: What inspired you to |
: with AAFI nonprofits. Kitazawa brings her { . . o Gpe JACL National Board?

Mieko Kuramoto: 1loved working closely with where he worked on student empowerment
: theNY/SCforthe past coupleof years thatI've :

: been on it, and with every year, I find myself

Kitazawa has been actively engaged with enjoying the JACL more and in new ways. I :

: JACL for the past eight FERIS: Asa t_b TMEr ¢ joined the National Board because I wanted :
: JACLemployee (programassociateand interim 3 o in ve that involvement at a hi gher level

associate regional director), she coordinated ¢ and learn more about the organization itself.

Pennsylvania.

The Pacific Citizen: What inspired you to
serve on the JACL National Board?

Rob Buscher: As a longtime contributor to :
the Pacific Citizen, I am deeply appreciative ; i
of the opportunity to serve in this role. The : development, event planning and community
P.C. is the only national Japanese American ;
newspaper, and our work in documenting and :
reporting on the happenings of our community :
ispammount to maintaining a presence on the :
national stage. I see the P.C. srole in disseminat-
ing our organization’s latest policy initiatives
along with other social issue-driven content as :
an integral facet of the JACL's communication :

media production and content distribution into
the work the P.C. does, since I think this will
be the best use of my volunteerism within the §

national organization currently.

P.C.: What are your goals for your term:

, of financial burden on the P.C. is not reason-
i able. Consider how much good the paper can
! do in terms of keeping members engaged in
! the organization’s work — it can also bea

powerful tool for bridging the intergenerational :

divide by keeping membersofall generations

up to dateon current events in the social justice
space and furthercultivate a nationaldialogue @

amongst our JA community at-large. The P.C.

P.C.: What is your favorite thing about being
i a JACL member?
i Buscher: Having grown up in a small Con- :
i mecticut town where the only other Japanese :

i Americans were my mom and sister, [ never }
i belonged to a JA community space before }
i joining JACL. JACL has helped me to bet- :
i ter understand my identity as a mixed-race
i Japanese American, continues to provide }
i valuable leadership development skills and
i gives me the opportunity to befriend peers
i nationwide — some of whom I relate to more }
i than peoplel haveknown my entire life. T love
i that JACL exists to both build and maintain }

: provided me a national network of multi-

; Hielissommunic; prlvbalsaadvoratingion : generational community leaders and friends.

: behalf of the civil rights of all Americans. In § > oo very fortunate to find my mentors

allshevolunesemark dnd otherprojectsLam : who provided meopportunities for leadership

involved in, nothing satisfies me more than } development and have supported me throu gh

: all of my endeavors.

oned in the Japanese American incarceration |
: camps, survived the atomic bombing of Hiro-
: shima and worked hard to create a better life
for their children. The manifestation of these :
roots raises the question of how can I continue
: to honortheirexperiences asI pursue my own :
life. My strength comes from my family his-
tory, and it’s always been important for me
: to advocate for civil rights. Being apart of a
: national civil rights organization has allowed
me to give back to my community while con-
: tinuing to right for social justice. :

i P.C.: What are your goals for your term? !
Kitazawa: As vp of general operations, I hope i
: tocreative meaningful change within the orga- :
nization. I hope to work closely with the staff :

to examine our organizational structure and

create the foundation so that we can continue : Brandon Mita

to grow as an organization. On a larger level, i JACLNational Legal Counsel

I hope that JACL can be sustainable for future

generations, and we can continue to be at the : ington, D.C., chapter, is an associate in the

Washington, D.C,, office of Littler Mendelson,

: i PC Inhis practice, Mita counsels and represents
: P.C.: Whatis your favorite thing about being :

i a JACL member?

forefront, fighting for social justice issues.

Marissa Kitazawe,
JACL National VP of General Operations

Marissa Kitazawa, a member of the South Bay

through dialogue, creativity and engagement.

experience in leadership development, program

organizing to the JACL.

and led all PSW youth programs, including :
Camp Musubi, Project: Commounity, Bridging :

Communities (NP3 Grant), Nikkei Community :

strategy. I hope to bring my background in } Internship, Kataroun Histories and Collegiate :

Commounity Internship. Kitazawa left herstaff

: PSW vice governor and the PSW governor. :
: In addition to JACL,, she serves on the board :

! for the Asian Pacific Media Coalition (JACL :

Buscher: [ know thatthe .C. has been a point ; representative) and Visual Communications

of contention amongstcertain individvals trying :
to solve the JACL budget deficit, but I think :

(board member at large).

Marissa Kitazawa: Iam inspired by my family

Mieko Kuramoto,
: National Youth/Student Council National

: Youth Rep.

P.C.: What are your goals for your term?

ideas is somethin g I want to pursue further

Brandon Mita, a memberof the JACI. Wash-

¢ employers across multiple industries in a wide

array of labor and employment issues. He has
: Kitazawa: My favorite thing about being :

: i appeared before various stateand federal courts,
: a JACL member are the people. JACL has

! the American Arbitration Assn., JAMS, the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
! and otherstateand local agencies responsible
! for investigating discrimination, hamssment
! and retaliation. Mita also devotes a substantial
part of his practice to representing employers
! in completeclass and collectiveactions involv-
ing overtime and other wage-related claims.

In addition to his work representing and

counseling employers, he regularly provides
! his services to several nonprofit orsanizations
! on a pro bono basis. In addition to his mole in
i JACL, he also serves as the pro bone general
: counsel for the National Japanese American
Memorial Foundation.

