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Ventura County
Season’s Greetings
KEITH and SHARON

HARADA

eeee

Peace, J! , and Love
in 2022

Happy Holidays from Tamai Family Farms!
Tamai Family Farms www.tamaifamilyfarms.com
Follow us on IG and FB @TamaiFamilyFarms

Season’s Greetings
Ben Wada

Mele Kalikimaka

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Ventura County
JACL web site

The Miyasaka Family

www.vcjacl.org

Happy New Year
The Kujiraoka’s

Scott, Yasuko, Kevin, and Keith

Joanie Miyashiro-Brennan
1958 - 2015
We miss our loving sister, aunt
and great aunt!
Mark and Anne ChilcoC & Family
Aloha ‘Oe UnIl We Meet Again
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Ventura County
Nathan, Tanya,
Abby, and Mika
Inouye

Eden Township
Happy Holidays!

Holiday Best Wishes

Eric, Laura,
Kira and Jordan

DEARDORFF

Inouye

Wishing you a peaceful
2022

Robbin Kawabata &
Carl S. Gutekunst and family

Happy Holidays

Gary and Judy
Oda

Glen and Georgene

1538 Gibbons Drive
Alameda, CA 94501

Justin, Jake, Jessica, Joshua,
Ian, EmmaJean, Alice

Happy Holidays From
Eden Township JACL!
Stay Safe and
Healthy!

Happy Holidays

May
YAMAOKA

El Cerrito, CA
Happy Holidays!
Janet, Allison & Christian
Mitobe
season’s greetings!

Digger, Agnes
& Rik

Sasaki
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Happy New Year!

Portland
Happy Holidays!

Happy Holidays and Best

Bob & Racheal
Inouye

wishes for the New Year!

10655 NW Flotoma Dr.
Portland, OR 97229

Yamamoto & Family

Ralph & Jean

Happy Holidays!

Herb & Etsuko
Osaki
12340 NE Hassalo St
Portland, OR 97230

Happy Holidays!

Kirk, Judi & Zoe
Tambara
1205 NE 158th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98684

Happy Holidays!

Happy Holidays!
Jean Matsumoto
1300 NE 16th Av #349
Portland, OR 97232

Ann, Scott, &
Mika Jane Winner
5722 N. Omaha Ave
Portland, OR 97217

Happy Holidays!
Kurtis & Candace

Inouye

Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

Happy Holidays
Dr. Shoun/Grace
ISHIKAWA

Connie Masuoka
1316 SW Curry St
Portland, OR 97239

2842 SW Plum Circle
Portland, OR 97219
Happy Holidays!

Jim & Amy

TSUGAWA
Happy Holidays!

Rich & Yoko
Iwasaki
40 SW 147th Pl
Beaverton, OR 97006
Akemashite Omedeto

Chip Larouche &
Setsy Sadamoto
Larouche
Happy Valley, Oregon

Best wishes for the Holidays
and
Happy New Year
Thank you for your acts of
kindness and caring
Gokurosama
The Masuoka family

411 NW Flanders St.
Portland, OR 97209
(503) 224-1458
Museum hours:
Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
BY RESERVATION ONLY
Call 503-224-1458 for reservations

www.jamo.org

Season’s
s Greetings and Happy New Year from Portland JACL
2021 Board Members
Sachi Kaneko
Chris Lee
Connie Masuoka
Amanda Shannahan
Heidi Tolentino
Marleen Ikeda Wallingford
Rich Iwasaki (Advisory Board Member)

Setsy Sadamoto Larouche
Jeff Matsumoto
Lynn Fuchigami Parks
Jillian Toda-Currie
Spencer Uemura
Jenny Yamada

Millennium Club Members

Ace & Alice Hiromura

Wynn & Traci Kiyama

Chip & Setsy Larouche

Life Members
Loen Dozono
Sho Dozono
Rich Iwasaki
Lily Kageyama
Setsy Sadamoto Larouche
Ken, Tomoko Ono
Masuko Oyama
June Arima Schumann
Calvin Tanabe
Linda Tamura
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Kay Endo
Jim Kamikawa
Jean Matsumoto
Larry Richardson
Marilyn Sholian
Jim Tsugawa

Tom Fujii
James Kennedy
Sam Naito
Kelly Saito
Robert Suzuki
Linda Tanaka

Toshio Inahara
Chip Larouche
Verne Naito
Edwin Sasaki
Fran Toyooka
Gary Terusaki

Kurtis Inouye
Connie Masuoka
James Nakadate
Melisa Takasumi
Gregg Takashima
Homer Yasui

PACIFIC CITIZEN LETTER from the EDITOR

EXECUTIVE EDITOR:
ALLISON HARAMOTO
SENIOR EDITOR, DIGITAL &
SOCIAL MEDIA:
GEORGE T. JOHNSTON
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ast year as I wrote my welcome letter, I hoped that the hardships we had to
endure during the pandemic would soon come to an end, making that moment
in time a distant memory for us all.
Fast-forward to 2021, and unfortunately, we’re still trying to gain the upperhand
on the novel coronavirus, continuing to fight with everything we’ve got thanks to
vaccines made possible by our fearless frontline workers and the steady resolve of
millions of Americans to band together as one community and not let the pandemic
spoil our spirit.
“The Spirit of Community” is this year’s Holiday Issue theme, and it simply
encompasses the heart of every individual to do their part to make our lives better for
S P E C I A L ho lid a y I S S U E
our own selves, our families, our friends and neighbors — our nation.
In addition to fighting Covid-19, the Asian American community saw many
highlights this year, including the new Go For Broke Forever Stamp honoring
our Nisei World War II heroes, support for HR 40, virtual events signifying Day of Remembrance and
numerous locallly organized health drives for bone marrow donors to help patients in need. But perhaps
most importantly, AAPIs rallied against the violent rise in hate crimes against them — attributed largely to the
pandemic — which led to the signing of the Covid-19 Hate Crimes Law by President Joe Biden in May.
JACL and its chapters played an integral role in the success of that bill and remain at the forefront in the fight for
justice, always advocating and voicing their support for the civil and human rights of all people.
It’s uplifting to see communities putting aside their differences to come together for the common goal of helping
others. Community spirit, which is constantly changing and evolving, compels us all to help wherever we can. In the
many difficult days ahead, we must rely on one another to rise up against adversity so that good can always prevail.
We at the Pacific Citizen vow to do our part to continue to help educate others. I’m so proud that “The Spirit of
Community” is alive and well as we head into 2022. Although the days ahead of us are fraught with uncertainties,
our united force ensures that we won’t have to go it alone. Strength in numbers. There’s no greater comfort than
knowing we’ve got each other.
PHOTO BY PICSART// DESIGN BY M.SAMONTE
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// DESTINED FOR GREATNESS
By George T. Johnston
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SERVICE
By Patti Hirahara

16 // FEEDING THE CREATIVE SOUL
By Connie Ho
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FROM DEFEATISM
TO HOPE
By David Inoue
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CULTURAL DIPLOMACY IN
THE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
By Rob Buscher
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38 //

DENSHO AT 25:
AN EVOLVING MISSION
By George T. Johnston

53 //

40 //

BRINGING THE SPIRIT OF
MUSIC TO OUR COMMUNITY
By Patti Hirahara

55 //
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THE NY/SC: LOOKING
FORWARD TO THE FUTURE
By NY/SC

56 //

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND:
NIDOTO NAI YONI
By Kara Chu
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59 // BECOMING MULTICULTURAL

NOT-SO-QUIET AMERICANS
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By Gil Asakawa
BOOK REVIEW: ‘WHEN CAN
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By Don DeNevi
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By Eric Langowski
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NOW AND BEYOND
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By Judd Matsunaga
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Chicago
Happy
Holidays
Karen & Rick Okabe
Salt Lake City, Utah

Wishing everyone health & happiness
in the New Year

Happy Holidays
Tad & Takako
TANAKA
Stanley
TANAKA
George & Joyce
POTAMITES

Happy Holidays to Everyone
from

Clay Cerny
Resume Writing
& Career Coaching
7739078660

Joy, Health & Harmony

Lisa Sloan

Judy Tanaka & Cary Wong

Wilmette, IL

Happy
Holidays
to all

Serving the greater Chicagoland community since 1946.
Spanning Generations and Bridging Cultures through:
• aging adult social services • cultural classes
• archives & collections
• wellness programs
• community heritage & cultural events
Chief Executive Officer – Michael Takada
Board President – Stacy Uchida Brown
4427 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60640 • 773.275.0097
www.jasc-chicago.org
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From a Friend in

Chicago

Chicago

SEASON’S GREETINGS
From the Members of

Chicago Nisei Post 1183
The American Legion

Mary Doi and Jac Cerney
Evanston, Illinois

To a Healthy 2022
from

Richard and Kathy
Yamada

Happy and
Healthy 2022
Chicago Japanese
American Historical
Society

Happy Holidays from the
HIDAKA FAMILY
Jeff and Sharon, WA
Remy and Brennan, VA
Warren, WA

Wishing you a healthy 2022

Lynn Oda

Greetings from Livermore, CA
Ryan and Lynn Harada Murashige
and Ayden
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MAUI WOWIE: ‘SHANG-CHI’
DIRECTOR WAS DESTIN-ED
FOR GREATNESS

(clockwise)
Destin Daniel
Cretton, director
of 2021’s highest-grossing film,
“Shang-Chi,”
rose steadily
throughout Hollywood’s ranks before earning the
opportunity to
direct the Marvel
property.

Hawaii’s Destin Daniel
Cretton directed 2021’s

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF
DESTIN DANIEL CRETTON

top moneymaker —
and the 442nd story is

The Origins of
SHANG-CHI

his future focus.
By George Toshio Johnston,
Senior Editor, Digital and Social Media

W

I

f you had never before heard of
the titular character portrayed in
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings” until its Sept. 3 release,
don’t fret: Not so long ago, even the
movie’s director hadn’t a clue about
the Marvel Cinematic Universe’s first
Asian American superhero.
“I had no knowledge of Shang-Chi,” Destin Daniel Cretton told the Pacific Citizen,
harkening to his childhood, adding that his
mother prohibited anything that had even
a hint of violence in it. “The only comics
that were allowed in our house were, like,
the Archie Comics.”
That was years before America’s Favorite
Teenager, his pals and their milieu would
mutate into a naughtier incarnation in the
form of the CW series “Riverdale.”
“I probably would not have been able
to watch that show. I mean, I wouldn’t
be able to watch any of the movies that
I make,” Cretton laughed.
And just who is this Destin Daniel
Cretton?
Well, you may want to commit his name
to your memory because in the months
and years ahead, you’ll be hearing much,
much more about the second among the
six Cretton siblings born to Daniel and
Janice Harue (née Tajiri) Cretton. Destin
was preceded by brother Denim, followed
by sister Joy, fraternal twins Brook and
Spring and the clan’s youngest, Merrily.
Now, having directed 2021’s highest-grossing motion picture, with a cumulative domestic total north of $224.5
million, not to mention the top-grossing
Marvel movie of the year (sorry, “Black
Widow” and “Eternals”), Cretton is now a

newly minted member of Hollywood’s
A-List Directors Club. (Note: “ShangChi and the Legend of the Ten Rings”
is streaming on the Disney+ service.)
Ahead of him lies a slate of projects
that includes, among many others, an
adaptation of Daniel James Brown’s
“Facing the Mountain” (see the May
7-21, 2021, issue of the Pacific Citizen),
which represents Hollywood’s first
attempt since 1951’s “Go for Broke!”
to convey to a wide audience the story
of World War II’s legendary — but still
largely unknown to the masses — true
story of 100th Battalion/442nd Regimental
Combat Team, whose troops were primarily Nisei from the territory of Hawaii and
America’s mainland concentration camps
that incarcerated ethnic Japanese.
Although “Shang-Chi” truly represents
Cretton’s mainstream breakthrough, the
43-year-old, who was born and raised on
the Hawaiian island of Maui, is no overnight sensation.
His is a career that has been on an upward trajectory dating back to before
2013’s well-regarded “Short Term 12.”
The drama about social workers who care
for troubled teens at a group home was not
only a personal triumph for Cretton — a
22-minute-long shorter version of it was his
thesis project at San Diego State University,
and in 2009, it won the Jury Prize in Short
Destin Daniel Cretton won the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences’
Nicholl Fellowship
in Screenwriting in
2010. Pictured (from
left) are Cretton, Andrew Lanham, Cinthea Stahl, Micah
Ranum and Marvin
Krueger.
PHOTO: ACADEMY OF MOTION
PICTURE ARTS AND SCIENCES/
COPYRIGHT 2010
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Filmmaking at the Sundance Film Festival — it was a breakthrough role for Brie
Larson, who would win an Oscar in 2015
for “Room.” Its stellar cast also included
Rami Malek, who would himself win an
Oscar in 2019 for “Bohemian Rhapsody.”
A future Cretton project pushed his
profile even higher: the 2019 civil rightsthemed drama “Just Mercy” was yet another well-regarded movie in his growing
filmography.
But Hawaii to Hollywood? It does seem
somewhat improbable. Maui is not Honolulu, much less New York, Chicago or
Los Angeles, and no shade intended on
his alma mater — but SDSU’s School of
Theatre, Television and Film doesn’t have
the name recognition of the programs at
USC, UCLA or NYU.
Translation: Cretton’s success is proof
that hard work, vision and talent matter
more than one’s credentials.
“It would be a very long and wind-y
story to tell you how I got to where I am
today,” Cretton laughed. “It was just one
foot in front of the other, taking steps toward something that I loved.” It probably
doesn’t hurt, however, that he “fell in love
with making movies” at age 11.
“It wasn’t like a career that I was chasing by any means,” Cretton said, thinking
back to his childhood. “But it was always a
form of expression. It was always a hobby
of mine.” Although he didn’t know it at
the time, he was, as a youngster, actually
training himself for what he would do later
in life. But before that, he would need to
exit paradise.

hen Marvel Comics introduced the character of
Shang-Chi in 1973, American pop culture had just encountered a
seismic event caused by the blockbuster
movie “Enter the Dragon” and its star,
the late Bruce Lee.
Although Lee had already gained
some fame in the U.S. as the Kato
character from TV’s late-1960s “Green
Hornet” show, and his subsequent
Hong Kong movies that had an underground following here (and huge
success across Asia), “Enter the Dragon” released the floodgates that would
become the kung fu craze.
ABC’s “Kung Fu,” which debuted
in 1972, owed a direct debt to Lee,
who taught Hollywood notables his
brand of kung fu. Then there was
one-hit wonder Carl Douglas’ pop
single “Kung Fu Fighting,” complete
with a line about “funky Chinamen.”
Saturday morning cartoons would
get “Hong Kong Phooey.” That there
would also be a kung fu comic book
and a character like Shang-Chi was,
as Thanos would himself say decades
later, “inevitable.”
But there were problems. Just as
Hollywood movies were lousy with
Yellowface roles to depict Asians,
American comic books had their own
horrid history when depicting Asians.
During World War II, Japanese people
in comic books were depicted as rats
and monkeys or rat-human hybrids.

The character of Shang-Chi
is far removed from how
another Chinese character,
“Chop Chop,” was depicted
in the “Blackhawk” comics,
which began in 1941.

I N - D E PTH

Chinese people — supposedly
America’s allies at the time —
didn’t fare much better. “Chop Chop,”
a comic relief character in the “Blackhawk” comic series, was short, fat,
dimwitted and bucktoothed, as well as
unable to speak anything but broken
English. (Did he carry a meat cleaver
for a weapon? Of course. He was the
team’s cook, after all.) Then there was
the “Terry and the Pirates” comic strip,
which introduced the Dragon Lady,
the distaff Asian stereotype.
Shang-Chi the comic book character
originally appeared in “Special Marvel
Edition” No. 15 before getting his
own book. He was created by Steve
Englehart and Jim Starlin. Marvel at
the time had licensed the characters
created by writer Sax Rohmer, who
created Fu Manchu, the ur-Yellow
Peril pop culture evil genius stereotype
that begat Ming the Merciless (“Flash
Gordon”), the Mandarin (“Iron Man”
comics), Dr. Zin (“Jonny Quest”),
James Bond’s Dr. No and Marvel
Comics’ Yellow Claw character, to
name a few.
So, it was only natural that ShangChi would be — no joke — the SON of
Fu Manchu. He joined Rohmer-created
character Sir Denis Nayland Smith in
the quest to hunt down his evil genius
pop, using his kung fu skills for good.
The standalone Shang-Chi comic titles
would eventually disappear, only to
be revived (with the necessary renovations) thanks to the singular success
of the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
The latter-day Shang-Chi is miles
removed his original comic book
version depiction. Gone is the red gi
and headband, along with the whole
Fu Manchu connection, the rights to
Rohmer’s noxious intellectual property
having expired years ago. (Thanks to
the movie, we also now know how to
properly pronounce the character’s
name: “Shang” doesn’t rhyme with
“hang” or “bang” — it rhymes with
“long” or “gong.” Kinda like Kay-toe
vs. Kah-toe.)
One can only speculate what the man
who got the kung fu craze freight train
rolling would think about the success
of “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings.” Hopefully, he’d nod in
approval, for if anyone could claim
to be the real father of Shang-Chi, it
would have to be Lee Jun Fan, aka
Bruce Lee.
— George Toshio Johnston

Shang Chi Comic cover

Behind-the-scenes shots of Destin Daniel Cretton directing the cast of “Shang-Chi” during
the film’s production, including stars Awkwafina (left) and Tony Chiu-Wai Leung. (Below) The
director is shown with additional cast members, including break-out star Simu Liu (center).

“I first went to MCC — Maui Community College — for two years, so I was on
Maui till I was 19,” Cretton said. “I didn’t
think I’d ever leave. But then all of my
friends were going to this small, private
university in San Diego called Point Loma
Nazarene University. I just went because I
still wanted to hang out with my friends.”
He applied and graduated from PLNU
in 2001, but he continued to make movies
“just for fun.” Later would come the film
program at SDSU — but another important stop in the road was what he called “a
semester abroad” at the LA Film Studies
Center.
Cretton said that experience was his “first
introduction to make shooting something
on film,” followed by “an internship at
Nickelodeon Movies on the Paramount lot.
We had very clear assignments. I would
be the writer and director on a project that
I would have to make and edit, and then
screen for my class and get critiqued. All
of that was very scary for me because I’d
never done that before. And I did feel very
out of my element being up in L.A., but,
it was also extremely gratifying. And that
was really where the spark hit me that this
was something that I wanted to just chase
after even more.”
Although known as a director, writing
is also central to Cretton’s moviemaking
skills — and “if it ain’t on the page, it ain’t
on the stage” is one of those Hollywood
maxims that is actually true.
Asked which skill he feels is stronger,
Cretton said, “It honestly is kind of hard
for me to separate the writing and the directing from each other because so much
of my writing process is me visualizing
how I’m going to direct something. And so,
by the time I’m on set directing, because
I’ve been in the pages so much and have
ingested it . . . I just kind of know exactly
where the camera should be and what to
tell the actors.”
Cretton recalled that one important
event came “at a bit of a low point” in his
career pursuits. Even though he had won
a prize at Sundance, his attempts to make
a feature-length version of “Short Term
12” were going nowhere.
“I was trying to get that feature film
made,” Cretton said, “and I was just getting a lot of rejections and was right at
the point where I was giving up on that
project because I just didn’t think it was
ever going to get any traction.”
Then fate — or the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, to be more
precise — intervened, in the form of its
Nicholl Fellowship, described on its website as a “global competition, which aims
to identify and encourage talented new
screenwriters.”
“The Nicholl Fellowship called and said
that I was a finalist,” Cretton recalled. He
then became one of 2010’s five winners,

which proved to be a timely confidence
boost to keep him pushing toward his goal
to have his vision become a reality. (It was
also how he met fellow Nicholl winner
Andrew Lanham, who with Cretton and
David Callaham, co-wrote “Shang-Chi’s”
screenplay.)
Up to that point, however, there was
nothing in Cretton’s filmography of intimate, emotional dramas that would augur
his entry into the bombastic, over-the-top,
CG spectacles of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe.
“I was in postproduction [on ‘Just Mercy’] when Marvel made the announcement
that they were looking for directors for
‘Shang-Chi,’” Cretton said.
A week or two earlier, ironically, in a
conversation with his agent, he had just
told him, “I have no interest in doing a
giant movie like a Marvel movie.” But
there was something about “Shang-Chi”
that piqued Cretton’s creative instincts.
“Something just got really excited inside
me,” he said. “I called my agent and asked
to try to set a meeting with Marvel, just to
get in the room and start talking about this
character. I never thought in a million years
that I would be the one directing the movie.
But the conversation just kept evolving
and evolving until I was pitching them a
story, and then I ended up getting the job.”
Then, of course, would come the hard
part: turning those ideas into a movie about
a relatively obscure 1970s comic book
character who was basically a recombination of the DNA of James Bond and Bruce
Lee — but in a bright red bell-bottomed
gi — and who was (no joke) the son of Fu
Manchu. Yes, that dude. Some changes
would be needed. (See sidebar.)
For and against the movie’s favor was
its timing. In 2018 came the unexpected
boxoffice and critical success of “Crazy
Rich Asians,” a big, mainstream studio
movie that not only starred Asian American
and Asian actors, but also doubly defied the
conventional wisdom by making Warner
Bros. Pictures a lot of money. (“ShangChi’s” cast actually included two “Crazy
Rich Asians” alumna in Awkwafina and
Michelle Yeoh.) Lightning could, in theory,
strike again.
The timing was, however, also grim,

thanks to the arrival of the novel coronavirus pandemic, which coincided with the
movie’s production. Cretton noted that he
returned to Hawaii after principal photography had been completed and was editing
“Shang-Chi” at his grandparents’ house
from January to March before returning
to L.A. to complete the movie.
As the deadly virus spread, seeing movies in crowded theaters not only became
ill-advised, the thought of doing so seemed
as smart as playing Russian Roulette with
five bullets in a six gun.
But, by September 2021, the status quo
had adjusted yet again, thanks to the rollout
of three different Covid-19 vaccines. The
timing was appearing to be right again.
People seemed more than ready to return to
theaters. But would the masses actually go
see a movie about an obscure martial arts
character, even if it was a Marvel movie?
Cretton, thinking back to where he was
mentally and emotionally the last couple
of weeks before his movie’s release, said,
“There’s a lot of questions and doubts and
hopes and fears anytime you’re releasing
a movie. When you’re releasing a movie
in a pandemic, then I think the doubts
and question marks are quite a bit more.
Nobody knew.”
Some of the doubts might have stemmed
from the fact that “Shang-Chi” was pushed
back from its originally announced release
date of February 2021, due to the pandemic. That was because the movie business
was dealing with great uncertainty about
whether the traditional theatrical release
model was still viable.
Warner Bros. Pictures, for instance,
for a time made all its movies available
simultaneously theatrically and via its
streaming platform, HBO Max. Disney,
meantime, shortened its theatrical window
and put, for example, its “Black Widow”
onto Disney + much earlier than it would
have normally.
Disney CEO Bob Chapek did indeed say
that the theatrical release of “Shang-Chi”
would be “an interesting experiment,”
which appears to have been misinterpreted by lead actor Simu Liu, who thought

›› See DIRECTOR on page 13
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Santa Barbara

PNWDC

Boise Valley

Have the Merriest of Holidays
and a Safe and Prosperous New Year
from the

Pacific Northwest
District Council
Officers

Chapter Presidents

Governor

Sheldon Arakaki

Alaska

Dennis Arashiro

Vice Governors

Suzanne Ishii-Reagan

Gresham-Troutdale

Terry Nishikawa

Marleen Ikeda Wallingford

Olympia

Bob Nakamura

Secretary

Vacant

Portland

Amanda Shannahan
Chris Lee

Treasurer

Chip Larouche

Puyallup Valley

Historian

Eileen Yamada Lamphere

Seattle

Stan Shikuma

Youth Reps

Mika Chan

Spokane

Ben Furukawa

Eileen Yamada Lamphere

Riverside
Happy Holidays
Gordon & Rei
Okabayashi
Have a magical
Holiday Season!
Dolly & Irene Ogata

Seasons
Greetings
Beverly Inaba

Happy Holidays !
Doug Urata and
Alice Roe
djurata@aol.com

Happy Holidays
Akio and Helen
Yoshikawa
Happy Holiday Wishes
Tim and Aki Caszatt
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Happy Holidays
And Be Safe
Kenny & Gina Kamoto
And family

Merry Christmas
Michiko Yoshimura,
James and Yoshie Butler

Dayton

MDC

Twin Cities

St. Louis

Cincinnati

Hoosier

Omaha
Happy Holidays
from

Omaha, Nebraska

Rudy & Carol Mudra
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Veteran Nori Uyematsu has been giving back to his
community for decades and is showing no signs of ever
slowing down.

