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Holiday Greetings 
from

Wayne & Chris

ITANO
1995 Dartmouth Ave.
Boulder, CO 80305

(303) 499-4248

Mile High

Northern California Western Nevada 
Pacific District

...2026... Speaking Truth to Power Inspires Us All

NNCCWWNNPP  DDiissttrriicctt
EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MMaarriikkoo  FFuujjiimmoottoo  ((GGGooovvv)))
CCaarrooll  KKaawwaassee    ((VVViiiccceee---GGGooovvv)))

JJeeaanneettttee  OOttssuujjii  HHaaggeerr  aanndd
JJaammeess  OOsshhiimmaa (((CCCooo---TTTrrreeeaaasss)))

CCeecceelliiaa  SShhiimmiizzuu--AArraaoo  aanndd
BBrruuccee  AArraaoo (((CCCooo---SSSeeeccctttyyy)))

SStteevvee  OOkkaammoottoo (((aaattt   lllaaarrrgggeee)))
MMiikkoo  SSaawwaammuurraa (((aaattt   lllaaarrrgggeee)))

SShhaarroonn  UUyyeeddaa (((aaattt   lllaaarrrgggeee)))
MMaarrkk  KKoobbaayyaasshhii (((eeexxx---oooffffifificcciiiooo)))
KKiiaannaa  LLoovvggrreenn (((DDDYYYBBB   CCChhhaaaiiirrr)))

AAuussttiinn  FFuujjiiii (((DDDYYYBBB   VVViiiccceee---CCChhhaaaiiirrr)))
NNaannccyy  UUkkaaii (((PPPaaaccciiififificcc   CCCiiitttiiizzzeeennn)))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

wwwwwwwww...jjjaaaccclll---nnncccwwwnnnppp...ooorrrggg///

WWiisshhiinngg  aallll  tthhee  bbeesstt
ffoorr  tthhee  NNeeww  YYeeaarr

$375 for a 3 column x 5" holiday ad.

Twin Cities

Holiday Greetings 
From the  

Twin Cities JACL 

 2025 Board of Directors 
 Education Committee 
 Scholarship Committee 
 Social Justice Committee 

New England SequoiaWasatch
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L E T T E R  F R O M T H E  E D I T O R

During this season of hope and renewal, the importance of 
using our voices has never been greater to reflect, show 
gratitude and make connections with others. Especially now, 
in an era marked by division, misinformation and social 

uncertainty, speaking up — thoughtfully and courageously — can build 
understanding and inspire action. 

Every story shared, every outreach made, every call to action strengthens 
our community and moves us closer to creating a more just world. For nearly 
100 years, the Pacific Citizen, the national newspaper of the JACL, has used 
its voice and the power of words to inform, educate and raise awareness even 
during the most challenging times, then and now. 

This year’s Holiday Special Issue theme, “Voices of the People,” reflects that 
commitment and features stories that remind us that using one’s voice shapes 
conversations that can lead to meaningful and lasting change for the better. 
When we come together — JACL members, readers and supporters —  
our collective voice becomes a force for progress. Your engagement helps ensure that our voice remains strong 
and impactful . . . and relevant.

As we look ahead to 2026, let’s recommit ourselves to the values that guide us forward so that our voices 
can continue to challenge injustice, protect civil liberties and uplift future generations. Be louder than ever. 
We SEE you. And, most importantly, we HEAR you.

 — Allison Haramoto,
Executive Editor, Pacific Citizen
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Chicago

Happy 
Holidays

to all
From a Friend in 

Chicago

2249 WEST BERWYN AVENUE • CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60625 • p 773.907.3002

Embracing our legacy and building our future

WWW.JMASCHICAGO.ORG

Richard Agemura • Katherine Anamizu • Yoshie Cheyney • Jean Endo •  
Jonathan Mark Friedman • Mitsuo “Mike” Fukui • Barbara Fukuya • Kikuno Goi •  

Janice Hasegawa • Kenneth Hattori • Alvin Hayashi • Sachi Higashi • Shizuko Honda •  
Grace Horita • Mas Ishikawa • Ruby Izui • Neil Izumi • Wesley Kaihara •  

Don Kaihatsu • Nancy Kaihatsu • Teresa Sachiko Kimura • Aiko Kojima • Gary Kubo •  
Elaine Kurokawa • Roy Kurotsuchi • Tuyet Le • Barbara Matsunaga •  

Carol Miyake • Seiji F. Miyake • Naomi Miyata • William Iverson Moore •  
Mototsugu M. “Junior” Morita • Dirk Nishibayashi • Pauline Nishimura •  

John Thomas Nishioka • Elizabeth Toyomi Okayama • Joy Miyata Okayama •  
Yoneo Okimoto • Sadami Okubo • Chiyoko Chiyo Omachi • Pat Ouchi •  

Peter Oyama • Kazuko Plotke • Tomiko Rago • Sadao Sakane • Chihiro Sameshima • 
Allison Sasamoto • Louise Saiki Sato • Aiko Shimizu • Masako Shimizu •  

Ronald Shimizu • Yoneo Shimomura • Hideko Shirahama • Midori Sugimoto •  
James “Kolly” Takaki • Stanley John Takaki • Herbert Akira “Kiki” Taketoshi •  

Tadashi “Tad" Tanaka • Yuri Tanaka • Masako Terada • San Utsunomiya •  
Mari Yamaguchi • Fred Yamanuha • Shigeko Yoshimura

In memory of these and other friends and neighbors  
who raised their families, contributed to their community, 

served their country, and enriched our lives.

2025 JMAS PC Holiday Ad - 4c Rev.indd   12025 JMAS PC Holiday Ad - 4c Rev.indd   1 11/�/2�   1:�2ɐPM11/�/2�   1:�2ɐPM
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Chicago

SEASON’S GREETINGS

From the Members of
Chicago Nisei Post 1183

The American Legion

from

Salem
&

Y¬�le�0Ì¬�²¿

Happy Holidays

Cincinnati
Midwest District Council St. Louis

Marysville
Eli Nishimura

Romare Onishi

Best Wishes for JACL’s 95th Year!

Marysville JACL  
Holiday 2025 | PACIFIC CITIZEN | 07
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Brian Shibayama, offered more con-
text in their welcome letter, stating 
“[The theme] honors the solidarity 
and community between the people on 
both sides of the Crystal City Family 
Internment Camp barbed-wire fence. 
This sense of community and friendship 
has continued through the years, and  
we are deeply grateful for the partner-
ship and support of our Crystal City 
friends as we continue this pilgrimage 
work.”

The pilgrimage co-chairs continued, 
“At a time when we are seeing rampant 
anti-immigrant rhetoric and direct 
parallels to our own history, we must 
uplift and preserve our stories, build 
across communities and movements 
and stand in solidarity together.”

As a Department of Justice deten-
tioQ site that speci¿cally imprisoQed 
individuals arrested under the Alien 
Enemies Act, the history of Crystal City 
is uniquely suited to draw comparison 
with what is happening amid the nation-
wide expansion of ICE detention and 
militarized immigration enforcement.

The pilgrimage program was designed 
to emphasize these direct linkages in 
a way that commemorated the ex-
periences of incarceration survivors, 
while also demonstrating actionable 
strategies for pilgrims to get involved 
in advocacy work to support immigrant 
communities today. 

In its curation of the program, the 
committee also prioritized content that 
would further the connections between 
local histories of the Chicano Movement 
and the Nikkei diaspora.

The pilgrimage consisted of two full 
days of programming, starting with  
a day of educational workshops in 
San Antonio, followed by a visit to 
Crystal City. 

Nearly 200 people attended the events, 
with some traveling from Japan, Peru 
and Canada — in addition to local 
Texans and Japanese Americans from 
across the country.  

The program opened with remarks 
from Bexar County Judge Peter Sakai, 
a Sansei and third-generation Texan 
whose grandparents were among the 
¿rst Issei farmers iQ the 5io *raQde 
Valley. 

SaQ $QtoQio 0ayor *iQa 2rti] -oQes 
also welcomed the pilgrims to her city. 
HaYiQJ assumed of¿ce iQ -uQe ����, 
Jones is herself an indication of the 
changing demographics of Texas as 

A 3D camp model at My Story Museum

“Alien 
Enemies 
Act” panel 
participants 
(from left) 
Katherine 
Yon Ebright, 
Jennifer 
Ibanez 
Whitlock, 
Grace 
Shimizu 
and Larry 
Oda with 
moderator 
Rob Buscher 
(back row)

Members 
of the 
Crystal City 
Pilgrimage 
Committee

Austin, Texas, resident Evan  
Taniguchi poses next to his  
IaPil\’V EaQQHr at tKH PXVHXP�

PilJriPV YiVit ´APHriFa’V LaVt WWII CoQFHQtratioQ 
CaPSµ H[KiEit at tKH M\ Stor\ MXVHXP�
PHOTOS: ROB BUSCHER

By Rob Buscher,
P.C. Contributor

Almost one year ago during the 
week of the November 2024 
election, I journeyed to rural 
South Texas to help the Crys-

tal City Pilgrimage Committee open a 
public history exhibit on the wartime 
incarceration at My Story Museum.  

At the time, I felt slightly apprehen-
sive boarding an airplane from my home 
city of Philadelphia to Texas less than 
48 hours after the highly polarizing 
election. 

Days earlier, the New Yorker  
published a clickbait think piece titled 
“The Americans Prepping for a Second 
Civil War,” which included stories about 
people on either side of the political 
divide who were stockpiling guns 
and ammunition for what they saw 
as inevitable violence stemming from 
the election.   

The media fervor made it seem like 
Ze Zere oQ the EriQN of opeQ coQflict 
between progressive urban coastal  
areas and the conservative rural interior 
regions of the country. I was honestly 
unsure what to expect when I arrived 
in Texas to spend four days in Crystal 
&ity for the ¿rst time�

Crystal City itself is largely progres-
siYe as the Eirthplace of /a 5a]a 8Qida 
Party — the progressive third party 
that sought to give political voice to 
the Chicano movement of the 1970s. 

During the grand-opening ribbon- 
cutting ceremony that took place in 
November 2024, we were greeted by 
a croZd of aEout ��� rural Te[aQs Zho 
enthusiastically welcomed our small 
committee of Japanese American in-
carceration survivors and descendants. 

There, I met Mexican American 
community elders and heard their  
stories about the 1969 student walkout, 
directly from the people who lived it. 
At restaurants and small businesses, 
local residents went out of their way 
to say hello and make us feel at home 
in their community.

I left Texas with a renewed sense 
of hope. If such a community could  
exist in South Texas, surely there must 
be others like it elsewhere in rural 
America. 

Now, nearly one year into the second 
Trump presidency, I had the opportunity 
to reYisit Te[as duriQJ the ���� &rystal 
&ity PilJrimaJe that tooN place 2ct� 
9-12 in San Antonio and Crystal City.

What I saw and experienced there has
continued to fuel my optimism in the 
organizing potential of rural America 
and the role that our Japanese American 
community might play in bridging the 
urban-rural divide.

This year’s pilgrimage theme was 
“&rystal &ity 5isiQJ ² 1eiJhEors 
Not Enemies,” chosen in reference to 
the leJislatioQ ¿rst iQtroduced iQ ���� 
Ey 5ep� IlhaQ 2mar �'�0iQQ�� that, if 
passed, would repeal the Alien Enemies 
Act of 1798.  

The pilgrimage’s co-chairs, Hiroshi 
Shimi]u, *aEriela 1aNashima aQd 

CRYSTAL CITY PILGRIMAGE: 
OVERCOMING THE URBAN-RURAL 
DIV IDE ONE TOWN AT A T IME



Eoth the ¿rst $siaQ $mericaQ �)ilipiQo� 
aQd opeQly Jay mayor of SaQ $QtoQio�

&&P& memEer .arissa Tom theQ 
offered their oZQ remarNs coQQectiQJ 
the past to the preseQt aQd uQderscored 
the releYaQce of &rystal &ity to curreQt 
eYeQts� 

This messaJiQJ Zas coQsisteQt Zith 
remarNs deliYered Ey speaNers Zho 
participated iQ aQ iQcarceratioQ sur-
YiYor paQel that featured -apaQese 
$mericaQs, -apaQese PeruYiaQs aQd 
*ermaQ $mericaQs�

)olloZiQJ this, a secoQd pleQary 
titled “0aQufacturiQJ (Qemies� The 
$lieQ (Qemies $ct TheQ aQd 1oZ” 
addressed curreQt efforts to repeal 
the $($� The pleQary iQcluded leJal 
scholars, policy e[perts aQd Jrassroots 
adYocates� $moQJ the speaNers Zas 
-$&/ 1atioQal PresideQt /arry 2da, 
himself a &rystal &ity surYiYor� 

:orNshops held duriQJ the secoQd 
half of the day e[plored the Ireichǀ, 
Zhich Zas ErouJht to Te[as Ey 5eY� 
'uQcaQ 5yuNeQ :illiams aQd his team, 
aQd the oQJoiQJ collaEoratioQ EetZeeQ 
&&P& aQd 0y Story 0useum�

$ secoQd ZorNshop tracN e[plored 
the &hicaQo 0oYemeQt iQ South  
Te[as that featured seYeral memEers of  
/a 5a]a 8Qida Party� 

PreseQted iQ taQdem Zas a ZorN-
shop led Ey &ampaiJQ for -ustice that  
e[plored curreQt efforts to achieYe 
redress for -apaQese /atiQ $mericaQs�

That eYeQiQJ, the pilJrimaJe  
hosted a celeEratory eYeQt called the  
Peru�.ai, Zhich offered aQ opportuQity for  
pilJrims to share their performaQce 
taleQts as the atteQdees eQMoyed diQQer 
aQd iQformal sociali]atioQ�  

I had the opportuQity to perform Juitar 
aQd co�lead seYeral EoQ odori daQces 
duriQJ the Peru�.ai, Zhich remiQded 
me that amidst the dif¿cult ZorN of 
orJaQi]iQJ, Ze must also maNe space 
for Moy� 2ur 0e[icaQ $mericaQ frieQds 
iQ atteQdaQce Jreatly appreciated the 
opportuQity to e[perieQce -apaQese 
cultural traditioQs�

The Qe[t day, my Yisit to &rystal &ity 
commeQced Zith aQ iQterfaith memorial 
serYice held at the site of the sZimmiQJ 
pool Zhere tZo -apaQese PeruYiaQ Jirls 
droZQed iQ ����� 

:ith reliJious oEserYaQces led Ey 
:illiams aQd &hristiaQ Pastor 'iQo 
(spiQo]a, the memorial also featured 
remarNs Ey &rystal &ity 0ayor -ose 
$QJel &erda, &ity &lerN SaQdra =aYala 
aQd memEers of the city couQcil aQd 

school Eoard� $s part of the ceremoQy, 
local of¿cials Zere asNed to stamp the 
Qames of seYeral &rystal &ity iQcarcer-
ees iQ the Ireichǀ�

/ocal resideQts theQ hosted luQch 
at &rystal &ity HiJh School, Zhere 
pilJrims Zere aEle to YieZ the photo 
e[hiEit Ey &rystal &ity QatiYe Hector 
(strada that ¿rst deEuted at the SpiQach 
)estiYal iQ ����� 

PilJrims theQ tooN turQs YisitiQJ 
the 0y Story 0useum aQd touriQJ 
Zhat remaiQs of the prisoQ site� There 
Zas also a ZorNshop aEout immiJraQt 
riJhts led Ey $meriNa *arcia *reZel, 
co�fouQder of %order ViJil ± a Jroup 
that hosts moQthly YiJils for miJraQts 
Zho died Zhile attemptiQJ to cross the 
Eorder, adYocatiQJ aJaiQst further mili-
tari]atioQ iQ immiJratioQ eQforcemeQt�?

I speQt most of that day at the 0y 
Story 0useum to help support the local 
doceQts Ey aQsZeriQJ TuestioQs that 
pilJrims had aEout the QeZly reQoYated 
e[hiEit� It Zas JratifyiQJ to Zelcome 
memEers from si[ of the eiJht families 
Zho Zere pro¿led iQ the e[hiEit as they 
saZ their stories iQcorporated iQto a 
museum settiQJ for the ¿rst time�

The closiQJ day of the pilJrimaJe 
tooN place iQ SaQ $QtoQio aQd featured 
a half�day proJram that JaYe atteQdees 
actioQaEle Zays to Jet more iQYolYed 
iQ adYocacy ZorN� This iQcluded pre-
seQtatioQs from Tsuru for Solidarity 
aQd 1atalie SaQche]�/ope], e[ecutiYe 
director of the /atiQo Te[as Policy 
&eQter�

IQ the moQth or so siQce the  
pilJrimaJe eQded, I haYe fouQd my-
self returQiQJ to the TuestioQ of Zhat 
chaQJe miJht Ee possiEle Zith sustaiQed  
eQJaJemeQt Ey coastal urEaQites iQ 
rural reJioQs of the 8�S�

$s a couQtry, the 8�S� feels more 
diYided today thaQ aQy momeQt iQ 
receQt history� $lthouJh there haYe 
EeeQ maMor diYisioQs across seJmeQts 
of our populatioQ siQce the Eirth of this 
QatioQ, iQ receQt decades, Eoth sides 
of the aisle haYe created a ]ero�sum, 
all�or�QothiQJ approach to JoYerQaQce� 

The e[tremity of partisaQ politics 
has created a political culture Zhere 
compromise is YieZed as ZeaNQess, 
aQd loyalty to the party is Yalued oYer 
collaEoratioQ that miJht lead to positiYe 
chaQJe for society�

IQ the coQte[t of oYercomiQJ the 
urEaQ�rural diYide, shariQJ physical 
space Zith someoQe of a differeQt 
EacNJrouQd creates the poteQtial to 
Eetter uQderstaQd perspectiYes outside 
of our oZQ� 

$cNQoZledJiQJ our shared humaQity, 
Ze must ZorN to see each other EeyoQd 
the coQte[t of mediati]ed stereotypes 
propaJated Ey iQdiYiduals oQ Eoth sides 
of the diYide� 

IQ doiQJ so, this may reYeal mutual 
Joals that Ze caQ ZorN toZard toJether 
for the EettermeQt of our society�

$s a puElic historiaQ, I haYe speQt a 
Jreat deal of time iQ rural, coQserYatiYe 
aQd ofteQ impoYerished commuQities 
Zhere -apaQese $mericaQs Zere iQ-
carcerated duriQJ ::II� I EelieYe that 
such commuQities loQJ�forJotteQ Ey 
the coastal elite of Eoth parties are rife 
Zith opportuQity to Euild coalitioQs that 
may oQe day heal the diYide�  

I see the ZorN that &&P& is doiQJ as 
aQ opportuQity to measure the impact 
of this strateJy, as Ze coQtiQue to Euild 
aQd streQJtheQ relatioQships Zith local 
resideQts iQ our shared effort to preserYe 
the history of &rystal &ity�

The camp e[hiEit at 0y Story  
0useum proYides a physical site of 
e[chaQJe aQd coQQectioQ EetZeeQ our 

commuQities� PilJrims Zho NQeZ little 
of the &hicaQo 0oYemeQt history iQ 
=aYala &ouQty left the museum Zith 
aQ uQderstaQdiQJ that state YioleQce 
aQd iQstitutioQal racism has shaped 
the 0e[icaQ $mericaQ commuQity iQ 
similar Zays to the -apaQese $mericaQ 
commuQity�

5eJioQal audieQces aQd &rystal &ity 
resideQts haYe also come to see the 
Zartime iQcarceratioQ as aQ importaQt 
part of their oZQ local history, as the 
e[hiEit demoQstrates that much of the 
toZQ’s curreQt iQfrastructure Zas Euilt 
oQ the remQaQts of the prisoQ camp�
&rystal &ity resideQts haYe Eecome a
compassioQate ZitQess to the Zartime
history of -apaQese $mericaQs, as Ze
haYe to theirs�

(ach reJioQ of the couQtry possesses 
distiQct local histories that impact the 
Zays our Zartime e[perieQces are 
uQderstood� That also meaQs that the
speci¿c poiQts of iQtersectioQ Zith local 
commuQities are all sliJhtly differeQt� 

*iYeQ that the populatioQ of &rystal 
&ity is oYer �� perceQt HispaQic, &rystal 
&ity offers uQiTue opportuQities for 
mutual coQQectioQ aQd uQderstaQd-
iQJ compared to other reJioQs Zhere 
-apaQese $mericaQ coQ¿QemeQt sites 
Zere located� 

HoZeYer, eYeQ iQ places Zith a coQ-
serYatiYe Zhite maMority, I EelieYe there 
are still opportuQities to Euild JeQuiQe 
coQQectioQs arouQd shared Yalues aQd 
EeJiQ dismaQtliQJ the maQufactured 
political diYide�

The theory of chaQJe for this ZorN has 
yet to Ee fully tested, as the &rystal &ity 
e[hiEit has oQly EeeQ opeQ for Must oYer 
a year� :hether this Zill lead to lastiQJ 
impact iQ the reJioQ is yet to Ee seeQ� 
IQ a limited seQse at least, the success 
of the receQt pilJrimaJe has demoQ-
strated that it is possiEle to traQsceQd 
the urEaQ�rural diYide as Ze coQtiQue 
to deepeQ the orJaQi]iQJ relatioQship 
Zith our frieQds iQ Te[as� n
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CCPC board members Victor Uno, Hiroshi Shimizu, and Kaz Naganuma 
with former Crystal City Mayor Frank Moreno and former City Manager 
Felix Benavides

Flower offerings at the Crystal City 
camp monument

Pilgrims and locals join together for an intergenerational dance.

CCPC board member and local Crystal City resident Ruben Salazar 
speaks to pilgrims at the high school.



Portland

Asian Bowls & Dishes Asian Beauty & Sheet Masks

Kitchen Tools Rice Cookers

Your destination for

FUN & 
UNIQUE 
HOLIDAY 
GIFTS

seattle  |  bellevue  |  renton  |  beaverton  
uwajimaya.com

Akemashite Omedeto
Chip Larouche &
Setsy Sadamoto

Larouche
Happy Valley, Oregon

Best wishes for the Holidays 
and

Happy New Year 
Thank you for your acts of

kindness and caring 
Gokurosama 

The Masuoka family 

 Peace on Earth 
Marleen Ikeda Wallingford 

Kay Endo

Happy Holidays!
Rich & Yoko 

Iwasaki
40 SW 147th Pl 

Beaverton, OR 97006

Happy Holidays! 
Connie Masuoka 
1316 SW Curry St

Portland, OR 97239
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Portland

Idaho Falls

Happy Holidays! From the Idaho Falls Chapter 

Salinas Valley
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Members of 
the Nikkei 
Progres-
sives group 
on the Ed-
mund Pettus 
Bridge to 
commemo-
rate the 60th 
anniversary 
crossing in 
March.
PHOTO: COURTESY 
OF NIKKEI PRO-
GRESSIVES

By Nikkei Progressives

In March, 15 Nikkei 
Progressives members, 
friends and relatives trav-
eled to Montgomery, Ala., 

to attend the 60th anniversary 
of the crossing of the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge on March 9. Ac-
cording to participant Jean 
Hibino, “The march was an 
act of determination of not 
going back to a time of racial 
oppression, erasure and disen-
franchisement, current battles 
that in 2025 — unbelievably 
² Ze are still ¿JhtiQJ today� 

While in Montgomery, the 
group also visited the Equal 
Justice Initiative’s Legacy Mu-
seum, National Monument 
for Peace and Justice (Na-
tional Lynching Memorial) 
and the Freedom Monument 
Sculpture Park and Michelle 
Browder’s Mothers of Gyne-
cology. Throughout their trip, 
Nikkei Progressives members 
concurred: There is much work 
to do, aQd the ¿Jht for Mustice 
must continue. 

Following are several  
memEers’ reflectioQs of the trip�

‘Back to Montgomery, Ala.’ 
By Jean Hibino

The last time I saw Mont-
gomery was the summer of 
2022. Returning for the 60th 
anniversary of “Bloody Sun-

day” in Selma was comfortable 
in an uncomfortable way. The 
unrelenting reminders of white 
supremacy. The Great Seal of 
the City of Montgomery has a 
star with a huge “Cradle of the 
Confederacy” in dead center 
with a smaller, grudging, ring 
around it, “Birthplace of the 
Civil Rights Movement.” The 
state flaJ is a thiQly disJuised 
homage to the Confederacy. 
There is a statue of the traitor 
Jefferson Davis and the monu-
ment to Confederate heroes on 
the Statehouse lawn. Yeah, we 
get it, keep folks in their place.

Bryan Stevenson is taking 
over and remaking Montgom-
ery. It is no longer a quick 
afternoon stop on a civil rights 
tour, past Dexter Avenue Bap-
tist Church and Rosa Park’s 
bus stop. Visiting the Equal 
Justice Initiative’s three lega-
cy sites was the highlight for 
me. The museum, lynching 
memorial and the new sculp-
ture garden are extraordinary. 
The sites draw a straight line 
from slavery to convict leasing 
to Jim Crow, lynchings and 
mass incarceration. A placard 
in the museum explains that 
visitors will be uncomfortable. 
Someone said to me, “Geez, 
Bryan Stevenson constantly 
hits you over the head about 
slavery, mass incarceration, 

civil rights.” I realized later it’s 
because HE HAS TO. Blunt 
force is necessary. Now more 
than ever. 

The “comfortable” part of 
my return was to visit friends 
made during my post-retire-
ment years in Alabama. They 
are the folks born and raised 
there. And whether or not by 
choice, they stay. It is home. 
They coQtiQue to ¿Jht aQd orJa-
nize and get into good trouble. 
They, like Mr. Stevenson, are 
the real heroes.

