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Contra Costa

oty reetoae | Happy Holidays | yoiday Grestngs | Hapmviaiaas | SAT8ESNSS | Happy Holidays
from | | Dr. Ted & Pam Rub :
Yy, Joni and
GOTO Leanne Olsgaard Jlmmy Kihara TANAKA Duby, Jon! and .SU:%\M
beonrifd San Franciséo, CA Richmond, CA §4804 Bl Cerrito, CA 94530 1 Garrite, A 95430 Nishizaka
Season’s Greeting | (Apowsr Holidin Season’s Greetings ﬁO[ida
from Y Satoko 1Y | fotidtay Greetings
y k OI d g ///d (el Rena & Ed Gl’eetlngS
0Ko Ulsgaar i v, Nl M N b 1- Kumai Ron, & Shirtey Shiromoto
. y fwasaky Miss a e a ) ichard Seki hi
John Pritchard und Famity Richmond, CA 94805 | Richard Se 1guchi
Holiday Greetings : Season's Greetings Happy Holidays ’ .
Holiday Greetings to all our friends... HdppyHOZIddyJ Yas, Margaret CUI‘{O ?(NA A?Jg& X Season ﬁs g’zeetmgs
H T KAWABAT om
Aiko [seyama | gikov.matsuoka| Barbara & Harvey aﬂgcl)%itlhy & STACEY ik & Al Olsgaard
El Cerrito, CA 94530 El Cerrito, CA HayaShlda F amlly El Cerrito, CA 94530 Sﬁggycg?gsgﬁrgi?)?;? Pasadena, CA
' "7’.'.”:.?:..“?....“‘“ R Hap md ays| R R
zuk - 0 far —
.1:'. v _ L IW]: quHI froun e ‘?"{ﬁﬂ § SOV Mﬂk{ H&“ 1 R S O
. w . HAS - Nakaso Family Aloba, Gerry Uesugi Erin, Steve & Chris
- S U €l Camnto, CA 94530 berkeley, California '
Richard’s Jewelers (now an ebay store) s elinds S . _
Chris Yamashiro Amy Yamashiro % f// Season's Greelings
http://stores.ebay.comirichards-jewelry-and-gifts The Ninomiya Family Hide Oshima and Family
PO Box 7067, Berkeley, CA 94707-0067 412 Wood Glen Dr. El Cerrito, California
email@richardsjewelryandgifts.com Richmond, CA. 94806
gfm?; iﬁ’ ELoE-ce Supplies Season’s Greetings to All Our Friends... JUd J Nal(aso & Rlchard Orzcchows[(i
We suppoel SACLS BEN & FUMIKO TAKESHITA Y | & bCI'LC’ClJ Lﬁﬂﬁ)ﬁm
PAYN'S STATIONERY RICHMOND, CA 94805 -3 Peace on Earth

Mon to Sat: Sam - 6pm / Sun: 11am - Spm

Season’s Greetings

ey g0 sk ae ]IM & CARMEN OSHIMA Contra Costa JACL Board
Burkelay, CA 94707 payns stationery@gmall.com 2020
Yoko Olsgaard Mary Ann Furuichi
PLEDGE THEIR Esther Takeuchi Flora Ninomiya
! Jim Oshima Kaz Ide
SUPPORT TO THE J ACL! Susan Nishizaka Biansa Burke

Greetings for the

Samia Husain

Holid :
ol ays 2 ‘m Happy Holidays é:é‘gﬂ:}:b
from o
HIDA TOOL & HARDWARE, INC. Samia Hugain & ALL Our FrIENDS
@ }Ajﬁancu Tools for meclwor‘n'ng, OOOO . .
RIC H MON D - S H I MADA Qardening, Bonsai & Kitchen Knives CC]J@(:L Board Yoshiro &J“]Ia
» ember Tokiwa
OPEN MONDAY -SATURDAY 11 -5 "l;:lilylt;n;gc‘];;sgi:el;gf
FRIENDSHIP COMMISSION sl el ern b I statistics. BN p—
syhusain@gmail.com Vancouver, WA 98687

Peace and Good Will
May Hirose and Family
El Cerrito, California

NO REQUEST IS TOO

11 CHALLENGING. Holiday Greetings J-Sei wishes you a peaceful New Year!
NO DETAIL IS TOO SMALL. L
1 “ from v
|| VRS Sunset view | Gregg Mayer IvS E I
CRMETLRY AND MOKTUARY
. O Lac #1079 & COMMUNITY - CARE - CULTURE
5,‘. 101 COLUSA AVENUE = - 1?::"82*'.‘.'8"0:*(“6“
Er CERRITO, CA 94)30 ShOkO Kly one (510‘;‘:?4‘.'4000 ¢ m:.)-sel.org

L cMAUSABAUT PRI-NENARRANGEMERTS |

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM | 510.525.5111

Haprpy Holidays & Best Wishes 7/}7
from emoty 0][
SARURA-RAT JOO e

Japanese-Speaking Senior Center

El Cerrito, CA 94530

atsuoéa

Yba:gy ;uj:o 8?6' ozlrcwn_tmzzzg f ort Contra Costa JACL Board Member,
7 ccsakurakai@gmail.com Editor CCJACL Rappa Newsletter
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Contra Costa

, . &2 Phone 510.521.9990
Holiday Greetings | . Fax 510,521 999

Laura liyama
El Cerrito, CA 94530

Season’s Greetings
from

The Takeuchi Family Car Care Service:
Esther
Marcy and Tim
Kevin, Itsuko, Sara and Kai

Richmond, CA 94806-2745

SEASON’S GREETINGS Besl Wishes W @W
a1 Bill Saloc

In Loving Memory of

1639 Park Street
] Alameda, 94501
Brett Hayashida CarCareAlamedag@gmail.com

Hoosier

Chizu liyama

< Mary Ann Furuichi
=k &1 C itc, GA
= T Gerrito Berkeley, CA
M M. 9 3 ” inas . .
URATSU (Jeason s (Grectings ]5“:0”'5 @;ejm;ﬂ H Holiday Greetings for 2021
Soyo, Irene, Caroline, Richard & Hitomi .
1253 SouTH 58TH STREET Hisako Tashiro Takahashi H()()S]C]‘ J ACL e, 14

RicamonDn, CA 94804
’ San Francisco,CA El Cerrito, (A 94530

Mt. Olympus  New York

SEASONS GREETINGS

. . . G
Indianapolis, Indiana ("~

H Holi Seasons Greetings :
Mount Olympus JACL appy Holidays from che
- 1 1 '
2020 Executive Wisconsin Chaprer! FyeSioiumm
President------------------- Ron Ki t
Board Members from the JACL e —

. ‘ Sl e Secretary-----------==--=------ Christine Kuramoto
Richard Mano - President ST Treasurer---------------------- Carole Shiraga
Rebecca Oniki - Vice President o New York Chapter! Membership------------------ (vacant) _
Sadie: Yoshitours - Hospifality . . Eaeation Lisson-—————————-Chriine Ruramoto.
Kayla Watanabe - Newsletter Visit us at: www.jacl-ny.org Appointed Board Members--Cheryl lzl/ﬁyazaki Lund,
Floyd Mori - Membership, Youth Adviser David Suyama

Communications------------ David Suyama
?;ny Il;.{mura -l:, ou;'thR cF:h R NEW YORK CH APTER Nehwilett}elr Editor------------ Ke:r,inkMi};razl?ki
an Mano - North You e S S — Mivako Mukai
N[i%a Larsen - South Youth Re: Slcm(s)hail;lse-l-Fi -------- Miyako Mullg;eil, I(juciille?/liyazaki

Irene Mori - Membership

Amy Tomita - Corresponding Secretary
Carolyn Valentine - Recording Secretary
Velma Itamura - Youth Adviser

Reid Tateoka- Scholarships

Gary Okamoto - Board member

Selanoco

JACL

Happy Hoﬁofays

V om

Omaha, j\f ebraska

Happy Holidays Holiday Greetings j;;._.’;_;_r_
Tao Family from the
Alan, Alice & Kenny Matsubara Family RUdy & Carol Mudra

Season’s Greetings

HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM Merry Christmas

THE INOUYE FAMILY i & from
Kenneth and May ‘\\‘ Happy New Year!
Nicole, Eric, Amelia and Grace & B
Erin, Steve and Langston \
Shannon and David F rank & Joan Kawase I A@; CL

Huntington Beach, CA Brea. CA

er)/ C MMW “It's not what you look at that matters, Z\r’:zhgga’;‘i'\'lgs“; 52323:

M\d/ it’s what you see.” Henry David Thoreau. Holiday Season

Happy New Year, | o voaps | skt

JORDAN AND

m
Denise Higuchi i FAMILY

from JRetty and Yen Vamashiro Omaha, NE
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Detroit Twm cmes

SEASONS GREETINGS . "'°""Y G""-e""gs

from the
AND Twin Cities JACL

2020 Board of Directors Education Committee:
BEST WISHES FOR o . ST
Matt Farrells, Vice President Andiaw Aoki

% : Susan Binklay
Gloria Kumagai chketson

2 0 2 l Karen Tanaka Lucas ok H? | D :
Pip Nomra S e

Lisa Shakerin Kns!s Or-iogr:‘seon

Kathryn Hayes
Teresa Swartz Ro‘mawa[

Scholarship Committee  Vinicius Tagushi Lucy Kirihara
Gloria Kumagal

Pam Dagoberg, Kendal Takeshita Karen Tanaka Lucas

s Chair & Board Member Hana Maruyama
John Matsunaga

et Carol Dean Ggrdog Naéage;‘w.a
{ uichiro Unishi
@ Sylvia Farrells b/ N oy B b

S— Teresa Swartz Sall Sudo
S— Fred Tsuchiya #%?gaugvgg;

Kimmy Tanaka
g www.twincitiesjacl.org
S NS = Z e 3 Q

Cincinnati

FROM
DETROIT CHAPTER JACL

&

May 2021 Be A Better Year

N, £ l =y s|  Cincinnati Chapter JACL

Celebrating 90 years of defending rights
and freedoms of all Americans.
Our work will go on.

Happy Ho[wﬁlys =

From

The Happy New Year!
St Lou ls JAC L From the wewbers of the MIDWEST DISTRICT

° DAYTON CHAPTER JACL COUNCIL
Daytown, Ohto

Chicago Hoosier
www.daytonjacl.org Cincinnati Omaha
Dayton St. Louis
Detroit Twin Cities
Houston Wisconsin
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Letter From the Editor P ———
S

f there’s one good thing to come out of 2020 for me, it's the time | was given to 'HCB}T!ZEN
“reset” my life and take a step back to appreciate every moment I'm blessed to &5 5

have.

Coordinating sports schedules, driving to/from various lessons, stressing out
over daily traffic snarls, managing school activities, worrying about keeping my
family’s lives organized and on track: That all changed in March with three simple
words: “Stay at Home.”

Suddenly, my world changed, as did everyone else’s around me. | went from
seeing my family only a few short precious hours a day to being with them 24/7,
together under the safety of our own roof.

With my “office” in the master bedroom, my husband’s “office” on our kitchen
peninsula, my kids’ “classrooms” in their rooms, we've adjusted amazingly well
under the circumstances. I'm not complaining one bit that | go through groceries
like never before or have more trash than is humanly possible each week because my family and | are SAFE.

I'm absorbing each moment — playing board games together, piecing together puzzles, watching movies,
taking daily walks as a family and just talking to one another — remembering to tuck the simplest of memories into
my heart, grateful for the time | have now to truly enjoy each passing day. . . .

And | hope you, too, are safe, healthy and remembering these moments as well. The raging pandemic has
caused so much death and heartache the world over, and our own nation’s frustration in dealing with Covid, the
division that has resulted due to the recent election, racial and social unrest and turbulent economy have certainly
challenged us like never before.

I'm proud of the work we at the Pacific Citizen and JACL have been able to accomplish in spite of the obstacles
and hardships we’ve encountered. Each of us has adapted, adjusted and made the very best out of an extremely
difficult time.

Thank you everyone for banding together to work as a team to ensure that the work is still being done — at the
national level, local chapters and P.C. team. We'll get through this together.

Soon, | pray, we'll be able to venture out and gain our sense of normalcy back. | hope 2021 will bring the
resolutions we are all hoping for, making this moment in time just a faded, distant memory.

Until that day, enjoy each waking second of every day. | know | am.

P .
HOTO: M.SAMONTE KREW KETH

— Allison Haramoto,
Executive Editor

8 // making ‘mocHI magic’ 32 // 125,000 CRANES SOAR

By Allison Haramoto ABOVE COVID

12 // FINDING FRANK FUJINO: By Tsuru for Solidarity A7 1/ USPS ANNOUNCES
GO FOR BROKE STAMP

PART Il 35 // HONORING JUDGE

By George T. Johnston STEPHEN K. TAMURA 49 // A MOMENT IN TIME:

16 // CLOTHING FOR ALL THINKING ABOUT VISITING JAPAN

GENERATIONS 38 // ‘FOSTER-ING THELOVEOF g, Gj/ Asakawa
: WRITING, EDUCATION AND ACTIVISM
By Allison Haramoto IN EAST LA 51 // zoomiNG IN
1’7 // THE MUNEMITSU LEGACY By Athena Asklipiadis By Marsha Azumi
By Annie Tang 40 // ‘CHRONICLES OF A 53 // 2020: A DEFINING TIME
21 // FROM ONE MOMENT INTIME  SANSEI ROCKER’ By Ron Mori
TO OUR NEXT By George T. Johnston 53 // THE ELECTION IS OVER —
1 299
By David Inoue 42 // HMWF ANNOUNCES NOW WHAT???

By Judd Matsunaga, Esq.

56 // APASSION FOR BALLET
By Rob Buscher

58 // In MEMORIAM 2020

MINETA/SIMPSON INSTITUTE
By Ray Locker

44 // coviD-19 AND 2020:
IS HOPE FINALLY ON THE HORIZON?
By George T. Johnston

24 // THE NY/SC: OVERCOMING
ADVERSITIES, EMBRACING

THE FUTURE

By National Youth/Student Council

28 // YEAR IN REVIEW

ceeveeerreessseesneeenneeenneennnennsJACL Chapter Ad Index

Alaska........ccovemrinnnssennsnnsnssensnnn Mount Olympus ......ccceveeriersennsensnns 3 SiliconValley .......ccocvverrersnnrsersnnns 46
J1 g70] 1 - R New England ...........cccocuvrrerierennns 23 Snake RiVer .......cccecrrerverversersennnns 30
Berkeley .......ccccerrernernnrenanns 34,36,37  New MeXiCO .......ccvrerrarsserserssnsansns 30  Sonoma County .......c.cceerrerrerierienne 31

Boise Valley ........cccveeriersersensnnsnnannns [ [TV (1] ¢ GO 3 St LOUIS .evcvrerrererersersessessssssssssnssnns 4
Chicago ......ccccvemrrrnrrmvnrsmssssessnsenanans 6,7  Olympia .....covmnmnmsnnmsnssssnssssenn 31 Stockton .......cccceeervrrerrerrerennn 18,19

Cincinnati ........cccoeeevinnrsnsnsnsnssnnnnns 4  0maha .....————— 3 Twin Gities ....ccvemrsrrsmsarsersersessessnssnnns 4
Contra Costa..........cceeererrerrersersensnnns 2,3  Philadelphia .........cccvierierinnrsennnnne 23  Venice-West L.A. ........cccccvrervernens 48
D111 (1| 4  Pocatello-Blackfoot ..............c.c... 30 VenturaCounty......ccoerrvvrerrene 10,11

Detroit .......ccoovnmrnnrsmsmsnrsensessessnssensnns Portland ............cccvnmininsensessnnnnns 20  Spring Campaign Thank you ....... 52
Downtown L.A........ccevnmnnnneniensenienns 54 Puyallup Valley ........c.ccecererrersernens 23  Wasatch .......ccocvemrerrrrersersersensenne 46
Eden Township ......cccoevvevnmsersersensenne 22  BRiverside ..., 11 Washington, D.C. ..........ccecvrerernene 30
Florin-Scramento ...........cecvrevivrannns 30 Salinas Valley..........coccvrnrnrrnrsarsenees 48  WISCONSIN ..ccvvevvnrinvnsnnssrsnsseressensnns 3
Fresno .......ccccnnnnnmmnnnsnssssessensnnns 46  Salt Lake Gity .......cocvsnrsmrarsansanenne 46

Greater LA. .......ccovmnnnsnnnssnssnsnians 27  San Diego .....cconmsessmsessssassnsssanans 22

O L LR r— 55  San Fernando Valley ... 43 DISTRICT COUNCILS

3 (110 L -1 3 San JOSE ... 31 Central California...........ccocecrsnrunnns 46
Idaho Falls ..........ccocvriminsensensnnsnnns 46 San Mateo ........ccccvrvrrierersereraens 23  Eastern ........cocvnmnnininseniennen 30
JACL “Annual Giving” ......coeeureersenne 63  Santa Barbara .........cceeeeriesinnas 27  Intermountain ... 27
Livingston-Merced .........eerrerernns 46  SEADIOOK ..ceeerercrsersessssessesssnessenss 30 Midwest ... 4
1011 31  Seattle ..o 30  N.Cal Western Nevada Pacific ..... 22
MarySVille ......cveuerereresssssssssassanes 22 Selan0co .......ccoverververserereresseseenns 3 Pacific Northwest ..........ccccneuuuene 1
V105 0] [ — 26,27  SEQUOIA ...cerrerrereerresresressesesessenes 46  Pacific Southwest ........................ 30
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Chicago

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
GLENN AND LINDA

In Memory of
YAMAMOTO ]AC L HIRAO “SMOKY” SAKURADA

Japanese American Citizens League

HAPPY NEW YEAR CHICAGO CHAPTER SEASON’S GREETINGS

from From the Members of
Chicago Nisei Post 1183

ﬂfﬁe]BuBﬂﬁistC[fempl'e Of (]ﬁl(ago Lisa Doi The American Legion

1151 W Leland Avenue, Chicago IL 60640 Tonko Doi
(773) 334-4661 buddhisttemplechicago.org Josh Fidler
A diverse, welcoming temple

Bryan Hara
Brandon Lee
Lane Mita Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year from
Gree‘ri"qs from Live ore cA Mega n Nakano Tonko and Paul Doi - Chicago
l Wl - - Laura Muracka and Peter Izui - Chicago
’ Mic h ael Osh !1.8 Tom and Verna Muraoka - Honolulu
Brian Ozaki Grace Kido - Chicago

Ryan and Lynn Harada Muraghige Lisa Sakai in Memoryof

Lisa Sloan

CHICAGO-NISEI POST NO. 1183

Tomoye and Shiro Muraoka
a"d AYdQVI J u cly Tanaka George lzui
Ca ry wWon g George Kido

Mitsuji and Ritsue Doi

Tom Yatabe
Carol Yoshino
Pat Yuzawa-Rubin

a Wishing you a

better 20217...

Wishing everyone health & happiness
in the New Year

Midwest Buddhist Temple
435 West Menomonee Street
Chicago, IL 60614
312-943-7801
www.mbtchicago.org

PEACE

MONTROSE Happy Holidays to Everyone Happy 2021!

CEMETELRY

& CREMATORIUM from Lisa Doi (‘Clhicago)
5400 N. Pulaski Rd. N an
1290, Lisa Sloan i i .
7?,;"_5;3?“';0 Eric Langowski (Hoosier)

Happy Holidays

BARRY-REGENT

Family Owned & Operated

Since 1902 i '
Proud to Serve

i o cosrshtssmtini. = QUALITY DRY CLEANERS
) JOHN SASAKI FAMILY
New Year Wishes Voted Chicago’s #1 Cleaner
to ‘F riend:s‘ & Conlmunity Plant on Premises « All Services « Prompt Quality Work

3000 Broadway, Chicago, lllinois 60657
Phone: (773) 348-5510

IN MEMORY OF MITZI SHIO SCHECTMAN In memory of these and other friends and neighbors who raised
L Schect Happy Ho Iidays’ their families, contributed to their community, served their country,
ary scnectman ?

) . and enriched our lives.
Chicago, Illinois

Yayeko Adachi * Matthew James Anderson = Harold Y. Arai * Paula M. Bukacek * George Formoso

Greetings foe the Halisiay Seasoa ﬁe ydfdﬁé Frank Fujihara, Jr. * Joanne Fujii * Mary Mariko Fujii * Sadako Fujii * Eleanor Mitsui Fujiwara
Alkido, the Art Lf Peace Makoto Mak Fukuda * Robert Hamano * Janice Kuse Hamilton * Edward Honda = Kaz Hori
Adiaw M Sae0. T DSl faml‘[.‘y Thomas Ib?ta * Raymond Inouye * Calvin Ishida = Ann Koizumi Izumi -'Chris KazurTwi Kaita

Chie! lastructor - Askits Warld Alhasce Donna Kay Kamihana * Carolyn Kanaya * Takenori Kanazawa * Robert Yoshio Kato « Sakie Kawahara

Jack Kawakami * Tedd Kawata * James Kazumura « Lillian Kimura * Kyoko Kinishi
Tsuneko “Jym"” Koyama * Kazumi Corki Kurita * Gary Makino = Frank Matsumoto * Tom Matsumoto
Allen H. Meyer * Dean Miura * Masao Miyata * Etsuko Momii * Nancy Nagako Mugishima
Anna Nagata * Frank Nagatani * Kumiko Kay Nakagishi * Hideko Betty Nakanishi * Kazuko Nakatsuka
John Nakawatase * Lily Nakawatase * Cherie Nakayama * Robert T. Nakazawa * Yuko Nasu
Ken Nishimura = Alice Nojiri = Kaiko Nomoto * Tadashi Nukuto * Roy T. Ogasawara
Steve Ogasawara * Tamaki Ogura * Vincent H. Okamoto = Clyde A. Okita * Sakiko Okuda
Vic Masao Omachi * Shizue Outler * May Yoshiko Saiki * Tsuneko Sameshima

Seichi Shiraiwa * Hiroko Shirataki = Jean Sekiguchi Smith = Yuri Sori « Kimie Sugano « Dan Sullivan
Honoring the life. HAPW Lorenza Takaki * Ryo George Tanaka * Saburo Tanaka = Leslie Teraji * Arthur Takeshi Towata
‘QI S = Richard H. Yamada * Tomiko Grace Yamamoto * Rick Yokoyama * Yoshiko Yoshihara
IShlng You do Patricia Y. Yoshino = Betty Hiroko Yoshioka
_ay HOLIPAYS | <o -
thls HOlld A Laxeviewruneraiiome com S @(g%
: P @/ WWW.JMASCHICAGO.ORG
LakeviewFuneralHome.com 773.A72.8300 ° Ela“‘e Ogawa (%:é

Peace Lakeview o
1458 W Nelinont Ave
Qo 2249 WEST BERWYN AVENUE'CHlCAGO|LL|.N|
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AIKIDO WORLD ALLIANCE.

4512 N. Lincoln Ave. Chicago, IL 60625
Ph: 773-784 4450

AL Adkidodllps e sy ahoscom wwwakiidon o s s com

Funeral Home JAPANESE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
s*eve Am Embracing our legacy and building our future
Chicago, [linors sons/

60625+ p 773.907.3002
pod.




Chicago

Holiday Greetings from the
TAKAGT’s

Bob and Nancy
Kelli and Danny Nitahara
Bruce and Ellen

Glenview, lllinois

Happy
Holidays

Karen & Rick Okabe
Salt Lake City, Utah

Wishing you a healthy 2021
Lynn Oda

We are un Open & Affirming congregation
of the United Church of Christ.

Wherever you are on your faith journey,

' you are welcome here!
" _i CHRT
\' UIRA 6047 N. Rockwell, Chicago, IL 60659
"'" ‘?; y www. ChristChurchChieago net
QNGO 773.338.8170

Virtual Sunday Services at 10:30 am, C5T
~Facebook Live~

united bindery service, inc.

1825 WEST CARROU. AVENUE Bl CHICAGO, LLWOS 60412
(342} 2430020

U bruce 1. Kosaka
PRESDENT

Season’s Greetings

Pat Yuzawa-Rubin
Jack Rubin
Seth & Emiko

Chicago
pat@cknubin.us

New York & Amache, Colorado
Los Angeles, Califomia

Seadon s Greels
lo all our JACL friends

7t

Canol & Bill Voshino

I
To a Healthy 202/

«

o,
Riclard arnd t%ciu%{y/
fl/amur/w

Happy Holidays
to all

Anne Shimojima &
Jonathan Friedman

Morton Grove, lllinois

HAFPPYV HOLIDAVS

Pat Harada. 7om RPowland
Nothbrook, /llinoid

SEASON'S GREETINGS

Mary Doi and Jac Cerney

Evanston, Illinois

Happy Holidays

Tad & Takako
TANAKA

Stanle
TANAKA

George & Joyce
POTAMITES

Clay Cerny

Resume Writing
& Career Coaching
773-907-8660

Happy Holidays from the
HIDAKA FAMILY

Happy Holidays
from

Judy Eanaka

Happy and
Healthy 2021

Wishing you a happier and healthier 2021
but still with Work from Home!

Love,

Jeff and Sharon, WA Chicago Japanese
Remy and Brennan, VA CaryWong American Historical
Warren, IL Society
Seasons Greetings Ha Holidavs HOLIDAY GREETINGS
s Ron 3 Ron & Joyce Yoshino
May, Megan and Matt Nakano SHARON HARADA y
Chicago Livermore, CA

yosh44@aol com & |yoshinodd@acl com

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
Tsune Nakagawa

Irvine, CA

Cashew & Filbert

Serving the greater Chicagoland community since 1946.

Spanning Generations and Bridging Cultures through:
« aging adult social services o cultural classes
« archives & collections « wellness programs
 community heritage & cultural events

Chief Executive Officer - Michael Takada
Board President - Stacy Uchida Brown

4427 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60640 « 773.275.0097
www.jasc-chicago.org

AHolidays

to all

From a Friend in

CHICAGO
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Making ‘Mochi Magic’

S0
Traditional
" and Modern
Recipes for
the Japanes
Treat

KAORI
BECKER

Kaori Becker’s new
cookbook offers
delectable recipes
that showcase her
love and passion for
the sweet Japanese
dessert.

By Allison Haramoto,
P.C. Executive Editor

iththe promise of anew year

just mere weeks away, so,

too, is the anticipation of

enjoying delicious Japa-
nese food to celebrate Oshogatsu: sushi,
teriyaki chicken, broiled octopus with
miso sauce, shrimp, kuromame (sweet
black beans), namasu (daikon and carrot
salad) and, of course, good luck Ozoni soup
oozing with freshly made mochi.

Ah, mochi! That deliciously sweet, sticky,
satisfyingly chewy rice cake that is often
enjoyed during New Year’s but is gaining
increasing popularity as a year-round des-
sert of choice for its versatility that can be
enjoyed either plain, filled with anko (red

b,

A i }
| 1 .

L g

- Daifuku mochi refers to mochi
. that has sweet fillings. Daifuku
« literally translates to “great
- luck” because it is believed to
.+« bring good luck to the giver
e L y and receiver of this mochi.

THE MEANING OF MOCHI

b @
/.i/// / /’/:

“Mochi Magic,” which contains
50 recipes for making delicious
and unique mochi, is now
available for purchase.

bean paste), dusted with matcha powder,
broiled with bacon, glazed with sweet soy
sauce and baked in brownies and donuts
— the options are endless.

For Kaori Becker, her lifelong love
of mochi inspired her to create “Mochi
Magic,” anewly released cookbook of all
things mochi that people of any culinary
skill level can make.

With plenty of time on our
hands these days while we’re
at home, there’s no better time
than the present to try one of
Becker’s 50 recipes featured in
her book. Mochi for many of us
brings memories of our child-
hood, pounding mochi
during the holidays with a
mallet at church, forming

the steaming-

> hot mounds in
q our hands
o while

/Y

In Kaori Becker’s “Mochi Magic” cookbook, mochi is a “form of sticky
rice cake made from Japanese short-grain rice called mochigome . . . that
is naturally sweeter than ordinary table rice.”

Becker writes, “Mochi has been held in high regard within Japanese
culture for generations, with rice itself being revered as the ‘gift of the
gods’ and considered an omen of good fortune. These little cakes were first
enjoyed exclusively by the emperor and nobles, but they were later used as
religious offerings to the gods in Shinto rituals. With time, this auspicious
delight became an integral part of the Japanese New Year, Girl’s Day and
Children’s Day celebrations, as well as enjoyed in households throughout
Japan both for festive occasions and as a treat in everyday life. . . .

“Plain mochi is consumed most often by Japanese people at the
start of each new year. Every new year, Japanese families will
place kagami mochi (a large mochi cake topped with a small
mochi cake and a citrus called a daidai) on an altar to bring
good fortune.”
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Kaori Becker’s love and
passion for mochi is the
inspiration behind her new
book “Mochi Magic.”

ALL PHOTOS: EXCERPTED FROM
MOCHI MAGIC BY KAORI BECKER/
PHOTOGRAPHY BY NORDECK
PHOTOGRAPHY/USED WITH PERMIS-
SION FROM STOREY PUBLISHING

laughing with family gathered around the
kitchen counter, fun discussions on what’s
the best way to eat it — mochi equals pure
love and joy, and that is Becker’s primary
inspiration.

“Every step in mochi making — the
mixing, the steaming, the pounding and
especially the filling process — is an
activity that brings out stories, jokes and
smiles,” wrote Becker in her book. “My
job is made of rice, sugar, water and love.”

Becker, 32, originally began her career
as a high school English teacher, but she
always enjoyed cooking while growing up
in the San Francisco Bay Area, especially
learning Japanese recipes from her mother,
Yukiko Zinke.

Zinke, originally from Fukushima, Japan,
first taught Becker how to make mochi
when she was in graduate school, working
toward her English teaching certification
in Ohio.

Becker would often call her mother in
California to talk about cooking, especially
making mochi, as there was something about
it that spurred her curiosity to learn more.
During her conversations with her mother,
Becker also learned that her grandmother
in Japan once owned her own ramen shop
in Fukushima, specializing in made-from-
scratch noodles. Eventually, Becker’s calling

e
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“Odango Mochi”
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for cooking was something she could no

longer ignore, so she switched gears and

started teaching cooking classes.

“Alight bulb went on for me that I could
teach classes based on my Japanese heritage
and what I grew up eating,” Becker recalled.
“I started with a ramen-making class, and
then I started expanding into some other
cooking schools in the (Ohio) area teaching
Asian cuisine. I really enjoyed doing it, so
when we (along with her husband, Alan)
moved back to the Bay Area in 2016, I
decided I was going to focus on building a
cooking-class business and go from there.”

Becker created Kaori’s Kitchen, and she
asked her mother to join her.

Their cooking classes in the Bay Area
became a huge success on Verlocal and
Airbnb Experiences (both offer classes in
avariety of fields taught by local experts),
with their schedule often booked teaching
at schools, private parties and corporate
team-building events.

“I was doing ramen classes there, but
mom and I then had the idea of doing a
mochi class — I thought it would be very
popular because I was looking at classes
available in the area, and nobody was
teaching that,” Becker said. “Most people
love mochi, but they don’t know how to
make it.”

Together, Becker and Zinke started
teaching mochi classes, beginning the

=

Kaof'i»Becker and her mother, Yukiko Zinke, together have

grown their love for mochi into a full-fledged thriving

business.
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session by pounding mochi
where participants would use
the mallet and pound the rice
out as a group. Classes would
include lessons on how to make
various types of mochi, includ-
ing daifuku mochi (the most
traditional form made with any
kind of sweet filling), ozoni
soup, matcha daifuku mochi
with strawberry and red azuki
bean paste, white mochi made
in a microwave, mochi donuts
and mochi ice cream.

With her cooking classes tak-
ing off, Becker established her
website KaorisKitchen.com.She
and her mother also would sell
their own homemade mochi at
Eon Coffee in Hayward, Calif.

“We’d randomly have a pop-
up at Eon Coffee in Hayward,
Calif., from time to time selling
mochi there, and it was very
popular,” Becker said. “During
that time, I also began doing
different experiments with
mochi fillings.”

Becker discovered that with
mochi, it basically was like a
blank canvas, and it could be
filled with virtually any ingredi-
ent. She experimented with cream cheese
and mixed it with powdered sugar and
matcha; she made white chocolate truffles
out of mochi and filled them with black
sesame seeds; she incorporated rose water
into mochi. Becker also drew upon her
personal mochi-eating experiences while
visiting family in Japan to incorporate
into new recipes with one goal in mind:
“Demystify mochi for a lot of people,” she
said. “My goals . . . are to spread greater
awareness of Japanese food culture in the
U.S. Many Americans, and even Japanese
people, don’t know how to make mochi at
home. I would love to share more about
the many fun and delicious ways mochi
can be made and enjoyed.”

In spring 2018, Becker realized that
there weren’t that many mochi books on
the market, and those that were available
often didn’t have many step-by-step photos
in them.

Therefore, she decided to work toward
self-publishing a mochi book, but the in-
tricacies of what it took to see her dream
through to fruition left Becker unsure of
the process. So, she reached out to another
cookbook author on Instagram, Leslie
Jonath (“Feed Your People™), for help.

As luck would have it, Jonath also hap-
pened to be a book agent, and she was
immediately intrigued and inspired by
Becker’s idea. Together, they wrote a pro-
posal and pitched it to different publishing
houses, among them, Storey Publishing,
who picked it up.

Storey approved the project and gave
Becker a deadline of November 2019 to
come up with 50 recipes. Fortunately for
Becker, she already had several from her
classes, and she also had help from some
of her mother’s friends in the Japanese
American community and people who had
taken her mochi classes in the past who
would submit reviews of her recipes and
serve as taste testers.

“It was a team effort for sure in coming
up with the recipes,” Becker said. She also
had help from her friend Koka Yamamoto,
who is really talented at making cute mochi
animals (as seen on the book’s cover).

COCONUT CHI CHI DANGO
L BY KAORI BECKER

Life became even busier for Becker, as
she and her husband decided to move back
to Ohio during this time, all while having
to finalize the book’s recipes.

In February 2020, right before the start
of the coronavirus pandemic, Becker flew
to San Francisco to meet with Storey’s
art director, Carolyn Eckert, along with
photographer Wendi Nordeck and food
stylist Jeffrey Larsen to finalize the book.

“Mochi Magic” was released on Nov. 24
and is available thru Amazon, Barnes and
Noble and Workman Publishing.

Becker marvels at the success her love
of mochi has brought upon her life.

“Mochi is like opportunity,” she said.
“There’s so many ways you can go with
mochi. It has shifted our whole family.
...Idon’t have to have a traditional job.
There’s other ways to use your passion.
For me, it’s been a really fun journey.”

These days, life for Becker and her
husband, Alan, and their two small chil-
dren in Ohio continues to revolve around
mochi. In addition to still teaching cooking
classes (virtually for now), Becker started
“The Mochi Shop” with her friend, Junna
Kanazawa, on Instagram, delivering mochi
donuts made from scratch to Columbus,
Ohio, area Farmer’s Markets, with plans to
expand to a permanent location next year.

Meanwhile, Zinke also continues to teach
cooking classes online in the Bay Area,
with Becker’s dad helping now, too. She
also continues to sell mochi at Eon Coffee
for curbside pickup.

For their family, mochi has infinite
possibilities.

“Mochi grows on you for sure,” Becker
said. “Sometimes the texture might be weird
if you’ve never had it before, but there are
so many different ways you can make it.
I’m sure everyone will find something to
enjoy. In life, as with love and mochi, the
possibilities are endless!”

“Mochi Magic” is available now for
purchase. Visit www.kaoriskitchen.
com and www.storey.com/books/mochi-
magic for more information. You can
also follow Kaori Becker on Instagram
@kaoriskitchen.

| first enjoyed chi chi dango

on a trip to Honolulu with my
husband and daughter. Not
being from Hawaii, | didn’t grow
up with this treat, so the concept
was foreign to me: mochi pieces
without a filling? | was soon

won over. The coconut chi chi
dango | enjoyed at Fujiya Hawalii
was the softest piece of mochi

| had ever eaten, and it had a
slightly sweet, addictive flavor

| continued to crave afterward.
Not just for coconut lovers, this
is the perfect mochi dish to
bring as light dessert bites for
any barbeque or get-together.
You'll need an 8-inch square
baking dish for this recipe.

Ingredients:

Canola oil or cooking spray to grease
the baking dish

1-1/2 cups mochiko

2/3 cup sugar

3/4 tsp. baking powder

1 (13.5-ounce) can coconut milk,
such as Chaokoh brand

2/3 cup water

3 thsp. condensed milk

1 tsp. pure vanilla extract

1 cup cornstarch or Japanese potato
starch, for dusting

CHOCOLATE MOCHI
BROWNIES
BY KAORI BECKER

Crispy on the outside and ooey-
gooey mochi-licious on the
inside, these brownies come
together quickly and pack a seri-
ous chocolate punch! They are a
perfect dessert or snack for when
you get the nighttime munchies.
Special thanks to my friend,

Yuki Peterson, and her mother
for inspiring this treat. You'll need
a 9-by-13-inch baking dish for
this recipe.

Ingredients:

Butter or neutral cooking oil for greasing
pan

3 cups mochiko

1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 thsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. salt

2 large eggs

2 cups packed light brown sugar
2-1/2 cups whole milk

1/2 cup vegetable oil

1/2 cup melted butter

2 tsp. pure vanilla extract

1 cup semisweet chocolate chips

Directions:

1. Preheat the oven to 350-degrees F.
Grease a 9-by-13-inch baking pan.

2. Sift together the mochiko, cocoa, bak-
ing powder and salt in a large bowl.

Directions:

1. Preheat the oven to 350-degrees F.
Grease a square 8-inch square bak-
ing dish.

2. Sift together the mochiko, sugar
and baking powder in a large bowl.
Add the coconut milk, water, con-
densed milk and vanilla and stir until
completely mixed and uniform in
consistency.

3. Spread the mixture into the baking
dish. It should go 1 inch up the sides
of the dish, but no higher than 2
inches, as chi chi dango is supposed
to bake as a sheet of mochi.

4. Bake for 45 minutes or until the
mochi is bubbly and a uniform color.
If the middle looks slightly uncooked,
bake 5 minutes longer or until the
mixture looks uniform in texture.

5.Let cool to room temperature. Cut
the mochi into strips 1 inch wide and
8 inches long and dust each liber-
ally with cornstarch to prevent from
sticking.

6. Cut each strip into thirds to yield
small mochi rectangles about 2-1/2
inches long. Coat each piece in corn-
starch, then shake or brush off the
excess. Store in an airtight container
at room temperature for up to two
days; in hot weather, refrigerate after

one day.

Yield: 25 hite-size squares

3.Beat the eggs in another large bowl.
Stir in the sugar, milk, oil, butter and
vanilla. Mix well. Scrape this mixture
into the bowl with the mochiko mix-
ture and whisk until uniform in texture
(make sure there are no lumps). Stir in
1/2 cup of the chocolate chips.

4. Pour the remaining batter into the pre-
pared pan, then scatter the remaining
1/2 cup chocolate chips on top.

5. Bake for 50-60 minutes, until golden
brown. Enjoy hot with vanilla ice
cream or let cool to room tempera-
ture. Cut into squares and store in an
airtight container at room temperature
for two days or in the freezer for up to
one month.

*For a nondairy alternative, replace
cow’s milk with a different type of
milk and replace the butter with oil.
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Season’s Greetings
g Happy New Year from @
KEITH and SHARON the Oxnard Buddhist Temple! AMAI !
See you soon! ,
HARADA g | -
, In gassho, Famlly Fal’mS
xmw M[dwx Rev. Masanori Watanabe & the OBT Sangha P
Tiande b0 sue Fivst Pospond. 250 South H St., Oxnard, California 93030 . . . —— e
anks lo o first Regponders Tel. (805) 483-5948 Happy Holidays from Tamai Family Farms! _EOOQ 3TT46
qnw}!ﬁﬁmm Website: www.oxnardbuddhisttemple_org Tamai Family Farms www.tamaifamilyfarms.com
80596708 insemacesndibtanakacon Email. mail@oxnardbuddhisttemple.org Follow us on IG and FB @TamaiFamilyFarms JULIE HIRAISHI
: Broker
MERRY 608 S. A Street Tuesday-Su 11am. -7 p.m. \ =rya =
CHRISTMAS Oxnard, CA 93030 M'xrldays till 8 p.m. m aror (_ _//%;/(,A rra
(7 REALTOR Office: (805) 987-4746
Karen, Daniel and - 805-444-5622 Cell: (805) 377-3665
John Kikuchi;‘: 2 .
el y BERKSHIRE [ California
9 | SEAFOOD 4 i AV Realty email: capric.properties@gmail.con
%Ws(ms 4/@//;’ ! Family Owned Sice 1952 5= Fo - Y
- LHRLE NIOMES (S NArornavl . com
y“, Web,  www. SharonM com PO Box 1532
d www Otanis-Seafood.com Phone: i 483-6519 Camarillo, CA 93011
Ben Wada b, com/OtanisinOxnard Fax: (806) 483-5901 350 N, Lantana, Suite G-1, Camarille, CA 93010

TANI BALOONADO KAREN OTANI BALDONADO '  mber of the fromdse syasem of SHH Afiases. LLC

VISION ANALYSIS

|(805) 485-8302 |  CONTACT LENSES M:r Mﬁlﬂ Kﬂltkmmkﬂv

FAX (805) 485-7027 Amesrican Opametic
jyncoinc@aol.com

NPy Holidg,,
wm
Nathan, Tanyaq,
Abby, and Mika
Inouye

The Miyasaka Fami[y

A Dr. Kevin K. Hirano
o At} OPTOMETRIST

A an s

e,

Toshi's Hair (Design

3639 LAS POSAS RD. Ste E 125 ]ames _‘y‘ Na&amura CO., Inc. x“wpy ”Oﬁyﬂ[fu

CAMARILLO, Ca. 93010

Musouser 5900 N. 588; AVENUE 3185 OLD CONEJO ROAD T (908) 490-0434 Venhorm and R:;d;ull:l-\a
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. , see . Good health, peace, and good will
The Kujiraoka’s Frank & Betty Hiji Family 10 all » peace, and g
Scott, Yasuko, Kevin, and Keith K ' Dorene and Jim Tsukida ﬁ
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\)

“When it’s time to buy, sell or lease your home, you need
professionals who understand the meaning of success.”