By Patti Hirahara,
Contributor
(Above, from left) Cpl.
Uyematsu, during the
Korean War in 1951, at
Misawa Air Force Base in
Japan
Nori Uyematsu at the newly
dedicated Korean War
Memorial in Fullerton, Calif.
PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA

Cpl. Uyematsu at X Corp.
finding a rare Christmas tree
in November 1951.
(Bottom, from left)
Uyematsu presents a
remembrance plaque during
the dedication of the Kazuo
Masuda Memorial Japanese
Garden on June 7, 1977.
PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA

Michael and Nori Uyematsu
at the Field of Honor at
Eucalyptus Park in
Anaheim Hills, Calif.
Cpl. Uyematsu in 1951 in
Korea
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF
NORI UYEMATSU
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ori Uyematsu has een a amiliar ace in the outhern
Cali ornia apanese merican
community or many years.
eople usually see him with his orean ar U. . rmy veteran cap on and
when they see him
on the street in a
store or at a restaurant
they’ll usually
come over and say han you or your
service.” Uyematsu is surprised each time
this happens ut he is very appreciative
o their ind gesture to reali e what he did
or his country.
he Uyematsu amily was among the
more than 120 000 mericans o apanese
descent who were orci ly incarcerated
during orld ar
ollowing the issuance o
ecutive rder 90
y ran lin
. oosevelt on e . 19 19 2. orio
Uyematsu saw his li e orever changed at
11 years o age.
ter spending three years in a apanese
merican concentration camp in eart
Mountain yo. Uyematsu’s amily had
no home to return to ollowing the end o
and thus relocated to righam City
Utah in 19 . e went on to graduate
high school rom o lder igh chool
in righam City in 19 and decided to
enlist in the United tates rmy.
he U. . government was still dra ting
men rom
and so Uyematsu decided
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to oin and ulfill his military commitment.
hen he volunteered he ound out that
he re uired his parent’s approval to enlist
since he was only 1 years old. is ather
signed his enlistment orm immediately ut
his mother would not sign the orm until a
month e ore his 1 th irthday.
Uyematsu the oldest son o iro u and
hitsuyo Uyematsu was orn in Cupertino Cali . is immigrant parents were
oth rom iroshima apan and they
raised a amily o our children. ori is
a second-generation apanese merican
or isei and he is now one o the ew
surviving apanese merican veterans
who served in the orean ar.
he orean ar has ecome nown
as the orgotten ar ” where
00
merican soldiers were illed in action
while fighting to prevent the orth orean
Communist regime’s attempt to ta e over
outh orea. he conflict egan on une
2 19 0 and concluded on uly 2 19 .
Uyematsu recalls that resident ruman
authori ed en. ouglas Mac rthur to send
merican troops to orea to prevent the
orth orea Communist rmy ta eover.
the
00 men who lost their lives deending outh orea 2 o those soldiers
were apanese mericans.
o ficially ecame a mem er o the
United tates rmy on an. 19 9 ” he
continued. went through asic and advanced training in nti- ircra t rtillery
at ort liss in l aso e as. n pril o
19 0 was scheduled to go to inawa

apan ut with the invasion o
orth orea into outh orea
my trans er changed a ruptly. e
all oarded a ship li e herded cattle and
were shipped rom an rancisco to eattle ash.
rom eattle we flew to aneda irport
in o yo apan and were then trans erred
to Camp ra e where rmy replacement
personnel were given an M1 rifle and 0
cali er ammunitions ” Uyematsu continued.
hey sent us to a firing range and then
on to orea. was ortunate not to e sent
to orea due to my eing in the Military
ccupation ervice M
speciali ing in
nti- ircra t rtillery. was assigned to the
nti- ircra t rtillery el ropelled
guarding Misawa ir
orce ase in orthern apan. ue to this
assignment lost a portion o my hearing
or the rest o my li e.
uring my stay in apan was sent to
o ohama to go to school to study orward
o server training in uly o 19 0. hile
in o ohama saw mothers with small
children and apanese military survivors
dressed in white ro es with missing lim s
wearing apanese military caps all egging
or ood.
his was very sad to see as a 19-yearold and this scene did not impact me
until later in my li e. n uly o 19 1 our
unit oarded a anding hip ransport
and we were sent to orea landing at
nchon orea. e then settled to guard
impo ir ase. ter our arrival was
assigned to e an interviewer or the 21st
Military ntelligence ervice or M to
interrogate prisoners o war. was assigned
one month in ecem er o 19 1 to the
orean egiment’s 9th n antry ivision.
he war lasted or three years.
hen apanese mericans were called
to fight in the orean ar the mericans
o apanese ancestry served their country valiantly. hey did not want to ta e
away rom what the 100th 2 C did
in
ut they hoped they would still
e remem ered or their e orts. Many had
een evacuated during
and sent to
concentration camps yet they ought and
gave their lives to de end the reedom o
people that they never met ” Uyematsu
concluded.
e was decorated with 10 medals or
his service which are proudly displayed
in his home.

I N - D E PTH

›› DIRECTOR continued from page 9
The Uyematsu
Family.
Pictured are
(back row, from
left) Thomas,
Michael and
Ronald and
Rose and Nori
Uyematsu

‘I have a very simple view on the work that I do. I
look at each project as a way to work on something

that I love, to work on a story that I connect with.’

— Destin Daniel Cretton

PHOTO: COURTESY OF
NORI UYEMATSU

Kazuo Masuda
Middle School
teacher Dan
Weireter receives a framed
donation of the
Declaration of
Independence
from Nori
Uyematsu on
Dec. 7, 2021.
PHOTO: PATTI
HIRAHARA

Uyematsu returned to Utah and received
his honora le discharge rom the rmy
on uly 2 19 2. ven though he was
discharged rom the rmy his dedication
to remem ering his allen comrades and
eeping the orean ar veteran memory
alive is a mission he ollows to this day.
e oined the a uo Masuda
Memorial ost
0 in 19 2 and was post
commander or three terms rom 19 19 - and 199 -9 . e was also an adviser to the
ost
0 outh roup.
uring his tenure he helped dedicate
the a uo Masuda Memorial apanese
arden at the a uo Masuda Middle
chool in ountain alley Cali . on une
19 which was designed y landscape
contractor inya ira and donated y the
a uo Masuda
Memorial ost
0
to the school.
n 19 Uyematsu represented the a uo
Masuda Memorial
ost as a mem er
o the isei eterans Coordinating Council
and participated in all o its meetings until
the council dis anded.
n 199 the apanese merican orean
eterans organi ation was created and
Uyematsu was a charter oard mem er.
e is also a li e mem er o the isa led
merican eterans Chapter 100 the adao
Munemori merican egion ost 21 and
the apanese merican eterans ssn.
Uyematsu was also part o the Memorial
Committee or the apanese merican orean ar eterans Memorial which was
dedicated on May 2 199 at the apanese
merican Cultural and Community Center
in ittle o yo.
e also received a Certificate o ppreciation in 201 rom U. . ecretary o
e ense eon . anetta in recognition o
his honora le service during the orean
ar in de ense o democracy and reedom.
he certificate also states hrough your
selfless sacrifice the tide o communism on
the orean eninsula was halted and li erty
triumphed over tyranny. he epartment
o e ense and the people o merica and
orea are orever grate ul.”
n 201
ori was honored as a rd
isei ee apanese estival ioneer

and in 2019 his story was highlighted in
the City o naheim’s
m n merican apanese ncarceration in a ime
o ear” e hi ition at the MU
in
naheim Cali .
Uyematsu’s spirit o community does
not stop here. ver the years he has paid
mem erships and su scriptions or amily
and riends to eep apanese merican
entities afloat since he was concerned they
would ecome e tinct without support.
ow 90 years old Uyematsu will turn
91 in anuary and he still continues his
volunteer activism y attending events
and supporting pro ects as well as eing a
mem er o the alt a e City C chapter
to continue his ties to his Utah roots.
Uyematsu married a righam City Utah
girl ose u i awa on pril 1 19 in
os ngeles and together they raised three
oys: Michael onald and homas who
gave them 11 grandchildren eight girls and
three oys and two great-grandchildren
one oy and one girl as well as many
nieces and nephews. ose passed away
in 2020 they were married or years.
or many Uyematsu’s contri utions to
his community are not well nown since
he pre erred to wor in the shadows ut
his spirit o service will continue on with
the oundation he has set and his mission
will never end as long as he can continue to remind all to remem er what the
orean ar veterans did more than
years ago.
ach time loo at the o ituaries it
saddens me to see old riends such as r.
ac u imoto who was the first sian
merican to ecome the president o a
mainland U. . community college pass
away ” Uyematsu sad as he reflected on
the importance o giving ac and helping
others.
ur generation gave so much to our
country and to the apanese merican
community. My motto is ou must endure hardship to succeed ’ and will never
forget what their friendship meant to me
and the wonder ul times we shared through
the years.”
n

it was a reference not about it being one
o the pandemic-era’s first theater-only
tentpoles ut rather a comment on the
movie’s primarily sian cast. s it turned
out though iu’s tweet stating that
e
are not an e periment” may have actually
energi ed audiences to turn out.
e were really the guinea pigs or
isney. e were the first movie that they
were releasing e clusively . . . in theaters
during the pandemic ” Cretton said. nd
thin every ody was really ind o lown
away y the reaction to the movie. t was
a very pleasant surprise to see that people
responded to it as well as they did.”
n another note it’s also worth mentioning that there was another critically
acclaimed movie released in 2021 that
also not only was in the year’s list o op
10-grossing movies ut was also directed
y a man o apanese ancestry: M M’s o
ime to ie ” which to date has grossed
nearly 1 0 million domestically and was
directed y Cary o i u unaga.
’d e interested to now i that has ever
happened e ore in history ” said Cretton
who added
love Cary and love his
wor . ’m a huge an o his. eel very
very luc y to e coming out with a movie
li e this at the same time.”
o o fice success is something every
director needs to ac nowledge. Cretton
insists however it’s not his only yardstic
or success.
have a very simple view on the wor
that do. loo at each pro ect as a way to
wor on something that love to wor on
a story that connect with ” Cretton said.
do the est o that can and try to create
the est e perience that can during the
ma ing o the movie. try to do that with
the est team that can gather together.
nd in this case . . . the e perience could
not have een etter.
t was so e hilarating to wor really or
the first time with a crew and cast that were
very very close to me culturally who was
a le to share e periences o my childhood
growing up with a mom and grandma who
would coo miso soup and mochi and share
those unny anecdotes with my cast or
the first time and they would get it you
now. hat whole e perience o wor ing
with this incredi ly talented and diverse
crew was ust a very ulfilling e perience
or me. nd that’s what ta e away rom
this movie. verything else rom the point
that the movie is released is ust icing on
the ca e or me.”
lthough Cretton is still at wor toward
the end o the year the holiday season
means that he li e most is more ocused on
setting the stage or tac ling new pro ects
when 2022 arrives.
ight now we’re in prep on a show
that ’m directing some episodes or called
merican orn Chinese ’” said Cretton.
t’s ased on a graphic novel. t’s the same
title. nd that’s something that will e
released on isney ne t year elieve.”
Cretton will also e acing down adapt-

ing acing the Mountain” in the coming
months
and or his part he is very
e cited.
e actually ust rought on a writer
who is also apanese merican and who
actually has amily connections to the
- -2. nd we’re very e cited a out the
development process. hen read that
oo
saw the movie and the world the
way that it was descri ed.
he characters are so rich and une pected he continued. can’t wait to adapt it
and see it onscreen. do thin right now
we’re planning to do it as a show rather
than a movie ecause there’s ust so much
in there don’t really want to try to pac
it all into two hours.”
ith the undenia le success o hangChi” three years a ter the similar success o
Cra y ich sians ” does Cretton elieve
that the people in merica won’t pay to
see a movie with a primarily sian cast”
mindset has finally een ro en
do thin that will continue to e a attle
that we have or years to come. ut ut
do thin that every new movie that comes
out helps to get rid o that fiction ” Cretton
said. mean we grew up as apanese
mericans Chinese mericans orean
mericans and we’re watching white
people’s stories since the time we were
orn. nd we go to those movies. here’s
actually something really e citing to go
into a theater and see something about a
di erent culture.
am attracted to movies li e that. nd
do thin that ig loc uster movies can
really represent the cultures and aces o
our world and remind us that even though
we do have di erences there are shared
emotions shared amily onds that we all
share regardless o what our ac ground
is. nd that is to me what the power o
movies can do or people.”
n

Among estin aniel Cretton’s
next projects is an adaptation
of “Facing the Mountain,” a
story of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team.
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Silicon Valley

CCDC

Idaho Falls

Happy Holidays!
best wishes to stay healthy and safe

Clovis

Lodi

Detroit
SEASONS GREETINGS
AND

BEST WISHES FOR
2022

FROM

DETROIT CHAPTER JACL
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San Diego

Wisconsin

Seabrook

PSWDC

Snake River

New Mexico

PocatelloBlackfoot

On behalf of the
Seabrook JACL,
we extend our sincere
best wishes &
holiday greetings to the
Pacific Citizen and fellow JACL members.

May 2022 be a year filled with peace and prosperity
Happy New Year

EDC

Washington, D.C

Seattle

Happy Holidays!
Wishing you a safe & healthy
New Year!
from the JACL DC Chapter community
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Feeding the Creative Soul:

HOLIDAYS With
the ISHIBASHIS
Gerald, Brittany, Brianna and
Brooke Ishibashi continue to
blaze the entertainment trail
one step at a time.
By Connie Ho,
Contributor

‘T

he future belongs to the Creative Communicators.” These are the words that come to mind
in describing the Southern California-based
Ishibashi family, who has been involved in multiple facets of the entertainment industry in their community for years. The family patriarch, Gerald Ishibashi, and his
daughters, Brittany, Brianna and Brooke, have blazed trails
for artists of all stripes. At a young age, the girls could be
found performing in plays around town. The Pacific Citizen recently had the opportunity to speak with the Ishibashi
family on their various projects and initiatives, as well as
discuss the importance of family during this holiday season.

(Center photo, from left) Brittany, Brooke, Gerald and Brianna Ishibashi have performed throughout their community in various
aspects of the entertainment industry for years. They are all pictured here having fun as children to experiencing life moments from
graduation, weddings, holidays, work and giving back to their community — with entertainment playing a big part of the memories.
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GERALD ISHIBASHI
Gerald Ishibashi has been surrounded by music his whole life. He
has played with his musical heroes
and went on to form Stonebridge Entertainment, inspired by the meaning
and translation of the family name
Ishibashi (“stone bridge”). It was
through his company that he was able
to work on community events like
the Taste of Newport and discover
up-and-coming artists.
Growing up, his daughters had the
opportunity to attend concerts put on
by his company, and they could often
be found backstage visiting with different artists. They could also be spotted at the merchandise booth, helping
to sell CDs and memorabilia. They
didn’t realize at the time that they
were meeting heavyweights in the
music world such as musician Keiko
Matsui and singer Nancy Wilson; to
them, it seemed like a normal part of
childhood.
“We encouraged them to be creative,
whether that be as a writer, actor, poet,
artist, entrepreneur,” said Gerald
Ishibashi.
One rising musical group he met
was through his eldest daughter,
Brittany Ishibashi, who was known
at the time as Kara’s Flowers.
The group later changed its name to
Maroon Five and has since gone on
to become a global force in the music industry, winning multiple awards
and releasing chart-topping singles.
Gerald continues to stay active
in the music scene with the musical
group the Island Crooners, who have
been described as Bobby Darin and
Don Ho meet the Rat Pack. They
have outstanding harmonies and a
distinct performance style.

BRITTANY ISHIBASHI
Brittany Ishibashi grew up acting in plays when she was younger,
and it wasn’t until high school when
she realized it was something that
she could pursue professionally.
She has been seen in shows such
as Netflix’s “Grace and Frankie,”
CBS/Paramount+ “Hawaii Five-O,”
Hulu’s Marvel property “Runaways,”
NBC’s “This is Us,” USA’s “Political
Animals,” among others. Her family
has been a huge support system in
her career.
“I always come back to how grateful I am — not only have they been
supportive of me as an artist, but
they’re also artists themselves, and
it is comforting to have a shorthand
with them and a team that is behind
you and understands the ups and
downs,” said Brittany.
Her most recent role was the film
“Every Time a Bell Rings” on the
Hallmark Channel, and her dad recently flew with her to Mississippi to
spend time with her and her newborn
daughter during filming of the movie.

“He was amazing, and we look back
on that and how much we treasure
that time together,” said Brittany, who
noted that they landed in the Mississippi area on the eve of Hurricane Ida.
“My dad, my mom, my sisters, make
me feel safe in the best way possible.”
The story of “Every Time a Bell
Rings” centers on three sisters in their
hometown of Natchez who discover
that their late father planned one last
scavenger hunt for them to find the
family’s wishing bell, an annual holiday tradition. As they search for clues,
their bond is rekindled, leading them
to find hope and healing as a family.
She highlighted the trust she has
felt as a performer.
“My parents were great about providing a positive outlook, and they
still encourage us to just trust that and
follow our hearts, and if we listen to
our gut, we’ll be happy — and that’s
been true,” said Brittany.
Apart from different acting projects,
Brittany also leads her production
company, Mana Moments Prods. The
name of the company was inspired by
her family’s trips to Hawaii.
“When I thought about starting my
own pordouction company and what
I wanted to put out in the world, it
came down to making people feel
good and connecting with one another,” Brittany said. “Mana Moments is
about moments that touch your heart.”
Brittany spoke about the present
opportunity for storytellers.
“These days, there are so many platforms, so many ways to get your story
out there,” Brittany said. “It’s come
an incredibly long way. . . . I’m very
hopeful for all the stories being told
and the hunger and the desire that
people have to share different stories.”

BRIANNA ISHIBASHI
Brianna Ishibashi has narrated various roles, working with Deyan Audio
on books like “The Hole” by Hiroko
Oyamada, a story that explores eccentric characters in a rural landscape.
“It has been really nice getting started with audio books because it is such
a wonderful medium,” said Brianna.
The company’s newest book, “How
High We Go in the Dark” by Sequoia
Nagamatsu, will be released in January 2022. The novel spans continents,
centuries and even celestial bodies to
tell a story about the resilience of the
human spirit and the infinite capacity
to dream.
“It’s a beautiful book, and I can’t
wait for other people to read it,” said
Brianna.
She describes her process in preparing for recording sessions, including
preparing her voice to switch back
and forth during narration or conditioning it by limiting dairy or coffee
the day before.
One project that the three sisters
have been working on collaboratively is “Sisters Ishibashi,” which is in-

spired by their bond and familial relationship. They see it as a story about
immigrants and children of immigrants, but from an angle that hasn’t
been covered in the past.
“We’ve been having more Asian
stories told, and it’s really wonderful
that so many more are coming out,”
said Brianna. “We haven’t really had
a story that centers on an Asian American showbiz family, where the whole
family is in the arts and the parents
are also Americanized and fourth
generations.”
The show, while not completely
autobiographical, features a host of
characters with memorable stories
about living. The sisters have a host
of photos and videos that help them
visualize the experience of growing
up and hanging out at different performances.
One tradition the sisters have is
spending time together on Christmas, relaxing with mugs of hot cocoa
in front of the Christmas tree. The
tradition stems from the experience
when they were younger, waking up
early to open presents and then enjoying home cooking with dishes like
Christmas fried rice.
Apart from working on the “Sisters
Ishibashi” project, Brianna enjoys
putting pen to paper, flexing her skills
in writing TV and film scenes, short
stories and longer narratives in the
sci-fi/magical realism vein.

BROOKE ISHIBASHI
Brooke originated the role of Neary
in “Cambodian Rock Band” at the
South Coast Repertory, a professional theater company based in Costa
Mesa, Calif. She is also passionate
about exploring anti-racism, social
justice and transgenerational trauma.
Her grandparents were forcibly
incarcerated during World War II in
the Manzanar and Poston concentration camps. Her grandmother, Mary
Kageyama Nomura, is famously
known as the “Songbird of Manzanar,” while her grandfather, Shiro
Nomura, dedicated his later years to
curating the Manzanar exhibit at the
Eastern California Museum in nearby
Independence, Calif. When she was
younger, her family would make pilgrimages to Manzanar; her dad would
then record the stories that were told
to share the story with their community and other family members.
“We were lucky that our family was
very communicative about our family,” Brooke said. “We inherently understand the pain and trauma passed
down from generation to generation.”
Most recently, she performed at the
La Jolla Playhouse on the campus
of the University of California, San
Diego, in the production of “To the
Yellow House,” which was written by
Kimber Lee.
“Kimber wrote this tragic and inspiring story about this figure who is

incredibly resilient who keeps striving despite facing rejection,” said
Brooke. “It is about resiliency and
the strength of the human spirit . . . it
has been incredibly cathartic, and it’s
a beautiful story and ensemble.”
During the early days of the
Covid-19 pandemic, Brooke and a
group of friends were part of a movement to publicize the plight of those
in the arts to congressional staff and
lawmakers; the work is housed under
the Be An Arts Hero organization.
The group first launched its campaign in August 2020, looking to
get federal unemployment benefits
extended. A TV program with Ovation TV is in the works and will premiere in early 2022; the show will
include special guests and comedy
bits all centered around revitalizing
the economy in the creative industry.
With this movement, they hope to get
legislators to understand the economic contributions of the arts and culture
sector.
“The performing arts industry took
its cue from Broadway, and it was the
day that Broadway shutdown that it
was serious and a big deal, and this
affected every nook and cranny of the
arts sector,” Brooke said.
In addition, Brooke has been involved with #FairWageOnstage,
a grassroots movement of Actors’
Equity members separate from — but
working alongside and in support of
— the union to fight for higher wages
and stronger contracts.
“It’s interesting because I’ve always had a strong sense of equality
and fairness and justice since I was
a small child and being exposed to
what happened to my grandparents
and going to those pilgrimages and
reading up about the history and what
happened with communities,” said
Brooke. “My grandfather dedicated
so much of his life to keeping that
memory alive because he wanted to
make sure it didn’t happen again, and
it fueled me and prepared me to speak
out on any inequity that I see.”
Follow the Ishibashi family to
learn more about their upcoming
projects. Check out Amazon.com
for more details on audio books
featuring Brianna Ishibashi or @
BriannaIshibashi on Instagram for
any updates. For updates on Brittany Ishibashi, follow her on Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/
brittishibashi/), Facebook (https://
facebook.com/BrittIshibashi) and
Twitter
(https://twitter.com/brittishibashi). For updates on Brooke
Ishibashi and her work with Be
an Arts Hero and #FairWageOnstage, visit Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/BeAnArtsHero and
https://www.facebook.com/StageFairWage/). And follow Gerald
Ishibashi at https://www.instagram.
com/geraldishibashi/.
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Stockton
Holiday Greetings from
Janwyn & Jack Funamura
In honor of our grandchildren:
Theo; Namik & Mia;
Olivia, Maiya & Luca

Chairman: Jay Allen
Vice Chairman: Elizabeth Blanchard
Commissioners: Anthony Barkett,
Gary Christopherson, Michael Patrick Duffy,
Stephen Griffen and William Trezza
Port Director: Kirk DeJesus
Wishing you

Happy Holidays
Tad and Carolyn
Ishihara

Happy Holidays

Happy Holidays
Kimiko,Yumi
Mayko Horita
Leonard & Family
and family

Happy Holidays

Happy Holidays

from

The Nomura Family

Gordon, Dale &
Chance Mizuno

Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings
Yukiko Motoyoshi

gmail.com

Tad Shibata

Happy Holidays! Holiday Greeting’s
Craig I. Yoshikawa

Debbie Nakade

Enjoy the Holidays
Henry & Alice
Hirata

Happy Holidays
Kent, Gail & Kyle
Ishimaru

Happy Holidays!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
THE MATSUMOTOS

Happy Holidays
Koko Green & Family
Minden Nevada
Happy Holidays
Allan, Janice, Eric, Reiko
Takahashi

Happy New Year
Nancy E. Baba

Happy Holidays

Bob & Sally Tanaka

Stockton

Jim & Sumi
Kochi
Stockton, CA

Taiga, Trevor, Kimi, Paul,
Kristina and Stephanie

Season’s Greetings
ANDY’S
MOWER & SAW
TORO-SNAPPER-ECHO
Trimmers - Blowers
Lawn Mowers
SALES - SERVICE - PARTS
2377 Waterloo Rd
Robert Kishi
Stockton, CA 95205
(209) 465-2693
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Stockton

Happy Holidays
Keith & Christina
Yoshikawa

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
CLARK & JUDY
MIZUNO
TRACY, CA

Happy Holidays
From the Tsutsumis
Gary, Joyce
Alex & Kaitlyn

Happy New Year
Ryan, Amy,
Payton, Chloe and
Royce Whitmore

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
The Yagis
Frank & Hiro
Stockton, CA

Mele Kalikimaka!
Suellen U. & T.Ted
Yoneda & Family
Hau’oli Makahiki Hou!