‘The People United’  
By Mia Barnett

A group of Nikkei Progres-
sives members and supporters 
traveled to Alabama over the 
weekend of March 8 and 9 to 
attend a commemorative march 
marking the 60th anniversary 
since “Bloody Sunday.” It was 
my ¿rst time traYeliQJ to the 
Deep South. To prepare for 
the trip, I decided to brush 
up on my civil rights history  
and watched Ava DuVernay’s 

“Selma” and the PBS series 
“Eyes on the Prize.” 

While the landmark moments 
aQd famous Tuotes MoJJed my 
memory from history class,  
I realized I had never actually 
learned about the movement 
itself — the people. In school, 
the civil rights movement had 
always been painted as a victo-
rious time in American history, 
where the courts decided to 
allow integration in schools, 
and the government decid-
ed to expand voting rights to 
Black people. And while it was 
certainly victorious, change 
came about not because of the 
government, but because of the 
people who worked together, 
strategized, struggled and gave 
their lives for a better future. 

Our Voices Are Our Power
Nikkei Progressives members reflect on their
journey to Alabama to attend the 60th anniversary
of the crossing of the Edmund Pettus Bridge.

National Monument to Freedom
PHOTO: M. MURASE

Inspirational words inscribed at the National Lynching 
Memorial  PHOTO: J. HIBINO

As we visited the Legacy 
Museum, toured Montgomery 
with Stephen Browder and 
walked across the Edmund 
Pettus bridge in Selma, I was 
struck by the stories of the peo-
ple who had lived the history. 
I was moved by the narratives 
of enslaved people who faced 
horri¿c YioleQce Zith profouQd 
faith and immense courage.  
I was moved by the people 
of the civil rights era, from 
children to seniors, who faced 
horrible brutality and constant 
discrimination yet still vowed 
to march another day. Get-
ting to know the people of 
the movement gave real-life 
context to what I’d read in 
te[tEooNs aQd Zatched iQ ¿lms, 
and their stories of resistance 
provide a blueprint for the 
movements that continue today. 

I’Ye EeeQ reflectiQJ oQ Zhat 
the Nikkei community has 
learned and can still learn from 
the civil rights movement. 
While the struggles we face 
today aren’t the same, famil-
iar dynamics are at play. An 
overreaching government is 
creating laws and stoking fear 
to keep people small and pow-
erless� %ut Must as the people 
came together for what some 
thought was an impossible feat 
of organizing during the civil 
rights movement, the people 
will come together once again. 
We are the ones who make the 
world we want to live in, and it 
would be an incredible disser-
vice to the relentless activists of 
the civil rights era if we don’t 
coQtiQue the ¿Jht� :e must 
coQtiQue the ¿Jht� 

‘Much Work to Do’  
By .iPiko 5oEerts *riIfin 

:heQ I thiQN oQ my reflec-
tions of our Montgomery, Ala., 
trip, all I know is that I’m angry, 
and I’m pissed. I’m really not 

sure if it’s because my black-
ness felt so personally offended 
while revisiting the history of 
assaults on my “blood” or be-
cause the current climate of our 
government’s attack on all my 
countrymen’s promised liberty.

 I ¿Qd myself ZorNiQJ hard 
eYery day Must to loYe people 
and not blow up at every 
contemptuous exchange or 
microaggressive attack on me 
or my husband or my children. 
I’m Japanese American, but 
I’m also a Black American, 
and my husband and kids pres-
ent even more phenotypically 
African American than me.  
I deal with the memory of the 
lynchings, whippings, rapes, 
drownings, beatings of my rel-
atives whenever I am excluded 
or devalued at work or in the 
supermarket. 

I’m consciously grateful for 
all the heroic and painstaking 
effort that was made to create 
the Legacy sites. Bryan Steven-
son’s work is miraculous and 
invaluable for all people. The 
results therein are completely 
beautiful and a tribute to my 
cherished ancestors. However, 
for me to say it’s dif¿cult for 
me to iQtertZiQe reflectioQs of 
our Alabama trip, which includ-
ed the downtown Montgomery 
tour and the commemoration of 
the [crossing of the] Edmund 
Pettus Bridge with all these 



combustible feelings is a big 
understatement. 

There is much work to do. 
‘Selma-Montgomery 
Bridge Crossing —  
50th Anniversary vs. 
the 60th Anniversary’  
By Carrie Morita

Participating in the 50th anni-
versary Selma to Montgomery 
Bridge Crossing had much 
to do with President Barack 
Obama. The 2015 crossing 
was a celebratory one.

I started with campaigning/
phone banking for Barack 
Obama in 2009, going to Ari-
zona, Nevada, SoCal, door to 
door to “get out the vote” and 
madly cheering on election day 
in Cleveland, Ohio, when he 
was declared our 44th president. 
To walk across the Bridge in 
Selma, Ala., with President 
Obama, who had linked arms 
with John Lewis, Diane Nash, 
as well as many other civil 
rights leaders, was an event 
that 40,000 wanted to join in . 
. . including a contingent of us 
from Los Angeles!

It was the feeling of a cohe-
sive group walking together 
behind Barack and other lead-
ers after listening to rousing 
speeches. We marched as one.

Fast forward to 2025 and the 
60th anniversary of the bridge 
crossing. No way would our 
current president have attended 
the 60th crossing.

I decided to make the journey 
again and cross the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge 10 years after 
my ¿rst crossiQJ, NQoZiQJ I 
most likely won’t make it to 
the 70th crossing.

I’m not sure if we missed the 
rousing speeches like what we 
heard in 2015. Was there even 
a start to the March? All I know 
is, folks were already walking. 
Our group decided that rather 
than walking behind our banner, 
we would stand off to one side 
and cheer everyone on. Our 
banner could be more visible. 
We received many cheers from 
the crowd as they passed by!

µ<onsei, $Perican� 5eÀections¶ 
By L. Misumi

As a Yonsei, or fourth-gener-
ation Japanese American, I’ve 
found myself at times feeling 

so very American: feeling so 
far removed from the immi-
grant experience, English as 
my mother tongue, my people’s 
experience as such a uniquely 
American experience, while 
also feeling like whatever the 
narrative of who is American 
could never include me. Not 
with these eyes and this hair 
and this last name. 

But . . . why does the right get 
to set the narrative of who gets 
to be American? We are here, 
we are here on stolen land and 
we are living in a world that is 
the product of genocide and 
built through the forced labor of 
enslaved people. These things 
are true, and they are American. 
My family was incarcerated 
during World War II, following 
the signing of Executive Order 
9066 by one of the most beloved 
progressive presidents we’ve 
ever had. These contradictions 
are also deeply American, and 
we cannot learn from them if 
we refuse or fail to acknowl-
edge them. 

All of these things weighed 
heavily on my mind when I 
traveled to Alabama for the 
60th Selma Bridge Crossing 
Jubilee and the march from 
Selma to Montgomery for  
voting rights. 

Walking into the EJI Legacy 
Museum is a visceral experi-
ence. . . . In a way, it reminded 
me of the visceral experience 
of visiting the site of the Topaz 
Relocation Center, where my 
family was incarcerated. It’s 
so easy to reduce this history 
to just written words in a book 
(then ban the book . . .) but 
it’s hard to deny the experi-
ence of standing in a place 
and confronting it with your 
own senses.

What is the saying, “History 
doesn’t repeat itself but it often 
rhymes?” We had the opportu-
nity to hear from EJI’s deputy 
director of development talk 
about the origin of EJI and 
its efforts at seeing the true 
story told of slavery and racial 
terror and its impacts on mass 
incarceration today. 

She said something along 
the lines of, “We cannot have 
reconciliation, there can be 

no moving forward, without 
¿rst coQfroQtiQJ history aQd 
acknowledging the truth of our 
past.” The dangers of history 
rhyming and the wheel of white 
supremacy continuing to turn 
are here. We are living in them. 

The world I want to live in is 
one where painful histories are 
regularly confronted, acknowl-
edged and learned from, where 
we strive for progress and not 
perfection. We’ve come so far 
to go back now. We have so far 
yet to go, and we have to stay 
in it for the long haul. 

There are many things we 
can and should do to defend 
democracy and continue to 
strive toward the America we 
want to live in, but if you can . . 
. visit the EJI sites in Montgom-
ery and other historic sites to 
be confronted, to acknowledge 
the truth of our past and to grow.

‘The Ultimate Form of 
Resistance’  
By Jan Tokumaru

Throughout our time in Sel-
ma, Birmingham and Mont-
gomery, my mind seemed to 
be a whirlwind of images. So 
many forms of dehumaniza-
tion, punishment of body and 
mind, generations of constant 
subjection to white supremacy 
dictates, destruction of families, 
lynchings . . . . I now think more 
about resistance and how much 
more discomfort there needs 
to be for the kind of changes 
necessary to move us toward 
freedom for all. 

Somewhere I read, or heard, 
that the strongest form of resis-
tance of enslaved Black peo-
ple was that they were able — 
against all odds — to survive 
and to love.

That was the ultimate form 
of resistance!

‘How Could This Still Be 
Happening?’  
By Yasuko Sakamoto

Visiting Alabama for the 60th 
anniversary of the Civil Rights 
Walk was a deeply emotional 
and eye-opening experience 
that ful¿lled a lifeloQJ Zish of 
mine.  My desire to attend this 
event was rooted in my studies 
of African American history 
during college in Japan and 
my passion for social justice 
since the 1970s.

Driving through Selma and 
witnessing the lasting signs of 
poverty and inequality made 
me realize how little I tru-
ly knew about the depth of 
suffering, excruciating pain 
and resilience within African 
American communities.  

The visit to the Legacy Mu-
seum and other memorials left 
a lasting impact on me. I kept 
asking myself, “How could 
this still be happening?” and 
came away feeling that one 
visit is not enough to grasp the 
magnitude of this history or the 
ongoing struggle for justice and 
equality.  Am I the only one 
who felt this way?  I doubt it.  

‘The Changing Face of 
Civil Rights’  
By Ruth Wakabayashi 
Kondo

I crossed the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge for the first time in 
March for the 60th anniversary 
of “Bloody Sunday.” Back in 
the spring of 1965, I was a 
high school student angry at 
America for unconstitutionally 
incarcerating my family in a 
WWII concentration camp. 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s  

embrace of nonviolence 
seemed like an unlikely way 
to achieve equality.  Little did 
I realize that in the coming 
years, my grasp of the civil 
rights struggle would evolve 
to “intercommunalism,” which 
includes all communities of the 
world who are unjustly perse-
cuted and exploited for greed.

While in Montgomery, I paid 
a visit to the Legacy Museum, 
an important effort to con-
front our nation’s history of 
enslavement and exploitation. 
Through viewing the exhibit on 
the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 
the separation and destruction 
of family structure and the 
victimization of the powerless,  
I began to see a common thread 
— the systematic subjugation of 
poor communities and people 
of color since the beginning of 
our history. 

I empathized with the cries of 
mothers during slavery trying 
to ¿Qd their childreQ� It Zas 
much like today’s agonizing 
experiences of immigrants at our 
borders. I felt the desperation of 
the imprisoned, feeling hopeless 
iQ their ¿Jht for Mustice�
“Hopelessness is the enemy of 

justice,” said Bryan Stevenson, 
founder of the Legacy Museum. 
“We will remember with hope 
and courage because peace 
requires bravery. Justice is a 
constant struggle. With faith, we 
shall overcome” I now realize 
that each generation has an ob-
ligation to address this injustice 
so that Ze caQ ¿Qd peace�

I learned an invaluable lesson 
on my crossing of the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge.  I hope you will 
have the good fortune to do so 
yourself.  n
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Nikkei Progressives 
members at 
the Mothers of 
Gynecology statues
PHOTO: COURTESY OF NIKKEI 
PROGRESSIVES

Through this tunnel, the enslaved were marched into pens to await auction day. 
PHOTO: BY M. MURASE

Supporting Black reparations at 
the march  PHOTO: A. KONDO



San Fernando Valley

PAUL	S.	CHAN	
Attorney	

pchan@birdmarella.com	

1875	Century	Park	East,	23rd	Floor	�	Los	Angeles,	CA	90067-2561	
Telephone:		(310)	201-2100	

								Facsimile:				(310)	201-2110	
www.BirdMarella.com	

Best Wishes

DRS. DAVID & DON NA 
UYEHARA
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San Fernando Valley

 

	

	
Thank you SFV JACL 
	 for your continued  

support of the  
San Fernando Valley 

Community 
Harrison S. Reed 

	

	
San Fernando Valley Chapter 

Chapter Officers and Board Members 

Jean-Paul deGuzman  
Mitzi Kushida 

Patricia Takayama 
Nancy Takayama 

Kristen Fujitaki 

Nancy Gohata 
Tomo Hattori 
Michiko Tokunaga Kus 
Geri Shiraki 
Linda Tanaka 
 
 

May Wood - President 
           Marcia Mahony - Treasurer 
             Barbara Okita - Secretary 

 

	

San Fernando Valley
Japanese American Community Center

12953 Branford St,  Pacoima, CA  91331
(818) 899-1989   / www.sfvjacc.com

Happy Holidays!
We wish you Peace, Joy, and Prosperity in 

the coming year.  Thank you for supporting 
our community.

	
	
	
	
	
	 	

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2025! 
San	Fernando	Valley		

Hongwanji	Buddhist	Temple	
	

 SUNDAY SERVICES 
SHOTSUKI - MONTHLY MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Rev. Yukari Torii, Supervising Minister 
 

NEW YEAR PARTY 
TEA PARTY  

CHILI/BINGO NIGHT 
OBON FESTIVAL 

MOCHITSUKI  
and much more 

 (Please contact SFVHBT for details) 
 

9450 REMICK AVE, PACOIMA CA  91331    
(818) 899-4030       sfvhbt.org    sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

 

DHARMA SCHOOL * SANGHA TEENS * JR YBA * BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOC 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

	
		

Thank you for your continued support! 
	

 

 

We hope and pray that peace 
and calm will return to Little 

Tokyo in downtown Los Angeles 
so that all can continue    
to enjoy a most fun and 

marvelous city! 

        TThhee  NNeeggoorroo  FFaammiillyy  

Marcia Mahony

Season's
Greetings 

	

	

	

	

(818) 616-3552 

Happy New Year!
Barbara & Kyle Okita

Season’s Greetings

Hazel Isa
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

153 N. San Fernando Blvd.,  Burbank, CA 91502 
(818) 848-6659    monjioptometry.com

GARY MONJI, O.D.     JUDY ICHIUJI, O.D. 
BRETT MONJI, O.D.

MICHAEL J. ARZOUMAN, D.D.S., INC.
DIPLOMATE OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF PERIODONTOLOGY

AKEMI K. ARZOUMAN, D.M.D., M.S.
DIPLOMATE OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF PERIODONTOLOGY

705 W. LA VETA AVE., SUITE 104 PERIODONTICS AND
ORANGE, CALIFORNIA 92868 DENTAL IMPLANTS
(714) 744-9100

www.drarzouman.com

Peace, Love and Hope 
Susan Okumoto DeGracia 

Peace & Joy
George & Barbara

Nakatsu

San Fernando Valley
Happy Holidays 

from the 
Kushida Family! 

Akemi 
Al 

Cherylee
Christopher 
Doreen 

Jose 
Kai 

Keiko 
Michael 
Mitzi 
Tom

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
Taro Ishimoto Family 

Health and Happiness 
in the New Year.

Evie Shigekuni Mitarai

Lodi

Happy Holidays to all our
family and  iends. 

         - Reiko Yoshino

Omaha
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By Gil Asakawa,
P.C. Contributor

Japanese Americans love bowling.
JAs have been bowling since 

the early 20th century. But the 
ancient (invented by the Egyp-

tians!) sport was formalized in the U.S. 
with rules by the American Bowling 
Congress in 1895, and those rules 
excluded anyone but white players. 
Though JAs played where they could 
iQ uQof¿cial laQes Eefore :orld :ar 
II, the war didn’t allow for expensive 
alleys in the concentration camps. 
Baseball, football, basketball and even 
sumo, yes. But not bowling.

$fter the Zar, -$&/ ¿lled the e[clu-
sioQ Jap aQd hosted the ¿rst 1atioQal 
-$&/ 1isei %oZliQJ TourQameQt iQ 
1947, and the organization’s circuit 
criss-crossed the U.S. until 1974. Even 
though the ABC was forced to allow 
bowlers of color in the early 1950s, JAs’ 
love for their own leagues had been 
established. Regional associations for 
1isei leaJues formed liNe the SoutherQ 
&aliforQia 1iNNei %oZliQJ $ssQ� iQ 
1955, and national tournaments were 
held every year.

$ proJram EooN for the -$&/ 1a-
tioQal 1isei %oZliQJ TourQameQt, 
held the first week of March 1970, 
lists hundreds of bowlers from across 
the country, converging on Celebrity 
Sports Center in Denver for a week 
of camaraderie and competition. The 
program lists previous champions and 
winning teams, as well as includes ads 
from leagues and JA-owned businesses 
from the Denver area and greetings 
from Seattle, San Jose and Southern 
California leagues.

Bowling was so popular with JAs in 

the early 1970s that JACL decided to 
spin off the management of the sport 
to a separate organization. JACL was 
increasingly focusing on the coming 
years of ¿JhtiQJ for redress� So, the 
-apaQese $mericaQ 1atioQal %oZliQJ 
$ssQ� Zas formed, aQd the ¿rst -$1%$ 
tournament was held in 1975 in San 
Jose, Calif.

JA bowling has continued under the 
-$1%$ EaQQer siQce, Zith QatioQ-
al tournaments moving from city to 
city ² all iQ the :est, 1orthZest or 
Hawaii, even though historically there 
have been JA bowlers in the Midwest, 
East Coast and even Texas, more as a 
social activity than an organized league 
sport. Competitive bowlers from the 
(ast competed iQ -$&/ or -$1%$ 
tournaments in Denver, Salt Lake, 
Las Vegas, Portland, Seattle, up and 
down California and in Hawaii.

That’s still the case. This year’s 
-$1%$ tourQameQt Zas held iQ /as 
Vegas, and it will be in Sacramento 
in 2026, then back to Denver in 2027. 
The tournament still operates under the 
racial requirements that forced JACL 
to start its post-war opposition to the 
American Bowling Congress’s exclu-
sioQ �� years aJo� -$1%$ remaiQs 
an organization “for members (and 
spouses) of Japanese descent.”

That requirement isn’t a problem in 
Southern California, where so many 
JAs still live. Every city in the L.A. area 
has its oZQ leaJues� The So&al 1iNNei 
Bowling Assn. represents bowlers from 

the San Gabriel Valley to Gardena and 
all arouQd the /�$� area� The 1ortherQ 
&aliforQia 1iNNei %oZliQJ $ssQ� is the 
umbrella organization for leagues from 
Sacramento south to Gilroy and Stock-
ton and San Francisco and San Jose.

In some areas, there has been a crisis 
for JA bowling. At one point, bowling 
became tagged with a reputation as 
an activity for elders, and member-
ship in local leagues dropped as older 
bowlers joined senior leagues or, sadly, 
passed on.

But thanks to younger bowlers, that 
trend has been changing, with more 
youth — including younger members 
of JACL — picking up the ball for 
heritage and history.

“For a while, I thought it was a dying 
sport,” says Mae, who at one time was a 
leader iQ the 1isei EoZliQJ commuQity 
iQ the 1orthZest �she preferred her last 
name not be used). “You know, after 
those early bowlers passed on, the 
younger kids were really not into it. 
But now, it seems like here in Portland 
and up and down the west to the San 
Jose area, there has been a resurgence 
of young kids bowling.”

One major reason Mae thinks bowling 
is making a comeback is that “bowling 
is for everybody. Basketball wasn’t for 
eYeryEody�” There haYe EeeQ 1isei 
leagues for basketball and baseball, and 
golf is a common passion for many JAs, 
but she thinks golf attracts a different 
crowd, while bowling is truly open for 
everybody.

In large part, and in common with 
others who were interviewed for this 
story, the special attraction for bowling 
is the sense of cultural community. 
“It’s just for the social aspect, the ca-
maraderie, being with friends,” she 
added. “Scoring was important, yes, 
but for me, it was always more about 
the friendships.

“And it’s still the same to a degree,” 
Mae continued. “I go to Las Vegas with 
my sons to watch them bowl. People 
think I’m nuts going to Las Vegas not 
to gamble, but to watch the family 
bowl instead. They can’t believe that 
I would do that. How can you sit in a 
bowling alley for six hours at a time? 
:ell, I see a frieQd from Seattle� I see 
someone from San Jose I know. So, half 
the time, I may not end up watching my 
son bowl, but I’m socializing.”

Mae is excited to see what the next 
generation of bowlers bring to the sport. 
“The younger kids now are also trying 
to encourage more of their friends into 
bowling,” she said. “And these may 
Qot Ee all ��� perceQt 1ihoQMiQ, Eut 
you know, they may be mixed blood 
or whatever, but they have the appre-
ciation. They have encouraged a lot 
of their friends to come in, and that’s 
one of the reasons why this league in 
Portland is able to sustain itself.”

Dominique Mashburn, who is a board 
memEer of the S(/$12&2 chapter 
and vp of membership for JACL, is 
one of that younger generation of JA 
bowlers keeping the sport alive in the 
L.A. area.

“I think I had a very large fascination
with bowling, just because it was an 
adaptive physical activity for my older 
brother, who has autism,” she said. But 
Mashburn was introduced to bowling 
when she was younger, like many JAs, 
who go to alleys with their parents and 
family members and absorb the sights 
aQd souQds of the hiJh�¿Yes aQd the 
thundering pins.

She agrees that Southern Califor-

BoZlHrV Àll 
the lanes 
at the Nov. 
29 Nisei 
Bowling 
Tournament 
at Holiday 
Lanes.

Chris Yoshida, president of Denver 
Nisei Mixed League bowls at Holiday 
Lanes in Lakewood, Colo.JAPANESE 

AMERICANS 
STILL LOVE 
BOWLING 
AFTER 
DECADES OF 
ORGANIZED 
LEAGUES

Japanese Americans have long-embraced bowling as a sport that also 
brings with it camaraderie and cultural traditions. Here, a photo from the 
Nov. 28 Denver Nisei Tournament at Holiday Lanes.
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF GIL ASAKAWA

Bruce 
Sunada 
proudly 
wears 
his 
2025 
JANBA 
shirt; 
Sunada 
in 
action 
on the 
lanes.
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distinction of being the last JA league 
bowler to grace its lanes. He even has 
a pin from that night as a prized artifact 
on his shelf.

Saito says the Holiday Bowl was a 
reflectioQ of the status of -$ EoZliQJ 
when it was built. “It was started by 
these four 1isei Juys Zho Zere real 
entrepreneurial,” he said. “This was 
in the late ’50s, when bowling was 
huge.” The Holiday Bowl became 
a cross-cultural center of bowling, 
entertainment and dining for decades. 
Although the building was a landmark, 
it had undergone ownership changes 
and hadn’t been kept up by the time 
it closed. But Holiday Bowl is often 
mentioned in accounts of the glory 
days of JA bowling.

Bowling alleys may have gone over 
time, but today, young and old bowlers 
are keeping the sport alive. And some 
JA leagues have a built-in source of 
players. Bing Lau is the administrative 
director of the San Fernando Valley 
Japanese American Community Center, 
and he has a pool of elder JAs who can 
be recruited to bowl. He came to JA 
bowling as the president of the Asian 
American fraternity at USC, whose 
brothers urged him to join them in 
JA bowling.

His day MoE EeQe¿ts from his iQYolYe-
ment in bowling, Lau says. “Yeah, 
it’s so important just for people, and 
I always talk about this from the se-
nior perspective, to get out, to be able 
to engage with others and give them 
that activity,” he said. “It’s so good for 
them meQtally to ¿Jht loQeliQess aQd 
whatnot, so we actually have a senior 
league that is attached to our center as 
well, through our Meiji Club. A lot of the 
people that used to bowl on Fridays that 
can no longer bowl, or they don’t want 
to drive at night, now bowl on Tuesday 
mornings in our Senior League.”

The sport even led to his marriage. 
“I met my wife, Eileen, through the 
league,” Lau said. “She wasn’t a bowler, 
but I bowled with her cousin, and she 
came around to watch her cousin. So, 
Ze met throuJh the leaJue� :e Jot 
married on a Friday in Little Tokyo, 
we had a small wedding and dinner, 
and then we went bowling that night. 
:e had a caNe at the EoZliQJ alley�”

1oZ, that’s dedication to Japanese 
American bowling. n

nia is a pocket of enthusiasm for JA 
EoZliQJ, partly Eecause of the 1iNNei 
student unions that use bowling as an 
icebreaker. “So, it has been really great 
for -$&/ aQd S(/$12&2 to haYe 
those university relationships where 
we were able to build new bridges with 
them,” she noted.

And Mashburn concurs with Mae’s 
point that everyone can bowl. “I think 
that’s the really best part of it because 
not all sports can do that. It’s the sport 
that anybody can do. And there’s no 
judgment. I feel like it’s a really judge-
free ]oQe� 1o oQe’s a loser� eYeryoQe’s 
a winner. I love it.”

Lincoln Hirata, a 19-year-old 
college student who’s a leader in JA-
&/’s 1atioQal <outh�StudeQt &ouQcil, 
is another bowler who represents the 
future of the sport. 

“I think that there is kind of a divide, 
though,” he observed, “between those 
who are in JACL and then those who 
are bowlers and those who are JA 
golfers. People are either focused on 
their bowling or their golf, versus, you 
know, people who are only focused on 
JACL, right?” (Others like Mae think 
that bowlers and golfers can coexist, 
and so do some younger bowlers who 
hit the links as well as the lanes.)