Happy S/lolidays!

Direct: (805) 418-2675

&
A/ A T Cell (805)444-7862

DCH Lexus of Oxnard
877-626-5430 >/
G

DCHLexusofOxnard.com

1640 Auto Center Dr Oxnard, CA

,FV\/ mf},',l‘:} NateHarimoto@gmail.com -
' ‘ [ 3\ www.HarimotoHaas.com A OTO | SHANE HAAs
SUPport’ng ventura County jACL N Nate License 200980556 Shane License 801505864 - Aviara Real Estate

|
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@ dba Mayeda Cut Flower Company x\w

John & lJulie Hiraishi
Mieko Hiroshima

3006 Etting Road Janet Kajihara

Oxnard, CA 93033
. Tel: 805-488-1538 Betty Katsura
Fax: 805-488-1170 . g

Bill & Marian Kita

Roy & Emi Kodama

Gladys Kohatsu

Jennifer Kuo

Jonathan Kuo

Maile Kuo

Yuzo & Gene Y. Matsutsuyu
Tom & Janice McCormick
Alan & Julia Miyamoto Family
Edwin & Marcia Miyasaka
Ken & Lily Sugino

Jessica M. Wan
Attorney at Law

P
jwan@fcoplaw.com
O P‘ 805-659-6800

VENTURA COUNTY
Chapter Members and Friends

Jason & Lily Anne Tamai . o
(/ > (/" . P Dorene & Jim Tsukida =& 89,2“?3%;?5‘(64 e
. /{V)/Iy R /()//(147/ A Yas & Claudia Umeda Seaday - Tharsday 11108 am - 9:30 ym = Friday - Suturday 11:00 am - 1000 yen
hit /(/ ¢ I / v ﬂ Jo Ann Van Ig‘eer;‘an & Lﬁs Kopel 2216 PICKWICK DR., CAMARILLOJ
JIwww. . Jessica & Christopher Wan \_ www.chestersasia.com
PS coplaw.com E§ Shig & Irene Yabu . : 4
SocalTECH.com Joanie Miyashiro-Brennan j“a
Southern California’s Source for High Tech News 1958 - 2015 .
£ Azuma Kikusue
. We miss our loving sister, aunt Classical Japanese Dance
Find new customers | . h h
Research local technology companies and great aunt! 3 ln.st‘ru(.’tor/C orcographer
Track your clients and the high tech industry Classes - age 4 to adult
Mark and Anne Chilcott & Family ﬁ:
808.651.2061 cell: 866.647.8518 FAX
ﬁﬁn"gms;lifc”ﬁm http:/iwww.socaltech.com )l Aloha ‘Oe Until We Meet Again ﬁ kikusuc.azumaegmail.com
'] \'3 www.azuma-us.com
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Ventura County

The'Ventura County JACL would like to thank our

Chapter Supporters and Holiday Issue Advertisers.
Your generous support helps fund our scholarship
awards and sustain our cultural and communityfevents.

Ge tions to- VCJACL's
National JACL Jcﬁo/mﬁ%m/&oarcke&

Maile Kuo Caitlin Takeda
Justin Kawaguchi  Emily Nagamoto

congratulates the 2020
Scholarship Awardees

Dr. Tom Taketa

Memorial Scholarship
Emily Nagamoto

Yoshiro Katsura Memorial Scholarship
Johnathan Saiki

Harry Kajihara Memorial Scholarship
Maile Kuo

,' Masaka Miyasaka Memorial Scholarship

Paige Barrella

Outsanding Scholar

Julian Kimura

Merry Christmas!
Please join us for a Christmas celebration service on
Sunday December 20 11a.m.
Japanese American Christian Chapel
300 Mission Drive, Camarillo, CA 90310
(805)384-9333

qeons Groctingg

June Kondo and Reiko Kondo

Boise Valley

Officers

Governor
Vice Governors

Chip Larouche
Eileen Yamada Lamphere
Marleen lkeda Wallingford

Secretary Stan Shikuma
Treasurer Sheldon Arakaki
Historian Vacant

Youth Reps Sheera Tamura

William and Nancy Takano and family
Mark Takano
Douglas and Helen Takano and Mia

Derrick and Judy Takano
Riley and Julia Takano, Aria and Cadence
Nick Takano
Gerry and Angela Takano, Erin

Have the Merriest of Holidays
and a Safe and Prosperous New Year

from the

Pacific Northwest
District Council

Chapter Presidents

Alaska Dennis Arashiro
Gresham-Troutdale Terry Nishikawa
Olympia Bob Nakamura
Portland Amanda Shannahan

Chris Lee

Eileen Yamada Lamphere
Stan Shikuma
Ben Furukawa

Puyallup Valley
Seattle
Spokane

Riverside

~ Happy Holidays ~
Boise Valley JACL

Chapter Officers and Board Members
Taeko D’ Andrea Mia Russell

Jeannie Driscoll Micki Kawakami

Dean Hayashida Katie Niemann
David Hirai
Robert Hirai
Maki Jackson

Janis Ogawa
Jane Gunter
Alex Schloss

/"/appﬂ ffo/l'c/ays from the Kiverside Cbaptcr!

Home of the
Harada House

“A powerful civil
rights landmark.”

National Historic Landmark

haradahousefoundation.org

H appy H Olidays HH‘PPH Holloa HS! Social Justice through
Jbtd Lee Unity 2021
Gordon & Rei e y CLYDE and KATHERINE
Merry Christmas . \
; Best wishes for a —
ngfer&AI sparkling holiday season! allasafe ""“ A
Eranconrt Dolly and Irene Ogata LEPERIRG ﬁgﬁ,.«g,,ﬁ'
Seasons Greetings | Happy Holidays ! Happy Holidays HappyBHcglic]lFays and
Tony and Beverl Doug Urata and i € saje
Y Inab ¥ A%ice Roe Akio an.d Helen Kenny & Gina Kamoto
Naba djurata@aol.com Yoshikawa And family
Peace andy J Oy s s e | Merrs Christmas
Richard and Anne Mikami; Meiko- Inaba; Doug: | Tim and Aki Caszatt | “ichiko Yoshimura,
and Resaw Inaba, Gary and Lawrie Oshivo James and Yoshie Butler

""’t

--“\t Season’

~ = FROM CONGRESSMAN MARK TAKANO

Thank you for all that you do. Let’s make 2021 a great year!

s Greetings

| PAID FOR BY MARK TAKANO FOR CONGRESS|
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FINDING FRANK FUJINO: PART 11

Questions surround the 442 Vet, DAV national service officer.

* k%

By George Toshio Johnston,
Senior Editor, Digital and Social Media

(Editor’s Note: The following is
Part Il of “Finding Frank Fujino,”
Part I of which was published in the
Nov. 6-19, 2020, issue of the Pacific
Citizen.)

Although Frank Fujino is a 442 vet
who until now was mostly forgotten,
he appears several times in differ-
ent Japanese American community
publications of yesteryear. He also
received coverage in mainstream
newspapers and other media.

Before Fujino’s story was told in
the March 29, 1947, Pacific Citizen,
his name appears in the Dec. 16,
1944, P.C. in a front-page article.

Its headline reads, ‘“Ten West-
ern Nisei Killed on French Front,”
followed by a subheadline that reads,
“34 Others Wounded, Two Missing
in Action in Europe.”

The article’s first two paragraphs
read: “Ten American soldiers of Jap-
anese ancestry were killed, 34 others
were wounded and two are missing
in action in eastern France, accord-
ing to word received by next of kin
in the western United States.

“The following list is unofficial
and is compiled by the Pacific Citi-
zen from information from next of
kin and from relocation centers.”

Among those listed as wounded
in action, between Hideo Dobashi
and Harry Hamada, is the report for
Fujino. It reads: “PFC. FRANK T.
FUJINO, son of Mrs. Tomo Fujino
of 4-11-B, Rohwer, slightly wound-
ed on Nov. 6.”

In a report that predates the P.C.’s
article, the Dec. 6, 1944, the Rohw-
er Outpost camp newspaper also re-
ports that Fujino had been wound-
ed. That snippet reads: “On Nov. 6,
Pfc. Frank T. Fujino received slight
wounds. His mother, Mrs. Tomo
Fujino, lives in 4-11-B.”

Fujino is also mentioned in the
Dec. 14, 1944, McGehee Times
newspaper (McGeHee is a town a
few miles from the Rohwer WRA
Center) in an article with the head-
line, “21 War Casualties From Ro-
hwer Center Reported in 3 Weeks.”
His entry in that article reads: “Pvt.
Frank T. Fujino, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Tojiro Fujino.”

From these three articles, it’s ap-
parent that Frank Fujino’s parents

were not killed in a car accident
when he was 8, as reported in the
March 29, 1947, P.C. article.

Both the Rohwer Outpost and
Pacific Citizen reported that his
wounds were “slight.” But since
Fujino lost his right leg, the reports

that his wounds were “slight” seem
incongruous.

It’s possible that the initial injury
reported in both papers was inaccu-
rate. It’s also possible that even if the
Injury report was accurate, unsanitary
conditions, as was alluded to in the
March 29, 1947, P.C. article, caused
an infection or infections. (Unclear
in the article, however, is when his
right leg was amputated: in the field
or while hospitalized.)

In Ancestry.com’s hospital ad-
mission card for Fujino, it indicates
under second diagnosis, “Gangrene,
not elsewhere classified.” If accu-
rate, that would seem to corroborate
a severe infection could have led
to amputation. In the same section,
however, under Third Diagnosis,
it reads: “Osteomyelitis (second-
ary to traumatism) Causative Agent:
Artillery Shell, Fragments, Afoot or
unspecified” (sic)

Again, if accurate, that would in-
dicate Fujino was hurt by artillery
fragments, the severity of which is
unclear.

Wounded in Action

CPL. RAY BANO, (Roscoe,
Calif.), husband of ln(.
Bano, Manzanar, Calif, mnd-
ed in action h France on

Nov. 1.
CHIKAMI, (Re-
in France.

PFC. BEN
no, Nev.), wounded

SGT. HIDEO DOBASHI (San
Francisco), son of Mr. and Mrs.
Keinako Dobashi, 27-11.F, To-
paz, Utah, wounded in action in
l’nn«m on Nov. 15,

en Now, 6,
SGT. HARRY HAMAD.
:l Mr. K. Hamada of

5.
SGT. SAM HARA, 34, (Los
Aud.).n-d’lr.u‘lu.
T. Hara of Amachs, Colo,
wounded in action in France on ‘

Frank Fujino’s name appears among
those of other wounded 442 vets in
the Dec. 16, 1944, Pacific Citizen.

Osteomyelitis,  incidentally, is
an infection of the bone. And, in
the same document, under Medi-
cal Treatment, it reads: “Fracture,
compound, closed, treatment with
skeletal traction (includes Kirschner
Wire).”

For those who have forgotten their
basic first aid, a compound fracture is
when a broken bone breaks through
the skin, a description that sounds
far more serious than “slight.”

(To muddy the waters even fur-
ther, the Ancestry.com document
lists an admission date of November
1944 and a discharge date of April
1944, which makes no sense.)

The March 29, 1947, Pacific Citi-
zen article reported that Fujino’s
injury occurred during the Rescue
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“Go for Broke!” star Van Johnson chats with Frank Fujino and comedian
George Jessel in this photo that originally appeared in the May 21, 1951,

Los Angeles Examiner’s coverage of the | Am an American day festivities
that took place at the Hollywood Bowl.

PHOTO: COPYRIGHT © 2020 USC DIGITAL LIBRARY, LOS ANGELES EXAMINER PHOTOGRAPHS COLLECTION. USED WITH
PERMISSION. MAY NOT BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF USC DIGITAL LIBRARY.

of the Lost Battalion. According to
Densho.org and GoForBroke.org,
however, that exploit took place be-
tween Oct. 25 and Oct. 30 of 1944.
In other words, the reported date of
Fujino’s injury happened after the
Rescue of the Lost Battalion.

Also prior to Frank Fujino/Frank
Fujino O’Connor’s appearance in
the March 29, 1947, P.C., he ap-
pears on page 1 of the Oct. 30, 1946,
Daily Tar Heel, the newspaper of the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. It’s a wire story from
UP Feature Services.

In it, some of what was later related
in the March 29, 1947, Pacific Citi-
zen appears here: the Frank Fujino
O’Connor moniker, both parents no
longer living, attending Stanford (no
mention of UCLA, though), joining
the Army in 1938, being stationed in
the Philippines, being “evacuated on
the last transport to leave the Philip-
pines,” later joining the 442nd and
losing his leg in the Rescue of the

Lost Battalion. (The article writes

. when they took him to the hos-
pital the doctors decided to amputate
aleg.”)

Missing, however, from the
Daily Tar Heel article is any men-
tion of surviving the Bataan
Death March and escaping from a
Japanese prisoner of war transport
that gets torpedoed by a submarine.
New, however, are the reports of go-
ing home on furlough to Pasadena,
Calif., to visit his foster parents.
While “home,” he attempts to get a
haircut, only to get “thrown out of
23 barber shops.”

The story’s last paragraph reads:
“Frank tried eleven other barber-
shops around his home. One threw
his crutches out of the shop, and then
stood glaring as the one-legged ser-
geant hobbled out. None of the bar-
bershops seemed to care that Frank
was wearing three rows of service
ribbons on his uniform. None of
them noticed that one of the ribbons

Japanese-American Soldier
Doesn’t Want to Go Home

(UP Feature Services)

Sergeant Frank F. O’Connor of Pas-
adena, California, is one soldier who
never wants to go home again.

Frank went home on furlough not

L I T T

adopted by the O'Connors of Pasadena.
But unfortunately, Frank says, many |
of the people in California don't feel
the same way the O'Connors do. Many |
people don't want Japanese-Americans |

The Daily Tar Heel newspaper published this syndicated story about Frank
Fujino, aka Frank Fujino O’Connor, on Oct. 30, 1946. It predates the P.C.’s
March 29, 1947, article by John Kitasako, also about Frank Fujino.
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was the Silver Star.”

Some of that same reporting ap-
pears in the March 6, 1947, edition of
the Hawaii Star newspaper. Its head-
line reads, “Nisei Veteran Help Fight
For Democracy; Finds Little Left in
California Hometown.” It appears to
be a rewrite of the same story that ap-
peared in the Daily Tar Heel, but its
first paragraph contains an undated
attribution to a story that appeared in
the Los Angeles Daily News.

It also turns out that Fujino again
appeared in the P.C. before the
March 29, 1947, article. In the Dec.
8, 1945, P.C. is a stand-alone photo
with a headline and caption. Its head-
line reads, “Combat Buddies Meet at
JACL Dance.” In the photo, credited
to Toge Fujihira, are, from left, Frank
Fujino, noted 442nd RCT benefactor
Earl Finch and fellow amputee Teru-
mi “Terry” Kato, who is talking to a
third unidentified 442 vet whose face
is obscured.

The Nisei are all in their Army uni-
forms. On the left arm of the jacket
worn by the unidentified soldier is
the iconic 442 emblem of a hand
holding aloft the torch of liberty.

Standing to the far right is some-
one who would later go on to become
famous for introducing America to
Elvis Presley, the Beatles and Topo
Gigio, a man who is identified as
a “famous Broadway columnist™:
Ed Sullivan.

Fujino also appears in a photo that
was part of the Los Angeles Examin-
er’s I Am an American Day coverage
from that paper’s May 21, 1951, edi-
tion. In it, “Go for Broke!” star Van
Johnson kneels next to Fujino, in uni-
form, seated in a folding chair with
his crutches in his lap, with comedian
George Jessel leaning over Fujino.

Worth noting is that in the photo,
Fujino’s chevrons show his rank is
that of master sergeant. That would
indicate that Fujino had been pro-
moted from his rank of private first
class as shown in his Enlisted Record
and Report of Separation Honorable
Discharge document dated April 17,
1947, obtained from the National
Personnel Records Center.

In this photo by Toge Fujihira from the P.C.’s Dec. 8, 1945, issue, Frank
Fujino is on the left, seated at a table with his friend and roommate at
Walter Reed, Terumi “Terry” Kato and another unidentified 442 vet at the
Hotel Delmonico. Standing are Earl Finch and Ed Sullivan. According to the
photo caption, the Nov. 21 event was a New York JACL dance.

speechless when he gets a slight cold
or passes through a high altitude,
result of a throat wound.) In a battle
action in France, in Bruyeres, he was
declared dead by the burial squad,
loaded on a jeep wagon with the
other dead. (He was on the bottom.)
Chaplain Hiro Higuchi (now of Ha-
waii) checked him for his “dogtag”
(identification plate), noticed Frank
was breathing. He was rushed to the
hospital and put in an iron lung.

For his fighting that day, a
heroic adherence to his mission in
spite of his wound, Fujino won the
Silver Star, received the award from
President Truman.

The article, which contains a photo
of Truman meeting Fujino at Walter
Reed Army Hospital, is also notable
because it details his role in the for-
mation of the Nisei 100 DAV chapter,
of which he served as its first com-
mander. (Nisei 100 is now defunct,
having been absorbed by another
Los Angeles area DAV chapter.) The
article also includes a photo of
Frank Fujino’s wife, Yuriko, and

play in their yard.

The Scene article also reports on
what Fujino had to do to become a
DAV NSO, namely put in “2 years
of medical education, 2 years of
law and 2 years of Veteran Adminis-
tration Law.”

The same photo of Truman and
Fujino also appeared in an article
by Henry Mori in the Oct. 25, 1949,
Rafu Shimpo newspaper. In it, we get
a physical description of Fujino as a
“solid-built guy who must weigh at
least 175 pounds, and you’d imme-
diately think he was a football player
coming off the field.”

Mori’s article continues: “He is
the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. To-
jiro Fujino who hail from Fukuoka,
Japan. He has two sisters, and a
younger brother.” This description
stands in contrast to the P.C. article
that claimed he had been orphaned at
8 because of an automobile accident
and was the only surviving family
member.

The article also reports that Fujino
was “hit three times during the rag-
ing fights near Vosges Mountains in

The long-defunct magazine
Scene, which might be described
as a People Magazine focused on
the Nisei population, ran a feature
on Fujino in its December 1954
issue.

The article is about the
recognition given by the Disabled
American Veterans to Fujino for
his “exceptional and meritori-
ous conduct in performance of
outstanding service” as a DAV
national service officer for the
Los Angeles area.

This article is interesting be-
cause it describes how he was in-
jured as he served in the 442nd.

Fujino’s war injuries are con-

young son, Arnold Terry Fujino, at

This undated photo, which appeared in Scene
magazine and the Rafu Shimpo, shows Frank Fujino
. ) shaking hands with President Harry Truman while
siderable. (He becomes literally Fyjino was hospitalized at Walter Reed.

w October and November
. % of 1944 He is then
quoted: “The last one
nearly blew me apart,”
he’ll give it to you with-
out a wink.”

More description: “No
one would ever suspect
~ that Fujino has one glass
eye; a tin jaw; one artifi-
cial leg; and other physi-

cal handicaps.”
| The reference to Fu-
jino having lost an eye
in addition to his leg is

one that is sometimes
mentioned, sometimes
not. More on that later.

Meantime, the

>
-

long-defunct Shin Nichibei news-
paper mentions Fujino in sev-
eral articles during the 1950s and
‘60s, mostly in relation to the
Nisei 100 DAV chapter — visits to
the Long Beach Veterans hospital
(with members of the USC soror-
ity Sigma Phi Omega or the Girl
Scouts), a DAV picnic, the results of
an election of officers, etc.

Fujino even makes an appearance
in the 1946 book “Boy From Nebras-
ka” by Ralph G. Martin about famed
Japanese American turret gunner
Ben Kuroki, who flew on 30 bomb-
ing missions in Europe and another
24 in Japan. (See Dec. 14, 2012,
Pacific Citizen)

Frank Fujino — actually Frank Fu-
jino O’Connor — appears on page
202 of Martin’s book. The Bataan
Death March is mentioned again, but
here he tells Kuroki he avoided it.

As Frank opened his clothing lock-
er to look for something, Ben saw his
neatly pressed uniform with the Silver
Star for killing a lot of Japs on Bata-
an, his first Purple Heart for wounds
in the Pacific, a Purple Heart cluster
for losing his leg while pushing for-
ward to rescue the Lost Battalion of
the 36th Division in France.

Fujino relays the story of visiting
his foster parents in La Caniada and
being refused service at ten different
barbershops, including one where
the barber “ . . . picked up my crutch
and threw it after me and yelled, ‘We
don’t want any business from Japs.’

In the last paragraph, Fujino strikes
a bitter tone.

“So I fought for Democracy and 1
lost a leg trying to save some white
Americans and now I’ll be a cripple
for the rest of my life. For what, Ben?
for what?”

In yet another appearance in the
Pacific Citizen, Fujino is mentioned
in an article by Beatrice W. Griffith
(author of the 1948 book “American
Me”) that appeared in the paper’s
Dec. 22, 1951, Holiday Issue.

Griffith writes about the obstacles
Fujino had to overcome to buy a
house in Los Angeles.

One such Nisei hero, who returned
from the war (after having spent
three years in an Army hospital)
came home with an artificial leg, a
silver star, and 100 per cent disability
incurred from serving with the
famed 442nd Regimental Battalion.
Despite his honors and injuries,
when he came back he was denied
the opportunity of buying a home by
15 Los Angeles real estate agents.

Finally, when Frank did find
a home, he encountered another
rebuff. The title officer of a title and
trust company told him bluntly he
“wouldn’t do business with a damn
Jap.”

Griffith wrote that Fujino did ulti-
mately prevail, but only after sitting
for seven hours in the waiting room
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In this publicity photo, Frank Fujino, Humphrey Bogart and Don Seki appear on the set of Columbia Pictures’ 1949
motion picture “Tokyo Joe.” Fujino has a small speaking part in the movie opposite Bogart in a nightclub scene.

PHOTO: COPYRIGHT © 2020 THE BETTMAN ARCHIVE/GETTY IMAGES. MAY NOT BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PERMISSION.

of the title company.

Fast-forwarding to the 1960s and
“70s, Fujino appears in two letters
to the editor of DAV Magazine. In
the May 1967 issue, a retired WAC
(Women’s Army Corps) named Es-
ther P. Hart, who was hospitalized at
the Long Beach Veterans Hospital,
wrote: “Mr. Fujino was instrumen-
tal in getting my compensation in-
creased as my disability was estab-
lished as one hundred percent.”

Similarly, in the August 1970 issue
of DAV Magazine, William F. Cele-
llo wrote to the editor: “I can person-
ally attest to the tremendous work
being done by our National Service
Officers. My thanks go especially to
Frank T. Fujino of the Los Angeles
Office who was instrumental in pro-
cessing a claim on my behalf.”

Frank Fujino’s media appearances
were not limited to the printed page.
He also had a very short appear-
ance opposite one of the most iconic
and popular movie stars of all time:
Humphrey Bogart.

The movie was “Tokyo Joe,” a
1949 offering from Columbia Pic-
tures. A publicity photo of Bogart,
flanked by Fujino and fellow 442 vet
(and amputee) Don Seki, appeared in
several mainstream newspaper of the
time. This is the same Don Seki who
had no recollection of Frank Fujino.

Fujino also makes an appearance
in the acknowledgements of Ma-
sayo Umezawa Duus’ 1987 book
“Unlikely Liberators” as one of the
many 100th Battalion/442nd RCT
vets she interviewed. Nothing from
that interview, however, was includ-
ed in her book.

%k k
Looking back over the many

months that I spent compiling infor-
mation about Frank Toichi Fujino,
whether it was paying for copies of
documents in analog form (on paper
or from microfilm) or searching for
the now-digital trail and ephemera of
Fujino’s life, my thoughts and feel-
ings swung from different extremes.

Initially, I only knew that Fu-
jino was a Nisei who had served
in the Army’s segregated 100th
Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat
Team during WWII. That fact alone
was significant to me.

As someone of Japanese ancestry,
the meaning, the lessons, the signifi-
cance, the import, the legacy and the

A Commendation

I commend you on the editorial,
"Our Great Name," in the March
issue of DAV Macazing, 1 think it is an
extremely informative article which
goes a long way toward explaining the
reasons for the existence of DAYV,
should there be any doubt in the minds
of anyone.

I personmally can attest to the tre-
mendous work being done by our Na-
tional Service Officers. My thanks go
especially to Frank T. Fujino of the
Los Angeles Office who was instru-
mental in processing a claim on my
behalf.

WittiaM F, CELELLO
9201 Petit Avenue
Sepulveda, California 91343

DAV MAGAZINE

This Letter to the Editor from another
veteran praising DAV National
Service Officer Frank Fujino for his
help appeared in the August 1970
issue of DAV Magazine.

gravitas of the service of Japanese
Americans, whether in the 442nd
across the Atlantic or the Military In-
telligence Service across the Pacific,
for subsequent generations of Japa-
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nese Americans in particular but also
other Asian American groups and
anyone and everyone else who is an
American and calls this land home,
is direct and tremendous.

Serving and sacrificing as they
did, that group of men made life for
everyone who followed — and not

just Japanese Americans — easier,
better, freer, more equitable and more
respectable.

The serendipity of having bought
the home once owned by this par-
ticular 442 vet and also working for
the newspaper that ran articles about
him, including one in particular that
indeed read “like a dime thriller”
makes one wonder if the definition of
coincidence as being something ran-
dom needs to be amended.

Last fall, when I saw the Los An-
geles Herald’s photos from the 1951
I Am an American Day and learned
that Frank Fujino had lost his right
leg during WWII, I was stunned.
I had not known the extent of his
injuries.

When I read John Kitasako’s 1947
article about Frank Fujino, I was
flabbergasted. What is described in
that article, what he went through,
what he experienced was almost
unimaginable.

Upon reading that 1947 P.C. article,
I was excited that such an amazing
story about a 442 vet had been over-
looked and forgotten. I wondered
why no one had already uncovered
his story? Why had no one heard of
him?

Almost to a person, however, no
one I had spoken to about Frank Fu-
jino had ever heard of him or knew
him. Why was that? When I spoke
with Densho’s always-helpful Brian

Niiya about him, he noted that be-
cause Frank Fujino died in 1983, it
was a few years before younger gen-
erations began organized efforts to
interview aging 442 vets and collect
oral histories while they were still
alive with memories intact.

The late Chester Tanaka’s book,
“Go for Broke: A Pictorial History of
the Japanese-American 100th Infan-
try Battalion and the 442d Regimen-
tal Combat Team,” was published
in 1982. The late filmmaker Loni
Ding’s two independent documen-
taries on Nisei military service —
“Nisei Soldier: Standard Bearer for
an Exiled People” and “The Color
of Honor” — didn’t come out until
1984 and 1989, respectively.

When Fujino died, the Japanese
American National Museum and
the Go for Broke National Educa-
tion Center were not even embryos.
Perhaps that answered why few
people now knew of Frank Fujino.

There is also the age factor. Were
he living now, Frank Fujino would
be 102. As noted, fellow 442 vets
Lawson Sakai and Don Seki, who
both died last summer, were 96. They
presumably might have known him
or known of him. But that six-year
differential, plus the fact that Fujino
had joined the 442 as a “replace-
ment” in 1944, might explain why
they had no recollection of him, not
to mention the failing memory that
can come with age.

Seki, as noted, had no recollection
of Frank Fujino. This despite my
sending the photo with him, Frank
Fujino and Humphrey Bogart to his
daughter, Tracey Matsuyama, who in
turn showed it to her father. Nada.

Over the years since Frank Fujino
died, there have been dozens of books
and several documentaries produced
about Nisei veterans, including one
by me. In the bigger picture, it’s like
a mini-industry, telling the stories of
all things WWII — and rightfully so,
since it was the pivot point in mod-
ern history that still defines why the
world is as it is, three-quarters of a
century after WWII ended.

Surely, even with all the nonfic-
tional and fictional books, movies
and TV shows that have been made
over the intervening decades, Frank
Fujino’s story deserved to be revis-
ited and retold. That Frank Fujino
could have done what was described
but also have been seemingly forgot-
ten within the Japanese American
community needed to, it seemed to
me, be set right.

Over time and with further inves-
tigation, however, doubts began to
form. Could all of what was described
in Kitasako’s article really have been
true? Not knowing anything about
Frank Fujino’s personality, it’s im-
possible to know: Was he a fabulist?
Was this a case of what would now
be known as stolen valor?
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The Stars and Stripes newspaper
defines stolen valor as “ . . . the phe-
nomenon of people falsely claiming
military awards or badges they did
not earn, service they did not per-
form, Prisoner of War experiences
that never happened, and other tales
of military derring-do that exist only
in their minds.

“Some phonies, with zero military
experience, create their stories from
whole cloth.

“Others, having served an honor-
able but peaceful stint in the military,
choose to embellish their records and
‘spice up’ an otherwise unremarkable
career.”

Yk k

There was one person who I thought
might be able to clear up some of the
questions I had about Frank Fujino:
his daughter, the only living member
of his immediate family.

I had never, however, met her. We’d
never even spoken on the phone. The
real estate transaction was done via
her agent and mine.

After she sold the house to me,
I gratefully mailed her a thank you
gift, a wooden teapot I had purchased
in Hakone, Japan. That was it.

Before contacting her for this story,
I wanted to find out as much as I could
about her father. If she was the key to
learning more about him, I not only
wanted to make sure I knew every-
thing I could about him, I also needed
to be careful so as not to spook her, as
this seemed like a potentially sensi-
tive subject. Why should she trust me
or my motives? She didn’t know me,
other than as the person who bought
her parents’ house.

It was more difficult than I thought
it would be. Although I had her phone
number and address, when I called,
she would hang up on me. My voice
messages, text messages and letters
went unanswered.

Finally, she called me after I mailed
her yet another letter. I got the feeling
she just wanted me to stop bothering
her. She agreed to meet with me one
time, just to get it over with.

So, we met one afternoon last sum-
mer after her workday ended. With
the Covid-19 safety protocols in
mind, we sat down to chat at an out-
door restaurant not far from her place
of work, masks in place.

Although she answered my ques-
tions without hesitation, her answers
were, at first, very short. Still, they
provided some insight. For instance,
she grew up not in Culver City, like
I had presumed, but in L.A.’s Mar
Vista area. The house she grew up in
was on Gilmore Avenue.

My research later found that Frank
and Yuriko Fujino bought the Culver
City house in May of 1975, the year
she graduated from high school. She
didn’t spend much time in the Culver
City house.

As for how her parents met, she
only knew that it was after the war.

Terumi “Terry” Kato of Hawaii and
Frank Fujino of California, both 442
vets and amputees, became friends
while recuperating at the Walter
Reed Army Hospital.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE NISEI VETERANS
COMMITTEE, SEATTLE, WASH.

She said her mother, Yuriko Taketa,
had been incarcerated at the Gila
River camp in Arizona during WWII
and worked there as a nutritionist.

It turned out that she had a fraught
relationship with her father. While
she allowed that when she was
young, she was “his buttercup,” their
relationship became strained during
adolescence.

Although she was very close to her
mother, who died on Feb. 12, 2013,
she said her father was “harder to get
along with.”

“When I was growing up, I was the
rebel child. I was the rebel, OK?” she
said. “My dad kicked me out when
I'was 18.7

The reason: her boyfriend. He was
older than she and Chinese. “They
were very prejudiced,” she said. “He
was a good fellow. Kind of like a
Jesus fanatic, but other than that, he
was a nice person.”

Before she was “kicked out” of
the house, she recalled getting into a
car accident at 17-1/2 when she was
learning to drive with a learner’s per-
mit, with her father in the car.

“I smashed up my mom’s car. He’s
the one who told me to go through
the light, and I ran into a cement
truck,” she laughed. “I can laugh
now because it was so long ago, but
I never really drove after because my
dad blamed it all on me.

“There was a rough side to my fa-
ther,” she continued. Her late brother,
Arnold, she said, was “always afraid
of my dad.”

She also, however, has some fond
memories of her dad from her young-
er years, including shooting hoops
and him, with just one leg, teach-
ing her to ride a bike. “It was really
difficult,” she said.

She remembered how he had more
than one prosthetic leg, all of them
very heavy and made of wood. She
remembered that his last wooden leg

had a hydraulic knee, which helped
him walk better.

In his later years, though, Frank Fu-
jino used a wheelchair to get around.

As for reports of her father having
a lost an eye, she said this was not
true.

Before her dad died, she heard
from Arnold that their father, who
was hospitalized and on his death
bed, wanted to see her.

“When I had last seen him, he
weighed over 200 pounds,” she said.
“When I saw him, when I tried to
reconcile with him, he was down to
120.” According to Frank Fujino’s
death certificate, the cause of death
was septic shock as a consequence of
stage IV lymphoma.

Despite getting a better idea from
his daughter of who Frank Fujino
was, there were so many questions
still remaining. But since she was
somewhat uncooperative, I had to
boil them down to what I thought
were most essential.

Ireached out over the phone. Again,
when I called, I was hung up on.
Finally, I texted first, then called. She
answered, and I received answers to
the two short questions I had. One,
did she know whether her father had
been adopted? Two, did she know
whether he had ever been stationed
in the Philippines?

To both questions, she said no.

I'had many more questions, of course.
But I've come to the conclusion that
finding some answers 38 years after his
death may be impossible.

%k

Finding Frank Fujino did not go in
the direction I had initially thought it
might when I learned of John Kitasa-
ko’s Pacific Citizen story. That 1947
article contained elements that were
true. Frank Fujino had served in the
442nd. He had lost a limb as a result
of injuries sustained in combat.

But some of the rest of what is in that
article? Well, let’s just be charitable
and say some things don’t add up.

If Frank Toichi Fujino embellished
and fabricated some of his experi-
ences, determining today his reasons
for doing that would be purely specu-
lative. If he did make up some stuff,
his reasons for doing so are lost to
history. To me, his having lost a leg
meant that he certainly didn’t need to
gild the lily of his experiences.

But if he was a fabulist, I still can-
not judge him too harshly — and to
anyone who would do so, I’d have to
say first walk a mile with his crutches.
The trauma of losing a leg and then
the traumas of undergoing several
operations, not to mention overcom-
ing the obstacles of rehabilitation and
making peace with living the rest of
his life with such a major handicap
could scramble anyone’s thoughts.

In spite of the circumstances Frank
Fujino found himself in, he dedi-
cated the rest of his life to helping
his fellow wounded veterans as a

national service officer for the
Disabled American Veterans. That’s
not nothing.

Good or ill, true or false, it can
safely be said that Frank Toichi
Fujino is forgotten no more.

2.8,

In the Sept. 1, 1980, edition of the
Los Angeles Times, Charles Hillinger
wrote about the first reunion between
the men of 2nd Battalion, 141st In-
fantry of the 36th Division, aka the
Lost Battalion, and the men of 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. It took
place in Dallas, Texas.

The article quoted Jack L. Scott,
president of the 36th Division Assn.,
who said, “You are our heroes. To be
with you men again is the most pow-
erful experience I have ever had.”

Sen. Daniel Inouye of Hawaii was
the event’s principal speaker. Sev-
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The marker for Frank Toichi Fujino.
He is buried next to his wife,
Yuriko Fujino, at the Forest Lawn
Memorial Park in Los Angeles.
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eral other Nisei are quoted in the ar-
ticle. Shim Hiraoka of Fresno, Calif.
Hoppy Kaneshina of Gardena. Calif.
Monte Fujita of Los Angeles. Hideo
Takahashi of Ontario, Ore. Shiro
(Kash) Kashino of Seattle. Victor
Izui of Evanston, I1l. James Okimoto
of Kaneohe, Hawaii. Henry Nakada
of Homer, Alaska.

There was one other man quoted.

“I paid a high price — my leg —
to get the Texans out from behind the
enemy lines,” said Frank Fujino, 62,
of Culver City, Calif., who came to
the reunion in a wheelchair. “I have
no regrets,” he added.

Fujino died on Aug. 16, 1983.

Funding to research this article
came from a George and Sakaye
Aratani CARE Award, which is spon-
sored by the UCLA Asian American
Studies Center. The author would like
to thank the following entities and in-
dividuals for their help with this ar-
ticle: the Los Angeles Public Library,
the University of Hawaii Library,
the USC Digital Library, the UCLA
Library, the Japanese American Na-
tional Museum, the National Person-
nel Records Center, Getty Images,
Google, Kanji Sahara, Seiki Oshiro,
Brian Niiya, Peter Duus, Lane Hi-
rabayashi, Satsuki Ina, Rev. George
Matsubayashi, Mary Uyematsu Kao,
John Kao, Eric Saul, Frank Toichi
Fujino and his daughter.
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Clothing for All Generations

For Alec Nakashima and his company, Akashi-Kama, he’s grateful
to be surviving as a business in 2020 and ready to continue to
tell the Japanese American story through his designs in 2021.

By Allison Haramoto,
Executive Editor

s small businesses across the

U.S. struggle to stay afloat in

the midst of the current pan-

demic and economic down-
turn, Alec Nakashima is extremely grateful
that his clothing company, Akashi-Kama,
has been able to adapt to this “moment
in time” and survive — giving him the
opportunity to help his community and
look toward 2021 with the anticipation
of better days ahead.

Nakashima launched Akashi-Kama
online in May 2019, offering designs that
blend the beauty of the Japanese aesthetic
with an American influence. Each piece,
designed by Nakashima and featuring
fabrics sourced from Japan, is inspired by
Nakashima’s own Japanese and American
heritage.

“T'had this desire to create something that
blended that concept and design — a fusion
of these two distinct worlds, but I couldn’t
find anything that I was picturing in my
mind, so I decided to design my own,”
Nakashima, 29, told the Pacific Citizen in
2019 (see July 26-Aug. 15, 2019, issue).

Flash-forward to 2020, and Akashi-Kama
has certainly weathered a turbulent past
few months, something Nakashima could
never have foreseen happening.

“We had such an exciting start when we
chatted last, and then it quickly shifted in
2020 for businesses where we were thrown

AKASHI-KAMA

WE MADE IT IN AMERICA

(Top) The Nikkei Tee offers a
minimalist print and the dual meaning

of “We Made It in America”

The Black Wave Noragi Jacket is a
“staple of workwear in Japan with
our American twist on a light jacket.”

The Black Wave Noragi features black
Japanese fabric with a gold segaiha
wave pattern, complete with gold

AKASHI aglets.

into a survive-type thing,” Nakashima
said. “There are very few businesses that
are killing it right now, so, honestly, to be
surviving and maintaining — we’ll take it.”

One major hurdle to overcome: With
Covid-19 hitting Asia first before landing
stateside, Akashi-Kama, which sources its
fabrics in Japan, had to deal with major
manufacturing delays.

“First the slowdown [in Japan] was
taking double the time it would take us to
source fabric, and then once it got here, all
of a sudden our factory in Oakland (Calif")
was operating at 25-50 percent capacity
[because of the pandemic restrictions]. . . .
It set us back in production,” Nakashima
said. “But prioritizing safety was key.”

Despite all of the production delays,
Nakashima is incredibly proud that Akashi-
Kama was able work around the challenges
to continue to produce its signature piece,
the Noragi Jacket, as well as launch its
newest design in October: the Gosei
Cardigan (www.akashi-kama.com/products/
gosei-cardigan-black).

Paying tribute to his heritage, the Gosei
Cardigan “instantly connects you to the
community,” Nakashima said. “The Gosei
Cardigan is an homage to the progression of
generations. Fifth generation is when you
get such a blending of cultures, something
new entirely. This is what this is supposed to
be. It’s cool to make that a part of a specific
garment, weave it into our branding, that we
have so much respect for our generations.
. . . As the generations continue (Gosei,
Rokusei, etc.), we want to keep the style and
aesthetic inspired by tradition. . . . Keeping
that subtle Japanese culture and the story
with you and of generations who went before
is a big thing in our community.”

The Gosei Cardigan utilizes a French terry
fabric from Japan, knitted in Wakayama,

NV
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The Kinto x Akashi-Kama
Tumbler is an exclusive
collaboration with the
Japanese company, KINTO.

but it has a modern American heavyweight
feel to it and is designed in a longer three-
quarter-length silhouette with Akashi-
Kama’s signature aglet and design details
— perfect for the cooler months.

“The cut and sew development work that
went into that, as well as the inspiration
behind the name, are really special to us.
... The Gosei Cardigan represents a big
offering for us because it’s another original
Japanese American style, something that
we made specifically for and inspired by
our community,” Nakashima said.

That community spirit and helping
those in his community is what also saw
Nakashima through the hardships of 2020.

He acknowledges that Akashi-Kama is
thriving today because of its strong online
presence.

However, Nakashima knows that he’s
very fortunate to be in the position that
he is in and that other businesses in the
Japanese American community near him
are not as fortunate.

“Around April, May, we did a small
T-shirt capsule to help raise money for
stores in San Jose’s Japantown . . . because
there are a lot of stores that don’t have the
online expertise as part of their business
(stores were forced to close by the city
due to Covid-19 restrictions),” Nakashima

explained. “All of the proceeds went
toward helping San Jose Japantown. . . .
We treasure Japantown and Little Tokyo
and those kind of community pillars.”
Nakashima has also developed new
business plans and partnerships as he
adapts to today’s ever-changing reality.
He recently did a collaboration with
Go For Broke in Los Angeles’ Little
Tokyo, designing T-shirts and sweatshirts
for its “Evening of Aloha” gala, as well
as formed a partnership with KINTO, a
Japanese lifestyle product company that
is starting to emerge in the U.S.
Together, the two companies have
produced the Kinto x Akashi-Kama
i Tumbler (www.akashi-kama.

NV

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF ALEC
NAKASHIMA/AKASHI-KAMA

Akashi-Kama’s newest
offering is the Gosei Cardi-
gan, a unisex design that
draws inspiration from
Yukata silhouettes and
vintage coat lengths.

com/shop), a double-walled stainless-steel
travel tumbler.

“We worked on designing this together,”
Nakashima said. “It was cool for me to
work with a company from Japan that is
emerging in the U.S. We’re a Japanese
American-founded company, and so there’s
alot of alignment there. . . . When it comes
to these partnerships, it’s very intentionally
and carefully selected. It has to fit. It’s
quality above everything.”