Best Wishes for
the New Year
Nelson & Beverly
Nagai
Happy Holidays
Lee Kusumoto
Happy holidays from
our family to yours.

The Hoangs
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Contra Costa
Happy Holidays Happy Holidays

Happy Holidays
Dr. Ted & Pam
TANAKA

from

Olsgaard
Ruth Ichinaga Leanne
San Francisco, CA

Satoko
Nabeta

Season’s Greeting
from

Yoko Olsgaard &
John Pritchard
Holiday Greetings

Aiko Iseyama
El Cerrito, CA 94530

El Cerrito, CA 94530

Holiday Greetings
to all our friends...

Eiko Y. Matsuoka
El Cerrito, CA

Happy Holidays
Barbara & Harvey
Hayashida Family

Ruby, Joni and
Dana Hiramoto

Susan
Nishizaka

Season’s Greetings

Holiday
Greetings

Richmond, CA 94805

Richard Sekiguchi

Rena & Ed
Kumai

Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings

Yas, Margaret
and Kathy
AOKI

JOAN AOKI,
CURT KAWABATA
& STACEY

Season’s Greetings To all Our Friends

Season’s Greetings
Hisako Tashiro

El Cerrito, CA 94530

P.O. Box 87009,Vancouver, WA

Chris Yamashiro Amy Yamashiro
http://stores.ebay.com/richards-jewelry-and-gifts
PO Box 7067, Berkeley, CA 94707-0067
email@richardsjewelryandgifts.com

Happy Holidays

El Cerrito, CA 95430

Yoshiro and Julia
Tokiwa

Richard’s Jewelers (now an ebay store)

Holiday Greetings
to All Our Friends!

Greetings from

606 Hines Terrace
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Season’s Greetings

from
Erik & Ali Olsgaard
Pasadena, CA

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER

San Francisco,CA

Holiday Greetings

The Ninomiya Family

Mary Ann Furuichi
Berkeley, CA

412 Wood Glen Dr.
Richmond, CA. 94806

Season’s Greetings to All Our Friends...

BEN & FUMIKO TAKESHITA
RICHMOND, CA 94805

JIM & CARMEN OSHIMA

Greetings for the
Holidays

Season’s Greetings
Contra Costa JACL Board
2021

Yoko Olsgaard
Flora Ninomiya
Esther Takeuchi
Susan Nishizaka
Jim Oshima

PLEDGE THEIR
SUPPORT TO THE JACL!

Samia Husain
Mary Ann Furuichi
Kathy Aoki
Biansa Burke
Caroline Van Gundy

RICHMOND  SHIMADA
105

FRIENDSHIP COMMISSION
Peace and Good Will

May Hirose and Family
El Cerrito, California

SEASON’S GREETINGS

MIYO M.
URATSU
1253 SOUTH 58TH STREET
RICHMOND, CA 94804
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C O MM E NTA RY

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

FROM DEFEATISM TO HOPE
By David Inoue,
JACL Executive Director

T

his year I turned 50. Half a
century on this Earth — where
does that put me in context
of all that is happening and
has happened? The month before I was
born, Disneyworld opened in Orlando,
Fla. One of my early memories from
childhood was riding the Jules Verne
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”-themed
submarine ride. Almost exactly seven
months after I was born, workers from
the Nixon campaign were breaking into
the Democratic National Committee
Headquarters at the Watergate Hotel.
Seven months later, Roe v. Wade was
decided by the Supreme Court.
Now in my 50th year, the Disney ride no
longer exists, long ago decommissioned.
The Nixonian subversion of democracy
pales in comparison to the election denialism of former President Donald Trump
and his greatest supporter, MyPillow
President/Founder Michael Lindell.
The violent attacks on the Capitol on Jan.
6 are now lifted up as acts of patriotism
by members of the Republican party. And
we just saw the Supreme Court hear cases
that could change the course of women’s
rights with the elimination of the rights
guaranteed by the Roe v. Wade decision.
All this is set against the backdrop of
a worldwide pandemic that by the time
you are reading this, will have taken over
800,000 documented American lives. The
actual number is most certainly higher than
that. For context, 800,000 is more than
the population of Seattle, the 19th-largest
city by population, and we long ago blew
through the population numbers of Boston,
Denver and Washington, D.C.
Next on the list is San Francisco with
a population of 883,255. With our current mortality rates, we could reach that
number as soon as early to mid-February.
As a result, we are seeing reductions in
travel plans, reinforcement of masking
and distancing protocols to help stem
the spread of the new Covid variants in
the face of stagnant vaccination rates.
For parents of children under 12, this
has been especially discouraging as we
long awaited the opportunity to get our
children vaccinated and hopefully return
to normal with playdates and school
uninterrupted by quarantine for every

case in the class.
When the Covid pandemic began,
JACL was in the midst of our 2020 spring
Kakehashi trip with a group of Japanese
American college students in Japan just
as news of Covid was spreading across
the world and days before everything shut
down. Ours was one of the last Kakehashi
trips to happen.
ust this past week, we received final
notice that Kakehashi has been canceled
for 2022 as well. Nearly two years later,
we have failed both as a nation and a
global community to stem the spread of
Covid and bring a return to normalcy.
It is hard not to feel defeated at this point.
Yet, there have been some bright points.
In September, we successfully held our
JACL/OCA Leadership Summit in
Washington, D.C., with participants
traveling from as far away as Hawaii.
We required all participants to provide
proof of vaccination, a negative test within
72 hours prior to arrival and masking was
strictly enforced. While participants might
have felt run down and maybe even sick
at the end of the busy four days, no one
became sick with Covid.
Some of that is inevitably due to
luck, but we know that precautions
do help. Just a few weeks later, the
National Youth/Student Council held its
first in-person summit in nearly two years
in Los Angeles.
What we probably need to recognize
and accept is that our new normal is one
of vaccine checks and regular masking.
We cannot allow Covid to control our
lives, but we need to continue to take it
seriously and take the steps to mitigate
its spread. With the vaccines, they do
reduce the seriousness of symptoms
when infected.
At the beginning of the pandemic, we
thought masks were unnecessary, as masks
are typically worn by those who might
be infected to prevent spread to other
people. Then we learned that Covid could
be spread asymptomatically. We adapted
and changed our recommendations on
wearing a mask. We will need to continue
to adapt our responses to Covid as new
variants emerge, and we continue to return
to more normal activities.
A big part of our return to normal is a
necessary part of making JACL whole.
For many of us, we have now been through
a virtual National Convention that had the

benefit of engaging nearly
registered
participants, nearly double the usual
number of registrants.
But we also admittedly struggled with
the technology — the convention platform
faltering and the struggles of administering
the National Council sessions virtually.
Although we had opportunities for
people to engage with one another, both
during and after the Sayonara Gala, it
wasn’t the same. It wasn’t the same as
grabbing someone from a National Council session and stepping into the hallway
for a quick conversation. It wasn’t the
same as going to the hotel bar for drinks
after the Sayonara Gala. As we look
forward to 2022, we need to get back to
in-person events and the opportunity to
interact one-on-one with one another.
As challenging as this time has been
and the need to return to normal, I see
this most in our children and our youth.
Their academic and social experiences
have been almost entirely virtual the
past two years.
Our daughter ’s transition from
elementary school was done through
oom sessions, and her entire first year
with new classmates was done through
the computer screen. And for an 8- to
10-year-old boy, they want nothing more
than to get out and play with their friends,
something nearly impossible for the first
half of the pandemic.
We so often speak about the concept
of Kodomo no tame ni or “for the sake
of the children.” As our children have
made it through nearly a full semester
of school, there is also hope that we can
make the adjustments in our lives to do
the normal things in life safely.
And this is also where JACL is important
— to provide some of the civic structure
for our children as they grow up. Just as
they learn at school that they are part
of a bigger society, we also teach them
that in JACL. As Americans for a greater
America, JACL members have always
sought to engage with our communities.
Even as we enter a year of what will be
the 80th anniversary of the injustices laid
upon Japanese Americans during World
War II, we can use this year to highlight
the successes, the responses we made as a
community. Even as HR 40, the legislation
to establish a commission to study reparations for our Black brothers and sisters,
struggles in Congress, we can continue to

highlight that our community did receive
redress for what was done to us.
We need that same community mobilization today to respond to Covid, to
ensure that voting rights are ensured for
all Americans and that women’s rights are
not once again subjugated to the whims
of a majority of men.
The year 2020 saw unprecedented
diversity in newly elected members of
Congress, and this year, my hometown
of Cincinnati elected an Asian American
mayor for the first time. n a trend that
began shortly after President Trump took
office, we are seeing more women run
for public office at all levels.
Much of this starts within our organizations such as JACL — our engagement
with one another and conversations about
the importance of working toward making
a difference in our advocacy, as well as
also creating a better place for our children, letting them know they belong to
something bigger and demonstrating that
through our actions and activity.
Right now, our membership department
is running an end-of-year Otoshidama
campaign for you to gift a membership to
your loved ones, perhaps a child, grandchild or niece or nephew. In the past two
years, I have given my children each a
lifetime membership to JACL. It is an
investment in the work of the organization and also an investment in them, that
they will grow up a part of something
that is able to nurture their growth and
help them to understand their place as a
United States citizen and as a Japanese
American.
As I have made very clear, the problems
that existed when I was born still exist
today. Our kids will need to continue
to address the challenges of racism that
have existed going back to the founding
of our country.
One could easily feel that we are not
going anywhere, but we know better.
There may be setbacks, but ultimately,
we will continue to move forward as
we continue to bend the moral arc of
the universe both as the JACL and as
“one nation, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for ALL.”
David Inoue is executive director of the
JACL. He is based in the organization’s
Washington, D.C., office.
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San Jose

Best Wishes
for a Better 2022!
Sharon Uyeda
San Jose JACL

Sonoma County
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NCWNP

San Mateo

Arizona

New England

Philadelphia
2022
Puyallup Valley
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NATIONAL/COMMUNITY NEWS

A guard cat for
the shrine at
Yanaka Ginza

The National Park Service is updating the reconstructed Honor Roll listing WWII veterans with ties to the former Minidoka WRA site in Idaho.

NPS SEEKS TO UPDATE MINIDOKA NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

T

he National Park Service is updating the reconstructed Honor Roll
located at the front entrance of the
Minidoka National Historic Site.
If you are a WWII veteran who was unjustly incarcerated at Minidoka or if you
are a friend or relative of such a veteran,
the NPS would like to hear from you.
Veterans include those who served
in the 100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team, Military Intelligence Service,
Women’s Army Corps, Army Nurse
Corps and Cadet Nurse Corps. According to the Code of Federal Regulations,
. d,
service is defined as “ ec.
,
, through ec. ,
, inclusive.
f the veteran was in service on ec. ,
, continuous service before uly ,
1947, is considered [WWII] service.”
Only
veterans as defined above
who have direct ties to the Minidoka

concentration camp are eligible for
inclusion on the Minidoka Honor Roll.
This includes veterans who were themselves incarcerated at Minidoka and
those whose immediate family members
(including parents, grandparents, siblings,
children or a spouse) were incarcerated at
Minidoka.
From now until an. ,
, the
NPS is accepting applications to add
Minidoka WWII veterans onto the
Honor Roll if their names have not yet
been listed. The NPS is also accepting
applications to correct misspellings or
make changes to an existing name.
The Minidoka Honor Roll was originally built in
by apanese Americans who were incarcerated at the Minidoka concentration camp in Hunt, Idaho.
It served to recognize the Nisei who
enlisted for U.S. military service in

despite the anti- apanese racism
they faced. uring
, recognition
of the Honor Roll was not limited to
those who were incarcerated at Minidoka. Those who were serving and had
family incarcerated at Minidoka were also
recognized.
After Minidoka was closed in 1945
and deconstructed for farmsteads, the
original Honor Roll was lost.
In 2011, a replica was created in
partnership with the Friends of Minidoka
using historic images.
As a living interpretative exhibit, the
replica Honor Roll is periodically updated to include the names of Minidoka
WWII veterans who were not listed
on the
original. uring this
update, we hope to capture as many
new names as possible.
To apply, please contact the park

Keiro founders. Pictured (from left) are George Aratani, Edwin Hiroto, Kiyo Maruyama, James Mitsumori,
Gongoro Nakamura, Frank Omatsu and Fred Wada. (Not pictured: Joseph Shinoda)
PHOTO: COURTESY OF KEIRO

KEIRO CELEBRATES VIRTUAL KANREKI: 60TH CELEBRATION
LOS ANGELES — Keiro celebrated
its th anniversary with a virtual celebration highlighting the organization’s
history and vision for the future on Oct.
. The “ anreki” celebration honored
Keiro’s legacy — including its eight
founders George Aratani, Edwin Hiroto,
iyo Maruyama, ames Mitsumori, Gongoro Nakamura, Frank Omatsu, oseph
Shinoda and Fred Wada — and shared its
renewed focus on the next generation and
commitment to exploring a full spectrum
of options for baby boomers, the next
wave of older adults.
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oard hair ynn Miyamoto reflected
on Keiro’s rich history, one full of innovation and care for older adults. She also
elaborated on the organization’s journey
to becoming the beacon of senior living.
Miyamoto touched upon the many fond
memories of Keiro’s history and the challenges and learning opportunities the organization has experienced, including the
recent sale of the four former facilities.
“The board of directors and regrettably didn’t handle the sale well, and in
hindsight, realize we should have done
better,” Miyamoto shared. “Going for-
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ward, we are committed to better engaging the community and our stakeholders
in our future plans and decisions.”
In the years since, Keiro has sought input and advice from leaders and the community. Keiro conducted several focus
groups throughout Southern California
prior to the pandemic in order to hear
from baby boomers on how they want to
age. It also continues to seek ways to involve the community in future decisions.
Since the sale of the former facilities, eiro has transitioned to find multiple approaches to serving the commu-

rangers at the Minidoka National Historic Site for an emailed application form,
where applicants will be asked to provide
his/her contact information and basic
information about the Minidoka WWII
veteran. The completed form must be
submitted by an. ,
.
Appreciation and gratitude to the previous Minidoka NHS staff and Friends of
Minidoka for putting community at the
center of the visitor experience. Acknowledgment is also given to the community
veterans’ organizations helping to find
the resources needed to make this project
possible, in addition to the community
for the continuing interest and investment
in the Minidoka National Historic Site.
Finally, deepest gratitude to all of the
WWII veterans of all backgrounds whose
exceptional service should be recognized
for generations to come.
nity through grantmaking, partnerships,
events and educational programs.
In the virtual celebration (see tinyurl.
com/2p9ace99), Iyashi Care, a partnership with Providence, was featured,
highlighting its whole-person approach
to caring for older adults and their
families dealing with a serious health
condition.
Looking to the future, Gene S.
Kanamori, president and CEO, revealed
Keiro’s vision for the future and the community, including baby boomer- and millennial-focused programs.
“As the next wave of us baby boomers age and look to Keiro, the need for
a suite of services is important,” he said.
“ e are launching new caregiving
initiatives focusing on our children’s
generation, the millennials, who will
have to play a caregiving role for their
parents’ generation.”
anamori added, “ e are looking
to establish permanent roots in Little
Tokyo and are exploring all options to
serve the comprehensive needs of older
adults, including adult day programs, social services and possibly senior living
options. Innovative ideas like a health and
wellness campus have surfaced to meet
the future needs of our community.”
Kanamori said Keiro will continue its
existing partnerships with organizations
such as the Little Tokyo Service Center,
rovidence, apanese American ultural
and Community Center and others.

NATIONAL/COMMUNITY NEWS
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By P.C. Staff

J

ACSC held its Education Conference
“Stronger Together: Voices to Inspire,
Advocate and Educate” in Los Angeles on Oct. 30 that was sponsored by the

that helps us learn from each other.”
In addition, Burroughs presented a
special commendation to the Amache
Alliance for its tremendous achievements in 2021 to recognize Amache as a
National Park Service Site, thus ensuring
its future for generations to come.
Conference programming was di-

using her experience in talking about
her father’s story as the impetus to make
learning materials more readily available
to the public.
“I learned that there wasn’t a lot of information as I would have thought about

just incredible, [especially during] this

Consortium and hosted by the Japanese
There were some teaching materials out
American National Museum
there, but we felt that
with the support of the Aratani
it was important to
Foundation.
develop more of that,”
The conference, which was
Karen Korematsu realso live-streamed, was precalled. “Now we have
ceded on Oct. 29 by a limited
an education tool kit
in-person reception that showonline at the Korecased the current immersive
matsu Institute, and
it’s interesting with
virtual reality experience of “A
the pandemic. All of a
Life in Pieces: the Diary and
sudden, we have many
Letters of Stanley Hayami.”
The conversation featured
innovative ways to share the
voices of Heart Mountain, in
(Above) Karen Korematsu speaks about
addition to the other World War
the importance of educational materials
II incarceration sites. Particias a participant of the “Transformationpants included Dakota Russell,
al Approaches to Teaching Japanese
executive director of the Heart
American History (K-12)” discussion.
Mountain Wyoming Foundation,
Clement Hayami, JANM art director, and Judy Hayami. They were also
vided into three sessions
joined by actor Kurt Kanazawa, Emblemthat included the following
atic Group’s Nonny de la Pena and writer
programming: “TransformaSharon Yamato, who spoke about the
tional Approaches to Teaching
exhibit and how it was developed.
Japanese American History
Saturday’s schedule featured opening
(K-12),” “The Power of Dataremarks by members of the JACS ConDriven Historical Analysis,” “Advocacy in Action:
JANM CEO Ann Burroughs.
Making an Impact Through
“Our goal with the education conferLegislation,” “What’s Next:
ence in general is to provide a platform
Telling Japanese American
and a professional network for folks who
Stories Through Digital Arts,”
“Museum Openings and the
said Burroughs. “Today certainly prom“Advocacy in Action” panel participants included
Pandemic” and “Trials of
ises to be an inspiring day with rich op(clockwise from top left) Dan Sakura, Derek
Suspicion, Segregation and
portunities for learning and the exchange
Okubo, David Inoue, Mia Russell, Josina Morita,
Selective Service.”
of ideas.”
Floyd Mori and Tracey Coppola.
Karen Korematsu, founder
Added Doug Nelson, vice chair of the
of the Fred T. Korematsu
Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation:
Institute, participated in the
parents contacting us for help, we want
“We’ve created a growing network that re“Transformational Approaches to Teachaccess to your
ally does foster an exchange of ideas that is
ing” workshop, where she spoke about
curriculum. It’s available for both
creating opportunities like this conference
carrying on the mission of education,
educators, parents and students, and it’s

JANM Virtual Learning Coordinator
Nina Nakao also spoke about the importance of the Japanese American story
being relatable to everyone, even students
who are not of Japanese descent.
“I think for me, like the future looking
forward and what everyone’s been talking about is just that everyone wants to
learn about themselves and wants to see
themselves represented. . . . And even if
you’re not a Japanese American student,
most of the students that we teach are not.
They can see themselves in the stories of
Japanese American history, more broadly
stories of immigration, stories of injustice and racial discrimination and stories
broadly. Students of any background can
teaching.”
Other conference highlights included
discussion about Ethnic Studies, historical preservation, and the “Advocacy in
Action” panel featured, among others,
JACL Executive Director David Inoue
and former Executive Director/National
President Floyd Mori, who spoke about
the JACE Act to promote education and
program.
“Relationships and working with each
other is very, very important,” said Mori.
ourselves.”
Echoed Inoue, “This consortium that we
have here is how we do create that collaboration, that community within our community, to make sure that we are all working
together and for that same goal, for the
same purposes. So, stay engaged with the
consortium, and let’s all work together.”
As Burroughs summed up the day’s
agenda, she said, “I think today clearly
of this deeply committed community of
activists, practitioners and advocates, but
we also heard that we still have a lot more
work to do.”
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By Eric Langowski,
Contributor

I

ndiana University dedicated a
memorial and scholarship program
on Nov. 12 in recognition of the
12 Japanese Americans denied admission
to IU during World War II.
This act followed years of advocacy
by the JACL’s Hoosier Chapter, Asian
American leaders at IU and the support of
dozens of others at the university.
When I initially took on this project in
2018, it felt impossible. A gym on campus was named after the architect of IU’s
ban, and the 1942 decision by IU’s Trustees that “no Jap be admitted to Indiana
University” had stood unaddressed for
over 75 years.
Yet, with the support of Midwest
Japanese American leaders and the Asian
American community at IU behind me,
action still felt possible.
Previous student-led activism on
campus led to the creation of the Asian
Culture Center, where I worked during
my time at IU, and the Asian American Studies Department, both of which
were critical allies in arguing to the IU
administration that action was needed.
With these communities and a lot of
perseverance, we were able to accomplish an apology at a Midwestern school
that denied admission to Japanese Americans during WII, in contrast to West Coast
schools that issued retroactive diplomas
and apologies for enrolled students.
This distinction is important. Quoting

(left), whose mother,
Sumiko Itoi, was denied admission to
Indiana University, and Eric Langowski
PHOTO: LISA DOI

Eric Langowski is pictured with the new memorial on the campus of Indiana University. The text on the plaque reads: “This commemorative space is dedicated to the
Japanese American students who were wrongly denied admission to Indiana University between 1942 and 1945. Indiana University regrets its failure to meet the needs of
these students, for whom college would have meant freedom from prisons in which
they, together with 120,000 other Japanese Americans, were forcibly incarcerated.
The racial hatred that drove their unjust imprisonment is antithetical to the fundamental values of Indiana University, and this space is intended as a reminder of our
shared commitment to social justice and equity.”
PHOTO: PETER LANGOWSKI

from my remarks at the dedication ceremony:
“How can a university like IU, which
is trying to remember students who never
set foot on campus, properly acknowledge this history? For me, the dedication

because it provides a physical space on
campus that says, in their own ways, William Suyemoto, Robert Omata, Sumiko
Itoi, Richard H. Iwata, Tadashi Ochiai,
Richard Doi and Donald Yamashiro and at
on IU. The Masuji Miyakawa Scholar-

ship represents an ongoing commitment
to try and blunt the impact of any structural barriers to admission, like those that
Japanese Americans faced in World War
II, for present applicants to IU.
“Today, we look back 80 years, remember and promise not to forget.”
An important way to commemorate a
history of exclusion is creation. I believe
that IU has done that with this apology,
and I am proud to continue to support
similar work across the Midwest with the
Nisei College Redress Project.
More information can be found at
jaclchicago.org/programs/nisei-collegeredress-project.
Eric Langowski is the JACL Midwest District governor and past Midwest
youth representative.
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San Fernando Valley

Peace & Joy

Dr. Mark & Mrs. Loreen
Uyehara and Sarah
15989 Yarnell St., Sylmar, CA 91342

Peace & Joy

George & Barbara

Warmest Holiday Greetings

Nakatsu

Wally & May Arakawa

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Geri Shiraki
Moose Iwanaga
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San Fernando Valley
Health and Happiness
in the New Year.
Evie Shigekuni Mitarai
Happy Holidays
Yas & Nancy Gohata
Season s Greetings
Karl & Sandra Nobuyuki

Season’s Greetings

Hazel Isa
Season’s Greetings
HOLIDAY GREETINGS
Taro & Mary Ishimoto

Elaine & Gary
Saito
Happy Holidays
Remi, Paul, Cameron & Sofia

Scolari
Season’s Greetings!
MRS. JEAN TSUTSUI
Allan & Karin, Sean & Meme, Duane, Dawn
Megan, Myles & Maddox, Neil, Kelly, Ocean & Reef
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

Happy Holidays

Carol Taylor
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The Doctor Will See You Now
Tyler Paras
graduated from
medical school at
the University of
Pittsburgh. He is
now an orthopedic
surgery resident
at the University
of California, San
Diego Medical
Center.