Mita is an active member of numerous

organizations and bar associations, including
: the Chicago Bar Assn., the Asian Pacific Bar
Association of Greater Washington, D.C.,
area, the D.C. Bar Assn., the National Asian
Pacific American Bar Assn., the National
! Native American Bar Assn. and the National
Employment Law Council. He is also an
: associate member of the U.S. -Japan Council
i and board member and membership chair of
¢ the JACL D.C. chapter.

Mieko Kuramoto, a member of the New :
: England Chapter, is the National Youth/Student :

JACL chapter, is a multidisciplinary storyteller & ¢, .11 National Youth Rep. She is currently :

with a MA in documentary filmmaking. She a junior at Smith College and is going on her :

strongly believes visval storytelling can bea tool fourth yearof involvement with JACL. Kura- §

forsocial change by transforming communities ¢ moto attended her first National Convention in :

. y - ¢ Las Vegas in 2015, thesummerafter graduating
By day, Kitazawa works as a senior creative © g1 pish school. In 2016, she joined the NY/

: S8Cas the EDCDistrict Youth Rep. and assumed

He has been a memberof JACL since he was

: in college, where he worked with the Chicago
: JACL to address issuesand concerns regarding
¢ the Asian American studies population at the
: University atIllinois at Chicago. Heserved in
! numerous positions at the local, districtand na-
: tional levels for JACL. These positions include
¢ former board member for the Chicago JACL,
: former EDC youth rep. and former National
i Youth Rep. He was also a former member of
! JACL s National Staff, where he worked asthe
: 2006 National Convention Internship Program
: Manager and as JACLs first Ford Fellow,

: and addressed issues around hate crimes out
i of the Midwest District Office.

: The Pacific Citizen: What inspired you to
: serve on the JACL National Board?

: Brandon Mita: I have met many amazing
i individuals within JACL throughout the years.

: Kuramoto: I would love to get the NY/SC
moving outsideof our usual circles and into the :
wider activist and Nikkei communities. I'm very :

position at JACL to pursue a master’s degree. excited about is COPANI 2019, a convention

Upon graduating, she returned to serve as the : ofNikkei from 13 countries throughout North,

: Central and South America. The involvement
ofthe NY/SCin new perspectives, peopleand :
! on the National Board is one way that I hope

PO Whstbiyon Byordle i abovthie : to give back to the organization that has given

: a JACL member?

it's really important that people see the P.C, | 1e Pacific Citizen: What inspired you to : Kuramoto: My favorite thing aboutthe JACLis
as a program of JACL versus a stand-alone serstoon el AR anonaL Board s

organization. Wedo not require other programs :

These individuals not only have astrong sense
of community, but also an vnwavering com-
mitment to justice and equality for all. It is
in this forum where I have found my place.
I would not be where I am today without the
strong support of the many who have helped me
along the way thoughout my career. Serving

: me so much already.

: ¢ P ?

: undoubtedly the peopleI’ve met. I've been able : PC.' What e gealsdoryour te.rm.

> P, . : Mita: As National Legal Counsel, it is my
& £ Y : job to ensure that JACL is able to function as

! and community. Collectively, my grandparents time here, and that community is always what :

to be fully self-sustaining, so placing thatkind :

: : itshould while avoiding potential liability. l
¢ haveendured and fought in wars, been impris- 3

keeps meenergized and keeps mecoming back. :
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William and Nancy Takano
and family

Mark Takano

Douglas and Helen Takano
and Mia

Derrick and Judy Takano

Riley and Julia Takano
Aria and Cadence

Nick Takano

Riverside

Wishing you all the brightest and
'[hL best of the se: 1\\:11

Happy Holidays

HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL IN 2019

Gordon & Rei L W
Okab ayashi ifj.a.fm-r X Jf'u-u__.- (j(.f.;r/n B! CLYDE and KATHERINE
m— ‘ ' . WILSON
Merry Christmas * - * " '* " - Happy
’ " Holidays!

Jemufer & Al Nikkei Student Union
Betancourt at UC Riverside
Seasons Greetings | Happy Holidays! | Happv Holidavs
Dppy ezt }; PPy ITOTAAYS | franpy Holidays
Tony and Beverly Inaba, Diglicer?{ﬁean Akio and Helen The K b Bk
Tv Tak: 1 e Kamoto Fam
Lily Taka djurata@aol.com Yoshikawa &
Peace W&d/ ] OY | Happy Holiday Wishes | Merry Christmas
Richard and Anne Mikami, Meiko- Inaba; Doug | Tim and Aki Caszatt Michiko Yoshimura,
and-Resa Inaba;, Gaury and Lawrie Oshive James and Yoshie Butler

Happy |
Holidavys

from your friends in
New England

yAC,

Check out our web site: www.nejacl.org
PO. Box 592, Lincoln, MA 01773

Gerryand Angela Takano, Erin

- " Season’s Greetings

, FROM CONGRESSMAN MARK TAKANO
- Thank you for all that you do. Let’s make 2019 a great year!

| PAID FOR BY MARK TAKANO FOR CONGRESS]|

Season’s Greetings!