Nakashima is also excited for additional
partnerships for 2021. But for now, he’s
using this time to concentrate on preparing
Akashi-Kama to be ready to proceed
forward at 100 percent when the pandemic
finally comes to an end, as well as guide
his company in the meantime until it does.

Nakashima is busy working on
production, sourcing more fabric and
taking a close look at his business model.
Word of mouth has also been a plus, as
GQ magazine placed the Noragi Jacket
on its “Best New Menswear” list in July.

“There have been times where [I’'ve
had to think] what’s the next six months
to a year really going to look like? Do we
need to change the model? We’re trying to
figure out the best way to figure it out since
people are really not going out anymore,
so our products need to revolve with that,”
Nakashima said. “What’s comfortable,
what looks OK on a Zoom call — the
in-between.

“The overall hope is that we’re coming
to the end of it and preparing for when
things go back to normal,” he reflected.
“Any business needs to do the work now so
that when that time does come, we’re able
to seize the opportunity. We don’t want to
miss it when that opportunity does come.”

And Akashi-Kama will be ready, for
Nakashima has a true passion for what
he does.

“Natural excitement and passion is a huge
drive for me,” he said. “I really love it, and
that’s a big part of it. It’s something that
really excites me. . . . Clothing is timeless.
... We’ll find a way no matter what.”

To shop Akashi-Kama and for
more information, visit https://www.
akashi-kama.com or visit Instagram
@akashi_kama.
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The Japanese American family behind Mendez

v. Westminster: California’s first successful

desegregation case

By Annie Tang,
Special Contributor

any Orange County, Calif.,
schoolchildren know the
name “Mendez.” After all,
the iconic name is front and
center of the landmark civil rights case
that desegregated several of the county’s
public schools in 1947, preceding the 1954
Brown v. Board case on a national level.
The Mendez family, one of five Latino
families that challenged several school
districts in the county on their practice
of Mexican-only schools, had their name
immortalized in history. But the Mendezes
would not have been able to lead the legal
charge if it was not for another family
of color, the Munemitsus, the Japanese
American farming family behind the story
of Mendez v. Westminster.

The Munemitsu Family Comes
to America

The first Munemitsu to arrive in the
United States in the early 1900s even-
tually made his way to the South Bay
of Los Angeles County, working as a
hired laborer on a strawberry farm. These
were the same farming skills he would
later impart on two more generations of
Munemitsu men and women.

The Japanese were common fixtures of
rural life in Southern California, but they
suffered through the indignities of barriers
to citizenship and homeownership due to
local and federal xenophobic legislation.

By 1931, the Munemitsu clan eventually
migrated from the South Bay area to rural
Orange County, Calif., where they acquired
a farm in the next year. This generation was
now led by patriarch Seima Munemitsu
and his wife, Masako Morioka Munemitsu,
with their boys, Seiko and Saylo, and twin
girls, Kazuko and Akiko, in tow, as well
as a few other extended members of their
growing brood.

Seiko, or “Tad,” as he was affectionately
known by loved ones, legally owned the
farm as an American-born citizen on be-
half of his parents, a privilege Seima and
Masako were not able to enjoy themselves.

This was the case with many first-gener-
ation Japanese who immigrated to America

- _a)

left) Tad, Saylo and Seima.

The Munemitsu family. Pictured are (front
row, from left) Namio (Seima’s stepmother),
Kazuko, Akiko, Masako and (back row, from

Seima
Munemitsu
with cratesof ..+ 4
strawberries :
from his
family farm
prewar

N\

and were not able to own land in their name,
due to the Alien Land Law of 1913. Many
opted to purchase property in the names
of their children in order to keep land in
the family, just as the Munemitsus did.

Owning a 40-acre farm, the clan would
be known as one of the longtime strawberry
growers in Orange County.

The Dec. 7, 1941, Imperial Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor would implode
the foundations of the Munemitsu family
and other Japanese Americans living on
the West Coast. With Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s 1942 anti-Japanese Executive
Order 9066, ordering the incarceration of
about 120,000 ethnic Japanese living in
regions near the Pacific Ocean, the Mun-
emitsus would be separated and interned.

Seima, known as an influential leader in
the Japanese community, was arrested first
in 1942 and sent to incarceration camps
administered by the Department of Justice
in New Mexico and then Colorado.

These DOJ camps were known to hold
community leaders, political dissidents
and religious leaders. They were also
purposely cordoned off from their families
and other relocation centers, so that their
presence would not incite rebellion among
the population.

Days after Seima was arrested, the rest
of the family — Masako, Tad, Saylo,
Kazuko and Akiko — were sent to the
Poston War Relocation Center in Poston,
Ariz. Tad and Saylo were young adults,
while the twins were only in grade school.

With siblings who were underaged or
attending school, and his mother and grand-
mother unable to work, as the oldest, Tad
took on the responsibility to work outside
the camps to earn income for his family.

He took on employment in Colorado,
with permission from his Indefinite Leave
Clearance, a document
that could only be ob-
tained after signing a
loyalty questionnaire.
Many of those incar-
cerated had to make
the same difficult de-
cisions time and time
again in the American
concentration camps:
attest to their American
loyalty, to their country
that incarcerated them
— or proudly deny
allegiance, but make
the lives of themselves
or their families more
difficult.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF JANICE MUNEMITSU AND CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY
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y Gathered to pound mochi for New
4/ Year’s are (from left) a Munemitsu
s . .
. family friend and farm employee;
% Akiko; Seima’s stepbrother, Sam
. Munemitsu; Seima (with hand on
"I mochi); Saylo holding Kazuko; and
Tad Munemitsu (with mochi mallet).

Tad (left) and Seima with their
strawberry harvest

During this time, Tad was still able to
retain his family’s 40-acre farm in West-
minster, thanks to their ability to lease it
while they were away. Tad was one of the
lucky few Japanese Americans who were
able to continue owning their land hold-
ings from afar while incarcerated. From
1944-46, in just those three short years,
the lives of two clans — the Mendezes
and the Munemitsus — would experi-
ence nation-changing events that would
influence the narrative of U.S. history.

The Mendez Family Moves
to Westminster

In 1944, Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez,
successful cantina owners, moved with
their children from Santa Ana, Calif., to
Westminster. Renting out the home they
owned in Santa Ana, they wanted to try
their hand at farming and leased land
from the Munemitsu family, who they
met through a mutual friend.

Felicitas, born in Puerto Rico, and her
husband, Gonzalo, born in Mexico, were
no strangers to racial discrimination them-
selves. Although Puerto Rican, Felicitas
was essentially seen as “Mexican” by
California racial standards, and her children
with Gonzalo would also be seen as such.

When Gonzalo’s sister, on behalf of
Gonzalo and Felicitas, tried to enroll her
niece and nephews — Sylvia, Gonzalo Jr.
and Jerome — into the whites-only 17th
Street Elementary School in Westminster,
she was indignant to find out that they
would not be admitted.

Instead, only her own lighter-skinned
children, with her European married sur-
name, would be allowed enrollment. This
racial exclusion would set off a civil rights
battle against the school district led by the
Mendez family.

When the Westminster School
District Board refused to integrate
Mexican American students as a whole
into its whites-only schools, Gonzalo and
Felicitas led community efforts to make
change in the whole county. They did all
this while continuing to cultivate the land
they were living on.

Gonzalo began working with four other
Mexican American families — the Estra-
das, Gomezes, Palominos and Ramirezes
— to challenge the segregation policies.
Together, the parents of these clans acted
as plaintiffs and filed a lawsuit in fed-

eral court against multiple public school
districts in Orange County.

Known formally as Mendez, et al v.
Westminster School District of Orange
County, et al, this federal lawsuit was
argued in the U.S. District Court in Los
Angeles in February 1946, where Judge
Paul J. McCormick ruled in favor of the five
families, stating, “A paramount requisite
in the American system of public educa-
tion is social equality. It must be open to
all children by unified school association
regardless of lineage.”

The school district did not see it that
way and appealed the case, taking it all the
way to the Ninth Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals based out of San Francisco. There,
too, the decision was upheld in April 1947,
that the 14th Amendment was violated
and students of Mexican descent were
denied equal protection. Thus, Mexican-
only schools were abolished in the Orange
County school districts.

Where does the Munemitsu family play
into this story? If it was not for the farm-
ing lease between Tad and Gonzalo, the
case would not have existed. In 1944 and
’45, both men signed two one-year leases,
which would allow the Mendez family to
continue living on Munemitsu land and
continue harvesting their asparagus.

If the Munemitsus had not been forced
to leave their home, the Mendezes would
not have been able to lease the farm, have
their children unfairly rejected from en-
rollment at the local school and not have
lead the legal charge for the civil rights
of their community’s Mexican students.

Because of the injustices first inflicted on
one family of color, injustices inflicted on
another family, and multitudes of others,
were able to be righted.

The Munemitsu Family Returns
With the August 1945 U.S. atomic bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the death
knell of World War II would sound, and so
would the bell toll for the lives of hundreds
of thousands of Japanese nationals.

» See LEGACY on page 42
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Proud Grandparents of
Olivia, Maiya, Luca, Namik Mia & Theo

{54 Hdpp ,
g::wm #:Isi:?z& Happy Holidays S Hohdq;’s ! Happy HOlidaY’S Hﬂppy HOlldlZyS!
May, Rod, Heidi & Family| ~ Tad Shibata Happy Holidays! | Helen Hori & Family | Hanae Watanabe | Craig I. Yoshikawa
Noby & Jacquie Oshidari Jessica, Trevor, Brooke
Happy Holidays e Happy holidays from GLOBAL AUTO PARTS
from Janwyn & Jack Funamura " v ourfamily to yours. o &‘ Import Parts Specialist Since 1977

Gordon, Dale &
Chance Mizuno

The Hoangs

P o 7827 Thornton Rd., Stockton, CA 95207

AUTO PARTS Tel: 209.951.3761
www.globalautoparts.biz

Season’s Greetings &

Stockton: 209-952-0688

Galt: 209-251-7652
Discovery Bay: 925-516-6298
Tracy: 209-836-5888

www.Matsuyamabestsushi.com

Wishing you Wishing for aloving & saf * 3?@
g for a loving & safe
Happy New Year. Happy Holidays worldin 2021... ]@[ Life is Good - wear a mask
N aoine Ohopacts Medeai Group | Tedand Carolyn | JibmatopmegeBles | Acko Yoshikawa & Family
(209) 948-3333 Ishihara g ’ ) Jason& Karen - Kimi, Garrett, Sam & Miya
Matsuyama Restaurant
Japanese Cuisine Merry Christmas and
Wishing all a Very Happy New Year
from
Charlie and Darlene Bagshaw o0 Andrew P. Chen MD, FACS
and o Jeffrey J. Ing MD, FACS
Lodi: 209-368-3888

Alex Sakata

v

0 Alan S. Nakanishi MD, MS, FACS
o Julio Narvaez MD
o Pamela Tsuchiya MD

o 1617 St. Mark’s Plaza, Suite D » Stockton, CA 95207 = (209) 478-1797
0 521 South Ham Lane, Suite A Lodi, CA 95242 « (209) 334-5886
02160 W. Grant Line Rd., Suite 100 Tracy, CA 95377 « (209) 835-2227

&

=% Port of Stockton
= CALIFORNIA

Chairman: Gary Christopherson
Vice Chairman: R. Jay Allen
Commissioners: Anthony Barkett
Elizabeth Blanchard, Michael Patrick Duffy,
Stephen Griffen and William Trezza
Port Director: Richard Aschieris

Happy Hormaxs rrout Stockron

For information about Stockton Chapter Events
Contact Steve Sue 209-329-0661

JACL Scholarship Applications
For Stockton & San Joaquin County Area ONLY
Contact Tad Shibata ttshibata@aol.com

In Loving Memory of
Tom Horita
Mayko Horita & family

May the New Year be filled with
Peace, Good Health & Happiness

Mike Shibata

BOWLING LOUNGE
s Rock-N-Bowl  eMultiple Tvs
»Special Parties  wBilliards
® Field Trips » Darts
® Youth, Adult, and

Senior Leagues

Conference Room Room Facllitles

PACIFIC AVENUE BOWL
5939 Pacific Ave
Stockton, CA 95207

200-477-0267
www.pacifichowl.com
“The Homeoi Family Entertalnment”

@ RE/MAX

W GRUPE

lzumi Assauw

Realtor ®
B &IE - Fluent in Japanese

209-639-5680

Izumiassauw@hotmail.com
DRE# 01904630

eliance
eal Estate, Inc.

/S

Brian Nakashima / Realtor
2025 W. March Lane Ste. 5
Stockton, CA 95207

Cell:  209-601-7562

Office: 209-472-7300

Fax: 209-644-6970

Email: bgnakashima@sbcglobal.net
www.RelianceRealEstate.NET

DRE # 01466875

‘ g"l/ L ‘!ff/‘ '

To a happy, healthy holiday season
2 and a bright New Year!

: o o . . H Holid
nappy ot | ' Wishing for peace and healing in 20211 | feee Moo
Koko Green & Family Kimiko, Yumi
Minden Nevada Stockton JACL Leonard & Family
) Happy Holidays ames ¢ Tominasa.

Central Valley Asian American Chamber of Commerce

Leslie Nakao-Edman, Executive Director
209-405-2630

February 23, 1938- July 6, 2020

Rosalie & Brian Masuda & Family

Happy Holidays
from

The Nomura Family C$

North West Pacific Risk

Risk Management & Safety Services
Property - Liability - Worker Safety

Steven Sue, ARM 209-329-0661
northwest.pacific@live.com

Seasons Greetings!
Alice K. Fujii & Family

Season’s Greetings
Yukiko Motoyoshi

Season's Greetings from
CHARTER WAY FLORIST

5620 N. Pershing Avenue

(209) 956-9087
Mario & George Pedregosa

&/(L/ appy L?L/ @ /1'(/(%)

JOHN & MARLANA BAKMAS

Happy Holidays Please call
Allan, Janice, Eric, Reiko ) oo ™
Five STAR™SENIOR LIVING
Takahashi
SR to schedule your 877 EAsT MARCH LANE * STOCKTON
209-957-4711
i L, comp|ementary www. RioLasPalmasRetirement.com
Holiday Greeting’s €201 Fve St Ousity Cam. -
L
Debbie Nakade lunch & tour ..:..L"., RCFE #397004515 &g

Come home for the holidays

RIO LAS PALMAS
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Happy Holidays Enjoy the Holidays H New Y. HAPPY HOLIDAYS! | Happy Holidays | Mele Kalikimaka!
Kent, Gail & Kyle Henry & Alice appy New xear CLARK & JUDY _ o Suellen U. & T.Ted
Ishimaru Hirata Nancy E. Baba MIZUNO Keith & Christina Yoneda & Family
Stockton TRACY, CA Yoshikawa Hau’oli Makahiki Hou!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS SN Season's Gree.t_ings Happy Holidays Season’s Greetings HAPPY HOLIDAYS
The Yagis }% Bando Junjiro _ _ Karyn & Carl | THE MATSUMOTOS
Frank & Hiro Japanese Classical Dance Hiroko Nitta Morita Taiga, Trevor, Kimi, Paul,
Stockton, CA Bob & Sally Tanaka Stockton, CA Kristina and Stephanie
- ishi i Happy Jim & Sall
Season’s Greetinas Wishing you the Blessings of ‘, J . . Y.
g CHISTMAS X Chms;mas! Happy Holidays | ¢ioven & Willaine
i~ .
Robert K Fuijii, D.D.S. | PeAcE*Hope*Jov*Love | % M;z;:z Lee Kusumoto Bradley & Rina
Creanive Eamily Qeoualry Debbi Endow Hatanaka F'r‘;':;'fh Squeakie Tyler & ]OYCE

1833 West March Lane
Stockton, CA 95207
(209) 952-5140

Pacific Window Tint

Exclusive Mobile Service
Automotive-Commercial-Residential

Evan Wong 7277 Pacific Ave,
(209) 954-9896 Stockton, CA 95207
CA Lic #896816 WWW.PWTINT.NET

Season’s Greetings
Mark H. Nishiki MD
3625 Heron Lakes Court
Stockton, CA 95219

Happy New Year
Ryan, Amy,
Payton, Chloe and
Royce Whitmore

Happy Holidays!
Jim & Sumi
Kochi
Stockton, CA

HamMmamMmoOoTO’s Bobpby SHOP

KEVIN HAMAMOTO

OWNER

PHONE: (209) 463-1498
HAMAMOTOSBS@AOL.COM

108 W. HAZELTON AVE.
STtockTonN, CA 95203

TRUEX

INSURANCE

Jeff Tokunaga, CPCU
Principal

p 209-477-1
¢ 209-482-8101

e JTokunaga@Truexins.com
Lic. # 0GBO306

S

MEMORT,Z
Funeral Home & Chapel - 14165 N. Beckman Road - Lodi, CA
Funeral Home - 831 Industrial Way - Lodi, CA
Cemielery - Harney Lane at Highwoay 99 - Lodi, CA
Lodi (209) 334-9613  Stockton (209) 944-9898

Proudly serving the Japanese community in Lodi and Stockton since 1940
FD 1657 www.cherokeememorial.com FD 1072

G118
E’é%ﬁé NELSON NAGAI

WINES

POST OFFICE BOX 273
NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94559
C 209.423.6331

F 707.224.4041
WWW.KALEWINES.COM

& SAKUDLA

4343 Pacific Ave., A-4
Stockton, CA 95207
Phone (209) 477-3939

sakuragroceries(@yahoo.com

M-F
Sat.

10:00 am — 7:00 pm
9:00am - 6:00 pm

Season’s Greetings

KENNETH Y NATSUHARA, DDS
KNATSUHARADDS(@GMAIL . COM

3414 BROOKSIDE RoOAD #200

(209) 475-1100

John K. Fujii, O.D.

Optometrist

s D 7 i
Pookside
Opfom&’rria @roup

Laser Vision Management
Family Vision Care

Contact Lenses

E-mail: drjfujii@earthlink.net

3133 West March Lane, Suite 2020
Stockton, California 95219
(209) 951-0820 » Fax (209) 951-2348

MARK KOMURE

Mark Komure, O.D.

2087 Grand Canal Blvd., Suite 15

Stockton, CA 95207

OPTOMETRY

P (209) 477-0296
F (209) 478-7322

JAYSON LOUIE

209.464.7693

730 EAST MAIN STREET * STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA *» 95204

Holiday Greetings
Zulka Dozier

209-830-8288

PACIEIC

WOUND CENTER
MEDICAL GROUP INC.

Kenneth K. Shimozaki, DPM

Wound Specialist / Clinical Research Coordinator

4722 Quail Lakes Dr., Ste. A, Stockton, Ca 95207
209-476-0675 = 209-476-9389 Fax

Season’s Greetings

ANDY’S

MOWER & SAW
TORO-SNAPPER-ECHO

Trimmers - Blowers
Lawn Mowers

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

2377 Waterloo Rd
Stockton, CA 95205

Robert Kishi
(209) 465-2693

Now Open

(JAPANESE BISTROJ

15138 Harlan Road

FINE » ASIAN » CUISINE

2541 Naglee R4,
Tracy, CA 95304
209-835-8882

WWW.MIDORITRACY.COM

f @ w®

Lathrop, CA 95330
Happy Holidays 209-858-1818
From the Tsutsumis RYRYRIVEVITENT I GRS
Gary, Joyce
Alex & Kaitlyn B Zﬁ]
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Seagong Greeting 2610 S. Tracy Bivd
Atgughi & Wendy Agari Tracy, CA 95376
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Two locations & Mobile Unit to serve you
2221 McHenry Ave., Suite “I”

6032 Pacific Avenue
Stockton, CA 95207
(209) 957-1378

‘J-faﬁoy ‘J-E)fic{ays _from Our Stqﬁ

Robert O. Endow * Debbi E. Hatanaka
Kenny Tokunaga * Roy Uyeda

Cindi * Miguel * Griselda * Melissa
Art * David * Jazmine

In Loving Memory of Edwin T. Endow

Independently
owned & operated

Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 529-0447
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Merry Christmas
and
Happy New Year

From

Homer
Yasui

11448 Rainier Av S. # 337
Seattle, WA 98178

Portland

Carol
Danielson
Suzuki
Sep 15 1952 — Aug 9 2018

Wife, Mother
Business Woman
Passionate Linguist
JACL Life Member

SCIENCE

Akemashite Omedeto
Chip Larouche
@,
&

z

=

Sep 8, 1930 — Sep 15, 2020

Husband, Father,
Great-grandfather
Minidoka, Matsutake,
Bowling, Golf, Casino,
Pharmacist
JACL Member

Yot deatination for

Loen Dozono Sho Dozono

Rich Ilwasaki Lily Kageyama
Setsy Sadamoto Larouche
Ken Ono Tomoko Ono

June Arima Schumann
Linda Tamura Calvin Tanabe

UNIQUE

Season’s
Greeti ngs Best wishes for the Holidays
and

and a Happy Happy New Year

New Year Thank you for your acts of

5 kindness and caring
Chris & Amanda Gokurosama

Portland JACL The Masuoka family
Co-Presidents '

Sachi Kaneko

Connie Masuoka
Amanda Shannahan

Heidi Tolentino
Jenny Yamada

Happy Holidays , | Happy Holidays! 7
Dr. Shoun/Grace 3{@ oy Holidays Michelle K. Sugahiro Setsy Sadamoto
ISHIKAWA Jim & Amy Attorney at Law Larouche
2842 SW Plum Circle 4664 SE Kina Rd
Portland, OR 97219 TSUGAWA Milwaukie, OR 51222 Happy Valley, Oregon
Shig . p
Yuzuriha C %’“79%‘/ C %W

Kurtis & Candace
Inouye

Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

Happy Holidays!

Jean Matsumoto
1300 NE 16™ Av #349
Portland, OR 97232

FUN &

Happy Holidays and Best
wishes for the New Year!
Ralph & Jean
Yamamoto & Family

Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!
Bob & Racheal Chris & Susan
Inouye Leedham
10655 NW Flotoma Dr. 29288 SW Costa Cir E,

Wilsonville, OR 97070

Portland, OR 97229

Valerie
Otani

Jan 1947 — Feb 2020

Wife, Mother
Artist -- Voices of
Remembrance
Community Treasure
JACL Member

The Japanese American Museum of
Oregon (formerly Oregon Nikkei Legacy
Center) was unveiled on September
14. There will be a complete exhibit
redesign with a grand opening on
February 19, 2021. Stay tuned!

JAPANESE AMERICAN t
MUSEUM TREGON

AT NAITO CENTER

BEHAVIOR

MATTERS

Happy Holidays!
Rich & Yoko
lwasaki

40 SW 147th PI
Beaverton, OR 97006

Happy Holiday!

Kay Endo
4423 SE Railroad Ave
Milwaukie, OR 97222

Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!
Herbo& E;_Suko Kirk, Judi & Zoe
Saki Tambara

12340 NE Hassalo St
Portland, OR 97230

1205 NE 158th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98684

Portland JACL
% % Board Members % %

Chris Lee Jeff Matsumoto

% % Millennium Club Members % %
Chip Larouche

% % Life Members % %

Kay Endo Tom Fujii

Jim Kamikawa James Kennedy
Jean Matsumoto  Sam Naito
Masuko Oyama Larry Richardson
Marilyn Sholian Robert Suzuki

Jim Tsugawa Linda Tanaka

Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!
gl" & hl'da Connie Masuoka
- S 1316 SW Curry St
15063 SE Orchid

Portland, OR 97239

Milwaukie, OR 97267

Setsy Sadamoto Larouche

Lynn Fuchigami Parks
Jillian Toda-Currie

Marleen Ikeda Wallingford
Rich Iwasaki (Advisory Board Member)

Toshio Inahara
Chip Larouche

Kurtis Inouye
Connie Masuoka

Verne Naito James Nakadate
Kelly Saito Edwin Sasaki
Fran Toyooka Gregg Takashima
Gary Terusaki Homer Yasui
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COMMENTARY

From One Moment in

Time to Our Next

By David Inoue,
JACL Executive Director

020 has been one for the ages. Feb-
ruary seemed pretty normal with
JACL chapters across the country
holding annual Day of Remem-
brance events. Before the end of the next
week, a 25-year-old Black man by the
name of Ahmaud Arbery would be lying
dead in the street after being hunted and
shot by his neighbors while out jogging
in Georgia. Our own Kakehashi trip to Ja-
pan would be significantly affected by the
nascent Covid-19 pandemic. Less than a
month later, Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old
Black woman, would be shot dead in her
own apartment by the Louisville police.

As the social and economic pain con-
tinued to grow due to the coronavirus,
the nation exploded with the brutal kill-
ing of George Floyd under the knee of
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin.
Thousands took to the streets to pro-
test systemic injustice laid bare in the
deaths of Arbery, Taylor, Floyd and many
others. Others marched in protest of the
public health measures to stem the spread of
Covid-19,whichhadwreakedhavoconevery
person’s lives and the economic stability of
the world.

As we moved into the second half of
the year, this all culminated in the most
contentious presidential election in any of

our lifetimes, one that remains to be fully
. settledasmillionsrefuse to accept the results.
This has truly been a moment in time
beyond description or expectation.

And yet, it is not unique. How far back
does one want to go? The 2016 shooting of
Philando Castile? The 2014 deaths of Tamir
Rice, Akai Gurley and Eric Garner? Or
| more recently, just a few days ago, Casey

. Goodson. Unfortunately, the senseless kill-
ing of Black men and women has been with
us and continues despite the moral outrage
on display so powerfully this year.

Covid-19 has been an extraordinary
event, but it has laid bare the incredible
ordinariness of societal disparities that we
have come to accept as normal. We have
too long accepted the fundamental racial
and socioeconomic disparities in educa-
tion, job opportunities, wage rates, access
to capital and, of course, treatment by the
justice system.

Covid-19 has also unveiled the depths
to which anti-Asian hatred can mani-
fest itself. Approximately 3,000 incidents
were reported through the self-reporting
systems managed by several different
APIA organizations.

PHOTO: PIXABAY.COM

All of this was openly promoted by
President Donald Trump, who did more
than anyone to sow division and continues
to do so even after decisively losing last
month’s election.

So, this is where we find ourselves as we
come to the end of the year. Just over 81
million votes for Joe Biden and a little over
74 million votes for Trump, with many of
those 74 million still believing the election
was fraudulent at the suggestion of their
candidate.

It is this deep division that is poisoning
our country, and while it may be incited on
the most part by our president, the response
from the opposition can be just as toxic.

For the past four-plus years, “Build the
Wall” has become the rallying cry for Pres-
ident Trump’s supporters. Just as effective
in rousing his own crowds, the phrase be-
came an anathema for those of us who op-
posed the wall as symbolic of the policies
of the administration including the Muslim
ban, child separation, family detention,
closed borders, denaturalization and depor-
tations. Our failure to achieve meaningful
immigration reform brought us to the ex-
treme policies of the Trump administration.

On the other hand, this summer’s protests
for Black Lives Matter brought another
rallying cry to “Defund the Police.” All of
the anger over the lack of accountability
and vigilantism of the police was focused
into and through this simple phrase.

Just as powerful as this phrase was for
the thousands of protestors to rally around
this summer, it had a similarly powerful
impact on those who struggle to understand
that Black Lives Matter is not mutually
exclusive to All Lives Matter or even Blue
Lives Matter. When comprehensive jus-
tice reform is boiled down to Defund the
Police, all that some people hear is that the
police are to be eliminated.

It’s not a surprise that the Twitter Presi-
dency has led to us condensing our thoughts
into under 280 characters. The media does
not help much, as it is more concerned with
whose ideas are winning public opinion,
rather than actually analyzing those ideas.

Politicians are more concerned with
getting retweeted than having legitimate
debate, or more importantly, compromise.
When each side entrenches around three-
word slogans for their policy statements,
compromise becomes impossible. The
extremist idealism on both sides demands
all or nothing, resulting in the latter.

President-Elect Biden ran on the idea that
the collegial Senate he once served in could
return, that relationships between Demo-
crats and Republicans might once again

allow landmark legislation like the Civil
Rights and Voting Rights Acts.

These past examples might pave the way
for modern comprehensive immigration
and justice reform legislation. Much has
been made about what groups made up the
margin for this election, but one group that
was clearly a swing vote were Republicans
who did cross the aisle to vote for Biden,
especially those who voted for Trump in
2016.

For JACL, our legacy is one of seeking
that bipartisan, or even better, nonpartisan
agreement on civil rights. Our story of what
happened during World War II is embraced
by conservatives and liberals alike as one
of the most egregious violations of the
Constitution.

The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 that pro-
vided redress for Japanese Americans was
championed by leaders from both sides of
the aisle and was signed by Ronald Reagan,
an icon in the Republican Party. Years later,
the Japanese American Confinement Sites
program legislation was led by Bill Thom-
as, one of the most conservative members
of Congress at the time.

It seems that once again, at this moment
in time, we must mobilize as a community
to ensure the legacy of Japanese American
history is preserved for future generations
to learn.

A new bipartisan bill, the Japanese
American Confinement Education Act, will
provide continued funding for the JACS
program, in addition to creating a new mu-
seum-based education program.

We must further leverage the bipartisan
support that exists for our priorities such as
the JACE Act, to extend to other areas of
importance. We must change the dynam-
ics of this moment in time to one where we
can bring divergent perspectives together to
find areas of agreement to make progress
toward recognizing the value of every in-
dividual in this country and paving the way
for all to succeed.

This moment that we have all been
living and surviving through for the past
year has the potential to change, and we
must be part of that change.

We can hopefully move on to a new
moment in time that we can celebrate
and be proud of as “one nation, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.”
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San Diego

Northern California Western Nevada Pacific District
Wishes all the Best during this unprecedented “Moment in Time”

Alameda :: Berkeley :: Contra Costa
Cortez :: Diablo Valley :: Eden Township
Florin-SV :: Fremont :: French Camp :: Gilroy
Golden Gate :: Honolulu :: Japan :: Lodi :: Marin
Marysville :: Monterey Peninsula :: Placer County
Reno :: Sacramento :: Salinas Valley :: San Benito
San Francisco :: San Jose :: San Mateo :: Sequoia
Silicon Valley :: Sonoma County :: Stockton

Watsonville-Santa Cruz :: West Valley

NCWNP District

LExecutive Board

sssssss

Carol Kawase

Howard Shimada Bob Yonemitsu
Alan Teruya
Janice Luszczak Carolyn Aoki
Yoko Olsgaard i
Haruka Roudebush Chlho Fe"
Sharon Uyeda A -
Alan Nii'hi Cory Mitsui*

Youth — Marco Torrez

2@

www.jacl-newnp.org/

Holiday Greetings!

from the San Diego JACL

JAPANESE AMERICAN
CITIZENS LEAGUE

David Kodama
Gabby Masuda

Joanne l-fayakawa
Jon Yokoyama*
Michael Kurima*
Mits Tomita
Sidney Shiroma*

Taiga Takahashi*

* 2020 officers

Weve been waiting for you, 2021!

Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!

Eric Inouye Family

Holiday Best Wishes
Glen and Georgene

DEARDORFF

Justin, Jake, Jessica, Joshua,
lan, EmmaJean, Alice

Wishinggou a Peacemcul
2021

Robbin Keawabata &
Ca S. g’utchmst and A/lr.uui]y

Happy Holidays!

Janet, Allison & Christian

Seasons Greetings!

=

ABACUS

PRODUCTS
I N [

, Fred Shimasaki
Mitobe Hayward, CA
Happy Holidays M
Greg Yoshid
A Yoshi

23155 Kidder Strewt
Hayward, CA 94545

Prces 510,785,9990
Fur 510,264 3484

Pt MANAGEMENT » PROWICIICNAL PRODUTTS « WAREROUSNG & DijtRunon

Happy Holidays From
Eden Township JACL!
Stay Safe and

Realthy!

Happy Holidays Happy Holidays
Gary and Judy May
Oda YAMAOKA

1538 Gibbons Drive

Alameda, CA 94501 El Cerrito, CA

Happy Holidays

Ted & Susan
Tanisawa

SEASON'S GREETINGS!
Digger, Agnes
& Rik
Sasaki

Tlonthene ), Califoraia
UKULEX FESTIVAL

_.wishing everyone
Happy New Year!

William Asai, D.D.S.
33341 Alvarado-Niles Road
Union City, CA 94587

(510) 471-9300

Seadons Greelingd. from
EDEN JAPANESE SENIOR CENTER

710 Elgin Street = San Lorenzo, CA 94580 « (510) 276-9786

ALLEN, Keiko AURITSUBO, R SARANCYTC, Sesa
ALLAMANSG, Mk MANISHHIMA, [ieene SAMURAWA, el
AOCHL, Mary MAK, Joaniw SAMURAW A, Meg
FORD. Ry ko) Juse MASUDA, Agies SASARL Ages
HWAMASAKT, Magy A MATSUMOTO, Michika SASARL, Mhed

(EASHIMOTO, Degibse MITOME, Fareet SEHHCGEANTTO), Misw

il JOHN M. NEISHL O.D.

R4 Dgeror of Optpmetry
Atvsr e Cplrnens 3
Acsonale

15070 HESPERIAN BOULEVARD, SUTTE C
SAN LEANDRO. CALIFORNIA 94578
Telephone (510) 276-8420

HASHIMOT O, Jovee
TUGASHE, Masake
HONDA, Pran

IDE, Goadess
ISAACS, Sawhi
TSHTDA, Sex

IO, Yooe

TWANF, Fojkn
RADOYANA, Mer
RALY AN, Tam
RANESHIGES Cluize
RAWABATA, Gany
RAWABATA, Robbits
KONNG, Ay
KOVENICH, Kok

MURAMCOTO), Barhues
MYORAKRL, Kataahi
NATO), N
NARAMURN, Encty
NARAMURA, Minva
NAKANO, Sona
\\}\.\\ .\. l]'.!’-‘!l
NARPDO, Kot
NEISHI, Awe
NISHIMUR N, Mty
NOMURN, Jeani
(XATA, Juily
(AT, R

PESCE, fastiasly
SABLAN, Tabaka ()

SHIMASAK), Vrd
SHINODA, Raren
SEIBEL, Cien
TARELCHI, James
EANISAWCA Desry
TESHIM A, Harns
TESHIMA, Mury
ISENO, Yok
WONG, Phil
NAMADA, il
YANAGH Pasotty
YOROMUZO, Alce
VOROMIZ, L
VOROMIZL, Sall

e

“Celebrating Jesus,
the Real Meaning of Christmas”

San Lorenzo
Japanese Christian Church

A5 Lewelting Blvd . Sun Lesmden, CA 94579
(510 ANA-455
www slejeeong
Warship with us Susdays @ S:45 uan . 1045 o m aod 5.00 poan
Rey. Eric Yata Rev, Sunao Shimada

Rev. Brian Tekawa Pastor Joshua Scott

Pastor Scott Shimada

Marysville

aa

Best Wiskes
//sz{/(/sw// :7/"1 A

70
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San Mateo

\ .
NOELL KUBOTA ' Office Hours By Appointment
ATTORNEY AT LAW 7«5;3
LAW OFFICE OF 630 NORTH SAN MATEO DR 7 VINCENT 3. 8331 D.D: S
R s SAN MATEO.Chgad0t | San Mateo Japanese-American Community Center B i
kane@sbeglobal.net 415 S. Claremont Street, San Mateo, CA 94401

- ' Telephone: (650) 3425726
Phone 650-343-2793 + www.smjacc.org s ?::5 zasoi 342-5723
e-mail: sanmateojacc@gmail.com Email: AsaiDDS@gmail.com

m www.reachandteach.com

Reach And Teach
. 144 West 25th Avenue Q //
= . ve Craig Wiesner San Mateo, CA 94403 |
can cook |= —_— 03 croig@reachandteach.com 650759-3784 9&\
o - W
transforming the world through teachable moments
’s Greetings!
6505 Ampiece v sure 101 | G MARVIN S. KOBORI, D.D.S.
Swmt-tc'\ 94402 eas on s reet’ ng s ¢ FAMILY DENTISTRY
Tel (650) 341-0701
Fac 650 525052 Ma ry Jo Kubota-Arcarese PARK MALL SHOPPING CENTER

susanf@yancancook.com

wrmeesen | San Mateo JACL Board Member
Kamishibai Storyteller/
650-593-7358 for information

1031 TERRA NOVA BLVD.
PACIFICA, CA 94044

TEL: (650) 359-1463
FAX: (630) 359-4489

K()l)()f; I“{\ n\;]_\‘]}(' ut ;?‘tl'?‘.( om

&» StateFarmr

Arizona

Craig Ichiuji
Agent

461 First Ave, San Mateo, CA 94401-3202
Bus 650 342 8857 Fax 650 342 9250
craig@ichioji.us

::r':::t:msemmw ——— é?I’HAYClCCCl/ Ay Cou’zage,

i
United in ove,

New England Peace.
JACL Arizona Chapter
HAPPY &

N Al
nlﬁALl HY Pat on the Back

- Japanese and Hawaiian gifts, k Quilting fabrics & notions,
n(’]‘ll)j“rb including insulated bottle Since 1996 sashiko, scrapping, origami
totes, bibs, custom www.patontheback.net and craft supplies.
from our friends in handcrafted fabric items. Ha Holidavs! Pattv & Mike
ppy ys y
New England Hashimoto

VAL,

Philadelphia

z 5
< . . .
Sortend Best Wishes this Holiday Scason
On the web at nejacl.org

Peace & Prosperity to All in 2021

A s
Philadelphia JACL
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IN-DEPTH

TH E 0 JACL’s National Youth/Student Council consists of students and young professional leaders
“ 2 | representing their peers on the district and national levels of the JACL. Together, it supports

and empowers young leaders to create positive changes in their schools, workplaces and
communities. They are the voices making a difference for our today

Future

When COVID
Cancels Your Youth
Retreat, Take Time
to Decide If a Hot
DogIs a Sandwich:
The Importance

of Community in
Overwhelming
Times

By Mieko Kuramoto,
JACL National Youth Representative

5

»

-
-

-
-

If there were ever a year to teach us
about the importance of community, it
would be this one. Isolating at home has
taken a toll on all of us in one way or

another, but for the NY/SC, it was unex-

pected: We discovered ways to connect
in new ways and expanded the possibili-
ties of what the NY/SC could be — as a
community, advocacy group and hub for
young Japanese and Asian Americans.

Like every organization, our NY/SC i

community has undergone change in the
past year. In the beginning of the COVID
shutdown, it was not too much of a shift
for the NY/SC. Because our members are
from all over the country, we were used
to having our biweekly meetings over the
phone or on videochat.

As the months flew by, though, we

saw the dramatic change in our work: !

Summits that we had planned in-person

were canceled, others were moved online.

As campuses closed and JACL chapters
stopped meeting in person, many of our
traditional avenues for work were no
longer there.

In June, it became clear that JACL’s
National Convention would not be in
person, and shortly after, we made the
decision to hold our Fall Retreat online
as well.

In the midst of it all, myself and other
members started to experience cycles of
burnout, Zoom exhaustion and feel the
effects of isolation.

There came several points when we !

felt like we were running out of steam
— we were burned out on webinars,
overwhelmed by the number of crises that

Opportunities to
Connect Occur
Sometimes When
You Least Expect It

By Justin Kawaguchi,
NY/SC Youth Chair

For lack of better words, 2020 has
been messy. From navigating a virtual
learning environment in my senior year
at the University of Southern California
to supporting Little Tokyo advocacy
campaigns via coordinated Zoom calls
even though I was a mere three miles
away, the past nine months have been

rife with a mixture of challenges and .
i Okaeri 2020 Gathering — I am grateful -

learning opportunities.

24 | PACIFICSCITIZEN | Holiday 2020

on advocacy or the JA community? What are your hopes for 2021?

i there were to address, and every day, the ;
: news cycles seemed to alternate between
the rise of COVID, racial injustice, the
i climate crisis and economic collapse. :
In the midst of exhaustion, though,
the important moment for us came when
¢ we stepped back for a moment from the
pressures to produce and publish. We
i started to take more time to look inward
{ as a community and talk to one another.
i Asmuch as we needed to address what
{ was going on in the world, we realized
also that each of our members is also !
i personally making sacrifices, experiencing
significant changes and trying to make it !
i through an extraordinarily difficult year
! themselves. Finding that place of sup- i
port in one another was critical for the !
i Council this year. :
: Out of that realization came some of :
i our best moments.
Our retreat, for example, took intentional
breaks to do silly things — we warmed up
i with Radio Taiso, made musubi together
virtually and each took three minutes to
i give a PowerPoint presentation to the
! group on any topic we wanted (topics
included: mushroom propagation, how
! to structure the perfect date, an expli-
cated list of reasons that people don’t put
i back their shopping carts and an in-depth
i dive into the debate over whether a hot
dog is a sandwich. I don’t remember the
i conclusion, but I remember that it was
extraordinarily well-researched).
We’ve taken more time to focus on
communications work, and each week,
we try to build in a little bit of check-in
i time to our calls.

I would be remiss to fail to
acknowledge the accomplishments
and achievements of the “quarantime”
as well: I was elected JACL National
Youth Chair, had the opportunity to
interview George Takei in collaboration
with the Japanese American National
Museum and Okaeri and success-

fully completed my first semester of
i with Japanese snacks and our new

graduate school (all online!).

If there’s one thing that I’ve learned
from being cooped up in my apartment,
connecting with friends and loved ones
on video chat rather than in-person, it
is that opportunities to connect occur
sometimes when you least expect it.

Although several in-person events
were canceled due to the pandemic
— from our NY/SC fall retreat to the

Overcoming and our tomorrow. JAaclL
Adversiti es The year 2020 has been a confluence of crises — in terms of NAQ(O)E%:
4 climate, public health, systemic racism and economic crash. How have
. ) ) i STUDENT v
Embracmg the | yourexperiences and reflections of 2020 shaped your perspectives cou NCIL ‘

In the coming year, we’re hoping to
center work around the community model,
including hosting discussions and events

i over dinner, conversation-style.

This year has seen some incredible
youth activism: Young people are tak-
ing to the streets to demand justice; they
are checking in on their neighbors and
delivering food; they are reminding us

! to pay attention, be compassionate and

be politically active.