Learning disabilities
don’t stand in the
way of Tyler Paras
achieving big
dreams. The secret
to his success
goes back for
generations.

(Below) Mary
great-grandmother,
in the 1950s

By Lynda Lin Grigsby,
Contributor

T

yler Paras should not
be successful.
His mother agrees.
Someone like her
son is not supposed to do well in
an educational system that prioritizes rigorous standardized testing.
Paras, 27, has several learning
disabilities, including dyslexia,
dysgraphia and auditory processing
disorder.
A learning disability diagnosis does not
imply an automatic life of suffering, but
it serves as a wake-up call for a kid with
big dreams.
“I knew nothing was going to come
easy,” said Paras. “So, I knew I just had
to work a little bit harder.”
On a late November day in his hometown
of Carpinteria, Calif., Paras smiles over
Zoom and asks to be called his name and
not his honorific — r. aras.
You see, he is a newly minted medical
doctor.
pecifically, he is an orthopedic surgery
resident at the University of California,
an iego Medical enter. On the Medical ollege Admission Test M AT , on
which someone with his learning disabilities should not do well, Paras scored in
the 99th percentile.
His journey from a kid with early speech
delays and learning

Kenji Mizota,
difficulties to the doctor he is today
can best be attributed to his selfidentified spirit of gamesmanship —
the ability to identify what he calls
his “slower processing system” to
do as well as other people.
Paras’ approach is extraordinarily
pragmatic, strategic and grounded in self-awareness. There is no
hint of self-pity or shame over his
learning disabilities. It is what it is,
he continually says.
A closer look reveals the roots of
his success — aras, who identifies as
Yonsei and Filipino American, stands
on the shoulders of survivors who lost
everything and rebuilt their lives, because
it was what it was.
He is the embodiment of the spirit of
a community that experienced trauma
and somehow digs deeper to plant seeds
for the next generations. And in his own

(Right) The Paras
family. Family
plays a large
success.

(Left) The Paras
brothers with their
grandparents,
Mamoru and Ruth
Yamaoka
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grandfather,
began
farming again
in the 1950s
after losing
everything
during WWII.

way, Paras is continuing this tradition by
helping other aspiring medical students
achieve success.
“It’s very important for Tyler to give
back,” said ebbie aras, his mom.
“He forged a path for himself and figured
out these ways that worked for him, and
he’s just hoping to give some help to anyone
who’s coming after him.”
FAMILY ROOTS AND LIFE HACKS
“I have a tight-knit family, especially
on my Japanese side,” said Paras.
His extended family lives within
three blocks of each other in Carpinteria, where his grandparents, Mamoru and Ruth Yamaoka, run a legacy
flower nursery business called amaoka Flowers. On Sundays, family
dinners serve as a time-honored
tradition and boisterous opportunities
to catch up and stay connected.
Paras’ success in the face of
adversity can be credited to two
generations of family members who
supported him.
One in seven Americans has some
type of learning disability, according
to the National Institutes of Health,
but the stigma endures especially in Asian
American school-age children who are
underdiagnosed and underserved.
yslexia primarily affects reading, while

dysgraphia affects writing. Paras also has
an auditory processing disorder, which is
a condition that affects a person’s ability
to understand what they hear. These conditions can impede learning but don’t show
or affect intelligence. In fact, most people
with learning disabilities have average or
above-average intelligence. Albert Einstein and Stephen Hawking were brilliant
thinkers with learning disabilities.
A person can often hide his or her learning
disabilities and go through life undiagnosed. By the time Paras entered college
at Westmont College in Santa Barbara,
Calif., his undergraduate research adviser
described his ability to achieve high grades
as effortless.
“He could use and synthesize information
in sort of creative higher-level ways,” said
r. ileen McMahon Mc uade, estmont
College associate dean of the faculty and
biology professor. “He knew how to compensate for his learning disabilities, and he
worked incredibly hard.”
aras worked with Mc uade for more
than two years. In a research lab one day,
he told his adviser that his path to success
has been far from effortless.
“He is open about the story, but also he
doesn’t lead with that,” said Mc uade.
“He doesn’t let it define him.”
Experts say the brain of someone with

I N - D E PTH

learning disabilities is simply wired
differently. Lately, there has been a
push to destigmatize the conditions by
referring to them as learning differences
over disabilities.
But for Paras, it is what it is.
“I do think that they are disabilities,”
he said, and naming them allows people
living with the conditions to receive the
support they need.
The challenges for Paras started early.
He did not speak many words until he
started speech therapy at 3 years old.
That’s when aras developed his first
life hack — he made up his own language.
“Boost,” young Paras would say, and
his parents knew he wanted water or juice.
When he started kindergarten, he could
not blend sounds. The hard “c” sound and
the “at” could not become the word cat.
To support her first-born son, ebbie
Paras trained in the best teaching method
for children with learning disabilities.
On weekends, she drove more than 100
miles to San Luis Obispo for the training,
which she applied at the kitchen table with
Paras after school.
“We didn’t know what the future held,
so I think all we could do was do our
best with what we had at the time,” said
ebbie aras.
This family mantra has persisted from
one generation to the next.
Paras comes from a long line of Japanese
American farmers, who toiled tirelessly
to tend the land. uring orld ar ,
his grandparents were incarcerated at
Rohwer, Jerome and Amache. Mamoru
and Ruth Yamaoka, who are longtime Santa
Barbara JACL members, often tell their
grandchildren they lived in horse stalls at
Santa Anita Racetrack during the war. They
lost everything in the mass incarceration
of Japanese Americans and still found a
way to rebuild.
Mamoru and Ruth Yamaoka, both 80
years old, still work at Yamaoka Flowers.
They represent one of the last vestiges of a
once-thriving apanese American farming
community. Their ethos and work ethics
float in the air and seep into the soil to
nurture the acres of lilies and dahlias that
sprout at Yamaoka Flowers. Paras soaked
up this message when he dug his toddler
hands in the soil as a kid running around
the farm with his younger brother, Jason.
So, your government betrayed you and
took away your dignity and livelihood.
What do you do? In the lived experiences
of Mamoru and Ruth Yamaoka and their
ssei parents, you rebuild, grow flowers
and scaffold the next generations.
SPIRIT OF GAMESMANSHIP
“I’m not like a superathletic specimen
or anything,” said Paras.
He tried every single sport, from fencing to water polo. Nothing stuck, so he
exercised the biggest muscle in his body
— his brain.
Chess is a game of strategic thinking.
His dad, avid aras, taught him how to
play at 4 years old.
“In chess, you’re always asking yourself,
‘What can I do in this situation to make
my plan work a little bit smoother?’” said
aras. “ o you know the end situation that
you’re working toward?”

He applies this spirit of gamesmanship
in everything he does — studying for the
MCATs, applying for a residency program
and finding the perfect sport for himself.
A good chess player studies, puts in the
work and analyzes, said Andrew Svehaug,
Paras’ former chess coach.
Paras has all those attributes. In 2005, his
parents started driving him from Carpinteria
to Los Angeles, where Svehaug lived, for
one-on-one chess lessons.
“I think that says a lot about the parents’
willingness to invest in their kids,” said
Svehaug, 35.
A year later, Paras competed in a
national chess competition at . High-level
competitive chess players train young, said
vehaug, who has taught preschool-age
children. To compete as a teenager made
Paras an outlier.
“I think that shows a lot of initiative,”
he said about his former student. “I think
it shows courage as well.”
By his account, Paras was once ranked
in the 98th percentile of players under
18 years old.
He was officially diagnosed with learning
disabilities in the seventh grade, the same
year he decided he wanted to become a
doctor. The diagnosis and the dream existed in a tension like one could not exist
with the other.
“I think it’s always been tough even without having the official diagnosis of always
being slower than my friends,” said Paras.
“I just had to develop this understanding
that it’s always going to be way harder for
me, but that it shouldn’t necessarily stop me
from doing the things that I want to do.”
So, Paras thought, what kind of
sport would be advantageous to someone

-foot- with self-described disproportionately large thighs?
Weightlifting, of course.
ebbie aras describes the weightlifting
singlet, the one-piece uniform that looks
like a cross between overalls and a turn-ofthe-century men’s bathing suit, as the “tiny
thing,” and marvels at her son’s dedication.
After all these years, he found a sport
that stuck.
OWNING HIS TRUTH AND
GIVING BACK
Putting broken bones together is like
chess, said Paras.
Medical residency programs are difficult.
They require high standardized test scores,
board exam results and the ability to polish
an audition at top hospitals. Candidates can
submit a list of places they want to go, but
there is no guarantee of being placed in
your desired location. A candidate could
put down New York as his or her first
choice and get assigned to New Mexico
for five years.
aras got his first choice — an iego.
n the competitive medical field, with
hundreds of excellent applicants with good
board scores and research experience,
there is little room for weakness, real or
perceived.
But, Paras wanted to own his truth.
“The special thing about me is that I have
learning disabilities, but I score really high
on standardized tests,” he said.
By simply telling his story, he helps destigmatize learning disabilities. He also started
a service to help aspiring doctors through
the rigors of applying to medical school.
He does it through social media, of
course, and T x talks about refining study
skills for standardized tests. On Instagram

and TikTok, Paras doles out advice as the
self-branded doctor who scored in the th
percentile on the MCATs. People submit
their questions, and he answers through
videos, often while washing his hands
dressed in surgical gear.
He has helped about 750 students with
questions about MCATs, said Paras.
“He’s just willing to help people overcome their challenges because he himself
has been through something difficult on
his journey to becoming a physician,” said
Saba Shalwani, 22, who Paras has advised.
“I always thought that, you know,
maybe he’s going to offer services free for
a while, then he would start charging,” said
Shalwani. “That’s usually what people do,
but he never did that.”
For Paras, helping other aspiring doctors
is a way to pay it forward. He has seen
this modeled for him by his parents and
his grandparents.
The WWII incarceration caused intergenerational trauma to the Japanese American
community. The effects vary as emotional
wounds are handed down from generation
to generation.
For Paras, the family experience has
fostered a sense of self-awareness.
Their great-grandparents and their grandparents went through hardship and worked
hard to allow the younger generations the
freedom they did not have.
Paras’ younger brother, Jason, is a
talented singer and musician.
Her sons don’t have to just go to work
and get jobs if that is not what they want
to do, said ebbie aras.
They can become doctors and musicians
who support others in the ever-growing
chain of humanity and beauty.

(Left) Tyler Paras
gives a TEDx talk
the process of
MCATs.
Tyler applies
the spirit of

sport to exercise
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San Fernando Valley
Happy Holidays!
from
Tom Doi
Marcia Mahony
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Kiyo, Hailey, Connor Fukumoto
and Kase Clark

San Fernando Valley

Season’s Greetings
Tom Ige
Nikkei Senior Gardens

Happy Holidays!
NIKKEI
SENIOR GARDENS
Assisted Living & Memory Care

9221 Arleta Avenue | Arleta, CA 91331 | 818.899.1000
NikkeiSeniorGardens.com
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SELANOCO

Holiday Greetings
from the

Matsubara Family

Watsonville-Santa Cruz
Best wishes for the Year of the Tiger
from
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL
President Marcia Hashimoto

Bonnie Chihara

1st Vice President Joe Bowes

Jeanette Otsuji Hager

2nd Vice President Norris Woodford

Mas Hashimoto

2021 Officers

Board Members

Secretary Cindy Hirokawa Mine

Carol Kaneko

Treasurer Victor Kimura

Kenny Kusumoto

Auditor Alan Uyematsu

Gary Mine
Sean Sheehan
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Cultural Diplomacy in the Spirit of Our Community:
SHOFUSO AND JAPANESE AMERICANS
Rekindling a special relationship so that
all generations will know its impact and
importance as we move forward together.
By Rob Buscher,
Contributor

W

hen I learned that this
year’s Holiday Issue
theme would be “The
Spirit of Community,”
I began thinking about how this concept
relates to the work that we do at JACL.
Our entire organization is based on the
legacy of the Nisei who laid the foundation for both our civil rights agenda
and preservation of Japanese American
history and culture.
As active JACL members, we are contributing to a story that began long before us and will hopefully continue on for
many more generations. With these topics in mind, this theme also helped me to
better understand the work I am currently doing at the Japan America Society of
Greater Philadelphia.
seeks to foster mutual curiosity, understanding and collaboration between Japan and Philadelphia. Like many Japan
America societies, its programs are a mix
between citizen-to-citizen diplomacy,
transnational business relationship building and cultural programs. Since merging
with Friends of the Japanese House and
Garden in 2017, JASGP also operates the
Shofuso Japanese House and Garden in
Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park, hosting

over 40,000 visitors annually.
In August 2021, I accepted a new
full-time position with JASGP to
oversee a two-year grant-funded project called “Reimagining Recovery.”
Funded by the Pew Center for Arts and
Heritage, the project’s main goals are
to re-establish Shofuso as a Japanese
American community site and engage
the predominantly Black neighborhood
residents of Parkside West Philadelphia,
where the house is located.
This position differs greatly from the
work I have done in the past in Japanese
American community spaces, in that the
staff of JASGP who operate the Shofuso site are predominantly white. In one
sense, ancestry is not a prerequisite for
cultural participation, especially given the distance than many of us from
the Sansei, Yonsei and Gosei generations have from our ancestral culture of
origin. That being said, there are certain
sensitivities that people from outside of
our community will never fully understand —for example, the extent to which
cultural stereotypes impact our lived
experiences as persons of Japanese
ancestry in the United States.
In the past year and a half since the
pandemic began and in the aftermath of
the George Floyd Uprising and ongoing
anti-Asian violence, there has been a lot
of soul searching within JASGP. The

Shofuso in the
winter
PHOTO: ELIZABETH
FELICELLA
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A new twoyear grant,
“Reimagining
Recovery,” seeks
to re-establish
Shofuso and its
garden as a
Japanese
American
community site
as well as engage
the Philadelphia
community in its
history.
PHOTOS : J. FUSCO (TOP)
AND SEAN MARSHALL LIN
(BOTTOM)

staff of JASGP acknowledged that the
organization needed to revisit the impact
its programs have on the lived experiences of the Japanese American community.
Granted, Japanese Americans are few
in the Philadelphia region (approximately 3,000 according to the latest census),
but our community is notably absent
from many of the cultural programs the
city offers. This may be in part due to the
disconnect that many multigenerational Japanese Americans feel from both
traditional and contemporary Japanese
culture. For those of us whose families
have assimilated to the extent that we no
longer speak Japanese at home, it can
sometimes be intimidating to walk into
Japanese cultural spaces without feeling
the imposter syndrome. Whatever the
reason, Japanese Americans are largely absent from the one physical site in
Philadelphia that is visibly Japanese.
The Reimagining Recovery project
was developed to address these issues
head-on through a series of staff trainings and implementation of a Diversity, Equity, Access and Inclusion plan.
This, in turn, will help JASGP’s staff
to adopt a more intentional approach to
engage both the Japanese American and
African American communities through
arts-based programming at the Shofuso site and elsewhere in the Parkside
neighborhood.
As I began my tenure with this orga-

about the history and culture of the Japanese American community. Having gone
through over 10 hours of training with
the entire staff of JASGP, I am pleased
at the level of nuanced dialogue and intentionality with which our team is now

approaching these topics. My hope is that
this newly gained perspective will help
shift some of JASGP’s programming to
be more inclusive of our local Japanese
American community, which in turn will
create a space for more Japanese Americans to be involved in this organization’s
work.
In many ways, Shofuso was created
as a physical embodiment of U.S.-Japan
relations during the postwar era. Just
eight years after the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the people and
government of Japan came together to
fund and build Shofuso.
Conceived by Japanese architect Junzo
Yoshimura, Shofuso was loosely based
on the 17th-century temple guest house
at Kojo-in and designed for an exhibit
at New York City’s Museum of Modern
Art. Although the exhibit series “House
in the Garden” that Shofuso exhibited in
was meant to focus on Modern architecture, Yoshimura successfully argued that
the utilitarian nature where form follows
function within the traditional Japanese
house met the contemporary Western
The house was built entirely using traditional construction methods in Nagoya
before being disassembled and shipped
to New York, where it was reconstructed
in the sculpture garden at MOMA.
In the two seasons that Shofuso was
exhibited in spring/summer 1954-55,
more than 220,000 visitors came to view
pact on normalizing U.S.-Japan relations
in the postwar era that New York’s Japan
Society (then under John D. Rockefeller
III’s leadership) decided to pay for Shofuso to be relocated to the current site in
Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park, where it

I N - D E PTH
remembers both Japanese Americans
and Shin-Issei working collaboratively
on cultural programs during that time.
“Michiko Bley was one of the many

(Right) The
Shofuso
veranda during
the fall with its
blooming red
maple trees
(Below) Paul
Uyehara and
Mary Yee on
the Shofuso
veranda

would be shown in perpetuity alongside
the park’s other historic houses.
This location was also chosen because
it was close to the former site of the
Japanese Pavilion at the 1876 Centennial
ence of Japanese cultural exchange in the
United States. Unfortunately, the city of
Philadelphia devoted few resources to
the upkeep of the site, and after several decades of deferred maintenance and
frequent acts of vandalism throughout
the 1970s, Shofuso fell into a state of
disrepair.
As I was onboarded into my new
role, I was surprised to learn that it was
actually JACL Philadelphia leadership
who helped to organize fundraising and
restoration efforts that brought the house
back to its present condition.
They did so by establishing a separate
Friends of the Japanese House and Garden (FJHG). In past FJHG board rosters,
I found the names of many Nisei leaders
including Louise Maehara, Hiroshi Uyehara, Mary Watanabe, Shigeko Kawano
and even Jack Ozawa — our founding chapter president in whose name
the JACL Philadelphia Scholarship is
named.
I have spent much of the past four
months learning about the leadership
role that our local JACL chapter played
in restoring and maintaining Shofuso,
and how it is that over time, our organizations and members have grown apart.

As the years went by, the JACL members who were the original people that
started it — they’ve all died. So, because
of that, we’ve lost that connection, and it
went more toward Japanese. You know,
it’s a Japanese house rather than Japanese American house, so I think that’s
why there wasn’t as much togetherness
there.”
Watanabe played a pivotal role in
fundraising for the restoration work,
having previously organized major fundraisers for Nisei Judge William Marutani’s re-election campaign in 1977. She
was also deeply invested in traditional

Japanese arts and culture.
Maebori continued, “I think it was
Mary Watanabe who really understood
Shofuso as a treasure, so she started this
group. She was very much in with the
arts community, she and her husband
Warren, their ukiyo-e collection went to
the museum, so they had a very strong
relationship with the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Her connections in that way
sort of came along with the show.”
Another Nisei leader Louise Maehara
was instrumental in organizing the cultural programs at Shofuso in the early
decades of FJHG. Maehara served on
the board for more than a decade from
1983-94 and made sure both her daughter, Miki Rotman, a grandson, Lucas, got
involved.
“When the Japanese roofers came to
repair the house, Louise cooked all their
meals from scratch. It was important to her
that they felt welcomed, and they appreciated the extra effort Japanese Americans
put to make them feel at home,” Miki
Rotman recalled.
Yonsei Lucas Rotman worked at Shofuso as a teenager in the late 1980s and

tour guides at the house. They had the
added duty of teaching non-Japanese
and us less knowledgeable JA’s about
the house and the culture. Michiko-san
was a lovely person and really spent so
much time teaching me about the house,
Japanese culture and tea ceremony. She
was like an aunt to me,” Luca Rotman
said.
Shin-Issei Taeko Shervin was also
deeply invested in sharing her culture
with generations of Japanese Americans and non-Japanese audiences as
a tea practitioner from the Urasenke
school. Now, her students continue the
tradition at regular intervals throughout
the season, practicing tea and hosting
public demonstrations out of Shofuso’s
tea house.
For many years, a major annual fundraising project for JACL Philadelphia
was the preparation and selling of bento
box lunches at the Summer Festival that
was held at Shofuso. Preparing the bento was a fun event that brought together
many of our members, their families and
friends in a celebration of Japanese culture. Birthdays, weddings and even memorial services were held for prominent
JACL members at the only physical site
Japanese American community space.
Outside of her work at Shofuso, Watanabe was instrumental alongside Hiroshi
Uyehara, Sumiko Kobayashi and several
other JACL Nisei leaders in helping to
organize the 1985 exhibit “The Japanese
American Experience” at the Balch Institute of Ethnic Studies.
At the same time, another Philadelphia
chapter member, Grayce Uyehara, was
leading JACL’s efforts in the Redress

Louise Maehara on her
100th birthday with her
daughter, Miki
Rotman, and
grandson, Lucas Rotman

Louise
Maehara
on Chilin 1995
(From left)
Louise
Maehara,
Michiko
Bley and a
friend at
Shofuso.

was the late Mary Watanabe. Watanabe
was an active member of JACL Philadelphia as were Reiko Gaspar, Hiroshi
Uyehara and Steve Yanai, all of whom
also served as president of FJHG from its
The only surviving member of the
original group who founded FJHG is
Sansei Teresa Maebori. A longtime
board member of the Philadelphia JACL
and past chapter president, Maebori
recalled, “It was very much a crossover in terms of JACL and the Friends,
but they were entirely different kinds of
organizations with a different mission.