FFO]TI

CCDC

ldaho Falls

Seasons Greetings

Idaho Flls
JACL

Birthplace of 1000 Club

Detroit

Merry Christmas
from the

DETROIT CHAPTER

and

A Happy New Year

DETROIT JACL - MICHIGAN
Catherine Shimizu Ishioka - 38731 Monterey Dr., Sterling Heights, 48312
John & Naomi Ishioka — 38731 Monterey Dr., Sterling Heights 48312
Peter & Lisa Ishioka — 35201 Taffy Dr., Sterling Heights 48312
Mary Kamidoi - 7477 Manor Cir. #104, Westland 48185
Mika Kennedy - 957 Sheridan St. #3 - Ypsilanti 48197
Richard Morimoto - 5136 Davewood Dr.,, Toledo, OH 43623-2246
Toshiki Masaki — 44360 Harsdale Ct., Canton 48187
Ann O'Neill - 3414 Linden St., Dearborn 48124
Saburo & Anna Sasaki - 15151 Ford Rd. #214 Dearborn 48126
Don & Marilyn Schlief - 1713 S. Crystal Cove, Haslett 48840-8233
Shinkie & Randy Sano - 1011 Pomona Rd. Ann Arbor 48103
Soh Suzuki — 4224 Kensington Ave. Detroit 48224
Nobuyuki Tamada- 237 Kenwood Ct., - Grosse Pointe Farms 48236
Henry Tanaka - 2787 Pontiac Rd., Auburn Hills 48326
Kensuke & Patricia Tashiro-341 S. Williamsbury Rd.-Bloomfield Hills, M1 48301
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Caregiving.
Together, we're stro

Celebrating family caregivers.

The question wasn’t whether or not | would do this—it’s whether | was prepared enough or not. You have
always been there for me—and now | will be there for you. The values you taught me inspired me for this
important moment. And with the right guidance, support, and preparation, | know that | am not in this alone.
Though our roles may have changed, one thing remains the same—we are stronger, together. And whatever
it takes, | will be ready.

AARP recognizes family caregivers and all that you do for your loved ones. Being ready to care for a loved one
takes time, planning, and support. With AARP’s variety of Caregiving resources, including the documentary
Caregiving: The Circle of Love and the Prepare to Care planning guide, you don’t have to go through this alone.
Visit aarp.org/aapi or call 1-888-388-0303 today.

|

Real Possibilities
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By Eric Langowski,
Board M ember, Hoosier Chapter

bout a year ago, [ came

across a startling fact:

From May 1942-Sep-

tember 1945, Indiana
University, my alma mater, denied
admission to Japanese Americans
because of their ancestry. Over these
40 or so months, atleast a dozen Jap-
anese Americans applied to IU, in-
cluding several transfer students, an
individual from Indiana who worked
at an [U-atfiliated hospital and an in-
carcerated Nisei for whom attending
college was freedom.

Every application was unique,
but all received the same response:
Indiana Umversity does not accept
Japanese Americans. At a ime when
most of our community was behind
barbed wire, the rejection letters
that these Nisei received might have
seemed like an expected injustice.
But these rejection letters were not
sent by the mulitary. They were not
sent by the WRA. They were sent by
an American college.

[ grew up hearing my grandmother
tell me how lucky she was that she
was able to go to college during the
war and how it changed her entire
life. But she also kept, to this day,
a letter from a different college that
rejected her.

The letter seems benign (she was
rejected due to limitations on out-
of -state students), but then I discov-
ered another young Nisei was sent
an identical letter on the exact same
day. These institutions, which so
casily weaponized their admissions
process to stamp deny on every Jap-
anese name, have never apologized.

Only 25 percent of colleges ad-
mitted Japanese Americans during
World War I, meaning 75 percent
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of colleges did not. The individual

institutional  justifications varied,
but, today after redress, none remain
justified. It is up to us to hold these
institutions accountable and tell the
stories of Niseis who were denied
admission

Nisei Wartime Education

In 1941, about 3,250 Nisei were
enrolled at West Coast colleges. A
vear later, 2,600 joined their families
in the concentration camps, and 600
transferred to other colleges. With
about 4,000 Nisei due to graduate
from high school in 1942, around
7,500 Nise1l were unable to continue
their education.

Recognizing this, the American
Friends Service Committee and
other activists formed the National
Japanese American Student Reloca-
tion Couneil (NJASRC), who would
be the primary placement office for
Nisei during the war.

Identified by the NJASRC as “am-
bassadors of goodwill,” these ambas-
sadors would struggle to find willing
colleges. By spring 1943, only 890
Nisei had enrolled. By spring 1944,
about 2,500 Nisei enrolled. At the
end of 1944 when the NJASRC
closed, only 3,500 students had
enrolled.

A few institutions, such as the Umni-
versity of Nebraska, Washington
University at Saint Louis, University
of Minnesota and Earlham College,
offered hundreds of young Japanese
Americans the opportunity to rebuild
their lives.

One administrator, the president of
Earlham College, made a poignant
defense of Japanese Americans: “Is
there any need to be forced to defend
the enrollment of loyal American
students in an American college?”

While most alumm of these colleg-
es moved away, the Nisei Plaza at the
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University of Nebraska is a notable
testament to the lasting importance
of the bond formed between these
colleges and Japanese America.

For the majority of schools, Japa-
nese Americans were not admitted:
Some were simply unable to secure
military permission, others were un-
able to overcome community anti-
Japanese sentiment and still others
were unable to overcome their own
prejudices.