Hirata, who is from Portland but 
attends the University of Oregon in 
Eugene, says many of his generation’s 
introduction to bowling came from 
parents or their grandparents, who 
were part of the community and very 
involved in JACL or, in his case, also 
“because I’m very big in my church, 
you know, the temple. But as time has 
gone on, it seems that people have just 
naturally drifted away from the more 

traditional things and have moved on 
toward other activities.”

Ironically, one activity cited by some 
of the older generation of bowlers is 
having kids. Many parents gave up 
bowling when they had children and 
only returned to the game after their 
Nids JreZ older� 1oZ, they’re EriQJiQJ 
their sons and daughters to the lanes. 
Hirata understands that experience. “My 
parents both stopped bowling when I 
was born, and I think that was a trend 
with a lot of these other families.”

Hirata cites Covid as a prompt for a 
returQ to EoZliQJ� $t ¿rst, -$s iQ his 
commuQity started Jol¿QJ Eecause that 
was a safer outdoor activity. “After that, 
kids my age, or kids a little bit older 
than me, started to bowl, and we had 
this JiaQt iQflu[ of youQJ EoZlers, you 
know, 20s, 30s, teens. It’s not like it was 
eYeryZhere, Eut ZheQ I Jo to -$1%$, 
I do see a lot of kids my age now.”

5oEert :ada, Zho is Yp of the 
'eQYer 1isei %oZliQJ /eaJue, Zas 
raised arouQd EoZliQJ� :ada’s mother 
and her brother were active in the early 
1950s JA bowling scene, and she won 
the singles title at the JACL tournament 
in 1952. “She was the real bowler in our 
family,” he recalled. “And that’s kind 
of how I got roots in 
bowling.” His uncle 
later served on the 
-$1%$ Eoard for 
years, aQd :ada QoZ 
serYes oQ the -$1%$ 
board today. “It’s kind 
of ironic that eventually 
I got on the board as 
well, and now, I’m the 
old guy in the Denver 
league (he’s not that old).

Back then, as today, there were 
leagues or associations all over Southern 
&aliforQia� 'eQYer has a siJQi¿caQt -$ 
population, but not a big one like around 
LA. In fact, its bowling community 
has diminished over the decades, even 
thouJh it Zill Ee hostiQJ -$1%$’s 
tournament in 2027.

Chris Yoshida, a Denver native who 
is presideQt of the city’s 1isei EoZliQJ 
group, organizes games every Tuesday 
in a Denver suburb. He began his bowl-
ing life as a boy. “I started learning how 
to score for teams,” he recalled. “They 
used to pay us $1 a game to keep score. 
So, that’s where I got into bowling.”

Like others, Yoshida appreciates 
the welcoming nature of bowling. “It 
doesn’t matter if you’re a good or a 
bad bowler. They just want to be able 
to bowl, or they want to be involved in 
that atmosphere,” he said. “I’m hoping 
we can get a lot of kids involved in 
bowling, and then hopefully, we can 
make sure that the league does not 
die out. I personally want to keep the 
tradition alive. I don’t want it to die on 
my watch.”

A community might live on, but 
bowling alleys can die out. Many have 
come and gone over the years, and one 
of the most notable longtime landmarks 
of JA bowling in L.A. was the Holiday 
Bowl on Crenshaw Boulevard. It was 
opened in 1958 and closed in 2000, 
and John Saito Jr., a former editor for 
the Rafu Shimpo and former Pacific 
Citizen editorial board chair, holds the 

A 2024 Holiday Lanes Nisei League potluck

Wayne Berve (right) of the Simpson 
UQitHd MHtKodiVt CKXrFK KiJK ÀYHV 
the next generation of bowlers, his 
son, Eric, after a strike on Nov. 29.

1986 JANBA Denver bowling photos.

Rex Yoshimura in the Trade 
Winds Bowl 1965 program

(Left) 1970 Tournament 
Greetings; (Above) Program 
for the 1970 National Nisei 
Bowling Tournament
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SEASON’S GREETINGS

MIYO M. 
URATSU

1253 SOUTH 58TH STREET

RICHMOND, CA 94804

Happy Holidays
from Samia Husain & Tashi,

CCJACL Board Member

Tutoring in all levels
of math,

economics,
and statisticsand statistics

syhusain@gmail.com

Richard’s Jewelers (now an ebay store)
Christine Yamashiro    Amy Yamashiro

http://stores.ebay.com/richards-jewelry-and-gifts
PO Box 6718, Albany, CA 94706

email@richardsjewelryandgifts.com

Holiday Greetings
Mary Ann Furuichi

Berkeley, CA

Greetings from 
The Ninomiya Family

 
412 Wood Glen Dr.

Richmond, CA. 94806

Peace and Good Will
May Hirose and Family

El Cerrito, California

JIM & CARMEN OSHIMA

PLEDGE THEIR
SUPPORT TO THE JACL!

7e sUPPtt *!#,§
Season s̒ Greetings

The Takeuchi Family 
Esther, Marcy and Tim,

Kevin, Itsuko, Sara and Kai
Richmond CA 94806-2745

Holiday Greetings
to All Our Friends!

Ruby, Joni and
Dana Hiramoto

El Cerrito, CA 95430

Satoko
Nabeta

HHiday Greetings
RR & Shhley Shhhoto

Contra Costa

El Cerrito, CA 94530

Happy Holidays
Dr. Ted & Pam 

TANAKA
El Cerrito, CA 94530

Holiday Greetings 
               to all our friends...

Eiko Y. Matsuoka

El Cerrito, CA

Happy Holidays
Barbara & Harvey
Hayashida Family

Happy Holidays

JOAN AOKI,
CURT KAWABATA

& STACEY 606 Hines Terrace
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Julia Tokiwa
P.O. Box 87009, Vancouver, WA

Season’s Greetings To all Our Friends

Happy Holidays
Susan

Nishizaka
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Stockton

Please call

to schedule your

complementary

lunch & tour!

877 East March Lane, Stockton
209-957-4711

www.RioLasPalmasRetirement.com

Come home for the holidays

RCFE #392701662

Happy New Year
Ryan, Amy,

Payton, Chloe and
Royce Whitmore

Happy Holidays

Keith & Christina 
Yoshikawa

Happy Holidays
From the Tsutsumis

Gary, Joyce
Alex & Kaitlyn

Best wishes for a healthy & happy holiday season and a wonderful new year! 
Charles and Darlene Bagshaw 

Alex Sakata 
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Chairman: David B. Atwater
Vice Chairman: Allen Sawyer

Commissioners: Anthony Barkett, Michael Patrick 
Duffy, Stephen Griffen, Margaret Shea Stephens, 

William R. Trezza
Port Director: Kirk DeJesus

  Andrew P. Chen, MD, FACS
  Alan S. Nakanishi, MD, MS, FACS
  Julio Narvaez, MD
  Pamela Tsuchiya, MD
  On-Tat Lee, MD
  Soungmin Cho, MD

Wishing you the Blessings of 

PEACE * HOPE * JOY *LOVE 
 

Debbi Endow Hatanaka 

 

Happy Holidays
Tad Shibata

Happy New Year

Nancy E. Baba

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Blessings, The Tsunekawa Family

Sally, Steven & Willaine, Bradley & Rina, Tyler & Joyce

Holiday Greetings from
Janwyn & Jack Funamura
In honor of our grandchildren:

Theo & JD; Namik & Mia;
Olivia, Maiya & Luca

Leslie Nakao-Edman, CEO

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
THE MATSUMOTOS
Taiga, Trevor, Kimi, Paul, 

Kristina and Stephanie

Holiday Greeting’s
Debbie Nakade

Happy holidays from
our family to yours.

!e Hoangs

8829 Davis Rd. Ste.3
Stockton, CA 95209
www.PWTINT.net

Evan Wong

 

 
 

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss  
The Fujii’s 

John, Angelina, Elyse & George 
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Happy Holidays
Allan, Janice, Eric, Reiko

Takahashi

Happy Holidays
Kimiko, Yumi

Leonard & Family

Happy Holidays
Kent & Gail

Ishimaru

Happy Holidays!

Craig I. Yoshikawa

Happy Holidays
Bob & Sally Tanaka

Season’s Greetings
 Aiko Yagi

Hiroshi and Lori Ann Yagi-Doi
Nicole, Stephanie & Megan

0HUU\ &KULVWPDV�  
5REHUW� -RKDQQD� 5RJHU 	 9LROHW 

Season’s Greetings
Yukiko Motoyoshi

   IInn  lloovviinngg  mmeemmoorryy  
TTeeddddyy  &&  MMaayy  SSaaiikkii  

Pacific ;W]tP_Mst 
District

;aTt 4aSM +ita

;tWcStWV
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By Floyd and Brian Shimomura

From the Editor:
In July, Brian and Floyd Shimomura set out 
on a road trip from their homes in Northern 
California to attend the JACL National 
Convention in Albuquerque, N.M. Along 
the way to the “Land of Enchantment,” they 
made a stop at the Amache National Historic 
Site in Colorado, where members of their 
family were forcibly incarcerated during 
World War II. Following, according to Brian 
Shimomura, is “an attempt to record a small 
subset of the conversations that I had with 
my dad, Floyd Shimomura, over the years 
and help clarify some history related to the 
redress movement. In this article, we visited 
Amache to pay respect to our relatives and 
other Japanese Americans incarcerated 
during WWII. Thank you to Allison Haramoto 
and Susan Yokoyama at the Pacific Citizen 
for working with us to publish this article.”
Rediscovering History

Brian Shimomura: Growing up, I knew 
my dad as the calm, thoughtful guy who made 
semihealthy Sunday dinners and helped me with 
homework. I didn’t realize he was the first Sansei 
national president of the Japanese American 
Citizens League in 1982, or that he helped 
advance the redress campaign that resulted in 
President Ronald Reagan signing a bill in 1988 
granting an apology and $20,000 to each person 
unjustly incarcerated during World War II. We 
didn’t talk much about our family’s internment 
history. I was more focused on becoming the 
best tennis player in Woodland, Calif.

Floyd Shimomura: When Brian suggested a 
road trip to Amache before attending the 2025 
JACL National Convention, I was delighted. 
It was a chance to revisit our family’s past and 
share stories I hadn’t told him before.
From Denver to Amache

Brian: We flew into Denver and drove 
southeast toward Amache, the incarceration 
camp where my grandparents were held. On 

the way, we talked about the “Lost Japanese 
Community of Winters” exhibit and my great-
grandparents, Itaro and Sawano Shimomura.

Floyd: I helped curate that exhibit in 2021 
for the Winters Museum. Itaro emigrated from 
Wakayama in 1906 and became a foreman on an 
apricot and almond farm. He married Sawano, 
also from Wakayama, in 1915.

Brian: My dad prepared a binder full of 
information. On May 15, 1942, Civilian Exclusion 
Order No. 78 forced all Japanese Americans 
out of Yolo County. My grandfather, Ben 
Shimomura, was the designated “responsible” 
family member. 

He reported to the Civil Control Station in 
Woodland and received family number 30980. 
The Shimomura family — Ben, his sister, 
Harumi, and their parents, Itaro and Sawano 
— departed from the Woodland Train Station. 
They were first sent to the Merced Assembly 
Center, where they slept in horse stalls for three 
months, then transported to Amache by train 
with the shades drawn.

Floyd: Ironically, my father said the train 
served regular meals in the dining car — the 
best food they’d had since being uprooted.
Amache National Historic Site

Brian: Visiting Amache was surreal. Behind 
us stood a guard tower, a stark reminder of 
the 120,000 Japanese Americans imprisoned 
during WWII. My dad said that this was where 
my grandparents, Ben Shimomura and Lois 
Morimoto, met. 

Ben worked in the motor pool, maintaining 
trucks and making deliveries. Lois, the youngest 
of six siblings from Cortez, Calif., worked in 
the dispatch office. They married in Denver 
in March 1945. Their love story began behind 
barbed wire, under armed watch, in a country 
that promised liberty and justice for all.

Floyd: They were among the fortunate few 
who returned to Winters. Of the 300 Japanese 
Americans who lived in Winters before the war, 
only about 15 percent returned. Many were too 
afraid. During V-J Day celebrations, Winters’ 
Japantown was burned down. Signs at the city 
limits read, “No More Japs!” But the Tufts 
family, our prewar neighbors, defied public 
sentiment and invited us to work on their farm.

Brian: Before leaving Amache, we checked 
the park bulletin board. A notice similar to one 
seen at Manzanar asked visitors to report “any 
signs or other information that are negative 
about either past or living Americans.” 

We were worried that this might signal a 
revisionist view of history. Dad had taken me 
to the JANM dinner where it had declared it 
would “Scrub Nothing.”

A  F A M I LY 
C O N N E C T I O N
A summer road trip opens up one 
family’s past and connects them to 
the broader JA experience.  

Floyd Shimomura views new 
signage from the U.S. Department 
of the Interior at Amache. 

Brian Shimomura, Floyd Shimomura and 
Mike Honda (right) meet at the 2025 JACL 
National Convention.

Brian Shimomura (left) and Floyd Shimomura at the 2025 
JACL National Convention 

Brian Shimomura (left) and Floyd Shimomura visit Amache 
during their summer road trip to the JACL National Convention 
in Albuquerque, N.M. 
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF BRIAN AND FLOYD SHIMOMURA

Pictured at the 2025 JACL National Convention (from left) are 
Brian Shimomura, Floyd Shimomura, EDC Gov. Paul Uyehara 
and National President Larry Oda.
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On to Albuquerque
Brian: It’s a six-hour drive from Amache to 

Albuquerque. I asked my dad about his JACL 
experience and how he became the first Sansei 
national president in 1982.

Floyd: I explained there were four key factors: 
I had just completed two terms as national vp 
for public affairs; I was a law professor at UC 
Davis specializing in federal administrative 
law, including monetary claims against the 
government; I came from Northern California, 
the largest JACL district with the most votes; 
and the organization wanted to present a younger 
face to the community. 

I explained to Brian that most Nisei supported 
“Go for Broke” in WWII, while most Sansei 
supported, “Hell no, we won’t go” in the Vietnam 
War. So, many Sansei questioned if the JACL 
— a mostly Nisei organization — had the ability 
to truly confront the government on redress.

Brian: I asked about the redress campaign 
and the 1983 meeting with Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone.

Floyd: Many, like John Tateishi and Ron 
Ikejiri, did more than me. But I testified before 
Congress and wrote briefs for the redress 
commission. Thanks to Frank Sato, I met 
with President Reagan’s chief domestic policy 
adviser, Jack Svahn, in the West Wing. In Tokyo, 
Ron Wakabayashi and I met Prime Minister 
Nakasone about trade friction. 

Many Nisei board members advised against 
discussing redress, but Nakasone unexpectedly 
brought it up. He said Reagan would soon 
address the Japanese Diet and stay at his 
residence. Nakasone asked if there was anything 
I wanted him to say to Reagan. 

I said, “Ask him to sign the redress bills.” 
He nodded slightly and made a noncommittal 
grunt. I wasn’t sure if he followed through — 
until 10 years after Reagan left office, when a 
history professor uncovered documents showing 
that Nakasone’s administration had quietly 
lobbied Reagan to sign the bill because he 
wanted to put it in Japanese textbooks.
The JACL National Convention

Floyd: We arrived in Albuquerque at the 
JACL National Convention and attended a 
plenary session on repealing the Alien Enemies 
Act of 1798 — the law used to detain Issei 
leaders after Pearl Harbor without due process. 
One of the detention camps was in nearby 
Santa Fe. The Trump administration had 
recently invoked it to detain suspected illegal 
aliens, even though there was no war. Coming 
straight from Amache, it made us question 
whether the lessons of history had truly been 
learned.

Brian: We also saw a video about Nobuko 
Miyamoto, a performer and activist who used 
her art to fight for civil rights and protest the 
Vietnam War. She performed live at the Sayonara 
Banquet the next evening.
Coming Home

Brian: Since getting married in 2021, my 
wife, Alissa Shimomura, and I have traveled 
to 22 countries to photograph the world. We 
hiked the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu, climbed 
Mount Fuji, rode camels at the Pyramids of 
Giza, endured 115-degree heat at the Taj Mahal, 
caught Covid in Bali and swam below an active 
volcano in Iceland. But this road trip — with 
my dad, to an incarceration camp and a JACL 
national convention — was one of the most 
meaningful experiences of my life, second only 
to getting married. 

Floyd: As a dad, it was gratifying to see 
Brian connect with our family’s history and 
the broader Japanese American experience. 
It was also a little sad. The road trip reminded 
me that the fight for justice is never truly over 
— and that passing on these stories is part of 
that fight.

Floyd Shimomura is a past JACL national 
president. Brian Shimomura is a past board 
member of San Francisco JACL and a current 
manager for the State of California. They 
reside in Woodland, Calif., and Daly City, 
Calif., respectively.

Floyd 
Shimomura 
shows a 
ranger the 
location of 
his parents 
while they 
were at 
Amache.

Floyd Shimomura at Amache

Floyd 
Shimomura 
stands on the 
foundation of 
a barrack  at 
Amache 

A ranger 
shows Floyd 
Shimomura 
the location 
oI KiV SarHQtV’
barracks.

A ranger 
and Floyd 
Shimomura at 
the site of the 
Shimomura 
barracks

BriaQ SKiPoPXra’V JraQdIatKHr� BHQ SKiPoPXra� at 
Amache, where he was incarcerated during World War II.
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF BRIAN AND FLOYD SHIMOMURA



SELANOCO

Holiday Greetings
from the

Matsubara Family

Kenneth and May
Nicole, Eric, Amelia and Grace
Erin, Steve, Langston and Paxton

Shannon and David

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Greater LA

Intermountain District Council

 

Have the Merriest of Holidays 
and a Safe and Prosperous New Year 

from the 

Pacific Northwest  
District Council 

 
 

Officers       Chapter Presidents/Co-Presidents 
 

 

Governor       Sheldon Arakaki   Alaska   Dennis Arashiro 
 

Vice Governor      Suzanne Ishii-Reagan  Gresham-Troutdale Terry Nishikawa   

                   Olympia    Bob Nakamura  
 

Secretary       Eileen Yamada Lamphere  Portland Jeff Matsumoto & Spencer Uemura 
   

Treasurer       Chip Larouche   Puyallup Valley Eileen Yamada Lamphere 
 

Historian       Vacant    Seattle  Tsuki Nomura-Henley 
  

 NYSC Youth Rep  Vacant    Spokane   Ben Furukawa  
 

Pacific Northwest District Council

Snake River
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San Jose

T H E  S A N  J O S E  J A C L  W I S H E S
E V E R Y O N E  A

HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON

OFFICERS

President - Sharon Uyeda Vice President of Community
Relations: Kendall Hearney
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Col. Mia 
L. Walsh
PHOTO: 
COURTESY 
OF U.S. SPACE 
FORCE

Lt. Gen. Philip Garrant, Space Systems Command 
FoPPaQdHr� KoldV tKH JXidoQ ÁaJ ZitK Col� Mia WalVK� 
ZKo iV rHliQTXiVKiQJ FoPPaQd oI SSaFH BaVH DHlta 3 
on May 29, 2024. CMSgt. Sarah Morgan, senior enlisted 
lHadHr Ior SBD3� KoldV tKH JXidoQ iQ tKH EaFN� TKH
JXidoQ iV a V\PEol oI tKH traQVIHr oI aXtKorit\�
PHOTO: COURTESY OF U.S. SPACE FORCE

A DEVOTION TO SERVICE AND FAMILY
How the U.S. Air Force and U.S. Space Force have 
demned $ol. .ia 8alsh�s military career
By Patti Hirahara, 
P.C. Contributor

While watching the Fox 11 
news in 2024, I saw an 
impressive story about 
Col. Mia L. Walsh for 

a piece on Women’s History Month 
in Southern California that left me 
wanting to learn more about her 
impressive public service career and 
deep af¿Qity for her cultural -apaQese 
roots. 

Walsh is a Sansei who was raised 
in Hilo, Hawaii, and I wondered what 
she would want people to know about 
her life.

 “I’d love for people to know that 
my parents are amazing and instilled 
in all three of us, my sisters and I, a 
strong work ethic,” said Walsh. “It’s 
something my sisters and I talk about 
a lot because we all take a lot of pride 
in our work, and we feel that is because 
we always see our parents working 
hard. We’re all fairly frugal as well, 
probably something that came from 
our upbringing. We laugh about my 
mother smoothing out the tin foil to 
reuse, but then my husband makes fun 
of me for washing out Ziploc bags and 
reusing them! 

“I had a great upbringing in Hawaii,” 
Walsh continued, “coming from a 
large family on both sides, and I really 
Yalued my -apaQese culture�”  

Col. Walsh and I had conversations 
over a series of months about her life 
and illustrious military career, which 
has included 10 major awards and 
military decorations. She returned to 
Washington, D.C., in 2024 to work as 
the director of the Current Operations 
Division, Headquarters Space Force 
Staff, at the Pentagon. She leads six 
branches, including the Space Force 
Service Watch cell and is responsible 
for policy, guidance and oversight of 
Space Force current operations. 
Patti Hirahara for the Pacific Citizen� 
Being raised in Hawaii, your family 
was very active in the Japanese 

community there. What aspects of 
their Japanese community activities 
do you feel added to your preparation 
to having a career in the military?
Mia L. Walsh: My family was very 
involved in church — we belong to 
Hilo Hongwanji. I grew up in the 
church, JoiQJ to church’s -apaQese 
language school from kindergarten 
throuJh ¿fth Jrade, teachiQJ SuQday 
school and playing the organ for 
church on Sunday. . . . I think I’m very 
inspired by the culture I saw around 
me JroZiQJ up� -apaQese people ZorN 
very hard, don’t complain and value 
group consensus and mutual respect, 
which I feel translates well to being 
in the military.
7he P�C�� Who inspired you when 
you were growing up?
Walsh: Ellison Onizuka visited my 
elementary school when I was in the 
fourth Jrade� He Zas the ¿rst astroQaut 
from Hawaii, the first Buddhist 
astroQaut aQd the first -apaQese 
American astronaut. His one visit 
instilled in me an interest in space, 
and I went home that daydreaming of 
becoming an astronaut. The importance 
of seeing someone who grew up on the 
Big Island of Hawaii like I did, whose 
JraQdpareQts came oYer from -apaQ to 
ZorN iQ the suJar caQe ¿elds, Must as 
mine did, who grew up in the Buddhist 
faith and attended public school —  

it was something I would never 
have dreamed of but his presence in 
the community inspired me.   
7he P�C�� What made you decide to 
join the U.S. Air Force?
Walsh: I always wanted to be an 
astronaut, and when I was in high 
school, everyone said joining the 
military would be the best path toward 
achieving that goal. I love being in the 
military ² ¿rst the $ir )orce aQd QoZ 
the Space Force — and I believe it is 
my calling.
7he P�C�� What were the highlights 
of your U.S. Air Force career?
Walsh: I have loved every assignment 
in my career — from being an ICBM 
(Intercontinental Ballistic Missile) 
operator in Cheyenne, Wyo., which 
was quite a culture shock for a 
¿rst assiJQmeQt, to ZorNiQJ iQ the 
National Military Command Center. 
The highlight of my career is having 
the opportunity to work with amazing 
people, from all walks of life. I have 
learned so much from other people I 
serve with, and we all share a deep 
sense of patriotic duty and a great love 
for this country and what it represents.
7he P�C�� You are now a member 
of the U.S. Space Force. When was 
the U.S. Space Force created, and 
what does it do?
Walsh: The U.S. Space Force was 

created on Dec. 20, 2019. We’ll 
celebrate our 6th birthday this month! 
The mission of the U.S. Space Force 
is to secure our nation’s interests in, 
from and to space.  
7he P�C��  What is your most 
gratifying assignment to date?
Walsh: My most gratifying assignments 
were both times I was able to command 
— at the 18th Space Control Squadron 
at Vandenberg and at Los Angeles Air 
Force Base. I served as the Commander 
of Space Base Delta 3 (SBD 3) in El 
Segundo, Calif. In that position, I was 
respoQsiEle for ¿Ye sTuadroQs aQd si[ 
staff agencies, supporting over 7,000 
personnel with $1.3 billion in physical 
plant assets and managed the annual 
execution of an $80 million budget.
7he P�C�� Why did you find this 
assignment most rewarding?
Walsh: It is always very special when 
you are chosen to lead. Gen Mark 
Welsh, former chief of staff of the Air 
Force, said, “Leadership is a gift. It’s 
given by those who follow. You have 
to be worthy of it.” This is one of my 
favorite quotes about leadership. It is 
a gift. I feel very fortunate that I was 
selected to lead, ¿rst a sTuadroQ of 
about 120 people plus a detachment 
of 60 or so in Dahlgren, Va., and then 
serving as the installation commander 
in Los Angeles. Taking care of people 
is the most amazing job in the military 

CaliIorQia AVVHPEl\PHPEHr Al 
MXratVXFKi �D�TorraQFH� oQ MarFK 2� 
2�23� QaPHd U�S� SSaFH ForFH Col� Mia 
TVXtVXPi WalVK aV tKH 2�23 WoPaQ oI 
tKH <Har iQ tKH ��tK AVVHPEl\ DiVtriFt� 
HH iV VKoZQ HVFortiQJ KHr to tKH SodiXP 
at tKH StatH CaSitol EXildiQJ�
PHOTO: COURTESY OF COL. MIA WALSH

Col� Mia L� WalVK attHQdV -AVA’V 2�24 VHtHraQV Da\ HYHQt iQ 
WaVKiQJtoQ� D�C� PiFtXrHd (from left) arH Col� WalVK� IorPHr 
EPEaVV\ oI -aSaQ MiQiVtHr aQd HHad oI CKaQFHr\ MaVarX 
Sato� -AVA PrHVidHQt HoZard HiJK aQd Ta\lor WalVK�
PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA

(From left) Ta\lor WalVK� MarN WalVK� Col� Mia WalVK 
aQd D\laQ WalVK at tKH RoVH BoZl Ior tKH PaVadHQa 
ToXrQaPHQt oI RoVHV� ZKHrH Col� WalVK ZaV KoQorHd 
Ior KHr VHrYiFH�
PHOTO: COURTESY OF COL. MIA WALSH
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Unique Utah Exhibit Receives Outstanding Achievement Awards
A6ncovering the +ourney� tells the unknoXn story of BoY Elder $ounty +aQanese Qioneers.