(Above) The Uyehara family together at
Shofuso. Pictured (from left) are Oliva Yee,
Grayce Uyehara, Hiroshi Uyehara, Mary
Yee, Kaz Uyehara and Paul Uyehara
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE MAEHARA AND UYEHARA
FAMILIES
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Reconstructing “Japanese
House MOMA
41” in 1954
PHOTO: MICHAEL
ROUGIER

Movement through her role as executive director of the Legislative Education
Committee.
Based on the overlap of persons involved in each effort, the intent of the
Nisei generation in getting involved with
Shofuso becomes clear. I believe their
efforts to preserve and maintain Shofuso were an intentional way of sharing the traditional culture of Japan with
local Philadelphia audiences in a way
that would help dispel harmful stereotypes and misconceptions about our own
Japanese American community.
Throughout the history of Japanese diaspora in the United States and elsewhere,
rarely if ever have we been in control of
the narratives that are used to describe
our communities. From the beginning of
diplomatic relations with Japan, cultural
exchange has played a central role in the
ways that the general public has understood Japan and its people.
During the 1980s-90s when U.S.Japan trade war rhetoric was reigniting
anti-Japanese sentiments nationwide,
and especially in the aftermath of the
murder of Vincent Chin, how could the
Nisei involvement with Shofuso be read
mation from the Nisei themselves, I can
only speculate, but perhaps if these motivations had been made clearer to younger generations in the Japanese American
community, we would have maintained a
more direct role in Shofuso over the past
two decades.
Although some Japanese Americans
remain involved in the Urasenke and
Omotesenke tea schools, our community’s direct involvement in the daily oper-

ations at Shofuso was lost as engagement
with traditional Japanese cultural practice waned among the Sansei. In their
place came newer immigrant generations
of Shin-Nikkei and non-Japanese people who developed an appreciation for
the culture while working or studying in
Japan. These demographics were also reJASGP prior to its merger with FJHG.
JACL Philadelphia Chapter Board
Member Hiro Nishikawa offers his comments on the separate history of JASGP,
whose origins can be traced to the international business community.
“Half of the active members of JASGP
were white, and most of them had connections with businesses in Japan. Some
of them even knew how to speak Japanese because they’ve been there so often,
so there was an interesting mix of people white and Asian that constituted the
JASGP, but it was a business-focused
and business-centered organization,” Nishikawa said. “When they merged with
Shofuso a few years ago, I thought that
was a huge shift because when Shofuso
was established as a cultural organization, it was managed by Japanese Americans and Japanese expatriates. That focus shifted over time, but it was a cultural
organization and so very distinct from
it puzzling. I think the business part of
it was largely supported by people who
have a Japanese background, who came
to the U.S. on temporary job assignments
and then went back to Japan. Those
portion of JASGP.”
When JASGP was established in 1994,

Shipped in pieces from Japan, Shofuso is
reassembled for its exhibition at MOMA in 1954.
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Japanese
Americans at
Shofuso in this
photo taken
during the
1950s
,

there was still a lot on incoming investment from overseas Japanese corporations in the Greater Philadelphia region.
Although their membership was largely
Shin-Nikkei, some Nisei leaders were
decade of operation.
Grayce Uyehara served on the board
for several years starting in 1994. Her
son, Paul Uyehara, also served a brief
stint on the JASGP board in 1998 during
his term as JACL Philadelphia chapter
president.
He remembered: “I don’t recall any
discussion with Mom about her motivations for getting involved. It might have
been a networking angle, something she
was very aware of from the Legislative
Education Committee work where it was
so instrumental to lobbying. Also, the tie
to the consul, possible JACL membership recruitment (she was the chapter
membership chair at some points) and
corporate funding.”
One might also guess that having a
seat at the table where conversations
that might impact the Japanese American community were taking place also
played a factor in Grayce Uyehara’s
decision to join the board.
In the past three decades since the
Nikkei stock market crash in 1989, new
investment from Japan has slowed,
though Subaru of America headquarters are located in nearby Camden, N.J.,
along with a few local branches of overseas Japanese pharmaceutical companies
in the Philadelphia suburbs.
With less interest in Japanese business
programs and declining populations of
Shin-Nikkei immigrants, JASGP gradually shifted its focus toward cultural presentation from the mid-2000s onward.
Given the focus in that era on “Cool Japan” popular culture products like anime
and manga, this actually further alienated many Japanese Americans from
participating in JASGP’s cultural programming, which was unrelated to their
own experiences or understanding of
Japanese culture.
The merger between JASGP and
Shofuso is still somewhat new; only three

full seasons of programming have taken
place prior to the onset of the Covid-19
this presents a unique opportunity for the
Japanese American community to help
does going forward.
To be successful in this endeavor, we
as a community must revisit the ways
that Japanese Americans engage in cultural diplomacy – with both our country of ancestral origin and non-Japanese
audiences in the United States.
Culture is a powerful tool when used
to build empathy among diverse communities. This is particularly effective
in regions like Philadelphia, where we
do not have a large Japanese American
population.
For that reason, it is important for
Japanese Americans to have a say in
how Japan is being represented, and this
project is our opportunity to reclaim the
narrative in a way that is inclusive of
both overseas Japanese and multigenerational Japanese American perspectives.
Our historic connection to Shofuso
through the Nisei JACLers who saved it
can be the starting point for these conversations to continue as we work together
with JASGP and the Parkside residents to
tionship to this site is in our current time
and for generations to come.
I am grateful to the cultural stewards who came before me in FJHG
and JASGP, both Japanese American
and non-Japanese, who have worked
diligently for decades to preserve the
Shofuso site. It takes a tremendous
amount of vision from the staff and board
leadership to acknowledge the need for
a project like this to take place, and also
courage to embrace the change that will
come as a result.
I am hopeful that the conversations we
are having now will eventually rekindle
the special relationship that our local
Japanese American community once
held with Shofuso. In doing so, I believe
that we can move forward together with
JASGP in the spirit of our community.

Mile High

Happy Holidays!

Pat Hayashi

See us for all your
banking needs.
• Checking Accounts

• Mortgages

• Savings Accounts

• Business Services

• Online & Mobile Banking

• And Much More!

Visit us online or at any convenient location.
efirstbank.com
1.800.964.3444

NMLS ID # 458768
Member FDIC
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Mile High

Holiday Greetings
from

Wayne & Chris

ITANO

Health & Happiness
In Memory of Gladys S. Konishi

Dr. Frank Konishi
2736 Winding Trail Place
Boulder, Colorado 80304-1412

1995 Dartmouth Ave.
Boulder, CO 80305
(303) 499-4248

In Memory of Tom & Lily Masamori

Season’s Greetings

Susan Masamori

Richard Hamai

& Deb Yamashita

2010 Lamar Street
Edgewater, Colorado 80214-1048

333 East 16th Avenue #613
Denver, Colorado 80203

HOLIDAY CHEERS

Tom, Shelley & JoAnne
Migaki

Gary & Deb Yamashita

Denver, Colorado

Happy Holidays!

Frances Furukawa
580 South Poplar Way
Denver, CO 80224-1557

Happy Holidays

Eiji & Fumiko

Horiuchi
825 S. Glencoe St.
Denver, CO 80246
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Mile High

Fresno

Happy New Year
Robert and Jane Shintaku
Paul and Jieae
Jonathan, Vivian, Daniel
Jeff, Kimberly, Juliana, Jaden

Happy Holidays!
AlI the best for the
year ahead.
Dylan Mori

Warmest Holiday
Greetings & Peace
in 2022!
Ruby Mayeda

Livingston-Merced

GLA
Mt. Olympus

Marysville

Alaska
Wishing you all good health and
fortitude as we welcome the New Year!

Our history informs our future.
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By George Toshio Johnston,
Senior Editor, Digital and Social Media

I

f there was one trait, one word that
differentiates Densho from nearly
every other Japanese American

Hard as it may be to believe now, Froh
Densho will no doubt continue to absorb

It’s little wonder: Densho is, after all,
based in Seattle, minutes away from Red-

contrasted how institutions with missions

While Oki’s role in Densho is now that
of emeritus board member, Ikeda has
-

spective, while Densho’s mission remains

-

tories of Japanese Americans about their
camp experience, and it kind of evolved
from there to include documents and, you
know, newspapers and other research ma-

which is where Scott Oki and Tom Ikeda,

Inspired by the Shoah Foundation,

people who did these oral histories would
record them on some kind of a tape, and

Densho’s mission will remain on track as

Holocaust survivors, the tech-savvy duo
special collections room and listen to the

For Froh, Densho’s mission is two-

Densho — but with emphases on the

were lucky, they would make you a copy

especially the tumultuous World War IIera, and on accessibility for any and all via
a wave of intertwined tech trends that

kind of another track, kind of more social

All Americans will know the history
and understand the lessons of
the World War II incarceration by 2042,
the 100th anniversary of
Executive Order 9066.

of these little boxes all of a sudden able

A quarter-century later, as Densho marks
compassed: powerful personal computers

nese American incarceration story, to other

-

been more intentional about that in the

the stories of our community and the
stories that our narrators have very
that could be viewed on the internet and
then have it available to many, many more

people to use the information as much as
they possibly can; we want it to be acces-

let what happened to us happen to Arab
-
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Tom Ikeda
Executive Director

Brian Niiya
Content Director

Geoff Froh
Deputy Director and Chief Technology Director
by providing details to

kind of like the Nisei, now. And at
that time, I remember, the entrenchseen this in our own history,” he said.
with the supernatural, fanciful aspects of
ment of the Nisei in community
“And that kind of supercharged us and
the show.
organizations and how, in many
gave us this new sense of mission. We
While helping Hollywood tell those
cases, unwilling they were to to
always knew
listen to
that collecting
new ideas.
these stories is
“I thought,
important. . . .
‘The world’s
But that made
changing, there’s
it very clear,
so much — poimmediately.”
litically, technoloFrom the
gy-wise. I’d look
outside lookacross the board,
ing in, could
almost every JA
it be that
organization was
Densho’s role
very static.’ And
in dissemiI realized, ‘We
nating those
have to change,
stories within
too.’ . . . I just
the framework
realize we’re kind
of its vision
of the generation
statement
that now needs
might include
to make way
reaching
Tom Ikeda and Traci Kiriyama express their joy as Sean Miura looks on upon learning
for the millenwell beyond
that Densho exceeded its goal of raising $1 million during its 25th anniversary gala.
nial generation and
its Densho.org
website? Maybe.
stories may be
In a way, mass media might be the only
part of Densho’s
way to reach Densho’s vision statement
future plans, more
goal: “All Americans will know the hisimmediate is Dentory and understand the lessons of the
sho and Ikeda’s
World War II incarceration by 2042 . . . .”
realization that the
In May, best-selling author Daniel
mission needs to
James Brown’s book “Facing the Mounreach a younger
tain” was published (see the May 7-21,
demographic.
and
“I had this conDensho’s digitized archives played a big
versation with my
part in Brown’s research.
dad just two days
Now, the book, which tells the story
ago. I said, ‘So
of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team,
dad, when I started
appears to be on its way to becoming
Densho 26 years
adapted into a TV miniseries under the
ago, you were in
guidance of A-list director Destin Daniel
your late 60s. And
Cretton.
I’m 65, so I’m about the same age as you
their ideas.”
were. We amazingly had the foresight to
Indeed. When Densho held its online
According to Ikeda, though, Densho’s
say, we need to interview the Niseis now
virtual fundraising gala on Oct. 23 — for
role as a story consultant for Hollywood
because, you know, they’re still vibrant,
the record, Densho exceeded its goal of
productions isn’t new. In 2019, the AMC
and they have good memories.’
raising $1 million — the show visibly
anthology series “The Terror” was shown;
“And it’s like, the whole generations
skewed younger in its orientation, while
that season’s episodes took place in a
pass,” he continued. “And in the same
still including the presence of Japanese
WWII-era concentration camp for Japaway, I have to realize that, yeah, I am
American elders — and that, Ikeda noted,
nese Americans. Densho and Niiya helped

was intentional. (To view the show, visit
For Densho after its 25th year, we can
still expect the presence of Froh and Niiya,
who joked, “I’ve already told many people
that this is my last job. . . . When I retire,
I’m just going to do the same thing
I’m doing anyway.”
For Froh, he is excited about the possibilities that emerging advances in machine
learning and form recognition will have
for Densho, since “a lot of the processes
for us have been very manual for years.”
This would take the “more mundane tasks
off the off the plates of archivists in particular, so that they can spend more time
doing the contextual work.”
As for Ikeda, he says that while he has
no plans to leave Densho, his role will be
changing in the months to come.
“Five years ago, we started having a conversation about what we need to do to, you
know, so that Densho could be around for
another 25 years,” Ikeda said. That includes
structural things like ensuring the organization’s mission, values and vision are clear,
reserves and management team.
“Yeah, I will be transitioning to a new
role fairly soon,” Ikeda allowed. “But,
we’re trying to do it in a way that we can
bring in a kind of that new leadership. …
We are very much into what we’re calling
the succession planning phase and how
we’re doing this.
“So, staff, board and I are in that conversation . . . and at some point that we haven’t
announced yet, we’ll say, ‘OK, so this is the
next step.’ The thinking is that I won’t leave
the organization, but I will change my role
in a way that I can still be supportive in the
value of what Densho does.”

since the word
was chosen
for the group’s name: translated from
Japanese, it means “pass on to the next
generation.”
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Bringing the Spirit of Music to Our Community
Musician Kevin Village
Stone uses the power of
music to uplift, educate
and inspire us to
experience all that
the world has to offer.
By Patti Hirahara,
Contributor

I

n 2017, on the TV soundstage

(Top)
ing Light per-

Robert Handa,” a weekly half-

Temple with the

episode.

Kevin Iwamura
er, Shinako, at
home in San
1975
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF
KEVIN VILLAGE-STONE

vacation,” he continued. “Along with hard

the Patterson and Atwater areas. He has loved living

1960s.

they would put on display each year, and he speaks

He lost both of his parents in separate car-related
rock, reggae and hip-hop.

(Left) Kevin
mother,
Shinako
Iwamura, circa
Japan 1943
(Right) Kevin
Village-Stone
tive American
a California

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF
KEVIN VILLAGE-STONE
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to keep our projects going,” Village-Stone said.
Besides his love of all things music, VillageStone is also a member of the Sonoma County
JACL. His mother, Shinako, had been a JACL
Life Member, and he remembers reading copies
of the
when he was growing up.
Once he moved to the Sonoma County area, he
was able to join himself in 2017.
“Where I formerly lived, I had no opportunities
to connect with the Japanese American community
since I was seven hours away from any JACL
functions,” Village-Stone said. He enjoys working
with Sonoma County JACL President Mark
Hayashi and his wife, Cynthia, with the Enmanji
Temple and JACL collaborative events.
With the
theme this year being
“The Spirit of Community,” how does VillageStone feel this relates to his life and what he does?
“I believe any artist has the power to uplift their
community. Before Covid shutdowns, twice a year
we would volunteer performances for charities like

(Below) Kevin Village-Stone performs a
Native American song.
PHOTO: SAM CAMP

struggling family and participate in local fundraisers,”

(Above) Kevin Village-Stone plays the
-

Village-Stone said.

became a spiritual instrument for me, and I was able to
release albums and become a Native American Music
Awards nominee,” Village-Stone said.
When he moved to Sebastopol, Calif., he found that
the city’s Enmanji Buddhist Temple was located there.
He had missed his Japanese community connections,
and this opportunity allowed him to become more
involved in temple events.
He offered his skills in music and concert sound
systems, as well as helped the temple with its social
media presence. He then accepted an invitation to
become a part of the temple’s board of directors, and he
and his music partner, Lindy Day, enjoyed performing
concerts for the temple prior to Covid.
Village-Stone has found that he can intertwine his
Buddhist teachings in his musical works for his musical
address our current social ills.
“I want to do more than just talk about Buddhism.
I want to show Buddhism teachings in action
in the ways they relate to humanity, compassion and
kindness — what could be more relevant to today,”

He also shares his passion of storytelling, playing
drum healing ceremony by being a California Public
Schools presenter. He often performs storytelling
and cultural presentations for elementary schools and
church groups on both Native American and Japanese

PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA

instruments,” he continued. “So, I learned to play the

I have witnessed that if I show compassion and
kindness to another person, this trend will carry on
to others. Japanese Americans are some of the most
giving and charitable people, and they do what
needs to be done regardless of any attribution or

score and broadcast composer, recording artist and
performer. And since the onset of the pandemic, he and
Day have shifted their focus from live performances
to online music education, providing entertainment
and music education to families, especially children,
through their site Treble rocks.
Their Black Ramen project includes music education,
videos, live stage shows and a game app that is fun and
educational. Village-Stone and Day plan to donate a

However, the ongoing Covid pandemic has caused
havoc in their lives.
“This whole Covid shutdown all but bankrupted
us. In live performances, we make income from
the performance fee, performing rights royalties,
merchandising and tips. In our case, we make additional
income with writing and recording music for media.
Then when Covid hit, we not only lost major income
from live performances but also with the shutdown of
sports, overnight, we lost more of our income from
music licensing royalties. So, we needed to be creative

allows children to celebrate everything they are.
So, what does Village-Stone have in the works for
the future? While he and Day have released two albums
together, he has released seven solo albums, and Day has
released a solo classical guitar album. Together, they have
from jazz rock fusion to cinematic rock symphony.
They hope to be able to start doing more live
performances soon, as well as continue to develop
many more projects and opportunities.
“Regardless of the project, I want to inspire young
people and our elders to learn of, and ultimately
Stone. “Music, literature and the arts are learning tools
that lead to understanding. Understanding leads us to
musicians, historians, scientists and humanitarians to
believe in inclusion and diversity. This is very important
to me.”
To learn more about Kevin Village-Stone, visit his
web page at www.KevinVillageStone.com.

(from left)

P.C.
PHOTO: COURTESY OF “ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICA WITH ROBERT HANDA”
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Venice-WLA

Salinas Valley

Happy Holidays
From All Our Members

Salinas Valley
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Berkeley

from the Mori Family
Kenjiro
Toshio, Marika & Yuika
Janet and Kaz
20212022

Scottsdale, Arizona

Mon - Fri 8 am - 7 pm
Sat & Sun 8 am - 6 pm

Season’s Greetings
Nicholas Roofing, Inc.

WOOF!
The Holidays are here
Unleash Peace
Ashi
“The Wonder Dog”

Nick Cosenza, President

HOLIDAY BEST WISHES

Happy Holidays!
Amelia, Karen,
Daven, Cole, and
Django HusterLowhurst
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JACL’s National Youth/Student Council is comprised of students and young professional leaders who
represent their peers on the district and national levels of JACL. Together, it supports and empowers
young leaders to create positive changes in their schools, workplaces and communities. They are
the voices making a difference for our today and our tomorrow.
The year 2021 has been another year of challenges for us all, yet working together as a united
community has provided amazing opportunities despite our hardships. What has been your favorite
part of the NY/SC, and what are you most looking forward to in the new year?
JUSTIN KAWAGUCHI,
NATIONAL YOUTH CHAIR
“My favorite part of the NY/SC
has been the opportunity to connect
with passionate youth leaders from
around the country. In many ways, the
pandemic challenged our group to think
innovatively, forging connections with
each other in a fully virtual environment
and rethinking how we will engage with
the larger JACL youth membership.
“I am looking forward to continuing
to reimagine what the future of the
organization will look like and
how we can apply the learnings
from online programming to future
events, be it in-person or virtual.”
SHEERA TAMURA,
NATIONAL YOUTH
REPRESENTATIVE
“With Covid-19 restrictions being
lifted, I am most looking forward to
attending my first in-person summit
and JACL convention. I became
a part of the JACL’s NY/SC in
November of 2019, and for a year and
a half, the majority of my experience
has been virtual. From participating
in this past year’s fall retreat, I have
come to value the importance of being
physically connected in a mutual space.
“The memories that we had made
through exploring and learning within
the charming city of Little Tokyo was
nothing less than delightful. For this
upcoming year, it is my hope that
each youth representative can bring
insightful programs to each of their
districts while still creating meaningful
connections with their greater AAPI
communities.”
MIKA CHAN,
PNW YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“When I came into the role of PNW
Youth Representative, I was hesitant
about my ability to connect with youths
in the PNW district remotely and
nervous about working virtually with
the other members of NY/SC. To my
dismay, I’ve felt an immense amount
of support and encouragement from the
JA community, and being able to work
with others across the nation toward
common goals of bringing youths
together and spreading awareness of
current and pressing challenges in our
community has been very rewarding.
“The other members of NY/SC have
been my favorite part because they have
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Pictured are the
row, from left)
-

Chan, Claire
Inouye, Kayla
left), Joey Tani-

Kawaguchi and

acted as a support system and have
reinforced my motivation and
passion for community advocacy and
involvement. I am so appreciative of
everyone for their dedication to enacting
positive change, their diverse skill sets
and their passion for community growth
and sustainability.
“I’m looking forward to exploring
more opportunities to connect with
youths in the PNW district (hopefully
through in-person events soon!) and
going to my first A
convention
next year!”
SEIA WATANABE,
PSW YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“When everything seemed to
be worsening and the world came
crashing down on me, what remained
was community — it was my passion
to connect more with the Japanese
American community. This year, I was
able to see the JA community come
together for each other and truly see
how the work we do for each other
continues to strengthen and uplift
community members even through
the bleakest moments.
“Personally, my involvement in the
community gave me hope during a dark
time. was able to experience firsthand
how the Japanese American community
continues to evolve, adapt and strives
to be better every single day.”

KAYLA IKEMIYA,
CCDC YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“My favorite part of the NY/SC
is working with other like-minded
young adults in the Japanese American
community to promote civil rights
advocacy. So far, I have enjoyed getting
to know my fellow NY/SC members on
a deeper level, learning more about their
families’ histories and their personal
experiences within JA spaces. I am
looking forward to planning more
youth summits and events!”

KENDAL TAKESHITA,
MDC YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“Next summer will mark the THIRD
year of my time with the NY/SC, and
it has been such a blast! Being able
to meet new people, participate in
various programs and be a part of such
a historic and active community has
been such a blessing.
“Additionally, being part of the NY/
SC has also motivated me to learn
more about the civil rights movements
and injustices that are happening in
our nation. With the knowledge and
experience that I have gained, I hope
to continue down a similar path where
can fight for the needs and interests of
those who are often left unheard. One
thing that I am looking forward to is
having more in-person programming,
so that I can connect with new people!”
JOEY TANINO-SPRINGSTEEN,
IDC YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“So far, my favorite part of the

NY/SC has been becoming part of a
welcoming, intelligent and hardworking
group of people who value culture and
social justice. When I was younger, I
did not have a JA community to provide
me with a sense of belonging. The NY/
SC has done exactly that. I am looking
forward to hosting more civic dinners
and attending future retreats!”
BIANSA BURKE,
NCWNP YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“I had a wonderful time in Los
Angeles for the Fall Retreat. It was
so amazing to meet everyone in person
— finally. efore this, felt a little
disconnected because I did not know
anyone else before stepping into the
role.
“I am looking forward to continuing
to build on the connections that I
created in L.A. I think that the NY/SC
is a great group of people who want to
fight for civil rights for everyone, and
even though we are young, I think that
we have the power to create positive
change in our communities.”
CLAIRE INOUYE,
AT-LARGE YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE
“My favorite part of the NY/SC has
been the relationships and connections
within the JA community that I have
made. I have always had a hard time
finding people in the A community
to connect with and work with. The
NY/SC has been an amazing
opportunity to work with others to
create a safe environment for the youth
community.”