But it’s also true that there are times
when doing advocacy work can feel like
chipping away at a huge boulder with a tiny
chisel. In those moments, it’s important
to take the time to nurture the people in
your community.

Take time to check in with each other,

build in time to bond, socialize and laugh,

and be forgiving with one another.

At the end of the day, we’re there be-
cause we want to do the social justice
work, but the most effective organiza-
tions are built on strong networks of trust
and support. A good leader is someone
who not only understands this, but also
emphasizes it.

This year, I am grateful to the commu-
nity [ have in the NY/SC.I'm particularly
thankful for my talented co-chair, Justin
Kawaguchi, who has brought an infusion
of energy, passion and new ideas, but
also to every single one of the other nine
NY/SC members. They keep me smiling

every week, and their diverse talents,

niche interests and boundless new ideas

! are what make our community thrive.

I can’t wait to see what we’ll

| 2

i do next.

: to have been surrounded by talented

leaders who are willing to lean into the
uncertainty of this moment and create
innovative solutions to still drive our

i organizations forward.

The NY/SC successfully held its
first virtual retreat, complete with
an incredible guest speaker, onigiri-
making workshop and gift boxes filled

NY/SC merch.
I am optimistic that the new year will

: be a time for communities to recenter,
i buckle down on what they believe in

and find new ways to move forward.
Change is inevitable, and I am proud
to be a voice that is driving the conver-

sation forward. Happy 2021 everyone,
i and I wish you all a healthy, happy

new year!
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SEIA WATANABE, b“
PSW Youth Representative 4

When everything seemed to be worsening, and the
world came crashing down on me, what remained
was community and my passion to connect more with
the Japanese American community.

This year, | was able to see the JA community come
together for each other and truly see how the work
we do continues to strengthen and uplift community
members even through the most bleakest moments.

Personally, my involvement in the community gave
me hope during a dark time. | was able to experience first hand how
the Japanese American community continues to evolve, adapt and
strives to be better every single day.

BRIAN HELEKER,
IDC Youth Representative

Withapandemicandapresidentialrace,2020has
beenatime of hightensions and division. Thatsaid, |
have seen people coming together and supporting
causes in impressive numbers and with incredible
passion. With the coming year, | am hopeful that
this will not die out, but instead, we will ride the
momentum to create a year of significant progress.

| am also optimistic that the coming years will
be a time of great healing for our nation where we
grow in our understanding of each other and move
forward with a greater unity than we have displayed in recent history.

KENDAL TAKESHITA,
MDC Youth Representative

I'm really looking forward to a break from school
and time to rest from all of the stress and chaos
that’s occurred. | know that this year has certainly
not been ideal for those who had plans for study
away programs, internships, jobs, etc., but | want
to reach out to anyone who may feel isolated:
You are NOT alone!

Things that have kept me motivated are
exercising, eating right and keeping in touch with
family, friends and teachers/mentors.

SHEERA TAMURA,
PNW Youth Representative

It's been a unique year to say the least. With the Covid-19 pandemic
taking a toll on several businesses, families and individuals, | think it’s fair
to say that 2020 has been a hell of a year.

For the vast majority of the year, | was very fortunate to have been home
with my family in Hawaii. However, during that time, | had moments where
| found myself struggling to upkeep my mental health. Somedays, I'd
feel sad, and on other days, I'd find myself feeling
extremely lonely to the extent that it left me feeling
like | was riding an emotional rollercoaster. But,
despite all of the negativity, this phase allowed me to
reflect upon the importance of mental health from an
Asian American perspective.

Growing up, | was always told that Japanese
Americans faced so much adversity throughout
history. From surviving World War Il to being forced
to live inside American concentration camps, my
mother always told me that we must be strong for
not only ourselves, but also for our culture.

It was at this moment where | realized that |
shouldn’t be ashamed of my feelings and emotions. As a Gen Z Japanese
American, | am learning to prioritize myself and my mental health so |
can inspire other Asian Americans to not feel ashamed of their struggles.
Quarantining during this COVID-19 pandemic has made me realize that
Japanese Americans will always persevere through the toughest of times.
We are strong and resilient.

MARIKO ROOKS,
EDC Youth Rep Representative

This year has been a year of monumental change. Much of

the changes in my world have been bleak, but | have really
cherished the unexpected joys, both big and small, as a result.

Transitioning away from in-person meetings, for example,

has really allowed me to re-engage with the California-based

Japanese American community where | was
raised and think about new and innovative
ways to connect with the youth members of the
Eastern District Council.

I've also met so many new extraordinary
individuals and organizations via virtual organiz-
ing efforts, and it's amazing that I've developed
new friendships without ever meeting people in
person.

As a Black Japanese person, I've been
particularly heartened by how much progress
against anti-Blackness I've seen both within

the Nikkei community and outside of it; people are having
conversations that | never expected would happen.

Having more time to think and reflect has allowed me to re-

gain some of the introspection and creativity that so often get
lost when we're overbooked and busy. | hope | can channel that
into the New Year, along with continued gratitude for the people
and relationships around me. Going into 2021, | hope for more
healing, more learning and more action toward justice.

JENNA AOKI,
CCDC Youth Representative

This past year has been a whirlwind of dif-
ferent emotions. Due to Covid-19, many mo-
mentous milestones were either postponed,
went by uncelebrated or were celebrated
in unconventional ways. At the time, it was
disappointing and saddening to get used to

the “new norm” of social distancing and distance learning.

However, my family was a constant reminder of how fortunate
I am. Family has always been a huge part of my life, and the
pandemic put into perspective the small daily interactions that |
often took for granted. Looking toward the new year, | am hope-
ful and optimistic that we all will take steps toward creating a more
understanding, loving and accepting society.

CLAIRE INOUYE,
At-Large Member

With the social distancing that has impacted
our ability to interact personally and freely, I've
been focusing on cultivating a community of
connection using social media and the many
online options available at our literal fingertips.

One value that has been instilled, and is now
more relevant than ever, is to be “flexible and
gracious.” While the curtailment of activities
has been difficult, we now can increase our

awareness of alternative means of building connections in
order to maintain relationships critical to personal progression.
Itis more imperative than ever that we reach out with inclusivity
to negate the isolation predominant in our society during this

difficult year.
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Mile High

Wishing all a
Joyous New Year

JSrom our offices at Sakura Square

Nikkeijin Kai

formerly the Japanese American Association of Colorado

WISHIN G YOU A VIBRANT HOLIDAY SEASON AND
A NEW YEAR FILLED WITH JOY, PEACE AND
PROSPERITY.

SAKURA
SQUARE

1255 19th Street, Suite 103
Denver, CO 80202
sakurasquare.com

1215 19" Street, Suite A

Vice President, Community Affairs - Kimiko Side

1 13 Years Serving Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Community

ITANO

1995 Dartmouth Ave.
Boulder, CO 80305
(303) 499-4248

Denver, CO 80202
President - Calvin Hada ‘J-[ofic(ay Greetings FHealth &7, .%ppfﬂ&ﬁf
15t Vice President - Minoru Tagawa “from In Memory Qf Gla dy&‘ S Konishi
20d Vice President - Shigeo Kimura Wayne & Chris :

Dr. Frank Konishi

2736 Winding Trail Place
Boulder, Colorado 80304-1412

=== s 5 7
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————
Happy Holidays
from the Iritani Family
Mark, Patra, Matthew & Megan

Seasons’ Greetingc to All!!

Mile High Chapter Board

Gil Asakawa, Harry Budisidharta, Bonnie Clark,
Elizabeth Fugikawa , Richard Hamai, Donna Hansen,
Matt Iritani, Tom Migaki, Dylan Mori, Danielle Otsuka.
Courtney Ozaki, Marge Taniwaki and Gary Yamashita

S‘El\‘l""y
HOLIDAYS

breathe
Donna Hansen !
REALTOR®, GRI, CNE ! ¢
303-949-3383
Donna@Breathe-RealEstate.com Taa

In Memory of Tom & Lily Masamori

Season's Greetings

Gary & Deb Yamashita

Broomfield, CO 80020

May 2021 be filled with much health and kindness

Richard and DJ Ida
Denver, Colorado

Susan Masamori Richard Hamai HomeSmart Realty Group
Edgewater, Colorado 80214-1048 Denver, Colorado 80203 (303)550-7852
Seacon s Greetinge 2020 was a challenging year for many Houway Cheers

Tom, Stielley & Jortnne

Denver, Colorado

Season’s Greetings

Gene & Kimiko
Side

225 S. Grape Street
Denver, CO 80246

HAPPT HOLIDATS!

Frances Furukawa
580 South Poplar Way
Denver, CO 80224-1557

“" " Best Wishes for the New Year!

g Charmaine, Michael & Sean Palmer
Boulder, Colorado

‘
T s
%\

Happy Holidays! Warmest Holiday
Peace and goodwill to | Greetings & Peace
All in 2021!

Joe Hayashi

Ruby Mayeda

Happy Holidays Wishing You a Happy
El]l & Fumiko Holiday Season!
Horiuchi Asian Chamber of
825 S. Glencoe St. Commerce
Denver, CO 80246 www.acccolorado.org

Health & Wappzheyy

ANN O. NAKAMURA, D.D.S.
MICHAEL A. NAKAMURA, D.D.S.

New Office Address:
7913 Allison Way, Suite 202
Arvada, CO. 80005
Telephone: (303) 425-4253

7 Peace on Earth
TSQ

In Memory of Frances Kawamura Hamai
07/26/1932 to 12/01/2019

https://www.fairmountfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Frances-Toshiko-
Kowamura-Hamai?obld=9548548%/celebrationWall

With Love,
Richard, Randy, David, Don & Joe Hamai

Email: fthamai.temp@gmail.com

Happy Holidays

KERRY AND LINDA HADA
Denver, CO

Season’s Greetings
from

BoB & JoANNA

SAKATA

P.O. Box 508
Brighton, Colorado 80601

Happy Holidays
from the DU Amache Project
and the University Press of Colorado!

Finding Solace in the
Soil
An Archaeology of
Gardens and Gardeners
at Amache
by Bonnie J. Clark

N
% _‘,.« %)
¥

.
fﬁ m(llno
*-fg{ ’ b()l(w(\

S 01l

Hardcover, $58.00

Order now at
www.upcolorado.com
and use promo code
CLAR20 to get 40% off!
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Best Wishes for the Holidays
Pacific Mercantile Company

SUNDAY 9 AM - 2 PM

CLOSED HOLIDAYS

1925 LAWRENCE ST. DENVER, CO 80202
PHONE: 303-295-0293 FAX: 303-295-2753
WWW.PACIFICMERCANTILE.COM
ARIGATO - THANK YOU

FINEST ASIAN
FOOD & GIFTS

MON - SAT 9 AM - 6 PM

Happy Holidays
from Erin Yoshimura and Gil Asakawa
Gil's new book, Tabamasho: Let's Eat!

a history of Japanese food in America,
will be published in 2021 by Stone Bridge Press

MERRY CHRISTMAS - HAPPY NEW YEAR
In Memory of Dr. Frank F. Sakamoto

Toshiko K. Sakamoto
2020 South Monroe Street #806
Denver, Colorado 80210
(720) 524-7254

Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!
All the best for the | Zeace and Health
year ahead. to Al
Dylan Mori Sam 1. Mayeda

e

(%

& apay
L IBAYS

BRivars EARDCAWA
BABAZA®A PABLY

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Young Adult Leaders

CONTACT GLA
laynesakamoro@live.com
gruhnandrew@gmail.com

Happy Holidays!
Y d Happy Holidays!

Marge Taniwaki

Pat Hayashi

DISTRICT COUNCIL
" LISA SHIOSAKI OLS!
GEOFFREY RU

EKARLENDO ﬂ‘.

: EFF TAMI :
" TREASURER- MARION no!-‘-
_ PACIFIC CITIZEN REP- KAYLA WATANABE

& EX OFFICIO-

JANET KOMOTO
YOUTH REP BRIAN HELEKER
. YOUTHREPALT QUINN SUSUKI

Kiyota Greenhouse, Inc.
Family Owned Since 1959

AVO Ty
0’ 3

'
R TELS

Have a Happy and Prosparous New

Roger, Susan, Mayrene and Dale

12020 Weld County Road 21-1/2
Fort Lupton, CO. 80821

From all of us at
Pacific Citizen

Please visit our website and free archives!

pacificcitizen.org

—
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YEAR N REVIEW

NaY2h

Year in
Review

To say 2020 has been one heck of a wild ride is a majorunderstatement. Having weathered
more twists and turns, ups and downs than any other year in recent memory, 2020
comes to a close with much hope, which is something all of us can use now more than
ever. We take a look back at the events that rocked our world, challenged our beliefs,
educated our lives and left us all wishful of a better 2021.

California Assemblymember Al
Muratsuchi (D-Torrance) greets
Kiyo Sato, 96, a USAF Nurse Corps
veteran, at the Capitol on Feb. 20,
the day the Assembly made an
official apology.

01,

Calif Assembly 0Ks
Apology to Japanese

Americans

A day after California Gov. Gavin Newsom declared Feb. 19 to be “A Day of
Remembrance: Japanese American Evacuation,” the California Assembly made of-
ficial an apology on behalf of the state for its historic role in discriminating against
residents of Japanese ancestry before World War I1. The vote was unanimous, 72-0.

HR 77, which was introduced by Assemblymember Albert Muratsuchi
(D-Torrance) on Jan. 28, saw to it that the state legislature’s lower house apolo-
gized for California’s historic role in unfairly discriminating against California’s
Japanese Americans and legal resident aliens of Japanese ancestry who were,
along with Japanese Americans from other Pacific Coast states, unjustly forced
to move from their homes, farms and businesses to 10 War Relocation Authority
Centers and other detention camps as a result of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
Executive Order 9066 on Feb. 19, 1942.

Coronavirus Places the
Nation on Lockdown

In March, evidence of Covid-19’s undeniable
presence in the U.S. and its devastating ability to
spread rapidly and infect persons of all ages caused
a shutdown that spread across the nation, forcing
the closure of virtually everything except busi-
ness operations deemed ‘“‘essential.” Hospitals and
staff became overwhelmed and filled to capacity as
the disease quickly spread, with a majority of
Americans instructed to stay at home.

George Washington University’s Dr. Leana Wen painted a grim picture of what
America would soon face: “We are seeing this rapid escalation around the world.
At this point, I believe things will get much worse before they get better. And we
have no idea what the trajectory will look like now that there is person-to-person
transmission around the world.”

JACL Joins Congress in
Condemning Anti-Asian
Sentiment Related to
Covid-19

At the beginning of April, JACL issued a statement
applauding the introduction by Senators Kamala Harris,

Tammy Duckworth and Mazie Hirono of the Senate resolution that condemned all
forms of anti-Asian sentiment related to Covid-19.

“The companion to Rep. Grace Meng’s House Resolution 908 is much needed
with the increasing discrimination and violence toward Asian Americans and
minorities as the threat from Covid-19 similarly increases,” the statement read.

In its first week of operation from March 19-25, the website Stop A API Hate (www.
asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org) collected 673 reports of anti-Asian
discrimination.

The statement concluded, “We thank our local leaders who have taken concrete
action through the introduction of these resolutions calling for action.”
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Trump Signs $484 Billion Coronavirus Measure
to Aid Employers and Hospitals

President Donald Trump signed a $484 billion bill on April 24 to aid employers
and hospitals under stress from the coronavirus pandemic. At the time, the virus had
already claimed more than 50,000 American lives.

The bill, HR 266, was initiated by the federal government to help keep afloat
business that have had to close or dramatically alter their operations as states tried to
slow the spread of the virus. The measure passed Congress almost unanimously on
April 23. Anchoring the bill was the Trump administration’s $250 billion request to
replenish a fund to help small- and medium-size business with payroll, rent and other
expenses, along with $100 billion for hospitals and a nationwide testing program.

s IRREAN

President Donald J. Trump displays
his signature after signing HR 266,
the “Paycheck Protection Program
and Health Care Enhancement Act”
on April 24 in the Oval Office of the
White House.

PHOTO: OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO/
SHEALAH CRAIGHEAD

The Death of George
Floyd at the Hands of
Police Sets Off a Rallying
Cry Across America

“I Can’t Breathe,” words spoken by George
Floyd as his airway became constricted |
by police in Minneapolis, Minn., on May
25, eventually causing his death, sparked a
wave of protest marches across America, all
calling for the end to racial injustices and
police brutality.

Protests erupted in cities large and small
throughout the U.S., all united in their cause:
“Black Lives Matter.” Floyd’s death came
on the heels of the deaths of Tony McDade,
Ahmaud Arbery, Nina Pop, Breonna Taylor,
Sean Reed and Charleena Lyles — all black
lives lost to systemic racism in the U.S.

Peaceful protests soon erupted into mass
violence, with countless businesses and landmarks destroyed by mobs of looters,
adding even more stress and hardship to the already-stricken economy.

Americans gathered
across the nation to
protest against systemic
racism. Pictured are
protesters who gathered in
Washington, D.C., to make
their voices heard.

PHOTO: JACL NATIONAL

h "’Ajt ‘ ' SN U
*# (From left) Actor Michael B. Jordan, Lacy Lew Nguyen -
Wright, actor/founder of BLD PWR Kendrick Sampson and
actor Nev Schulman at a protest in Beverly Hills on June 6

PHOTO: TOMMY OLIVER



YEAR N REVIEW

Dr. Anthea Hartig,
director of the
Smithsonian National
Museum of American
History, receives a
string of cranes folded
by Japanese American
descendants of
former Heart Mountain
incarcerees from JACL
Executive Director
David Inoue.

PHOTO: JULIE ABO
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social justice issues.

Tsuru for Solidarity Rallies Activists Across the Country

As protests across the nation continued as part of the “Black Lives Matter” movement, a coalition
of activists led by the group Tsuru for Solidarity” held a combination of virtual and in-person
activities as part of “Tsuru Rising” on June 6 and 7 to support the Black community and highlight

Panel discussions and healing circles were highlighted during the two-day event, and Tsuru
activists joined with members of the Black community to hang cranes and speak out against other
examples of structural racism.

In Washington, D.C., JACL members along with Executive Director David Inoue marched
downtown to the newly named Black Lives Matter Plaza. Said Inoue, “Where is the law and order
when we see Black men killed by those sworn to protect the law and to protect and serve us?”

JACL Joins With Tsuru
for Solidarity to Shut
Down the Berks Family
Residential Center

As Tsuru for Solidarity continued its work to make
its members present at detention sites such as the South
Texas Family Residential Center in Dilley, Texas, and
Fort Sill in Oklahoma to peacefully protest the wrong-
ful detention of immigrant families, its members
also made their presence known at the Berks Family
Residential Center in Pennsylvania on July 17.

In partnership with Haitian Women for Haitian
Refugees, Haitian Bridge Alliance and Families for
Freedom, as well as JACL chapters from Philadel-
phia and Washington, D.C., and the Shut Down Berks
Coalition, Tsuru for Solidarity organized a two-hour
socially distanced protest outside the Berks facility.

Protesters chanted and shouted messages of
hope and resistance in Creole, as a majority of those
imprisoned at Berks are almost exclusively Black
immigrant families from Haiti.

In conjunction with continued direct action, Tsuru
for Solidarity launched an online campaign target-
ing the governors of Texas and Pennsylvania called
#FreeMyFriends.

| Ellen Somekawa and Eric Joselyn,

| carrying their artistic and symbolic

¢ signs, were among those who protested

2 outside the Berks Family Detention
Center to oppose the incarceration of
Haitian immigrant families.

[ N cavr S S

PHOTO: HIRO NISHIKAWA

ovs. IAGHR Verdict a Win for Latin American Nikkei

AN o

Art Shibayama in his U.S. Army
uniform. Sadly, he passed
away in 2018 and did not live
to see his years-long court
battle result in victory.

The organization of American States’ Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights published its verdict in the years-long saga of Shibayama,
et al. v. United States on Aug. 4.

The IACHR’s verdict determined that the U.S. government is liable for
redressing World War Il-era human rights violations perpetrated upon
three Peruvian-born brothers — Tak Shibayama, Ken Shibayama and
Isamu Carlos “Art” Shibayama — of Japanese ancestry and, by extension,
other similar victims.

Sadly, Art Shibayama passed away in 2018 and did not live to see this
important legal victory.

If and when the U.S. might act to provide some sort of redress is unknown
because the verdict was not from a federal court but from the IACHR,
which cannot order the U.S. government to act.

More than 2,264 Japanese Latin Americans were kidnapped from
their homes from 13 Latin American countries during WWII by the U.S.
government to be used in hostage exchanges between the U.S. and Japan.
In addition, there were also more than 4,000 Germans and more than
200 Italians from Latin America who were also among those brought to
the U.S. at that time.

09.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki at 75:

A Solemn Reminder and Reflection

On Aug. 6, 1945, the U.S. dropped an atomic bomb on the city
of Hiroshima, Japan, killing close to 140,000 people, only to
follow that attack three days later when it dropped a second

Former JACL National President
Larry Oda (left) rings the bell at the
Watsonville Buddhist Church on
Aug. 5 to commemorate the 75th
. anniversary of the bombing of
3 Hiroshima in 1945. Looking on is Bill
.. Wurtenberg, minister’s assistant at
WBT and W-SC JACL member.

bomb on Nagasaki, killing another 70,000. The events marked

the end of World War II when Japan surrendered on Aug. 15.
In the 75 years since, memorials remembering those whose

lives were lost and the devastating impacts of the blast on

generations following have continued to mark a solemn remind-

er of the violence of war.

JACL chapters across the nation paid tribute to the somber
anniversary across the nation. In Watsonville, Calif., the W-SC
JACL held a socially distanced ceremony at the Watsonville

Buddhist temple on Aug. 5.

“As we observe the 75th anniversary of the nuclear bombs
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, let us rededicate our-
selves to peace in our homes, in our communities and in our na-
tion and world. Let us bow our heads in gratitude to those who
have gone before us and who reveal to us the truth of life,” said

Rev. Hosei Shinseki.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF W-SC JACL
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Democrat Joe Biden Defeats President Donald Trump;
Kamala Harris Makes History as First Female Vice President

Democrat Joe Biden defeated President Donald Trump to become the 46th president of the U.S. on
Nov. 7. Biden crossed the winning threshold of 270 Electoral College votes with a win in Pennsylvania
after more than three days of uncertainty as election officials processed votes. At press time, President
Trump has yet to concede; Biden, meanwhile, celebrated his 78th birthday on Nov. 20. When he is
inaugurated in January, he will become the oldest president ever to enter office.

And Kamala Harris made history as the first Black woman to become vice president and the first

President-Elect Joe Biden and Vice President-
Elect Kamala Harris were declared the winners
on Nov. 7 in the most contentious presidential
race in U.S. history.

person of South Asian descent elected to serve as second-in-command; she also becomes the highest-
ranking woman to ever serve in government. “Dream with ambition, lead with conviction,” she said. l
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Pocatello-
Blackfoot

d % Greeti ngs!

Pocatello-Blackfoot Chapter

PSWDC

------------------------

Seasons

from the IDC

On behalf of the
Seabrook JACL,
we extend our sincere
best wishes &
holiday greetings to the
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A
SN EA S

Seabrook

Pacific Citizen and fellow JACL members.

’may 2020 be a year ﬁ[lec! w[tA peace am{ pzospe’zitg
./Jappy Wew yea'z.

WSS, PROSPEROUS NEW yEAR MMy

A Seattle

New Mexico

The New Mexico Chapter
wishes everyone a
healthy, happy and
safe holiday season!!

Seabrook /(1

Ay A

Seattle

Season’s Greetings!

www.SeattleJACL.org

? Evecutive Board M""W"" Members-at-farge
Takayama: Governor Kenneth Tr
o ke Saveary Hichelle homatsu Kara Matsumura* Morgan Bruton*
S i 5D o Plori e *
Justn usagueh NYSC Chai o e Tonat student board members

Snake River
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

from members & friends of

SNAKE RIVER CHAPTER

Ontario, Oregon
Board Members
Cathy Yasuda Mike Iseri
Mary Ann Murata Ted Takatori
Sherri Kitamura Lonnie Woo
Janet Komoto  Larry Matsumura %
Teresa Fetherolf Howard Matsumura Wi

Florin-Sacramento

ippiﬂolic[ays
tom the

?loiin - Sacramento Va[[eg
C/Lapte’z

DC CHAPTER

e ~=d.
[te JACL DC

Chapler foped
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and we.
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San Jose

: ¢ Greetings!
Happy Holidays from 3 | Reyd Loy latsumoco Seacon o Greetingo:
i q‘ N7 | indirricult times | Y OShihara Financial
JAPANESE ‘ HAPEY HOLIDAYS! ® Real Estate/Mortgages
AMERICAN e Financial Planning
Sk . e Retirement Planning
EEhapraie: HAPPY HOLIDAYS * Tax Planning ;
- E 3 ® Sma ompany Benefits
HAPPY NEW YEAR . Llfe/HealthpInsyurance
Joyce Oyama i :
OFFICERS HONORARY San Jose JACL
Co-Presidents - Torn Oshidari and ADVISORY BOARD
Sharon Uyeda i ]
Recording Secretary - Neil Kozuma Honorable i nanda Happy New Year!
Co-Treasurers - Ryan O'Carroll and Honorable Norman Y. Mineta Tom & Terry
Kaitlyn Thomas ) Traraenteah Oshiduri
BOARD MEMBERS
Carl Fujita Joyce Oyama ADVISORY COUNGIL i Iose ]ACL y
. . G Hinoki Vi Onishi
leatrimura | . s shigelam AttHonda ShirleyOta Let There Be Peace Michael Yoshihara, CFS
Tamon Norimoto Margyeng‘i Ray Matsumoto Wayne Tanda On Earth! 161 Jackson Street #210
Steven Nose Jason Yonlehiro Yoshihiro Uchida 2an Joges L Sl
2aveyamaguna Marge Tsuji o e ai o S o
San Jose JACL Email: michael@yoshihara.org
N e
A/ .’ UnionBank' ' ——
The J. Morey Company, Inc.
Insurance Agents & Brokers Dennis Lin 0
Branch Manage 1
PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY'S y CJAMy foﬂner\?ormPathbouﬂjgwijalmSJDmgAYs
INSURANCE NEEDS SINCE 1980 San Jose Japantown Office Tel. 408 279 7409
590 North 6th Streot Fax 408 289 8005 : b, A WP
TEL: 408-280-5551 Sl s shorasisomt ““‘ - !
www.jmoreyins.com | CA License# 0655907 NMLSR SEREH e & ‘i = EX:
_ May 2021 HAPPY HOUDAYS | Be;t Wishes * .
Bring Us Together | Tory and Shirley Ota | fOF @ Better 20211
Wayne & Diane Tanda San Jose JACL Sharon Uyeda
San Jose San Jose JACL

Greetings & Best Wishes!
FROM THE OLYMPIA CHAPTER OF WASHINGTON

Bob Nakamura: President,
Hisami Yoshida & Reiko Callner: Co-Vice President,
Jan Yoshiwara: Secretary,
Pat Ward: Treasurer,
Masami Huchins & Yoshiko Tokita-Schroder: Board Members
Hanae Livingston:Youth/Student Rep

Sonoma County

Lodi

Y

144

b}

-

Ha Holidays
FromFi): . board gmcl
members of the

Lodi Chapter JACL

P.O. Box 2454
Lodi, CA 95241

_,,,CITJZENS LEAGUE

R X )

:...:wguw:&wr

L

Happy H()lldays
and
Stay Safe
Support the § Remaining J -Towns Healthyf(i)ll;’lad J Oyﬁll
'- New Year

from
The Japanese-American Citizens League

Sonoma County Chapter

Culture

B ) [ feere |
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Wisconsin JACL’s Cheryl Lund (left) and her
mother Lucy Miyazaki with tsuru for Jacob

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE LUND FAMILY

125,000 ORIGAMI CRANES
SOAR ABOVE COVID

A global pandemic did

not slow down Tsuru for
Solidarity’s mission to provide
support with communities
being targeted by racism
and state violence.

By Nancy Ukai,
Tsuru for Solidarity Co-Chair and
P.C. Editorial Board Member

he plan was to carry 125,000 hand-folded

paper origami cranes — one for each person

of Japanese ancestry who was incarcerated

during World War II — to Washington, D.C.,
in June 2020 and hang them on the White House fence
to protest the caging of children and the separation of
their immigrant families.

Nikkei from the U.S., Canada and Mexico were planning
to join Tsuru for Solidarity, the organizer of the “National
Pilgrimage to Close the Camps,” for the organization’s
three-day mass protest.

=

P

AGAIA Py o
NEER i W/
(Left) A protest sign
inspired by Japanese
karuta at the DOR protest
in Tacoma

|

\

Nisei who had been children prisoners in American
concentration camps during WWII, such as Christine and
Stan Umeda and Marielle Tsukamoto of JACL’s Florin
chapter, would lead the march against the repetition of
history.

But the coronavirus pandemic paused the plan — but
not the outrage.

The D.C. protest was postponed, and the event’s
organizers, who included JACL members Satsuki Ina and
Josh Kaizuka of the Florin chapter, Mike Ishii and Carl
Takei of New York, Lisa Doi of Chicago, Stan Shikuma
of Seattle, Rob Buscher of Philadelphia, JACL Executive
Director David Inoue and NY/SC’s Mieko Kuramoto
and Caitlin Takeda of New England, pivoted with their
respective committees to plan a virtual program for
national streaming.

That event, “Tsuru Rising!” was streamed June 5-7
with speakers who made the legal and moral case against
the detention, deportation and abuse of asylum seekers
and in solidarity with the millions worldwide who were
protesting against anti-Black racism and the murder of
George Floyd in Minneapolis, which had occurred less
than two weeks before.

Vigils and protests in cities stretching across the U.S.,
including Seattle and Tacoma, Wash.; Tanforan, Calif.;
Los Angeles; Chicago; Washington, D.C.; Berks and
Philadelphia, Penn.; and N.Y. were live-streamed.

’

Cranes
containing
messages for
Jacob Blake that
were sent to
Wisconsin JACL
for delivery

PHOTO: NANCY UKAI

In addition, “Healing Circles for Change,” a project
developed and led by Tsuru for Solidarity Co-Chair Dr.
Satsuki Ina, enabled dozens of small-group conversations
in online break-out rooms after each action.

Tsuru for Solidarity also hosted a four-part community
conversation series from August-October that brought
together more than 1,000 participants in panels that
covered topics on Japanese American history, multiracial
identity, the Black-Nikkei experience and Japanese
American anti-Blackness.

Meanwhile, the number of folded cranes has risen to
more than 250,000, according to San Francisco’s Geri
Handa, tsuru counter-in-chief. Nisei to Gosei continue to
fold cranes, she said, along with allies in North America
and Japan. The new goal is to fold 400,000 more, which
represents the number of immigrants who are detained
each year in the U.S.

For the past three months, Tsuru for Solidarity has
engaged in a planning process for 2021. In August and
September, a Tsuru for Solidarity listening tour was held,
complete with surveys, interviews and focus groups to
get input on the focus and future of the organization.

And since October, Tsuru has led small group discussions
to set priorities and actions for 2021.

“We are excited to wrap this up and dig in next year,
in early 2021,” said Tsuru Co-Chair Lisa Doi. “Please
stay tuned for what’s next!” |

| GeriHandaofthe JACL

crane to send to
. Jacob Blake.
PHOTO: NANCY UKAI

~

SF chapter holds a

Some of the 400
who gathered at the
Tacoma protest for
a rally organized
by Tsuru for Solidar-
ity, Densho and La
Resistencia.

PHOTO: STAN SHIKUMA

PHOTO: GLENN NELSON

(Top, middle) Mary Ann
Furuichi of the JACL
Contra Costa chapter
with Bill Sato with folded
cranes ready to send to
Wisconsin

PHOTO: NANCY UKAI
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TSURU POEM

The following poem was read
at the Day of Remembrance
protest by Tsuru for Solidarity
and Densho participants at the
Northwest Detention Center
in Tacoma, Wash., on Feb. 23.
More than 400 people were in
attendance to show their support
for detained immigrant families.

We are the crane people
fragile wings torn. bruised.
resilient.

Born from righteous indignation
If you, too, seek courage to stand
in solidarity
Coming empty handed as we do,
with only your resolve
Then join us
From every corner of the
community
prayers inscribed on their wings
Folded by hands that remember
the sting of desert sand and wind
holding memories of gaman
Of horse stalls, guard towers,
stockades, hardened resolve,
silent tears
We are the Tsuru
Knowing rightly to fold with love
and care
Tsuru fly from Hiroshima,

To Minidoka,

To Puyallup, to Honouliuli, to
Manzanar, Heart Mountain,
Rohwer, Topaz, Poston, Jerome,
Gila River, Tule Lake, Amache
And now to Dilley,
Laredo, Fort Sill, Arlington, Yuba,
Tacoma
Tsuru
Heal yourself
In our time of our greatest need
Fly with resolve
Again and again.

And to all who have come here
today,
sister, brother, neighbor, survivor,
descendant, stranger, friend:
We are Tsuru for Solidarity

— Mike Ishii,
JACL New York Chapter and
Tsuru for Solidarity Co-Chair

TSURU FOR

LIDARITY TIMELINE

It was one busy year for Tsuru advocates and allies.

By Lisa Doi,
JACL Chicago Chapter Member and
Tsuru for Solidarity Go-Ghair

Jan. 12 MARYSVILLE, CALIF. — In the spirit of
Oshogatsu, we stood at the Yuba County Jail
to demand its closure. Florin JACL members
and others have continued to prioritize its
closing.

Feb. 23 TAGOMA, WASH. — Tsuru for Solidarity
along with La Resistencia, Densho and Seattle
JACL coordinated a Day of Remembrance
action at the Northwest Detention Center,
which was attended by more than 400 people.
Seattle JACL and others have continued to
prioritize the closing of the detention center.

March — Tsuru for Solidarity launched the
“Contagion in the Camps” campaign to high-
light the experiences with communicable
illness during World War |l and demand the
end to detention.

April 5 — Tsuru for Solidarity hosted its first
national, virtual fold-in. We brought together
dozens of people from across the country to
fold tsuru together.

June 6-7 — Our “Virtual Protest to Close
the Camps” brought together thousands of
viewers from across the country. We had
dozens of amazing speakers, performers,
elders and educators who shared their gifts
with us. We also coordinated actions in
Washington, D.C.; New York; Berks, Penn.;
Chicago; Los Angeles; San Bruno, Calif.;
and Tacoma, Wash.

July 3, 2020, SANTA ANITA, CALIF. — “In Plain
Sight,” a project conceived by Cassils and
rafa esparza, collaborated with 80 artists,
including Karen L. Ishizuka representing
Tsuru for Solidarity, in a series of
coordinated art demonstrations.
That same day, “No More Camps”
was written in the sky over the
former assembly center. In the
same action, artists worked with

La Resistencia to fly kites over

the Northwest Detention Center

in Tacoma, Wash.

July 17, BERKS, PENN. — Tsuru
for Solidarity joined the Shut
Down Berks Coalition, JACL
Philadelphia and others for a
day of action at the Berks Family
Residential Center to demand
that the center be shut down and
ICE stop detaining families. We
returned to protest at the home
of Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf
on Aug. 1.

July-October — Tsuru for Soli-
darity hosted a four-part “Com-
munity Conversation” series
that brought together more than
1,000 participants in panels that
covered Japanese American
history, multiracial identity, the
Black-Nikkei experience and
Japanese American anti-Black-
ness.

Aug. 16, CHICAGO — We joined Cassan-
dra Greer-Lee and Nikkei Uprising for an
Obon protest at the Cook County Jail to

demand the defunding of the jail. With mem-
bers of JACL Chicago, the Chicago Japa-
nese American Historical Society and the
Japanese American Service Committee,
we have continued to take action at the
Cook County Jail.

September — San Francisco Bay Area Tsuru
for Solidarity folded 2,000 cranes to send to
Jacob Blake, who was shot in the back seven
times by police in Kenosha, Wis. The WI
JACL chapter, led by Ron Kuramoto, offered
to deliver the cranes, which were stored by
member Cheryl Lund in Milwaukee.

October-Present — In the last quarter of
the year, we have continued to support ac-
tions at the Berks Family Detention Center,
Northwest Detention Center and Cook County
Jail. We currently want to uplift the work of
the Shut Down Berks Coalition and Haitian
Bridge Alliance on #28Children, an effort for
an emergency stay on deportations for 28
children in Pennsylvania and Texas. |

for :
S400+ people £

~ |n CoOk Countg Ia\‘ » d
© | COVID-19 hotspot &

In August, Tsuru for
Solidarity joined with
Cassandra Greer-Lee
(pictured) to demand
the defunding of Chica-
go’s Cook County Jail.

PHOTO: TY YAMAMOTO

On July 3, “No More
Camps” was written in

the sky over the former
assembly center Santa {
Anita Racetrack in Ar-
cadia, Calif.

PHOTO: ZEN SEKIZAWA

Tsuru for Solidarity pro-
tested on Aug. 1 outside |
the home of Pennsylva-
nia Gov. Tom Wolf.

PHOTO: COURTESY TSURU FOR
SOLIDARITY
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Fresco Properties, Inc.

5915 Zinn Drive
Oakland, CA 94611
(510) 339-6399
BRE#:00874453

Happy Holidays!

fRick, Trene, Beth, Ricky,
& Shannon Uno

.

Sacramento, CA

Gordon Y. Yamamoto, Esq.

5915 Zinn Dr.
Qakland, CA 94611
(510) 339-6399

Holiday greetings and best wishes from

j-Set Home: A Senior Care Facility

24954 Cypress Avenue, Hayward, CA
* Focus on Nikkei Traditions
* Asian Meals
* Engaging Activities
* Skilled and Licensed Staff
XL
J'SEI

Cortoct Mavy Mart, Admanistrasor * Phore: ($10) 1326658 * Emal: mary@jselong

In Memory of
Two long time SF Giants fans

GALE & RANDY OUYE

Moriwaki, Imai & Fujita, Inc.
DBA: MIF Insurance Agency

Vice President
Bradley Yamamoto
355 Gellert Blvd., #240, Daly City, CA 94015

Phone: 650-757-8800 Fax: 650-757-8806
License #0468253

PEACE

Jrom the Movri Famaily

Kenjiro
Toshio, Marika & Yuika
Kaz and Janet

Mom & Dad, thanks for
mahng me a llﬁ'lnng fan.

OalxlamI'
Love. Kai

PEACE

Valerie Yaswkochi
& James A. Du/}; .

2840 Steinmelz Way
Oakland CA 94602

In Memory of
Yoshiko ‘Alice’ Ohara
Alice passed away
peacefully at home due to
complications of a stroke.
We miss her dearly but are
comforted by the way she
improved our lives during
our time with her.

The Kurita Family

2020 - 2021 Holiday Wlshes'
Catherine Gibbons C

Aimee Terauchi

Matthew Hard

Gilbert, Arizona

MONTEREY MARKET
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables in Season

Gourmet groceries * Artisan breads « Affordable wines

Season’s Greetings

1550 Hopkins St. * Berkeley
(510) 526-6042

HOURs
MON. - FRIL. 9AM - 7PM
SAT. & SUN. 8:30AM - 6pM

www.montereymarket.com

& ®.

Leroy M. Morishita, Ed.D.

President

Office of the President
510.885.3877 office
510.885.3808 fax
leroy.morishita@csucastbay.edu

CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY

EAST BAY

25800 Carlos Bee Boulevard
Hayward, California 94542
www.csucastbay.edu

HAYWARD | CONCORD | OAKLAND

Energy Healing Arts Remote Energy

to balance your body, Healing Session
mind and spirit. By Appointment Only
text/call: (510) 439-8528

Pegasus Energy Healing Studio, LLC
Asako Jackson, HTP-A
Energy Medicine Practitioner
Reiki, Jin Shin Jyutsu®, Healing Touch
pegasusenergyhealingstudio@gmail.com

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

David & Joan Fujita
Lafayette, CA

HOLIDAY BEST WISHES

SATOKO & JIM FURUICHI
1323 Cornell Avenue

Berkeley, California 94702

WOOF!
The Holidays are here
Unleash Peace
Ashi
“The Wonder Dog”

2100 Ward St
KIRALA
BRI « /5AKE 04R Berkeley Ca. 94705
Ph510-549-3486
Fic510-549-0165
www kralaberkeley.com

Season’s Greetings

Bary G. Rame, D.D.S.

(510) 845-1396

Happy Holidays]

Amelia, Karen,
Daven, Cole, and
Django Huster-
Lowhurst

JOHN KISTNER
Agent, Lic. #0830683

an
-...
. .-uvuc
STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMNGTON. ILLINO'S

1401 San Pablo Avenue

Berkeley, CA 94702
Bus.: (510) 526-7036
Fax: (510) 526-3311

"Lke a good neighbor. State Farm is thero™ ®

¥ A M F &
Goldenﬁon Martiaﬁrts School

www.goldnlion.com
1031 San Pablo Ave (near Marin), Albany CA 94706

Choy Li Fut Kung Fu
Weapons
Philosophy

Yang Tai Chi Chuan
ChiKung
Meditation

Sifu David Dong  (510) 527-1606  Classes for all ages

2109 Cedar Street
Berkeley, CA94709
Tel: 510.883.1893

www.gregoirerestourant.com
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SUPERIOR COURT BUILDING RENAMED AFTER

JUDGE STEPHEN K. TAMURA

The West Justice
Center honors
Orange County’s
first Asian American
lawyer.

WESTMINSTER, CALIF. — Orange
County Superior Court’s West Justice
Center has been renamed after Judge
Stephen K. Tamura, the first Asian Ameri-
can Superior Court judge in the county’s
history.

In a ceremony that was live-streamed
on Nov. 6, the County of Orange paid
tribute to Tamura, who, during his distin-
guished legal career, was the first Asian
American lawyer in Orange County, the
county’s first Asian American to preside
and serve on the County Council, the first
Asian American Superior Court judge
and presiding judge in Orange County
and the first Asian American justice on
an appellate court in the continental U.S.