U�S� Pilitar\ 
display at the 
BriJKaP Cit\ 
MXVHXP H[KiEit
PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA

Col� Mia WalVK VSoNH to PHPEHrV oI tKH .a]Xo MaVXda MHPorial 
VFW PoVt 3�7� oQ Ma\ �� 2�24� PiFtXrHd (from left, front row) arH DaYid 
U\HPatVX� MXQHo HaPaQo� Norio U\HPatVX� Col� WalVK aQd ToNi EQdo� 
(back row, from left) .HQ Ha\aVKi� TiP <oVKiQaJa� -aPHV St\lHV� DaYid 
Mi\oVKi aQd VFW CoPPaQdHr -aPHV NaNaPXra�
PHOTO: PATTI HIRAHARA

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=gz91ao8SepW
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=gz91ao8SepW
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Once, JACL was united by injustices done 
to its people. The organization’s founding 
in 1929 focused on many problems facing 
the Japanese American community,  

for which Saburo Kido entrusted to the stewardship 
of the Nisei. 

“This could only be done by co-operation,” said 
Kido, then a JACL leader, in a published report of 
the orJaQi]atioQ’s ¿rst 1atioQal &oQYeQtioQ� 

Back then, the message was clear: Amid a tenuous 
e[isteQce iQ this couQtry, the -$&/ proYided a seQse 
of shoes-off safety and a space that allowed the Nisei 
to assume leadership of their own community. 

Amid the barren landscape of the World War II 
camps, this identity continued to crystallize. The 
Yictims of mass iQcarceratioQ Jradually Eecame the 
JuardiaQs of ciYil riJhts, shaped Ey a terriEle life eYeQt 
that continues to ripple through generations — the 
WWII incarceration.

But as this unifying identity continues to fray, the 
question presses harder: Who is the JACL now? 

The organization, which is inching closer to 
celebrating its centennial, bills itself as the oldest 
aQd larJest $siaQ $mericaQ ciYil riJhts orJaQi]atioQ iQ 

the U.S. Yet, the membership numbers tell a quieter, 
more troubling story. For years, membership has 
been falling precipitously. 

Today, memEership hoYers Must uQder �,��� ² liNely 
a lower number than the organization experienced in 
its early years. The problem of dwindling membership 
has long been whispered about and spoken aloud in 
broad strokes, but whispers are no longer enough. 
-$&/ is faciQJ aQ iQflectioQ poiQt� 

“The single most important position is membership,” 
said Ron Ikejiri, a former JACL Washington, D.C., 
represeQtatiYe� “If you caQ’t maNe memEership sales, 
you haYe Qo orJaQi]atioQ�”

1oZ, more thaQ eYer, -$&/ must recNoQ Zith itself� 
What does it want to be? And how can it reignite more 
cooperation in younger generations, who, despite 
seeing echoes of history in today’s news headlines, 
do not feel compelled to buy into the organization’s 
mission statement? 

This call for change comes from inside the house. 
In my early days as the Pacific Citizen assistant 
editor, I committed to memory the names and 
faces of -$&/ memEers Zho, for eYery QatioQal 
board meeting in San Francisco, greeted us in hotel 
lobbies before making the short walk to headquarters.  
$t QatioQal coQYeQtioQs, memEers Jathered iQ Zhat 
was affectionately called the “peanut gallery” to 
witness the tedious but earnest process of adopting 
resolutions and bylaws. 

To these members, JACL represented something 
larger — a moral anchor and a unique sense of 
comfort, wrote one reader in a letter to the P�C� during 

Bacon Sakatani (front row, center, dressed in a white jacket) is 
pictured here as a member of the Heart Mountain Boy Scouts.
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF BACON SAKATANI

JACL
Faces Its 
Hardest 
Question 
Yet
Founded in response to 
injustice and sustained 
by shared memory, the 
organization must decide 
who it wants to be — and 
who it hopes will carry it 
forward.

By Lynda Lin Grigsby,
P.C. Contributor

Peter Frandsen visits the 
Vietnam War Memorial 
during the Washington, D.C., 
Leadership Summit in 2005.

Peter 
Frandsen 
and his 
family. 
Pictured 
(from left) 
are Clara, 
Peter, 
Bennett, 
Emily, Daisy 
Ray and 
William.
PHOTOS: 
COURTESY OF 
PETER FRANDSEN

Bacon 
Sakatani, 
a longtime 
San Gabriel 
Valley 
JACLer, was 
a member 
of the Heart 
Mountain 
Boy Scouts.



my tenure, urging for the return of the JACL logo to 
the front page of the publication because it brought 
her so much ease during the war years.

These ardent members form the heartbeat of the 
organization. But to boost membership, JACL needs 
to cast a Zider Qet aQd asN itself a dif¿cult TuestioQ� 
Why hasn’t it captured the hearts and minds of these 
devoted members’ children and grandchildren?

Elusive Hearts 
Peter Shigeki Frandsen, 44, grew up adjacent to all 

things JACL. His family history in the organization 
runs deep. Since 2004, a student has won a JACL 
national scholarship named after his grandfather, 
Shigeki “Shake” Ushio, who helped establish the 
National JACL Credit Union in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Frandsen’s uncle, David Ushio, served as JACL 
national director. 

Frandsen grew up attending JACL events with 
his family. He participated in programs such as the 
Washington, D.C., Leadership Summit and, for a 
time, became a member of the Salt Lake City and 
New York chapters.

“But it wasn’t enough to set me on a path,” said 
Frandsen, a pediatric dentist in La Crosse, Wis., 
about his participation in the JACL.

Life, family and career pulled him in a direction 
away from the organization. The closest chapter, 
Wisconsin JACL, is based hundreds of miles away 
in Milwaukee. To bring Frandsen, a Yonsei, back into 
the folds of the organization, the barriers of re-entry 
Qeed to Ee loZ� )raQdseQ reflects oQ the Juard�doZQ 
relationship he has with his Mormon faith, which 
allows him space to be himself. No matter where he 
is, he ¿Qds people Zho, liNe him, are uQited iQ faith� 

“It’s just easy, you know?” said Frandsen. 
From that lens, he wonders if JACL can offer social 

connection where a person can exhale at the door and 
eQter a safe space� &aQ it ful¿ll a commuQal Qeed 
that people are not getting in their regular work and 
community lives?

“If we’re in a place where the walls come down 
easily,” said Frandsen. “What is it collectively that 
we want to do?”

During historic times of crisis and reconciliation, 
JACL provided its members with tangible services 
and mutual aid. After the Second World War, the 
organization helped its members resettle in towns 
and cities without barbed-wire fences. During the 
1980s, pages of this publication became a repository 
of updates on every step of the Redress Bill.  

Once, the Japanese American community was 
uQi¿ed Ey a siQJular eYeQt ² a ZroQJ that Zas doQe
to it. The further away the community gets from the
last big injustice, what bonds it together?

For Frandsen, stories of the WWII incarceration, the 
heroics of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and 
redress land differently for his children, who don’t 
have the support of a vibrant Japanese American 
community like he did growing up in Salt Lake City. 

The fraying sense of community identity is a 
problem, according to Ikejiri, who served as the JACL 
Washington, D.C., representative from 1978-84. 

“You have to be rooted in your history,” said Ikejiri, 
77, a lawyer and former Gardena City Council 
member. “What are we good at? I think the bottom 
liQe is� -$&/ really has a story to tell aEout -apaQese 
American history.” But stories only matter if people 
see themselves inside them.

Today, it’s dif¿cult to imaJiQe QeZer -$&/ memEers 
consistently traveling to national conventions 
simply to observe bylaw debates. Is this apathy or 
misalignment? Maybe this is because the organization 
hasn’t won the hearts and minds of its people.  

“What’s really out of whack is the relevancy of the 
JACL,” said Ikejiri, a Sansei. “Our job is to instill 
upon the younger generations that it’s really cool to 
go out and protect American Constitutional rights.” 

After a hiatus from JACL, Ikejiri has sent in his 
2026 membership dues.   

Make It Cool Again
When I covered JACL events for the P.C. as a 

staff member, I marveled at the grab-bag crowd 
spanning professions, belief systems and geography 
² all uQited Ey a shared faith of a more perfect 
union. At national conventions, former Secretary of 
Transportation Norman Mineta would wend through 
hotel hallways alongside conventiongoers wearing 
their JACL neck badges. 

For those occasions when I met new members,  
I relied oQ a Zell�ZorQ TuestioQ to EreaN the ice� 
Why is JACL important to you? 

Most responses centered on “never again” or a 
moral sense of obligation to carry on the work of the 
Issei and Nisei, who endured unspeakable adversities 
to ensure a better world for the next generations. 
Idealism dripped from their mouths as they described 
this inheritance.

But over time, gradual shifts in attitudes led to 
seismic changes. At national conventions, youth 
members’ presence was often paid. Chapter delegates 
sheepishly admitted that they served because no one 
else would. 

This changing attitude mirrors larger cultural 
changes. Now, echoes of the past are seeping into 
the present. News of mass incarceration and legal 
challenges to birthright citizenship sometimes makes 
it feel like WWII again.

This is part of -$&/’s recNoQiQJ� :hat priQciples 
will galvanize people into action now? Will there be 
meaning in becoming a card-carrying member again?

This reckoning has been waiting at the organization’s 

door. Now is the time to let it in. 
“History doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes,” 

Mark Twain once said. 
When the Nisei created the JACL, they likely faced 

skepticism, too. The Japanese American community 
is complex and hardly monolithic, but as Kido 
suggested in 1929, cooperation was enough to begin.

Bacon Sakatani, 96, joined the JACL during 
the Redress Era. As a child incarcerated at Heart 
Mountain, he was moved to join when he learned 
about the illegalities of the WWII incarceration. He 
called his local JACL chapter and was put to work 
fundraising. The purpose-driven mission hooked him. 
He’s been a longtime member of the San Gabriel 
Valley JACL. 

“I have a lot of history to talk about,” said Sakatani. 
“It’s too bad that we do not have an audience 
anymore.” His children and grandchildren are not 
members. He speaks plainly about the future, citing 
high rates of out-marriage and shifting identities.

What does it mean to be Japanese American now?
“You have to face reality. You have to face today 

and the future. We’re thinking too much of the past,” 
said Sakatani. “I’m part of the past.”

JACL cannot be everything to everyone. But it 
has to mean something to enough people to survive. 
The recNoQiQJ at its door raises a lot of TuestioQs for 
which there are no easy answers. 

I am also a lapsed member. 
Since leaving the organization as a staff member, 

I have also taken my own path away. And yet, 
when I think about the young Nisei who stood on 
the precipice of upheaval and built an organization 
that has endured for almost 100 years, my heart still 
roots for the JACL.

The TuestioQ remaiQs ² aQd it is aQ urJeQt oQe�
Who does the JACL want to be?�� n
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Ron Ikejiri during redress. Pictured (back row, from left) are Karl Nobuyuki, Ron Mamiya, Clifford 
Uyeda, Ron Ikejiri and John Tateishi; seated (from left) are Senators Spark Matsunaga and Daniel 
Inouye and Congressmen Robert Matsui and Norman Mineta.
PHOTO: PACIFIC CITIZEN DIGITAL ARCHIVES

RoQ INHMiri IorPHrl\ VHrYHd aV -ACL’V 
Washington, D.C., representative from 1978-84.
PHOTO: COURTESY OF RON IKEJIRI



30 | PACIFIC CITIZEN | Holiday 2025

Download the AARP HomeFit® Guide.

Make your place
into a lifelong home.
AARP wants to help you future-proof your home. Download our FREE HomeFit® Guide and get
tips to make updates for your home today so you can stay there safely for years to come.

Learn about:
• Room-by-room improvements that can be made for little cost or free.
• Checklists to help you determine what your home needs.
• Suggestions for houses, apartments and condos.

Download or order a copy of the guide at aarp.org/yourhome 
or scan the QR code with your mobile device.

2273402 HomeFit Pacific Citizen 10_25 x 16 Ad.indd   12273402 HomeFit Pacific Citizen 10_25 x 16 Ad.indd   1 12/11/2�   11:22ɐAM12/11/2�   11:22ɐAM
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67%

65%

Their Actions That Pose Risks for Fraud

2025 Fraud Survey

use public Wi-Fi without a VPN67%
use their social media account to 
log into other accounts44%
use the same password for two or 
more online accounts25%
accept social media friend requests 
from people they don’t know21%

Their Experiences With Fraud

have encountered 
at least one fraud 
attempt.

49%

How They Feel About Fraud

The Fraud Crisis in America:
Fraud Awareness and Experiences among 
Asian American and Pacific Islander Adults.
Theft through fraud has risen exponentially over the last five years. According to a recent 
report from the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), fraud losses topped $12.5 billion in 2024, 
a 25 percent increase over the prior year. Fraud is a widespread and growing concern across 
the U.S., affecting individuals of all ages and backgrounds, including Asian American and 
Pacific Islander communities. 

Source: Fraud Awareness and Experiences among Asian American and Pacific Islander Adults. 
Fielded on July 3-23, 2025, the nationally representative survey includes 2,050 Asian American 
and Pacific Islander adults selected from NORC's Amplify AAPI Panel and from Prodege 
non-probability panel. 

One in four 

have reported falling victim 
to a scam, with an average 
of $5,800 stolen.  

27% Most (54%) who fell victim, 
spoke with a family member 
or friend about the fraud 
incident, yet few (32%) 
reported it to (9%) 
authorities.

update their devices immediately or via 
auto-update when a security patch or 
update is made available.

use protective software, such as 
antivirus, anti-spyware, firewall, call- or 
popup blocking feature or app.

Some Good News64%
They are more likely to view 
fraud as a criminal act (84%) 
rather than as a reflection of the 
victim’s personal traits or 
behavior (56%).

Most adults would like to see more 
being done about scams and fraud, 
including, better reporting 
mechanisms (65%), more support 
from law enforcement (58%), 
enhanced legal support (57%), and 
increased collaboration between 
businesses, government, and 
financial institutions (56%).

are not confident in their ability 
to recognize a fraudulent pitch 
or offer.

For more information on the survey, contact Alicia 
Williams, PhD at arwilliams@aarp.org

For media inquiries, contact media@aarp.org

https://doi.org/10.26419/01640.002 © 2025 AARP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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3 steps to help stop scams.

The AARP Fraud Watch Network™ 
helps you recognize fraud sooner.

aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork
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2026 JACL National Scholarship Applications Now Open!

‘TOGETHER IN MANZANAR’ — A Review
By Matthew Weisbly,
JACL Education
Programs Manager

Growing up,  I 
thought I was 
unique in having 
a Japanese and 

Jewish family. For much of 
my childhood, the only people 
who could relate to that expe-
rience were my siblings and 
some of my cousins, who also 
happened to be Japanese and 
Jewish. As I got older and went 
off to college, I finally found 
more people who shared that 
background and eventually 
discovered an entire commu-
nity bonded by this identity.

Looking back on my fam-
ily’s history with this unique 
heritage, I often thought about 
their experiences. On one 
side, my Sansei grandfather 
and his family were forcibly 
removed from their farm in 
Northern California and sent 
to the barren deserts of Arizo-
na, where they remained even 
after the war ended. On the 
other, my more distant rela-
tives in Ukraine and Poland, 
whose fates we would never 
truly know, were linked to the 
name Auschwitz-Birkenau in 
the small fragments we could 
uncover. It made me wonder 
if there had ever been anyone 
like me who lived through 
the war. For many years, 
I didn’t think there was, until 

I found out about “Together 
in Manzanar: The True Story 
of a Japanese Jewish Family 
in an American Concentration 
Camp.”

Written by Tracy Slater, an 
American writer based in Japan 
with her family, “Together in 
Manzanar” tells the true story 
of the Yonedas: Karl Yone-
da, a Nisei labor organizer 
and activist; his wife, Elaine 
Buchman Yoneda, a second-
generation Jewish American 
labor activist; and their son, 
Tommy. Together, they faced 
the horrors of incarceration. 

Though not a long book, 
coming in at just under 250 
pages without the index, it is 
rich in detail, deeply exploring 
the Yonedas’ lives, especially 
during the prewar years and 
throughout their wartime in-
carceration. While I’ll leave 
it to readers to discover more 
for themselves, the Yonedas 
were involved in some of the 
most significant events that 
took place in Manzanar during 
the war. In fact, the name 
Karl Yoneda may already be 
familiar to those who know 
Manzanar’s history particu-
larly well.

It’s also worth noting that 
JACL’s own history plays 
a role in the Yonedas’ story. 
Again, I’ll leave it to readers 
to learn more as they go along, 
but it’s important to under-
stand the role that JACL and 
its members played before, 
during and after the war. For 
some, that role was seen as 
invaluable and just in its ac-
tions; for others, JACL remains 
viewed as a collaborator that 
caused more harm than good 
within the Japanese American 
community. 

This is a history that I believe 
is important for us, as both an 
organization and a community, 
to continue with which to rec-
oncile. While that conversation 
lies beyond the scope of this 

article, this story could provide 
a meaningful starting point for 
some of these conversations.

In the end, the story of Karl, 
Elaine and Tommy reminds 
us that among the more than 
125,000 people incarcerated 
during the war, there are truly 
125,000 individual stories and 
experiences to be shared. Even 
now, 80 years later, we contin-
ue to uncover new stories that 
expand our collective under-
standing of and remembrance 
of the incarceration.

As with many books that 
attempt to tell a comprehensive 
account of the incarceration, 
there is a lot to keep track of, 
names, locations, organiza-
tions and events, which may 
make the book feel a bit dense 
at times. Yet, that very detail 
adds depth and immerses the 
reader in the experiences of 
the Yonedas. For anyone who 
studies or reads about the war-
time Japanese American incar-
ceration, this book is certainly 
one to pick up and add to your 
reading list.

“Together in Manzanar: 
The True Story of a Japanese 
Jewish Family in an Ameri-
can Concentration Camp” is 
available for purchase online 
and in bookstores nationwide.

By P.C. Staff

Members of 
the Japanese 
A m e r i c a n 
and Jewish 

American communities in 
Los Angeles joined hands 
earlier this year to celebrate 
the premiere of the short 
documentary “Pilgrimage to 
Manzanar” at the Museum 
of Tolerance.

The movie, directed by 
filmmaker 2din 2dzil, re-
calls the Manzanar Pilgrim-
age that took place in 2023 
(see May 19, 2023 Pacific 
Citizen, tinyurl.com/ykm9y-
3nr), when members of the 
American Jewish Commit-
tee, which produced the 
short, participated at the 
54th annual gathering at 
the site of the former War 
Relocation Authority Cen-
ter. More than 10,000 U.S. 
citizens of Japanese ancestry 
and Japanese nationals then-
barred from becoming natu-
ralized U.S. citizens were in-
carcerated at Manzanar, one 
of 10 WRA camps operated 
by the federal government 
during World War II.

The May 29 event was an 
opportunity for the two com-
munities to explore unity 
amidst the shared experience 
of having been “othered” by 
dominant societal forces. 
Deputy Consul General of 
Japan Naoshige Aoshima 
addressed the audience, 
as did the AJC’s Marcie 
Goldstein; Odzil; and Vlad 

Khaykin, Simon Wiesenthal 
Center executive vp of so-
cial impact and partnerships, 
North America.

Following the screening, 
a panel discussion moder-
ated by AJC Los Angeles 
Regional Director Richard 
Hirschhaut took place. It 
featured Go for Broke Na-
tional Education Center 
President and CEO Mitch 
Maki, Japan House Presi-
dent Yuko Kaifu and AJC 
Intergroup Committee Chair 
Vivian Alberts, who helped 
organize the AJC’s partici-
pation in the Pilgrimage.

To view a trailer to 
“Pilgrimage to Manzanar,” 
visit tinyurl.com/mrnpv624.

“Pilgrimage to Manzanar” 
ÀlPPaNHr OdiQ Od]il

NaoVKiJH AoVKiPa� dHSXt\ 
FoQVXl JHQHral oI -aSaQ
PHOTOS: GEORGE TOSHIO JOHNSTON

A short 
documentary 
premieres at  
L.A.’s Museum
of Tolerance.

(From left) RiFKard 
HirVFKKaXt� MitFK MaNi� 
<XNo .aiIX aQd ViYiaQ 
AlEHrtV SartiFiSatH iQ a 
SaQHl diVFXVVioQ at tKH 
LoV AQJHlHV MXVHXP 
oI TolHraQFH oQ Ma\ 2�
IolloZiQJ tKH SrHPiHrH oI
tKH VKort doFXPHQtar\
“Pilgrimage to Manzanar.”
PHOTO: GEORGE TOSHIO JOHNSTON

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
Japanese American Citizens 
League has announced that 
the 2026 National Scholarship 
and Awards Program is now 
underway. The JACL annually 
offers approximately 30 college 
scholarships to students who 
are incoming college freshmen, 
undergraduates and graduates, 
as well as those specializing in 
law and the creative/performing 
arts. There are also financial 
aid scholarships available for 
those who demonstrate a need 
for financial assistance.  

Scholarship Program guide-
lines, instructions and applica-
tions have been posted on the 
JACL website at www.jacl.
org and can be accessed by 
clicking the “Youth” tab on 
the menu bar.

Freshman applications must 
be submitted directly by the 
applicant to National JACL 
through the online form no 
later than March 2 at 11:59 
p.m. Hawaiian Standard Time.  

The freshman applications 
will then be disseminated to 
their respective chapters for 

review. Chapters will have 
one month to evaluate their 
applications and forward the 
names of the most outstanding 
applicants to National JACL. It 
is these applications that shall 
be forwarded to the National 
Freshman Scholarship Com-
mittee for final selection.

Applications for the non-
freshman scholarship catego-
ries (undergraduate, graduate, 
law, creative/performing arts 
and financial aid� are also to 
be sent directly by the appli-
cant to National JACL through 

the online form no later than 
April 3, 11:59 p.m. Hawaiian 
Standard Time.  

All those applying to the Na-
tional JACL Scholarship Pro-
gram must be a youth/student 
or individual member of the 
JACL; a couple/family mem-
bership held by a parent does 
NOT meet this requirement. 
Applicants must be enrolled 
in school in fall 2025 to be 
eligible for a scholarship. If 
a student has received two 
National scholarship awards 
previously, they are no longer 

eligible to apply as the limit is 
two national awards per person.

For more information on the 
National JACL Scholarship 
Program, contact Scholarship 
Program Manager Matthew 
Weisbly at scholarships@jacl.
org.

Shared Experiences in 
‘P ILGRIMAGE TO MANZANAR’

http://tinyurl.com/ykm9y3nr
http://tinyurl.com/ykm9y3nr
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By Gary Nakamura

On a pleasant fall eve-
ning in Texas, the JACL 
Houston chapter held its 
50th anniversary ban-

quet on Oct. 31 at Rice University’s 
Faculty Club, where it celebrated 
the achievements of the chapter’s 
longstanding history and honored 
U.S. Rep. Al Green, Judge Peter 
Sakai and Texas State Rep. Gene Wu.

The event, which welcomed more 
than 100 attendees and representa-
tives from more than 20 community 
organizations, began with a cocktail 
reception and an official welcome by 
Houston Chapter President Colleen 
Morimoto, who then introduced the 
master of ceremony, Gary Nakamura, 
JACL National vp for planning and 
development and past chapter president.

Nakamura acknowledged the com-
munity representatives and then intro-
duced Japanese Consul General Zentaro 
Naganuma, Greater LULAC President 
Sergio Lira, Asian Texans for Justice 
Executive Director Nabila Mansoor and 
JACL National President Larry Oda, 
who each gave congratulatory remarks.

A brief overview of the Houston 
chapter’s major accomplishments from 
the past 50 years was then given, which 
included the successful fight to re-
name Jap Road and Jap Lane in East 
Texas in the late 1990s, the important 
role it played in 2009-10 to have the 
Congressional Gold Medal awarded 
to the Nisei Veterans of World War II 
and being named in 2024 the recipient 
of the George Inagaki JACL Chapter 
of the Biennium Award at the National 
Convention in Philadelphia.

Nakamura then presented special 
awards to three elected officials to 
recognize their efforts in uplifting the 
AAPI community in Texas and ele-
vating JACL Houston’s stature in the 
community:
• The Visionary Leadership Award

was presented to Bexar County
Judge Peter Sakai

• The Courage in Leadership Award
was presented to Texas State
Rep. Gene Wu

• The Champion of Justice &
Equality Award was presented to
U.S. Rep. Al Green.
Following the awards ceremony,

Nakamura announced that the National 
Japanese American Baseball Exhibit 
will be officially launching in +ouston 
in the spring.

The traveling exhibit will be on dis-
play at the main gallery of the Central 
Library in downtown Houston, the 
Àagship library of the +ouston 3ublic 
Library System, from the beginning of 
March through the end of May 2026 
to celebrate AANHPI Heritage Month.