C O MM E NTA RY

YOUTH PERSPECTIVE

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND:
i oto ai oni

By Kara Kimiko Chu

T

his summer, I was
beyond honored and
grateful to receive the
2021 Paul and Katherine Ohtaki Memorial Scholarship
from JACL.
My family was planning a vacation to Seattle, so I excitedly
asked if we could go to Bainbridge
Island, Mr. Ohtaki’s hometown.
I was looking forward to learning
about the unique circumstances of
the Japanese American community
there during World War II.
A few weeks later, we were on
the ferry from Seattle to Bainbridge
Island. Looking out across the
water, I could see how the separation from the mainland could be
so effective in creating a tight-knit
community on the island.
We arrived at the Bainbridge
Island Historical Museum, which
was small but jam-packed with fun
facts: Who knew pickleball was
invented on Bainbridge Island? In
one corner, an old-fashioned television playing oral histories from JAs
captivated me in the award-winning
exhibit “Kodomo No Tame Ni —
For the Sake of the Children.”
I flipped through the interactive display next to the TV, and
I was happily surprised to spot
Mr. Ohtaki’s name several times.
Mr. Ohtaki grew up on Bainbridge Island, where he was a
student, helped out on his father’s
strawberry farm and worked for
the Bainbridge Review, the local
newspaper.
was amazed to see a significant
parallel between Paul Ohtaki’s
life and mine: We’ve both used
journalism as a way to speak up
for what we believe in.
Right before he left for Manzanar,
Paul Ohtaki was asked by Walt
Woodward, the publisher of the
Bainbridge Review, to send him
letters detailing camp life. He was
only 17, one year younger than me
at the time, when he was forcefully
evacuated to Manzanar on March
30, 1942. Every week, Paul sent him
letters. The first one contained the
news that they had arrived safely
on April 1.
During a time when JAs nationwide were discriminated against
and hated, Mr. Ohtaki’s writing
from Manzanar and Minidoka reminded Bainbridge Island residents
that the island was their home,
and his stories kept the spirit of
community alive. When WWII and
incarceration ended, Bainbridge
Island saw strong public support

for JAs to return.
I have written a few articles for
the Rafu Shimpo to raise awareness about farmers in Japan who
were affected by the 2011 Tohoku
earthquake and tsunami. I was
amazed to read about this special
connection that Mr. Ohtaki and I
share, as we both write to make sure
that people didn’t forget about the
little-known struggles that others
were going through.
After buying the book “In Defense of our Neighbors” by Mary
Woodward, we were on our way
around the harbor to the Japanese
American Exclusion Memorial.
When we arrived, we were lucky
to run into Park Ranger Logan,
who gave us an in-depth history of
the JA experience on Bainbridge
Island. I learned that Bainbridge
sland was the first place that As
were removed from under EO 9066.
After we walked through a traditional Japanese gate, I saw a large
rock inscribed with Nidoto Nai
Yoni, which means “let it not happen again.” To the right stretched
a long curved wooden and stone
wall where all 276 Japanese and
JA Bainbridge Island residents
who were incarcerated are listed,
191 of whom were U.S. citizens.
Along the wall were illustrations
and quotes by Bainbridge Islanders.
Ranger Logan shared a heartwarming story of the Bainbridge Island
High School baseball team’s last
game together, related to one of
these drawings on the wall.
The game was moved up because
of the relocation date, and Coach
Miller kept all six JA boys in for
the whole game so they could enjoy themselves for one last game.
BIHS lost 15-2, but Ohtaki, who
was centerfielder at the time, later
said, “I will be eternally grateful for
Pop Miller for letting all of us play
regardless of how good we were.”
After we made paper cranes and
hung them up by Ohtaki’s name
at the memorial, I walked over to
where the old dock would’ve been.
As I looked out into the harbor, I
solemnly imagined the ferry loaded
with all the Bainbridge Japanese
Americans waving tearful goodbyes
to their friends.
After leaving the dock myself,
I also visited Bainbridge Gardens
and Suyematsu Farms, who are
highlighted on walkthefarm.org,
where I help collect JA farming
family histories.
As a young JA, all of these experiences show me the importance
of speaking up and sharing our
Japanese American history with
ourselves and others. I am inspired
and determined to continue be-

ing active in the JA community
at Tanaka Farms, Nikkei Federation Rising Stars, Go For Broke
National Education Center, JA
Veterans Memorial Court Alliance,
JA Memorial Pilgrimages, Kizuna,
JANM and the JACL.
During the pandemic, I also lost
a special friend, Mr. Wada, who
passed away right before his 100th
birthday. We must never forget
the bravery and sacrifices of our
Japanese American soldiers.

(From top) The Chu and Kikuchi
families on Bainbridge Island
The “Kodomo No Tame Ni”
exhibit at the Bainbridge Island
Historical Museum
A terra cotta drawing depicting
the Bainbridge Island baseball
team and a quote by Paul Ohtaki

name at the Japanese American
Exclusion Memorial
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE
CHU FAMILY

(Right) Kara Chu and a
museum exhibit honoring
the Woodwards and the
JAs who served in the
U.S. military
(Below Right) Donna Harui
and Kara Chu in front of
pear-shaped pear tree
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE
CHU FAMILY

As a writer for
an
APIDA newsmagazine at the University of California, Los Angeles, I speak up for current Asian
American issues while honoring
the legacy of Japanese Americans
like Frank Wada and Paul Ohtaki
throughout my lifetime.
Nidoto Nai Yoni.
a a Ch is a fi st ea a ie
ing istics a o at C
ith
ans to ente the co
tationa
ing istics fie
o ing in s ch
a eas as s eech ecognition, a
chine t ans ation an ata science
to o ote g o a c t a n e
stan ing an no e ge sha ing.
he is a e e of the to the
C
C cha te .
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Berkeley
Holiday Greetings

Happy Holidays
from the

Season’s Greetings

TSUETAKI’S

Reiko Nabeta

37 Thousand Oaks
Oakland, CA 94605

Tracy, Jane, Alex, Amanda
and Bachan Hideko

El Cerrito, CA

Maru
Hiratzka

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
from

Gerry, Joy,
Doug & Wendy
SEKIMURA

Vera & Eric
Kawamura

Season’s Greetings

Tak Shirasawa
Berkeley, CA

THANK YOU JACL!
FROM, UC BERKELEY NIKKEI STUDENT UNION

ROGER J. OTA, D.D.S.
TELEPHONE (510)8410662

2020 HEARST AVENUE
BERKELEY, CA 94709

Warm Wishes For a
Happy Holiday Season

Jean Nakazono
Berkeley, Ca.

With loving memories of our parents:
Yoshinori “Joe” and Edna Tanada

Karen, (David);
Ruth, (Leo and Rachel)

Season’s Gr eeting s

S us an & Aar on M uran is h i

emily@emilymurase.com
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C O MM E NTA RY

A M O T H E R ’ S TA K E

OKAERI 2021: A NIKKEI
LGBTQ + COMMUNITY OF
LOVE, HOPE AND COURAGE
By Marsha Aizumi

W

hen I dreamed
of a space for
LGBTQ+ individuals, their
families and allies, I imagined
not just sharing things in common
as a community, but also finding a
deep connection that was forged
by people leading with their heart
and soul.
The spirit of Okaeri would be a
place not only welcoming people
back into the Nikkei community
who felt rejected and excluded
in the past, but it also would be
a place where people entered and
felt they had arrived in a place
they didn’t know they needed, but
once they stepped in, they knew
this was like home.
Okaeri, which means
“welcome home” in Japanese, has
become all I dreamed it would be
and more. But a dream does not
become reality just because one
person wants it to be one. It takes
people who share in the vision
and want to put in time, ideas and
their heart to make a community.
It takes funders like the Aratani
Foundation and Masto Foundation
that believe in our mission and
generously support it.
When I think about “The Spirit
of Community,” I think about
the energy that permeates the
space and the feeling that people
have being a part of whatever is
happening. At our fourth biennial
conference, which took place on
Nov. 12-14, these people shared
the spirit of Okaeri 2021 with us:
One mother, who was a first

time Okaeri attendee, shared . . .
“I think I was most fearful
of the disapproval and rejection
from Japanese American relatives
and friends, but because Okaeri
is Japanese American, I know
that this is the place for me to
be to receive support, build confidence and focus on following
a path of love for my LGBTQ+
child. I know that I have arrived
in a safe, supportive place so that
I can do the most good.”
A young man from the LGBTQ+
community said . . .
“It was a cathartic experience
to see and hear other LGBTQ JA
stories, and it was an emotional
time for me throughout the weekend. I am grateful that the virtual
conference made this accessible
to me in Hawaii, but I hope I can
attend in person in the future!”
Finally, a young nonbinary Nikkei attendee shared . . .
“My parents attended a
Japanese-speaking workshop at
Okaeri. After the conference over
dinner, we were able to talk about
how I could feel more supported
by them as a queer individual.
What they learned at Okaeri
helped us to begin this conversation that we had been hesitant
to start. I am so grateful for this
space.”
Okaeri 2021 was a place of
support, a place to build confidence, a place to learn more about
love, a safe place, a healing space
and a place to help bring greater
connection and communication.
Since Okaeri 2021 was a virtual
space, no matter where you lived,
you could join us. We hoped more

(Right) “Ru Paul Drag
Race’s” Gia Gunn made
a special appearance
at Okaeri 2021.
Gunn shared her story
about coming out as
transgender.

The Okaeri
2021 Steering
Committee

people from around the country
and the world would come. And
come they did . . . close to 300
people registered from 17 states
and five international places:
Canada, Japan, Korea, Peru and
Singapore. Participants came to
23 workshops: 20 in English and
three in Japanese.
Aiden did a workshop on
“Transgender 101.” My husband
and I attended. And though people
were not focused on Tad and me,
if you saw us, I think you would
have seen two parents, filled pride
and joy. How often do parents get
to see their children in their world
talking about things important to
them? Papa and I felt so privileged
to be able to share this space with
our son.
I spoke in one workshop on
mental health. At first I didn’t
think that I had anything really important to say, since there
were two therapists bringing their
expertise and a transgender person sharing their journey. I was
just a mother talking about my
shame, grief and fears, but I wasn’t
depressed, have anxiety or am
agoraphobic like Aiden.
But then I realized my thoughts
affected the way I felt and in
turn affected how I acted. When
Aiden came out, I thought I was a
bad mother. I felt ashamed and

so I retreated, not wanting to
face others.
So, my thoughts or the mental
part of me affected my whole
life. We need to lift the stigma
of mental health for families so
they will reach out for support to
professionals and support groups
like PFLAG in order to weather
our most difficult days. We do
not need to add more shame but
encourage others to seek support.
At the end of the conference,
Gia Gunn from “Ru Paul’s Drag
Race” shared her story about
coming out as transgender. She
then brought her sweet father into
the Q & A. People really fell in
love with Carl Ichikawa, and it
is my hope that Carl becomes a
more visible voice for our Nikkei
LGBTQ+ fathers in the future.
Gia closed out our conference
with a wonderful performance
of Japanese dancing filled with
twirling umbrellas and Japanese
fans. It was a heartfelt ending to
two and a half days of community.
The spirit of community is
based on all who lead, all who
show up and all who let themselves be authentically seen.
For Okaeri, I believe our spirit is
built on our core values:
LOVE: Love for our children, love
for our Nikkei LGBTQ+ family
and friends and love for ourselves
so that we create a balanced life
that gives us the strength and

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF
MARSHA AIZUMI

determination to make our world
a better place.
HOPE: We envision a safe, loving
and accepting world for LGBTQ+
Nikkei and their families where all
identities are celebrated, respected
and embraced.
COURAGE: We are grateful
for the courage of those who
use their visibility and voices
to create compassionate spaces
and transformation of our Nikkei
community to be inclusive of our
Nikkei LGBTQ+ individuals and
their families.
I think the Nikkei community
and the LGBTQ+ community both
have the most beautiful spirits.
It is my greatest joy to see each
of these communities supporting each other and bringing the
best and the most generous parts
of themselves to create a more
empowering and inspiring space
for all.
I wish you all a happy holiday
and may 2022 bring greater love,
hope and courage to your life.
Marsha Aizumi is an advocate
in the LGBT community and
author of the book “Two Spirits,
One Heart: A Mother, Her Transgender Son and Their Journey
to Love and Acceptance.”

(Right) A picture of
hope from Okaeri
2018. Hope is one
of Okaeri’s core
values.

(Left) A picture
of courage
from Okaeri
2018

Another of our core values is love —
Janet and Kylee Uradomo
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IN DEPTH

Nisei Depicted as Not-So Quiet Americans in

‘Clark and Division’
Author Naomi Hirahara’s latest novel is placed in World War II-era Chicago.

Author Naomi
Hirahara’s latest
novel is placed
in World War IIera Chicago

“Clark and Division,” written by Naomi Hirahara.
Published by Soho Crime and distributed by Penguin Random House.
ISBN 9781641292498, 312 pages, SRP $27.95.

By Jane B. Kaihatsu,
Contributor

O

ne moment you’re squinting in
the bright sunshine of Southern
California as you gaze at the
San Gabriel Mountains in the
distance. Warm breezes swirl up the dust
from the fruit-and-vegetable produce truck
rumbling by. Then, you
hear the hurried clop-clop
of a woman’s shoes and are
jostled by a stylish young
woman in a pretty summer
dress who stops suddenly on
the platform right in front
of you. She peers down
the black abyss of a tunnel,
straining to see the headlights of the rumbling oncoming train you
both hear. This is the same black tunnel
you were momentarily peering down,
in a dank underground subway station
of the Chicago Transit Authority. It’s the
“Clark and Division” Station where
your elder sister died.

It’s 1944, and this is a scene of mindmusing crafted from the odyssey of a
young California-born Nisei woman,
Aki Ito, the protagonist in mystery
writer Naomi Hirahara’s latest offering,
“Clark and Division.”

West Coast and incarceration of Japanese
Americans in the illegal detention centers
is well-documented, the page-turner
“Clark and Division” lifts the curtain on
a little-discussed period of the Japanese
American experience.

lives and regain a sense of themselves
following their release.
Aki’s journey begins in Tropico, Calif.
— now part of Glendale —where she and
her sister, Rose, were born
and lived with their Issei parents. They had
a tidy life until Dec. 7, 1941,
next followed by Executive
Order 9066 and, eventually,
Manzanar.
Hirahara paints a full life
of the Ito family both prewar
in the bright and subdued
environs of the Los Angeles
area and in the soulless desert
of Manzanar, which allows
the reader to become deeply invested in
their personalities and emotions, as well
as comprehend the extent of the trauma
that follows.
As in many Japanese American immigrant families, Rose, as the eldest child,
took the lead for shepherding the family

One divergent aspect of ‘Clark and Division’ is how it
puts cracks in the ‘model minority’ storyline, which still
pervades the Japanese American community.
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In this — her 12th novel*, having also
written eight nonfiction books — Hirahara
sets her story in Chicago and in the burgeoning Japanese American enclave at the
intersection of Clark and Division streets
on the Near North Side.
While the pre-World War II life on the
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Hirahara presents in meticulous detail
the life of Japanese Americans in Chicago
as WWII was winding down, though not
quite over. Most but not all of the Japanese
Americans in Chicago in this story were
forcibly incarcerated during the war and
were in the East to rebuild their shattered

IN DEPTH

thro gh these i e shi ts he was the first to
leave Manzanar and followed thousands of
others, including friends from Tropico, who
left Manzanar and the other illegal detention
centers for the so-called bright lights of the
big city of Chicago.
Rose found a job there, and after
several months, secured an apartment
for her family and summoned them to
Chicago. But upon their arrival to Union
Station, the Itos were met not by Rose
but by other family friends. The Itos were
told that Rose was dead, killed in a train
accident at the subway stop of “Clark and
Division,” just north of the Loop.
It’s no surprise that the Itos are stunned.
Aki now becomes the de facto head of the
family with her immigrant parents crumpled. In dealing with the aftermath and police report of Rose’s death, Aki decides the
circumstances of Rose’s death do not make
sense to her, and so she embarks upon an
investigation of her own. She is determined
to fin the rea ca se o how an wh her
beloved sister died.
vvv
Many Japanese Americans after the
Nisei generation on the West Coast might
have known that their Nisei relatives went
East in the 1940s and ’50s after their
release from the illegal detention centers
before eventually returning to the
West Coast.
Other Midwestern- and Eastern-born
Sansei and Yonsei know scant little of
these early days of resettlement outside
of the West Coast,
only that they are
the fruit of the
endeavors of their
Nisei parents and
elders. “Clark and
Division” illustrates
vividly that Aki’s
experiences in Chicago could not be
more different from
her lives in Tropico
and Manzanar.
Hirahara’s Chicago of the 1940s
is an edgy, bold and
rough urban landscape. The fact that
Japanese Americans
populated some
enclaves here and
there throughout
Chicago is but a
thin veneer of comfort for the newcomers.
Life is not only really different for the
former prisoners, but it also tests every one
of their known sensibilities of what a life
should be like beyond barbed wire. Just
about everything is a huge struggle. The
weather is different (humid!); the people
are different. Not every Japanese American
Aki meets is from Tropico, and the ones
she had known seem changed.
There’s Roy Tonai, the family friend
who owned the produce market where her
father had worked in Tropico. Roy talks
abo t fina gaining ree o in hicago
a ter his confine ent at an anar
s ki is re ishing her first tast ea
of pancakes and syrup in a diner with Roy,
he says, “Being out of camp does things to
o
o re fina
ree b t o re not t s
like there are invisible bars caging you in.
You do something you’re not supposed to
do, and you hit a wall.”
There’s a myriad of other colorful characters like Nisei zoot-suiters nicknamed
“Hammer” and “Manju”; dashing young
Nisei men and svelte young ladies anxious
to capture their hearts at a dance hall in
town where a fight breaks o t sha
persons inhabiting gambling dens; and
interracial couples.
One divergent aspect of “Clark and
Division” is how it puts cracks in the
“model minority” storyline, which still pervades the Japanese American community.
Hirahara says that the idea for “Clark

and Division” was born out of an actual
War Relocation Authority report about
Japanese Americans that she came upon
during her research. It discussed some of
the issues of resettlement, including acts
of serious crimes, including felonies, as
well as substance abuse and babies born
to unwed mothers.
Such a report and the story of “Clark
and Division” serve to show not only an
underbelly of the Nisei but also of Chicago itself. After all, what is “The City
of Big Shoulders”? For then as now,
Chicago has been big and broad enough
to handle all comers — the good, gentle,
kind and industrious, as well as the bad
and the rough, the takers of society —
from every race, nationality, religion
and ethnic group, including Japanese
Americans.
Through her job at the Newberry
Library where she was placed with help
from Japanese Resettlers, Aki gets to
know Chicago and makes Polish American and African American friends while
gaining a glimpse of their decidedly
un-Tropico family lives.
vvv
Hirahara’s staggering research
includes taking “Lead Investigator” Aki
searching for clues and interviewing
witnesses/suspects to all parts of
the North and South Sides of the
Chicago area.
Native Chicagoans will delight in
reading about Aki’s trips to a professor’s
home in leafy
Evanston near the
campus of Northwestern University, beach trips to
the lakefront, the
Japanese section at
Montrose Cemetery (to see Montrose
Cemetery, search
Youtube.com for
Japanese Community
Virtual Memorial
Day Program 2021)
where she meets a
handsome, Chicagonative Nisei; the bustling Loop; the sturdy
single-family
homes anchoring
Hyde Park; and, of
course, the various
establishments along
Clark and Division streets, especially those
run by Japanese Americans.
The Japanese store where Aki can buy
some goods for her Issei parents mirrors
a shop known as Toguri’s Mercantile Co.
Older Sansei fondly recall as small children
running over there to get a paper sack of
rice crackers.
Unfortunately, there is no trace of the
community that once thrived in this Near
North neighborhood now known as the
Gold Coast. There barely are any other
markers anywhere else Japanese Americans
lived and worked, and Hirahara bemoans
this fact. On the North Side in the Lakeview
neighborhood, the lone neon “Nisei
Lounge” sign is the one indicator of the
Japanese Americans who once lived there.
Mostly, “Clark and Division” captures
a rather unknown side of Nisei as young
adults. Sadly, most of this generation
has passed on or have become too old to
remember much anymore, and so we who
had them as parents or knew them as community elders can only wrack our brains to
recall stories of Nisei youth.
Hirahara’s Nisei characters are convincing and varied despite the fact that Hirahara
is not a “true Sansei,” as she describes
herself, and didn’t have typical Nisei
parents who were born in the U.S. and
were incarcerated during WWII.
Her father was a Kibei, or Nisei largely
educated in Japan, and her mother was
a Japanese national. Thus, perhaps as

On the North Side
in the Lakeview
neighborhood, the
one neon ‘ isei
ounge’ sign is
the one indicator
of the Japanese
Americans who
once lived there.

Clark and Division Subway Stop
PHOTO: JANE B. KAIHATSU

Hirahara is closer to being a Nisei rather
than a Sansei, it’s how she voiced the Nisei
characters with such a warm and fond
familiarity.
Some of these young Nisei were
audacious and anxious to revel in their
freedom. Not only were they free from
incarceration, but many were also free
from their Issei parents and younger siblings who were still incarcerated
while these Nisei settled themselves.
As they searched for new opportunities
to rebuild their lives or seek adventure,
even via enlisting in the U.S. military to
join the U.S. Army’s 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, these Nisei navigated often
alone to a new place with so many things
they weren’t accustomed to — a new
climate, a new cultural language and a
new lifestyle with almost none of the
things they had on the West Coast.
And yet, many Nisei with their Issei
parents stayed or moved on even farther
East or North or into the Rocky Mountains. They became an extension of their
pioneering Issei parents who had left Japan
decades earlier in search of new opportunity or adventure. These Issei rebuilt their
lives with almost none of the things they
had in Japan.
Hirahara acknowledges this second
migration of Japanese Americans and feels
there are many stories yet to be told about
the Issei and Nisei who moved East and not
back West. She hopes that she has helped
to stir up interest and encourages others to
write these tales.
While “Clark and Division” cracks the
“model minority” myth of the Japanese
American community, it also answers the
question Hirahara poses; “What face do
we show the rest of America?” “Clark and
Division” is a fresh unpacking — Japanese
Americans are more unpredictably diverse
and in the most unexpected places.

Author Naomi Hirahara
*Hirahara’s 13th novel, “An Eternal
Lei: A Leilani Santiago Hawaii Mystery,”
will be published in March 2022.
Jane B. Kaihatsu is a Sansei born in
Chicago and raised in Park Ridge, Ill.
She is a former JACL Chicago Chapter
president (1982-83) and a freelance
writer who has contributed previously
to the Pacific Citizen. She was a reporter
for East-West News in San Francisco
and worked as a reporter and editor for
the Daily Yomiuri in Tokyo when she lived
in Japan. Her Kaihatsu relatives are from
Hollywood, Calif. She dedicates this story
to her Nisei Aunt Martha Kaihatsu, now
101, who wrote for the Rafu Shimpo,
handled ad sales for the Heart Mountain
Sentinel, went to Chicago to establish her
family and then to New York City, where
she lived for 66 years and worked in
advertising and public relations.
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AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL
Dear Fellow Travelers,
It’s hard to believe that over 1 1/2 years have passed since the pandemic began as we enter
into our second Fall season with varying restrictions. 2020 and 2021 have presented big
challenges for everyone. Our hearts go out to all of you! The ongoing vaccine and booster
programs have greatly reduced the spread of the virus. We are seeing some light at the end of
the tunnel, with hopes for safe travels. However, with the spreading of the Delta variant, certain
restrictions have been instituted for everyone’s safety. We hear that many of you are itching to
travel again, to go somewhere when it’s safe to travel again. Our 2021 tours were postponed
and rescheduled for 2022.
Thank you very much for your past patronage. We look forward to traveling with you in 2022!
In the meantime, please take care, continue to be safe, and stay healthy until we meet again.
Please contact us with questions to americanholiday@att.net. Thank you!