The Hon. Kirk Nakamura, presiding
judge of the Superior Court, County of
Orange, spearheaded a committee’s efforts
to rename the building, along with Susan
Kawaichi, Justice Tamura’s daughter.
Other members included Dr. Kristine
Dennehy, a professor at California State
University, Fullerton; Dr. Arthur A. Han-
sen, professor emeritus at CSUF; Ellyn
Iwata; Kurtis Nakagawa; Randy Tamura;
Mary Urashima; and Norio Uyematsu.

In April 2019, Nakamura first set forth
the idea of submitting an application
to rename the Superior Court’s West
Justice Center in honor of Tamura. On
April 8 of this year, the Judicial Council
of California issued its order approving
the renaming request.

“It was a real privilege to submit the
application to name the West Justice
Center in honor of the late judge,” said
Nakamura in a statement at the time. “He
was a man of many ‘firsts,” and I am very
proud to have followed his footsteps to
the Bench.”

‘When Nakamura was elected in 2017,
he became the second Japanese American
judge to hold this position, Tamura being
the first. Nakamura then made it a point
to learn about many of the remarkable

\
The Stephen K. Tamura
Justice Center has been
renamed to honor the late
judge’s trailblazing lifetime
achievements.

accomplishments and contribu-
tions of his predecessor.

Highlights include:

e Judge Tamura grew up in
Orange County and attend-
ed Huntington Beach High
School.

* Hereceived a BA degree from
Pomona College and an LLB degree
from Boalt Law School, University of
California, Berkeley.

* Tamura was a founding board member
of the Orange County JACL chapter in
1935, which held its first meeting in the
Wintersburg Japanese Church.

¢ Admitted to the California Barin 1937,
Tamura began his law practice in Santa
Ana, Calif.

* Mere months before the onset of World
War II, Tamura married Kay Kazuko
Nozawa; a year later, the couple was
detained in Arizona’s Poston Relocation
Center, where he provided legal services
while incarcerated. They were later
transferred to the Amache Relocation
Center in Colorado.

¢ In 1945, he was drafted into the U.S.
Army, where he served in the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.

» Tamura was appointed in 1961 by Cali-
fornia Gov. Edmund “Pat” Brown to
the Orange County Superior Court,
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The Stephen K. Tamura Jus-
tice Center has been renamed
to honor the late judge’s trail-
blazing lifetime achievements.

| Present at the dedication cer-

emony were committee mem-
bers (from left) the Hon. Kirk
Nakamura, presiding judge
of the Superior Court, County

L. of Orange; Susan Kawaichi,
. daughter of Justice Tamura;

Ellyn lwata and Kurtis Nak-
agawa. Committee members
not pictured: Norio Uyematsu,
Dr. Arthur A. Hansen, Dr. Kris-
tine Dennehy, Randy Tamura
and Mary Urashima.

the first Japanese American to hold this
position. He was elevated to the Court
of Appeals, Fourth District, Division
Two in 1966.

* In 1972, Tamura was named the recipi-
ent of the Orange County Bar Assn.’s
Franklin G. West Award, the “highest
honor presented to outstanding attorneys
and judges whose lifetime achievements
have advanced justice and the law.”

e Between 1979 and 1981, Tamura filled
an appointment to the State Judicial
Council. He also served as a justice pro
tem on the California Supreme Court.

* In 1981, he co-chaired with Henry
Kanegae a committee to oversee the
Orange County Japanese American
Council’s stated commitment to “pro-
moting an understanding and apprecia-
tion of Japanese American culture and
heritage on the contributions of Japanese
Americans to the history and develop-
ment of Orange County.” Upon his
death the following year, the council’s

history committee determined that, to
commemorate Judge Tamura’s history
and legacy, the series of oral histories it
was compiling with longtime residents
of the county’s Japanese American com-
munity be designated as the Honorable
Stephen K. Tamura Orange County
Japanese American Oral History Project.

Nearly four decades following his death
in 1982, Tamura will forever be remem-
bered having lived a life that reflected his
love of family, commitment to his com-
munity and dedication to public service.
In a statement to Spectrum News 1, Na-
kamura said, “When you see the accom-
plishments of Stephen K. Tamura, you
see the accomplishments of a trailblazer
who basically showed the way in the
legal profession as to how Asians could
ultimately succeed.”

— Susan Kawaichi, Dr. Arthur
A. Hansen, Dr. Kristine Dennehy
contributed to this article.

in the

JAPANESE AMERICAN

NATIONAL MUSEUM

Best Wishes

New Year!

JANM FROM H®&ME

Join us to be inspired, educated, and
engaged with virtual programs,
educational activities, and holiday
shopping at janmstore.com!

janm.org ¢ janmstore.com ¢ DiscoverNikkei.org nug
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Holiday Greetings GOOD HEALTH, Happy Holidays P ’ ;
Maru ‘I—fappy ‘l-fo[ida_)u PEACE, & from the Peace and Joy Season s Greelingd
Hiratzka Jeff, Kelly, & Frankie HARMONY TSUETAKI'S Fred 'n Rhoda Reddro Nabeta
37 Thousand Oaks Tracy, Jane, Alex, Amanda )
Oakland, CA 94605 Dizon Lou Minamofto and Bachan Hideko Séyi £t Cornito. CA
Happy Holidays
[drPT NEW TCARKI i
from . i e
Gerry, Joy, Vera & Eric I
Doug & Wendy Kawamura :: | o ey, =
SEKIMURA 1220 SAN PABLO AVENUE
ih’ 5 BERKELEY, CA 94706

510.524.7243

In Memory of

Waichi & Jane Ouye

Loved & sacrificed for their children,
grandchildren & great grandchildren

THANK YOU JACL!

FROM, UC BERKELEY NIKKEI STUDENT UNION

SEASON’S GREETINGS !

E - SEIDO

_{é‘ CONSULTING LLC

Season’s Greetings

Tak Shirasawa
Berkeley, CA

Executive Business Coaching for Individuals and
organizations to uncover their “Right Path” for success.
Steven Terusaki, Mga
Founder and CBC

s.terusaki@seidoconsulting.com www.seidoconsulting.com
(510) 559-0225 Albany, California

2021 Happy Holidays!!

Leo & Evee Terauchi
Roderick & Reiko Terauchi

El Cerrito, California

ROGER J. OTA, D.D.S.

TELEPHONE (510)841-0662 2020 HEARST AVENUE
BERKELEY, CA 94709

Holiday Greetings to All
Ken, Ann, Sean & Lee

Yabusaki

Hawaii, Encinitas

@jé((,j(a/, 4 ("?-eefifgyo'

Zarri's Delicatessen

Lunch Meats, Cheese, Salads,
Sandwiches & Wines

1244 Solano Ave.
Albany, CA 94706 525-5405

PEACE

Charles & Carla Stedwell

705 N

Happy Hid'évm#‘Neal Quye

Peace and Best Wishes

Carolyn Miyakawa Adams

John and Lynn
Adams

Alyssa, Briana
and Cameron
Adams

BLAINE HONDA, D.D.S

TELEPHONE (510)841-0662 2020 HEARST AVENUE
BERKELEY, CA 94709

In Mcmorg of sachi Kaneko
1917-2014
“ Left My Heart in San Francisco”

W'a G/thwgz §

from the

Hi Lo Golf Club

7 Best wisﬁesfrom
(G *%Tﬁe Kimura Family

77 7 Fa-Kaji Family
!‘«: 5 : Happy New Year 2020!

. Thanks to Berkeley JACL for its

N continued service to our community

PAPER PLUS OUTLET

1629 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley » .
510/626-1799 510/418-1348 Jeason s g reefmgs

“INCREDIBLE BALLOONS" | Matthew, Nancy & Lauren
www._paperplusoutlet.com Fujikawa

With loving memories of our parents:
Yoshinori “Joe” and Edna Tanada
Karen, (David);

Ruth, {(Leo and Rachel)

Season’s Grcctings
Susan & Aaron Muranishi

G. Anthony Freeman

Independent Insurance

Freeman

Insurance Services, Inc.

Property - Liability - Life- Benefits

Worker's Compensation
Office: 510-528-2700
1035 San Pablo Ave., #1
Albany, CA. 94706

Warmest Holiday
Greetings

Berkeley Lions Club

Serving the Berkeley Community

g anthony@freemaninscompany.com

since 1919

SEASON’S GREETINGS

Ron & Carol
TANAKA

Emily Murase, Neal Taniguchi,

Junko & Izumi
Wish everybody the very
best this Holiday Season!

emily@emilymurase.com
nealtaniguchi@gmail.com
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F.E.FORBESCOMPANY
Mark E. Forbes

Principal

1795 Solano Avenue tel: (510) 526-7933x13
Berkeley, CA 94707 fax: (510) 526-7976
CA BRE No.00845694 mforbes@feforbes.com
NMLS No. 250558 www.feforbes.com

HAYASHIDA Pa@IZ 18N8

The Berkeley JACL Iooks forward to a brighter year
ahead and remains grateful for the resilience of our
Japanese American community.

832 Bancrott W 1\
Y, € \')4 10
4 ARCHITECTURE
ax: 8.949 INTERIOR DESIGN
2020 Officers Dlrectors: /Ww.hayas ida-architects.com PLANNING

Ronald Wake, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

74 2 >\\§
A'/-:'°§ i)
Ny

895 Moraga Road, Suite 2
Lafayette, CA 94549
(925)283-0280

5332 College Ave., Suite 203
Oakland, CA 94618

Phone: (510) 923-1776
Fax: (510) 355-1060
email’ ronald fuje.cpa@gmail. com

i

Karen Lowhurst, Co-President Carolyn Adams
Beth Uno, Co-President Jim Duff
Tiffany Ikeda, Secretary Emily Itoku .
Marco Torrez, Asst Secretary Matthew Kojima OBJECT pas its HPRY
Mark Fujikawa, Treasurer Vera Kawamura :
Tak Shirasawa, Asst Treasurer Ryan Matsuda Website ;
Kaz Mori www.500bjects.org
Neal Ouye ~In Loving r.7\/le1fnm’y of
Al Satake o 5 RilT & Dorothy Fuii
Trustees: JAPANESE Ron Tanaka @ : 6{1 ,m J W;“ ry
Tiffany lkeda AMERICAN Nancy Ukai @500bjectsNikkei and Karrie our sweet doggie
Neal Ouye CITIZENS Tara Umemoto
Neal Taniguchi LEAGUE Gordon Yamamoto ’
Ken Yabusaki Dani Yang . Best Wishes
B E R K E L E Y  Val Yasukochi Best Wishes for a Healthy Keniji & Nancy
and Happy New Year in 2021 TOGAMI
. Berkeley, CA 94706
’ Al and Maxine Satake
/ . . HAPPY
Se a’; 0(;1; gkrjf ttlng St Happy Holidgys And their Grandchildren | ;7o1mpays B
Kiyoshi MIRO AAtsumoto Kosakura Family : ; ; : FROM .
}/ 2615 Brooks Ave. 4488 Hock Maple Court Kai, Kotomi, Soleia and Esai KAT .
El Cerrito, CA 94530 Concord, CA 94521 THE CAT \
Season’s Best Wishes t
Mark A. Fujikawa, OD Happy Holidays S e
Stephen R. Chun, OD, FAAO Jim Furuichi
Rose K. Hoang, OD Broker - Owner- Realtor-Notary Happy New Year
. SR Kuwada Realty Berkeley JACL!
The Berkeleysgggg?etnc Group 1417 Solano Ave. Albany, CA 94706
2414 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94704 (510) 527-4663 Cell:(510) 333-5686 In memory of
(510) 843-]228. emall; jfurvich@pacbell.net Kimiko & Roy
www.berkeleyoptometricgroup.com DREf 00265518 Matsumoto
Ronald D, Fuls, CPA ONE NAME TO REMEMBER

WHEN IT'S TIME TO REMEMBER
EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE SERVICE SINCE 1908

SUNRE

{ETERY ASSOCIATION
. H N me o~ Cell: (510) 604-7290 \ CEMETERY » CREMATORY » MORTUARY
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Sesshu
and his
daughter
at Placita
Olvera

in Los
Angeles

PHOTO: LINDSAY
BOLLING

FOSTER-ING THE LOVE OF WRITING, Wb |
EDUCATION AND ACTIVISM IN EAST LA gltw;

Author/educator/
activist Sesshu Foster
has dedicated his

life to enriching and
expanding the
lives of those in

his community.

By Athena Asklipiadis,
Contributor

hen thinking about East

LA, what first comes to

mind? Is it a gritty, rough

neighborhood scene?
A tasty taco stand? Or, do you smirk
thinking about the comedy of Cheech &
Chong? Literature, poetry and the arts are
not likely a first thought when thinking
about that part of Los Angeles thanks to
the media and Hollywood, but for years,
author/educator/activist Sesshu Foster
has blessed the literary world with a rare
look at the area through the eyes of a
Hapa Japanese American.

Growing up in East Los Angeles during
the height of the Chicano movement, Foster
naturally gravitated toward writing about
his hometown, the various cultures there
and the impact of gentrification through
the narratives of everyday residents. And
to complement Foster’s artistic endeavors
is his commitment to local youth and
community issues.

Before Foster even considered a career
in the arts or education, his parents had
built the foundation of a truly multicultural
and creative home. Foster is the eldest
of seven children born in Santa Barbara,
Calif., to a Japanese American mother and
Caucasian father.

His parents were both former art
students, and because his father followed
Zen Buddhism, they had a Zen wedding
in the hills of Santa Barbara. His father
spent his GI Bill to study not only art but
also spent his time following 1950°s white
cross-cultural thinkers such as Alan Watts
and Gary Snyder, as well as the Zen lectures
by D. T. Suzuki.

Unlike his father, Foster’s mother and
his Japanese American side of the family
were less connected to Buddhism, as most
of them followed Christianity. His mother
was also from a large family, as she was
one of 10 children born in California with
humble and tragic beginnings. Sadly, in

Sesshu, along -1
with his wife

and daughter, =
demonstratin

against

child

separation

the 1930s prior to World War II, three
of Foster’s mother’s siblings died from
Tuberculosis.

“The JA side of my family was from the
Central Coast from Arroyo Grande. . . .
They were farm workers who were barely
getting by, as far as I could tell. . . . When
the war hit, they lost whatever little they
did have,” Foster recalled.

Foster’s mother and family braved living
in the horse stalls at Tanforan Racetrack
before being transferred and incarcerated
during World War II at the Poston War
Relocation Center in Arizona.

At the conclusion of WWII, Foster said
his family had the help of the Methodist
Church to get back on their feet. Like many
Japanese churches and temples at the time,
they housed the formcer incarcerees. Some
of Foster’s family lived temporarily in a
fellowship house for $30 per month, which
was a three-story dormlike facility that had
communal showers and bathrooms, as well
as hot meals. Following his family’s stay
there, they later moved to the City Terrace
neighborhood of East LA.

Decades after his extended family had
been settled for some time in East LA,
Foster, his mother and his siblings joined
his maternal family there. They moved from
Santa Barbara to City Terrace following
Foster’s parents’ divorce when he was
just 8 years old. He shared that his family
lived on one hill, and his uncle’s family
and kids lived on another.

One of Foster’s most well-known works,
“City Terrace Field Manual,” is a collection
of poetic vignettes that tells the stories of
various characters from his eastside Los
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The Ogawa family at Arroyo Grande on

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SESSHU FOSTER

Sesshu’s father,
his children, niece
and Sesshu’s wife

Sesshu’s
maternal
grandmother
with his
siblings and
cousin

the Central Coast of California in 1928

Angeles neighborhood of City Terrace. At
the time he grew up there, during the 1960s
and ’70s, the community was a majority
Japanese and Mexican with a sprinkle of
Chinese and Jewish inhabitants.

Foster grew up mostly in a JA-cultured
home. It revolved around family and
church activities. His family attended
Union Church (the current location of East
West Players and the David Henry Hwang
Theater) in Little Tokyo. His childhood
was filled with memories of church picnics
and basketball. But, he explained that was
mostly his peripheral experience.

Attending Wilson High School and
having friends from the multiracial City
Terrace area exposed Foster to a great deal
of Latino culture as well. His interest in
becoming a creative stemmed from being
brought up by parents who were always
interested in writing and avid readers. His
family valued arts and culture, and his father
was very fond of poetry as well.

Foster remembers many childhood trips
to the City Terrace Public Library with his
mother, carrying stacks of books home with
him to read. This love of reading flourished
and as a teen, he often spent time quietly
writing, drawing and reading.

“Throughout high school. that’s what I
did in class when I was bored. . . . Instead
of paying attention to geometry, I would
draw or write in my own notebooks,” he
recalled.

His teacher combated his habit by taking
his pens aways; later, Foster said, his teacher
took the whole notebook and made him
sit at the front of the class so that he could
focus on his math lessons. However, this
punishment did not stop his love for the
arts — it likely just fueled it.

In addition to Foster’s admiration for
creative writing and art, he was also
interested in pursuing a career in education.
Following the footsteps of his mother, who
was a sixth-grade teacher in East LA, he
and four of his six siblings would go on to
also become educators like her.

Foster first applied for a teaching job with
the Los Angeles Unified School District, but
made it a point to express that he wanted
to teach in his hometown area.

“I told them that I only wanted to teach
in East LA because that’s where I'm from,”
he said. “I felt like I wanted to give back
to my community . . . and I had ideas on
how literature and composition could fit
the needs of the students there.”
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Sesshu with his mother
and paternal uncle
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With Foster’s expression of that desire,
he was shot down rather than embraced
during the interview, as the administration
personnel told him that they could not ac-
commodate his wishes and that he would
only be placed in schools of their choosing.
Foster left being told he would not be a
good fit and was basically turned away.

Sitting on a nearby bench outside of
the interview location, a random man
approached him. He asked if Foster was
there looking for a teaching job. As fate
would have it, the man asking turned out
to be the principal of Hollenbeck Middle
School, a school in the Boyle Heights
neighborhood of East LA.

After a conversation with him, Foster was
quickly offered a teaching job on the spot,
and he would then remain on the faculty
there for the next seven years.

During his time at Hollenbeck, Foster’s
teaching career expanded into roles as a
department chair, union chair and chair
of the gifted program with the school. He
later took an offer from writer and Loyola
Marymount University literature professor
Ruben Martinez to be a liaison for a new
afterschool writing program.

This was a busy time for Foster as a
writer, teacher and as a chair in multiple
areas; he also was a new father. He recalls
juggling his full-time work with book writ-
ing and shuffling his kids to and from soccer
practice. But despite all the obligations and
packed schedule, Foster helped the new
afterschool poetry club thrive and expand.

“I saw that poetry could change kids’
lives,” Foster said. His largely fixed, local-
bound students in Boyle Heights grew up
not having the means to do much outside of
their neighborhood. Most of the students’
parents were limited by not having the
money or time to take their kids places
or expose them to the arts. But soon, the
poetry club Foster and Martinez started got
the students invitations for public poetry
readings on KPFK radio, at the local ma-
riachi festival and even caught the eye of
Spanish-language newspaper La Opinion,
who interviewed them.

Sesshu and artist Arturo Ernesto Romo,
collaborator on the forthcoming book
“ELADATL, a History of the East Los Angeles
Dirigible Air Transport Lines” (City Lights
Books, 2021)

Through the years, many kids who par-
ticipated in the program ended up receiv-
ing scholarships for summer performance
programs at California State University, Los
Angeles, and CalArts. Some even landed
summer internships at the University of
California, Los Angeles. With Foster’s
dedication and leadership, the program
both opened up doors and also gave the
children confidence as individuals. They
learned to write and perform their poetry,
which gave them the valuable experience
of public speaking at a young age.

Foster taught at Hollenbeck Middle
School from 1985-92 before taking a
break to earn his MFA in degree in fiction
writing at the University of lowa. After
completing his degree, Foster returned
to teaching, this time at Francisco Bravo
Medical Magnet High School in Lincoln
Heights. He remained on the east side,
teaching there until his retirement this year.

Having had a teaching career that spanned
more than 30 years, Foster has seen a huge
change in the accessibility to diverse stories.
When he first began teaching, Foster recalls
there was little to no Asian or Chicano
literature in classrooms.

Most diversity in writing in the 1980s and
prior to that came from African American
writers from the East Coast. There was
“no cultural representation in literature
that was directly related to students in East
LA, stated Foster. This disparity propelled
him into action.

“As a teacher, that was part of my inten-
tion . . . to directly relate to students.” And
relate to them he did. Foster’s careers in
teaching and writing both reflect that direct
intention to create change by increasing
diversity in storytelling.

Foster credits female writers such as Max-
ine Hong Kingston and Sandra Cisneros

“ELADATL” will be released
in April 2021 by City Lights.
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for paving the way for creatives like him.

“These women writers of the late *70s and
early *80s really broke open representation
across the board for all of us on the West
Coast in an unexpected way,” he explained.

He went on to say it never seemed pos-
sible growing up until he saw it happen with
them. But the writers that most inspired him
were those who “went against the grain
and chose smaller publishers,” he said.

Among his favorites were the beat writ-
ers from City Lights, cross-cultural writers
such as Alan Ginsberg, Gary Snyder and
Kenneth Rexroth, as well as local names
such as Luis J. Rodriguez, Wanda Cole-
man from South Central Los Angeles and
Charles Bukowski from Hollywood.

Foster also enjoyed LA writers who were
able to represent their communities. He
liked the idea that many of these writers
showed what could be done locally with-
out needing to be published by the large
New York publishing houses. They paved
their own road without needing the big
publishers in tow to find success. Foster
purposefully followed that route, printing
with publishers like Kaya Press and, most
recently, City Lights.

Now retired from teaching, Foster has
not slowed down one bit. Foster, who has
a wife and three adult daughters, spends
his time now writing novels and giving
collegiate talks. His most recent speaking
engagement was during the pandemic,
where he spoke to grad students and pro-
fessors from the University of Texas at
San Antonio virtually via Zoom.

Foster also uses his voice as an activist,
most recently protesting for immigrant
rights and against the conduct at the ICE
detention centers. This was inspired by both
his experience with his local community
as well as events in his own family.

Foster’s exposure to the Chicano move-
ment “articulated ways to be politically
active” artistically. Seeing murals
donning City Terrace walls from
groups like Asco, a Chicano artist
collective, taught him that the arts
could be a means to voice community
concerns in a very public way.

In Foster’s latest works, he does
something different than just docu-
menting the eastside — his novels
recently are more “fantastic.” How-
ever, though they are a bit fantasy
in style, there are “no swords and
no princesses or dragons,” he joked.

His use of fantasy in his recent
novels is his way to “try to engage
imagination in ways journalism and
documentation does not.”

Foster’s forthcoming novel, “ELA-
DATL: A History of the East Los An-
geles Dirigible Air Transport Lines,”
experimentally creates a plot that is
both fictional and factual, as well

as incorporates photography and art to
illustrate it.

Purposefully vague, Foster sought to tell
the story of researchers investigating the
history of a company that found its home in
East LA and its impact on the community.

“It bears on gentrification in the sense
that there are always these economic forces
being brought to bear on vulnerable people
on the Eastside in particular, and then those
people are often displaced,” said Foster.

Preying on marginalized communities is
an unfortunate trend his work highlights.
Foster mentioned that many people might
remember or know of the Battle of the
Chavez Ravine in the 1950s when Dodger
Stadium was built and the controversy
surrounding that acquisition. Or equally as
upsetting is the history of how and where
most LA freeways were created — by
plowing through entire East LA neighbor-
hoods. These tragic events are something
that has impacted the culture of the area
and the lives of those who have lived and
currently live there.

Something new to his latest book is
Foster’s collaboration with local Lincoln
Heights artist Arturo Romo. In “ELA-
DATL,” Romo doctors historical photos
to create mysterious illustrations that help
the reader imagine the tale as a plausible
history.

The nondescript timeline and facts of the
story allow readers to envision that these
themes and happenings are a part of a cycle
that not only exist in the past but also are
currently plaguing our communities now.

For Foster, it is important that we know
about and share the stories of “displacement,
erasure, denial of community and denial of
historical experience,” he said. He stated
that these unfortunate events are “unspoken
yet continuous.”

Thanks to creatives like Foster, we all
can imagine local histories a bit clearer
and hear the voices of the unheard. Foster
continues to inspire us with his amazing
passion for creativity and his heartfelt
dedication to his community of East Los
Angeles. So now, when someone mentions
East LA, we hope you might now think of
poetry, literature and art first.

Sesshu Foster’s latest novel, “ELA-
DATL: A History of the East Los Angeles
Dirigible Air Transport Lines,” will be
released in April 2021 by City Lights.
Visit http://www.citylights.com for more
information.
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New Book Revisits Bygone

Sansei o

dNusic Scene

Harry Manaka's ‘Chronicles of a Sansei Rocker’ hits rewind.

By George Toshio Johnston,
Senior Editor, Digital & Social Media

‘Get back,

Get back,

Get back,

Get back to where you once
belonged’

If you do not recognize those
lyrics from the Beatles’ “Get Back,”
then you’re probably neither a
Baby Boomer nor a Beatles fan.

But if, upon reading those words, that
song started playing in your mental
jukebox and you were a young Japa-
nese American who grew up in and
around Los Angeles during the 1960s
and *70s, then you are likely in the
target demo for a new self-published
book documenting the “Sansei dance
party circuit.”

Even if you don’t fit that profile,
“Chronicles of a Sansei Rocker,” writ-
ten by Monterey, Calif.-born and Long
Beach, Calif.-raised Harry Manaka, is
a window into the time when it seemed
like every neighborhood from coast to
coast had its own resident rock bands
that tried to attract the opposite sex and
maybe make a few bucks playing gigs
as they tried to emulate the pop music
of the British Invasion, American rock
’n’ roll acts and, of course, Motown.

In a sense, “Chronicles” is Manaka’s

Sansei Rocker | =

by Rarry (Danaka

“Chronicles of a Sansei Rock-
er” is Harry Manaka’s book on
the Sansei dance band era of
the 1960s and ’70s and his part
in it as a member of Somethin’
Else. Manaka is on the right.

way to “get back” to the time and place
where he once belonged, when his
band, Somethin’ Else, was among the
many music acts not just in

Los Angeles in general but within

the area’s Japanese American and
Asian American cohort.

Now 73 and 11 years into retirement
following 30 years of government ser-
vice, Manaka was inspired to preserve
his recollections of that time for this
children and grandchildren — and, as
has turned out, hundreds of others who
learned of his book through word of

tivd T

Somethin’ Else consisted of (clockwise from top left) Hammond
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-

B3 player Harry Manaka, drummer Nick Urrutia, vocalist
Royce Jones, guitarist David Jingu and bassist Bob Flores.

mouth and social media. Turning
those memories into a book got an
unexpected boost from the Covid-19
pandemic lockdown.

“As horrible as it’s been, it has kind
of been an opportunity, disguised as
a tragedy,” Manaka said, referring to
how the “safer-at-home” health proto-
cols were the fillip needed to get him
started on turning those reminiscences
into words and then, with photos, into
a book. “I thought, ‘If not now, when?’
and started jotting down some thoughts
and memories from my younger days.”

While Manaka was the one driven
to turn those thoughts into a book, he
did, to paraphrase (and again refer to)
the Beatles, “get a little help from his
friends”: Mary Uyematsu Gao, who
produced the “Chronicles” cover for
Manaka and whose own book “Rockin’
the Boat” (see Pacific Citizen, Oct. 9,
2020) photographically documented
the same era, albeit with a different
focus; Candice Ota, who designed and
copy-edited “Chronicles”; “Buddha-
head Trilogy” author Nick Nagatani for
his guidance on self-publishing a book;
and author Jamie Ford (“Hotel at the
Corner of Bitter and Sweet”) for his
advice.

Manaka said his real inspiration
for writing “Chronicles,” however,
came from his late uncle, Royal Louis
“Louie” Manaka, a Nisei who
during World War II served in the
442nd Regimental Combat Team and
died in December 2019.

It was at Louie Manaka’s celebra-
tion of life, which drew more than 500
people, that Harry Manaka related a
story told to him by his uncle. While on
leave and in uniform, he went to visit
his family while they were incarcerated
at Arizona’s Poston War Relocation
Authority Center.

“On the way there, he stopped in
Parker, Ariz., to get a haircut,” Manaka
said. “He was told, ‘“We don’t cut Jap
hair here.”” Painful as it was, that was
not an experience unique to Manaka’s
uncle. But the incident did spark some-
thing in Harry, who thought to himself,
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“I sure would like to write some sort of
tribute to Uncle Louie.”

“That’s how it started out. Then
I thought, ‘I don’t know anything about
that. But I do know about playing in
bands and all that,”” he laughed.

Manaka credited Uncle Louie —
and the Nisei in general — for that
inspiration.

“The Sansei, we stand tall because we
stand on the shoulders of the Nisei,”
Manaka said of the sacrifices made by
that generation.

Reelin’ in the Years

The eldest among the three sons and
one daughter of the late Harry Manaka
and Hanako (Nishida) Manaka (who is
still thriving at 96), the younger Harry
Manaka (referred to as “Junior” by his
first piano teacher, Sue Joe Okabe)
recalls beginning formal lessons
around the third grade.

“I enjoyed playing, not necessarily
for the music that was being taught to
me. [ used to like to try to bang out
some of the rock 'n’ roll tunes on the
piano, even though I wasn’t being
taught that sort of music. I was being
taught classical music,” Manaka said.

That attraction to pop, rock and
soul music would lead to him a clash
(which he relates in “Chronicles”) with
Okabe, who, Manaka said, was “pretty
renowned in the Japanese American
community.” (Okabe died in 2002.)

Although Okabe sang jazz in addition
to teaching piano, she wanted Manaka
to stick with classical music. She told
him he had the talent and skills to be-
come a classical pianist — but the rock
bug had bitten Junior, who one could
say now had the rockin’ pneumonia
and the boogie woogie flu.

“My mother, from across the street,
would sometimes hear us yelling at
each other, at the top of our lungs,”
Manaka laughed. “Finally, one day she
says, ‘Junior, you and I have come to
a parting of the ways,” and she sent me
off to study under this piano teacher
named Juan Donaldo Hernandez. He
was a very famous classical pianist.
But I continued to rebel.”

Like so many in his age range, Junior
wanted to play rock. And he would as a
keyboard player, first playing a Farfisa
Combo Compact organ and later, as he
relates in the book, his instrument of
choice: the larger and heavier
Hammond B3 organ.

Within a few years, Manaka would
become a player in more than one of
the many bands that served the San-
sei dance party scene — and as much
as “Chronicles of a Sansei Rocker”
is a memoir of his days, it is also his
recollections of the local L.A. bands
(and venues) that influenced him, from
Hispanic bands of the early 1960s to
the bands comprised of Sansei and
other Asian Americans that formed
soon after.

Strike Up the Bands

In that regard, Manaka’s book may
be the only one to list the names and
members of groups such as Thee
Chozen Few, Thee Essences (lots of
bands using “Thee,” he notes) the
Prophets, Carry On, Free Flight, Brown
Rice, Long Time Comin’, Beaudry Ex-
press, the New Trend, Winfield Sum-
mit, Flashback, Small Fry and Fresh
Air, but also some that only get name
checks. (Benjo Blues Band, anyone?)

“Honestly, I do not know enough
about these groups to be able to relate
any background,” Manaka writes in the
book. (Maybe “Chronicles” will inspire
someone from one of those other bands
to commit their recollections to the
printed page.)

And, while Manaka clearly stated
that the recollections are his, he did try
to reach out to those he was able to, to
corroborate — or not — some of those
thoughts or get another perspective.

Were there rivalries between his
band, Somethin’ Else, and the others?

“I always felt that there wasn’t a
rivalry. My phrase used to always be
‘the rising tide lifts all boats.” I thought
we all made each other better,” Manaka
said. “But in talking to people, they
said some of the other band members
were kind of jealous of our group be-
cause we always got to play last.

“We were always, I think, vying to
be the featured band and talking to
several of them (members of other
bands), I thought, ‘Did that create any
animosity?’ Most of them said it didn’t
create any animosity toward me,” he
continued. “It was just that they wanted
the chance to play in the featured spot
sometimes. [ guess I didn’t realize that
at the time.”

In his defense, Manaka noted that
he didn’t pick who got to play last,
but that it was the people who hired
the different acts who made those
decisions.

But no book about bands of this
era with Sansei members would be
complete with mentioning Hiroshima,
which merits its own chapter.

Hiroshima landed a recording con-
tract with the Arista label and crossed
over to multiethnic jazz fusion fans
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and found success that continues to
this day. Casual Hiroshima fans will
no doubt find Manaka’s recollections
of that band’s early days and its leader,
Dan Kuramoto, of interest — perhaps
serving as an inspiration for someone
to write a book just about that band.
Can’t Forget the Motor City

While some of the aforementioned
bands no doubt tried making original
music, it was the live covers of the
era’s hits that drew the Sansei audienc-
es — and they wanted to hear soul and
R&B, especially Motown. For Manaka,
that was fine because he loved that mu-
sic, as did his Sansei peers. But why?

“My theory is that a lot of Japanese
Americans went to school with a
diverse set of friends. I went to Long
Beach Poly, and it was the only inte-
grated high school in Long Beach,”
said Manaka, noting that the city’s
other high schools had no minority stu-
dents. “I grew up with Black kids and
Hispanic kids. I feel fortunate that that
was the case because I was exposed to
different kinds of music.

“I know that people who went to
places like Dorsey and Washington
and L.A. High School all grew up with
Black kids, too,” he continued. “I’'m
not saying that that in and of itself cre-
ated harmony or didn’t cause prejudice
or anything because obviously it did.
But at least it gave us exposure to other
ethnic groups and for me, other music,
and that’s how I came to like the
Motown music.”

Manaka says he loved Smokey
Robinson, the Temptations and the
Four Tops — but due to his love of the
sound of the Hammond B3, he grew
to admire the Rascals, aka the Young
Rascals, because of Felix Cavaliere and
his B3 playing.

For Manaka, the Hammond B3 was
the instrument for him. “It wasn’t a toy.
It was definitely for serious musicians.
I had to have that sound,” he said. To
get that sound, he had to come up with
$2.500, which at the time was a small
fortune. But it was for a good reason.

“Our band was noted for playing
all the Rascals music, exactly as they
played it. That was intentional,” Mana-
ka said. To do that, he said he and his
bandmates slowed the records down so
they could re-create the sounds and the
harmonies note for note. “We wouldn’t
do a new song until we had the intrica-
cies of that particular song down pat.”

Somethin’ Else All Right

In addition to Manaka on keyboards,
the most memorable version of that
band, Somethin’ Else, comprised of
bassist Bobby Flores, drummer Nick
Urrutia, vocalist Royce “The Voice”
Jones and on lead guitar, David Jingu.

In Jones, the band had a versatile
singer whose ability to sing anything in
any key meant they didn’t need to
rearrange the hits to fit his range.

“He could do anything,” Manaka
said. “He was a unique talent. I could
see that from the moment I met him.”

In Jingu, they had a talent who was,
as far as Manaka is concerned, the
“premier lead guitarist of our era.”

For Manaka, Jingu was also a dear
friend and future business partner.

A newly married Manaka and Jingu
would not only play together in a band,

in 1974, they became owners of a
venue that allowed them to also have a
steady gig, a place known as the Baby
Lion, a bar and grill owned by Shoko
and Dave Kanada near the USC
campus with a diverse clientele that
included Internal Revenue Service
employees who were regulars.
Manaka relates how that came about
after the demise of another band, Long

Flanked by Royce Jones and
Harry Manaka is David Jingu,
who was killed at the Baby

Lion trying to break up a fight.

Time Comin’, which had a successful
but exhausting stint as the featured act
in a Japanese nightclub in Tokyo.

With Manaka and Jingu playing
together in a new incarnation of
Somethin’ Else, they had a regular gig
as the Baby Lion’s house band — and
it became the go-to place for live mu-
sic. When the Kanadas decided to sell
and after the new prospective owners
changed their minds, Jingu and Manaka
stepped up and became the new owners
— and it would be an education in how
to run a business in the “real world”

— again, with a little help from friends
and Harry’s wife, Chris, who became
adept at mixing drinks, despite being a
teetotaler.

The Music Stops

Sadly, tragically, that era of Manaka’s
life was actually a coda for his musical
career and time operating a nightclub.
Chris and Harry were getting burned
out being in the restaurant and bar
business. They reached an agreement
with Jingu, who agreed to buy out their
interest in the Baby Lion so that they
could transition out of that business.

“I think my parents thought, ‘Well, he’s
going to grow out of it and get a real
job one of these days,”” he said.

That was accelerated unexpectedly
by an incident that happened on
Dec. 16, 1978.

On that date, Jingu was murdered.

It happened as he attempted to break
up an altercation between one of the
Baby Lion’s regular customers and a
young man who was armed with a .357
magnum. Manaka was not there that
night and still wonders if it would have
turned out differently had he
been there.

“I’ve beaten myself up over the years
over that whole thing,” Manaka said.
Maybe Manaka would have been killed
that night. Or, maybe, since Manaka
was known for being a diplomat and a
peacemaker, he might have defused the
incident. No one will ever know.

For Manaka, though, it was the day
the music died. To say Jingu’s
devastating end took the wind out of
Manaka’s musical sails would be an
understatement.

“I thought I would never play again,”
he said. “How can I play if David will

never be able to play again?”

The Baby Lion would, however,
impart one gift that would alter the
course of Manaka’s life. Thanks to
that large IRS clientele, he learned
of employment opportunities there.
“I fell into the IRS very serendipi-
tously,” Manaka said. It truly was
time for somethin’ else.

Manaka applied for and landed
a job with the IRS, and he worked
there for 30 years. He went from
being a music man to, alluding to
the Beatles yet again, becoming the
“Taxman.” The economics degree
from UCLA didn’t hurt.

“I was one of the fortunate people
to be able to compete and rise to
what they call the senior executive
service,” Manaka said. As such, he
and Chris (and their family to be)
would move about to different regions,
including Washington, D.C., St. Louis
and Honolulu. While in St. Louis
in 1994, he became the assistant
director.

“It was the first time they had had
any minority in the position of being
the executive or of having power over
them,” he said. “I was like a novelty
back there.”

For Gerald Ishibashi, who wrote the
foreword for “Chronicles of a Sansei
Rocker” and was himself in a band
(Stonebridge) and continues to work
in music as a concert promoter, the
significance of his best friend’s book is
that it transmits a cumulative
experience for the Sansei.

“Every generation has its moment,”
Ishibashi said. “For the Nisei, it was
camp. It was there come-together
moment.” Good or not, camp, was the
experience common touchpoint for
the Nisei.

“For the Sansei, especially in L.A.,
the common experience was those en-
tertainment events, whatever the venue
was. Some of them were in sororities,
some of them were in fraternities, some
went to UCLA, some went to USC,
some played softball, some played
basketball, some were bowlers. But the
one common experience that Sansei in
the L.A. basin had was going to those
events.”

Indeed. Manaka said the first press-
ing of the book was 750 copies and
that every day more orders come in,
just from people who “heard it through
the grapevine” that he had written this
book — and every night he’s packag-
ing more to take to the post office.
Now he’s thinking about ordering
more books to meet the demand.

If only there were recordings of Some-
thin’ Else to sell, too. Other than a jingle
that was recorded for radio, Manaka
knows of no recordings of which he is
a part. It was a different time. No one
had digital field recorders or iPhones to
capture video and sound. Today’s tastes
have changed. Now, not every neighbor-
hood has its own band, since venues
have disappeared since live bands have
been supplanted by DJs, pop radio by
digital playback and streaming.

It’s all just memories now — and
those memories are kicking in hard,
now that so many Sansei have reached
retirement age. Manaka shared some
excerpts of emails he’s received since

in that scene in
his self-published
“Chronicles of a
Sansei Rocker.”

the book came
out.

o [ received
your package,
unwrapped
your book,
cried when 1
saw the cover
and sat down to

. read
In tirr_le for Christ- p;tlyiljrnboot ok
mas is Manaka’s down until
document of the I finished. I
Sansei dance party  joved your
circuit and his role  book, Harry.

It reads like
you just sat
down to tell
me your Story.

* 'm kind of
speechless and overwhelmed right now.
Those of us who grew up in that era
will love your book! 1 did. ... I've never
read a book from cover to cover in one
sitting until now.

* Loved the book Harry. So much
detail! Sad re: David though. I never
knew the whole story. What a tragedy.
I’'m going to read it again this weekend
just in case I missed anything.

From his home in Sammamish,
Wash., Manaka is thoughtful, knowing
he’s touched a nerve with his peers.

“The Japanese American community
has been so good to me. I would like
to, if I am so presumptuous to think
that there are going to be proceeds
from everything I’m doing, donate it
back to either a nonprofit or a charity
that is in line or suitable with what
I’m planning.”

The Beatles had another Baby Boom-
er classic: “When I'm 64.” Manaka is
nearly a decade past that mark, and for
him, age brings perspective.

“To me, this is the best time of
my life,” he reflected. “I’m having

e R
Although his days as a work-
ing musician are long past,

Harry Manaka still plays the
piano when the mood strikes.

more fun now, especially that I'm
reconnecting with so many people
from my younger days.”

Will Manaka and some of these bands
make a comeback? Could a reunion for
some of these bands be in the works?
Will they get back to where they once
belonged?

Said Manaka: “We’ve started to
create this new circle of people that
I knew back in the day, and they are
so enthusiastic about keeping it up.

I would love to keep it up.”

“Chronicles of a Sansei Rocker” is
for sale at SanseiRocker.com at $20
per copy, which includes shipping
within the U.S.

Holiday 2020 | PACGIFIGSCITIZEN | 44



IN-DEPTH

HEART MOUNTAIN WYOMING FOUNDATION

ANNOUNCES MINETA SIMPSON INSTITUTE

The new center will be built in honor of the two lifelong friends | uu~
to memorialize their years of dedicated political service.

By Ray Locker,
Contributor

nspired by the example set

by Sec. Norman Mineta

and Sen. Alan Simpson, the

Heart Mountain Wyoming
Foundation has announced it will
build a new center in their honor
at its site near Cody, Wyo.

Shirley Ann Higuchi, the foun-
dation’s board chair, announced
the plan in an online forum on
Dec. 5 that was held by the Japa-
nese American Citizens League.