National JACL, the Nisei Baseball 
Research Project and JACL Houston 

The anniversary banquet recognizes the chapter’s longstanding 
history and honors individuals for their efforts to uplift the AAPI 
community in Texas.

are teaming up to then display the 
exhibit around the country to educate 
the American public about the history 
of the Japanese American community 
through the prism of baseball.

The exhibit will tell the story of how 
the Issei and Nisei pioneer Japanese 
American baseball players built the 
foundation of their presence in the sport 
a century ago and paved the way for 
the Japanese and Asian baseball stars 
who are now playing in Major League 
Baseball.

On hand to speak about the goals of 
the baseball exhibit and give histori-
cal context to the displayed artifacts 
that guests were able to view during 
the event’s cocktail hour were Kerry 
Nakagawa, president and founder of 
NBRP, and Bill Staples, NBRP board 
member.

The evening’s celebration was an 
enormous success for the chapter.

“It was a great event . . . having all 
those high-profile people there, Al 
Green, Peter Sakai, Gene Wu, plus all 
the coalition friends . . . made it that 
much more enjoyable,” said Oda.

The Houston Chapter looks forward 
to a very busy but exciting year ahead, 
starting with the Day of Remembrance 
program in February at Rice University 
that will feature guest speaker Don 
Tamaki, as well as the baseball exhibit’s 
official grand opening in March. n

PiFtXrHd at tKH aQQiYHrVar\ EaQTXHt arH (from left) MarF .aVKiZaJi� CollHHQ 
MoriPoto� CoQJrHVVPaQ Al GrHHQ� CoQVXl GHQHral ZHQtaro NaJaQXPa� SatoVKi 
HaPada� Gar\ NaNaPXra� Larr\ Oda� EriF LiQdVa\ aQd GHorJH HiraVaNi�
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF JACL HOUSTON CHAPTER

HoQorHH U�S� RHS� Al GrHHQ (left) ZitK 
-ACL’V Larr\ Oda aQd Gar\ NaNaPXra

HiVtoriFal EaVHEall artiIaFtV aQd SKotoJraSKV oQ diVSla\ at tKH EaQTXHt

HOUSTON CHAPTER CELEBRATES ITS 50TH

LITTLE TOKYO HISTORICAL SOCIETY SEEKS 
ENTRIES FOR 2026 SHORT STORY CONTEST
LOS ANGELES — The Little 
Tokyo Historical Society, which is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary in 
�0��, seeks fictional short stories 
for its 13th annual Imagine Little 
Tokyo short story contest in the 
categories of English language, 
Japanese language and youth 
�1� and younger�. The deadline 
to enter is Feb. 28, midnight 
3acific Time.

The contest, which is presented
by LTHS in partnership with the 
Japanese American National Mu-

seum’s Discover Nikkei project, 
seeks to raise awareness of Little 
Tokyo through a creative story 
that takes place in Little Tokyo.

The story has to be fictional 
and set in a current, past or future 
Little Tokyo in the City of Los 
Angeles. The short story commit-
tee will be looking specifically 
for stories that capture the spirit 
and sense of Little Tokyo.

Both generative AI and pla-
giarism are strictly prohibited. 
Each category winner will be 

awarded $500 in cash with their 
short story being published in 
Discover Nikkei and the Little 
Tokyo Historical Society website.

A special anniversary hybrid 
�in�person and virtual� award cer-
emony and dramatic readings of 
the winning stories are also being 
planned for 2026 at the Japanese 
American National Museum.

For information and guide-
lines, refer to the LTHS’s website 
at https://www.littletokyohs.org/.

https://www.littletokyohs.org/
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PEACE & HEALTH
to ALL in the New Year!

from your friends at the 
JACL DC Chapter

jacl-dc.org

Give a gift that 
tells an important
American story,
Our story.

Wishing
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By Hanako Wakatsuki-Chong,
Executive Director, Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon

August marked the 80th 
anniversary of the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima, 
a milestone that drew 

survivors, descendants and peace 
advocates from around the world to 
Japan’s Peace Memorial Ceremony 
on Aug. 6. I was among them, and my 
journey to Hiroshima carried profound 
personal significance ² a pilgrimage to 
honor family, reconnect with ancestral 
roots and facilitate an unexpected act 
of historical reconciliation.

The ceremony drew approximately 
55 ,000  a t tendees ,  inc lud ing 
representatives from 120 countries 
and territories. United Nation’s High 
Representative for Disarmament 
Affairs Izumi Nakamitsu delivered 
a message from Secretary-General 
António Guterres, paying tribute to 
the hibakusha ² the atomic bomb 
survivors ² whose voices have become 
a moral force for peace. 

The ceremony followed its traditional 
format: At exactly 8:15 a.m., the 
moment the bomb exploded 80 years 
ago, attendees observed a moment 
of silence while the Peace Bell rang. 
Hiroshima Mayor Kazumi Matsui 
warned of the dangers of rising global 
militarism, criticizing world leaders 
who argue that nuclear weapons are 
necessary for national security. 

With the number of surviving 
hibakusha now below 100,000 and 
their average age exceeding 86, this 
80th anniversary holds a particular 
poignancy as likely the last major 
milestone many will witness.
A PERSONAL CALLING

My journey began not with meticulous 
planning, but with something deeper. 
Last year, I experienced what can only 
be described as an ancestral calling 
² a profound yearning to return to 
Japan for this commemorative event. 
The pull was intensely personal: 
My grandfather’s cousin perished in 
the bombing eight decades ago, one 
of an estimated 140,000 who lost their 
lives by the end of 1945.

I felt compelled to be there. It was 
about honoring my ancestor and finally 
connecting with the land my family left 
behind so long ago.

That connection became literal when 
I stood on the shores of Hiroshima 
Bay, my feet touching the sand and 
water ² a symbolic reunion with my 
ancestral homeland after generations 
of separation.
AN HONORED GUEST OF THE 
SASAKI FAMILY

The experience took on even greater 
significance when I received an 
invitation to attend the Peace Memorial 
Ceremony as a guest of Masahiro 
Sasaki and his family. Sasaki is the 
older brother of Sadako Sasaki, whose 
story has become synonymous with 
Hiroshima’s message of peace. 

Sadako, who developed leukemia 
as a result of radiation exposure from 
the bombing, famously folded paper 
cranes during her illness, inspiring the 
international symbol of peace that now 
graces Hiroshima’s Children’s Peace 
Monument.

It was incredibly emotional and 
touching to be with the Sasaki family 
on this day to honor my ancestor 
alongside them and commemorate 
all who lost their lives on that fateful 
morning. Words cannot fully capture 
what it meant to share that space with 
a community I had never been a part 
of, yet felt completely welcomed. I felt 
loved and cared for. That’s what true 
community is supposed to be.
AN UNEXPECTED MISSION OF 
REPATRIATION

What began as a personal pilgrimage 
evolved to include an unexpected 
responsibility. Before departing 
Oregon, Andrea Agana, a supporter 
of our museum, introduced me to her 
friend, Dan Ball, an Oregonian who 
possessed a remarkable artifact with 
its own Hiroshima story.

The object ² a brass vessel believed 
to have served as an incense holder in 
a Buddhist temple ² had survived 
the atomic bombing 80 years ago. As 
a child, Ball’s father served as a judge 
advocate general, stationed in Tokyo. 
His family visited Hiroshima in 1950 
or 1951, where his mother asked his 
father to purchase this brass vessel. 

During that visit, a moment occurred 
that would shape young Ball’s 
understanding of war’s true cost. 
Speaking to a man by a ditch, the boy 
asked innocently, “Why are there so 
many dragonÀies"´ The man looked 
at him and replied, “Your bombs killed 

many birds. They are no 
longer able to control the insects.´

It was in that moment that Ball felt 
the bitter legacy of war and the use of 
the atomic bomb ² a realization of 
the destruction wrought not only upon 
humanity but also upon the environment 
itself. He never forgot, and he resolved 
that such devastation should never be 
repeated.

Ball had long wished to return the 
vessel to its homeland, and my journey 
provided the perfect opportunity. 
I had met Yoshifumi Ishida, director 
of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Museum, earlier this year in March 
as part of the Japanese American 
Leadership Delegation and was able 
to communicate Ball’s wish to donate 
the artifact to their museum, which they 
gladly accepted.

Being able to facilitate the repatriation 
of this object and fulfill Ball’s wishes 
made the trip even more meaningful for 
me. It felt like another piece of history 
coming full circle, another small act of 
healing across the decades.

I delivered the brass vessel to the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, 
where it now resides in its collection. It 
will serve as both artifact and testament 
² a silent witness to destruction 
that ultimately found its way home, 
carrying with it the story of a child’s 
awakening to war’s true cost and an 
adult’s commitment to remembrance 
and reconciliation.

FINDING MYSELF IN THE 
LAND OF MY ANCESTORS

This experience was nothing short of 
extraordinary. Standing in my ancestral 
homeland, surrounded by a community 
I had often felt disconnected from, 
something profound shifted within me. 
)or the first time in my life, I truly felt 
-apanese ² not as an abstract concept 
or a distant heritage, but as a lived 
reality, rooted in the soil of Hiroshima 
and embraced by my people.

The sense of belonging I experienced 
has transformed me. I know now that 
I will return to Japan to continue 
deepening this connection that has 
awakened in my soul. 

But beyond my own journey, I hope 
that my story inspires others to seek out 
their own ancestral homelands to walk 
the paths their families once walked and 
connect with their ancestors in whatever 
way feels meaningful to them. 

These connections ² to land, to 
community, to those who came before 
us ² have the power to heal, complete 
us and remind us of who we truly are. 
We are never as disconnected from our 
roots as we might believe; sometimes, 
we simply need to take that first 
step home.

Hanako Wakatsuki-Chong is execu-
tive director of the Japanese American 
Museum of Oregon. She is a booster 
of the Portland chapter of the JACL.

many birds. They are no INDING MYSELF IN THE 

This brass vessel survived 
the Hiroshima bombing. 
Inscriptions are the names 
of people who donated to 
create this vessel.
PHOTO: ANDREA AGANA

(From left) Dan Ball, Andrea Agana 
and Hanako Wakatsuki-Chong 
observe the vessel on July 23 at 
the Japanese American Museum 
of Oregon. Its next destination: 
returning to Hiroshima.
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN 
MUSEUM OF OREGON

Dan Ball hands over the 
vessel to JAMO Executive 
Director Hanako Wakatsuki-
Chong for her to take to the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Museum in Japan.

(From left) Natsuki Okita, 
Hanako Wakatsuki-Chong 
and Mari Shimomura 
following the transfer of 
the brass vessel to the 
stewardship of the 
Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum on 
Aug. 5
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF JAMO

Pictured (from left) are Ched Magaspar, Masahiro Sasaki, Sue DiCicco Smith, 
Sumiyuki Sasaki, Yuji Sasaki, Hanako Wakatsuki-Chong and Noël Southall 
at at tKH CKildrHQ’V PHaFH MHPorial oQ tKH ��tK aQQiYHrVar\ oI tKH EoPEiQJ 
of Hiroshima event at Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park on Aug. 6.
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RETURNING HOME: A JOURNEY OF 
REMEMBRANCE AND RECONCILIATION 
AT HIROSHIMA’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY



By Gil Asakawa,
P.C. Contributor

You’d be hard-pressed to 
find a -apanese chef that’s 
better-known in the West 
as Masaharu Morimoto. 

Sure, Rocky Aoki brought Benihana to 
New York City in 1964, but he wasn’t 
a chef, just a brilliant entrepreneur 
who wanted to introduce elements 
of Japanese food to America. And 
Nobu Matsuhisa became famous for 
his international chain of high-end 
restaurants combining Japanese with 
Peruvian cuisines. 

But Morimoto wins the celebrity 
sweepstakes hands-down because he 
has built his brand with a savvy mix 
of restaurants and TV appearances 
in the Food Network and streaming 
media age.

The 70-year-old Hiroshima-born chef 
came to the U.S. in the 1980s and 
eventually worked for Matsuhisa’s 
Àagship 1obu restaurant in 1ew <ork 
City. In 1998, Morimoto found his 
brand identity on the original Japanese 
version of ³Iron &hef,´ battling other 
chefs with creative, East-eats-West 
combinations of ingredients and 
presentations.

He became the most familiar Japanese 
face (except for part-Japanese and 
Filipino actor Mark Dacascos, who 
played the role of ³The &hairman´ in 
the long-running series) of “Iron Chef 
America´ when )ood 1etwork brought 
the cooking competition to American 
audiences in 2005.

Morimoto wielded his knives on 
³Iron &hef America´ until �01� but 
focused mainly on running restaurants, 
including his newest, which opened this 
year, MM by Morimoto in Montclair, 
N.J. But in 2023, he returned to the 
small screen to helm “Morimoto’s 
Sushi Master´ on the Roku streaming 
platform. 

The series has sushi chefs from across 
the U.S. competing to win Morimoto’s 
nod as the champion after tackling a 
series of challenges making all types of 
sushi. The series, led by Morimoto and 
hosted by Lyrica Okano and featuring 
judge Phillip Frankland Lee, completed 

Season 1 with champion Frances Tariga, 
who took home a $25,000 grand prize; 
Season 2 is now available to stream for 
free on the Roku Channel.

Morimoto spoke recently with 
Gil Asakawa for the Pacific Citizen
about his ever-growing global food 
empire, culinary career and what he 
thinks will be the ³next big food´ from 
Japan to make it big in the U.S.

7he Pacific Citizen� How do you feel 
about pronunciations? So many 
Japanese words are mispronounced 
by non-Japanese and personally, 
including some of the chefs competing 
on “Morimoto’s Sushi Master.”
Masaharu Morimoto: Pronunciation 
is something I do notice. It is true that 
Japanese sounds can be challenging for 
people who do not speak the language, 
and I truly appreciate the effort everyone 
makes to use the Japanese words when 
they talk about our food. For me, this 
is not about needing perfect Japanese 
speech. It is about showing respect for 
the food itself, for its long history, and 
for the culture where it comes from. 
When you try to say the name of a dish 
or an ingredient correctly, it helps you 
feel a stronger connection to it. It makes 
the experience of enjoying the food 
even deeper. So, I am always grateful 
for the effort people put into trying.

7he P�C�� You came to America 
pretty young in 1985, after having 
a restaurant in your hometown of 
Hiroshima. How did you come to 
develop your “fusion” vision for 
Japanese food in the U.S.?
Morimoto: When I came to America, 
it was a completely new environment 
for me. I first worked in traditional 
Japanese restaurants here. But I saw so 
many different ingredients available, 
some I missed from Japan, but also 
many wonderful things I had never 
used before. My idea of ³fusion´ 
didn’t start from a plan. It happened 
naturally. I wanted to use my Japanese 
cooking skills and spirit as the base 
because that is who I am, but also use 
the great ingredients and ideas I found 
here in America. It was just my way 
of cooking, growing and changing in 

a new place.

7he P�C�� You worked for a time at 
Nobu in NYC — you have seen the 
acceptance of Japanese cuisine in 
America. Are you surprised at how 
Nihonshoku has been accepted even 
in Middle America, not just in the 
major cities?
Morimoto: Working at Nobu in 
New York was a great experience. 
We saw how much people in a big 
American city loved Japanese food, 
especially sushi, and it’s been great 
seeing the appreciation continue to 
spread throughout America. It makes 
me very happy. It shows that people 
are open, curious and like trying new 
foods. It is wonderful to see Japanese 
cuisine become something that people 
enjoy in so many different parts of the 
country, not just in big cities.

7he P�C�� How do you feel about the 
fact that young people in the U.S. 
can today buy sushi in supermarkets 
across the country, not exactly the 
best quality but as a display of their 
sophistication?
Morimoto: The most important thing 
with sushi, especially for raw fish, is 
always the quality and safety. This is 
very important for your health. When 
you eat raw fish, I only recommend 
eating it if it is labeled ³sushi�grade,´ 
as it has been prepared under strict rules 
to control bacteria and parasites. If it 
does not have that label, eating it raw 
is risky. If you buy fish from the store, 
look for it to be firm and have a bright 
color. But even with that, you must 
still be very careful about eating it raw.

7he P�C�� How do you feel about the 
California Roll, which my mother 
calls “inchiki (fake) sushi”?
Morimoto: It is true, it is not a 
traditional Japanese sushi roll, but it 
is very important. For many, many 
people outside of Japan, the California 
Roll was the very first sushi they tried. 
It was easy to eat because it has no 
raw fish and has helped millions of 
people feel comfortable trying sushi. 
It helped make sushi popular around 
the world. It is not traditional, but I 
respect its role in opening the door 
for so many people and appreciate 
kanikama (imitation crab) for the role 
it played in my upbringing.

7he P�C�� You are the most familiar 
Japanese chef in the West, starting 
with your role in “Iron Chef.” 
Looking back on your career, are 
you surprised that you have become 
a worldwide celebrity, like a movie 
star of the culinary world?
Morimoto: Before the show, I was just 
a chef, focusing only on cooking good 
food in the kitchen. To be recognized 
all over the world is still surprising to 
me. I only wanted to be a better chef 
and share my passion for food. But if 
being known helps more people learn 
about Japanese food, about cooking, 
about enjoying meals, then I am happy 
for it. It gives me a bigger voice to talk 
about what I love. My work is still in 
the kitchen, but now many more people 
are watching.

7he P�C�� After sushi and ramen 
and maybe tonkatsu, what do you 
predict will be the next Japanese dish 
or ingredient to become popular in 
the West?
Morimoto: I think the next thing to 
become really popular in the West 
could be different kinds of donburi. 
There are many kinds, like oyakodon, 
katsudon, or gyudon. Donburi is a 
complete, satisfying meal, and it uses 
ingredients that many people already 
know and like, served in a comforting 
way. I think donburi bowls are easy 
for people to try and love, and there 
are so many types that people won’t 
get tired of them.

Season 2 of “Morimoto’s Sushi 
Master” is available to view 
for free on the Roku Channel 
streaming platform at httSs���
theUokuchanneO�Uoku�com�detaiOs�
c���������IcEd�a���cddIa��I���E��
morimotos-sushi-master.
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BUILDING A GLOBAL BRAND
Chef Masaharu Morimoto continues to build his food empire with 
a TV series and his ever-growing restaurants.

Eight new 
chefs are 
competing for 
the Season 
2 title on 
´MoriPoto’V 
Sushi 
Master.”
PHOTOS: COURTESY 
OF ROKU CHANNEL

Chef 
Masaharu 
Morimoto

´MoriPoto’V 
Sushi 
Master” 
features 
(from left) 
host Lyrica 
Okano, chef 
Masaharu 
Morimoto 
and judge 
Phillip 
Frankland 
Lee.

https://therokuchannel.roku.com/details/c362803410fcbd4a550cddfa99f908b3/morimotos-sushi-master
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/details/c362803410fcbd4a550cddfa99f908b3/morimotos-sushi-master
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/details/c362803410fcbd4a550cddfa99f908b3/morimotos-sushi-master
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/details/c362803410fcbd4a550cddfa99f908b3/morimotos-sushi-master
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Ventura County

 2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The Ventura County chapter of JACL grants annual local scholarships to exceptional high school seniors
to continue raising awareness in our community about Japanese American history and civil rights. 
We strongly believe in encouraging and equipping the younger generation to be advocates in their
undergraduate careers and beyond. Please join us in celebrating our 2025 Ventura County Scholars!

A special thank you to the  families of our memorial scholarships.  
If you are interested in creating a scholarship or learning more, please email venturacountyjacl@gmail.com 

Abigail Inouye

Yoshiro “Yosh” Katsura
Memorial Scholarship

Aiko Bailey

Toshiko Higa & Sadako
Okinawa Scholarship

Alexa Koniares

Hitoshi “Harry” Kajihara
Memorial Scholarship

Ceora Tan
Dr. Tom Taketa

Memorial Scholarship

Noa Nakagawa

Jennie & Pat Taketa
Memorial Scholarship

20
25

 JA

CL National Scholarship Awardee!

�io ^esa Aigh School Ǳ 
�iochemistry @ �CS�

_ewbury Park Aigh School Ǳ
Architecture @ Cal Poly SLh

Westlake Aigh School Ǳ 
Political Science @ �C �erkeley

Westlake Aigh School Ǳ
�iopsychology @ �CS�

Westlake Aigh School Ǳ
Tinesiology @ S S�

Gemma Woodcock
2025 VCJACL
Scholarship

Ventura Aigh School Ǳ 
�erklee College of ^usic

Jacob McDonough
2025 VCJACL
Scholarship

Camarillo Aigh School Ǳ 
^echanical &ngineering @

^oorpark College

Lisseth Solano
2025 VCJACL
Scholarship

Channel Islands Aigh School Ǳ 
&nvironmental Science @ hxnard College

Mary Galbreath
VCJACL 

Service Award
hxnard ^iddle College 

Aigh School Ǳ Cal Poly Pomona

Venice-WLA

Pocatello-Blackfoot

Puyallup Valley
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FROM
DETROIT CHAPTER JACL

 Mary Kamidoi 
Soh Suzuki & Dessa     
      Mika Kennedy 

Ann O'Neill
    Terry & Holly Fujishige  

Irenita Shimoura -  Andria, Celeste & Caitlin
    Bill Kubota & Sharon MacDonell    Bill Kubota & Sharon MacDonell

    Mark Peters & Nancy Sugimoto - Daniel, Matthew & Adam
    Don & Marilyn Schlief

SEASONS GREETINGS
and

BEST WISHES FOR
2026

Detroit Fresno
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Pearl Harbor  
+a` 9eÅection
By Matthew Marumoto, 
JACL Daniel K. Inouye  
Policy Fellow

Eighty-four years ago, the 
world changed forever 
when the Empire of Japan 
attacked Pearl Harbor. The 

Japanese American community was 
profoundly affected, having their 
lives turned upside down. 

Following the attack, the Alien 
Enemies Act of 1798 was invoked, 
leading to the internment of over 
31,000 Japanese, German, Italian and 
Japanese Latin Americans. 

T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  
Executive Order 9066, which led to  
the wider incarceration of over  
125,000 Japanese Americans. The  
consequences of the internment and  
incarceration during World War II are 
still being felt to this day and are still  
not entirely known. 

Just this year, the Alien Enemies 
Act was invoked for the fourth 
time, marNiQJ the ¿rst such iQYo-
cation outside wartime and serving 
as a sweeping and legally dubious  
deportation authority. 

Alongside the 2025 invocation, 
we are seeing things that are akin 
to what our community saw in the 

past. Large-scale raids from federal 
police are disappearing members of 
immigrant communities, and former 
internment sites, such as Fort Bliss 
in West Texas, are being reopened to 
coQ¿Qe miJraQts�

In October, I had the great honor of 
leading a lecture on the history of the 
Alien Enemies Act, followed by an 
advocacy training with the support 
of JACL National and the JACL 
Salt Lake City chapter. This event is 
part of the JACL’s broader efforts to 
educate the public about the impact 
the AEA had on our community and 
how to push back against its illegal 
invocation in 2025.

As we wait for the case W.M.M. v. 
Trump, the primary challenge to the 
invocation of the AEA, to return to 
the Supreme Court, we are continuing 
to educate our community and push 
for the passage of the Neighbors Not 
Enemies Act on Capitol Hill. 

Now more than ever, the Japanese 
American community can make a 
substantial impact by making our 
voices heard. Our community  
possesses a unique and important 
voice in calling for the United States 
to stop repeating the most shameful 
parts of our history. 

Call your legislators, educate 
your friends and family and spread 
the word — no action is too small.  
Together, we can ensure that we keep 
the promise of “Never Again.”
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REFLECTIONS  |  5eÀections on PearO HarEor 
and the $IterPath oI the $Oien EnePies $ct

-roT 0ssei to 
.osei� Pearl 
Harbor Day 
9eÅection
By .atie 0asano HiOO, 
JACL Norman Y. Mineta 
Policy Fellow

Ibegan my journey as the Norman 
Y. Mineta Fellow with JACL at 
the end of January, unaware that
history would soon echo into

the present. 
Less than two months into my 

fellowship, the Alien Enemies Act, 
a law used to justify the detention of 
Japanese immigrants immediately 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and 
during World War II, was invoked. 

This law, which allowed the gov-
ernment to arrest, detain and imprison 
people based solely on their nation-
ality, resulted in the incarceration of 
thousands of Issei under suspicion, 
even though not a single person was 
ever found to be a traitor. 

On the 84th anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor, we must seize this moment to 
honor their resilience and remember 
the hardships the Issei faced. These 
experiences resonate today as we con-
front ongoing immigration injustices, 
including the reopening of Fort Bliss 
as the largest ICE detention center in 
the United States, reminding us of the 
dangerous continuity of xenophobia 
and systemic racism.

While working to repeal the AEA, 
I discovered that I am a descendant 
of those affected by it. I had always 
thought my family’s story was limited 
to Tule Lake and Heart Mountain, but 
it reaches far beyond, spanning Fort 
Missoula, Santa Fe, Lordsburg, Topaz 
and Fort Bliss, where my relative, 
Kahei Sam Morikawa, was interned. 

Kahei’s story, like many others, 
is essential for understanding the 
harm aQd loQJ�term rami¿catioQs of 
the AEA. Through my fellowship, 
not only have I learned about my 
own history, but I have also helped 
share these stories and honor them 
in person. 

I attended the JACL National  
Convention in Albuquerque, 
where the AEA Stories project was  
featured, traveled to Santa Fe to 
visit the historical marker alongside 
fellow descendants and joined a re-
membrance and incense ceremony 
at the site in Lordsburg where two 
Issei were killed.

The work continues. Through 
the AEA Stories Project and efforts 
to expand the descendant amicus 
brief, we honor these histories while  
confronting present injustices. 