2022 TOUR SCHEDULE
HOKKAIDO SNOW FESTIVALS HOLIDAY TOUR (Ernest Hida) . . . . . . . Feb 4-15
Abashiri, Sounkyo, Sapporo, Otaru, Lake Toya, Hakodate, Tokyo.
Hyobaku Ice Festival, Asahikawa Snow Festival, Sapporo Snow Festival,
Hyoto Winter Festival.
JAPAN HOLIDAY CRUISE (Carol Hida) CANCELLED . . . . . . . . . . . Apr 8-25
(This cruise has been rescheduled to April 2023)
Tokyo, Shimizu, Osaka, Kochi, Fukuoka, Kanazawa, Vladivostok(Russia),
Otaru, Aomori, Hakodate, Tokyo/Yokohama. Holland America Cruise Line.
CLASSICAL JAPAN HOLIDAY TOUR (Ernest Hida) . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apr 14-25
Tokyo, Yamanashi, Nagoya, Gifu, Hiroshima, Kyoto.
TULIP FESTIVAL-GREAT LAKES HOLIDAY TOUR (Carol Hida) . . . . . . May 5-13
Chicago, Grand Rapids, Holland Tulip Festival, Mackinac Island,
Green Bay, Milwaukee.
JAPAN SPRING COUNTRYSIDE HOLIDAY TOUR (Ernest Hida) . . . . . May 15-26
Tokyo, Ashikaga Wisteria Flower Park, Yamagata, Sakata/Shonai, Akita, Morioka,
Hanamaki Onsen, Matsushima, Aizu Wakamatsu, Iwaki Hawaiian Show, Tokyo.
MONTEREY-NAPA VALLEY BY TRAIN (Carol Hida) . . . . . . . . . . . . May 22-26
Three train experiences including the World Famous Napa Valley Wine Train.
GRANDPARENTS-GRANDCHILDREN JAPAN TOUR (Ernest Hida) . . . . Jun 19-29
Tokyo, Hakone/Atami, Hiroshima, Kyoto. Craftmaking hands-on experiences.
CANADIAN ROCKIES-GLACIER NATIONAL PARK TOUR (Carol Hida) . . Jul 27-Aug 2
Calgary, Glacier National Park, Kootenay National Park, Lake Louise,
Columbia Icefields Parkway, Moraine Lake, Banff.
KENYA WILDLIFE SAFARI HOLIDAY TOUR (Carol Hida) . . . . . . . . . . .Sep 4-15
Nairobi, Amboseli-Nakuru Lake-Masai Mara National Parks, Mt. Kenya Safari Club,
Sweetwaters Tented Camp, Jane Goodall Chimpanze Sanctuary.
SEDONA-GRAND CANYON HOLIDAY TOUR (Carol Hida) . . . . . . . . . . . Oct 2-7
Phoenix, Scottsdale, Sedona, Flagstaff, Grand Canyon, Route 66, Laughlin.
JAPAN AUTUMN COUNTRYSIDE HOLIDAY TOUR (Ernest Hida) . . . . . . Oct 9-21
Tokyo, Shimoda, Shizuoka, Yamanashi, Matsumoto, Takayama, Kyoto.
OKINAWA HOLIDAY TOUR (Ernest Hida). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov 10-20
Naha, Onnason, Islands of Ishigaki, Iriomote and Taketomo.
For more information and reservations, please contact:
AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL
312 E. 1st Street, Suite 240 * Los Angeles, CA 90012
Tel: (213)625-2232 * Email: americanholiday@att.net
Ernest or Carol Hida
NOTE: During this pandemic until further notice, our office is closed temporarily, therefore,
please contact us by email only. For any mailings, please send it to:
American Holiday Travel
P.O. Box 3781
Montebello, CA 90640-9997
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NIKKEI VOICE

COMMUNITY MEANS REPRESENTATION:
IT’S GETTING BETTER, BUT STILL HAS
AGES-OLD CHALLENGES

(Left) A poster for “Madama Buttery” by Adol o Hohrenstein (Below)
he cover, created by eopoldo
etlicovit , o the rst edition o
“ adama Butter y.”

By Gil Asakawa

J

apanese Americans and the wider
Asian American and Pacific Islander
communities are seeing more of
ourselves reflected in pop culture
these days, but the high arts has a ways to
go. It’s important to recognize the ongoing
challenges of representation because
they affect our view of ourselves and our
community.
The past year and a half has seen a
rise in anti-Asian hate crimes across the
United States, thanks to fanning of the
racism sparked the Covid-19 pandemic.
And yet, Asians have become more and
more a part of the American cultural fabric.
Through arts and entertainment (and yeah,
food), stereotypes, ignorance and long-held
animus can be called out, confronted and,
hopefully, discussed so that solutions to the
historical hate can be found for the future.
Pop culture has definitely embraced
Asians as a part of American society, with
productions that were started in motion
long before even the arrival of Covid.
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten
Rings” has introduced audiences this fall
to a hunky AAPI superhero with Simu Liu
in the starring role, but the movie wasn’t
produced in the pandemic bubble or as a
reaction to the anti-Asian attacks. Marvel’s
Asian superhero movie was greenlit in 2001
and went into serious production in 2019.
The timing this year was perfect: Having
a butt-kicking AAPI superhero and a wisecracking sidekick in Awkwafina taking
over the boxoffice totals for a full month
and succeeding as a streaming hit gave
some hope that things might be changing
for Asians in America. The recent addition
of Ji-Young, the first-ever Asian American
Muppet character on “Sesame Street”
boosted this feeling of cultural arrival.
Sure, there are lots more Asians working
in pop culture now in TV shows and movies
and even commercials that represent more
opportunities for our faces to be a part of
“mainstream” America.
But we can look at other arts and see
long-held stereotypes and racist tropes
still on display — and considered classics,

Dancer/choreographer
Phil Chan, who
co-founded “Final Bow
for Yellowface” in 2017,
is advocating for
appropriate Asian
representation in the
theater world.
PHOTO: FACEBOOK
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no less. The Broadway musical theater
world still loves “Miss Saigon” despite
its racist and misogynist story about a
Vietnamese woman who falls in love with
an American GI.
And, that story is just the modernized
version of “Madama Butterfly,” Puccini’s
celebrated 1904 opera about a Japanese
woman who falls in love with an American
soldier stationed in Japan. It doesn’t require
a spoiler alert to say that in both the opera
and musical, the woman has a baby after
the soldier leaves her, and when he comes
back some years later with his American
wife, the woman commits suicide.
“Madama Butterfly” is one of the giants
of the opera canon — it’s a classic that’s
cited for its drama and music, as well as its
biting criticism of American imperialism.
But the opera does catch flak for its
outdated portrayal of Japanese culture
and exotification of Japanese women.
When Central City Opera performed it two
years ago, my wife and I met with opera
management and shared our concerns.
We were invited to discuss the issue in
a CCO podcast, and the cast and crew
added preshow talks about the problematic
portrayals and representations.
The Boston Lyric Opera had planned to
raise the curtain on “Madama Butterfly”
for the fall 2021 season, but amidst the
headlines about anti-Asian hate, BLO’s
management and its cast and crew earlier

decided not to perform it.
Instead, they’ve launched “The Butterfly
Process,” a series of public discussions
and community events to “re-examine the
history and legacy of this opera” and find
ways to acknowledge its artistic legacy
without continuing its racial legacy.
The BLO asked Phil Chan, a dancer and
choreographer who in 2017 co-founded
“Final Bow for Yellowface” with his partner,
Georgina Pazcoguin, for help. “Final Bow
for Yellowface” was launched because
of the number in Tchaikovsky’s “The
Nutcracker” — yes, the seasonal classical
favorite — that features a “Chinese” dance
that was too often performed as a racial
caricature with white dancers in yellowface.
Chan has a reputation as a creative
who brings a multicultural perspective to
even the canon of classical “high arts” —
meaning European, white-centered arts.
He’s not the only one, or the first
person to push for AAPIs in the arts.
“There’s the Coalition for Asian Pacifics
in Entertainment, who’ve been having this
conversation and leading it in Hollywood
already for, you know, 40-50 years already,”
Chan said in an interview.
But the lack of appropriate Asian
representation in dance pushed him to
help launch “Final Bow for Yellowface.”
“It’s, you know, what is my tiny corner of
the world? Where can I make a difference?
So, Chan started with dance, aiming at
“Nutcracker,” and every holiday season
as symphonies across the country drag out
the chestnut, he and his partner get media
coverage. But, he added, “I’m an opera
queen, a self-professed opera queen,” so
he’s now hoping to get the same attention
for “Butterfly.” He’s working with a new
organization, the Asian Opera Alliance, and
hopes it can have some impact on an artform
that is decidedly Eurocentric, in both its
canon and its name-brand performers.
“I think the reason why BLO came to me
was because sort of my niche is figuring
out how do we take traditional Eurocentric
works and expand them for a multiracial
audience,” Chan said.

Chan cautioned that he’s not pushing for
cancel culture. “I’m not saying that any
white artist from Europe is inherently a
colonialist, anything they made from Europe
ever needs to not be performed anymore in
order to make room for, you know, voices
of color. That’s not how it works. In reality,
like, yes, that would be lovely.
“And looking at works like ‘Butterfly’
and like ‘Nutcracker,’ yeah, they’re kind
of colonialist, you could say that, but they
also bring in enough money so that these
opera companies can commission new
works by people of color. So, it’s sort of
we’re using them to bring equity.”
When he met with the Asian Opera
Alliance on Zoom, Chan said the people
on the call had all performed in “Butterfly.”
“We talked about the issues around
‘Butterfly,’ we talked about the issues
onstage, you know, everything from Japanese
stuff to bad artistic choices that directors have
made, microaggressions like white directors
telling them how to act more Japanese when
they are of Japanese descent.”
That AOA meeting set the stage for the
current process. “So, what do these opera
companies do in the larger ecosystem?
Those are the questions that came out of
that conversation. And I think BLO realized
that they couldn’t ever stage ‘Butterfly,’
again, without going this deep, without
really asking some of these questions.”
The Butterfly Process (https://blo.org/
butterfly-process/) began Dec. 14 with a
free online discussion about the history of
“Butterfly” and its impact through WWII
(performances were canceled after the
war because people thought the opera was
pro-Japanese). The conversation featured
Chan and Dr. Kunio Hara, a Japanese-born
professor of music history and an expert
on Puccini and Orientalism in music.
The spirit of community is what we all
need to celebrate this season — and all
year. Happy Holidays, everyone!
Gil Asakawa is the author of
“Tabemasho! Let’s Eat! A Tasty History
of Japanese Food in America,” which
will be published by Stone Bridge Press
in 2022. He blogs at www.nikkeiview.com.
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BOOK REVIEW

‘When Can
We Go
Back to
America?’
A tting memorial to
truth, honor and courage
By Don DeNevi
Contributor

T

o begin with, no book review can
Taking the liberty to channel his
do justice to an author who can
thoughts, I’m certain he would tell her
so easily sear herself into the
something like: “I don’t know whether
imagination of the reader.
your cogent, near-masterpiece will be the
Through her amazing amalgam of devo- ultimate book to come out of our four-year
tion to parents and ancestry, inherited high
concentration camp plight. That’s a pretty
intelligence and gracious sensitivity, author large order. But your steadfast drive to
Susan Kamei not
complete a hard, selfonly illumines one of
imposed commitment
the darkest political
brings deserved recogand social periods
nition to you personally
in American history,
for believing in writing
but she also disinters
the story lest fellow
its true nature and
Americans, our very
aftermath.
neighbors, begin to forFrom the founget that we of Japanese
tainhead of great
blood lived in a climate
reportage, her
that demanded if any
perceptive eye for
one of us had one-sixunsparing detail,
teenth Japanese blood
commingling with
in us we must of had
the precision and
to be herded into strict
economy of landisciplinary camps,
guage, the ability
American style; that all
Author Susan amei
to remain resolute
young American men
while concealing tears and anger and,
of Japanese ancestry had to be castrated or
above all, the intrinsic urge, nurtured and
sterilized or ‘ . . . we would breed like rats,’
nourished by mom and dad, to tell the truth, or, all 120,000 of us should be placed on a
has guided her into heartbreaking injustice
s a is an in the acific an the is an
where other writers avert their gaze.
blown up . . .
Kamei’s stunning compendium, “When
“So, dear Susan, I wish and hope all
Can We Go Back to America — Voices of
America reads your book, the product of a
Japanese American Incarceration During
wonderful, powerful, compassionate mind,
World War II” (Simon & Schuster; 2021,
reminding the world of that cold, gloomy,
711 pp, $22.99), is being hailed as a priceoften terrifying ‘climate’ of hate, prejudice
less literary achievement and reference.
and often, even jealousy, as well as what
Sec. Norman Y. Mineta acclaims the comhappened to us. And, yes, we are Japanese,
piled years of research, editing and writing
but Japanese AMERICAN! Not in the sad,
as “a landmark” in WWII literature.
sick wa t en ohn
e itt co As someone who, like Kamei, was
mander of the 4th California District, who
friends with and knew Mike Masaoka —
so gleefully carried out our evacuation
the valiant, decorated combat war veteran
and publicly screamed, ‘A Jap’s a Jap and
an first nationa secretar o the
no matter what you do with him, and his
who fought so hard to restore the rights
American citizenship, he’s still a Jap.’ I
of Japanese Americans — I’m certain he
agree what you say about him in your book.
would no doubt, were he still with us,
So, Susan, I, too, am enormously proud of
applaud this book.
what you’ve created in your book. Thank

you for giving America, and the world,
your extraordinary eyewitness to history.”
Of course, Mineta and Masaoka’s (imagined!) statements, along with the inordinate
number of interviewees, or contributors
who have dealt with her directly, Kamei’s
mesmerizing “When Can We Go Back
to America” is unequivocally the mostimportant portrait yet written on what it
meant to be a Japanese American citizen
whose ethos and ethnicity condemned them
to isolation during the duration of the war.
For most non-Japanese Americans, reading
her book will create a hitherto unknown,
unexperienced historical event.
Historians, scholars, novelists, buffs and
researchers of all persuasions heap great

Kamei’s stunning
compendium, ‘When
Can We Go Back to
America — Voices of
Japanese American
Incarceration During World II,’ is being
hailed as a priceless
literary achievement
and reference.
praise on those responsible for the author’s
superbly crafted Table of Contents chapters
and standard subject headings, all beginning with Dec. 7, 1941, and concluding
in the early 1980s, followed by comprehensive Appendices and pages of Further
Resources. Especially helpful for further
research and study are countless encyclope-

dic articles, all accessible by a full index.
Of note, readers will be enthralled with
the Epilogue. Most Japanese Americans
know by heart 18-year-old Marion Tsuruko Konishi’s “Valedictorian Address”
delivered at Amache Senior High School,
Granada War Relocation Authority Center,
1943, that Masaoka often referred to when
non- JA visitors paid their respects in his
o fice his re iewer sa s
tears
don’t well up in your eyes upon reading her
words than . . . .”
Sad, in the section that follows, that
facial photos aren’t attached to the
118 Biographical Sketches of Contributors
in Part Six. The 180 pages that follow conclude the mammoth volume with a list of
assembly centers and their addresses; War
Relocation Authority centers; Department
of Justice Internment Camps for Enemy
Aliens; U.S. Army Internment Camps for
Aliens; a 40-page Timeline; a Glossary;
ontrib tor otes ist o bbre iations
and Chapter Sources.
Susan, a personal note from this reviewer
who insists there is no reviewing your book
other than to write that you’ve achieved
what you deemed to accomplish, based
upon the natural goodness, the beauty, and
light your dad and mom imbued you with
— you Preserved Honor (thank you, Kristen Taketa) of the Good People far beyond
unconscionable injustice.

Don DeNevi was born in 1937 and raised
in south Stockton, Calif. He retired as a
teacher, then worked for the California
prison system. He has written more than
nonfiction oo s which are a ai a e
on Amazon. Growing up, he had several
Nisei neighbors, and his friends’ disappearances beginning in 1942 is marked
indelibly in his memory, as is the return of
the 11 members of the Nishimoto family
from the Rohwer WRA Center in the
fall of 1945.
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HONORING THE HUMAN SPIRIT

(Far left) Topaz
survivor Akemi
Ina made a cross
similar to one
made for James
Wakasa’s funeral in
1943.
PHOTO: MARI MATSUMOTO

(Left) Nancy Ukai
ties a flower to the
barbed-wire fence.
PHOTO: EMIKO OMORI

(Below left) Ruth
Wakabayashi ties
a flower while
Sen. Jani Iwamoto
offers incense at
the butsudan.
(Below) Masako
Takahashi ties a
flower.

Ceremonies consecrate the Wakasa
Monument site as the National Park
Service begins its assessment.
By Nancy Ukai,
Contributor

W

hen 2021 began, the Wakasa
Monument, the most sacred
artifact of Utah’s Topaz concentration camp, was safe in
the earth, buried 12 feet inside the west fence,
a small portion of it sticking up above the
ground.
By mid-year — on July 27, to be exact — the
monument signifying the murder of 63-yearold James Wakasa by Pfc. Gerald Philpott,
an Army sentry, was secretly dragged from its
resting place by a construction worker hired
by the Topaz Museum Board.
On Dec. 1, the ground where multiple
crimes had occurred — Wakasa’s murder on
April 11, 1943, and the heritage crime of digging up his memorial without archaeologists

or Japanese Americans present
— was marked by traffic cones
and orange flagging tape placed
by officials of the National Park
Service’s Heritage Partnership
program.
The orange ribbons, reminiscent of a construction zone and a
crime scene, were actually meant
to prevent visitors from walking on the site
during NPS field work there on Dec. 1.
But the perimeter tape also symbolized protection and acknowledgement of the site where
Wakasa was killed by a guard as well as the
first time in 78 years that Japanese Americans
knowingly stood near the hallowed ground
where Wakasa died of a gunshot wound to the
heart.
That’s because the exact place of Wakasa’s
death had not been known until his monument
was rediscovered last year by archaeologists
Jeff Burton and Mary Farrell of Lone Pine,
Calif. They were guided by a hand-drawn
1943 map by Issei George Shimamoto of the
killing site found in the National Archives.
“The finding of this stone is a miracle,”
said Chizu Omori, 91, a Poston survivor
and a member of the Wakasa Memorial
Committee (WMC), a group formed shortly

(Top) Topaz survivors, descendants and allies with the excavated Wakasa Monument
stone at the Topaz Museum courtyard.
PHOTO: ALAN KONDO

(Above) Rev. Jerry Hirano (left) of the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple brought a butsudan to
the site and offered prayers during the Dec. 1 memorial gathering.
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PHOTO: EMIKO OMORI

after the monument was excavated.
The memorial had been built by Wakasa’s
Issei friends, in defiance of camp officials, and
buried by them after government orders to
demolish it. It was a “stone communique from
the other side,” wrote a local journalist.
The monument was estimated to weigh
between 800 and 1,000 pounds, with a height
of about five feet, a depth of 24 inches and a
width of about a yard.
Now, NPS specialists had arrived at Topaz
to assess the condition of the filled-in hole,
where the monument had been removed, and
the monument itself, now stored in the courtyard of the Topaz Museum in Delta, Utah.
The NPS specialists were invited to carry
out the technical study by the Topaz Museum
Board.
With their invitation, the museum was
signaling welcome agreement with one of
the six steps proposed by the Wakasa
committee — for a professional assessment of
the desecrated site and artifacts.
Other steps include collaboration on
curation, interpretation and treatment of the
site and monument after a memorandum
of agreement formalizes the structure of
future discussions.
The creation of an MOA has so far been
rejected by the board.
Patrick Hayashi, who was born at Topaz
but did not attend the Dec. 1 ceremony, expressed keen interest in the results of the
study: The worker used a “forklift and chain
to pull the monument out of the ground

I N - D E PTH
PHOTOS: (LEFT) NANCY UKAI; (BELOW) UTAH DIVISION OF

(Right) Kiyoshi Ina,
Akemi Ina, Masako
Takahashi and Ned
Isokawa were all born
at Topaz.

STATE HISTORY; (BELOW) NANCY UKAI

(Far right) The Wakasa
Monument was
removed on July 27.
The white circle indicates the filled-in hole.
(Below) Pictured (from
left) are Edie Mitko,
Mark Izu, James Russell, Nancy Ukai, Mari
Matsumoto, Masako
Takahashi, Claudia
Katayanagi, Kiyoshi
Ina, Chizu Omori,
Akemi Ina, Ruth
Wakabayashi and Alan
Kondo with Ruth’s
dog, Bodhi, who reminded everyone that
Mr. Wakasa was shot
while walking his dog.

and drag it along the dirt. In the process, part
of the monument was broken off. If Mr.
Wakasa’s friends had buried anything with
the monument, or if they had written anything
on the monument, all that is lost forever.”
Twelve Japanese Americans and allies
from the WMC traveled from California to
bear witness to the NPS field study and hold
ceremonies in honor of Wakasa and family
members.
They lined up to offer incense at a butsudan
brought to the fence by Rev. Jerry Hirano of
the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple.
State Sen. Jani Iwamoto (D-Utah)
was among the attendees that included
Topaz Board members, NPS specialists, the
granddaughter of a WRA employee and Ned
Isokawa of the Bay Area, who represented the

museum board.
Each participant laid a fresh flower at
the base of a cross for Wakasa, who was
Christian.
The cross was made of paper flowers by
Akemi Ina, 78, who was born at Topaz the
day after Wakasa was killed.
“My mother gave birth to me the next day,”
Ina recalled. “I know that she was affected
by his death as everyone in the camp was.
She had a difficult delivery.
“The horror of it happening to one of them,”
she continued, “must have been indescribably
fearful, offensive, frustrating and very, very
sad.”
Paper flowers were attached to the
barbed-wire fence by Topaz survivors and
descendants as Mark Izu of San Francisco
played the gagaku sho, a Japanese wind instrument made from bamboo.
Masako Takahashi, who was born at Topaz
in 1944, expressed anger at the reason why
the group “had to be here.”
She sits on the WMC’s Advisory
Council, whose 16 members include
JACL’s NCWNP district, Fred T. Korematsu
Institute’s Karen Korematsu, psychotherapist
Satsuki Ina and Topaz survivor and historian

Tetsuden Kashima.
Takahashi told Matt Ward of the Millard
County Chronicle Progress that the stone
should be in a place where “it would be accessible to historians, educators and stakeholders, other Japanese Americans . . .” such as
“the Japanese American National Museum in
Los Angeles . . . or it could be in the Japanese
cemetery in the Bay Area, in San Francisco,
which is the only Japanese cemetery in the
country and where Japanese have been buried
since the 1800s.”
The Topaz Museum forfeited its role in
how the moment is handled in the future,
Takahashi said, considering the manner in
which it was removed.
The NPS team report is expected to be
ready in mid-January.
Nancy Ukai is on the board of the
Berkeley chapter, P.C. Editorial Board
Member and a member of the WMC.
She is director of the website 50objects.org
and wrote about Wakasa’s “Demolished
Monument” in which the map she found
in the National Archives is posted. It led the
archaeologists to rediscover the monument.

(Near right) Nancy
Ukai and Chizu Omori
along with allies from
the Wakasa Monument
Committee.
(Right) Orange perimeter
tape on the site during
NPS field work
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C O MM E NTA RY

REIMAGINE EVERY THING

THE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
— NOW AND BEYOND
By Ron Mori

I

know this holiday season is
special to all of us. After 21
months of adjusting to life
during the pandemic, we
are starting to see signs of our
life before the pandemic. More
offices are opening up, and in
a few weeks, I will be heading
back to the office on Jan. . As
I reflect back, we have all had time
to slow down, reassess and adjust
to our new normal as individuals
and as a community at home. For
many of us, social isolation has
not been easy, and it’s especially
hard during the holidays for older
adults without internet access and
computer skills.
During this time, many of us
have become Zoom, Teams and
Google Hangout pros, not to
mention we’re also caught up
on the latest streaming content
and newest shows. I have to
thank JACL National and JACL

chapters across the country that
have hosted amazing virtual programs during the pandemic.
I hope this trend continues, as
these virtual programs have really
been a best-in-class example of
the spirit of our community from
across the country with excellent
programming. My heartfelt thanks
to all of the volunteers, hosts and
guests of these programs over the
past two years. There truly were
not enough hours in a week for
me to take in all the great virtual
programming. Please continue the
great work in sharing the spirit of
our JA community.
At AARP, the pandemic has
prevented us from hosting in-person events and programs. However, we have continued to expand
our outreach through our AARP
Virtual Community Center, an online destination where anyone can
find a wide array of free online
classes and events designed for

self-improvement, learning and
fun — including offerings to empower older adults to overcome
barriers to digital engagement by
fostering skills and giving them
the confidence needed to use technology and stay connected.
“Tech access and literacy can
be the difference between being able to work, order food and
medications, learn about vaccine
availability in your community
and stay in touch with friends
and family — or feeling isolated
and reliant on others,” said Scott
Frisch, AARP executive vp and COO. The
AARP Virtual Community Center offers a
wide variety of live activities and classes and
can help you feel more
connected, but all from
the convenience and
safety of your home.
In a past article,

L E G A L- E A S E :
A N AT T O R N E Y ’ S P E R S P E C T I V E

BECOMING MULTICULTURAL
By Judd Matsunaga, Esq.