In my research, I discovered a star-
tling exception for historically black
colleges and universities (HBCUs).
The NJASRC decided that “it would
be unwise to further complicate the
situation” by enrolling Nise1 at HB-
CUs. The NJASRC was joined by
JACL's own Mike Masaoka in this
decision. Masaoka was afraid that
Niser might collaborate with “negro
student agitators.”

For Indiana Umiversity and many
others, the process of denying appli-
cations (and education) was opaque.
Since the NJASRC managed stu-
dent placements, if a college told
the NJASRC that it would not admit
Japanese Americans, the NJASRC
would not allow students to apply
—potentially shielding bureaucrats
from understanding the implications
of their demals.

Education Denied at Indiana
University

During the May 1942 Board of
Trustees meeting that began IU’s
ban, Ora L. Wildermuth, president
of the Trustees, made the following
statement:

“As I see it, there 15 a difference
in Japanese and Germans or Ital-
ians — they are Aryans and can be
assimilated but the Japanese can’t
— they are different racially. I can’t
believe that any Japanese, no matter
where he was born, 1s anything but a

Japanese.”

[U’s Trustees then ruled that “no
Japlanese] be admitted to Indiana
Umiversity,” beginning a three-year
period where education was demed
to young Nisei.

The next week, [U President Her-
man B Wells approved a form letter
to be sent to every Japanese Ameri-
can applicant, which said due to the
“present uncertain military status
of the southern Indiana geographi-
cal zone . . . this Umversity is not
accepting Japanese students at the
present time.”

A few weeks later, an unnamed
Nisei wrote Wells to inquire about
[U’s medical school. Wells” response
wasg that “it is necessary to limit the
number of admissions from other
states.” These two responses are rep-
resentative of the larger struggle that
Nisei faced. Colleges deny applica-
tions every day in nebulous process-
es and for often arbitrary reasons.
The unstated subtext to every re-
jection letter that Wells wrote was
Wildermuth's racism.

In October 1942, a student group,
the Student Religious Cabinet, orga-
nized a series of town halls on cam-
pus to debate “Japanese in America”
with the topic “Should an American
citizen of Japanese ancestry be de-
prived of his university education.”

[U’s single Japanese American
student (who had enrolled before the
war), Sunao Miyabara, was given
the responsibility of explaining “the
effect of the current problem of ra-
cial prejudice upon his people.”

While some students said that
“[Japanese Americans] are as much
American as us,” [U’s faculty mem-
bers seemed generally opposed, with
one saying they were “not in favor of
granting them any privileges.”

For the next year, the “epidemic”
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of applications (in the words of IU’s director of
admissions) would fade away as the NJASRC did
not allow students to apply to institutions, like [U,
which were classified as unfavorable.

A Courageous Nurse

Sumiko Ito1 had seemingly always wanted to be
a nurse. In April 1943, she received a gold badge
in the nurses’ aides program at the Minidoka
(Idaho) Camp Hospital before she graduated and
left for Indianapolis in July 1943.

Inlate October, [tol wrote to Kate Hevner Muel-
ler, IU’s Dean of Women, who received this plea
for admission into [U’s nursing school:

Iam a nineteen years old American of Japanese
Ancestry who is greatly interested in applying for
entrance into Indiana University for a year or so
to take up a Pre-nursing Course. At the present, I
am employed at the Medical Center, Robert Long
Hospital [Indianapolis] in the Nursing Division. I
am one of the millions of people who are engaged
in an essential war industry and realize that I am
contributing towards the welfare of those on the
homefront. However, I feel as though I could do
more if I could become trained for the profession
that is so vital at this time. My parents are still at
a War Relocation Authority Camp in Hunt, Idaho
but are all for this plan of mine. I have a sister at
Hanover College and a married brother who is a
pre-med student in St. Louis, Missouri.

I am residing at the home of Dr. and Mrs. John
Ferguson of the Irvington Presbyterian church.
You may write to him for any reference needed.

Please understand that my father will provide
financially but is very anxious to have me near
my sister as possible. Therefore, I cannot look to
other schools in the other states.

I hope and trust in God that you will aid me in
every possible way...

[toi received the following response from
[U’s Dean of Women:

I am very sorry to send a discouraging reply to
your very fine letter, and I am also sorry to have
delayed in answering it. . . . At the present mo-
ment we do not have in Indiana University any
arrangement whereby an American of Japanese
Ancestry can enroll for courses.

Denied admission into IU’s program and sepa-
rated from her incarcerated parents, [toi would go
on to prove her loyalty “and show the public that
[Japanese Americans are] as much a part of the
U.S. as anyone else”

‘ ; by enrolling at the
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A recently erected
historical marker for Bill
Garrett, the first African-
American basketball player
in theBig Ten, in front ofthe
now Intramural Center on
IU’s campus. Wildermuth,
the former namesake of
the building, expressed
segregationist views.
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State College.

asked to be considered on their individual merits,
but they were rejected because of their ancestry.

Around the same time, a “Japanese girl from
Chicago” was also denied admission to IU’s nurs-
ing school, as in the words of [U’s director of
admissions, accepting “a Japanese girl from an-
other state . . . would mean the exclusion of some
Indiana girl”

IUs Board of Trustees would create excep-
tions for honorably discharged veterans and [Us
extension campus in January 1945, but Nisei
would continue to be rejected.

On Jan. 30, 1945, IU received an application
with a return address of Heart Mountain. Donald
Yamashiro, still incarcerated, seemingly applied to
the university looking for a new home. It would
not be until after the end of the war that IU’s trust
ees would revoke their policy and until September
1946 that Japanese Americans again enrolled at
the university’s main campus.