“We’re hoping to inspire the
community by the work we’ve
done at Heart Mountain” and
the examples set by Mineta and
Simpson, Higuchi said.

Mineta and Simpson joined
Higuchi in the event to discuss
her new book, “Setsuko’s Secret:
Heart Mountain and Legacy of the
Japanese American Incarceration.”

The two men met as Boy Scouts
in 1943 during a jamboree be-
hind the barbed-wire fencing at
the Japanese American camp in
Heart Mountain, where Mineta
was incarcerated as a child with
his family. They stayed in touch
with each other over the years and
reunited when both were elected
to Congress in the 1970s.

Higuchi’s parents — Setsuko and
William Higuchi — met in seventh
grade in the camp school.

“Setsuko’s Secret” is Higu-
chi’s account of discovering her
mother’s deep attachment to Heart
Mountain and the history of the
Japanese American experience,
particularly the wartime incar-
ceration.

“This is a beautiful book, and
it’s a beautiful story,” Simpson
said about “Setsuko’s Secret.”
“But it’s important that we
remember it didn’t start today. It

started 79 years ago.”

Lifetimes of Cooperation

Higuchi said the foundation
wants to memorialize the work
done by Simpson and Mineta
during their political careers.
Both men have exemplified the
principle that people can disagree
without being disagreeable and
still help solve many problems
facing the country.

When completed, the Mineta
Simpson Institute will host events
to help bridge political differ-
ences and educate people about
the Japanese American incarcera-
tion and its relevance today. The
institute will also generate online
programming, books, videos and
audio podcasts as well as develop
educational exchanges that will
spread its message to national and
international audiences.

“We don’t see as much col-
laboration across the aisle for our
country,” Higuchi said.

Mineta and Simpson spoke
about their collaboration in
Congress to pass the 1988 Civil
Liberties Act that apologized for
the Japanese American incar-
ceration and paid each surviving
incarceree $20,000.

Simpson said he had to tell his
fellow Republicans that what
happened to Japanese Americans
during World War II was the result
of racism. The United States was
at war with Germany and Italy,
but Germans and Italians weren’t
treated the same way as were the
Japanese Americans, two-thirds of
whom were U.S. citizens.

Mineta said he was struck in
1942 by the reference to Japanese
Americans as “nonaliens.” “I’'m
not a nonalien, I’m a citizen,” he
said. “To this day, I cherish the
word citizen because our own

» LEGACY continued from page 17 I
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government wouldn’tcall . . . us
citizens.”

After serving 20 years as a
Democrat from California in the
U.S. House of Representatives,
Mineta returned to government to
serve in the cabinets of Presidents
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush,
a Democrat and a Republican,
respectively.

He was Transportation Sec-
retary on Sept. 11, 2001, when
Islamic terrorists hijacked
and crashed four airliners in
New York, Pennsylvania and
Washington, D.C.

After the 9/11 attacks, Mineta
was with Bush when the president
resisted steps to crack down on
Muslims in the United States.
Bush said he wouldn’t do to
Muslims what happened to Mineta
and other Japanese Americans
during WWIL.”

You could have knocked me off
my Cabinet chair with a feather
when the president said that,”
Mineta said.

Childhood History

Mineta and Simpson appear
throughout “Setsuko’s Secret.”
Mineta grew up in San Jose, Ca-
lif., where Higuchi’s father and
grandparents lived before and
after the war.

Simpson lived in Cody, Wyo.,

N‘a F’Tﬂi E
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just 14 miles down the road from
Heart Mountain. When he first
saw the camp with barbed wire,
guard towers and machine guns
pointed inside, Simpson con-
cluded that the people imprisoned
there must be trouble.
He soon learned otherwise.
Simpson’s father, Milward
Simpson, was a frequent visitor to
the camp. Higuchi wrote about a
meeting Milward Simpson had at
Heart Mountain with the Japanese
American veterans of World War
I, who were imprisoned there.
Much of the book focuses on
the effects of the incarceration on
the young people who were im-
prisoned at Heart Mountain and
the nine other camps run by the
War Relocation Authority. Many
incarcerees glossed over that part
of their lives, which masked the
deeper multigenerational trauma
created by their imprisonment.
It was at the 2005 dedication of a
walking tour in her mother’s name
at Heart Mountain that Higuchi
first met Mineta and Simpson,
who both added endorsements on
the cover of “Setsuko’s Secret.”
The Dec. 5 event was moderated
by David Ono, an Emmy Award-
winning journalist and evening
anchor for TV news station ABC7
in Los Angeles.

PHOTOS: JULIE ABO

Sec. Norman Mineta recalls
when then-President George
W. Bush looked at him
during a high-level meeting
after 9/11 and said that the
U.S. wouldn’t do to Middle
Easterners what happened
to Norm.

Panelists share a moment
before the “Setsuko’s Se-
cret: Friendships Forged
in Times of Trial” event,
which was hosted by JACL
National and held virtually
on Dec. 5. Pictured top row
(from left) are Sec. Norman
Mineta, Julie Abo, Sen. Alan
Simpson, (middle row, from
left) JACL Norman Y. Mineta
Fellow Cheyenne Cheng,
moderator David Ono, (bot-
tom row, from left) JACL’s
David Inoue, Minister Ken
Mukai and HMWF’s Shirley
Ann Higuchi.

Ono praised Mineta and Simp-
son and called the book a deeply
researched exploration of a dark
chapter in American history.

“If you think you know a lot
about this chapter, read the book
— it will teach you so much
more,” Ono said.

The event, which attracted view-
ers from around the country, was
sponsored by the JACL, the Japa-
nese American National Museum,
U.S.-Japan Council, Tsuru for
Solidarity, National Coalition for
Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the
Courts and the Bar Association of
the District of Columbia. |

of rent. Also, lessee [Gonzalo Mendez]

all of California, nor in the country, but

Sylvia are currently involved
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Ironically, the incalculable loss and
destruction felt by those in Japan would
free those of shared ancestry across the
Pacific: The Munemitsus, now joined by
Seima, who was reunited with his family
in 1944, left the Poston War Relocation
Center in September 1945. Tad, working
in Colorado, would be reunited with his
family after they left Poston.

In the month prior, in August, Tad had
signed a lease granting Gonzalo another
year to work the farm. With the Munemit-
sus returning soon, and the Mendezes living
in the main house, a curious arrangement
was agreed upon. According to the August
1945 lease, Tad requested the following:

“Buildings on the ranch are to be used as
dwellings by the lessor [Tad Munemitsu]
for the dwelling of his family or any per-
son he designates” without cost or charge

agrees to “furnish the lessor and his
family with such work as is available on
and around the farm herein leased and to
pay the minimum of prevailing wages to
each person so employed.”

In the last year the Mendez family lived
on and worked this land in Westminster,
s0, too, did the Munemitsus in the first year
of their return home. In fact, as the docu-
ment relates, the Munemitsus worked for
Gonzalo until the summer of 1946, likely
living in the buildings their own former
farmhands lived in. They may not have
been living in their house, but they were
home, and away from the Army barracks
they were forced to inhabit for the past
few years.

The Legacies of Two Families
The ruling of Mendez v. Westminster did
not end segregation in public schools in
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it contributed to its end.

Future U.S. Associate Supreme Court
Justice Thurgood Marshall, then a lawyer
representing the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, cited
the Mendez case as precedent in the land-
mark 1954 Supreme Court case Brown v.
Board, which deemed racial segregation
unconstitutional across the U.S.

Sylvia Mendez, one of the three Mendez
children denied entry into her local West-
minster school, to this day carries on her
parents’ legacy in her advocacy of educa-
tion for all children and in her retelling of
her family’s story. She was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, presented
by President Barack Obama, in 2011.

Janice Munemitsu, daughter of
Tad Munemitsu, also helps carry on the
Mendez v. Westminster legacy. She and

in the Mendez Historic Freedom \
Trail and Monument in Westminster.

In collaboration with the Orange
County Department of Education and
the City of Westminster, this project will
highlight the fight for justice for all people
of color.

Annie Tang is the coordinator of
Special Collections and Archives at
the Frank Mt. Pleasant Library of
Special Collections and Archives at
the Leatherby Libraries of Chapman
Upniversity. She manages the Munemit-
su-Sasaki Family Collection. Special
thanks goes out to Janice Munemitsu and
Jformer Special Collections and Archives
Intern Kathy Morgan, who provided
the research regarding the family
papers.



San Fernando Valley

Thank you to ALL the first responders and
front line workers who continue to work to
keep us safe and healthy. We appreciate
your dedication and resilience.

~lkuyo Sakaguchi

Happy Holidays!
~Kiyo, Hailey, Connor Fukumoto
and Kase Clark

Because of the Covid-19 Pandemic we miss
many of the activities and programs put forth
by our dedicated Chapter JACL Board. Our
condolences to the families who lost loved
ones during this crisis. We wish everyone
good health and safe passage through the
pandemic.
~Bob & Akiko Moriguchi

Wishing everyone a holiday season filled
with peace and good health.
~Linda Tanaka

Reflecting on the current events, we at Buon
Gusto are grateful and honored to have
hosted your family and friends. We miss your
family and wish that everyone within your
circle is healthy. Let's take care of our friends
and loved one. We look forward to making
more memories together at Buon Gusto.
Warm regards.
~Emma and the Gang, Buon Gusto
Ristorante, Mission Hills

Merry Christmas and best wishes for a happy
and healthy Shogatsu!
~ Jason Tani, JT Engineering Associates

Congratulations to Miles Gong, Master of
Science Degree, Cal State University, Long
Beach. In memory of chapter member,
Bob Kobata, who passed away in August of
this year.
~Phil and Marion Shigekuni

In Loving Memory of Doreen Kawamoto,
Mark Nakamura and Katie Tanijiri.
~The Negoro Family

Wishing you all joy and laughter this
Holiday Season!
~Patty Takayama

As our nation grapples with the scourge of the
Coronavirus and reckons with deep legacies
of inequality, | salute all people who have
worked tirelessly to change our society for
the better.
~Dr. Jean-Paul deGuzman

Thanking those who are volunteering their
time and services during this pandemic
and expressing our appreciation for those who
are reaching out to help and support others.
~San Fernando Valley Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple

——HAPPY——
OLOAY
San Fernando Chapter
Chapter Officers and Members

Jean-Paul deGuzman Tomo Hattori
Nancy Gohata Michiko Kus
Mitzi Kushida Marcia Mahony
Nancy Oda Marion Shigekuni
Phil Shigekuni Geri Shiraki
Patricia Takayama Linda Tanaka
Jami Tanihana Jaclyn Tomita

Barbara Okita - Secretary
Dennis Okita - Treasurer
Nancy Takayama - President
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Skateboard, Surf and Roller Skate into a
healthy 2021. Happy Holidays!!
~Valley Skate & Surf

Healthy wishes to all in 2021.
~The Okita Family

We, the staff, employees, and residents of the
Nikkei Senior Gardens assisted living facility
(NSG) mourn the passing of Dr. Robert
Yonemoto on 23 September. Dr. Bob, as he
was known to all of us, was a renowned
surgeon at the City of Hope hospital. He
leaves his wife Tomi of 67 years, three
daughters and son, and six grandchildren. He
was a regular attendee of the Sunday Nikkei
Residents Fellowship worship service at NSG,
and enjoyed leading hymns on the harmonica
when he was able. Dr. Bob planned and
facilitated many programs for the NSG
residents. He will be sorely missed. RIP.
~ Tom Ige

Best wishes for a Healthy, Hopeful, Healing
2021!
~Tom Doi & Marcia Mahony

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy New
Year! May we find peace and hope in the
coming days.
~Hiro and Joyce Nagata

We now know we can be hopeful in 2021!
~Nancy & Yas Gohata

The Aizumi Family would like to express their
heartfelt gratitude to the frontline medical
workers and essential services staff who have
courageously continued to show up to do their
jobs during these difficult months. Your
dedication, kindness, and care have been
bright lights of hope in this dark time.
~Tad, Marsha, Stefen, Aiden and Mary Aizumi

The Nikkei Senior Gardens in Pacoima, CA is
a wonderful residential facility for
seniors. During the pandemic they were
proactive early on and have continued to be
extremely diligent in keeping the residents
safe, happy and entertained. The entire staff
is caring, attentive and truly shows their love
and respect for the elderly. Thank you NSG!
~ Naomi Suenaka

Our good thoughts and hopes are for our
community and world for a healthier and safer
situation. Thank you for all the health care
workers, 1* Responders and other leaders
that are taking such risks and responsibilities.
Prayers for those struggling with the disease,
depression, and adjusting to this way of life.
We are all in this together so please let's work
together to improve and get along for
everyone's future and benefit.
~ Susan Okumoto DeGracia

Everyone - Enjoy the holidays and have
a safe 2021!!
~Richard Fujimoto

Appreciation to Jon Yamaoka, RN BSN
Clinical Coordinator at the Ellison John
Hospital. In Memory of Rosanne Oda Ching
who passed away August 2020.
Congratulations to graduate Akemi K.
Arzouman, D.M.D., M.S. from the University
of Pennsylvania, Periodontics and Dental
Implants.
~Al and Mitzi Kushida

Health & Happiness
~Kay and Nancy Oda and Family

Goodbye 2020 and good riddance :)
~Tyson Tanaka, FantasyFootballers.org

We wish the SFV JACL FAMILY a safe and
active 2021!
~ The Katsu-Ya Family in Studio City,
Northridge, Woodland Hills, and the [zaka-ya
by Katsu-ya in Manhattan Beach, West
Hollywood, Little 1zaka-ya in Sherman Oaks,
Kiwami in Studio City and Quick by Katsu-ya
in Studio City

Looking forward to dancing in 2021
~Ballroom Dance Class

Thank you to all of the essential workers in
health care, schools, food service, and
government for your service during this

pandemic. We hope the crisis abates soon;

until then, you have our gratitude for your

selfless work. And our hearts and tears go
out to those who have suffered or lost a loved
one due to COVID. While it is harder to show

our support, we share your pain. May 2021
bring good health, peace, and joy to all.

~Darren, Kristine, Nathan and Abigail Kameya

THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BOARD wishes to thank our donors who made this holiday page possible.
We are so grateful to our supporters, members and friends. When it is safe for all, we hope to gather again
to share our stories, experiences and laughter. Stay safe and healthy. Happy Holidays!

A Special Thank you to the following 2019 Advertisers and Donors for your support

Marsha & Tad Aizumi » Wally & May Arakawa * Susan DeGracia * Jean-Paul deGuzman » Mary Endo * Elizabeth Frost « Kiyo Fukumoto * Kim Gohata & Paul Chan
Yas & Nancy Gohata « Emi Hino  Dick & Suzie Hirasuna » Tom Ige « Ted & Chieko lida *Hazel Isa » Taro & Mary Ishimoto ¢ Harold & Elien Kameya
Robert Kobata ¢ Linda Kuratomi ¢ Al & Mitzi Kushida « Marcia Mahony ¢ Kimiko McCown e Evelyn Mitarai « Bob & Aki Moriguchi  Hiroyuki & Joyce Nagata
George & Barbara Nakatsu » Harvey Negoro & Isabelle Miyata » Karl & Sandra Nobuyuki » Dennis & Barbara Okita » Gary & Elaine Saito * Ikuyo Sakaguchi
Setsuko Sato « Paul & Remi Scolari » Phil & Marion Shigekuni » Geri Shiraki & Moose Iwanaga * George Sugimoto * Jean & Casey Taguchi * Linda Tanaka * Carol Taylor
Flora, Janice & Sharon Teramura « Jean Tsutsui * Sumi Yamaguchi « Mas & Norma Jean Yamashita » Gary & Akemi Yano
Richard Fujimoto & Paige Low ¢ Kim Gohata & Paul Chan * Grace Honbo # Paris Kariya « Dale Kadonaga « Dawn Kunihiro ¢ Doreen Kushida & Jose Gonzalez
Miles Kuwata & Rouxann Fujimoto * Leslie Otsuki » Gary & Elaine Saito » Gary & Sandra Yamamoto « Karen Yoshino
Michael Arzouman, DDS « Bird/Marella * Rolen Higashida, DC « Monji Optometry  Dr. James Nitahara & Emma * Randi Oyama, DDS
Laurie Shigekuni & Associates ¢ Telesis Physical Therapy *Dr, David & Donna Uyehara » Dr. Mark & Loreen Uyehara
Buon Gusto Ristorante « CTC « Chiba Restaurant » Dornel 3D Tattoo « Fantasy Footballers « IT Engineering Associates, Inc. » Katsu-Ya « Muranaka Farm
Reed Financial Services » Strategy Salon e Sushi Dragon  Tri-Arts Printing * Valley Skate & Surf « Village Florist « West Valley Nursery
Chatsworth West United Methodist Church » Nikkei Senior Gardens  SFV Ballroom Dance Class ¢ SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple ¢ SFV JACC « SFV JACL
SFV Japanese Credit Union  SFV Japanese Language Institute e SFV Meiji Sr. Citizens Club * SFV Taiko
SGV API PFLAG « Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church ¢ Tuna Canyon Detention Station « Valley Japanese Community Center
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*Covid-19 and 2020

Nakano, Townsend and Dorio: Following Up on the ‘Year oi Eiving Dangerously’

By George Toshio Johnston,
Senior Editor, Digital & Social Media

(Editor’s Note: In the May 8-21, 2020,
issue, the Pacific Citizen published
three articles related to the novel coro-
navirus.

One was on Yosh Nakano, a profes-
sional poker player who has become an
evangelist for the benefits of enhanc-
ing the body’s natural production of
master antioxidant and immune-system
booster glutathione, via Cellgevity
and MaxOne, proprietary nutritional
supplements developed by Dr. Herbert
Nagasawa (see tinyurl.com/ycsmSow)).

Another was on Chuck Townsend of
Layton, Utah, who developed Covid-19
and spent several days in March hos-
pitalized in an intensive care unit, on a
ventilator (see tinyurl.com/yxwzdxm4).

The other article was about the chal-
lenges facing Dr. Gene Uzawa Dorio,
a geriatric medicine specialist in Los
Angeles County’s Santa Clarita Valley,
who has a clientele of elderly patients
— the group most at-risk of dying of
Covid-19 (see tinyurl.com/v2gdrfgv).

The following article is an update
about where the United States is at now
under the pandemic — and the status
quo for Nakano, Townsend and Dorio.)

The Dec. 8 news release from the Los
Angeles County Department of Public
Health was grim. The 2020 tally of
confirmed Covid-19 deaths had reached
8,000. And, amid the latest surge of
SARS-CoV-2 infections, 3,113 people
were in area hospitals as they battled
the novel coronavirus.

Statewide, according to the Dec. 9
Los Angeles Times, California had
1,421,783 confirmed cases and 20,273
deaths caused by the virus.

Nationwide, according to the Dec. 9
Washington Post, the count for corona-
virus deaths was 287,000, with approx-
imately 15,286,000 reported cases. The
figures for November counted more
than 1,500 Covid-19 deaths per day. In
December, a new record was set: more
than 3,000 Covid-19-related deaths in a
single day.

To describe the effects of the virus on
America’s people, economy, education
system, health-care system and quotid-
ian way of life, the word disaster is
highly apropos — and grossly inade-
quate. It has affected everyone directly
or indirectly, whether it was a hospital
stay or death in the family, a lost job
and/or home or, for the more fortu-
nate, the inconvenience caused by the
cancellation of myriad events planned
months in advance.

Although there were some who
contracted the virus and were asymp-
tomatic, for those who contracted it
and fell ill, some required hospitaliza-
tion — and for some in that group, that
meant being placed for several days in
quarantined intensive care units while
undergoing the unpleasant experience
of being hooked up to machines that
forced air into damaged lungs.

Some of those patients lived and
recovered, thanks in part to doctors and
nurses who learned from the early days

of the outbreak the best methods of
treatment, whether it was administer-
ing the steroid dexamethasone to aid
in recovery or placing patients on their
bellies instead of on their backs.

Nevertheless, many, too many, died.
Some of those people had underly-
ing conditions, like diabetes, that hurt
their chances for survival. Some were
overweight, another strike against
them. More men died than women.
The majority with “negative outcomes”
were elderly.

Then there were the “long haulers™:
those who fell ill and recovered, only
to continue to have almost inexplicable
long-term aftereffects, such as extreme
fatigue, brain fog, fevers, the loss of
sense of smell and taste, a lingering
cough, joint pain and body aches.

Whether the long haulers grap-
pling with those conditions weeks and
months after beating Covid-19 only to
deal with those sometimes-debilitating
conditions will someday recover fully
is unknown, as is why they suf-
fer so.

Also concerning was — is?

— the spike in incidents of
anti-Asian violence. The dearth
of leadership in the federal
government’s executive branch
to speak out forcefully against
such anti-social behavior was
just one of many “failures of
political leadership” (Where
have we heard that phrase
before?), including urging ef-
fective preventative measures
such as physical distancing and
mask-wearing, concealing and
downplaying the highly conta-
gious nature of the airborne bug
or setting examples by curtailing
large gatherings.

The pandemic has been like
the draught that exposed beneath
a lake a ghost town of crumbled
social and physical infrastructure
and political fissures once hid-
den by placid waters, cognitive
dissonance, irrational defiance
and magical thinking.

Now, in late 2020, the United States
is facing a surge of cases, especially
in parts of the country that did not
experience the early wave of the virus’
spread. Experts say holiday gatherings
and cold weather that drives people
indoors will exacerbate an already dire
status quo.

There are also, however, hopeful
signs. Vaccines developed amazingly
quickly from Pfizer-BioNTech, Moder-
na and AstraZeneca with success rates
of more than 90 percent have been or
will be approved, with another vaccine
on the way from Johnson & Johnson
that supposedly does not require ex-
treme cold or multiple inoculations.

If these vaccines actually work as
hoped, a year from today might see the
worst of the pandemic as being months
in the past, though with a years-long
recovery necessary. That means a
Herculean national effort to distribute
vaccines to millions over the coming
months. Short-term, the mantras of
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“mask up” and “hunker in your bun-
ker” are still the order of the day.

It’s also an opportunity to re-evaluate
and reset the “business as usual” men-
tality, address and repair those fissures
and rotting structures — and prepare
for the next pandemic.
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As a professional poker player, Yosh
Nakano has had to become adept at
calculating the probabilities of winning
and losing at cards.

He has applied that mindset to his
own health. How? By increasing the
odds of staying well by bolstering his
immune system. You could even say
Nakano has literally bet his life on it.

After the Pacific Citizen’s May 8
article on Nakano and his mission to
evangelize the benefits of increasing
the body’s production of GSH (gluta-
thione) via proprietary dietary supple-
ments, he himself became infected with
the novel coronavirus — and he lived
to tell the tale.

which is ““ . . . uniquely able to deliver
cysteine into the body’s cells, which
then allow the effective production of
GSH.”

Nakano recalls that it was on Tues-
day, May 26, that he began to feel
flu-like symptoms: muscle aches and
chills. “So, I was thinking, ‘Boy, |
wonder if this is Covid-19,”” Nakano
said. It was the first time he said he had
felt ill in the more than 10 years since
he began taking Cellgevity on a regular
basis. “I just spent the night in bed and
woke up the next day fine.”

Nevertheless, he realized that he got
tired easily, which told him something
was wrong. He was tested on the fol-
lowing Thursday — and on Sunday,
May 31, he got the results back: posi-
tive for Covid-19.

With that result, Nakano decided
to self-quarantine for nine more
days. During that time, he slept a lot,
watched TV, worked on his website —
but other than a decreased appetite, he
didn’t have much in the way of
severe symptoms, though food
tasted saltier than normal. “The
doctors said that was a very un-
usual symptom,” he said.

He was retested and the result
came back positive again. “Then
I got two calls. First, I got a
follow-up from the L.A. County
Health Dept. She gave me a num-
ber, and I talked to a doctor there,
and the doctor said the virus will
stay in your system, sometimes
for weeks, but you’re no lon-
ger contagious,” Nakano said.
“You’re getting a positive result

Yosh Nakano, who has for more than 10
years been an advocate of boosting one’s
immune system via glutathione enhance-
ment with the dietary supplement Celigev-
ity, had his beliefs put to the test this past
spring when he fell ill with COVID-19.

PHOTO: GEORGE TOSHIO JOHNSTON

Back in late May, Nakano believes
he contracted the virus by playing in
what he called the private home circuit.
“Poker games never really shut down,”
he said, even as restaurants, bars, gyms
and nail and hair salons were forced to
close or change their business models.

“I’m a diabetic, and 50 percent of all
Covid-19 deaths are diabetics,” accord-
ing to Nakano. He’s also in his mid-
60s and is a male. “But I knew I had
Cellgevity on my side.”

Cellgevity, along with MaxOne, are
dietary supplements that increase the
body’s ability to naturally produce
GSH, which is known as endogenous
production. The two products contain
RiboCeine, a proprietary molecule de-
veloped by Dr. Herbert Nagasawa.

As noted in May, “Nagasawa’s
research determined that ribose — a
simple sugar — combined with cys-
teine worked the best at helping the
body produce GSH.” He patented the
molecule, which he dubbed RiboCeine,

because the dead virus can stay in
your system.

“Thirty minutes later,” he con-
tinued, “I got another call, this
time from a doctor directly from
the L.A. County Health Dept.,
and he told me the same thing.”

That wasn’t the only good
news for Nakano. With the rapid
spread of the virus, he says his
side business selling Cellgevity
and MaxOne via his website,

Magical GSH.com, has increased sig-
nificantly. More good news: He got an
antibody test and was given the results.
“I do have the antibodies,” he said.

“Even if your antibodies should dis-
sipate, you still have these Memory B
cells in your immune system that will
recognize the virus for decades and im-
mediately produce antibodies.”

For Nakano, another side benefit is
the relief of the stress from worrying
about contracting the coronavirus. As
for any of the symptoms experienced
by the long haulers, he said he is free of
any of that, too.

Asked why there has been no news
coverage — with the exception of what
appeared in the Pacific Citizen — re-
garding the beneficial effects of boost-
ing one’s immune system through GSH
enhancement, Nakano says the primary
problem is that as dietary supplements,
Cellgevity and MaxOne do not require
FDA approval. For a physician, who
has been trained to prescribe drugs
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young, and they’re just falling apart,
apparently, in general. I guess [ am
lucky compared with what I’'m hearing

that have been tested and approved,
a product like Cellgevity isn’t on the
radar screen.

One exception Nakano cited is Dr.
Douglas Harrington, who is a special-
ist in pathology and hematology and a
proponent of glutathione enhancement.
Nakano also cites a PubMed article
that appeared in May shortly after his
encounter with the coronavirus.

That study, titled “Endogenous
Deficiency of Glutathione as the Most
Likely Cause of Serious Manifestations
and Death in Covid-19 Patients,” can
be found at at tinyurl.com/ySulwmgg.
For Nakano, who knows he is not a
doctor and that FDA compliance limits
what he can say about the products
he sells, he simply says that Cellgev-
ity and MaxOne are the best products
available for endogenous glutathione
enhancement, which is vital for en-
hancing one’s immune system — and
that it’s up to each person to do his or
her own research and arrive at his or

her own conclusions.
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For Chuck Townsend, the travel as-
pect of his job as a senior solutions ar-
chitect for telecommunications systems
integrator Tyto Athene is not just back

to normal — it’s better than it ever was.

Since recovering from Covid-19,
which put him into an ICU for al-
most two weeks in March, not only
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Chuck Townsend, left, with daughter, Katie, wife, Lori, son,

that put Townsend into the hospital.
His wife, Lori Townsend, said local
hospitals have not, fortunately, been
overwhelmed like in some parts of the
nation. As a nurse, she knows firsthand
the real issue: “The issue we’re having
is not enough ICU nurses,” she said.

“The other issue is that once you have
a Covid patient in the hospital, it’s kind
of an automatic three- to four-week
stay. They’re not in and out. The reason
we get short on nurses is that it’s not a
short stay when there’s a Covid pa-
tient.”

Add to that the fact that even though
Lori is a registered nurse, being an ICU
nurse takes additional training — and
“you can’t just grow ICU nurses on a
tree,” she said. Furthermore, some Co-
vid patients, she noted, need to be put
on ECMO (extracorporeal membrane
oxygenation) machines to oxygenate
their blood, and a nurse needs to be cer-
tified to operate one. Those machines
are also in demand by heart patients.

As for Chuck and Covid-19, which
at one point had Lori thinking he was
going to die, his recovery has been re-
markable — and he hasn’t suffered any
severe aftereffects that have debilitated
some long haulers.

“I still have neuropathy in one and a
quarter fingers,” Townsend said of his
left hand. “My pinkie feels swollen all
the time and tingly. It’s much harder to

A

Michael, and his girlfriend, Grace Page. Townsend battled Co-
vid-19 in March, spending nearly two weeks in an ICU. He has
since recovered, but has lindering neuropathy in his left hand.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF LORI AND CHARLES TOWNSEND

has his stamina and appetite returned,
Townsend says the travel schedule that
put him on airplanes nearly every other
week has also returned, but with one
major difference: airports and airliners
have far fewer people. It’s not good for
air carriers — but for frequent flyers
like Townsend, not only is air travel
much nicer, but he also has even been
upgraded to first class several times.

As for sanitary conditions aboard the
jets, Townsend said, “They’re spraying
the cabins between flights and disin-
fecting all of the surfaces,” noting that
the ventilation systems have HEPA
filters so that the air quality is ““ . . . in
theory, better than in the airport and in
general.” Mask-wearing, meantime, is
mandatory.

Utah has, however, experienced
an uptick in Covid-19 cases since
“the pioneer days” of the outbreak

use my left hand because it’s hard to
squeeze my hand tight without it hurt-
ing. But it’s better than the last time we
talked, when I had four fingers — two
on my right hand, two on my left hand.
I think my right hand is totally recov-
ered, and my left hand is nearly 50
percent better.”

He isn’t even sure if the neuropathy
is Covid-related, since his arms had to
be strapped down while he was hospi-
talized so he wouldn’t unconsciously
remove his breathing tube — which
he strained his body to attempt. “I do
remember fighting that ventilator quite
a bit,” Townsend said.

As for lifestyle changes since recov-
ering, Townsend walks more and takes
vitamins C, D and zinc supplements.
He has heard from friends with friends
who had Covid-19 and are now long
haulers. “They were very athletic and

Dr. Gene Uzawa Dorio practic-
es what he preaches by wear-
ing a mask when out in public.

from a couple people,” he said.
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In the intervening months since
he spoke to the Pacific Citizen, there
have been a few changes for Dr. Gene
Uzawa Dorio and his medical practice
treating elderly patients in the Santa
Clarita Valley.

For example, five of his patients actu-
ally contracted the novel coronavirus.
Fortunately, all recovered, and only
one required hospitalization — and her
hospital stay did not involve getting
treated in an ICU. “They all have flour-
ished, and they’re all alive right now,”
said Dorio.

From his vantage point, activity
within his practice has slowed down,
and Dorio is not the only physician in
that regard. He says people in general
are not visiting doctors for fear of
contracting the virus while seated in
the waiting room — or even from the
physician.

“I do advise them that I have COVID
patients, and I have to be careful. Of
course, they have to [be careful] also,”
said Dorio.

One of his concerns: bedridden
patients who are not getting visited by
anyone.

“No one is going out to see them,
other than myself during house calls,”
said Dorio. “So, I stay in touch with
them the best I can.”

The reimbursements are not much, he
says, and for Medi-Cal patients, there
is no reimbursement. “But that’s OK. I
just call them up and make sure they’re
doing OK and talk to the family or
them. That’s my duty,” he said.

To help him keep tabs on his patients,
Dorio has tried to make sure they have
their own blood pressure cuffs and
pulse oximeters, so they can check their
own readings to share with him.

Something that hasn’t changed: wear-
ing the personal protective gear when
seeing patients, as well as his mother,
Violet, who just celebrated her 99th
birthday. An early birthday present
came when the Los Angeles Dodgers
won the World Series. She was elated
when that happened.

“She’s doing great,” he said. No
longer limited to only seeing her via
FaceTime, Dorio and one of his broth-
ers, who lives nearby, visit often. For

Dorio, he just makes sure that his visits
coincide with days when he doesn’t see
any patients in person.

Gene Dorio’s mother, Violet
gets regular visits from her
son, Gene, and his brother
and fellow physician, who
both take safety precautions
when visiting her.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF GENE DORIO

Over the past six months or so,

Dorio says the medical profession has
learned how to deal with patients who
get COVID-19. In addition to delaying
the use of a ventilator until there is no
choice, another treatment is “proning”
patients (placing them on their bellies).
Administering dexamethasone, he says
is another treatment, as is using mono-
clonal antibodies, which he says was
given to President Donald Trump and
Housing and Urban Development Sec.
Ben Carson.

Some of his fellow physicians also
speculate that they received convales-
cent plasma, which contain antibodies
for Covid-19. “It’s a learning curve,”
Dorio said. “Less people are dying, but
we think that may be an age factor. We
don’t know.”

Asked if there is an answer why he
thinks the nation overall is experienc-
ing this third surge in the infection rate
— despite everyone presumably having
gotten the message to physically dis-
tance, avoid social gatherings and wear
masks in public, Dorio said, “I think
history will give us an answer.

“And, that history will tell us that the
leadership of this country degraded the
institution of medicine and science.

By doing that, it allowed some to be
disbelievers, that there was no problem.
... Some were saying it was a hoax,”
he continued. “I, of course, refute that.
It is not a hoax. Some said that after
the election, it would all disappear. Of
course, it is now even worse. Leader-
ship played a role.”

Come Jan. 20, however, there will be
a change of leadership — and Dorio is
confident that that, plus the advance-
ment of medical science, gives hope for
the future.

“I think you’ll probably have to do
a follow up in six months or eight
months again with us to see where
are we at this point in our thought
processes because I think it’s going to
have changed in some way. It’s kind of
the light at the end of the tunnel now.
We were unsure in the very early part
of this year, but now we can sense, with
the vaccines, a turning of that corner,”
Dorio said. L
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USPS ANNOUNCES GO FOR BROKE STAMP FOR 2021 (/

Recognizing the heroic contributions of Japanese American Soldiers
of World War Il, the stamp is finally approved for national distribution.

he United States Postal Service

revealed several new stamps

for 2021 on Nov. 17, among

them, a Go For Broke stamp
that recognizes the vital contributions of
Japanese American soldiers, some 33,000
altogether, who served in the U.S. Army
during World War II.

The Go For Broke stamp, printed in the
intaglio method, depicts a photo of U.S.
Army Private First Class Shiroku “Whitey”
Yamamoto of Ninole, Hawaii, an image the
USPS sourced from the Hawaii Nisei Proj-
ect’s archives. The picture of Yamamoto,
who was a member of the 100th/442nd
RCT, Antitank Company, was taken in
Touet de I’Escarene in Southern France.

Its release culminates more than 15 years
of grassroots efforts led by the Stamp Our
Story campaign to honor the U.S. Nisei
soldiers who went above and beyond to
serve their country.

The Stamp Our Story Campaign’s found-
ers, Fusa Takahashi, Aiko O. King and
Chiz Ohira, were first featured in the
Pacific Citizen in 2016 (see Jan. 22-Feb.
4, 2016, issue). Takahashi and the late
Ohira are widows of Nisei veterans and
King is a longtime member of the JACL
Ventura chapter.

“Many people don’t know the Nisei
soldiers’ story. The government took away
their rights and imprisoned them behind
barbed-wire fences, yet without hesitation,

they stepped up to serve their country and
became one of the most-decorated units in
history,” Takahashi said in 2016.

The trio started the Nisei World War II
Stamp Campaign in 2005 with the help of
many JACL members. It began with signed
petitions and grew into a nationwide ef-
fort; six state resolutions of support were
passed in Arizona, California, Hawaii,
Illinois, Oregon and Washington, along
with assistance by the Japanese American
Veterans Assn. Letters of support also
came from Congress and from numerous
national organizations including JACL and
the Simon Wiesenthal Center.

The campaign issued the following state-
ment on its website: “We are forever grate-
ful to all of you who helped over the years,
including lawmakers, past and present.
We are proud to highlight that this cam-
paign united Republicans and Democrats.
Over the years, many organizations have
contributed to this effort. We would like
to highlight the prominent support from
JAVA and JACL at the local and national
levels. After the stamp is issued next year,
we will continue to work toward educat-
ing the public about the American story
behind the stamp.”

In an email to the P.C. from JAVA Presi-
dent Gerald Yamada, he said, “Although
I am grateful for the recognition, I feel
that I have an obligation to point out a
major omission in the USPS’ descrip-

tion of the ‘Go For Broke’ stamp. The
description states that the ‘Go For Broke’
motto represents ‘all Japanese American
units formed during World War I1.” This
description would appear to exclude the
Japanese American soldiers who served in
the Pacific since members of the Military
Intelligence Service were not assigned
to ‘all Japanese American units formed
during World War II.’ I believe that all
Japanese Americans, men and women,
who served embraced the ‘Go For Broke’
spirit. This spirit is part of the Japanese
heritage that was instilled in Japanese
Americans by the Issei. For this reason . .
.I'have written to the Postmaster General
asking him to revise the USPS description
to give equal recognition to all Japanese
Americans who served in Europe and the
Pacific during WWII. Whether or not the
USPS description is revised, all Japanese
American soldiers who served during WWII
deserve to share in the honor.”
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Stamp Our Story led a years-long grassroots effort
to honor the Nisei soldiers who fought during WWII.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF STAMP OUR STORY

The Go For Broke stamp image was
created by USPS Art Director Antonio
Alcald, who used the intaglio method, a
handmade process of printmaking that has
been utilized since the 1600s.

Said the Stamp Our Story campaign on its
website, “We send our heartfelt gratitude to
U.S. Postmaster General Louis DeJoy and
the U.S. Postal Service. This commemora-
tive stamp is the culmination of over 15
years of efforts by the Stamp Our Story
campaign founders and the many people
who supported the effort. We sincerely
appreciate all of you who helped. We are
forever grateful.”

A release date for the Go For Broke
stamp has not yet been set. Other stamps
set to be released in 2021 include a stamp
commemorating Missouri statehood and
one honoring Chien-Shiung Wu, one of
the most influential American nuclear
physicists of the 20th century. [

The USPS announced
on Nov. 17 that it will
release a Go for Broke
stamp in 2021.

PHOTO: USPS
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Have the happiest of holidays!
Give the Gift of Rafu!

118 Years of Community Journalism

RAFO SHIMPO

@@@ erafushimpo | rafu.com | rafunews.com (e-subscriptions)

213.629.2231

fax 213.687.0737
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Fushimi
Inari
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gates at
night

NIKKEI VOICE

A MOMENT

Thinking About Visiting Japan

By Gil Asakawa

uring the last week of

October, there was a lot

on my mind, including

Covid-19 and the ongoing
pandemic, and, of course, the November
U.S. elections. But I also found myself at
a moment in time, looking back one year
that week to a family trip to Japan and
looking forward to next year with the
hopes that we’ll be able to return.

Longtime readers know I was born
in Japan and moved to the U.S. when
I was a kid. You also know that I always
advocate for Americans — and espe-
cially Japanese Americans — to travel to
Japan. I'm pretty familiar with the
country, and I've traveled to most of
Japan from Hokkaido, the northernmost
island, to Okinawa, at the southern end.
Yet, whenever I go back to Japan, I find
new parts of myself to connect with that
enrich my sense of identity.

I think back and marvel that my wife,
her folks, her brother and his partner and
I were in Japan probably while Covid was
beginning its terrible, tragic trek around
the globe. Given the grim reality of the
virus and how it has affected day-to-day
life worldwide, it seems almost dream-
like now to think back on the trip.

We flew from Denver International
Airport to Narita Airport outside Tokyo
on a direct United flight, a Boeing 787
Dreamliner that flies high and fast. The
direct flight makes it much easier to go
between Colorado and Japan without
bouncing around the West Coast and
waiting for a connecting flight.

From Narita, we took an express train
from the airport to Nippori Station and
checked into our hotel just a couple of
blocks away. The station is on the Japan
Rail (JR) Yamanote Line, a loop of stops
that can take you to most of the places in
Tokyo that you might want to visit. And
because it’s a loop, it’s OK if you miss
a stop because déja vu — the train will
eventually come back.

All of us paid for a seven-day JR pass,
which gave us full access to any JR trains,
though not the subways and some other
privately owned train lines. We could
also use it to ride the famous Shinkan-
sen, or Bullet Trains, with a wave of the
pass (though getting the free tickets in
advance is recommended). Nippori is at
the northern part of the Yamanote loop,
with the more famous Ueno and Tokyo

IN TIME:

Stations down to the east and Shibuya
and Shinjuku down to the left on the loop.

I'd never explored around Nippori
before, but chose it because of the easy
access from Narita and a nearby neigh-
borhood called Yanaka Ginza, which is
nothing like Tokyo’s famous, high-class
Ginza shopping district.

Yanaka Ginza is a quiet, narrow shop-
ping street of a few blocks that feels
like it hasn’t changed since the post-war
1950s, during the Showa Era under Em-
peror Hirohito. The shops and street food
are plentiful and inexpensive, and there’s
a distinct cat theme to the district. Cats
adorn signs, cat statues look down on
passersby from atop shop roofs and cats
(real ones) seemingly guard the Buddhist
temple near the end of the street.

From our hotel, it was an easy ride on
the Yamanote train to get to our various
destinations. Most notable was a walk
through the Asakusa district, where a
huge gate with an enormous hanging
lamp welcomes visitors into a long shop-
ping arcade that leads to Sensoji, the
oldest Buddhist temple in Tokyo. Asaku-
sa and the surrounding neighborhoods
feature a heavenly trove of street food.

We met family members who traveled
from Kumamoto in southern Japan for
a fantastic traditional multicourse din-
ner. We made the must-see treks to spots
like Harajuku, the youth shopping street,
and Shibuya, the busiest crosswalk in the
world where the famous statue of Ha-
chiko the dog awaits his owner, who died

Crowds of'
tourists at

Bamboo
Forest in
Kyoto

Students and curious deer at
Nara Buddhist temple

Fushimi
Inari

Shrine in
Kyoto

at work in prewar Japan. The famous
statue is now a popular selfie and meeting
location.