I

n the 19 0s, as a young child
in elementary school, I can
recall learning that America
was one big “melting pot.”
The “melting pot” theory is used
to describe how immigrants who
come to America eventually become assimilated into American
culture, thus creating multiple cultures that have blended into one.
This made sense to me. Because of World War II, internment
camps and discrimination, the
Nisei raised their kids to become
“Americanized.” So, my parents
gave all four of their children
Western names, i.e., Marsha,
Mark, Laura and Judd. None of
us even speak Japanese. In fact,
very few Sansei that I know speak
Japanese. As far as the Yonsei —
forget about it!!!
I grew up in a Japanese American neighborhood called the
“Crenshaw District” of Los
Angeles. As a bunch of Sansei
kids, my childhood friends and I
didn’t see ourselves as Japanese
or even Japanese Americans, but
as Americans.
Years later, as a teenager at
Beverly Hills High School (after moving out of Crenshaw) in
the early ’70s, I learned about the

“salad bowl” theory. The “salad
bowl” theory is a different view
describing that immigrants who
come to America combine their
cultures with others, but still retain
their own cultural identity. The
“salad bowl” metaphor was of
particular interest to me since I
was the only Asian in my class
and didn’t feel “blended” into
“one” with my Caucasian (or
Jewish) classmates.
Once I got to CLA in the late1970s, I was happy to learn there
was an “Asian Room” where all the
Japanese American students would
hang out. I wrote a term paper for
an Asian American Studies class on
the rate of out-marriage amongst
Japanese American Sansei’s. The
Issei and Nisei that I interviewed
seemed “O ” with their children
and/or grandchildren marrying
outside the Japanese community
(provided it was white or Chinese).
However, the by-product of becoming “Americanized” has been
the loss of cultural identity. Today,
most Yonsei have married outside
the Japanese American community. Their kids are (or will be)
half this, quarter that, etc. It is the
exception that a Yonsei child will
marry within the Japanese American community. Like it or not, the
Japanese American community is

becoming “multicultural.” One
can even argue that it is slowly
disappearing.
For example, the Japanese
American church where my parents were married over 0 years
ago has but a handful of Japanese
American members.
Years ago, I asked the director
of a large Japanese American
Community Center in Los Angeles, “What will happen to the
community center once all the
Nisei gone?” He replied, “It will
probably be turned into a community center for other Asian
and Pacific Islanders groups and
organizations.” What a shame!!!
You say, “Hogwash, melting
pot simply goes too far. There’s
still hope for a Japanese American
community.” I hope you’re right.
I’m sure it is the hope of every Nisei and Sansei that their children,
and their children’s children, grow
up with an understanding of their
roots and a sense of ethnic pride.
In a way, “The Spirit of Community” is a battle cry for help. If
there is to be a Japanese American
community in the future, now is
the time for Japanese Americans
to step up and support it.
Years ago, the CEO of a major
Japanese American nonprofit in
Los Angeles said to me before it

I wrote about OATS (Older Adults
Technology Services) digital literacy courses, resources and events
that are a key part of the AARP
Virtual Community Center, which
is free for AARP members and
nonmembers alike.
With everything from free movies, concerts, cooking classes and
museum tours to exercise classes, trainings for the 50+ worker,
caregiving help and lectures from
top professors, the virtual center
continues to offer free interactive
online events and classes designed
for learning, self-improvement
and fun.
AARP hosted a very special
virtual event on Dec. 1 with
Apolo Ono, risti Yamaguchi
and Alex and Maia Shibutani.
To learn more about it, visit the

AARP AAPI Facebook page.
I also know many of us have
had moments to think about our
life, and our what’s next post
pandemic. I have, and after
wonderful years, I have decided
to step aside and pass the baton to
the next generation to continue to
advocate for the 50 community.
It has been an honor for me to
work with the staff of the c c
Citizen and bring AARP content
to your reading world. I wish all
of you the best in 2022 and in the
years to come.
Ron Mori is a member of
the Washington, D.C., JACL
chapter and manager of
community, states and national
affairs — multicultural leadership for AARP.
AARP is hosting
a special holiday
discussion
featuring AAPI
Olympic athletes.
Visit AARP for
details on how to
view this special
program.
PHOTO: AARP

shut its doors, “The Sansei don’t
give like the Nisei did.”
But it’s not too late for the
Sansei!!! To support the “Spirit of Community,” the Sansei
must open their wallets and give
back. If not, there may not be a
“community” to support in the
years to come. If you’re a Sansei,
find the local Japanese American
Community Centers, or national
organizations like Go For Broke
National Education Center, and
papers like the c c t e
and give back to the community.
Great time to “plug” one of the
Japanese American nonprofits
that I support, izuna. “ izuna
was founded on the core value
of giving — giving back to the
community, giving thanks to the
generations that came before us
and giving hope for our community’s future.”
With the help of the Sansei
and Yonsei, the Japanese American community will continue to
thrive in the future. But not as a
“melting pot,” which erases the
Japanese American
identity. And not as
the “salad bowl,”
which does not go
far enough to bring

us together.
Instead, our hope is that the
Japanese American community
will survive as a dish arguably
more delicious than either the
“melting pot” or the “salad bowl,”
i.e., the “chili bowl.” It offers the
right balance between individuality and commonality — unique
and identifiable ingredients, tied
together with a single sauce.
A “chili bowl” metaphor strikes
the right balance of uniqueness
and collective identity. The Japanese American community is
becoming a “chili bowl.”
Judd Matsunaga is the founding attorney of Elder Law Services of California, a law firm that
specializes in Medi-Cal Planning,
Estate Planning and Probate. He
can be contacted at (310) 3482995 or judd@elderlawcalifornia.
com. The opinions expressed in
this article are the author’s own
and do not necessarily reflect
the view of the Pacific Citizen or
constitute legal or tax advice and
should not be treated as such.

“The East
Coast
atsunaga’s”
PHOTO: COURTESY OF
JUDD MATSUNAGA
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Notable Deaths of 2021
Listed in ChronoLogiCaL order

David Ibata, Corky Lee and
Jimmy Lee
Ibata, 66, of Chicago, died
Jan. 26. Corky Lee, 73,
of New York, died Jan. 27.
Jimmy Lee, 48, of Los Angeles, died Feb. 7. All three were
journalists, and all three deaths
were related to Covid-19.
Ibata’s career included stints
at the Chicago Tribune and the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Corky Lee, a photojournalist,
received the Asian American
Journalists Association’s Dr.
Suzanne Ahn Award for Civil
Rights and Social Justice for
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders in 2009.
Jimmy Lee was an editor at
KoreAm, a Los Angeles-based
English-language magazine
aimed at the younger Korean
Americans demographic. Lee
was its managing editor from
1999-2007.

Eunice Sato
Sato, who died on Feb.
12 at 99, served as mayor of
Long Beach, Calif., from 198082. She was the first woman
mayor of Long Beach and the
first Asian American woman
mayor of a city of its size. She
was also honored in 1996 by
the government of Japan with
a kunsho, the Order of the
Sacred Treasure, Gold Rays
with Rosette, for her role in advancing U.S.-Japan relations.
In 2015, the Sato Academy of
Mathematics and Science was
named in her honor.
Sato’s political career began
in Long Beach when she
began volunteering for the PTA
and her church. In 1975, she
ran for and won the Seventh
District City Council seat in
1975. She is credited for helping lay the groundwork for the
revitalization of Long Beach’s
downtown, which was described as being “at the rock
bottom” in the mid-1970s.
At the state level, Gov.
George Deukmejian appointed
her to serve on three state
commissions. At the national
level, President George H. W.
Bush appointed her to serve
on the National Advisory
Council on Educational
Research.
On the issue of Japanese
American redress, Sato’s was
a prominent voice opposed
to monetary damages. After
President Ronald Reagan
signed the historic redress bill
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on Aug. 10, 1988, Sato
donated her $20,000 to the
JACL Legacy Fund.
Sato was predeceased by
her husband, Thomas and
her siblings Joseph, Rose,
Julia, Robert and Art. She is
survived by her daughter and
sons and their families.

Ron Katsuyama
Katsuyama, who died on
March 2 at 76, at Stanford
Hospital after developing
a sudden, aggressive lymphoma, was a lifelong JACL
member. During his decades
with the JACL, he served as
the president of the Dayton
JACL chapter in Ohio, the
Midwest governor (2007) and
as JACL National Board VP of
Public Affairs (2010).
During WWII, his family
was incarcerated at the WRA
Center in Minidoka, Idaho.
Katsuyama grew up in San
Francisco. He graduated from
Washington High School and
UC Berkeley before earning a
Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University. Ron was honored as a
professor emeritus of psychology at the University of Dayton
in 2017 when he retired after
44 years of research in child
psychology and social justice
issues.
In Ohio, Katsuyama cofounded the Dayton Asian
American Council and Ohio
Asian American Health Coalition. He also served on the
Ohio Governor’s Asian Pacific
Islander Advisory Committee
for Govs. Strickland, Kasich
and DeWine. In the arts, he
served as a board member
of the Victoria Theater Association and the Human Race
Theatre, where he worked to
bring George Takei to Dayton
to perform the musical “Pacific
Overtures.” Ron also served
as a Japanese American
National Museum governor.
He is survived by his wife,
Jane; children, Sean (Hyunju)
and Jana (Tito); grandchild,
Tatsuo; niece, Kathy Brodowy
(Bret); and many relatives.
Paul Andre Michels, 54,
Xiaojie “Emily” Tan, 49,
Daoyou Feng, 44, Delaina
Yaun, 33; Suncha Kim, 69,
Soon Chung Park, 74, Hyun
Jung Grant, 51, and Yong Ae
Yue, 63, were killed by a gunman on March 16 in Cherokee and Fulton counties in
Georgia. The gunman also
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wounded Elcias Hernandez
Ortiz, the sole survivor of the
slayings.

Bob Shimabukuro
Shimabukuro, who died
on March 29 at 75, served in
editorial roles at the Pacific
Citizen and the International
Examiner. During his time on
the P.C. staff, he wrote a column titled “One Thing Leads
to Another.” He also wrote
the book “Born in Seattle:
The Campaign for Japanese
American Redress,” a project
of the Seattle JACL chapter.
Shimabukuro was born on
the island of Maui in Hawaii.
He attended Reed College and
earned a philosophy degree.
While in Portland, Ore., served
as the as president of the
Portland JACL chapter during
the time of the Commission
on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians hearings in the early 1980s and
assisted in preparing former
incarcerees to speak publicly
about their experiences.
In 1996, the Seattle JACL
chapter recognized Shimabukuro for his activism and community service with its Don
Kazama Human Rights award.
Robert Sadamu Shimabukuro was predeceased by his
parents, Zenshu and Yasuko
Shimabukuro. He is survived
by his widow, Alice Ito; and
children, Mira Shimabukuro
(Wayne Au) and Zenwa Shimabukuro; grandson, Mako;
siblings, Toki Shimabukuro,
Ann Colunga (John Droegmiller), Roy Shimabukuro, Ned
Shimabukuro (Dee); and Irene
Whitaker (George); and nieces
and nephews.
Haunani-Kay Trask
Trask, who died on July 3
at 71, in Honolulu, was an
outspoken advocate for
Hawaiian sovereignty. The
cause of death was cancer.
Trask wrote the book “Notes
From a Native Daughter:
Colonialism and Sovereignty
in Hawaii.” She was a professor of Hawaiian studies at the
University of Hawaii.
Gunther Hashida
Hashida, who died on July
29 at 43, was an 18-year
veteran of Washington’s Metropolitan Police Department.
He responded to the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
His death was a suicide. He

is survived by his wife, three
children and a sister.
Janice Mirikitani
Mirikitani, who died on
July 29 at 80, operated San
Francisco’s Glide Memorial
Church with her husband,
the Rev. Cecil Williams. She
led the Glide Foundation and
was executive director of the
Janice Mirikitani-Glide Family
Youth and Child Care Center.
In 2000, she was named San
Francisco’s poet laureate.

Holly Yasui
Yasui, who died on Oct. 31
at 67, was an educator, activist and filmmaker. She died
at a hospital in the town of
Celaya, not from where she
had made her home in San
Miguel de Allende, in the state
of Guanajuato, Mexico. The
cause of death was related to
Covid-19.
A Denver native, she and
sisters Iris and Laurie were
the three daughters of Tsuru
“True” and Min Yasui. Holly,
the youngest, had spent the
last several years paying tribute to her late father’s legacy.
Min Yasui, who died in 1986,
was a stalwart leader within
the JACL. His WW II-era challenge to a curfew singling out
those of Japanese ancestry, including U.S. citizens,
reached the Supreme Court.
In addition to being an
educator, writer, playwright
and activist, Holly Yasui was
also a filmmaker, and she used
those skills in collaboration
with Will Doolittle to share her
father’s story via the documentary movie “Never Give
Up! Minoru Yasui and the Fight
for Justice,” which premiered
on March 28, 2017, in Salem,
Ore., in conjunction with
Minoru Yasui Day.
Prior to that, she wrote the
play “Citizen Min,” also about
her father, and co-founded the
Minoru Yasui Tribute Committee with Peggy Nagae, who
served as the lead attorney for
Min Yasui’s revived attempt to
overturn the 1943 Supreme
Court decision using an arcane legal procedure known
as writ of error coram nobis.
In 2016, the Minoru Yasui
Tribute Committee successfully nominated Min for a Presidential Medal of Freedom,
which he received posthumously in 2015.
Holly Yasui is survived by

her partner, Gerardo Armenta
Ojeda; sisters, Iris and Laurie;
and many friends and relatives.
Kevin Nishita
Nishita, who died on Nov.
27 at 56, was serving as a
security guard for a KRON-TV
news location report in Oakland, Calif., on Nov. 24 when
he was shot in the abdomen
by a gunman who was trying
to steal the news crew’s
camera equipment.
Nishita, a retired police officer who had worked for the
Oakland Housing Authority,
and the police departments
of the cities of Hayward, San
Jose and Colma Police, died
at a hospital. Thus far, no
arrests have been made.
Donations to Nishita’s survivors can be made to the Kevin
Nishita Trust at Metropolitan
Bank. The account number:
116020591, routing number
121141343.
Nishita is survived by his
widow, two children, his sister
and three grandchildren.

Bob Dole
Dole, who died Dec. 5 at
age 98, was a U.S. senator for
the state of Kansas who ran
for president three times.
As young men, Dole and
Dan Inouye (pictured above)
and Sparky Matsunaga, all of
whom later became U.S. senators, fought the Nazis during
WWII. Dole and Inouye would
later spend time recuperating
from their war wounds at the
same Army hospitals.
The three came together
again in the Senate in spring
1988 to help make the Japanese American redress bill the
law of the land. Democrats
voted 44 in favor of S. 1009
and 7 against; Republicans,
25 in favor, 20 against.
The result was a 69-29 bipartisan, filibuster-proof majority, thanks mostly to the work
of Matsunaga. But without
Senate Minority Leader Bob
Dole, there was no way that 25
Republicans would have voted
for the bill. That overwhelming
majority ensured that Republican redress opponents, North
Carolina’s Jesse Helms and
Wyoming’s Malcolm Wallop,
could not sink the bill with a
filibuster.
That overwhelming Senate
majority also helped to reverse
opposition inside the Reagan
Administration to our bill. And
so, we owe a debt of gratitude
to Sen. Robert J. Dole.
—Grant Ujifusa

OBITUARIES

Abe, Masayo, 92, M
Park, CA, Sept. 13; she is
survived by her husband, Albert
Shogo Abe; daughters, Christi
A
C
M
S dra Abe (Ryan) Tsujii; sisters,
T
H
F
O
gc: 4.

Iwata, Shigeru, 91, Carson, CA,
Sept. 16; he was predeceased
F
N
I
C
I
I
N
A
J
Y
P I
gcv: 2.

Anzai, Yoshio, 82, Gardena,
CA, Sept. 17; an Army veteran,
he is survived by his children,
A
N
M
N
Yoko Anzai; he is also survived
by many nieces, nephew and
other relatives; gc: 5.

Kakita, Lilly Yuriko, 96, GardeCA O
N
M
Nagayama and Thomas (ArH
F
T
T
Tomiyama and Harriet (George)
Gerza; gc: 2; ggc: 3.

Domoto, Lily Yuriko, 92,
T
CA M
survived by her children, Denise
T
O
C
M
C
J
Hroto; siblings, Reiko Tsuchimoto,
H
F
A
C
Shoichi Shingu; sisters-in-law,
S
M
A
S
Shingu; gc: 6.

Kamimoto, Hitoshi, 84, F
CA O
-

Endo, Frederick, 94,
chi, Japan; he is survived by his
C
E
T
C
E
F
E
M
E
by many nieces and nephews.
Fukumoto, Randy Haruo, 89,
G
CA O
predeceased by his siblings,
T
F
J
F
J
A
R
M
S
M
E
C
F
H
F
T
A
F
H
H
G
F
Y
G
F
N
M
G
S
F
:
:
Fukuya, Mutsuo, 90, E
P
MN O
A

daughters, Nancy (Dan) CauP
D Y
S
D
M
:
:
Furuya, Anne Christine, 73,
San Jose CA, Nov. 20; she is
survived by her husband, Alan
F
G
Shimizu; and siblings Richard
(Chris) and Carol (Tommy
Hirabayashi)
Hanafusa, Karen, 75, Cypress,
CA, July 27; she is survived by
H
sister, Janis Hanafusa Tom; she
is also survived by many nieces,
nephews, grandnieces and a
grandnephew.
Hirashima, Yuriko Lilly, 98,
Granada Hills, CA, Sept. 18; she
is survived by her daughters,
I
P
R
Hamashita; brother, Dr. George
T
survived by other relatives;
gc: 3.
Hirayama, Satoshi
F
C
S

ibber,’ 91,

Ikeda, June Sumie, 92, Torrance, CA, Nov. 8; she is
survived by her husband, TaI
I
G
D T
O
:

T

H

M
E
J

E
J

ME
(Jose Angeles); daughter-in-law,
P
A
I
M
I
Haruko Nakagawa, Hanako
N
M
J
H
S
:
Kamon, George Hideo, 75,
S
M
CA A
was predeceased by his wife,
Tú Thi; he is survived by family
members.
Kanazawa, Shunro, 87, TorCA O
H
T
Y
by gc, nieces, nephews and
other relatives.
Kaneko, Clyde, 65, M
P
CA O
ceased by his parents, Hayao
Y
R
M G
J
Yamamoto; 3 three nieces,
2 nephews.
Kanzawa, Sanji, 86, M
P
O
M
T
S
M

Y
:

Kawakami, Marian, 69, F
CA O
her husband, David; children,
D
Kazahaya, Lily Yuriko, 99,
A
O
II
she was incarcerated at the
R
RA C
AR
was predeceased by her husG
by her children, Dianne and
Norio (Jeannie); daughter-in-law
Carol; she is also survived by
many nieces and nephews;
gc: 5; ggc: 7.
Kobayashi, Rachel, 84, CerCA O

S
Shimokochi; gc: 2.

R

Kuroda, Teruko, 99, SamA O
is survived by her children,
C
H
M
H
:
ggc: 3.
Masuda, Frances Eiko, 98,
Rosemead, CA, Sept. 26; during
II
M
T
RA C
predeceased by her husband,
A
T
M
is survived by her sons, Glenn
C
M
D
M R
H
M
she is also survived by many
nieces and nephews.

Nishimura, Toru Bill, 101, TorCA O
M
J
O
and Donna Nishimura; he is survived by many nieces, nephews
and other relatives; gc: 2.
Nishioki, Faye, 99, F
CA
Nov. 7; she was predeceased
by her husband, Norman, and
H
G
C
S
Yoshiko Niizawa (Johnny); she
is survived by her sons, Gary
S
I
S
:

EDITH IKEMOTO
E
I
99 years young in December, passed
away Sept. 24, 2021. She was a loyal
spouse, mother and grandmother.
S
I
C
and a survivor of the internment camp.
U
C
Area professional. Savvy investor.
E
and athletic sportswoman: bowler,
A
appreciation of hummingbirds.

Miwa, Fred Atsushi, 89,
P
CA O
A
veteran, he was predeceased by
Y
M
S
T
M
T
M
J
he is also survived by other
relatives.

F -

S
S
survived by many nieces, nephews and other relatives; gc: 6.
Motoyasu, Takashi Ted, 98,
Torrance, CA, Aug. 30; he is
survived by his children, Joyce
Straky, Steve and James (DarM
T
M
N
gc: 4.
Nakagawa, Sugako, 90,
G
CA O
is survived by her daughter,
M
N
P.C. editor); she is also survived
by many nieces, nephews and
other relatives.
Nakagawa, Tsuneko S., 93,
I
CA S
C
JAC
Chicago resident, she aided in
convincing Sen. Charles Percy
RI
establish the Commission on
R
I
ment of Civilians during the
Redress Campaign.
Nakagawa, Viola Sadako, 100,
A
CA J
F
Nakagawa; survived by sister,
D
M
nieces, nephews, other family
members, and friends.
Nakamura, Ruchi, 84,
H
CA O
M
N

Okura, David Masao, 82
Alamitos, CA, Sept. 17; he is
survived by his wife, Joyce;
M
O
M
H
V
M
T
P O
G
F O
J
Shigehara; he is also survived
by many nieces, nephews, cousins and other relatives, gc: 2.

TRIBUTE

Mayeda, Jennifer, 38, Gulf
F M

Morikawa, Hideo, 91, M
P
CA O
H
M
M
G

Okada, Marsha, 70, Selma, CA,
O
J
D
M
O
R M
D
:

M
S
C
Salinas, Calif. She, along with her spouse, was a supporter of the
J
A
C
JAC
J
H
C
T
S
T I
in 2015, at Yamato Cemetery in Salinas.
A
C
M
S
F
C
S
P
I
please send contributions to your favorite charity.

A
CA

TRIBUTE

HARUKI YOSHIZUMI
Haruki Yoshizumi passed away peacefully on Nov. 21, 2021, at the age
of 99. He had been living in a wonderful residential care home ever since
January of 2016 and had been declining in the last couple of weeks.
He was born in Stockton, Calif., in 1922, the one son in a family with
three daughters. The family lived in several places in California in his
H
interests in music (violin, viola, clarinet, piano), painting, as well as more
technical pursuits such as model airplanes, photography and electronics.
He, along with the rest of his family, was imprisoned in the Poston
A
II
the camp hospital and mess hall. He painted many scenes of camp life
while there; and was one of four who painted an elaborate mural in the
camp library. After the war, he spent two years in the U.S. Army Allied
T
I
S
T
J
After his honorable discharge, he attended various art schools in
California, did farm work and attended school to study electronics,
I M
H
in his backyard at nearly 70 years old, where he continued to paint until
H
M
S
nieces and nephews.

M
E

F
H

N

Nakano, Julia Shizue, 85,
Torrance, CA.
Nishikubo, John S., 65,
S D
CA O
Nishimura, Lori, 62, M
S
M
N
R
M
Nishimura; she is also survived
by other relatives.
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