Kansha: Shikata ga nai No More

When I think about what my grandmother
experienced and all the sacrifices she made so I
could undertake this research today, I feel kansha
(gratitude). When my grandmother left Amache
to attend college, it was the last time she ever saw
her father alive.

For the Nisei I came across in the archive, |
could not help but wonder: Were they able to find
another college? On the West Coast, Sansei ac-
tivists were able to secure apologies and retroac-
tive diplomas for Nisei forced to withdraw from
schools like the University of Washington and the
University of California. Here, in the Midwest, the
stories of rejection have been largely forgotten.
But not erased.

[ am proud to tell the Nisei story and advocate
for extensions of redress to my state. For the first
time, the names of three Nisei veterans are now
included in [U’s official registry of veterans.

Additionally, in October 2018, in partnership
with others on campus, the Wildermuth Intra-
mural Center, a gym named after Board Presi-
dent Wildermuth, was “denamed. and I believe
an apology is in the works for IUs Japanese
American ban.

Still, there is so much more to be done. My next
project is titled: Japanese Americans Deemed In-
advisable at the University of Chicago. If you have
a family story of education denied or an institu-
tion you would like to research, please reach out
to me.

Portions of this research will appear in an upcom-
ing article in the Indiana Magazine of History.
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EDUCATION MATTERS

Most of us are proud 1o represant our
alma maters. But one JACLer recently
made a discovery that challenged every-
thing he thought his Institution stood for
Eric Langowsla, Indiana University class
ol 2018 and board member of the Hooser
Chapter, discovered that IU denied admis-
sion 1o Japanese Amercans dunng World
War 11

For more than three years, IU's officlal
policy was that “no Japjanesse] be admit-
ted o Indiana Liniversity." Even waorss,
the president of the Board of Trustees al
the ime, Ora L Wildermuih, made racist
statemeants during the meeting that en-
acted the palicy "l can't beliave that any
Japanese, no matter where he was bom,
15 anything but a Japanese. "

Langowskl was devastated, He knew
how much pain such actions caused
Nisei. (For example, his grandmaother still
has a rejection letter from one collega
that claimed she could not be admitted
because |l "was necessary 10 restrict the
number of non-residents that can be
accepied ”)

He began 10 research securing an apol-
ogy for |U's wartime actions. He knaw
that, no matter what, it was wrong for any
university lo automaltically deny an ap-
plication for only one reason: Japanese
ancestry.

In addition, Langowskl patiioned the 1L
Board of Trustees and ran a Day of Re-
membrance event on campus about IU's
ban, He spent hundreds of hours In the
library and institutional archives reading
about the struggles of Nissi to enroll at
Midwestern colleges during WWII

He also contacted the families ({including
some surviving Nisei) who were denied
admission, His work supported & success-
ful campaign to rename a building named
after Wildermuth on campus. and his
fesearch will be published In thae Indiana
Magazine of History next year

Considering the failure of Midwestern
colleges 1o apologize and the iImplications
for educational access today, the Edu-
cation Committee asks you to consider
supporting the expansian of Langowskl's
research to other Midwestern universities,

If you are interesied in researching a
spacific Midwesterm institution or If you
have a story about a family member de-
nied admission to an instituion dunng the
war, pleasa reach ol 1o Erc Langowsk al
erhlango@gmail.com. He is happy to help
with any research.

— JACL Education Committee
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SAN FR ANCISCO — The Jonathan Lo-
gan Family Foundation in partnership with
the National Japanese American Historical

Society and J-Sei announces the opening of :
“Then They Came for Me: Incarceration of :
Japanese Americans During WWII and the
Demise of Civil Liberties” at the Presidio in :

San Francisco beginning Jan. 18-May 27, 2019.

This multimedia exhibition features imag-
ery by noted American photographers Ansel
Adams, Clem Albers and Dorothea Lange,
along with photographers commissioned by

the U.S. government’s War Relocation Au- :

thority, to tell the story of the forced removal
of 120,000 Japanese American citizens and

residents from their homes during World War :

IT without due process or other constitutional
protections.
Executive Order 9066, signed by President

Franklin D. Roosevelt on Feb. 19, 1942, set :

in motion the incarceration of all Americans
of Japanese ancestry living on or near the
West Coast.
More than 75 years later, this
dark chapter illuminates new >
L JONATHAN

challenges brought on by
fear mongering and racism
at the highest levels of the
U.S. government as seen in
today’s state-sanctioned an-
ti-immigrant fervor and the
Muslim Ban.

The exhibition’s venue at the Presidio of .
San Francisco holds deep significance be- :
cause in 1942, the military proclamationsand :
Civilian Eviction Orders leading to the mass :
removal and incarceration were issued from :
the Presidio-based Westem Defense Command. :

“Then They Came for Me” presents this :
historical event from multiple perspectives. :
Drawing upon the images uncovered from the :
National Archives for the book “Un-American: :
The Incarceration of Japanese Americans :
During World War II” by Chicago-based

|

«DATIE

NATIONAL/COMMUNITY
‘Then They Came for Me’

il Sel (o Open in ST

¢ photo historians Richard Cahan and Michael
Williams, the exhibition features works docu-
¢ menting the eviction of Japanese Americans
from their homes and their subsequent lives
in the incarceration camps.
Among the commissioned works, the exhi-
: bition also presents images of daily life in the
i camps by artists and inmates Toyo Miyatake
i and Miné Okubo. Also included are photo-
i graphs by contemporary photographer Paul
¢ Kitagaki Jr., whose work on this subject was
: recently published in National Geographic.
Combined with additional artifacts made
i by incarcerees, historical documents, videos
and a rich array of cultural, historical, cura-
torial and political programs, the exhibition
: illuminates this historical event from several
¢ vantage points that includes the rise of state-
¢ sanctioned anti-Japanese sentiment in the late
19th century, conditions within the camps, the
: imeplaceable loss of many Japanese Americans’
homes and personal property, the resettlement
process and Japanese American postwar activ-
ism fueled by the experience of wartime
incarceration.