$s you read this reflectioQ, I Zill 
be in Japan on the Kakehashi Proj-
ect, a journey that brings the story 
full circle. From the Issei who were 
forcibly interned because of their 
heritage, to the picture bride Masano 
I am named after, to me as a Gosei, 
the effects of the AEA continue to 
echo across generations. 

In the wake of the Pearl Harbor 
anniversary, I am reminded that the 
Issei endured unimaginable hardship 
for the sake of their children, kodomo 
no tame ni. This journey, too, is part 
of that legacy: a continuation of their 
hope that future generations might 
live with dignity, remembrance and 
justice.
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Katie Masano Hill and Mollie Pressler of 
Camp Lordsburg at the Lordsburg Museum
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Happy Holidays!
Reiko Yamashita Nabeta

El Cerrito, CA

In Loving Memory 
of

Steven & Charlotte
Doi

of San Francisco, CA
   

Sharon, Sandra, Sharon, Sandra, 
Nicholas,

Charlotte, Lia
and Samantha

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
from

Gerry, Joy,
Doug & Wendy

SEKIMURA

1570 Posen Avenue
Berkeley,  CA  94706
510-703-7295
510-428-2491

Vera & Eric
Kawamura

Best Wishes
Kenji & Nancy

TOGAMI
Berkeley, CA 94706

Season’s Greetings

Matthew, Nancy & Lauren
Fujikawa

Berkeley

Happy Holidays!

Jessica & Joe Takano

In Memory of Lou Minamoto, beloved Auntie 
and Friend, whose father put first nails into 

the Oakland Buddhist Temple. A proud 
member of the JACL for over 60 years.

Happy Holidays from the Morenos
Steven, Meridith, Soleia, Esai and Noemi
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By George Toshio Johnston,
P.C. Senior Editor

In recent weeks, the president of the United States 
was reported to have stated that he was strongly in 
favor of “reverse migration,” wanted to “perma-

nently pause migration” from poorer nations and end 
³federal benefits and subsidies for those who are not 
U.S. citizens,” as well as “denaturalize people ‘who 
undermine domestic tranquility.’” He also vowed to 
“deport foreign nationals deemed ‘noncompatible 
with Western Civilization.’” 

This was followed by more invective, with the 
president writing on social media that he would send 
Somalis in America “back to where they came from.”

For context, the president made those pronounce-
ments after an Afghan immigrant, here legally, traveled 
cross-country to New York City and shot at National 
Guard troops deployed by the White House, killing 
one and severely wounding another. 

The president’s remarks about America’s Somali 
community, meantime, came after news of a large-
scale grift in Minnesota — home to 84,000* people 
of Somali descent in the Twin Cities — in which 
many of the defendants charged with defrauding the 
government of Covid-19 relief funds meant to feed 
children were of U.S. citizens of Somali ancestry.

History tells us, of course, that Americans who share 
the president’s sentiments about fellow Americans 
who are not of the white Anglo Saxon Protestant 
or Northern European persuasion is almost as old 
as — maybe older than — the republic itself. 

What is seemingly different in 2025, what is shock-
ing and surprising, is that the nation’s command-
er-in-chief would and could make those statements 
so openly, so directly and so shamelessly.

YYY

For Hiroshi Motomura, a professor at the UCLA 
School of Law, where he teaches immigration law, 
immigrants’ rights and the Immigrant’s Rights Policy 
Clinic, though he might be shocked at the blatant 
nature of the president’s recent statements, it would 
be a pretty safe bet that he was not all that surprised 
at what was said. “Everything that Trump is doing 
is from a certain playbook, and that playbook has 
been around for a while,´ he told the 3acific &itizen. 

As the author of 2025’s “Borders and Belonging: 
Toward a Fair Immigration Policy,” it would also be 
a pretty safe bet that Motomura knows of what he 
speaks, with “Borders” as his third book on immigra-

tion law and policy. +is first was �00�’s ³Americans 
in Waiting: The Lost Story of Immigration and Cit-
izenship in the United States,” and his second was 
2014’s “Immigration Outside the Law.” (All three 
are published by the Oxford University Press.)

But his award-winning books — “Americans in 
Waiting” won the Association of American Publish-
ers Professional and Scholarly Publishing Award 
as that year’s best book in Law and Legal Studies, 
and “Immigration Outside the Law” won the same 
award for that year, along with it being chosen as 
the Association of College and Research Libraries’ 
Choice Outstanding Academic Title — are just part 
of Motomura’s bona fides. 

Prior to joining UCLA School of Law’s permanent 
faculty in 2008 as the Susan Westerberg Prager 
Distinguished Professor of Law and serving as the 
faculty co-director of the Center for Immigration Law 
and Policy, Motomura was the Kenan Distinguished 
Professor of Law at the University of North Caro-
lina, Chapel Hill. He was also the Nicholas Doman 
Professor of International Law at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder. Also at CU Boulder, he was named 
the President’s Teaching Scholar, the university’s 
highest teaching distinction. 

His other accolades: being named the Distinguished 
Teaching Award for Post-Baccalaureate Instruction 
at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
and receiving the 2013 Chris Kando Iijima Teacher 
and Mentor Award from the Conference of Asian 
3acific American /aw )aculty. In �01�, he received 
the UCLA Distinguished Teaching Award and in 
2021, the UCLA School of Law’s Rutter Award for 
Teaching Excellence.

As a visiting professor, Motomura has taught 
at Japan’s Hokkaido University, the University of 
Michigan Law School and was a guest researcher 
at the Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin.

The preceding is all the more impressive considering 
that early in his life, Motomura was for a time legally 
stateless. Perhaps that explains what motivated him to 
become the expert’s expert on U.S. immigration law.

YYY

Unlike his brother, younger by six and a half years 
and born on U.S. soil, and therefore an American 
citizen from Day 1 of his life, Hiroshi Motomura’s 
journey to becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen was 
more convoluted and circuitous — and far different 
from his fellow Japanese Americans with whom he 
grew up in San Francisco.
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Law Professor Hiroshi Motomura’s third book on the subject 
arrives amid targeting of 14th Amendment, immigrant bashing.

Expert Re-Revisits Immigration
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The cover of his third book, “Borders and 
Belonging,” tells the beginning of that journey. 
Taken in 1957, it’s a photo that shows an overcoat-
and-bow-tie-clad lad with a bowl-head haircut looking 
into the camera in the foreground with his mom in 
natty yǀIXNX (Western garb) and a traditionally garbed 
relative in the background.

That boy is Motomura, about to board the USS 
President Wilson at the Port of Yokohama, ready 
leave Japan with his mother for America, where his 
father had been born in 1925 in San Francisco. The 
cover’s design fittingly includes rectangular red, 
white and blue striping that is recognizable to any-
one who remembers aerograms, a now-discontinued 
postage-paid air mail letter that could be written on, 
folded over and put into the mail. For those in his 
parent’s generation, the aerogram was the quickest 
and cheapest way to communicate between the 
U.S. and Japan.

That Motomura’s father had been born in the U.S. 
to Japanese parents, the husband of which worked 
for the Yokohama Specie Bank, was a key factor to 
how, more than 30 years later, he, his wife and young 
son would be able to emigrate from Japan at a time 
before the immigration reforms of the mid�1��0s, 
when the quota for Japanese wishing to move here 
was less than 105 annually.

Although Motomura’s father was drafted into the 
Japanese army during World War II as a young man, 
fortunately for him he never experienced combat and 
postwar found employment as a houseboy on a U.S. 
military base during the Occupation.

Motomura’s mother, meantime, was from Yokoha-
ma; his parents met and married in the early 1950s 
and at some point decided to leave a war-devastated 
Japan for America. But there were complications to 
effectuating that plan. Despite his father having U.S. 
citizenship (thanks to the 14th Amendment and the 
Wong Kim Ark case), he had not been to America 
since 1930, when his family returned to Japan, and 
he spoke English as a second language.

So, as Motomura put it, the question became how, 
if you were Japanese and wanted to come to United 
States, would you do it when the quota for Japanese 
in any given year was such a miniscule number? 
Here, it gets a bit fuzzy, even for a professor steeped 
in immigration law and history.

YYY

“It was an issue, whether his being drafted in the 
Japanese army was in effect, expatriating and would 
cause him to lose his American citizenship,” said 
Motomura, who added that fact might have scotched 
his father’s plans to “emigrate”/return to the U.S.

“He never told me about the details of this, but there 
were other people in his situation,” Motomura said. 
There was an attorney, whose identity Motomura 



does not know, who found that someone who had 
been drafted into the Japanese army but had never 
saw combat would be able to retain and confirm his 
U.S. citizenship. “I have inferred, although I’ve never 
seen this in writing, the cost of doing that was for him 
to make it clear that he was not a Japanese citizen.”

When Motomura’s father was cleared to return to 
the U.S. as a citizen, he entered a hotel-and-restaurant 
program at City College of San Francisco and became 
a cook, getting work at various hotels, including 
the city’s Plaza Hotel, and started saving money to 
bring his wife and son to America. At the beginning 
of this three-yearlong process, Motomura’s mother 
was pregnant with him, and he spent his first years 
in Japan. 

This was, Motomura noted, when U.S. citizens could 
bring their spouses and children stateside outside the 
quota that restricted Asian immigration at that time. 

And where did that leave young Hiroshi Motomura? 
He was born in Japan when his father was overseas 
at a time when Japanese citizenship was passed 
only through the father’s bloodline. So, he did not 
receive Japanese citizenship through his mother. 
As for getting U.S. citizenship through his father, 
that wasn’t possible either. 

“The reason is that United States citizenship passes 
to a child born outside the United States from a U.S. 
citizen parent only if that U.S. citizen parent lives 
the United States for certain number of years, some 
of which have to be after the age of 14,” Motomura 
said, noting that because his father left the country 
at age 5, that did not apply.

“The particular combination of facts here meant 
that I was stateless,” Motomura said. “I had no 
citizenship, which is also unusual.” (He did, however, 
have a green card.) So, when his family and he went 
to visit his grandparents in 1��� at age 1��1��, that 
meant he had to use a permit to enter the country, 
which is a travel document substitute, not a passport. 
“I couldn’t get a passport,” Motomura said. That 
would happen later, after becoming a naturalized 
U.S. citizen.

“The way I was able to naturalize is there’s a pro-
vision that allows a naturalization application to be 
filed by my father on behalf of the child for whom he 
did not fulfill the residency reTuirements at the time 
of the child’s birth. That was the situation.” After his 
father fulfilled the residency reTuirement, Motomura 
said his father “applied for my naturalization, and 
that’s how I got naturalized” when he was 15.

“I grew up in a community that had a lot of Japa-
nese American kids, but their parents had been in the 
camps. They were classic Nisei. One consequence 
of this is my mother, and my father to some extent, 
but especially my mother, found herself not part of 
that community,” Motomura recalled. “I don’t think 
they treated her badly, but she would come back and 
say, ‘You know, I went to a JACL meeting, but those 
people, they speak funny Japanese,’ or ‘They don’t 
speak Japanese.’”
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Back to shock and surprise, it turns out that though 
Motomura may not have been surprised by the con-
tent of what has come out of the president’s mouth 
and from his social media postings when reacting to 
current events, he said what was surprising to him 
was “the vehemence, the perverse enthusiasm that 
the administration seems to come up with, ever more 
extreme things.” 

Immigration — or illegal immigration — was, 
of course, one of the issues that candidate Donald 
Trump ran on that helped with getting him re-elected. 
Since his inauguration, that “perverse enthusiasm” 
would infamously include riot-inducing raids by 
mask-wearing federal agents that were supposed 
to target criminals but ended up dragnetting non-
criminals, legal residents and U.S. citizens alike; 
stationing National Guard troops and even Ma-
rines within American cities; illegal deportations; 

transporting arrestees to prisons beyond U.S. borders; 
and attempts to circumvent the clear, plain wording 
of the Constitution’s 14th Amendment regarding 
birthright citizenship.

Although none of that had yet happened when 
Motomura turned in the final manuscript for ³Borders 
and Belonging,” since it was before the outcome of 
the November 2024 general election, he nevertheless 
said he “knew what some of the issues would be.” 

“Because the book was written before what’s 
happened since Jan. 20, I couldn’t address them 
in a way I can now address them more now. I can 
address them more directly because I can say, ‘Well, 
you know, this is what’s happening, and here’s how 
I look at it based on what I wrote in ‘Borders and 
Belonging,’” he said.

One of Trump’s first official acts after taking 
office on -an. �0 was his issuance of (xecutive 2rder 
1�1�0, aka ³3rotecting the Meaning and 9alue of 
American Citizenship” (WiQyXUO�cRP�ec3e���U�� It is 
a challenge to the legal concept of MXs sROi, Latin for 
“right of the soil,” which, under the 14th Amendment, 
confers anyone born on U.S. soil or under U.S. legal 
jurisdiction U.S. citizenship. 

One of the fundamental, foundational legal cases 
that undergirds the application of the 14th Amendment 
also happens to be in the Trump administration’s 
crosshairs for challenge and reinterpretation. That 
case is the heretofore settled law of the 1898 Supreme 
Court case 8QiWeG 6WaWes Y� :RQJ .iP $UN. 
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So it was that Motomura found himself with other 
Asian American legal experts on an April 1� panel 
titled “Advancing Equality: United States v. Wong 
Kim Ark,” sponsored by the Chinese American 
Museum.

Held at the Historic Pico House in L.A. Chinatown, 
on the panel with Motomura were Dr. Linda Trinh 
9o, professor emeritus at the 8niversity of &alifornia, 
Irvine; Connie Chung Jo, CEO of Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice Southern California; and Helen 
Zia, who was also the event’s keynote speaker. The 
special guest for the event: Norman Wong, none 
other than the great-grandson of Wong Kim Ark. 

Norman Wong also has a direct connection to an-
other historical incident with legal consequences to 
Asians who came to America. Referring to how his 
great-grandfather had “endured jail time for citizen-
ship challenges,” he mentioned how another relative 
of his had also been incarcerated for her ancestry.

“My mother also endured similar treatment. She, 
like my great-grandfather, was born in the USA. In 
1942, she was forced, with her family and thousands 
of other Japanese Americans, to relocation camps, 
an experience that her family of 11 kept unspoken.”

For Motomura, Wong’s attendance was a fascinat-
ing continuity from the past to the present. “I had no 
idea that Norman Wong was around. It’s just really 
interesting to hear it from his perspective,” he said. 
“And, of course, he sees that case as central now in 
terms of birthright citizenship.”

On the topic of citizenship, Motomura said the 
following� ³The real significance of :ong .im Ark 
is partly in the register of understanding that this is 
an important landmark in the fight against racial 
discrimination in this nation’s history. But the other 
thing it does is it says there’s actually two ways you 
can think about citizenship.

“One is kind of the diploma version, the ‘If you’ve 
shown you’re an American, we’re going to give you 
diploma, we’re going to give you a merit badge’ 
and say, ‘OK, you’re a citizen.’ I think that’s how 
governments think about that now. That’s the reason 
why it’s hard to get naturalized in a lot of situations.

³I actually find that version of citizenship, in some 
respects, very troubling because what Wong Kim 
Ark did, that decision said, is, ‘No, we’re not going 
to just look at what you’ve done, but we’re going to 
look at the future of the country, and the last thing 

we want is a group of people who are living here but 
without full rights, at least without full formal rights.’ 

“What Wong Kim Ark stands for is the idea that 
it’s not just the merit badge that you get for your past 
life. It’s also the way you make the nation stronger in 
the next generation, and it’s a way you avoid having 
a generation of people who live here that don’t really 
have full legal rights.

“And so when we think about a lot of these cit-
izenship rules, so much of the restrictions we’re 
seeing now are from the perspective of, ‘You don’t 
deserve it’ as opposed to the perspective of ‘What 
are the rules are going to make this country stronger 
and be more inclusive?’ And one of the best ways 
you can make a country more inclusive is to give 
people citizenship.

“What matters is not for the parents’ generation, 
but for the children. The fact that my father was a 
citizen was one of the ways that I felt like I belonged. 
. . . So, I think that a lot of the value of Wong Kim 
Ark in fighting the racial discrimination is to look 
ahead and not look behind.”

YYY

As noted, one of the first official acts taken on 
Jan. 20 by the newly inaugurated president was to 
issue (2 1�1�0, which was almost immediately 
challenged. As an executive order and not a consti-
tutional amendment, such a challenge was inevitable.

Speaking at the aforementioned April 1� panel, 
/inda Trinh 9o explained what was in the executive 
order. “The current administration declared: ‘Children 
born in the United States will not be automatically 
entitled to citizenship if their parents are in this 
country illegally or temporarily,’” she said, noting 
that the EO was blocked by a federal court.

Also expected was that the Justice Department 
would appeal the ruling and that the issue would 
eventually wind its way to the Supreme Court to 
rule on the executive order’s legality. On Dec. 5, 
that happened when the high court announced it 
would decide whether the president had the legal 
authority, via executive order, to put restrictions on 
a constitutional amendment that addresses birthright 
citizenship. Published reports foresee justices issuing 
their ruling by the end of June.

Noting that he got himself “out of business of 
predicting what the courts will do,” Motomura at 
the panel nevertheless said, after noting the Supreme 
Court’s rightward turn over the last 10 years, “I can 
tell you a normal court — a normal Supreme Court 
even — would say, ‘This is ridiculous,’ but you 
know, to be honest, I’m just not sure what’s going 
to happen, although I have more confidence that this 
will be struck down than many other things that the 
administration is trying to do.”

Another topic that Motomura is unsure about 
is whether he will be writing a fourth book about 
immigration. ³I’m definitely of retirement age,´ he 
said. “On the other hand, I continue to work and 
have ideas. So, it’s hard to say. I do think that maybe 
the more substantive answer to your question is that 
each of these books responds to something I felt I left 
out of the prior book. Some of the answers to your 
question depends on how things evolve, in terms of 
how I assess this ‘Borders and Belonging’ book and 
what’s left out of it.”

Perhaps the answer to that question will be prompt-
ed by how the Supreme &ourt rules on (2 1�1�0 
in mid��0��. Regardless, it’s safe to say that the 
balanced, measured and nuanced perspectives that 
Motomura has provided on the issue of immigration 
will continue to be needed as America deals with new 
challenges on immigration that will inevitably arise 
from geopolitics, demographics and even the climate.

To view a video of Professor Hiroshi Motomura, 
visit tinyurl.com/ysm6kscr.


$SSUR[iPaWeOy 2�0,000 SeRSOe ZiWK 6RPaOi RUiJiQs OiYe iQ 
WKe 8QiWeG 6WaWes�
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By Judd Matsunaga, Esq.

Anti-Japanese sentiment against 
Japanese American citizens in 
the U.S. would peak during 
World War II, after the surprise 

attack on Pearl Harbor. An example of this 
was the so-called “Jap hunting license,” a 
fau[ of¿cial documeQt, EuttoQ or medallioQ 
that purported to authorize “open season” 
on “hunting” the Japanese, despite the fact 
that over a quarter-million Americans at 
that time were of Japanese origin. These 
“licenses” often characterized Japanese 
people as subhuman (Boggs, Jeremy. Open 
Season. 06 Mar. 2004. 15 Oct. 2007).

In 1942, with the Japanese incarcerated 
in 10 American concentration camps, Cal-
ifornia Attorney General Earl Warren saw 
his chance and approved the state takeover 
of 20 parcels of land held in the name of 
American children of Japanese parents, 
in absentia. In 1943, Gov. Warren signed 
a bill that expanded the Alien Land Law 
by denying Japanese the opportunity to 
farm as they had before WWII. In 1945, 
he followed up by signing two bills that 
facilitated the seizure of land owned by 
American descendants of the Japanese.

In a Dec. 19, 1944, opinion poll, it was 
found that 13 percent of the U.S. public was 
in favor of the extermination of all Japanese, 
as well as 50 percent of American GIs. U.S. 
professor of Japanese History, John Dower, 
suggests the racial hatred of the front-lines 

in the war rubbed off onto the American 
public through media representation of 
Japanese and propaganda (Feraru, A. N. 
(1950), “Public Opinion Polls on Japan” 
Far Eastern Survey, 19(10), 101–103). 

Dower, in his essay about the Second 
World War, introduces his “War Hates 
and War Crimes” by quoting American 
Historian Allan Nevins that “no foe has 
been so detested as were the Japanese.” 
Dower highlights how the Japanese were 
more despised than the Germans by the 
American public, and he claims that it was 
a result of racial hatred.  

There’s a well-known Japanese saying, 
“The nail that sticks out gets hammered 
down.” Meaning, don’t rock the boat or 
make waves, or you will pay a price. Not 
surprisingly, Japanese Americans had to 
lay low and avoid drawing attention, even 
if that meant getting “stepped on.” 

After the war, Hollywood, i.e., the mov-
ies and media, would stereotype Japanese 
men as physically unattractive, sexless, 
nerdy and lacking social skills. In contrast, 
Hollywood perceived Japanese woman 
as highly desirable, e.g., exceptionally 
feminine and delicate. In the 1960s, James 
Yoshio Yoda played “Fuji,” a prisoner 
of war in the sitcom “McHale’s Navy” 
(1962). In the ’70s, Pat Morita, a Japanese 
American actor and comedian, played 
Arnold Takahashi on “Happy Days.”

Major movie and TV roles of Asian men 
were given to non-Asian actors. In the 
1940s, Swedish American actor Warner 

2laQd Zas the ¿rst actor to portray &harlie 
Chan. David Carradine was cast in the 1972 
TV series “Kung Fu.” Although Bruce Lee 
originated the concept and was considered 
for the role, his audition was rejected.

Fast forward to more recent times. Since 
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (i.e., “Re-
dress”�, a siJQi¿caQt eYolutioQary chaQJe 
has occurred in the self-perception and 
collective identity of Japanese Americans. 
The Sansei, their parents, grandparents and 
children are changing the way they look at 
themselves and their pattern of accommoda-
tion to the non-Japanese majority. Redress 
and the subsequent educational campaigns 
have facilitated a community-wide healing 
process that continues today.   

The younger generations (Sansei, Yon-
sei, Gosei) are changing the way they look 
at themselves as individuals of Japanese 
descent in their respective nations. A real 
Hollywood change in the portrayal of 
Japanese men came when Morita earned 
an Academy Award nomination for Best 
Supporting Actor for his portrayal of Mr. 
0iyaJi iQ the ���� ¿lm “The .arate .id�”

In the sports world, baseball has changed 
the way the American mainstream views 
the Japanese male. On May 2, 1995, Hideo 
Nomo made his MLB debut with the Los 
$QJeles 'odJers aQd Eecame the ¿rst 
Japanese-born player in Major League 
Baseball. Nomo’s success created a path 
for subsequent Japanese players.  

As of the 2025 season, the Dodgers have 
three Japanese players: Shohei Ohtani, 

Yoshinobu Yamamoto and Roki Sasaki. 
They haYe all played a siJQi¿caQt role iQ 
the Dodgers’ success, including consec-
utive World Series titles in 2024 and ’25. 

On Dec. 11, 2023, Ohtani signed a 10-
year, $700 million contract with the Dodg-
ers, the largest contract in professional 
sports history at the time. Ohtani also is 
the ¿rst player iQ 0aMor /eaJue history to 
win multiple MVPs in both leagues and 
only the second player to win four MVP 
Awards after Barry Bonds. TV commen-
tators would call him the best player in 
baseball history!!!

But it was his teammate, Yamamoto, that 
made the biggest impression on me. Yama-
moto received a standing ovation after the 
Dodgers’ World Series win in November 
and was named the MVP, recording three 
wins in the series and a 1.02 ERA. It was 
as if America, i.e., “Voices of the People,” 
were saying that the time has come when 
the dream of the Japanese American Nisei 
WWII soldiers is coming true — Japanese 
Americans are good Americans.

Judd Matsunaga is the founding attor-
ney of Elder Law Services of California, 
a OaZ firP that sSeciaOizes in 0edi-CaO 
Planning, Estate Planning and Probate. 
He can be contacted at (310) 348-2995 or. 
7he oSinions exSressed in this articOe are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily 
reÀect the vieZ oI the Pacific Citizen or 
constitute OegaO or tax advice and shouOd 
not be treated as such.

By Gil Asakawa

I really love the new movie “Rental 
Family,” which stars Brendan Fraser 
as a fading ex-pat American actor 
who gets a gig in Tokyo working 

for a “rental family” agency. Most Amer-
icans aren’t familiar with the burgeoning 
Japanese industry, which provides actors 
who take on roles for clients, usually as 
family members but also as friends or, say, 
journalists pretending to be on assignment. 

“Rental Family” is, as advertised in 
many reviews, “heartwarming.” It’s a 
perfect holiday season feel-good movie, 

and Fraser is nothing if not amazing at 
selling the role of the “token white guy,” 
as the owner of the rental family agency, 
Shinji, played by Takehiro Hira, tells him 
ZheQ he is hired for his ¿rst JiJ� playiQJ 
a “sad American” attending a funeral. 

Fraser has the perfect doleful eyes to 
be a gaijin (foreigner) standing head-
and-shoulders taller yet lost amidst the 
dense population of Tokyoites as he dons 
demeaning mascot costumes or runs to 
auditions for roles that he doesn’t get. 

So, he is confused when Shinji explains 
after the hilarious funeral scene – Fraser’s 
character, Phillip Vanderploeg, is part of a 
group of mourners all hired by the client, 
who is in his open casket and wanted to 
know how it would feel like to attend his 
own funeral – that the agency doesn’t 
just provide people for clients, it provides 
emotions. 