Rain impacted some of our itinerary
(no bus trip to Mount Fuji, no boat ride
to the new gigantic fish market). We also
ran out of time to do some of what we’d
planned, before we took the Shinkansen
to Kyoto.

If Tokyo is the buzzing brain of Japan,
Kyoto is the soulful heart of the country
with its many ancient (and intact) temples
and shrines. It’s gotten harder to feel spir-
itual with the crowds of tourists jammed
into most of the famous spots, but you
can still feel the city’s cultural anchor.

We stayed away from some of the most-
crowded tourist traps, but we ran into
plenty of people at the Arashiyama Bam-
boo Forest. An evening train ride to the
Fushimi Inari Shrine with its 1,000 torii
gates (no, we didn’t walk up the moun-
tainside through all of them) was cool
because with the nearby shops closing,
the tourists melted away. The torii gates
and shrine buildings were lit and peace-
ful to walk amongst. We also squeezed in
side trips to busy Osaka and Nara, a place
where deer share space with tourists at
the revered shrines and temples. We had
great food everywhere, of course.

At 10 days, the trip felt too quick. Im-
mediately upon our return, I longed to
go back to Japan. Next time, I wanted to
choose places I hadn’t visited before, or
places that the standard tourist journeys
overlooked.
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As it happens, amidst the constraints of
the pandemic this summer, I was voted to
become the chair of the Denver Takaya-
ma Sister City Committee (DTSCC).
Takayama is Denver’s second-oldest sis-
ter city — the oldest is Brest, France, and
we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the
Denver-Takayama relationship in July.

One of the main activities of the
DTSCC is exchange trips between Colo-
rado and Takayama — both Americans
traveling there and Japanese coming here,
and both student and adult trips. The stu-
dent trips typically have homestays, and
we provide scholarships for Denver-area
students to go. The adult trips are well-
planned group tours with the option for
folks to add extra days on their own.

We recently held a successful online
event for “Bunka No Hi,” or Culture Day,
and instead of having people in Denver
talk about Takayama or Japanese culture,
we held it in the evening here (morn-
ing in Japan) and had a virtual walking
tour of Takayama’s historic Old Town
district with a tour guide, and then we
had a cooking demonstration of local
Takayama cuisine.

People loved it, and for me, it whetted
not just my appetite for the Hida Beef of
Gifu Prefecture, but also the chance to
visit Takayama — and other places in
Japan that I have spent a lot of time in.
Maybe next November . . . .

That’s my moment in time — thinking
about a year ago and assessing the reality
of right now, but looking forward to the
future, one filled with hope.

Gil Asakawa is former chair of the
Pacific Citizen Editorial Board and
author of “Being Japanese Ameri-
can” (Second Edition, Stone Bridge
Press, 2015). He blogs at www.
nikkeiview.com.
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The Aizumi family, including
Mochi and Kuma, in 2018

ZOOMING IN

By Marsha Aizumi

his year has brought so many

moments to think about: the

coronavirus, the election, the

protests and not being able to
hug those I love. How do you distill the
concept of “one moment in time” with
a year of moments? I sat in front of my
computer looking at a blank piece of
paper on my screen, which matched the
blankness in my mind.

In this emptiness, I began to replay the
year. I saw what changes I have made in
the way I think and the things I do. As
funny as it seems, being aware of how
much toilet paper and paper towels I use
has become a conscious decision.

I no longer buy cases of bottled water
— I use our tap water most of the time.
I appreciate the clean, fresh air, since
where I live, we were faced with smoke
and ash from the summer wildfires that
lasted for days. The fires prevented me
from taking long walks, since the air
quality was so toxic.

I realized that having to shelter in place
focused my attention on cooking meals
for my husband and son, reading more
books, working on puzzles and taking
more naps to nourish my body. My life
seemed to slow, and I was able to see
more of what I had.

As far as my advocacy, Aiden and I
continued to share our story, but now we
do so virtually on Zoom. The last four
events we have done, we can’t see the
audience — we can only look into the
camera’s green light on our computers
and share our hearts.

What I know now is that even though

A bride and
groom begin
their new life
as we looked
on during their
livestreamed
wedding.

A mother and
son virtual
wedding dance

we can’t see anyone, they can feel us . . .
our pain, our joy and our love. Many
cried with me when I talked about my
shame, sadness and fear. Many felt the
years that Aiden suffered alone and tried
to find his self-worth, when the world
said he was not good enough.

But most of all, what I noticed is that
when Aiden says, “Mom,” or I speak
his name, you can almost touch the love
between us. Seeing our children soar
just as they are and having them feel our
love when we speak their name is one
of the most beautiful moments of being
a parent.

And speaking of Zoom . . . being part
of a virtual platform has also made it
possible for us to move closer to people
like never before.

This year for the first time, I attended
a wedding that was livestreamed. When
I logged onto my computer, I wondered
how much I would connect with the
bride, groom and their families. But
when you zoom into people, you can see
their faces and the emotion that often
you cannot pick up when you are sitting
in the church pew or large reception
hall so far away.

I was able to see the groom’s eyes
drop down in sadness and remembrance
when the minister talked about his father,
who had already passed away. I also saw
the sparkle and warmth of love in the
groom’s eyes as he connected with his
mom in the traditional mother and son
dance. And I saw the happiness, hope and
love of a bride and groom as
they spoke their vows. I was
not there in person, but I felt
every moment as if I was

standing right next to them.

I also Zoomed with a new friend that
I met recently through my advocacy.
His name is Drew Griffin, and he is
dying of cancer. Talking to someone who
is faced with the end of his life is not a
comfortable conversation to have. But
somehow, with Drew, you feel at ease.

He talked about returning from a week
in Hawaii and how he is writing a book
about his last 10 years, many of them
faced with cancer. He told me about
things he was grateful for and how he
wants to spend his remaining time on
Earth with people he loves.

I fell in love with Drew, and I told him
so. He loved me back. And if he is afraid
of dying, I didn’t feel it because all I felt
from him was the joy that he had another
day of life and how that day was not
going to be spent with regrets or sadness.

I wish I lived this year like Drew.
Some days I did, but then there were
other days when fearful thoughts brought
an icy feeling running deep within.
Could I keep my family safe from a
disease that seemed to touch every aspect
of our lives?

I lived in fear and often anger because
of a president and other leaders who
seemed to have lost their morality and
humanity. I lived in sadness for all of
our marginalized communities who
continued to fight for equality, dignity
and just to be safe.

I lived in sadness for all the beautiful
souls who died from Covid-19. Often
fighting off the darkness to find a place

| Drew in Hawaii (left)
and with his mom and
nephews

A Mother'’s Take ¢

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF MARSHA AIZUMI

= Puzzles kept my brain
4./ 7" active as we stayed at
. -\‘ home this year.

relaxing
after a
Subaru
Zoom
webinar

of light was exhausting. And not every
day was I successful. . . .

But I have been lucky. I have a roof
over my head. I have food, a husband
who is kind and children who look out for
us. I have my Mochi, who needed to be
walked, so I went outside most days for
fresh air. I have a television to entertain
me. | have money to buy books to read.
I have the ability to donate to causes that
are doing meaningful work. I had time to
phone bank for Biden and Harris. I have
a community that [ was able to connect
with via Zoom. And I have friends who
keep my spirits up.

With a vaccine just around the corner,
a new president, a government that will
be for the people, I believe life will get
better. It has taken time, but maybe I
needed the time to think about how
I am going to do better for my family, my
friends, my community and my planet.

So, I realize 2020 has been an entire
“moment in time” for me to be grateful
and move in closer to what is important.
I hope this holiday season you move in
closer to those you love and find ways to
tell them how important they are to you,
even if you can’t do it in person.

I hope you move in closer to issues you
care about and do something about them.
I hope you move closer to yourself and
see how beautiful your life is and how
beautiful you are. There IS beauty all
around us . . . we just have to open our
eyes to see it.

Marsha Aizumi is an advocate in the
LGBT community and author if the book
“Two Spirits, One Heart: A Mother,
Her Transgender Son and Their
Journey to Love and Acceptance.”
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COMMENTARY

REIMAGINE EVERYTHING

2020: A DEFINING TIME

By Ron Mori

o matter

our age,

none of

us will
forget this year, as we
have all adapted to our
new normal. Some of us have
even thrived and been able to
take pause and reflect on what’s
important to us. Our new normal
is adapting in the face of a global
pandemic, with the optimism
of several positive vaccines as
I write this article. Will we ever
go back to normal, or will our
new normal be a hybrid of in-
person and virtual gatherings?
Only time will tell, but there
have been positives that have
come out this year.

According to the United States
Census Bureau, 99.9 percent of
Asian households were counted
in the 2020 Census. I like to think
that this is the start of a move-
ment of civic participation by
more Asian American and Pacific
Islanders at the local, state and
federal level.

Another positive sign is that
more AAPIs were elected to pub-
lic office during recent elections,
which is an encouraging statistic
along with the active census par-
ticipation and A API participation
in our 2020 elections.

According to APIA Vote, there
was a 310 percent increase in
early AAPI votes cast across the
country. If we want our voices
heard and to be counted, these
are all encouraging signs in the
midst of a global pandemic.

This year would have been
Bruce Lee’s 80th birthday, and
he struggled to find success in
Hollywood in the 1960s and
early *70s. Just saying Bruce Lee
makes me think of his ground-
breaking role as an actor, direc-
tor and international superstar
who led many people to think of
Asians in a different way forever.

In some ways, Bruce Lee
opened the American movie
theater doors to movies from

By An American Concentration Camp Survivor

Asian American

Frontline Heroes I [14) <3

Asia like “Parasite.”

A ground-breaking

movie thriller from
Korea, it was the first
Asian film to win the
Oscar for Best Pic-
ture earlier this year.

It seems so long ago,

before our world and country
was hit with COVID-19, not by
a global parasite, but a global
pandemic that is impacting all
of us for the second and, for
some, a third time. Many of us
know front-line responders who
are unsung heroes that aren’t
portrayed as superheroes on the
big screen.

AAPIs from all backgrounds
and ages have been leading the
fight against the pandemic across
the country. AARP took great
pride in recognizing AAPI front-
line heroes this year in a special
Facebook campaign that is still so
true today. On behalf of AARP,
we thank every one of you as
you quietly go about your busi-
ness of protecting and caring
for all of us across the country.
Visit their stories at https.//bit.
ly/AAPIHeroes.

As we look forward to 2021,
I'am thankful that we could have
several effective vaccines that
will be available to all of us and
that slowly and cautiously, we
could soon go back to our lives of
being connected to other people
and our communities.

However, there will still be
many people that will need our
assistance, connection and friend-
ship, especially when many of
us have been away from our
loved ones. To stay on top of
the latest COVID-19 news, get
connected to a volunteer and learn
about local resources, check
out https://aarpcommunity
connections.org.

Ron Mori is a member of
the Washington, D.C., JACL
chapter and manager of com-
munity, states and national
affairs — multicultural leader-
ship for AARP.
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THE ELECTION IS OVER

— NOW WHAT???

By Judd Matsunaga, Esq.

0 you remember
learning about our
government from
your old high school
civics class? The Constitution
of the United States divides
the federal government into
three branches to make sure no
individual or group will have
too much power: Legislative,
Executive and Judicial.

In just the past few weeks, we
have seen all three branches of
our government in action. In late
September, President Donald
Trump nominated Judge Amy
Coney Barrett to become the
115th associate justice on the
United States Supreme Court.
Next, Democrat Joe Biden
won the presidential elec-
tion that was held on Nov. 3.
And finally, a Georgia Senate
runoff on Jan. 5 will determine
whether the Democrats will con-
trol both houses of Congress.
“Say what?” The Legislative
Branch consists of the House of
Representatives and the Senate,
which together form the United
States Congress. A bill must
pass both houses of Congress
before it goes to the president for
consideration.

The House of Representatives is
made up of 435 elected members.
The Senate is composed of 100
Senators. The vice president of
the U.S. serves as president of the
Senate and casts the decisive vote
in the event of a tie in the Senate.

That means that even if
President-Elect Biden is inaugu-
rated as the 46th president of the
United States on Jan. 20,2021, he
might not be able to implement
his tax plan.

Why? Although the Democrats
currently own a majority in the
House of Representatives, the
Senate remains unresolved.

So, for the Democrats to ef-
fectively change tax policy, they
will need both Georgia seats to
ensure Biden’s tax plans can
become reality.

That is why “year-end” plan-
ning for Americans will be more
challenging than ever in 2020,
as we are forced to make year-
end financial decisions based on
events that will not happen until
2021. If the Republicans retain
control of the Senate, i.e., win
one or both of the two runoffs,
legislative gridlock will likely
prevail for another two years.

Estate and gift planning may
be less a 2020 year-end prior-
ity given the reduced risk of a
reduction in the unified credit
or an increase in estate and gift
tax rates in 2021. However, the

LEGISLATIVE

HEREE R R HEEE
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EXECUTIVE

JUDICIAL

increased estate tax lifetime
exemption that sunsets in five
years presents an extraordinary
opportunity to effectively transfer
wealth tax free.

The current $11.58 million
lifetime gift and estate tax ex-
emption is scheduled to sunset on
Dec.31,2025. Given this reduc-
tion is almost certain to occur,
a wealth-transfer plan should be
developed now, so that you can
permanently take advantage of
this higher exemption amount.

Should Democrats win both
Senate seats, they would be
able to act unilaterally for the
first time since 2010, setting the
stage for major tax increases on
businesses and high-income,
high-net worth households.
Should this occur and increases
are enacted retroactive to Jan.
1, 2021, numerous income ac-
celeration and estate planning
gifting strategies should be
deployed before year’s end.

Arecent article posted on www.
cnbe.com (Oct. 14) stated that
“rich kids could get hundreds
of billions from their parents if
Biden wins.” The “ultrawealthy”
are taking steps now to create
trusts and prepare large transfers
so they can drop the money be-
fore 2020 ends if they have to.

The savings could be sub-
stantial. For example, a couple
leaving $20 million to their kids
would currently pay no estate
tax, since up to $23.2 million is
exempt. Biden’s tax plan would
cut that limit to $7 million and
increase the current estate tax rate
from 40 percent to 45 percent.
If Biden gets his tax plan,
the same couple would pay
$5.9 million in taxes on a
$20 million gift.

Combined with the possibil-

LEGAL-EASE: ANATTORNEY’S PERSPECTIVE

ity that the estate tax exemption
could be cut in half or more, an-
other significant Biden proposed
change is with regard to
the “basis step-up” at
death. For genera-
tions, a hallmark of

our estate tax system

y is that everybody gets

A a stepped-up basis on
death.

Currently, a future capital
gains tax upon disposition of an
inherited asset is based on its
value at the time it is inherited,
rather than the time of purchase
— referred to as the “basis step-
up.” This allows families to avoid
paying capital gains on appreci-
ated assets that are passed down
or given at death.

The Biden plan is unclear as to
how this would be implemented,
but there are two options. The first
is to tax unrealized gains of the
decedent. Heirs would get hit at
the transfer, regardless of wheth-
er they sell the asset. The dece-
dent’s estate would pay the tax at
death, and presumably the heirs
would take the assets at a basis
stepped-up to fair market value.
Alternatively, the heirs would
receive carryover basis at death
and would pay capital gains tax
on the sale of the asset based
on the value at the time of the
original investment. Either op-
tion would lead to a significantly
higher income tax liability for
appreciated assets. Regardless
of the option chosen, taxpay-
ers should seriously consider
a wealth-transfer plan prior to
year’s end.

Legislation is always unpre-
dictable, and so are the effective
dates that new legislation takes
effect. So, wealthy families are
speeding up their plans to pass
down real estate and other assets
to their kids before the end of the
year in case new law takes effect
retroactively from Jan. 1,2021.
Some have called this election a
“Rich Kid Windfall.” Of course,
the “kids” may not receive the
money for years, since irrevo-
cable trusts can be structured
to delay any payouts. So, if you
have an estate worth in excess
of several million dollars, try to
see a qualified estate planning
attorney and CPA as soon as
possible — it could be worth
several million in savings!!!

Judd Matsunaga s the found-
ing attorney of Elder Law Ser-
vices of California, a law firm
that specializes in Medi-Cal
Planning, Estate Planning and
Probate. He can be contacted
at (310) 348-2995 or judd@
elderlawcalifornia.com. The
opinions expressedin this article
are the author’s own and do not
necessarily reflect the view of
the Pacific Citizen or constitute
legal or tax advice and should
not be treated as such.
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* Harada House, Riverside, CA. 9&\
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strengthening-our-community-through-action/

* One of 2020’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Sites.

* Recipient of $500,000 matching grant from Save America’s
Treasures Program (2020).

National Historic Landmark * Make a tax-deductible donation to help save this National
Historic Landmark!
https://www.haradahousefoundation.org/donate
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A‘,laska Chapter

Suzanne Ishii-Regan
Arizona Chapter Donna Cheung
Berkeley Chapter Valerie Yasukochi
Berkeley Chapter Jim Duff
Boise Valley Chapter Dean Hayashida
Chicago Chapter Pat Yuzawa-Rubin
Cincinnati Chapter Kazuya Sato
Contra Costa Chapter Mary Ann Furuichi
Dayton Chapter Eric Strohecker
Detroit Chapter Toshiki Masaki
Downtown L.A. Kitty Sankey
Eastern District Council Michael Asada

Diane Morimune
Joshua Kaizuka

Eden Township Chapter
Florin/Sacramento Chapter

Fresno Chapter Charlene Kiyuna
Greater LA Chapter Janet Okubo
Greater LA Chapter Miyako Kadogawa

Hoosier George Hanasono

Idaho Falls Chapter Lisa Olsen
Intermountain District Council Karl Endo
Lodi Chapter Derrick Egi
Marysuville Chapter Walter Masuda
Midwest District Council Betsy Sato
Midwest District Council Steve Mitori
Mile High Chapter Richard Hamai
Mount Olympus Chapter Richard Mano
NCWNP District Council Carol Kawase
New England Chapter Margie Yamamoto
New Mexico Chapter Steve Togami
New York George Hirose
Olympia Chapter Bob Nakamura
Omaha Chapter Kai Uno

Densho's new podcast, Campu, tells
the story of Japanese American
incarceration like you've never heard it
before. Brother-sister duo Noah and
Hana Maruyama weave together the
voices of survivors to spin narratives out
of the seemingly mundane things that
gave shape to the incarceration
experience: rocks, fences, food, paper.
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-~ Wisconsin Chapter
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Philadelphia Chapter

“Rob Buscher

Pacific Northwest District Council Chip
Larouche
Pocatello-Blackfoot Chapter Karl Endo
Portland Chapter Chip Larouche
Portland Chapter Setsy Larouche
PSW District Council Nancy Takayama
Puyallup Valley Chapter Leslie Soule
Riverside Chapter Jennifer Okabayashi
Salinas Chapter Shari Higashi
San Diego Chapter Michael Kurima
San Fernando Valley Chapter Marcia Mahony
San Jose Chapter Tom Oshidari
San Mateo Chapter Steve Okamoto
Santa Barbara Chapter Wade Nomura
Seabrook Chapter Stefanie Pierce
Seattle Chapter Stanley Shikuma
SELANOCO Chapter  Alice Ishigame-Tao
Sequoia Chapter Mike Kaku
Silicon Valley Chapter Jeff Yoshioka
Snake River Valley Chapter  Janet Komoto
Sonoma County Chapter Mark Hayashi
St. Louis Chapter Steve Mitori

Stockton Chapter Aeko Yoshikawa
Twin Cities Chapter Gloria Kumagai
Venice - West Los Angeles Chapter

John Saito, Jr.
Ventura County Chapter Joanne Nakano
Ventura County Chapter Ken Nakano
Wasatch Front North Chapter  Larry Grant
Wasatch Front North Chapter Sandra Grant
Washington DC Chapter ~ Nikki Yamashiro

Ron Kurampoto

~Y DENSHO.ORG/CAMPU
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IN-DEPTH

The Bolshoi

Ballet Academy NCKOER
in Moscow B
is one of the

prestigious o
schools of ballet g4
in the world. It
is the affiliate
school of the

Bolshoi Ballet.

»

PHOTO: UNSPLASH.COM

A PASSION
FOR BALLET

Ria Adachi pursues her
dream of becoming a
professional dancer at
the world-famous Bolshoi
Academy in Moscow.

By Rob Buscher,
Contributor

eyond the community setting of the
local Bon Odori, dance is not a field that

Ria Adachi

has prominently featured Japanese hopes to
Americans in the past. However, 18-year- pursue a
old Ria Adachi is a rare exception, as her passion career as a
and talent for classical ballet has led her across professional

the ocean to study at the world-famous Bolshoi ballerina.

Academy in Moscow.

Adachi is
currently
& the only
%% Japanese
% American
a -~ dancer at
the Bolshoi

Academy.
Because of

Covid-19,
Adachi is
practicing
~—  dance now

§ ' entirely at
Q home.

Having fun with friends in Russia
outside of the Bolshoi Theatre in 2019
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IN-DEPTH

Born and raised in Chino Hills, Calif.,
Adachi is the daughter to a Japanese im-
migrant mother and Shin-Nisei father, mak-
ing her a Shin-Sansei. Although there was
not much of a Japanese American commu-
nity where she grew up, Adachi has a close
relationship to her Japanese relatives. Her
father also made sure to take her to the
Gardena Obon and Tanabata festivals so that
she would have a knowledge of her culture.

Growing up in the outskirts of Los Ange-
les, Adachi tried her hand as a child
actor before switching to dance.

“When I was about 9 years old,

I auditioned for a Target commer-
cial. Unfortunately, I didn’t make
the cut because they were look-
ing for real ballerinas. I was sad
because 1 wished I was a ‘real’
ballerina,” Adachi remembered.

Shortly after that audition,
Adachi’s  parents  enrolled
her at the Nouveau Chamber
Ballet and Anaheim Ballet. It was
Adachi’s principal dancer role as
the Sugar Plum Fairy in the Nou-
veau Chamber’s 2017 production
of the “Nutcracker” that put her
on the radar of the Bolshoi and
secured Adachi an invitation to
participate in its summer intensive
program in 2018.

Founded in 1776, the Bolshoi Academy is among
the world’s oldest ballet companies and is recognized
as one of the foremost companies in the world. Among
its more than 250-year history, some of the world’s
premier dancers have emerged from the school,
including Olga Lepeshinskaya, Raisa Struchkova,
Natalia Bessmertnova and Vladimir Vasiliev and
Mikhail Lavronsky.

The Bolshoi Ballet Academy has a long history of
artistic collaboration with dance education institutions
from around the world, including the U.S. and Japan.
Members of its faculty frequently conduct master
classes in choreography and dance-related disciplines
to further improve dance education outside of Russia.

On Dec. 1, the academy was awarded the Japanese
Foreign Minister’s Commendation for its contribu-
tions to the promotion of cultural exchange through
art between Japan and Russia.

In a statement on its website, the academy said,
“The Bolshoi Ballet Academy is proud of its strong
artistic connections with Japan. We appreciate the
courtesy of the Ministry, as well as the high estimate
of our activities.”

Adachi explained her unique pathway into the
acclaimed and prestigious school.

“You can audition online, but I had a different path.
I did a summer intensive with them in 2018 and was
there for six weeks. After the intensive ended, I got
an invitation to continue on for the full year,” Adachi
said. “There are people that audition online or come to
Russia to try in person, but I didn’t have to go through
that process. I don’t know how many people audition
yearly, but there are only a couple in each age group
who get in each year. There are probably a hundred
new students each year, but that is across all the classes
that are separated by age and skill level.”

In addition to the competitive audition process to
gain entrance into the academy, very few students are
allowed to study at the school through the completion
of the program.

Adachi explained, “We had an exam at the end of last
year to get into the next class. Out of 100 students in
my age group, only 12 people were able to pass.”

The academy’s rigorous six-day-a-week dance in-
struction includes classes in classical dance, charac-
ter dance, historical dance, gymnastics, modern dance
and acting for dance. The Bolshoi also functions like
a secondary boarding school, teaching foundational
subjects.

“It is hard because all classes are in Russian, and we
have tests at the end of the year determining whether

Adachi (center) celebrates Thanksgiving
2018, her “American Day,” in Russia with
friends from all over the world.

Adachi at
Moscow’s
famous

- Red

—

.Posing in
- front of

~

| St. Basil’s

Az

L

or not we can advance to the next school year,” Adachi
elaborated.

As an international student, Adachi is currently in
her second of four years. Surprisingly, the majority of
international students attending the Bolshoi Academy
are of Japanese descent.

“I’'m one of the few Japanese Americans who have
attended the school and the only one in my class,”

‘ 1R B+
% Adachi (in purple kimono) performs

‘. \ the traditional Bon Odori dance.

& " These photos of Adachi and her

sister, Lina, were taken in 2018,

just before she left to pursue her

academic year in Russia.

Adachi said. “There was one other student
who graduated last year, but I'm the only
Japanese American for now. The others are
Japanese from Japan.”

Thanks to her family’s relatively recent
immigration history, Adachi has been able
to learn some Japanese.

She elaborated, “I speak a little bit, but
I’ve forgotten some of my language. I do
. speak to the Japanese people and it helps me
. keep up. It’s kind of hard to switch between
languages because I'll get Russian, English
and Japanese mixed up. But, it’s really nice

having other Japanese people around.”
However, as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic, the Bolshoi Academy has
closed its in-person instruction, and
Adachi is now back in California
with her parents. Like so many other
educational institutions, the academy
is finding ways to continue instruc-
tion via Zoom.

“It is pretty hard to figure out a
schedule due to people living all over
the world,” said Adachi. “My fellow
classmates that are participating on-
line are from Russia, Japan, Canada,
France and the U.S. I have classical
dance from 7-10 a.m. and 11 p.m.-
1 a.m. I also have some school class-
es that are at 3 a.m. and 6:45 a.m.”

Aside from issues with differing
time zones, remote dance instruction
presents its own unique challenges.

“Dancing at home is hard. Instead
of being in a large studio, using a
proper barre and dancing on mar-
ley (premier dance flooring, used in
professional performance spaces,
made from slip-resistant vinyl), I'm
dancing in a smaller area, using a
chair and dancing on a hard
marbled floor to fit the cam-
era radius,” said Adachi.
Despite the current pandem-
ic, Adachi plans to continue
working toward her career
as a professional dancer.

“I want to do this until I
can’t,” she said. “I really
like dancing, and I hope it
takes off. It’s hard, espe-
cially for girls, since there
are a lot of dancers that are
amazing. It’s really up to
you. If you’re lucky, you’ll
have other companies scout
you. But most people have
to go out and audition at
places to get a job your-
self. Some companies have
open calls, others ask you
to send in a résumé and
determine whether you can
take the company class to
audition. After that, they
decide whether or not they

4 wantyou
> There are alot of other people doing the same
\ thing,” Adachi continued, “and they all want the

same jobs. You have to audition at many places.
It’s like trying to get into university. Sometimes com-
panies have an audition, and they won’t accept any-
body. It’s very competitive.”

Adachi hopes to dance professionally at the
Bolshoi after completing its program, but she
acknowledges how rare of an opportunity that is. If the
Bolshoi does not select her, she plans on applying to
the San Francisco Ballet and Royal Ballet companies.

Regardless of where she eventually ends up,
Adachi has already achieved something that few oth-
ers can claim: being a student at the world-famous
Bolshoi Academy. |

Holiday 2020 | PACIFIC®SCITIZEN | 57



OBITUARIES/TRIBUTES

NOTABLE 2020 Losses
of Japamese Amevicams

LANE RYO HIRABAYASHI

Hirabayashi, who died on
Aug. 8 at 67, was a UCLA pro-
fessor emeritus and the inaugural
George and Sakaye Aratani
Endowed Chair of the Japanese
American Incarceration, Redress
and Community.

He was the son of Joanne and
James A. Hirabayashi, an anthro-
pologist who was also the first
dean at San Francisco State Uni-
versity’s School of Ethnic Stud-
ies, and the nephew of Gordon
Hirabayashi, whose challenge to
World War ll-era legal machina-
tions targeting U.S. citizens of
Japanese ancestry (and legal
permanent residents then-barred
from becoming U.S. citizens)
reached the Supreme Court but
lost, only to be revived again in
the 1980s as one of three coram
nobis cases.

Lane Hirabayashi grew up
north of San Francisco with his
younger sister, Jan. After high
school, he earned his under-
graduate degree from California
State University, Sonoma, and
later earned his master’s degree
and Ph.D from the University of
California, Berkeley.

His teaching career included
stints at San Francisco State Uni-
versity, the University of Colorado
at Boulder and the University of
California, Riverside.

In October 20086, following a
yearlong search, Hirabayashi
was awarded the first George
and Sakaye Aratani Chair on
the Japanese American Intern-
ment, Redress and Community at
UCLA’s Asian American Studies
Department, a position funded
by $500,000 from the Aratani
Foundation.

Hirabayashi also served as
UCLA’s Asian American Studies
Department chair from 2007-10.
After retiring from UCLA in June
2017, he was succeeded in the
Aratani chair by Valerie Matsu-
moto.

Among the works Hirabayashi
worked on while ensconced at
UCLA are 2008’s “Japanese
American Resettlement Through
the Lens: Hikaru lwasaki and the
WRA'’s Photographic Section,
1943-1945,” for which he won
the 2009 Asian/Pacific American
Award for Literature; 2013’s “A
Principled Stand: Gordon Hira-
bayashi v. the United States”; and
2018’s “NCRR: The Grassroots
Struggle for Japanese American
Redress and Reparations.”

When Hirabayashi retired from
UCLA, he said: “l am grateful to
both the Asian American Stud-
ies Center and Department for
the opportunity to serve as the
Aratani Endowed Chair at UCLA
for the past decade. It’s been an
honor. And | especially thank the

Aratani family for their support of
my varied AEC initiatives.”

Hirabayashi is survived by his
wife, Marilyn Alquizola; sister,
Jan; and his grandchildren.

IRENE HIRANO INOUYE

Inouye, who died on April 7 at
71, helped guide a campaign in
the late 1980s to take Los Ange-
les’ Japanese American National
Museum from a notion to a na-
tionally recognized repository for
Japanese American history and,
in 2008, founded the U.S.-Japan
Council and led it to become an
international institution designed
to “develop and connect diverse
leaders to strengthen the U.S.-
Japan relationship.”

She had just announced in
late January plans to retire from
the USJC, where she served as
president, and help find a CEO to
lead it. While that announcement
mentioned “personal consider-
ations” among the reasons for
her stepping away, the decision
was believed to be health-relat-
ed. Subsequent news reports
revealed that she had been
diagnosed with leiomyosarcoma,
a rare smooth muscle cancer.

A woman of tremendous
achievement, vision and leader-
ship, Inouye was also the widow
of the late-Sen. Daniel K. Inouye
(D-Hawaii), who died on Dec.

17, 2012. The second marriage
for both took place in 2008, the
same year she announced her
resignation from JANM after 20
years of service. That same year,
she launched the USJC.

Inouye’s community and non-
profit activities included serv-
ing as chair of the Smithsonian
Institution Asian Pacific American
Center; trustee, the Washing-
ton Center; member, American
Academy of Arts and Sciences;
member of the advisory board,
Center on Philanthropy & Public
Policy, Price School of Public
Policy, University of Southern
California; and chair of the advi-
sory board, Terasaki Center for
Japanese Studies, University of
California at Los Angeles. She
served as former trustee and
past chair, Ford Foundation; and
former trustee and past chair,
Kresge Foundation.

A graduate of the University of
Southern California, where she
also earned her master’s de-
gree, Inouye served as the first
president of the Asian Women’s
Network in Los Angeles and
subsequently served as execu-
tive director at the T.H.E. Center
for Women for 13 years before
becoming the president and CEO
of JANM and finally as president
of the USJC.

She also administered the
TOMODACHI Initiative, a
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public-private partnership with
the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo and
the government of Japan that
invests in young Japanese and
Americans through educational
and cultural exchanges and lead-
ership programs.

Inouye is survived by her moth-
er, Jean Yasutake; daughter, Jen-
nifer Hirano; sisters, Linda (Mike)
Hayashi and Patti Yasutake;
brother, Steven (Marla) Yasutake;
nephew, Wesley Hayashi; niece,
Alison Hayashi; stepson, Kenny
(Jessica) Inouye; and grand-
daughter, Maggie Inouye.

KAZUO HORIUCHI

Horiuchi, who died on March
18 at 95, was a veteran of the
442nd Regimental Combat Team.

He was born in the Burien area
south of Seattle and was raised
in Yakima Valley. During WWII,
as he served in the 442nd, his
family was incarcerated at Heart
Mountain War Relocation
Authority Center in Wyoming. He
received two Bronze Stars for his
service.

After serving in the Army, he
moved to San Francisco and
met his future wife, Maudi (Mary)
Suzuki, with whom he had two
daughters.

Horiuchi was predeceased by
his wife. He is survived by his
daughters, Diane Holmes (John)
and Barbara Horiuchi (Ron);
grandchildren, Jackie Waller
(Brent), Michael Lulu and Daniel
Lulu; sister, Nobuko Matsumoto;
he is also survived by nieces and
nephews.

HELEN SADAKO KAWAGOE

Kawagoe, who died April 6 at
92, served two terms as JACLs
national president (1996-2000)
and was also known for her long
career as the city clerk of Carson,
Calif.

She was first elected to the
position in 1974 and held it for
37 years until a stroke in 2011
necessitated her retirement. To
honor Kawagoe’s decades of
commitment and service to the

city in Los Angeles County’s
South Bay, Carson’s City Council
named its council chamber after
her in 2013.

Prior to serving as the JACLs
national president, she was
a three-term president of the
Gardena Valley JACL chapter,
governor of the JACLs Pacific
Southwest District (1971-72) and
was named JACLer of the Bien-
nium (1972). In 2012, the PSWD
honored Kawagoe as a JACL
Living Legend.

Among Kawagoe’s professional
affiliations, titles and recogni-
tions: three two-year terms as
the elected state director for the
City Clerks Department on the
League of California Cities board
of directors; president of the
City Clerks Department of the
LCC (1979-80); president of the
International Institute of Mu-
nicipal Clerks (1986-87); board of
directors of the Municipal Clerks
Education Foundation when it
launched its first scholarship pro-
gram; president of the Asian Pa-
cific American Municipal Officials
of the National League of Cities
(1996); serving as the first city
clerk on the Steering Committee
of the NLC Finance, Administra-
tion and Intergovernmental Rela-
tions Committee; serving as the
first city clerk to be elected to the
NLC board of directors; and as
a member of the NLC Advisory
Council (2004-11).

Kawagoe was also named the
2010 Citizen of the Year by the
North Carson Lions Club, the
International Association of Lions
Club, District 4-L3 and served
as a board member of the NLC’s
Women in Municipal Govern-
ment.

She served on the Gardena
Valley Japanese Cultural Insti-
tute’s emeritus board of directors;
a member of the board of gover-
nors for the Japanese American
National Museum’s President’s
Circle; secretary and former VP
of the National Japanese Ameri-
can Memorial Foundation; and
served on the board of governors
and board of directors of the Go
for Broke National Education
Center. She also was awarded
Japan’s Sacred Order of the Pre-
cious Crown, Apricot.

Kawagoe was also named the
2010 Citizen of the Year by the
North Carson Lions Club, the
International Association of Lions
Club, District 4-L.3 and served
as a board member of the NLC’s
Women in Municipal Govern-
ment.

Kawagoe was predeceased by
her husband, Takeshi, and her
second husband, Stanley H. Ya-
nase. She is survived by her sis-
ters, Margaret Koyama and Mary
Ann (Sam) Ryono; stepdaughter,
Sheryl Miyamoto, other stepchil-
dren, many nieces, nephews and
other relatives.

LILLIAN CHIYEKO KIMURA
Kimura, who died April 23 at
91, served as national president

of the JACL from 1992-94 and
was the first woman to serve in
that capacity. In her professional
career, Kimura also served as the
associate executive director of
the YWCA of the USA.

Before her election as JACL na-
tional president in August 1992,
Kimura also served as chair of
the Pacific Citizen for two terms
from 1988-90 and 1990-92.

During her administration, the
JACL, at the Aug. 3-6, 1994,
National Convention in Salt Lake
City voted in favor of a resolution
to support same-sex marriage, a
stance that, while divisive within
the JACL, put it decades ahead
of most other civil rights organiza-
tions — and the Supreme Court,
which more than 20 years later
voted 5-4 in support of same-sex
marriage in 2015.

The Glendale, Calif.-born Kimu-
ra was 13 during WWII when her
family and she were uprooted
and eventually incarcerated at
the Manzanar WRA Center in
California. Afterward, her family
moved to Chicago, where Kimura
would attend the University of
lllinois, where she earned a bach-
elor’s degree in 1951 and later, a
master’s degree in social work in
1954.

Kimura’s career with the YWCA
began in Chicago, and she later
moved to New York City to work
for the YWCA at the national
level. Among her awards and
recognitions, Kimura received
the YWCA'’s Racial Justice award
and its Ambassador award. In
1993, the government of Japan
bestowed upon her a kunsho
(medal), the Order of the Pre-
cious Crown, Wisteria. She also
received the Anti-Defamation
League’s Ina Kay Award in 2008
and the Asian American Legal
Defense and Education Fund
Justice in Action award in 2011.

Kimura was predeceased
by her sister, Hiroko (Chester)
Katayama; brother, Hikaru (Elsie)
Nagao; niece, Laura DiCerbo;
and nephew’s wife, Harriet DiCer-
bo. She is survived by her sisters,
Florence (George) Sasabuchi
and Rose (Louis) DiCerbo, as
well as her nephews and nieces
including Paul Katayama, Mark
(Evelyn) Sasabuchi, Candi (Bob)
Glassberg, Patricia Lee (David
Mozer), Karen (Lori Oleachea)
Nagao, Lou DiCerbo, Margaret
(Patrick) Golden, Marina DiCer-
bo; and beloved friends, Ora
Taylor and Martha White, as well
as many great-nieces and great-
nephews.

VINCENT HICHIRO OKAMOTO

Okamoto, who died on Sept.
27 at 76, was a highly decorated
Vietnam War veteran who later
became a Los Angeles County
Superior Court judge.

An Army Ranger who reached
the rank of captain, Okamoto
was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross, as well as three
Purple Hearts, the Bronze Star
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and the Silver Star.

Okamoto was a co-founder
of the Japanese American Bar
Assn., and he helped establish
the Japanese American National
War Memorial Court located ad-
jacent to the Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center
in Little Tokyo.

An author, he wrote the novel
“Wolfhound Samurai,” based
upon his experiences in the
Army, and “Forged in Fire: The
Story of Hershey and Joe,” about
the Korean War experiences of
Medal of Honor recipient Hiroshi
“Hershey” Miyamura and his
friendship with a fellow soldier,
Joe Annello.

Okamoto also appeared in Ken
Burns’ acclaimed 2017 docu-
mentary “The Vietnam War” and
the Japanese American National
Museum’s documentary film
“Looking Like the Enemy.” He
was inducted into the Army’s
Ranger Hall of Fame in 2007.

After his military service, Oka-
moto returned to USC, earned
a law degree, became an L.A.
County deputy district attorney
and later a councilman for the
city of Gardena. In 2002, Califor-
nia Gov. Gray Davis appointed
the former prosecutor to the Los
Angeles Superior Court.

Okamoto is survived by his
wife, Mitzi, and son, Darby.

LAWSON SAKAI

Sakai, who died on June 16
at 96, was a veteran of the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. After
Japan’s Dec. 7, 1941, attack
on Pearl Harbor, he attempted
to enlist in the military but was
classified 4-C (enemy alien). His
family self-evacuated to Colo-
rado and avoided incarceration
at a WRA Center. In 1943, Sakai
joined the 442nd (E. Co.) and
was wounded during the Res-
cue of the Lost Battalion in late
October-early November 1944.
He was awarded a Bronze Star,
a Purple Heart and the Combat
Infantryman Badge.

Sakai and Mineko Hirasaki
were married in April 1946, and
they operated a travel agency
in Gilroy, Calif. Active in 442
veterans’ activities, he founded
the nonprofit Friends and Family
of Nisei Veterans. In 2018, Sakai
spoke in favor of a drive that
proved unsuccessful to rename
a Palo Alto middle school after
a fellow 442nd veteran, Fred
Yamamoto.

Sakai was predeceased by his
wife, Mineko; and sisters, Misako
(Perry) Sumida and Mieko Sakai.
He is survived by his children,
Kenneth (Lynda) Sakai, Joanne
Sakai (Dallas Foster), Janet
(Noriaki) Ito and Dennis Sakai
(Linda Durrin), as well as seven
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

DON NOBORU SEKI

Seki, who died on July 28 at
96, was a veteran of the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.

The Honolulu-born youngest
son of farmers in Hawaii’'s Manoa
Valley, Seki joined the Army
during WWII and attended basic
training at Camp Shelby, Miss. A
member of L Co., Seki lost his left
arm to machine-gun fire after the
442nd’s rescue of the Lost Bat-
talion in late 1944 and spent the
next two years rehabilitating and
getting prosthesis training.

Among Seki’s military decora-
tions were the Purple Heart,
European-African-Middle Eastern
Campaign medal, WWII Vic-
tory Medal, Bronze Star, Good
Conduct, French National Legion
of Honor and the Congressional
Gold Medal of Honor.

Seki made a cameo appear-
ance in the 2019 indie movie
“American.”

He is survived by his wife, Sumi
Seo Seki; children, Lynnette
Takahashi, Lindsey Seki and
Tracey Seki; and grandchildren,
Tyler Takahashi and Evan Seki
Matsuyama.

CEDRICK MASAKI SHIMO

Shimo, who died on April 1 at
100, was a recipient of an Order
of the Rising Sun, Gold and Sil-
ver Rays kunsho from Japan for
his work as an American Honda
Motor Co. exec for promoting
Japan-U.S. trade. During WWII,
he was expelled from the Military
Intelligence Service Language
School in Minnesota for “raising
too much of a fuss” after being
denied the opportunity while on
furlough to visit his family, who
were incarcerated at the Man-
zanar WRA Center in California.