» See 'MM on page 61

LOGAN /

NATIONAL JACL ANNOUNCES
2019 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

SAN FRANCISCO — The Japanese Ameri-
can Citizens League announces its National
Scholarship and Awards Program for the 2019
academic year. Each year, the JACL offers
approximately 30 college scholarships for
students who are incoming college freshmen,
undergraduates and graduates, as well as those
specializing in law and the creative/performing
arts. There are also student-aid scholarships
for those in need of financial assistance in this
era of rising tuition costs.

Scholarship Program information, instruc-
tions and applications can be found on the
JACL website (www.jacl.org) by clicking
“Youth” on the menu bar.

Freshman applications must be submitted
directly by the applicant to his/herlocal JACL
chapter, with a postmark no later than March
1, 2019. Freshman applicants may obtain the
mailing address of his/her chapter scholar-
ship chairperson by contacting Membership
Assistant Tomiko Ismail at tismail @jacl.org
or by calling the Membership Department at
(415) 921-5225, ext. 26.

52 | PACIFIC@CITIZEN | Holiday 2018

Chapters will then have one month to evalu-
ate their freshman applications and are to
forward ONLY the most outstanding ones
to the National JACL Freshman Scholarship
Committee, ¢/o JACL NCWNP District, 3566
Barley Court, San Jose, CA 95127, postmarked
no later than April 1, 2019.

Applications for the “other” scholarship
categories (undergraduate, graduate, law,
creative/performing arts and student aid)
are to be sent directly by the applicant to
the National JACL Scholarship Committee,
c/o JACL Midwest District Council, 10604
Killarney Drive, Union, KY 41091, with a
postmark no later than April 1, 2019.

All those applying to the National JACL
Scholarship Program must be a student member
or individual member of the JACL.

For more information on the National
JACL Scholarship Program, contact Regional
Director Patty Wada at pwada@jacl.org or
National JACL VP for Planning & Develop-
ment Matthew Farrells at mfarrells@jacl.org.

JCCH NAMES NEW PRESIDENT
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The board of directors selects JACL Honolulu
chapter board member Jacce Mikulanec to
move the center into the future.

HONOLULU — The Japanese .
Cultural Center of Hawaii has
named Jacce Mikulanec as its : Chief Health Officer Dr. Mark
Mugiishi said, “Jacce Mikulanec

: is a superb choice to fill the big

new president and executive
director, effective Jan. 1, 2019.

“We were fortunate to receive

interest from a broad range of

organization,” said Ken Hayas-
hida, chairman of the JCCH.

in the community and profes-
sional experience in local, state,
board of directors.”
in government relations for the
Hawaii Medical Service Assn.
He also served as the policy and
at the Good Beginnings Alli-
Network), a nonprofit organiza-
education and well being, as well
for Lt. Gov. Brian Schatz.

He also has been a board mem-
ber of the JACL Honolulu chap-

as its president from 2014-16.
During his term as president,

Monument.
for this opportunity,” said Mi-

tural Center of Hawaii is the
pre-eminent source of informa-

tion on the Japanese American :
experience in this state; JCCH’s
i Advisory Commission (2013-
ate the stories and experiences !
of past generations is more :
i Committee on Equality and

work to conserve and perpetu-

relevant today than ever before.

I look forward to working with :
the staff, volunteers, members
and community partners to con-
tinue and expand the quality
programs, research and exhibits
that the JCCH is known for.”
Upon hearing of Mikulanec’s

appointment, Hawaii Medical
Service Assn. Executive VPand

shoes left by Carole Hayashino.

: I have worked extensively with
qualified, experienced applicants
who share our passion for the !
 stands better than anyone the role
: that Japanese American history
“Jacce Mikulanec’s enthusiasm
for JCCH's mission, leadership
i country. And he has the skill-set
: tomobilize people and relation-
national government relations :
and fundraising impressed the
: flourish under his leadership.™
Mikulanec currently works :
: Hayashino for her exceptional
: service; she announced her re-
: tirement from the center in June.
community partnership director
i Hayashino for her outstanding
ance (Hawaii Children’s Action
: ment and leadership moving
tion focused on early childhood
: Hayashida. “We are pleased that
as the special assistant on policy !
: in a new role as JCCH presi-
: dent emeritus to support Jacce
i Mikulanec during his transition
ter since 2010 and also served : through February 2019. We look
: forward to working with Jacce
 to build upon the momentum
Mikulanec worked closely :
with the JCCH on efforts to :
establish the Honouliuli National
i 1999 to attend graduate school
“I am humbled and grateful :
: Manoa. He also serves on the
kulanec. “The Japanese Cul-
: Theatre and Gregory House.
: In addition, he was appointed to

him both professionally and in
community projects. He under-

and culture playsin the ongoing
quest for social justice in our

ships to accomplish progress. I
have no doubt that the JCCH will

The JCCH also praised

“We are grateful for Carole
service (seven years), commit-
our organization forward,” said

she will continue her association

created and move JCCH into
the future.”
Mikulanec moved to Hawaii in

at the University of Hawaii at
boards of the Manoa Valley
a term on the City and County
of Honolulu’s Grant in Aid

15) and was recently appointed
to the Hawaii Supreme Court

Access to Courts.