ThouJh Phillip is hesitaQt at ¿rst, he 
takes on assignments: being a friend who 
visits a young man who is a hikkikomori 
— a person who self-isolates, a common 
mental illness in Japanese society that 
afflicts all aJes ² aQd aQ elderly famous 
actor suffering from dementia, who Phillip 
visits, pretending to be a journalist who is 
on assignment to interview the star. 

$Qd at the heart of the ¿lm, Phillip taNes 
on the role of a father to a young mixed-
race girl named Mia, played by Shannon 
Mahina Gorman, whose single mother 

QoZ Qeeds a father ¿Jure 
present for the girl so that 
she can apply to attend an 
exclusive private school. 

Yes, Japanese society 
has cultural hangups about 
many things, including single-parent  
families. 

For Japanese Americans (and Asian 
Americans) such cultural values that re-
quire the help of a rental family agency 
probably makes sense even though such 
businesses don’t really exist here in the 
U.S. We don’t discuss difficult issues 
such as mental health and loneliness. 
Dementia is common, yet we wait until 
we have to deal with the illness because 
the symptoms can’t be ignored or hidden 
away any longer. 

There are many touching scenes in the 
movie (and lots of funny ones, too), so 
viewers should have tissues on hand. 
The interplay between Fraser and Akira 
Emoto as Kikuo Hasegawa, the aging 
movie star, are poignant, and Gorman as 
Mia is especially powerful as their rela-
tionship develops. She’s angry at him at 
¿rst Eecause she thiQNs he’s the father Zho 
abandoned her, but then she learns to trust 
and accept him, to the dismay of her mom. 
Gorman deserves special commendation 
for her performance, since this was the 
¿rst time she has eYer acted�

All of the emotional and social threads 

that run through and weave this movie 
together will be familiar to JAs because 
of our family values. Hikari, the director 
aQd co�Zriter of the ¿lm, uQderstaQds 
Japanese and American values: She was 
born and raised in Japan but came to 
Utah as a high school exchange student 
and stayed in the U.S. to study and work 
iQ the ¿lm iQdustry� She directed three 
episodes of 1etfli[’s poZerful $$1HPI 
series “Beef,” about unexpressed Asian 
values of anger and regret.

We’ve all struggled with the emotional 
constipation, family pressures and social 
rules and norms that our community’s 
conscribed by. So, in a very real sense, 
“Rental Family” expresses very much the 
theme of “Voices of the People” — our 
voices as Japanese Americans — as well 
as our roots as Japanese. 

See this movie, and let me know if you 
agree. Happy Holidays to all and be proud 
to share your voices with the world!

Gil Asakawa is the author of “Tabe-
Pasho� /et¶s Eat� 7he 7asty History 
oI -aSanese )ood in $Perica�´ He is
currentOy the interiP Eoard chair oI the
Pacific Citizen EditoriaO Board�
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NIKKEI VOICE 
Does ‘Rental Family’ Represent the 
Voices of Japanese Americans?
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Gorman and 
Brendan 
Fraser star 
in “Rental 
Family.”
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A JACLer traces the path of his ‘enemy alien’ grandfather.
By Dan Mayeda

Like many other Nisei, my dad, Ray 
Mayeda, was somewhat reluctant to talk 
much about his incarceration experience 
in one of the Poston, Ariz., camps. But 

especially after he receiYed aQ of¿cial apoloJy 
from the JoYerQmeQt as part of the redress cam-
paiJQ, 5ay 0ayeda EeJaQ to share aQd Yoice a Eit 
more aEout his father �my JraQdfather�, .uQitomo 
Mayeda.

.uQitomo came to $merica iQ ���� as a ���year�
old teeQ� ImaJiQe the couraJe it must haYe taNeQ at 
that aJe to traYel to a far�aZay couQtry Zhere you 
didQ’t NQoZ aQyoQe or speaN the laQJuaJe Zell�  
He eQded up iQ SaQ 'ieJo, Zhere he ¿rst ZorNed 
as a houseboy and then a cook at the world-famous 
Hotel del Coronado. Ultimately, he leased some 
laQd, ploZed ¿elds aQd Euilt a successful celery 
farm business. 

2Q a trip EacN to -apaQ, .uQitomo Jot married� 
He ErouJht his Zife to $merica aQd started rais-
iQJ a family� )irst came $l, theQ my dad, 5ay, theQ 
three more childreQ� %ut iQ the ����s, iQ the midst 
of the *reat 'epressioQ, my JraQdmother died� 

.uQitomo could Qot maNe a liYiQJ Zhile tryiQJ 
oQ his oZQ to raise ¿Ye youQJ childreQ, so �e[cept
for the eldest, $l� he tooN the family EacN to -apaQ�
.uQitomo remarried there Eut TuicNly returQed to

&oroQado to ZorN as a JardeQer, so that he could 
send money back to Japan. After a few years, Ray 
reMoiQed his father, aQd he aQd $l eQMoyed EeiQJ 
studeQts at &oroQado HiJh School�

Then came the Pearl Harbor attack on  
'ec� �, ����, aQd the Zhole Zorld shattered for  
the Mayeda family. 

Al immediately enlisted in the U.S. Army. The 
)%I came to iQterroJate .uQitomo� $Q iQformaQt 
iQitially alleJed that .uQitomo shiQed a spotliJht 
on a water tower after curfew but later admitted 

it Zas oQly a Erief flashliJht shiQe that had come 
from the JeQeral directioQ of .uQitomo’s house� 

The )%I iJQored eYideQce from a retired $rmy 
of¿cer that .uQitomo Zas a Eetter $mericaQ 
than most native-born men. But, like other Issei, 
.uQitomo Zas Qot alloZed to Eecome aQ $mericaQ 
citi]eQ� So, Eefore PresideQt )raQNliQ '� 5oseYelt 
siJQed ([ecutiYe 2rder ����, Zhich authori]ed the 
removal of all Japanese Americans from the West 
&oast, .uQitomo Zas deemed aQ “eQemy alieQ” 
aQd taNeQ aZay Ey the )%I Eased oQ the $lieQ  
(Qemies $ct Zhile 5ay Zas at school� That left 
5ay literally “home aloQe�”

Ray did not know where his father had been 
taNeQ� He told me oQly that .uQitomo Zas iQcar-
cerated iQ SaQta )e, 1�0� I eYeQtually learQed that 
.uQitomo’s path ZeQt from his home iQ &oroQa-
do to a SaQ 'ieJo &ouQty Mail, to Erief stiQts iQ  
the Terminal Island and Tuna Canyon Detention 
StatioQs, Eoth iQ the /os $QJeles area� )rom there, 
.uQitomo eYeQtually Zas iQcarcerated iQ a SaQta 
)e 'epartmeQt of -ustice iQterQmeQt camp, aloQJ 
with other Issei.

I also know that Ray had to stay with old  
bachelors in Poston since his only family in the U.S. 
Zas either iQ the $rmy �$l� or iQcarcerated iQ SaQ-
ta )e �.uQitomo�� So, the ¿rst chaQce he Jot, 5ay 
sei]ed the opportuQity, spoQsored Ey the )rieQds�
4uaNers, to leaYe camp aQd Jo liYe iQ &hicaJo�

5ay tooN a traiQ from PostoQ to &hicaJo Ey Zay 
of SaQta )e� There, he Zas reuQited Zith .uQitomo 

for the ¿rst time iQ tZo years� 
$fter the Zar Zas oYer, .uQito-
mo was repatriated to Japan at 
his reTuest� That Zas the oQly 
realistic option since the U.S. 
JoYerQmeQt had stripped him 
of all riJhts aQd iQcarcerated 
him Zithout a JeQuiQe hear-
iQJ let aloQe eYideQce aJaiQst  
him. Plus, his second wife and 
remaiQiQJ childreQ Zere still iQ 
Japan.

That is all I thouJht I NQeZ 
aEout .uQitomo’s life iQ $mer-
ica ² e[cept for oQe thiQJ� 5e-
YieZiQJ my dad’s possessioQs 
after he passed, I found a neatly 
folded handkerchief on which 
an amateur artist had painted a 
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scene of barracks, barbed wire, a watch tower 
and cacti, along with an inscription in Japanese. 

The words translate roughly as follows:
Upon entry to Camp Lordsburg: This is  

evidence that we were held there, a place where 
we experienced bad feelings. But, it couldn’t be 
helped. Gaman [Japanese word roughly trans-
lated: enduring hardship but also maintaining 
composure and grace in the face of adversi-
ty]. We had to obey. [Signed, Masunaga].

$t ¿rst, I Zas pu]]led. I had QeYer heard of 
Camp Lordsburg. But after looking it up and 
¿QdiQJ a photoJraph of it, I reali]ed that it Zas 
located iQ 1eZ 0e[ico, aQd I ¿Jured out that 
it was my grandfather, not my dad, who was 
incarcerated there. 

$Q imaJe from the Ireicho 
proMect coQ¿rms that .uQitomo 
was incarcerated at both Santa 
Fe and Lordsburg. Putting these 
pieces toJether, I haYe coQ-
cluded that on March 17 or 27, 
probably in 1943, a fellow in-
carceree named Masunaga pre-
seQted to .uQitomo this haQd�
drawn artwork. My grandfather 
then passed this memento down 
to my dad� $Qd QoZ I haYe it�  
�I Zould, hoZeYer, Ee thrilled 
to give this memento to any de-
scendant of the artist Masunaga 
who happens to read this!) 

So, ZheQ I saZ that the -$&/ 
was holding its annual conven-
tion in Albuquerque, N.M., in 
-uly ����, I Eecame determiQed 
to atteQd to see Zhat else I could 
learQ aEout .uQitomo’s MourQey� I ZaQted to atteQd 
a preseQtatioQ oQ the $lieQ (Qemies $ct� �.uQito-
mo’s story is featured iQ aQ amicus Erief that -$&/ 
¿led iQ litiJatioQ challeQJiQJ the Trump admiQis-
tratioQ’s iQYocatioQ of that act to Mustify the depor-
tatioQ of VeQe]uelaQ $mericaQs Zhom it accused 
of being members of a criminal gang.)

The convention also included a session in which 
a fascinating documentary entitled “Community 
iQ &oQflict” Ey director &laudia .atayaQaJi Zas 
screened about the tensions that arose when the city 
of Santa Fe proposed to install a historical marker 
at the site of the SaQta )e IQterQmeQt &amp� 

There was another session providing further 
history and background on both the Santa Fe and 
/ordsEurJ IQterQmeQt &amps� )iQally, oQ the morQ-
iQJ after the coQYeQtioQ’s SayoQara %aQTuet, there 
Zas a pilJrimaJe, orJaQi]ed Ey the 1eZ 0e[ico 
chapter’s Victor <amada aQd 1iNNi 1oMima /ouis, 
to the site of the SaQta )e IQterQmeQt &amp his-
torical marker, which is located at the top of a hill 
at the )raQN S� 2rti] doJ parN iQ the &asa SolaQa 
QeiJhEorhood� It Zas dedicated oQ $pril ��, �����

Visiting the site of the Santa Fe historical marker 
was a moving experience. The actual camp site has 
long been paved over with housing developments, 
but the marker, embedded onto a massive rock, sits 
on a higher point overlooking the site. The mark-
er states in part: “At this site, . . . below the hill, 
4,555 men of Japanese ancestry were incarcerated 
in a Department of Justice Internment Camp from 
March 1942 to April 1946. Most were excluded by 
law from becoming United States citizens. . . .”

StaQdiQJ there, I tried to imaJiQe hoZ .uQitomo 
must have felt to be incarcerated there along with 
other Issei meQ, all held for the crime of simply 
being from Japan — without any evidence of dis-
loyalty to America. 

“During World War II, their loyalty to the United 
States was questioned. . . . No person of Japanese 

ancestry in the U.S. was ever charged or convicted 
of espionage throughout the course of the war.”

I also tried to picture the sceQe ZheQ my dad Zas 
¿Qally aEle to leaYe the coQ¿Qes of PostoQ eQ route 
to &hicaJo, Eut stopped ¿rst to Yisit his father still 
imprisoQed iQ SaQta )e� It is heartEreaNiQJ to thiQN 
of my JraQdfather, seeiQJ his soQ for the ¿rst time 
in years, but unable to be with him; or my dad, 

living without his parents at a crucial time in his 
young adult life, having to leave his father behind 
bars so that he could try to start a new life in an 
unfamiliar city, alone once again. 

Those JACL Convention attendees who joined 
me at the Santa Fe pilgrimage also paid homage 
to their ancestors, and some read poignant bits of 
poetry that had been written by the incarcerees. 

We did this all to remember the past and  
recommit to ¿Jht for Mustice iQ the preseQt aQd  
future. “This marker is placed here as a reminder 
that history is a valuable teacher only if we do not 
forget the past�”  n
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Pilgrims and descendants of those imprisoned 
at the Santa Fe Internment Camp gather at the 
PHPorial to VKarH VtoriHV dXriQJ tKH -ACL’V 
pilgrimage to the site in July.
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF DAN MAYEDA

At -Xl\’V -ACL NatioQal 
Convention, Dan Mayeda holds 
up the handkerchief painted by 
Santa Fe incarceree Masunaga 
that he found belonging to his 
grandfather, Kunitomo.

PilJriPV lHIt ÁoZHrV to KoQor tKHir IriHQdV aQd rHlatiYHV ZKo ZHrH 
IorFiEl\ iQFarFHratHd iQ NHZ MH[iFo dXriQJ World War II�
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By Naomi Hirahara,
P.C. Contributor

Camp pilgrimages have be-
come an important rite of 
passage, ever since activists 
gathered on a winter day in 

December 1969 in the Owens Valley to 
mark the experience of their ancestors 
at the Manzanar concentration camp. 
But thanks to Kenji Taguma’s Nichi 
Bei Foundation, there is now the Waka-
matsu and Angel Island pilgrimages to 
commemorate early Japanese pioneers 
arriving to California.

Members of the Little Tokyo Histor-
ical Society, which was established 19 
years ago, have wanted to take a road 
trip to participate in these immigration 
pilgrimages some time. For Michael 
Okamura, society president, visiting 
the grave of Okei — a member of the 
:akamatsu &olony and the first woman 
of Japanese descent to be buried on 
American soil — was essential be-
cause of his own family connections. 
The original colonists, some from the 
samurai class, came to California’s 
Gold Country from Aizu-Wakamatsu 
in Fukushima Prefecture in 1869 after 
being defeated in the Boshin civil war.

“My great-uncle was a longtime 
member of the Nanka Fukushima Ken-
jinkai, including serving as president, 
so he had visited the grave marker site 
multiple times,” said Okamura. A fre-
quent visitor to Fukushima, Okamura 
has even paid tribute to the Okei me-
morial monument in Aizu-Wakamatsu. 
“I think I may be one of the few Nikkei 
in America who has been to both Okei 
grave marker sites.”

In contrast, another traveler with the 
historical society, Pauline Wada, had 
never before heard of the Wakamatsu 
Colony. Indeed, in 2011, when I made 
the trek with my husband to see the 
gravestone (then on private proper-
ty), located in the back of Gold Trail 
Elementary School, there was little to 
distinguish the area, despite being es-
tablished as a California State Historic 
Site in 1966. I was curious to see the 
new improvements and interpretive 
features of the Wakamatsu Colony since 
the acquisition from private owners 
to now management by the American 
River Conservancy as not only a pil-
grimage site but also a working farm.

We nine members of the historical 
society gathered around 5 a.m. on Oct. 
3 in Pasadena, Calif. Carrying overnight 
bags and containers of freshly made 
Spam musubi, sticky rice and other 

snacks, we set out in a long white van 
to make a 500-mile drive up Highway 
�, first to Truckee, the site of tunnels 
created by Chinese railroad workers 
across from Donner Pass, then to stay 
the night in Auburn and finally gath-
er with more than 275 people at the 
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony.

We were only able to experience the 
rugged adventure of following the path 
of Chinese railroad workers through our 
guide, Phil Sexton, an active member 
of the 1882 Foundation, a Washing-
ton, D.&.�based nonprofit devoted to 
broadening public awareness of the 
history and continuing significance of 
the Chinese Exclusion Act. Sexton, who 
resides in nearby Auburn, took us on a 
journey over glacial polish and granite 
boulders across from Donner Lake and 
Donner Pass. 

For us Angelenos, the 45-degree 
temperature and light drizzle were a 
bit of a challenge, not to mention the 
ascent up to the location where the 
workers camped and detonated black 
gunpowder that had been stuffed into 
2.5-inch diameter holes drilled into sol-
id rock. We saw the railroad line where 
locomotives carried rubble away from 
the construction area and encountered 
150-year-old remnants, such as rusted 
can lids and sTuare nails. 2ur final 
destination — the tunnels of the Union 
3acific ² were urbanized by colorful 
graffiti, Tuite a contrast to the natural 
beauty of the mountains and pine trees.

Okamura, who only wore a sweatshirt 
to keep him warm and dry, commented: 
“We and the U.S. have to thank the 
Chinese railroad workers for the historic 
work they did. It also made me think 
of the back-breaking work of the Issei 
men who also worked on the railroads 

in the late-19th century and early-20th 
centuries.”

In comparison to the wet and phys-
ically taxing experience in Truckee, 
the Wakamatsu Pilgrimage represented 
order, comfort and celebration. I was 
impressed by how much the property 
had developed over the past decade, 
with the renovation and interpretive 
exhibitions of the Veerkamp farmhouse, 
where Okei and another colonist, Matsu-
nosuke Sakurai, had worked after the 
colony disbanded. The Okei gravestone, 
damaged by a crack, is displayed in a 
glass case now. Flowers and even a jizo
statue with a red cap were displayed 
at the site as Rinban Yuki Sugahara of 
the Buddhist Church of Sacramento 
delivered a blessing for that day.

New plaques and monuments now 
adorn the site. There’s a marker at the 
giant keyaki or Japanese elm tree that 
the Wakamatsu colonists had planted, as 
well as a stone marker commemorating 
Sakurai, who was the one who had led 
a campaign to produce a gravestone 
for his friend, Okei, who had died 
from a sudden illness at 19 years of 
age in 1871.

In addition to tours of the grounds, 
the pilgrimage included genealogical 
workshops, a bento lunch and ondo 
dancing. It was wonderful to bump 
into both old friends, including another 
writer, Karen Tei Yamashita. Introduced 
onstage were eight descendants of the 
original Wakamatsu Colony, the newest 
discovered one being Andrea Lashley, 
who is originally from the New York/
New Jersey area. During the pandemic, 
her teenage son had requested a DNA 
test from ancestry.com, an unusual re-
quest coming from someone so young. 
The results of that test led Lashley and 

her son to discover that they had not 
only Japanese DNA, but were related 
to Kuninosuke Masumizu, the only 
original colonist who remained in Cal-
ifornia and wed an African American 
and Native American woman.

This discovery was not a surprise 
to Lashley’s friends, who teased, 
“I knew something about you didn’t 
belong here.´ To find ties to &alifornia, 
including relatives Aaron Gibson and 
Barbara Johnson, even inspired Lashley 
to make the move to San Francisco as 
a nursing student at the University of 
California at San Francisco.

After the festivities, our Little 
Tokyo group piled back into our white 
van. Not all of us in the vehicle had 
direct family members who had been 
held in a World War II concentration 
camp. Not all of us were even Japanese 
American. What tied us together was 
the willingness to get into that van on 
an early morning and trust our drivers 
to get us to our destination.  

“There was such great enthusiasm 
and care for each other that it made 
me long for another road trip,” said 
Nagano. She may not have to wait 
long: The Nichi Bei Foundation is 
planning another gathering to mark the 
immigration station that processed early 
Japanese immigrants — the Nikkei 
Angel Island Pilgrimage — for 
next year.

Naomi Hirahara is the author of 
moUe than �� nonfiction histoUy Eooks 
and mysteUy noYeOs� +eU ne[t histoUicaO 
mystery, “Crown City,” set in 1903 
Pasadena, will be released in Febru-
aUy ����� +eU ZeE seUies� ³SiOk�´ on 
'iscoYeU 1ikkei� is a fictionaO UeteOOinJ 
oI the :akamatsu coOony�
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LITTLE TOKYO TO TRUCKEE TO THE WAKAMATSU COLONY

RHSrHVHQtiQJ tKH LittlH ToN\o HiVtoriFal SoFiHt\’V 2�2� WaNa-
matsu Pilgrimage are (back row, from left) RXtK WataQaEH� 
DaYid NaJaQo� Bill WataQaEH� MiFKaHl ONaPXra aQd (front 
row, from left) NaoPi HiraKara� PaXla MiXra� PaXliQH Wada� 
CiQd\ AEraPV aQd <XNo GaEH�
PHOTO: MICHAEL OKAMURA

Los Angelenos trek 
together to visit 
tunnels excavated 
by Chinese workers 
and the site of early 
migration from Japan.

DiVSla\ FaVH at tKH VitH oI tKH WaNaPatVX THa 
and Silk Farm Colony shows a tanto (small sword) 
EHliHYHd to EH oZQHd E\ FoloQiVt O\oo SFKQHll�
PHOTOS: NAOMI HIRAHARA

A KiJKliJKt oI tKH WaNaPatVX Pil-
grimage was the attendance of the 
descendants of the original colo-
QiVtV� VoPH oI ZKoP Kad traYHlHd 
aV Iar aV -aSaQ aQd tKH MarVKall IV-
laQdV� PiFtXrHd (from left) are Nancy 
UNai� NiFKi BHi FoXQdatioQ Eoard 
FKair� Naori SKiraiVKi� a dHVFHQdaQt 
oI MatVXJoro Oto� AaroQ GiEVoQ� 
BarEara -oKQVoQ aQd AQdrHa LaVK-
lH\� dHVFHQdaQtV oI .XQiQoVXNH 
MaVXPi]X� AtVXNo� SoXQ aQd .arHQ 
.aQaPH ZitK A\aNo MatVXIXMi� dH-
scendants of Sakichi and Nami 
<aQaJiVaZa� aQd .HQMi TaJXPa� 
NiFKi BHi FoXQdatioQ SrHVidHQt�



2026

Seasons
Greetings

Beverly Inaba

Happy Holidays !
Doug Urata and 

Alice Roe
djurata@aol.com

Happy Holidays 

Gordon & Rei
Okabayashi

Happy Holidays
Best Wishes to everyone 

in the New Year
Kenny & Gina Kamoto

Happy Holidays
Akio and Helen 

Yoshikawa

William Takano and family

Mark Takano

Douglas and Helen Takano and Mia

Derrick and Judy Takano

Riley and Julia Takano, Aria and Cadence

Nick and Paula Takano

Gerry and Angela Takano, ErinGerry and Angela Takano, Erin

Here comes Santa-paws!

Dolly & Irene Ogata

Riverside

Eastern District Council

P O S T C A R D

Eastern District Council
wishes you a warm holiday
season with family,
friends, and loved ones! To: JACL Members

in the USA &
Around the World

- New England, 
New York, Philadelphia,
Seabrook, Southeast, &
Washington, D.C,
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Philadelphia

Monterey Peninsula

Board Member  JACL Monterey Peninsula Chapter

Instagram: @jacl93940
Website: jaclmonterey.org jacl93940@gmail.com

JACL Monterey CA

San Francisco

Central California   
District Council
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Our Warmest Wishes to All 
This Holiday Season!

355 E. 1st Street, Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(310) 328-0907 | goforbroke.org

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army Signal Corps
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By Dr. Paula Fujiwara and 
Matthew Kojima 

As an ethnic group that has 
historically faced barriers 
to medical care and access 
to the profession, Japanese 

Americans bring special insights to 
policy changes that are now occurring. 
JACL members Dr. Paula Fujiwara is 
a Sansei who has spent more than 30 
years as an expert in global tuberculosis 
prevention, and Matthew Kojima is a 
fiUsW�yeaU PeGicaO sWXGeQW aW %RsWRQ 
University. They shared recently their 
YieZs ZiWK WKe -$&/ %eUNeOey cKaSWeU 
on funding cuts to medical research, 
language policy impact on medical care 
and implications for these changes to 
global health. 

JACL Berkeley Chapter: How do the 
current federal funding cuts impact 
the medical profession and aspiring 
medical professionals?
Matthew Kojima: Frozen and reduced 
funding for research has made it difficult 
for students and young professionals to 
find research opportunities. 3reviously, 
agencies like the 1ational Institutes 
of +ealth and the &enters for Disease 
&ontrol and 3revention have provided 
internships and jobs to current college 
students and college graduates interested 
in medical or graduate school. +owever, 
the new administration canceled these 
internships and implemented hiring 
freezes, resulting in fewer students 
getting essential work experience to 
prepare them for a career in research 
and medicine. Due to these uncertain-
ties, universities have had to consid-
er reduced funding of their graduate 
programs. )or some, the result has 
been devastating. At the 8niversity of 
Massachusetts &han Medical School, 
all admission offers for the biomedical 
sciences 3h.D. program have been 
rescinded for this year. This reduces 
opportunities for young people to be-
come researchers and help advance 
scientific knowledge �National Institute 
RI $UWKUiWis aQG MXscXORsNeOeWaO aQG

6NiQ 'isease ,QWeUQsKiS PURJUaP� 8Qi�
versity of Massachusetts Chan Medical 
School PhD Applicant Information).
Dr. Paula Fujiwara: Recent funding 
cuts have affected my life’s work in 
tuberculosis prevention. )or example, 
the 8nited States’ most important TB 
research project was stopped when 
the funding agency, the 8nited States 
Agency for International Development 
�8SAID�, was dissolved. A TB project 
submitted to the 1ational Institutes of 
+ealth for which I was a consultant has 
had its review meeting canceled twice. 
&olleagues in =imbabwe were told 
that Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
has determined that continuing their 
program is ³not in the national interest.´  
Berkeley Chapter: How do gov-
ernment funding cuts to medical 
research disproportionally impact 
underrepresented and historically 
devalued populations?
Kojima: As a first�year medical student, 
I have learned about the various ways 
in which some populations have been 
disproportionately affected by socio-
economic ineTuities. )or example, to 
be eligible for a kidney transplant, the 
patient’s kidney function must be be-
low a certain threshold. 8ntil recently, 
kidney function was assessed using an 
algorithm that incorporated race. )or 
many years, physicians believed that 
their algorithm underestimated kidney 
function for Black patients, so this 
meant that a Black person would be 
less likely to be eligible for a kidney 
transplant. Some recent research has 
been used to show that using race in 
the algorithm is inaccurate, and thus, 
this variable is no longer used in new 
versions, which may negatively impact 
Black people’s access to kidney treat-
ment (Delaware Academy of Medicine 
– Delaware Journal of Public Health: 
7Ke &ase $JaiQsW 5ace�%aseG *)5).