He was transferred to the 525th
Quartermaster Corps, a “labor
battalion,” which later became the
1800th Engineer General Service
Battalion. Shimo would later
receive an honorable discharge.
In 2009, he was awarded an
honorary degree from UCB.

After retirement, Shimo served
as a docent at the Japanese
American National Museum. He
was predeceased by his wives,
Mitsuko Uyeno and Mildred
Sasaki; he is survived by his son,
Roderick; 2 nieces, a nephew,

a grandnephew and many other
relatives and friends.

Abo, Brandon, 46, Huntington
Beach, CA, Sept. 19; he was pre-
deceased by his parents, Luke
and Margaret Abo; he is survived
by his son, Solomon Walton;
sister, Janna (Alan) George;
grandmother, Hatsumi Morita;

a niece and nephew; he is also
survived by many uncles, aunts,
cousins and friends.

Ando, George, 83, Los An-
geles, CA, June 19; he was
predeceased by his brothers,
James (Yone) Ando and Charles
(Sumiko) Ando; he is survived
by his siblings, Kenneth (Joyce)
Ando, Florence Umstead, Jane
(David) Namimoto and Aiko
Tanaka; he is also survived by
nephews and nieces.

Akimoto, Yuko, 88, Rancho
Palos Verdes, CA, Aug. 24.

Akiyama, Tsuneo, 86, Hilo,

HI, June 5; he is survived by

his wife, Charlotte; sons, Keith
(Raenelle) Akiyama and Kevin
(Elma) Akiyama; sisters, Patsy
(Yasusaburo “Sab”) Takushi,
Claire (Harold “Pete”) Tonai and
Shigeko Akiyama; he is also
survived by numerous nephews,
nieces and cousins; gc: 5.

Arakaki, Haruko, 96, South
San Gabiriel, CA, July 22; he

is survived by his daughters,
Georganne Lynch and Kathleen
Hendrickson; siblings, Hideo
(Kazy) Oshiro and Yo Sakai; he
is also survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives;

gc: 1;ggc: 1.

Asahino, Myrtle Yoshioka, 87,
Fountain Valley, CA, Sept. 11;
she was predeceased by her
husband, Steve, and sister, Mis-
ao “Sue” Rivera; she is survived
by her children, Steven, Karen
(Dan) Selleck, Kathryn (Rich) Tait
and Kenny (Catherine); siblings,
Isamu (Ruth) Yoshioka, Janet
Nagasako and Cherry (Jerry)
Kobashigawa; gc: 6.

Asaoka, Marie, 91, San Fran-
cisco, CA, April 25.

Baba, Ben, 87, Rancho Cordo-
va, CA; during WWII, his family
and he were incarcerated at the
Granada WRA Center (Camp
Amache) in CO; he is survived by
his siblings, Pat and Bob Baba;
children and children-in-law,
Katherine and Thomas Huey;
Barry Baba and Denali Beard;
gc: 2.

Baba, Roy, 90, Sacramento, CA,
July 6; during WWII, his family
and he were incarcerated at the
Granada WRA Center (Camp
Amache) in CO; he is survived
by his wife, Yasuko; siblings, Bob
and Yoshiko; he is also survived
by many nieces and nephews.

Chisholm, Dorothy L., 98,
Kailua-Kona, HI, May 8; she is
survived by her daughter, Paige
(Ross) Honda; gc: 3; ggc: 3.

Doi, Ben Hiroshi, 98, Gardena,
CA, Sept. 15; he was prede-
ceased by his wife, Clara; he is
survived by his children, Dennis
(Shirley), Kerry, Warren (Lani-
Jayne) and Jasmine (Wayne); gc:

8; ggc: 1.

Doi, Faye Fumiko, 97, Culver
City, CA, Sept. 8; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, George;
she is survived by her daughter,
Jacquelyn Doi; she is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

Doi, Patricia Tomie, 91, Honolu-
lu, HI, April 26; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, Herbert;
she is survived by her daughter,
Kellie Pearce; gc: 2.

Endo, Adolfo, 72, Santa Moni-
ca, CA, Sept. 10; he is survived
by his daughter, Rocio Endo;
sister, Rosa Endo; he is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews
and other relatives.

Endo, Goro, 91, Monterey Park,
CA, June 12; he is survived by
his wife, Yemiko; daughters,
Carolyn (Alan) Kobayashi and
Cheryl (Robert) Segawa; sister,
Kiyoko West; he is also survived
by nieces, nephews and other
relatives; gc: 1.

Frautschi, Mie, 78, Pasadena,
CA, June 29; she is survived by
her husband, Steven; daughters,
Laura Frautschi and Jennifer
Frautschi; siblings, Nampei Oka-
mura and lzumi Sawajiri; gc: 4.

Fujimoto, Dwight H., 70, Hilo,
HI, June 23; he is survived by
his aunt Fujie “Jean” Fujimoto;
he is also survived by numerous
cousins.

Fujimoto, Samuel Rio, 92,
Gardena, CA, June 3; survived
by sons Steve (Joyce) and Jon
(Victoria); sister Ruth Kobayashi;
gc: 7; and many nieces, nephews
and other relatives.

Fujino, Kikue, 89, Los Ange-
les, CA, Aug. 27; survived by
son, Brian (Carol) Fujino; sisters
Miyoko Kaneshiro, Mary Sumiko
Suzuki and Alice Toshiko Naka-
matsu; survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives.

Fugita, Yoshiko, 100, Los Ange-
les, CA, June 23; she is survived
by her children, Gary Fugita and

Lorraine Fugita; gc: 1.

Fujii, Kunio, 93, and Fujii, Mary,
89, Mililani, HI, March 7 and April
8; they were predeceased by
their daughter, Velma; they are
survived by their children, Aaron
(JoAnn), Karl (Cindy) Fuijii and
Cheryl Shintani; Kunio is sur-
vived by his sister, Natsue Na-
kamoto; Mary is survived by her
siblings, Hisao Wakahiro, James
Wakahiro, William Wakahiro and
Dorothy Tamashiro; gc: 8.

Fujimoto, Craig, 66, Kent, WA,
June 26; he is survived by his
wife, Wei-Jayne; children, Devin
and Dana; brother, Mark Fuji-
moto; and parents, Katsuji and
Helen Fujimoto.

Fukunaga, Kyle ‘Narts’ ‘Fuks’
Sachio, 43, Hilo, HI, May 23;
survived by daughter, Kyrha
Fukunaga-Gonsalves; brother,
Kevin (Keiko) Fukunaga; parents
Kazumi and Margie Fukunaga;
and aunts, uncles and cousins.

OMEMORIAM

Fujiura, Irene, 69, Torrance, CA,
May 21; survived by husband,
David Haruto Fujiura; childfren
Elizabeth Yukari (Casey Chris-
topher) Fujiura-Hall, Matthew
Motoki (Kristy Marie) Fujiura and
Michael Yuuki (Anna Won) Fee;
sister, Noriko (Steve) Lee; gc: 2;
nephews and other relatives.

Fujiwara, Pamela Bau Yuc
Chang, 63, Honolulu, HI, May
24; survived by husband, Dwight
Fujiwara; son, Chris Fujiwara;
and brother, John Chang.

Fukushima, Audrey K.Y., 81,
Montebello, CA, May 30.

Furumasu, Hisako, 96, Sierra
Madre, CA, June 22; she is sur-
vived by her children, Jim, Ruby
(Ryan Zirkle) and Karen; siblings,
Kikuo (Kiyomi) Shintaku, Peter
(Beverly) Shintaku and Nancy
(Minoru) Shigezane; she is also
survived by many nieces, neph-
ews, grandnieces, grandneph-
ews and other relatives.

Furuyama, Randall, 54,
Northridge, CA, June 13; he is
survived by his siblings, Alice
(David) Kuroda, Dennis (Terry)
Furuyama, Steve (Diana) Fu-
ruyama, Ron (Nancy Kawahara)
Furuyama and Gary Furuyama;
he is also survived by nephews
and nieces.

Kadomatsu, Kazuko, 77, Culver
City, CA, May 9; she is survived
by her husband, Hiroshi; chil-
dren, Robert (Kelly) and Amy
(Robert Lopez) Kadomatsu;
brother, Masami (Nancy Masako)
Matsumoto; brothers-in-law,
Noboru Matsumoto and Yasushi
Udagawa; gc: 3.

Kakiba, Isamu Sam, 95, Los
Angeles, CA, May 17; he is sur-
vived by his wife, Mitsuyo Michi;
daughters, Becky (Ron) Sato,
JoAnn Asao, Shirley (Harvey)
Wong and Bonnie (Byron) Wata-
nabe; gc: 10; ggc: 11; gggc: 1.

Kaku, Hisako ‘Millie,” 99, Hilo,
HI, May 18; she is survived by
her sons, Rodney Kaku and El-
ton (Leanora) Kaku; gc: 4; ggc: 6

Kaneko, Yoshiko, 95, Mon-
terey Park, CA, July 21; she was
predeceased by her husband,
Hayao, and brothers, Mike and
Henry Kawaguchi; she is sur-
vived by her children, Ryoji Lloyd
(Marie) Kaneko, Grace (John)
Yamamoto and Clyde Kaneko;
siblings, Kouki Kawaguchi and
Taiko Fujinami; sisters-in-law,
Mine Kawaguchi and Mitsi Kawa-
guchi; gc: 5.

Kato, Emi, 100, Gardena, CA,
Aug, 15; she was predeceased
by her husband, Noboru, and
“Tom” andsiblings, Nobuo “Nob,”
Tomotsu and Shitone “Toni”
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Interment will be in Hilo, Hawaii.

a charity of one’s own choice.

CHARLOTTE TETSUKA

helped to establish her husband’s optometry business. She was a room
mother and an elementary school PTA President and was awarded
the Golden Apple Award for her outstanding contribution to children.
She transitioned from school volunteer to school employee working for
Spokane Public Schools in the personnel department and as a school
attendance liaison at Garry Middle School. Through the years, many of
the students she encouraged to attend school still kept in contact with her.

She was the first Japanese woman to serve as president of the Inland
Optometric Association Women'’s Auxiliary. During her time in Pasadena,
Los Angeles County honored her with the Senior Award of Excellence
for contributions to the Pasadena Senior Center.

Charlotte believed in supporting her community. She was always giv-
ing to those in need or offering endless volunteer hours to help others.
She was an active member of Highland Park United Methodist Church
volunteering for their fundraisers until she entered hospice. With Mom,
friends became family. Loved ones often found themselves the recipient
of a heartfelt note or gift just because they were in her thoughts.

Husbands, Dr. George Yamamoto and George Tetsuka, and son-in- law
Tom Ferris preceded her in death. She is survived by a daughter, Joanne
Ferris; sisters, Carol Cantiberos and Eunice Yasukawa; brother, Jimmy
Tai; and beloved nieces and nephews. She was a loving grandmother
to Christopher Ferris, Anna Ferris (Dan Colwell), and Elizabeth Ferris.

Her natural beauty belied her years. Remembered for her grace and
generosity, her legendary scones and spritz cookies, Charlotte will greatly
be missed by all who knew her. At her request, there will be no service.

In lieu of flowers, Charlotte’s family requests donations be made to
Hospice of Spokane, PO Box 2215, Spokane, WA 99210, Highland
Park Methodist Church, 611 S. Garfield St., Spokane, WA 99202, or to

Sept. 16, 1925—July 5, 2020

After an eventful life of 94 years,
well-lived, and well-loved, Char-
lotte Tetsuka passed away under
the most amazing care through
Hospice House South with her
daughter by her side on July 5,
2020.

From her childhood in Hilo,
Hawaii, to her adult life in Spokane
and Pasadena, she gave joy and
was kind to everyone fortunate
to meet her.

In her younger years, she

Uyeda; she is survived by her
sons, Stewart Kato and Bruce
Kato; she is also survived by
nieces, nephews and other
relatives.Kawata, Esther Maude,
97, Culver City, CA, Feb. 6;

she is survived by her children,
Christine (Dennis) Yamamoto
and Rick Kawata; siblings, Amy
Nakano, Helen Izuka and Hoover
Ushiyama; gc: 1; ggc: 2.

Kawaharada, Matsuko ‘Mit-
zii,” 95, Honolulu,HI, June 14;
she was predeceased by her
husband, Makita; she is sur-
vived by 3 children, in-laws,
nieces, nephews, grandnieces
and grandnephews, as well as
great-grandnieces and great-
grandnephews

Kimura, Helen, 94, Reedley,
CA, June 30; during WWII, her
family and she were incarcerated
at the Poston WRA Center in AZ;
she was predeceased by her
husband, Frank Kimura, daugh-
ter, Arlene Imoto, siblings, Mary
Okubo and James Ito; she is
survived by her children Sandra
(Dr. Gerald Shinkawa) and Tim
(partner Tiina Volmer) Kimura;
son-in-law, Jeff Imoto; gc: 3.

Kinimaka, Florence Misao, 91,
Honolulu, HI, March 24; she was
predeceased by her husband,

David Thomas Kinimaka Sr., and
daughter, Rebecca Yara; she is
survived by her children, Cathy
(Mark Miura) Kanehiro, Kinia
(Arthur) LaRose, Hartwell, Jerry
(Elvira) Kinimaka, David Kini-
maka Jr., Matthew Kinimaka and
Dickie (Bernie) Kinimaka; gc: 26;
ggc: 55; gggce: 13.

Kishaba, George Tamotsu,
85, Maui, HI, Jan. 31; he is sur-
vived by his wife, Jane (Hasega-
wa) Kishaba; sons, Mark and
Gregg Kishaba.

Kobatake, Joseph Doyle, 75,
Napili, HI, June 14; he served

in the Army during the Vietnam
War; he is survived by his sons,
Dean “Kaleo” (Jaimie) Kobatake,
Dwight (Kanela Dean) Kobatake
and Dwayne (Mary-Ann) Ko-
batake; life companion, Firmina
Carmen Ribucan; hanai sons,
Alfred Ribucan, Sean (Stacy)
Ribucan and Derrick (Jocelyn)
Ribucan; gc: 12.

Koyama, Mitsuru, 71, Monte-
bello, CA, Feb. 20; he is survived
by his son, Takahiro Koyama.
Kumakura, Misayo, 101, Los
Angeles, CA, June 9; she is
survived by her sisters, Yoshiko
Hanaoka and Misuko Sugimura;
sisters-in-law, Michiko Mori and
Kay Mori; she is also survived by
nieces, nephews and friends.

Makihara, Fumiko, 99, Pasade-
na, CA; May 29; she is survived
by 4 children; gc: 5; ggc: 5.

Matsumoto, Kenneth, 93, Santa
Monica, CA, July 6; he was pre-
deceased by his wife, June; he

is survived by his children, Reiko
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(Michael), George (Kirsten), Kimi
and (Jennifer); gc: 10..

Makihara, Fumiko, 99, Pasade-
na, CA; May 29; she is survived
by 4 children; gc: 5; ggc: 5.

Maruya, David, 100, Gardena,
CA, Aug. 7; he is survived by
his daughter, Patricia; brother,
Al; longtime partner, Mary Jo
Villegas; he is also survived by
nieces and nephews.

Miyoshi, Yuji, 57, Woodland
Hills, CA, May 23; he is survived
by his wife, Masami Miyoshi;
Ayaka (Andrew) Robinson;
brother, Kiyotaka Miyoshi; and
mother, Fumiyo Miyoshi.

Mori, Dennis, 74, Los Angeles,
CA, June 28; he is survived by
his wife, Lillian; children, Kevin
(Susan) Mori and Michele (Philip)
Francisco; sisters, Carolyn
(Thomas) Kato and Linda (Mar-
tin) Abe; gc: 4.

Morita, Hiroko, 81, Los Angeles,
CA, Jan. 6; survived by children,
Robert (Debbie) Morita and Sa-
chiko (Ray) Pittman; gc: 3; ggc: 1.

Mukai, Henry T., 98, Los Ange-
les, CA, Jan. 13; an Army veteran
(442nd RCT), he was prede-
ceased by his siblings, Thomas,
Cromwell, George, Abraham and
Susan Uchida; he is survived by
his wife, Eunice; children, Alan,
Richard, Donna and Anita (Gini
Seibert) Mukai; sister-in-law, Hat-
sune Mukai; he is also survived
by many nieces, nephews and
other relatives.

Nagano, Jack K., 101, Los An-
geles, CA, June 1; an Army vet-
eran, he served in the MIS during
WWII; he was predeceased by
his wife, Louise; he is survived
by his children, Thomas, Carol
(Robert) Drescher, Christine
(Aaron) Glaser and David (Nata-
lie); gc: 4; ggc: 9.

Nakayama, Richard, 70,
Gardena, CA, Sept. 1; he is
survived by his wife, Stephanie;
son, Matthew Nakayama; sister,
Susan (Martin) Siaw; mother-
in-law, Yuri Ogawa; sisters-in-
law, Sharie (Harry) Tom, Stacie
(David) Inana and Krissie (Dave)
Roberts; brother-in-law, William
(Kristine) Sato; 5 nephews, 2
nieces, aunts, uncles, cousins
and relatives.

Nakao, Kuniko, 98, Los Ange-
les, CA, July 15; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, Kunihiro
“Pete”; she is survived by her
children, Alan Nakao, Karen
(Richard) Nanaumi, Connie
(Steven) Hirano, Sandi Yamato,
Robert (Marjorie) Nakao and
Perry Nakao; sister, Aya Mitsui;
gc: 10; ggc: 14.

Nishimoto, Stanley, 66, San
Gabriel, CA, July 31; he is sur-
vived by his wife, Sylvia; children,
Jonathan Nishimoto, Jeffrey
Nishimoto and Tiffany Nishimoto;
siblings, Stephanie Nishimoto,
Carolyn Komoto, Cheryl Teraga-

wa and Kelly Nishimoto; mother,
Florence Nishimoto; gc: 4.

Nishimoto, Tyler, 21, Lodi, CA,
Sept. 4.

Nishisaka, Yuriko, 93, Fountain
Valley, CA, Feb. 12; she was
predeceased by her husband,
Art Nishisaka, son, Randy
Nishisaka, daughter, Mary Ann
Nishisaka, and brother, Masami
Sanada; she is survived by her
children, Merrie Nishisaka and
Scott (Aileen) Nishisaka; sister-
in-law, Haruko Sanada; gc: 4;
ggc: 3.

Ochiai, Sachi, 101, Los Angeles,
CA, July 25; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, Richard,
and daughter, Sheryl; she is sur-
vived by her son, Alan; daughter-
in-law, Kathy; gc: 2.

Ogawa, Masae ‘Maisie,” 93,
Honolulu, HI, April 28; she

is survived by her husband,
Henry; children, Blanche (Allan)
Kaneshiro and Curtis Ogawa;
siblings, Herbert Kagemoto,
Lillian Thompson and Jean Ka-
gemoto; gc: 2, ggc: 1.

Ohata, Robert Osamu, 100,
Makawao, HI, June 13; he was
predeceased by his wife, Alice,
and daughter, Roberta; he is
survived by his son, Carl (Sue),
grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Okafuiji, Teruko, 104, Honolulu,
HI, May 22; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, Moto-
haru; children, Ruth Hampton,
William Okafuji, Arthur Okafuji
and Gordon Okafuji; a daughter-
in-law; siblings, Saburo Takaha-
ta, Tadao Takahata and Mitsuko
Kimoto; grandsons, Christopher
Okafuj and Clante Okafuiji; she is
survived by her daughters, Carol
(Roy) Suda and Marlyn (Den-
nis) AuHoy; brother-in-law, Mike
Takamatsu; sister-in-law, Lucille
Takahata; daughter-in-law, Ar-
lene Okafuji; and son-in-law, Jim
Hampton; gc: 20; ggc 34; gggc:
10.

Ozawa, George, 95, Santa
Monica, CA, July 29; he was
predeceased by his wife, Susie
Setsuko Ozawa, and daughter,
Kathy S. Ozawa; he is survived
by his children, Ann Y. Hender-
son and Dennis K. (Gretchen P.)
Ozawa; gc: 7; ggc: 8.

Sakamoto, Jane Kazumi, 89,
Los Angeles, Aug. 11; she was
predeceased by her brothers,
Roy Seigo and Michael Seiji
Sakamoto; she is survived by
her sisters, Amy Tsubokawa and
Hisaye JoAnn Kuroda; she is
also survived by many nephews
and nieces.

Sanwo, Grace Shizuko, 101,
Gardena, CA, June 11; she was
predeceased by her husband,
Steve Hironori Sanwo, and
daughter, Joyce Michiko Sahara;
she is survived by her children,
Norman Eiji (Kathi) Sanwo and
Charlene Naomi (Stanford Ta-
kashi) Hirotsu; son-in-law, Robert
Fumio Sahara; brother, Sam
Isamu (Chieko) Wakai; sister-in-
law, Nora Wakai; gc: 5; ggc: 3.

Segimoto, Masaru, 90, Mon-
terey Park, CA, May 29; he is
survived by his son, David (June)
Segimoto; gc: 2.

Self, Nancie Kumiko, 83, Paim
Springs, CA, May 21; she is sur-

vived by 3 children; 2 brothers;
gc: 6; ggc: 2.

Shido, Roy Nobuhiko, 59,
Mission Viejo, CA, April 16; he is
survived by his siblings, Akemi
Schanze and George Shido; 1
niece, 1 nephew and other rela-
tives and friends

Shigekawa, Nancy Yoshie, 89,
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, May
31; she was predeceased by her
husband, David, and 7 siblings;
she is survived by her daughter,
Wendy (Derek) Okada; sisters,
Betsy Nakanishi, Barbara Oshiro
and Jane Park; gc: 3..

Shimada, Satsuki, 88, Chino
Hills, CA, July 15; she is survived
by her children, Paula (Gary)
Shirasago, Stanley Shimada,
Mark Shimada, Linda Shimada
(significant other Anthony Cole-
man), Bradley (Siggy) Shimada
and former daughter-in-law,
Karen Hanemoto; brother, Yoshio
(Lillie) Miyagishima; sister-in-law,
Hanako Ando; gc: 5; ggc: 1.

Shimazaki, Jeanne, 80, Cerri-
tos, CA, July 8; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, Jimmy;
she is survived by her children,
Jon (Linda), Andy, Mark (Kim),
Karin (Craig) Matsuda and Joi
Shimazaki; brother, Ken (Judi)
Kaminishi; gc: 10.

Shimidzu, Ruby, 101, Gardena,
CA, Aug. 28; she is survived by
her children, Karen (Jim) Camp-
bell, Dennis (Princesa) Shimidzu
and Linda (Les) Greene; gc: 4.

Shinmoto, Setsuko ‘Dorothy,’
85, Torrance CA, May 14; she
was predeceased by her hus-
band, Minoru, son, Craig, and
sister, Helen; she is survived by
her children, Tracy Ann (Michael)
Wilson and teve (Susannah)
Shinmoto; siblings, Elaine Hana-
moto, Frank Kido (Marge) and
Fred Kido (Candice); gc: 2; ggc: 2

Shiota, Eisuke Jim,” 78, Sun
City, AZ, July 22; he was pre-
deceased by his brother-in-law,
Gran Yoshina, and granddaugh-
ter, Emily Quan; he is survived by
his wife, Joyce; daughters, Debi
Merriott and Sandi Quan; sisters,
Sets Yoshina and Ruth Shiota;
gc: 2.

Shirota, Jonathan Hiroshi, 92,
Hacienda Heights, CA July 28; a
novelist and playwright (“Lucky
Come Hawaii,” “Leilani’s Hibis-
cus”); he is survived by his wife,
Barbara; stepchildren, Sumiye
(Bruce) Arnheim and Craig (Lisa)
Yanase; sisters, Kikue Tada,
Tomiko Shirota and Sumiko
Martin; gc: 3.

Sumi, Noboru, 99, Los Angeles,
CA, May 27; he is survived by
his children, Fred (Valerie) Sumi,
Janet (Charles) Mori and Irene
Sumi; sister, Yoko Murakami; gc:
4; ggc: 3.
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Sumida, Chiyeko, 99, La Mira-
da, CA, Aug. 20; she was prede-
ceased by her husband, Minoru;
she is survived by her daughters,
Alison (Glenn) Yoshihara, Barbie
(Akemi) Ouederni and Lynne
(Marvin Dale) Ezaki; gc: 6

Taguchi, Atsushi, 89, Gardena,
CA, June 11; he is survived by
his children, Wayne (Angel)
Taguchi and Donna (Glen) Na-
kahara; brother, Seiichi (Helen)
Taguchi; gc: 2; 1 nephew, 1
grandniece and other relatives.

Takahashi, Susan Midori, 80,
West Hills, CA, July 28; she was
predeceased by her husband,
Henry, and sister, June Wunno;
she is survived by her children,
Lauren, Mark (Kate) and Diane
(Jon Goucher); sister, Barbara
Klass; gc: 5; nieces, a nephew
and other relatives and friends.

Takazaki, Glenn, 70, Torrance,
CA, April 2; survived by wife,
Kathy; children Jennifer, Amy
Dawnell and Dean; sister, Cath-
rine; gc: 6

Tamae, Seiki, 96, Los Angeles,
CA, Aug. 16; he is survived by
his wife, Yoko, and son, James
Tamae; he is also survived by
many other relatives.

Tamura, Sayoko, 73, Alhambra,
CA, May 13; she is survived by
her husband, Yuzo; children,
Betty (Kyle) Yamasaki, Thomas
(Wendi) Tamura and Steve
(Lisa) Tamura; siblings, Hiroshi
(Noriko) Terada, Hayako Miura
and Mitsuko (Tsuyoshi) Hamano;
sisters-in-law, Masumi Sueda,
Norie Shimomae and Takako
Tamura; gc: 6.

Tanaka, Kumiko, 80, San Fran-
cisco, CA, May 24.

.-Taniguchi, Takeko 100,
Sacramento, CA, June 29; she
was predeceased by her hus-
band, Jim, and siblings, Jimma,
Sadayo, Tokino and Sumiye; she
is survived by her children, Roy
(Sue) and Ann; gc: 1

Tamano, Grace Nobuko,

97, Sacramento, CA, April 12;
during WWII, she was incarcer-
ated at the Granada WRA Center
in CO; she was predeceased by
her husband, Nobuo Tamano,
siblings, William (Miyo) Kitamura
and Betty (Noboru) Aoki; she is
survived by her son, Gary (Sally)
Tamano; gc: 2.

Teramaye, Kiyoko, 96, Los
Angeles, CA, Aug. 23; longtime
West Los Angeles JACL board
member; she is survived by her
brother, Takashi Teramaye.
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Teshima, Ethel Shizue, 94, San
Pedro, CA, Feb. 11; she was
predeceased by her husband,
Henry, sons, Joey and Rudy
Teshima and her companion,
Walter Sakurai; she is survived
by 2 brothers and many nieces,
nephews and other relatives.

Togami, Frances, 98, Camp-
bell, CA, May 27; during WWII,
she was incarcerated at the Gila
River WRA Center in AZ; she is
survived by Rose (Frank) Togami
and Minoru (Marianne) Togami;
she is also survived by many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces
and nephews. 1.

Tomooka, Suyeo, 93, Canoga
Park, CA, Aug. 1; survived by
children, Eric (Joni Kinoshita)
Tomooka and Dana Hartmann;
siblings, Tom (Nancy) Tomooka
and Takashi (Alice) Tomooka;
gc: 2.

Tosa, Tadao, 78, Glendale, CA,
Feb. 27; he is survived by his
wife, Miyoko; children, Shiniji,
Eiji, Jyunji John Tosa and Maki
(Clark) Michel; gc: 2.

Tsao, Kiyomi, 82, Rancho
Palos Verdes, CA, Sept. 22;
during WWII, her family and she
were incarcerated at the Heart
Mountain WRA Center in WY;
she is survived by her husband,
John; children, Jennifer (John)
Shigekawa and John (Christine)
Tsao; siblings, Marlene (Donald)
Okada and Dennis (Jacqueline)
Hada; gc: 7.

Tsumori, Mitsuo, 91, San Fran-
cisco, CA, May 1.

Uchida, Yukiko Yamashita,

90, Keaau, HI, May 8; she is
survived by her daughter, Grace
H. Uchida; daughter-in-law,
Trisia Uchida; siblings, Henry
Kunio Yamashita, Edward Toshio
(Betsy) Yamashita, Herbert F.
(Rachel) Yamashita,

Uyeki, Kaoruko, 94, Monterey
Park, CA, June 22; she is sur-
vived by her daughters, Grace
Uyeki and Caroline (Stephen)
Nakajima; gc: 3; ggc: 2.
Thelma Tamayo Abe, Sue Shizue
(Edwin) Sugimoto and Barbara
Emiko (Alvin) Jitchaku; brother-
in-law, Tsugio (Dora) Uchida;
sister-in-law, Yasuko Ishii; gc: 1;
ggc: 2.

Uyematsu, Rose, 85, Anaheim
Hills, CA, June 3; she was pre-
deceased by her siblings, Helen
Haruko Masaki, Doris Hisako
Okamura, June Miyako Wada,
Edith Yaeko Yamasaki, Martha
Misako Hirai, Jeanne Toyoko
Nagao, Sam Susumu Fujikawa,
George Jojo Fujikawa, Frank Yo-
shio Fujikawa and Harry Kiyoto
Fujikawa; she is survived by her
husband, Norio; sons, Michael
(Hope), Ronald and Thomas
(Karen); gc: 11; ggc: 2.

Wada, Shirley Shinobu, 87,
Cerritos, CA, June 6; she is
survived by her children, Rob-
ert S. (Shelly) Wada, Glenn R.
(Denise) Wada, Garrett S. (Lea)
Wada and Sharon L. (Raymond)
Maeda; siblings, Hajime Hama-
guchi, Doug (Margie) Hamagu-

chi, Doreen Ishikawa and Reiko
(Richard) Truman; gc: 10.

Watanabe, Lin, 58, Kahului,
Maui, HI, May 22; she is sur-
vived by her parents, Albert
and Amy Watanabe; sister, Kay
(Ronald) Fukumoto; companion
of 35 years, Brian Kasahara; 1
nephew.

Watase, Frank, 97, Los Ange-
les, CA, Sept. 7; Hawaii-born
doughnut entrepreneur (Yum
Yum and Winchell’s Donuts)

and Korean War veteran; JANM
trustee and governor who funded
the Museum’s Frank H. Watase
Media Arts Center; he was
predeceased by his first wife,
Dorothy; he is survived by his
wife, Janne; children, Steve (Ali-
son) Watase, Suzy (fiancé Tom)
Roberts, Lincoln (Sylvia) Watase
and Amanda (Blake) O’Dowd;
brothers, Mark, Richard and Ed-
die; gc: 9.

Yamada, Dorothy, 99, Pleas-
anton, CA, Feb. 1; during WWII,
she was incarcerated at the Tule
Lake WRA Center in CA; she
was predeceased by herh hus-
band, Yoshio Yamada; siblings,
Toriye (Togo) Watanabe, Charles
(Dorothy) Yamada, George
(Yoshika) Yamada, Mary (Henry)
Dowke and Edith (John) Azlant;
she is survived by her children,
David, Alan (Donna), Howard,
Charmaine (Roy) Yamamoto and
Janice (Vincent) Yoshimoto; gc:
2;ggc: 2.

Yamada, Joseph, 90, and
Yamada, Elizabeth (Kikuchi), 90,
La Jolla, CA, May 11 and May
20; during WWII, they met at
age 11 when their families were
incarcerated at the Poston WRA
Center in AZ; they are survived
by their children, Garrett Ya-
mada, Kent Yamada and Joan
Batcheller and their families.

Yamada, Leslie Akemi, 59, Los
Angeles, CA, June 18; she is sur-
vived by her husband, Alan; par-
ents, Sammy and Hideko Befu;
brother, George (Anne Mettee)
Befu; sister-in-law, Joanne
(Larry) Yamaki; 1 nephew and 1
great-nephew.

Yamasaki, Donald Yoshio, 75,
Kahului, HI, May 5; author of “Is-
sei, Nisei, Sansei, Three Genera-
tions of Camp Life in Puunene,
Maui, Hawaii”; he is survived

by his wife, Shirleyan; children,
Stephen (Amy) Yamasaki, Scott
(Jodi) Yamasaki, Shane (Lani)
Yamasaki and Suzanne (Sean)
Smith; gc: 6.

Yamane, Doris T., 92, Torrance,
CA, Aug. 5.

Yamashita, Harumi, 96, Bur-
bank, CA, Feb. 15; she is

TRIBUTE

JOE A. UCHIDA

Joe Uchida was born in Pasadena, Calif., to Kuniyoshi and
Sayo Uchida on June 4, 1926. He died peacefully at his home in
South Pasadena on Nov. 13, 2020, at the age of 94.

Joe attended Lincoln Elementary School and McKinley Junior
High School in Pasadena. When WWII broke out he was
incarcerated with his family at Gila River internment camp and
graduated from Gila River High School in 1944. In August 1945,
he was drafted into the U.S. Army where he served until 1947.
In 1951 he graduated from USC with a bachelor’s degree in
business.

From 1952 until he retired in 2006, Joe was instrumental in
the growth and development of the Bellefontaine Nursery in
Pasadena. His ideas, energy and attention to detail made the
business flourish. Through his son, Alan and nephew Dale, it is still
one of the oldest, successful Japanese American establishments
in Pasadena.

Joe was known for his smile, “dad” jokes and his wry sense
of humor. He enjoyed watching USC football and for a time had
season tickets to USC basketball games.

He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Agnes (Ashizawa), and his
children, Alan, Craig, and Naomi (Foley), 3 grandchildren, Maria,
Jennifer and Melinda, 2 great-grandchildren, Cora and Lucy, his
brother, Robert (Mae), and numerous nephews and nieces.

In lieu of flowers or koden please consider making a donation in
his name to the National Japanese American Memorial Foundation
(NJAMF) or the Pasadena Japanese Cultural Institute (PCJI).

survived by her daughters, Linda
(Gary) Ogimachi and Diane
Yamashita; gc: 2.

Yamashita, Joe Yuzuru, 93,
Los Angeles, CA, May 21; he
was predeceased by his wife,
Shizuye, and siblings, Sakiko
(Tommy) Kakimoto and Thomas
Masaru Yamashita; he is sur-
vived by his children, Joe (Julie)
Yamashita, Tad (Iris) Yamashita
and Suanne (Chris) Gonwa;
daughter-in-law, Kathy Ya-
mashita; sisters, Meiko (Barton)
Yoshida and Fujiko Fujisawa; gc:
6; ggc: 2.

Yanagisawa, Hideto, 90, Hilo,
HI, Feb. 17; he is survived by his
wife, Teruyo “Terry” Yanagisawa;
hanai children, Kyle Yanagisawa,
Dean Yanagisawa, Erin (David)
Sekino-Yanagisawa; siblings,
Lawrence “Lefty” “Larry” (Carol)
Yanagisawa, Wayne (Katherine)
Yanagisawa, Asayo Okimoto,
Michiyo (John) Lewis, Tomiyo
Nakaoka and Sachiyo Toma;
sisters-in-law, Lillian Yanagisawa
and Dorothy “Dot” Yanagisawa;
he is also survived by many
nephews, nieces, grandneph-
ews, grandnieces and hanai
grandchildren.

Yasukochi, Hatsuye ‘Hatsy,’
80, San Francisco, CA, March 7;
during WWII, she was incarcer-
ated at the Rohwer WRA Center
in AR and the Tule Lake WRA
Center in CA; death related to
COVID-19; co-proprietor of Yasu-
kochi’s Sweet Shop in S.F.’s Ja-
pantown; she is survived by her
husband, Hisao “Moses” Yasuko-
chi; daughters, Stacey (Michael)
Nolan, Wendy (Todd) Prigge and
Erin (Craig) Yamamura; sisters,
Lois and Kristine, gc: 5.

Yokomizu Grace Midori, 95,
Chatsworth, CA, June 14; she
is survived by her children,
Bryce (Rosie), Jan (Dave) Goka,
Denise (Michael) Motoyasu and
Rob; sisters, Ellen Suzuki, Ruby
Honjio and Jane (Yone) Take-
hara; gc: 7; ggc: 2.

Yokoyama, Yuriko Lily, 92, Los
Angeles, CA, May 17; she was
predeceased by her husband,
Motokazu; she is survived by her
children, Julia (Wayne Imamura)
Yokoyama, John (Carrie) Yokoya-
ma and Paul (Yukiko) Yokoyama;
sister, Lois Hirotsu; gc: 4; she is
also survived by other relatives.

Yoshida, Lincoln Yoichi, 87,
Los Angeles, CA, May 24; she is
survived by her siblings, Violet
Teramoto, Sarah Morimoto and
Arthur Yoshida; she is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews
and other relatives.

Yoshimizu, Jan, 58, Alhambra,
CA, Aug. 17; she was prede-
ceased by her parents, Mitsuo
and Grace Heyada née Takai;
she is survived by her husband,
Daniel Yoshimizu; daughters,
Dana (Dave) Shefferman and
Tracy (Andrew Lau) Yoshimizu;
sisters, Jill (Dean) Katayama
and Ann (Weldon) Nomura; she
is also survived by many aun-
ties, uncles, cousins, nieces and
nephews.

Yoshino, Hanashiro, 95,
Honomu, HI, June 19; survived
by children, Allan (Duen) Ha-
nashiro, Clyde “Kazu” Hanashiro
and Maxine Hanashiro; sisters-
in-law, Mabel Nagamine, Hiroko
Nagamine, Yasuko Hanashiro;
brothers-in-law, Michiwo (Jane)
Hanashiro and George Hanashi-
ro; gc: 3; ggc and gggc.
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HOW TO STAY CONNECTED

“For the 45
and older
population,
about one in

three have

Charlotte S. Yeh, M.D. .
Chief Medical Officer eV|dence Of

AARP Services, Inc. |one|iness.
And we know that for the
65 and older population,
40% and more are

impacted by loneliness.”

“Even though we may be
alone in our own space,
that doesn’t mean we
can't be connected. It

is important that we
remember that help is

not just physical, but it's
emotional, it's spiritual.
We need to focus on what
allows us to flourish...and
how can we continue to
thrive even if we are just in
our own space.”

HOW TO FIGHT THE
SOCIAL ISOLATION OF
CORONAVIRUS

Travel bans and
recommendations to avoid
nonessential air travel may mean
that distant family members may
not be able to connect in person
while the COVID-19 outbreak is

still ongoing.
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Here are some things to keep
in mind to reduce the threat of
social isolation and loneliness as
the pandemic continues:

1. Social isolation and loneliness
are serious health issues

2. Plan and connect

3. Make a list of organizations
that can help

4. Remember pets (their value
and their needs)

5. Know who's most at risk for
social isolation and loneliness

COVID-19 DEMANDS
ATTENTION TO MENTAL
HEALTH

It's completely normal to feel
sadness, anxiety, and stress
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Common signs of distress
include feelings of hopelessness
or fear, changes in eating and/
or sleeping patterns, difficulty
concentrating, and physical
symptoms such as headaches
and stomach problems.

Taking care of your emotional
health during the COVID-19
pandemic will help you plan
clearly and protect yourself

and your family. Here are some
actions that can help ease
depressive symptoms during this
stressful time:

* Limit news consumption and
stick with trusted information

e Connect across distance
e Exercise regularly

¢ Practice mindfulness and
meditation

e Consider telehealth

AARP has been working to
promote the health and well-
being of older Americans for
more than sixty years. During
this pandemic, AARP is providing
information and resources to
help the AAPI community and
those caring for them to protect
themselves from the virus and
prevent it from spreading to
others.

For more information and
resources about COVID-19,
please visit
aarp.org/coronavirus
or simply scan the QR code
below to follow AARP’s AAPI
Facebook page.

leave us a comment
to let us know what
you'd like to learn

more about! N

AARP

Real Possibilities
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3 It's not too late to make your year-end gift!

56

Whether it's 1929, 2020, or years from now, the JACL
and PC promise to stay the course for our mission:

To secure and safeguard the civil rights of AAPIs and

ALL communities who face injustice.

WE WILL NEVER CONCEDE! Our resiliency and
pledge for justice are the blocks on which our

organization has been built and why we will move

into the next year stronger, together.

WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE WON'T LET YOU DOWN! 99

- David Inoue & Allison Haramoto
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PLEASE MAKE A GIFT TO THE JAGL AND PAGIFIC GITIZEN TODAY:

Mail checks to "JACL" (memo: holiday campaign):
P.O. Box 45397. San Francisco, CA 94145-0397

4 <

Online gifts:

www.jacl.org/donate or email mbr@jacl.org

ff\
&/

By Phone:
Cell: 773-816-1318  Oftice Voicemail: 415-921-5225 x25
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Strength and stability
that powers your dreams

Tomorrow’s success is built by today’s effort. Like making a house a home. That’s why we
work hard each day to create financial power through conservative, responsible banking.
Every mortgage option we offer, every account we open, and every wealth transfer solution
we provide, demonstrates this commitment. We provide strong, stable services that help our
customers and communities prosper. Now, and into a brighter tomorrow.

Union Bank® is a member of Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group (MUFG), one of the world’s leading
financial groups. We have specialized bankers with strong financial and wealth management
expertise ready to help you plan your future.

unionbank.com/japanese ¥ [Fi in|

Northern California

Arques Avenue - Sunnyvale Fashion Fair Japan Center - SF Palo Alto South San Francisco Main
408-245-8446 559-226-1740 415-202-0371 650-941-2000 415-765-3434

San Jose Japantown San Mateo Sunnyvale West Fresno

408-279-7442 650-342-9411 408-738-5351 559-233-0591

Southern California

Gardena Irvine Little Tokyo Los Angeles Main Montebello
310-354-4705 949-250-0581 213-972-5510 213-236-7700 323-726-1813
Orange County Airport South Gardena Torrance Upland West Los Angeles
949-225-4320 310-532-5522 310-373-8192 909-942-2105 310-391-0678

Pacific Northwest

Bellevue Portland Seattle 5th & University
425-453-0302 503-225-3636 206-554-2363

| UnionBank'

A member of MUFG, a global financial group

@ ©2020 MUFG Union Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

EQUAL HOUSING

ENDER Union Bank is a registered trademark and brand name of MUFG Union Bank, N.A. Visit us at unionbank.com/japanese
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