Mikulanec earned  his

: undergraduate degree from the
¢ University of Colorado, Boulder,

and a master of arts degree in
anthropology, with an emphasis
on Polynesian archaeology, from
the University of Hawaii,
Manoa. L]

e
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San Fernando Valley

West Valley Nursery

House & Garden Plants & Supplies

17|

M G{Oﬁ'd}zy Wishes for a

Blessed Christmas and New Year!
Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church

Sunday AM Service 10:30am

Sunday PM Service 6pm
5853 Laurel Canyon Bivd.

14705 Wyandotte St.

L .(yrj

Mas & Norma Jean Yamashita

BUON GUSTO

s tworamte

|10% DISCOUNT with this card|

15535 Devonshire Street
Mission Hills, CA 91345

——

(818) 893-9985

19035 Ventura Blvd. Hours: 8:00 - 4:30 RlageRa ST SISSIGA SN0 ;
Tarzana, CA 91356 Sun. 9:00 - 4:00 e faries e Grandchildren
(818) 342-2623 Closed Thurs. 818-782-8738  818-642-2332 McKen-Z & Brendan Leong
277 Open Christmas Day 777 : 5
Parties » Catering = Delivery Happy HO“days .

Peace and Goodwill

Mr. George Sugimoto

VN

Happy Holidays!! We are so grateful for all
who are using their visibility and voice to
create a safer more respectful world for
our Nikkei LGBTQ community.

Best Wishes to JACL!

JT Engineering
Associates, Inc.

JASON TANI

Specializing in residential, structural
engineering (new construction,
remodels, additions and seismic

evaluations)
since 1995

jtengr@gmail.com

San Fernando Valley Taiko
Eryn Tokuhara & Reid Taguchi
Congratulations on a successful year!
Pump up the volume in 2019!!

Casey and Jean Taguchi

Loving Hearls = Peace

The Aizumi Family
Tad, Marsha, Stefen, Aiden and Mary

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019!
San Fernando Valley
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

invites you to join us

* SUNDAY SERVICE 10am
* SHOTSUKI - MONTHLY MEMORIAL SERVICE
* DHARMA DISCUSSION
* NEW YEAR PARTY & SILENT AUCTION JAN 13
* UDON FEB 23
" CHILI/BINGO NIGHT MAR 30
* OBON FESTIVAL JUNE 29&30
* CHOW MEIN NOV 10
* MOCHITSUKI DEC 8

* & much mare
{* please contact SFVHBT for datails)

REV. PATRICIA USUKI
9450 REMICK AVE PACOIMA CA 81331
(818) 899-4030  shhbtorg  stvhbl@sfvhbt.org

DHARMA SCHOOL * SANGHA TEENS * JR YBA * BUDDHIST WOMEN'S ASSOC

= &

 100th Year Commemoration
E_ NOVEMBER 2021

Thank you for your continued support!

ONLY THE OAKS

Tel!s the tn.lre slnr‘lies af

and Italian aliens

those targeted as d liens and
fourteen miles fmmafh:l'ﬁff:;e'i';'f I.Cﬂl)tr]:‘ttlarl.ls i:iuﬂ:;gﬂnr.ltﬂlﬂar

Photo images, Iettets diaries, and poems bring the experiences of imprisoned
e ae andglapanespr Peruvians to r

Nancy Kyoko Oda
http://www.suyamaproject.org/
Nancyoda6d@gmail.com

(818) 935-2603

Season's Greetings
from the

Ballroom Dance Class

Come Dance With Us!
Tuesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 pm
SFVJACC 12953 Branford Street,

Pacoima CA 91331
Beginners Welcomed

For information: Contact Barbara Okita
barbokt@aol.com or (818) 784-5128.

Happy Holidays!

Flora Teramura

Peace and Joy
Kara & Shaun Tanaka

Happy New Year!
LW Michael Taheri

FantasyFootballers.org

Discover the online world of
FANTASY FOOTBAILL at

FantasyFootballers.org.
Use our free tools, stats, and
strategies to become a winning
fantasy player!

Rl— MAIN

TUNA CANYON DETENTION STATION TRAVELING EXHIBIT

Lorraine & Keith, Doug & Chris,

In loving memory of

Ted and Chieko ITida

Calvin, Robert & Diana
Nicole, Bryan & Jeannette,
Kevin, Drew

at Tuna Canyon, .