/oss of federal funding dispropor-
tionately hurts research focusing on 
diseases that mainly impact marginal-
ized communities. )or example, sickle 
cell disease and cystic fibrosis primarily 
impact those with African and (uropean 
ancestry, respectively. Despite more 
people in the 8.S. having sickle cell 
disease and the life expectancy of the 
two diseases being similar, cystic fibro-
sis receives �� times more in private 
funding per person with the disease, 
while on the other hand, sickle cell 
disease receives the bulk of its funding 
through federal grants. Therefore, the 
majority of funding for cystic fibrosis 
will likely be preserved regardless of 
what the federal government does, 
while federal grant cuts would devastate 
sickle cell research, disproportionately 
hurting Black communities (American 
Journal of Managed Care: Study Finds 
)XQGiQJ 'isSaUiWies %eWZeeQ 6icNOe 
Cell Disease, Cystic Fibrosis).

Fujiwara: 2ne�Tuarter of the world’s 
population is infected with the germ 
that causes TB, the world’s 1o. 1 in-
fectious disease killer. TB is a social 
disease with medical manifestations. 
3eople at increased risk include those 
who live in poverty� suffer from un-
dernutrition� have diseases such as 
+I9 or diabetes� smoke tobacco� or 
misuse alcohol. Reaching these groups 
reTuires targeted educational messag-
es, food support and diagnosis and 
treatment that people understand and 
are receptive to. 8ntil the funding of 
8SAID ended, the 8nited States was 
the key donor for global TB activities, 
supporting countries with some of the 
highest burden of disease, such as India, 
Indonesia, the 3hilippines, 8ganda and 
=imbabwe. Since the start of the *lobal 
)und to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria �*)ATM� in �00�, the 8.S. has 
provided one�third of its 8.S. �� billion 
annual budget. In mid�May, countries 
receiving support were told to plan for 
a downsizing of their programs in light 
of the closure of 8SAID. The 8.S. 
government’s withdrawal of support has 
negatively impacted the fight against 
these infectious diseases, affecting ac-
cess to treatment and prevention, care 
programs and community education. 
Berkeley Chapter: President Donald 
Trump signed an executive order 
this year naminJ (nJlish the official 
language of the U.S. What impact 
could this have on medical care? 
Kojima: Doctors and patients must 
be able to communicate in order to 
achieve the best outcome. At present, 
when a patient’s first language is not 
(nglish, federal guidelines reTuire a 
professional medical interpreter to be 
provided. +owever, with the move to 
make (nglish the official language of 
the 8.S., there is concern regarding 
what this means for this guideline. 
:ithout interpreters, it would become 
substantially more likely for there to be 
a major misunderstanding between a 
patient with limited (nglish proficiency 
and their health�care team, which could 
lead to a devastating health outcome. 
Fujiwara: :hen I was the director 
of the 1ew <ork &ity Department of 
+ealth’s TB &ontrol 3rogram, I had to 
link with local communities with high 
rates of TB where (nglish was not their 
native tongue. I gave talks to members 
of medical societies who served the 
&hinese�, +aitian� and Spanish�speak-
ing communities. I encouraged them to 
work with the Department of +ealth, 
offering free laboratory services and 
medications in return. :e provided 
culturally appropriate educational ma-
terials, oral presentations and outreach 
for the communities mentioned above. 
:e hired staff who spoke these lan-
guages and used phone interpretation 
services. :ithout these interventions, 

we would not have had the great success 
in decreasing the number of persons 
diagnosed with TB, particularly the ones 
with difficult�to�treat multidrug�resis-
tant tuberculosis �MDRTB�.
Berkeley Chapter: How has that 
changed the way we approach med-
icine and access to health care and 
treatment?
Kojima: During the &ovid�1� pan-
demic, we learned how a virus that 
started in &hina could spread around 
the world and have a devastating im-
pact at home. To protect our national 
health, we should use our substantial 
research and financial capabilities to 
support researchers studying diseases 
across the globe >to@ hopefully eradicate 
them before they spread and kill more 
people. 8nfortunately, the drastic reduc-
tion in funding for 8SAID programs 
and our government’s departure from 
the :orld +ealth 2rganization may 
not only hurt those who live in the 
world’s most vulnerable regions but also 
allow for dangerous diseases to spread 
more rapidly, eventually entering the 
8.S. and potentially causing another 
pandemic�level event.
Fujiwara: The fight against TB reTuires 
collaboration across political borders. 
At the national level, my first job was 
working as a &D& medical officer as-
signed to address the disease in 1ew 
<ork &ity, the ground zero of MDRTB 
in the 1��0s. Many of the people I 
cared for were from other countries 
with poor TB control programs. 3eople 
with MDRTB Àew to 1ew <ork &ity 
from other countries, with the specific 
goal of receiving care that they could 
not get at home.

The lessons I learned In 1ew <ork 
informed my career addressing global 
tuberculosis. 

)or the 8.S. to think that it should only 
concentrate on issues within its borders 
and not support global TB prevention 
efforts is extremely short�sighted. TB 
is an airborne disease, and we are all 
connected by the air we breathe. 

Dr. Paula Fujiwara is a member of 
the JACL Florin chapter. In 2023, she 
was awarded the Princess Chichibu 
Memorial Global Award of the Japan 
Anti-Tuberculosis Assn. for her con-
tributions to TB control worldwide. 
Matthew Kojima was co-president of 
the JACL Berkeley chapter in 2023. 
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MattKHZ .oMiPa oQ KiV ÀrVt da\ oI 
PHdiFal VFKool at BU CKoEaQiaQ 	 
AYHdiViaQ SFKool oI MHdiFiQH oQ 
AXJ� �� 2�24� iQ BoVtoQ
PHOTO: COURTESY OF MATTHEW KOJIMA

Dr� PaXla FXMiZara (right) iQ M\aQPar 
ZitK a loFal QXrVH ZKo adPiQiVtHrV TB 
PHdiFatioQV� traYHliQJ E\ PotorEiNH 
aQd VoPHtiPHV ZalNiQJ tKroXJK 
ZaiVt�KiJK ZatHr to rHaFK SatiHQtV� 
PHOTO: COURTESY OF DR. PAULA FUJIWARA

The Detrimental Impacts of Federal Funding Cuts 
and Policy Changes to Essential Medical Care

https://www.niams.nih.gov/labs/education-training/student-research-training/summer-student-program
https://www.niams.nih.gov/labs/education-training/student-research-training/summer-student-program
https://www.niams.nih.gov/labs/education-training/student-research-training/summer-student-program
https://www.niams.nih.gov/labs/education-training/student-research-training/summer-student-program
https://www.niams.nih.gov/labs/education-training/student-research-training/summer-student-program
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9495470/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9495470/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9495470/
https://www.ajmc.com/view/study-finds-funding-disparities-between-sickle-cell-disease-cystic-fibrosis
https://www.ajmc.com/view/study-finds-funding-disparities-between-sickle-cell-disease-cystic-fibrosis
https://www.ajmc.com/view/study-finds-funding-disparities-between-sickle-cell-disease-cystic-fibrosis
https://www.ajmc.com/view/study-finds-funding-disparities-between-sickle-cell-disease-cystic-fibrosis
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Where it all began…
at the Presidio of San Francisco

Contested
Histories

PRESERVING AND 
SHARING A COMMUNITY 

COLLECTION

On display until
January 10, 2026

at MISHLC
640 Old Mason Street 

Crissy Field
Presidio of San Francisco

Gallery open
Friday-Sat-Sun: 12-5 PM

Group Tours by 
appointment Mon-Fri

Curated by the Japanese 
American National Museum

N A T I O N A L  J A P A N E S E  A M E R I C A N  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y

In tribute to our nation’s Japanese American veterans
please join the National Japanese American Historical Society in preserving the Military Intelligence Service Historic Learning Center’s 

mission to honor and tell the story of the 6,000 Military Intelligence Service soldier linguists who served during World War II.

The MIS Historic Learning Center is an interpretative center of the National Japanese American Historical Society, a community partner of the Partnership for the Presidio.

The Story
On the eve of war with Japan on November 1, 1941, 
the U.S. Army recruited 59 Japanese American 
(Nisei) and 2 Caucasian soldiers to be trained in 
secrecy as military linguists. These enlisted men 
comprised the fi rst class of the Military Intelligence 
Service at Building 640 at Crissy Field in the 
Presidio of San Francisco. The MIS grew to over 
6,000 graduates who would serve in every major 
battle and campaign in the Pacifi c Theatre of War. 
While their families languished behind barbed wire 
in America’s concentration camps pursuant to 
Executive Order 9066, the Nisei MIS served with 
distinction and was credited with shortening the 
war by two years. During the Occupation of Japan, 
the MIS worked to establish peace and a lasting 
democracy. The MIS have been honored with a 
Presidential Unit Citation in 2000 and a 
Congressional Gold Medal in 2011 along with 
veterans of the 100th Battalion and 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team.

The Place
Set in the breathtaking Presidio of 
San Francisco (a designated 
National Historic Landmark District 
of the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, National Park 

N A T I O N A L

J A P A N E S E

A M E R I C A N

H I S T O R I C A L

S O C I E T Y

Service), Building 640 stands as a place of historic 
signifi cance. Spearheaded by the National Japanese 
American Historical Society, Inc. (NJAHS) together 
with the National Park Service and The Presidio 
Trust, and bolstered by grass roots supportfrom the 
JACL and veterans’ groups, the MIS Historic 
Learning Center was established in 2013 as an 
adapted reuse project devoted to the MIS legacy 
of peace and reconciliation. To date, the campaign 
has raised over $5 million in private and public 
support. Today, NJAHS seeks matching private 
dollars toensure its long-term viability.

What You Can Do
Honor the Nisei’s legacy and make a 
contribution to the MIS Historic Learning 
Center. Gifts beginning at $2,500 and up will be 
recognized on the new Commemorative Donor Wall. 
Naming Opportunities are also available.
Join us to continue the dream!
To learn more:
call (415) 921-5007, 
visit www.njahs.org/mis
email njahs@njahs.org
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following statement: “Nancy devot-
ed much time and energy to ensure 
the success of many of the JACCC’s 
fundraising events, reaching out and 
engaging others in the process. … No 
one can forget her many kindnesses.”

In addition to her decades of 
service with the JACCC, Matsui was 
also active with such organizations as 
Japanese American National Muse-
um, U.S.-Japan Council, Asian Pacific 
American Legal Center, Cypress Col-
lege and Little Tokyo Service Center.

Matsui is survived by her husband, 
Glenn; their sons, Eric and Ryan; sis-
ters, Karen (David) Thompson and 
Ginny Suruki; and many nieces, neph-
ews and other relatives. 

YOSH NAKAMURA (100)
A civilian-turned-soldier who be-

came an artist, educator and school ad-
ministrator following his World War II 

service in M Co. of 
the valorous 100th 
Battalion/442nd 
Regimental Com-
bat Team, Yoshio 
“Yosh” Nakamura 
died Nov. 22. 

N a k a m u r a ’ s 
death came just 
five months after 

his 100th birthday, which was cele-
brated at a standing-room-only party 
at the Liberty Community Plaza in his 
hometown of Whittier, Calif. (see Oct. 
31, 2025, Pacific Citizen, tinyurl.com/
fxrx254p).

Regarding his death, the Go for 
Broke National Education Center 
stated: “We extend our deepest grat-
itude to Yosh for everything he gave 
— during the war, after the war and 
in every moment he chose to stand up 
and speak out. He will be profoundly 
missed.”

A lifelong San Gabriel Valley 
native — born in Rosemead, raised in 
El Monte and as an adult, a resident of 
Whittier — during WWII, Nakamura 
and his family were forcibly evacuat-
ed and incarcerated at Arizona’s Gila 
River War Relocation Center, where 
he enlisted in the Army and was sub-
sequently assigned to the segregat-
ed 442nd RCT. He was awarded a 
Bronze Star and in 2011, was among 
Nisei veterans who were awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

While serving in Italy, he was in-
spired by the historic works of art he 
was able to view, and postwar, Na-
kamura attended the University of 
Southern California, where he earned 
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
fine art.

Nakamura’s teaching career began 
as a Whittier High School teacher, and 
in 1963, he was hired as Rio Hondo 
College’s first professor and later, 
its first Fine Arts Department chair, 
spending nearly three decades there. 
Other roles he had included dean and 
vp of community services and institu-
tional development. In 2024, Whitter 
High School’s Fine Arts building was 
named in his honor.

Nakamura was predeceased in 2017 
by his wife, Grace Shinoda Nakamura. 
He is survived by his children, Linda, 
Daniel and Joel, and grandchildren.

GEORGE SUGIMOTO (99)
An entrepreneur-turned-philan-

thropist who founded a successful 
avionics company with facilities 

in the California 
cities of Arca-
dia and Upland, 
Kazuo George 
Sugimoto died 
Oct. 12 in Pasa-
dena. 

Decades be-
fore KGS Elec-
tronics became 

the successful avionics company 
that supplied equipment to the 

likes of Cessna Aircraft and Boeing 
Aerospace, Sugimoto was born in 
Parlier, Calif., the youngest among 
eight other siblings. As a result of 
Executive Order 9066, his family 
and he were incarcerated at Arizo-
na’s Gila River WRA Center. He 
joined the Army in 1945, served in 
Korea and afterward attended Chi-
cago’s American Institute of Tele-
vision Technology. After earning a 
bachelor’s degree in electrical engi-
neering, he became an entrepreneur 
and later started what became KGS 
Electronics.

As a supporter of the Japanese 
American community, Sugimoto 
was active with the Japanese Amer-
ican Cultural & Community Center, 
Go for Broke National Education 
Center and Japanese American 
National Museum.

Sugimoto was predeceased by his 
wife, Ruri Hirano. He is survived by 
their children, Lisa (Donald) Nose 
and Nathan (Christine) Sugimo-
to; grandchildren, Lindsay, Alyssa 
(Jackson), Aaron and Garrett; and 
nieces, nephews and other relatives.

CARY TAGAWA (75)
Boasting a nearly 40-yearlong 

career that encompassed big and 
small screens, as well as video 

game voiceover, 
actor and mar-
tial artist Cary-
Hiroyuki Taga-
wa, who was of-
ten cast in roles 
calling for ele-
gant malevolence 
or moral ambi-
guity, died Dec. 

4 in Santa Barbara, Calif., from 
complications from a stroke.

The son of a Hawaii-born 
Japanese American stationed in 
postwar Japan and Japanese war 
bride, Tagawa had a peripatetic up-
bringing as a military dependent. 
After moving to California, he 
attended the University of South-
ern California but would become 
best-known for his role as Shang 
Tsung in 1995’s “Mortal Kombat” 
and its offshoots.

Tagawa caught his big break in 
the 1987 epic movie “The Last 
Emperor,” followed in 1989 with 
a role in the James Bond pic “Li-
cence to Kill.” Other movie ap-
pearances include “Rising Sun,” 
“Picture Bride,” “American Me,” 
“Pearl Harbor” and “Memoirs of 
a Geisha.” He also appeared in 
“The Slanted Screen: Asian Men 
in Film & Television,” the 2006 
documentary by Jeff Adachi.

On the small screen, Tagawa 
appeared in “Miami Vice” and re-
united later with that show’s star, 
Don Johnson, for a few seasons 
of “Nash Bridges.” He also ap-
peared on the Prime Video series 
“The Man in the High Castle.” He 
showed a less-scowling side of his 
onscreen persona  in the Disney 
TV movie “Johnny  Tsunami.”

Tagawa is survived by his 
ex-wife, Sally Phillips; and their 
children, Calen, Brynne and Cana; 
and two grandchildren. 

OTHER NOTABLES
Note: Use the hyperlinks to view 

the entire news article. 
• Todd Endo (tinyurl.com/mv862ce6)
• Art Hansen (tinyurl.com/4n9f77p7)
• Jeanne Houston (tinyurl.com/2h85wv2k)
• K. W. Lee (tinyurl.com/4y85wy9a)
• David Lin (tinyurl.com/8r45zp6u)
• K. Mochizuki (tinyurl.com/32uvf7vd)
• R. Nakamura (tinyurl.com/4rty9ebs)
• Karl Nobuyuki (tinyurl.com/ysr72czv)
• Mario Reyes (tinyurl.com/3yaphu7z)
• Kanji Sahara (tinyurl.com/4648rh4r)
• Keith Terasaki (tinyurl.com/uvv3cvkj)
� n

DWIGHT CHUMAN (77)
One of the six founding members 

of Asian American Journalists Assn. in 
1981 when he was the editor-in-chief of 

the Rafu Shimpo’s 
English section, 
Dwight Chuman 
died July 25 at 
his home in Los 
Angeles. The web-
sites gunviolence
archive.org and 
c r i m e s o l v e r s -
central.com indicate 

that the cause of death was a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound. His journalism career 
began at Gidra, the alt-Asian American 
newspaper, prior to being hired by Rafu 
Shimpo English-section Editor-in-Chief 
Ellen Endo. 

“I felt he was a gifted writer,” Endo 
told the Pacific Citizen. “He was kind 
of a free thinker and sometimes that 
was a good thing.” 

Following Endo’s departure, Chu-
man became the paper’s edi-
tor-in-chief. During his tenure, when 
the Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation and Internment of Civilians 
held regional hearings in Washing-
ton, D.C., Chuman traveled to the 
nation’s capital to testify on July 16, 
1981, and, according to a report in the 
July 31, 1981, edition of Pacific Citi-
zen, asked the CWRIC to “investigate 
certain JACL leaders, such as Mike 
Masaoka, in regards to their role in the 
Evacuation” (see tinyurl.com/mv9e-
zuac). After 10 years at Rafu Shimpo, 
Chuman would abruptly leave in the 
early 1980s. According to AAJA, 
post-Rafu Shimpo, Chuman found em-
ployment at KCET, the Los Angeles 
PBS affiliate and later published a Las 
Vegas leisure magazine; in 2022 was 
inducted into AAJA’s Hall of Fame.

FRANK CHUMAN (105)
With having served as JACL na-

tional president from 1960-62 among 
his many accomplishments, attorney 
Frank Fumio Chuman was reported in 
the Nov. 14 New York Times as having 
died on May 23, 2022. 

Chuman’s death came a little more 
than seven weeks after he and some 

35 other University of Southern Cal-
ifornia students who had been sum-
marily expelled after Japan’s attack on 

Pearl Harbor solely 
because of their 
Japanese ancestry 
received honorary 
diplomas from the 
university in 2022. 
At 104 and residing 
in Bangkok, he was 
likely the only Tro-
jan still alive during 

the April 1 ceremony. He turned 105 
on April 29 (see April 15, 2022 Pacific 
Citizen,  tinyurl.com/2s3mk23z). 

After graduating as valedictorian 
from Los Angeles High School in 
1934, Chuman attended and graduated 
from the University of California, Los 
Angeles, in 1938 before enrolling in 
USC’s law school in 1940. After the 
United States declared war on Japan, 
however, and everyone of Japanese 
ancestry living in Washington, Oregon 
and California would be forced into 
concentration camps, Chuman was 
sent to the Manzanar War Relocation 
Center and became its hospital’s head 
administrator. 

According to Densho, Chuman ini-
tially signed “no-no” to Questions 27 
and 28 of the infamous loyalty ques-
tionnaire, an action that he was able to 
have withdrawn after much effort so 
that he could leave the camp in 1943 
to resume his postgraduate endeavors. 
He completed his law degree at the 
University of Maryland. 

Referring to two successful 1948 
Supreme Court cases involving Japa-
nese American litigants — Oyama v. 
California and Takahashi v. Fish & 
Game Commission — for which Chu-
man prepared the briefs, San Francis-
co-based attorney Dale Minami called 
him a “pioneer civil rights lawyer for 
Japanese Americans.” He added that 
Chuman made “enormous contribu-
tions to Asian Americans and the law 
in terms of both his civil rights work 
in Los Angeles, and ‘Bamboo People’ 
and some of the other things he’s writ-
ten,” a reference to  Chuman’s “The 
Bamboo People: The Law and Japa-
nese-Americans” (1976) and “Man-

zanar and Beyond: 
Memoirs of Frank 
F. Chuman, Nisei 
Attorney” (2011).

Prior to being 
elected JACL na-
tional president, 
Chuman had served 
as the League’s le-
gal counsel from 

1953-60. It was during his stint as 
JACL national president that he ini-
tiated the creation of the Japanese 
American Research Project, or JARP, 
at UCLA.

Many narratives, including his own, 
credit Chuman for having originated 
the idea of using the arcane legal pro-
cedure writ of error coram nobis, which 
he learned of as a student at University 
of Maryland, to revisit the three failed 
Supreme Court cases of Gordon Hira-
bayashi, Fred Korematsu and Minoru 
Yasui challenging various aspects of the 
government’s orders to remove and in-
carcerate U.S. citizens and legal aliens 
of Japanese ancestry who were then in-
eligible for naturalization. 

Minami, who was a member of one 
of the three coram nobis legal teams 
(for Korematsu), however, credits le-
gal historian Peter Irons for the orig-
ination of the idea of utilizing the 
legal tactic for revisiting those cases 
because Irons, who was a conscien-
tious objector, had already used coram 
nobis when had been convicted of se-
lective service violation. Minami told 
the Pacific Citizen, “I don’t want to 
diminish his [Chuman’s] accomplish-
ments, but I do have to intercede when 
he claims credit.”

Chuman nevertheless did provide 
an invaluable service with regard to 
the revisitation of the SCOTUS cases: 
According to Minami, Chuman, as Ya-
sui’s attorney, “bulked up our credibil-
ity with Min Yasui,” who was initially 
skeptical about the legal team sthat 
had been assembled to revisit his case. 
Getting all three men on board with 
regard to reviving the cases was criti-
cal, Minami said, in order to make the 
biggest impact. Chuman, after visiting 
with the teams, vouched for them with 
Yasui. “Frank apparently reported to 
Min that these folks are really good, 
so you shouldn’t have any problem,” 
Minami said.

Chuman is survived by his widow, 
Donna; their daughter, Diana Heyd; 
and sons from his first marriage, 
Daniel and Paul.

NANCY MATSUI (73)
A Torrance, Calif.-born resident of 

La Palma, Calif., and a Sansei, Nan-
cy Ellen Matsui, who had a 40-year-

long career with 
American Airlines 
and was also very 
active in the Jap-
anese American 
community, died 
Oct. 12.

The Japanese 
American Cultur-
al & Community 

Center, the board on which she served 
for more than 29 years, issued the 

OBITUARIES
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Wishing You

Peace

Love

Joy

Agnes Mizuho Uchida died peacefully at her home in South Pasadena, 
Calif., on Nov. 2, 2025, at the age of 93.

Agnes was born on Oct. 23, 1932. In 1952, she married Joe Uchida. 
They went on to have three children. Over the course of her life, she 
was an artist and landscaper, a home gardener, an avid reader, a terrific 
cook and followed every Dodger and USC Trojans game. Agnes was 
a friend to many in the community of South Pasadena and beyond. 
She will be dearly missed. 

She is survived by her three children — Alan, Craig and Naomi 
(John Foley); three grandchildren – Maria (Ted Pleiman), Jennifer (Jeff 
Franklin) and Melinda (Sergio Camarena); three great-grandchildren – 
Cora, Lucy and Nicole; and numerous nephews and nieces.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that you consider making a 
donation in her name to: Pasadena Japanese Cultural Institute (pjci.
org/about/), 595 Lincoln Ave. #202, Pasadena, CA 91103; and the 
Japanese American National Museum (janm.org/give), 100 N. Central 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90012.

AGNES M� UCHIDA

TRIBUTE

http://tinyurl.com/fxrx254p
http://tinyurl.com/fxrx254p
http://tinyurl.com/mv862ce6
http://tinyurl.com/4n9f77p7
http://tinyurl.com/2h85wv2k
http://tinyurl.com/4y85wy9a
http://tinyurl.com/8r45zp6u
http://tinyurl.com/32uvf7vd
http://tinyurl.com/4rty9ebs
http://tinyurl.com/ysr72czv
http://tinyurl.com/3yaphu7z
http://tinyurl.com/4648rh4r
http://tinyurl.com/uvv3cvkj
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/incident/3272755
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/incident/3272755
https://crimesolverscentral.com/homicide/180683
https://crimesolverscentral.com/homicide/180683
https://tinyurl.com/mv9ezuac
https://tinyurl.com/mv9ezuac
http://tinyurl.com/2s3mk23z
http://kubotanikkeimortuary.com
https://www.kubotamortuary.com/
https://www.fukuimortuary.com
http://fukuimortuary.com
https://pjci.org/about/
http://pjci.org/about/
http://pjci.org/about/
http://janm.org/give
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