Season's Greetings

Tom Ige

Nikkei Senior Gardens
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San Fernando Valley

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

Meiji Senior Citizens Club

g

12953 BRANFORD ST., PACOIMA, CA 91331

R T L) (e

Pat KUbOta Since 1976

COMPLETE SURF, SKATEBOARD & SKATE SHOP
FULL LINE OF APPAREL & ACCESSORIES
and her family

16914 PARTHENIA ST.
NORTH HILLS, CA 91343
(818) 892-5566

Mon-Fri 11am-Tpm 1
Sat 1Uam-E:rn www.valleyskateandsurf.info

Sun 11am-5pm © @valleyskateandsurf

Seacon’e Creetinge!
MRS. JEAN TSUTSUI
Allan & Karin, Sean & Meme, Duane, Dawn
Megan, Myles & Maddox, Neil, Kelly, Ocean & Reef
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Puyallup Valley
JACL

Puyallup Valley Chapter Chapter Members

Japranese

Amencon (Cileens | engae

Wishes Everyone

“HAPPY HOLIDAYS”
2018-2019 Board Members:

President: Eileen Yamada Lamphere
Vice President: Cheryl Lamphere Vu
Secretary: Elizabeth (Liz) Dunbar
Treasurer: Joan Fowler Yamada
Membership: Leslie Soule and Elsie Yotsuuye Taniguchi
Scholarship: Leslie Soule, Eileen Yamada Lamphere,
Elsie Yotsuuye Taniguchi
Youth Reps: Sara Ichinaga, Kenzo Yoshitomi,
Anna Seymour
Past President: Elsie Yotsuuye Taniguchi

Webmaster/Grant Writer: Eileen Yamada Lamphere

Happy Holidays!
Jean-Paul deGuzman, Ph.DD.
Historian | Author | Teacher | Public Speaker

jpdeguzman.weebly.com | jpd73619@ucla.edu

Sequoia

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

.S)equoia
JACL Cltaptet

Wishes Everyone
Peace and Happy
_/Jolic{ays.’

YOUNG ADULT LEADERS

Contact GLA CHAPTER
ik ; uni i
| :

FAPEY
aEbg AR

Mt. Olympus

SEASONS GREETINGS
Mount Olympus JACL

2018 Executive .~
Board Members 7

e R N Y Gary Okamoto
Vice President........ Lynne Aoyama Aramaki
N D371 11 o e AP R Ry Dick Mano
Corresponding Secretary.......... Amy Tomita
Meberahip wnvimmanmns Rebecca Oniki
Scholarships. ..ot Reid Tateoka
Hospritahity. ..o ssismmscamsiies Sadie Yoshimura

Youth Representative......Ethan Hirabayashi
Social Media/Newsletter....Kayla Watanabe

Wishing You Peace ¢ Happiness %/jﬁy %ﬁc/cgy&’

in the New Year
Jeanette Misaka & Family i /w%%%mebm

Season’s Greetings Lynne Nishijima Ward
~ Raymond m,? Voshiko ??c, . Japanese American of Biennium 2018

Congratulatione
Qalt Lake JACL Chapter
“Peace, Joy & Love in (
2019/ |
Jefferson & Linda
ltami

Greetings & Best Wishes!

FROM THE OLYMPIA CHAPTER OF WASHINGTON

Bob Nakamura: President,
Hisami Yoshida &Reiko Callner: Co-Vice President,

Jan Yoshiwara: Secretary, PatWard: Treasurer,
Masami Huchins &Yoshiko Tokita-Schroder: Board Members
Alexander Seta, Kenji Seta, Tammy Le & Hanae Livingston:
Youth/Student Reps
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IN-PEPTH

STEVEN UJIFUSA SETS SAIL AGAIN
WITH 'BARONS OF THE SEA

The historian's secong
book examines the era
of the clipper ship.,

By PC. Staff

ith his second book
“Barons of the Sea,” au-
thor and historian Steven

Ujifusa continues a nautical theme
that began with his first book, 2012’°s
“A Man and His Ship.” That book
told the story of naval architect Wil-
liam Francis Gibbs and his love —
obsession, perhaps? — with ships
in general, and his ocean liner, SS
United States, in particular

Instead of focusing on one man,
however, Ujifusa in “Barons” ex-
amines several American individu-
als during a particular era — 1840-
50 — in which a still-young United
States and some ambitious Ameri-
cans vie in international trade vs.
naval power Britain, expand the
bounds of shipbuilding technology
and help transform San Francisco to
a booming metropolis from a fishing
village. Those aforementioned indi-
viduals, meantime, engaged in creat-
ing the financial foundation for some
of America’s wealthiest families.

At the heart of “Barons of the Sea”
is the story of the development of a
type of sailing ship that was designed
for speed: the clipper, which explains
the book’s subtitle, “And Their Race
to Build the World’s Fastest Clipper
Ship.”

And if you're wondering why
these sea barons were compelled to
build these faster ships, the answer
is, of course, earning money.

What was a clipper ship? Ujifusa
described a clipper ship as a “three-
masted, fully rigged vessel” that was
very expensive to operate, requiring
crews of 50-60 men and capable of

speeds of 15-20 knots.

“The weird thing about these won-
derful clipper ships that were built to
carry tea and Chinese goods back to
New York or Boston is these ships
also operated along the lines of pure
laissez faire capitalism,” Ujfusa
told the Pacific Citizen. “They are
beautiful to look at — extremely tall
masts, real rakish silhouettes, sharp
bows — aesthetically just beautiful.
But they were basically freighters
— they were as much instruments
of capitalism as they were works
of art. Their job was to carry high-
value freight as quickly as possible
and land at their destination first and
sell the cargo of tea first to market.
Whoever had the first pickings of the
young hyson tea from China could
pay off the cost of that clipper ship.”

It's worth remembering that tea,
which didn’t grow in Europe, was
the beverage o